Bhagavata Purana 


Gita Press Edition, 
(2015) 


Contents 


Srimad Bhagavata-Mahatmya 


Number of Discourses 
1.A Dialogue between Narada and Bhakti (in a J? ||| a 1 
2,A Dialogue between the Kumaras and Narada ........sssssssssssecsssssssessssessssssssessssesssecsssecsses 8 


1, Saunaka and other Sages interrogate the famous Sita (UgraSrava) .........c.cccsceeceeceseese: 1 
2.Glory of the Lord's narrative and of Devotion to Him ...cccce.seccsessesssesseseseesscesececceceoseeeeceeees 4 
3. The Lord's Avataras or Descents into the world Of Matter ....cccccccscscccseccssececsceseosessseoseeese. 
4.A sense of frustration overtakes VedaVvyAsa ...........sscccsssscsecssessesssessecssesssescesscceceeeeeeceseee, 11 
5. Glory of singing the Lord's praises and an account of Devarsi Narada's previous 

DEE I aa a a ten tation 14 
6. The rest of the story of Narada's previous birth ........csccecsecsescessecssecescsecsesseesecccoreeccoseceecee, 19 
7.Aswatthama assassinates Draupadi's sons and Arjuna in his turn curbs 

DU GEN scans sna a NSU RUE BORSS SSG as canetienttreniy rntonciveeseammassenetaamnaicees 22 

8. The Lord delivers Pariksitin the womb andis extolled by Kunti; Yudhisthira gives 
2: |, ene eee 27 
9. Yudhisthira and others call on Bhisma and the latter drops his mortal coil, 

CSOERSUTV AGS SUT POPS ee ysacecens vesncavn essonsesestabpu eine dnd tearsecvandissateamnuatinttion 32 
10. Sri Krsna's Departure to DWaraka .........ssccssssssssssssesssssssssssssssessasassusssessutasseseeeceeceeceece 37 
11. Right royal reception of Sri Krsna at DWArAkA ......cscssesccseccosssssssssssesssssessecseeeceseeseeeesesccce. 44 
TAI UNAU IE NY PAIS WD onxiscinnusicoesnciscn incinerate afc oor nesnanersineronmeaseneenecemrasasinoossacosceane 45 
13. Departure of Dhrtarastra and his wife Gandhari, for the forest at the instance 

Fa Neh ing arc cae a occa rca me ty a 49 
14.King-Yudhisthira grows apprehensive at the sight of evil omens and Arjuna 

SELAPEUE SOSERS EROS sits sas ses cacan epson soy son vale dccxeiresvcsveimondswecaeusuctccesaes 55 
15.Stricken with grief at their separation from Sri Krsna, the Pandavas instal 

Pariksit on the throne of Hastinapura and ascend to HEAVEN .oceceececceccecsececcssesecsessesecosees 59 
16.Conquest of the world by king Pariksit and the dialogue between Dharma 

CST SIL OF Dety earned WENT BEER csscisosucasscrssaneniasossivearepitnecew tseeeaceectiucte ses vicsesececess 65 
AR GER PHATE MUR es CIN vicars snundissands torso dacalirctaseciacadamseceesteuncameneet 69 


[2] 


19. Pariksit takes a vow of fasting till death and Suka pays a visit to WIM ..........s00..---eceseseenes 


1. The process of meditation and the cosmic form of the Lord described ..........-..-:scsesesseees 
2.Concentration on the gross and subtle forms of the Lord and the 

two types of Mukti (Liberation), viz., Kramamukti or gradual Liberation 

and Sadyomukti or immediate Liberation ..........ssceesessesesesesnessesseeesnenenesssnesenentesaneasenenes 
3.Worship of different deities for the gratification of various desires 

and the superiority of Devotion to the LOI ...........-:--sssesesetsieseesseeeseenennecesecesnsnenenenenenssenes 
4. The king asks a question about the creation of the universe and the 

sage Suka commences his diSCOUISE ...........+.eseeeesreseeeees RCO CN OTC eTee 
5. A description Of the COSMOS .......cecsessssssescsescectsnessesssesseetecsssensaetascarseeesssreranesaseesseesareesnes 
6. Glories of the CoSMic Being ............:-cssseesessesecscesessenesseeaeensesceesnessensanaesaeesersceestensnaneseneees 
7. The stories of the Lord's sportful CESCENES ........secccecseeteeeceeetsetenseteetsetseteeeessattanteseeeseeeeens 
8. King Pariksit asks various questions of the sage ARI, wcicvaspsstassanseastaioensnuraR ease aN VI 
9. Brahma beholds the divine Abode of the Lord and is taught by Him 

the text of the Bhagavata, consisting of four CoUplets OMY ..........--sessesetsetetseeceereeserteenenes 

10. The ten characteristic features of the Bhagavata . 


1. Meeting of Uddhava and Vidura .......csssesecesesesesesrenenestecsesessssnsnenensesacenencneneceanenenenaneasins 
2. Uddhava recounts the childish sports Of the LOI ..........:-sceseesseneeeateseeseececeneensaeneeetaeenees 
3.A brief survey of the Lord's other exploits .........eceeesenetstecsesenseceseseseneeseesssenenscecneenenteens 
4.As directed by Uddhava, Vidura calls on the sage Maitreya ...........sescssesssessseseeneeeneeneees 
5.The sage Maitreya describes the process of creation in reply to Vidura's 
QUESTION 2... esses eseeeseesecescsesesenenenassescsesssensnecsunenesanecscscessaresarsenensnensescceneneengnanaensaanecsanseaees 
6. Appearance of the Cosmic Body .......:ssesscseeeercrersenenersrsecsssssnerenenenensceeeteenersneananteseess 
7. Vidura'S QUESTIONS ........cc.ccccseccssessrssssesanscsecenssseseesnesesessesseccenceseesenesnessccnsosseesenenesseneeserseee 
8. Brahmas manifestation ............-.:sscsssersesseseeseeseessorrestsensesecseeseeesneeseeessnsssseuserenserssnneonnnass 
9. Brahma extols the LOrd ............-scccsssssessersscssscssssesesneansenrsnsscnesesssseseassnescccecsnssennecoesnaseenes 
10. Description of the tenfold Creation ........csccecseseeereneneneseessscsseesesssesssananenenersanensasecerennennes 
11. Divisions of Time such as Manvantara And SO OM .....ccsssccecssceeeeeereeeentesesecenesereesneesaes 8 
12. The multiplication Of Creation ....eccescesenseterseseneeeesseesersersnsnseessssssereaseeeeeaenestaneseesesees rss 
13. The Lord's Descent aS the Divine Boar ........ccsescessecsseerreetseeteeenseceneseesceeresransenaecnensenseaes 
14. Diti's CONCEPTION .........cceceeseesseseeesseneneseneeeesecnscesenessesesesaessesssssenseesseetenesseaesreneenseansesnenes 
15.Sanaka and his three brothers pronounce a curse against Jaya and 
VIJAYA oo. .seseeccssescsceccecenpeoscsesevsccsseeesenssnsscencnsapensnacseececesesssarsnensseessssecesnesesasecesssanasneuaancces eres 
16. The fall of Jaya and Vijaya from Va@iKUNMtha .....cceeesseeesseseeetersenetenseeeseeeesereceeseceetaenesees 
17.Birth of Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa and the latter's conquest of 
thE FOUL QUAFTETS .....esseeseseecsseceeeseresseterneesneessaeeseecsrsseesersensaeneesaeereesens ee 
18. Encounter of the Divine Boar with Hiranyaksa ...........cceeeeeecesesnesttsseesseeseeeaernreetnaesenaeees 
19. Death Of HiraMyAkSa ec cccessssescesesessseeseseretenssteeesseeeseeresraseneeeesaescseseanesneneeneaeeesseneserees 
20. The various species of living beings created by Brahma ...........sesssseesssesseeseseereceeeneaeees 
21.The sage Kardama practises austere penance and the Lord confers a boon 


(3] 


22. The sage Kardama accepts the hand of DeVahitti ..............eeeeessseneeceeesnneeneeeeeeessseneseeees 233 
23. Amorous pastimes of Kardama and Devahilti ............ cee eessseneesseeeaseeeeceeeceeeseeseeaesenneeees 237 
24- Descerit-Of LOrd Kapila wssistessscirevecvsccsrsmdercaatvartinessiaararsavtencsentaeeaeiaaimaveleeadbapayreaccsasgen 243 
25.Lord Kapila expatiates on the glory of Devotion in response to the query 

OF MSHS DEVAA sececassssweavcacesiaimsasavinaranntrersaverstelniastanestoan dius enanennboteantRMEr cma 247 
26.The process of evolution of the Mahat-tattva and other fundamental 

PINOT, sieves ciaxvncnsistiexndsis Wey ev ewcen Capea vi igi base ve isd ated (Sanne teeen se sneestnalienevaeistanwneseaananiod 252 
27.How to attain Liberation through the differentiation of Matter 

ra glo Ess] al] aay demeeceertree trocar rrror eerie trereer ore Seerer Ter ree Cee OTE eT rere TT reser er 259 
28: The process of the: CightfOld YOGA scsicivscccsssstserseswacsnvesvesevearsenscrvesdbewsnssssastsaaiianesseavetociiens 262 
29. True meaning of devotion and the glory Of Time ........... cee ecseesseetssneseeeecetaeseesereneeeeeeees 267 
30. Downfall of men attached to their body, HOUSE CIC. oo... essere stenetsecceeessneceseseeneeseeesees 271 
31. The stages of growth Of A NUMAN EMDIVO ...........ssceeeceetseesceccesenaecceeccetnreeescsesenneeeeseneees® 274 
32.Destiny of the souls departing from this world by the "Bright Path", 

the "Dark Path" and so on, and the superiority of Bhaktiyoga .......ccceeeceeeseecsseseeeeeeeees 280 


1.The Progeny of Swayambhuva Manu's Daughters .........:cseccesscsssereeereseseseeeesceaneateereess 288 
2. Iil-fealing between Lord Siva and Daksa ...........iaseese-sasssvosconsssansnvsncosstisedsevaastiearasteraerestee 294 
3. Sati insists on joining the sacrificial festival at her father's ........cccceccsessesessseescessessetseeeeess 298 
4: Sati burns herself witht the fire of VOga essesciccscsgsscacssstesteccecarsienssceessstasstacsvvarsstncessvesccencnes 301 
5. Virabhadra wrecks Daksa's sacrifice and DehEadS HIM .........-eeeeceneceseeeeeeeeeecenneeeteeeenees 306 
6. Brahma and the other gods proceed to Kailasa and appease Lord Siva ..........e.scessee 309 
TECOMPBIETON: OF DakSa'S! SACOG i: sais esie sercucspascvevesenssnencamsenssinspensesneresapenecrsens \ijesssadtaseienct 315 
8 Dhruva's: departure Tor te: WOOdS scsscssciscatanncvatsseecosccniacsnseconaizestyssasteeecavasguonsan eam ssuaNeIsee 323 
9. Dhruva returns home after receiving a boon from the LOM ......... cee ccseeeceeseeeeeesceeeseeeetens 331 
10.Uttama's death at the hands of the Yaksas and Dhruva's encounter 
WUT CE EMESID ccscccnauaconsvixennncessieashwnseasnaitesanen ska pp avenis arwanaeeea2tiaa aathetieis irene eareenioascanseeeninns maa . 838 
11.Swayambhuva Manu intervenes and persuades Dhruva to cease 
HITTIN IG) oun ensrsewivedslearansaavenvicctlsdshastpadelshNassnasndedacsea vathaschacaessasketNnsedeeetareass pleat Nilesh iN OTeTOS 341 
12. Kubera confers a boon on Dhruva, who ascends to the abode of Lord Visnu ...........06 345 
13. Dhruva's posterity and the narrative of KiNG ANGa ..........ccsecseesesseeeeseceseseeeesssesseeeeeeeesees 350 
14z THE SIORy OF King VENA ccessssccenescmcnscasavsasaavonseccacasa ees uaics wradoas ated voannastaaavenaicamaneeacsawecneesszece 355 
15. Descentiand coronation of king! PHN. .0s..6sseccossssvenseesecsernasercnneronnsnntanssennecessoarongnsnenesaneee 359 
16. Glorification of king Prthu by the Dards ...........scscessssssenesecssssseccesseneeescensesasesseesanensessesees 362 
17.King Prthu gets angry with Earth and the latter extols NIM ........ceceesesecteneetseeteeteneeeeeeee 365 
18.King Prthu milks Goddess Earth in the form Of & COW ........csseressesseseneeseeesneessestsnneeseneeeens 369 
19. King Prthu performs a hundred horse-Sacrifices .......ccceccsssseecceeeenseeeteeteesecneeteeeeeneereces 372 
20.Lord Visnu manifests Himself in the sacrificial hall Of KING PIthu .......ccceceseeeeeseeeeeeees 376 
21. King Prthu's teaching to his Subjects .............scsscsceseissnssccsveeceossccnnecersuseerneccenteennvossaneossssss 381 
22. The sage Sanaka and his three brothers impart instruction to king PIthu.........cceeee 386 


23.King Prthu practises asceticism and departs for the other WOrld ...........::ccseseeeesenseeeeeeees 393 


[4] 


24. The hymn sung by Lord Siva (and taught to the Pracetas) ........ccc:csessssssecseseessseseeresesees 397 
25. Introductory part of the parable Of PUPANjANA «0... ees seceessetsceeceetteeseseecentaneceseeseestsaeeees 405 
26.Purafijana goes a hunting to the forest and the queen gets angry with him............0..6 410 
27.Raid of Candavega against the capital of Purafijana and the story 

OF Kal Ania iixciacessceccinapinicnmann aay aaaiaaa EAE 413 
28.Purafjana is reborn as a woman and attains liberation through the 

TOBCHINGION MIS FASTIG, JAVIGEEE) ox; sSvedticnnccpensesonnssnesnessontacniennepeaegsnlastacesoesasanisutbes wosboncgashe 416 
29.The Dialogue between king Pracinabarhi and the sage Narada (continued) ..........-.:00 421 


30.Bhagavan Visnu confers a boon on the Pracetas, who then return to 
their city and marry the foster-daughter Of the tre@S .....s.sccccseeecersreseereeeseeeeerine 430 
Si. ENO: StGKy Of The PACES see sce avsess eaeenssces es yap egac ce sagstuniteacTanoxdanssCavacusit neous ubvansavaaeevansticnsts 435 


TTHG Stony OF PAV AV atta. cccciscvcassccssucszwscccstratennsciovesneneriacciesdaumiattnanns dre caaaaevemimecatienanennTeTNNCS 439 
PG pe GN, Tee ee ee 445 
ig pherdescentiaf ord FRSADINGL -.....ccissssasspceitensenrsesivssecoesspansdaseoacavaswaprsncaslltvethschuapyeassannscses 448 
ALTHeSOVErEIGNIY OF RSA ss ccssscecsassxsseseussivseeece acess cesaseiiaba caauig panveeanassiaventuates vanes sxant ess 451 
5.Lord Rsabhadeva instructs His sons and Himself takes to the life of 
an ascetic who has shaken off worldly feeling and Obligation ...............-:cesesesseeesseeetteees 454 
6. Lord Rsabhai quits: GUS DOG scavsiccszssvepesccarecesnevessasacees neat cunasesaianos ease an eae Sesious eoun aasetaveneks 460 
TEENS SOY OF BHAA seasssascescxssvessexcccsoveeseasxan saasavinwcawrnacenssasaaonsinnes tanndaanncanieep istoasnaaisnennta 463 
8.Bharata conceives an infatuation for a fawn and is reborn AS A GOEL .......ssssesseeeeeeetaeees 465 
9, Bharata reborn for a second time in a Brahmamna family 0.0.2.0... cece cee ceeeeeeeeceeeseeeeeeeeeee 469 
10. The meeting of Jadabharata with king RAHOgana ......csccesecestessercscersersscsscerersseeescesesees 473 
+1. Bharata's:teaching fo: king: HANG gana ,.....----...s.s-csrcorsseshancssensoudsenneanoustvadbesncssuesbavadsiconses 478 
12. Bharata answers the query Of RANUgaMa ....... eee scsecceeesenssseecessssesssssseersaeeseeeseesenaaenses 481 
13.Bharata allegorically represents this state of worldly existence as a 
forest and the doubts of Rahigana get resolved .........sssesseessetseesseeseeeesseessseerasneeeeeeceeenns 484 
14, Jadabharata elucidated the meaning Of the AlleQGOry ......c..eseseseeseeesesreneeseeeceseeteeerseeeenens 488 
15.An account of Priyavrata's posterity CONTINUG ....... ce eee eenseeseesseerssensesesserenseseeeeensaeees 494 
16, A:dascriptioniof the terrestrial World......---.rersssrerenrersnnsnenenersenpsnbonsnasvecdssaaseonsesdusvonassondenies 496 
17.An account of the descent of the holy Ganga and a song of praise to 
Lord Satikarsana by the divine Sarikaral....sscescserssscssoessecsssneccssensesceesonensossesestersssnesanenses 500 
18.A description of (the various Varsas) of the terrestrial globe CONtINUEM .............-:eeeeeeeees 504 
19. The description of JAMDUdWipa CONCIUMEM oc... eeeesessscsscsseeesssecseceeeessesessssceateaeereneaeenes 511 
20.A description of the other six Dwipas and the mountain-range 
ENO OK AIOE os cusvevase icp uiscsvateeet spiosescsaayletens coeneiia mvennnnentatansnsnanons dive tvaatsesetyaensee veaanaMianies 516 
21.A description of the stellar sphere as well as of the chariot of the sun-god 
ANG HIS SALONA Ss cxscaisnscracaresincecoerassnveecinnrenssansveenanssavtoientans anandansoas evadnbeanteevernarereeesastinend 523 
22. The relative position of the planets and their MOVEMENTS ........-.:cscceeeeccerteeeeeseeeeterseteneeee 527 
23. The disposition of the stellar sphere represented in the form of a GOIpHiN ...........:eeeeee 531 
24.The position of Rahu etc., and the limits of the heavenlike subterranean 
HRCI Sop sssiania tansy s paptnasecds Se paceisact'caabet castes TONGUE Reopd AOU a saeco Uaaea es mG KER To 533 
25.A supplement to the description of the subterranean SYStEM ...........:sceeeeseneeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeee 538 


26. A description of the inieriial TEGIONS: «inc eamconcantrveoncesnansovennvasnacnansnsaptanae snare sermeaaieuewisl eaageun 541 


[5] 


1. The introductory part of the Story Of AjAMIA ..... ccs sssessetsetseneeereescesseentaeeseenseceeanenee 549 
2.The messengers of Lord Visnu expound the Bhagavata Dharma (the 

cult of Devotion) and Ajamila ascends to the Lord's supreme AbOde ...........s:ceseereeereeeees 556 
3.A dialogue between Yama (the god of retribution) and his MeSSeNnge’s ........-.-.-eseereeres 561 
4.Daksa extols the Lord, who appears in person before HIM .......seecececerseeeseeeseeseeeeeeeneees 566 
5.Narada subjected to an execration (by DakSa)..........ccscsserceersescseeesetseesesecsseneeerseersseense 573 
6. The posterity of Daksa through his Sixty GAUGHNtErS ..........csecceenccseeseesseeseeseeeeetaeseeeeeeaens 578 
7.Deserted by the sage Brhaspati, the gods choose VisSwarupa for their 

PLO CODON -ccsnecctseccccnenonnnisvnsncvenettursscerssesondesvennnssactpuuansabénovaoadtncrvestenpanSuasonsanssaxarsearsosnngnnsnad 582 
8.The text of the (holy) Narayana-Kavaca (a prayer invoking the 

protection of Lord Narayana) taught (tO INCra) .......cccccesessseseteeseeeesesseestnenseeeeecsenaenenaees 586 


9.Indra slays Viswaripa; and routed by the demon Vrtra (the younger 
brother of ViSwarupa), the gods call on the sage Dadhici at the 


TESST ICO TSS IPOS cs ccees anit icststeuctcceactvemces gueeces cuss eSuceadsneadsss sagas danpae rbantbieanebeseancayseneeaee 592 
10.An account of the conflict between Indra And Vitra .......ce ee cecssestseeseeeseecaeneneesseceeseeeeeens 600 
11, Vitta's taOChINng TO INGA. sccscisniscssiscanssasnesacaceadscensscansonssavnteaivesivacasccasovaavecesusssaseetwatsonece 603 
12: THENGOMION NITE SIAIM sc occsisccacsvessqsvsnann vesrstostcnavnssasioni savensbucne savevcesseesssdacundereadvessscranevstwoine 607 
AO TGIEES WIGTONY «cicascencetions dhveassxesicnnstieyesttsentctenss tacdyevencoesnddbeataaianes xceashinesn dubeseosaanonobewanehicense 610 
PA: THe LAMONt OF CHAK GRE cas ccccnvverxceesesronesanncanssnnansysnesannnsdnaannattnd ieryasnana Santa oss annnnueaseOninTseem™ 614 
45 ClRrAKSt: COMS OIG casas iayauscszncasavcawasyaiacoaanaa'cia ites vasemeacenes douasegess wisn lanaaveta caaaseinancnGsCaeaaess 620 
16.Citraketu realizes (his oneness with) the Supreme Spirit ..............cessessseessseesseeenesseeeseeee 622 
17.Citraketu cursed (by Goddess Parvati) .........cssscssesscssessseeessererssceneseeeeeesseesseensenesseseeeeeees 630 
18, An account of the birth of the Maruts (the forty-nine WiNd-Gods) .........:cssssesseeecereeteeeees 634 
19. The procedure of observing the sacred VOW Of PUMSAVANA .........sescceetteseseeceneeeeteeeenaene 644 


1.A dialogue between Narada and Yudhisthira; the story of Jaya and Vijaya ............. 646 
2.Hiranyakasipu rids his mother (Diti) of her grief (caused by the death of 
his:younger brother, iran yakSa):.-.iscsversceccpereseeveareavavnsasvestioonpsngenvovsonssansexasengvevecsonsepes 651 
3.Hiranyakasipu asks a number of boons (of Brahma, who is pleased 
WITH HIS ALISHSTITOS) ja cceiccvevisncsscasscavacssvncnassvactitestosemaesncneen xsanietescscesz vate venue seracdaunaserapieasseoas 657 
4. Hiranyakasipu's atrocities and Prahrada's virtues reCOUNted ...........--ssseesereerceeeetneenes 661 
5. Hiranyakasipu attempts the life Of PraNrada..........sescersecessessesesenseecesceseteenseereecseseeneeenees 666 
6. Prahrada's teaching to the CEMON DOYS .....ssesssecseccsseeseesssecsssessvsessesssccsnsenucsnvcescceaseeseensecs 672 
7.(Prahrada's) teaching to the Daityas' SOMS ..........essecssssetsseerseesseeseseeeseeereeessaeessaneceneesenes 675 
8.Lord Nrsirnha extolled on the death of the demon king (at His hands) ............----sseseesees 681 
9.A Eulogy of the Lord (by Prahttada) .....c:ccceeversasvssnsossossvoscassnscsansboseacesceasenenevensseosencsonsenen 689 
10. (The story of) the conquest Of Tripura ..........s-.scccssecssorsessenatoerespcoccssevnreoreonsecnsaacntsusposanee 698 
TicAn Induity Into vght CONGUCE wesccrueinsevenmiaenuerazartikelnastielennectmieiawesers 705 
12. An'inquiry into right conduct (Continued) .........:..0..scssscersenccssosevsesstenesenssacensensenecenasensonses 710 


13.The course of conduct prescribed for a Samnyasi and a dialogue 
between an: Avadhiita and Pranrada wei scssciccceccssctecccsssssessnncceuosntscssocscavsavsvenssaccscsscnesoovees 714 


14.An inquiry into right conduct (CONTINUE) .........-.eesseeseeecesesesnenstsseceseenesstanananenseseeenanenenens 719 
15.An inquiry into right conduct (CONCIUdEC) -.........ceeeeeeseseerseeneessnsesceeeeraneseesensssneenenennaane 723 


4. The Manvaritaras GeScribed .........-c.ccsoscossr----essasessentascesonesnssnesasndcsiasnsstenssoussusssebiascenesweiae 
2. The lord of elephants is caught in the grip Of AN AlliQatOr ......... esses eseeeseseertenenseeetens 739 
3.The leader of the elephants extols the Lord and is rescued from the 
GANGEFOUS SITUATION ........-ecceseseeseeeseetensseeseseesceesneeesuensenserssescenenensanesscnenceesasnesnenennensanenenens 743 
4. Deliverance of the lord of the elephants ........ Soe. 5 aaeedebaaayns eased Conousibnctont eucaasteaywareams wee 748 
5. The gods resort to Brahma and the latter glorifies the LOT ........-ssssesissesersereseesreneesnnsnes 751 
6. Transportation of Mount Mandara (to serve as a churn-staff for stirring 
the OCEAN Of MIIK) ..........secssseesseerseesssssssesseresensenssenescnsenesenenssssessansasensseesserasentssatseasscannaesey 758 
7.The gods and demons proceed to churn the ocean and Lord Siva drinks 
the poison appearing OUt Of it... cceeeeeseenesneneseseeeseensesessransneacsseeenensecoranenenenenaassaneagey 762 
8.The manifestation (in a personal form) of the Lord's (own) enchanting 
POTENCY ......sereessesessersssssseersessesessseeeseessnenseranensnesssesecesesesseeusnesenesaessecncnsecanenananuananaissaneocerend 768 
9. Appearing in the form of Mohini (an enchanting damsel), the Lord deals 
Out Mectar AMONG the GOS ......sssesecssseecceeereeeeseeerenstarsessrsesessssessseessesenanesaesenseeceeersareentets 772 
40. Outbreak of hostilities between the gods and the ASUIAS .........seseeeesssessesereeseeneetaenatens 775 
41.Conclusion of the conflict between the gods and the GEMOMS ........scseeseseerserersserreenes 781 
42: Wifatuietion OF LOPE SaUWeALA ...a:c.sce<cesccossnnsnccnssorsesntonsonersnseorensnarnessonsorosnneseassaseasevenssnssenses 785 
43. An account of the (concluding eight) MANVANtaraS ......sesssesessseeestseeeeeeetetteteeneesaeeenees 790 
14.Functions of a Manu and other functionaries holding office in his 
OMINIStrATION ....0::c0.c.ccccceeeseescesssceesacsssesccscsessecsonssoasssssessesscsacesseeesonusensonsseneseseesseansenens 794 
15. Conquest of heaven by Balli.....eccecsesecsceseseseseestseeeenssesssseccesnsenseneneensansnseneanconsecensenaasenes 795 
16. The procedure of (observing the vow of ) Payovrata disclosed to Aditi............2ceseeeeeeee 799 
17. The Lord manifests Himself before Aditi and grants her desired DOOM...........----ecerseees 805 
18.The Lord appears as the divine Dwarf and visits the sacrificial performance 
OF. GRAM I: .ccsecsenccenscscocsstvesassodnecsenacsepacezccarccscseseesscastouscasansconsasenuancoseeusconosarsquanvesonsaneernenssncenss 808 
19.The Lord asks three paces of land of Bali, who gives his word; while 
Sukra remonstrates with him against this COUrSE ...........sccsesssesssessneseeseecnecstsssessesnseneanees 812 
20.A vision of the Cosmic Body (of the LOrd) ............:csceeeseedessereeeetsesssnseseesseeseneseesreseneneanens 817 
21. Bali put in DONS ..........s.cessecsssecssesssessensenessesesneensssssssnsevensesesaneneeneneenesssoncesensencnscneneneneanas 821 
22.A dialogue between king Bali and Lord VAMana ........---ssrssesesrernstenstcecscessenncncncneensnananans 824 
23. Freed from bondage, Bali enters the region Of SuUtala.........ssssserseereeeneerscessesesenaneeens 829 
24. The story of the descent of the divine Fish reCcOUNted ........ssseeseseeseeeeseseeseeeetnaeneenaniase 832 


eet ie Sh 
wow Sey 


. BY MAAS ATA: 
The Glory of Srimad Bhagavata-Mahapurana 


(Extracted from the Padma-Purana) 


Discourse | 
A Dialogue between Narada and Bhakti (in a living form) 


aera fadieraeeda | aoaafaarra «site saat 1 I 


We sing the glory of Sri Krsna, who is all truth, all consciousness and all bliss, who is 
responsible for the creation, sustenance and destruction of the universe, and who puts an 
end to the threefold agony (viz., 1— that having its origin in one's own body or mind; 2— that 
inflicted by other creatures and 3—that having its source in natural calamities). (1) 

4 aap «= coe fae ARTA 
waft oda | atatsReteet «= adyaecd «= araradisfer 121 

When Vedavyasa (who was born in an island) saw his son (Suka) going away all alone 
with the intention of leading the life of a recluse, even though the latter had not yet been 
invested with the sacred thread and (accordingly) had no occasion to perform any secular 
or religious duties, the sage felt distressed at (the thought of) his separation from the latter 
and called out ."Hullo, my son!" (At that time) it was the trees that responded on his behalf, 
filled as they were by his presence. | bow to that (juvenile) sage (Suka), who (being one with 
the Universal Spirit) has access to the hearts of all created beings. (2) 

aa 0 geardtaafierer «Wear Heraarepae: aaa 13 1 

Bowing to Suta of exalted wisdom, seated in Naimisaranya Saunaka, who was clever at 

enjoying the flavour of the nectar-like stories connected with the Lord, said (as follows):—(3) 


Qh Sara 
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faamictaga oe wtameni saci qe: sidt Agus afte ¢ | 
Saunaka submitted : O Sita, possessing (as you do) the splendour of millions of suns 


capable of completely dispelling the darkness of ignorance, (kindly) narrate (to us) the best 
part of the Lord's stories, which may prove as nectar to my ears. (4) How does the great 
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power of discernment— (which is) obtained through Devotion, spiritual enlightenment and 
dispassion—grow and how are delusion and infatuation got rid of by the devotees of Lord 
Visnu ? (5) In this terrible age of Kali living beings (men) have mostly acquired a diabolical 
nature. What is the royal road to their purification, assailed as they are by (the fivefold) 
afflictions (in the form of nescience, egotism, likes, dislikes and fear of death) ? (6) (Pray, ) 
point out (to us) now the means which may ever prove to be the best of (all) expedients 
conducive to blessedness, the most purifying of (all) purifying agencies and which may lead 
to the attainment of Sri Krsna. (7) The Cintamani (a gem reputed to be capable of granting 
all one's desires) can provide (only) worldly enjoyment and the (wish-yielding) tree of the 
gods, the riches of heaven. A (worthy) preceptor (however), when pleased, is capable of 
granting the title to attain Vaikuntha (the realm of Visnu), hard to win (even) for the Yogis.(8) 


Ud SaraT 
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Sita replied : Saunaka! surely there is love in your heart (for the Lord) and therefore 
after (due) deliberation | shall disclose that which is the essence of all established 
conclusions. (Nay,) | shall tell you that which is capable of dispelling the fear of 
transmigration, is prone to swell the tide of Devotion and conducive to the gratification 
of Sri Krsna (Pray,) hear it attentively. (9-10) The (holy) scripture known by the name of 
Srimad Bhagavata was expound in ( this age of) Kali by the sage Suka with the object of 
completely destroying the fear of being caught in the jaws of the serpent of Time. (11) 
There is no means other than this conducive to the purification of the mind. One gets (to 
hear) Srimad Bhagavata (only) when there is virtue earned in (one's) past lives.(12) When 
the sage Suka had taken his seat in the assembly of sages in order to give his exposition 
(of the holy scripture) to (the royal sage) Pariksit, the gods arrived there in a body actually 
holding a pitcher full of nectar. (13) Bowing to Sri Suka the gods, who are all skilled in 
accomplishing their end, submitted, "Accepting this nectar (brought by us, pray,) vouchsafe 
to us in exchange the nectar of your discourse. (14) When this barter is made, let the 
celestial beverage be quaffed by the king (Pariksit), while we shall all drink deep of the 
nectar in the shape of Srimad Bhagavata." (15) "The beverage of the gods and an 
exposition of this holy scripture bear no comparison with each other in this world any more 
than a piece of glass and a precious gem can be likened to each other." Thinking thus, Sri 
Suka (to whom the knowledge of Brahma stood revealed) laughed away the gods on that 
occasion: so the tradition goes. (16) Knowing them to be anything but devotees, he did not 
confer on them the nectar in the shape of an exposition of the holy scripture. (Thus) the 
story of Srimad Bhagavata is a rarity even for the gods.(17) 
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In the former days even Brahma (the creator) was astonished to witness Pariksit's 
emancipation that way (as a result of hearing an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata). In the 
Satyaloka (his own realm) Brahma (the birthless god) set up a balance and weighed (on it) 
the various courses of spiritual discipline. (18) (And lo!) all others proved (too) small while 
this one (Srimad Bhagavata) proved superior in point of weight. All the hosts of seers 
experienced great wonder on that occasion. (19) They came to regard the holy book of 
Srimad Bhagavata as an embodiment of the Lord (Himself) in the Kali age and capable of 
conferring the reward of speedy access to Vaikuntha (the divine realm of Lord Visnu) by 
(merely) being read or heard. (20) And heard (from beginning to end) in a week's time, it 
definitely bestows emancipation. Formerly it was made the subject of a discourse to Narada 
by the kind-hearted sages Sanaka and others. (21) Though the story of Srimad Bhagavata 
had (already) been heard by Narada (the celestial sage) through his relationship with 
Brahma,the procedure of hearing it in a week's time was disclosed to him by the (above- 
mentioned) sons of Brahma. (22) 

ae Sara 


waar «ance ai fafa aa: sift: dat: Ga a: Ge 1231 
Saunaka said : How did Narada, who is above (all) worldly controversies and does 
not remain fixed at one place develop a taste for hearing the procedure of listening to 
the story of Srimad Bhagavata and where did he meet them ( Sanaka and his three 
brothers) ? (23) 
Yd Sara 
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Sita resumed : Here shall | narrate to you an episode connected with Devotion, which 
was related to me in private by Sri Suka (himself), accounting me his (devoted) disciple. (24) 
Once upon atime, itis said, the (above -named) four sinless sages arrived in Badarikasrama 
for the sake of Satsanga (fellowship with saints). There they came across Narada. (25) 


PART Hy? 
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The sons of Brahma said: O self-realized saint ! why have you pulled along face? How 
is it that you are afflicted with worry? Where are you proceeding to in haste and where have 
you come from? (26) You appear lost at this moment like a man whose wealth is gone. This 
is (however) not becoming of you,who have given up all attachments. (Please) point out the 
reason. (27) 
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¥ Narada submitted ; Knowing the earth to be the best of all (spheres) as a matter of fact 
| came here, and visited Puskara and Prayaga, Kasi and Godavari (Nasika), Haridwara, 
Kuruksetra, Srirangam and Setubandha (Rameswaram). Though wandering hither and 
thither in these and other places of pilgrimage, | found nowhere such a joy as would cause 
satisfaction to my mind. This earth stands assailed at present by the age of Kali, the helpmate 
of unrighteousness. (28—30) There is no truthfulness, askesis, purity (of body and mind) and 
compassion, nor there is liberality (to the poor). The people are wretched and engaged (only) 
in filling their bellies. They make false statements.(31) They are indeed slow, extremely dull- 
witted, of poor luck and afflicted. Those who pose as saints are constantly engaged in 
preaching false doctrines. Those who have (apparently) renounced the world are rich in 
worldly possessions and have become family men. (32) Women rule the house. Brothers 
of one's wife are the (only) counsellors. Out of greed people sell their daughters. There are 
(frequent) quarrels between husband and wife. (33) Hermitages, places of pilgrimage and 
rivers are controlled by foreigners and temples here have been destroyed in large numbers 
by those wicked people. (34) There is no Yogi, nor one who has attained perfection, no 
enlightened soul and no man performing righteous deeds. All spiritual discipline stands 
consumed by the wild fire of Kaliyuga. (35) In this age of Kali people (at large) take to (the 
vocation of ) selling food-grains, Brahmanas sell (the knowledge of) the Vedas and women 
make their living by prostitution.(36) 
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Observing the evils of Kaliyuga as aforesaid while touring round the earth, | (at last) 
reached the bank of the Yamuna, the scene of the pastimes of Sri Krsna.(37) There | saw 
a wonderful phenomenon; (pray,) hear of it, O great sages ! A young woman was (found) 
sitting there distressed at heart. (38) Two old men were lying unconscious by her side 
breathing hard. The young woman was nursing them; she tried (sometimes) to bring them to 
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consciousness and (at other times) wept before them.(39) She looked all around in search 
of the Lord (the protector of her body). She was being fanned and admonished by hundreds 
of women again and again. (40) Seeing this from a distance,| for my part went near her out of 
curiosity. The girl rose to see me and, agitated in mind, spoke (to me) in the following words. (41) 


OAT 
a a: aet aot fg aarata arraiastt aa cee adereet um ixe! 
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The girl said : Hullo, stay a while, O pious soul ! and put an end to my worry too. Your 
(very) sight is the best means of completely driving away the sins of the world. (42) My grief 


will be assuaged to a great extent by your admonition. Then (alone) does your sight fall to 
one's lot when there is great luck. (43) 


ARG SAT 
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Narada said: Whoare you? Howare these two men related to you? who are these lotus- 
eyed girls (standing beside you)? Point out in detail the cause of your misery, O worshipful 
lady ! (44) 
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The girl replied : | am known by the name of Bhakti (Devotion). These two are regarded 
as my sons, They are Jfana (spiritual enlightenment) and Vairagya (dispassion) by name 
and have become worn out by the process of time. (45) These girls, again, are the rivers 
Ganga and others, gathered together (in living forms) for doing service tome. Yet happiness 
does not come to me, even though | am waited upon by celestial damsels. (46) Now hear 
you my story with an attentive mind, O sage rich in askesis ! My tale is a long one too; (yet) 
hear it and give me (some) solace. (47) 
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Such as | am, | was bornin the Dravida country and attained maturity in Karnataka. | was 
respected here and there in Maharastra and attained a ripe age in Gujarat. (48) Mutilated by 


heretics due to the arrival of the fearful age of Kali, and continuing in the state for along time, 
| grew weak and developed sluggishness alongwith my two sons.(49) Reaching Vrndavana, 
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1owever, | stand refreshed as it were and endowed with extreme comeliness. | have now 
yecome quite young (again) acquiring a most lovable exterior. (50) These two sons of mine 
ying here are, however, experiencing (great) agony due to exhaustion. Leaving this place, 
am (now) proceeding to another place. (51) My sons have attained old age: lam afflicted 
vith this agony. Though their mother, why should | be young and wherefore should my 
sons be old ? (52) Although we three live together, why stands this incongruity ? The 
jatural thing is that the mother should be old and the sons young. (53) With a mind seized 
with wonder | deplore myself. Kindly declare, O sage, what may be the cause of this, 18) 
repository of Yoga ! (54) 


ARG Say 
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Narada replied: With the eye of intuition | perceive in my mind all this misery of yours 
(as well as its cause), O sinless one ! You should not give way to despondency.Sri Hari will 
bring you happiness. (55) 
Yd sad 


AOTATAUT AAT ATMEL TATA: 14 EI 


Sita continued : Having come to know the reality ina moment, Narada (the great sage) 
spoke as follows. (56) 


ARG Sara 
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Narada said : Listen attentively, O young woman ! The present is the terrible age of Kali. 
Righteous conduct, the path of Yoga (union with God) and austerities have disappeared 
under its influence. (57) Practising roguery and evil deeds people are turning out to be (so 
many) replicas of the demon Agha (whose story appears in Srimad Bhagavata X. xii). In this 
age (of Kali) righteous men remain dejected and the unrighteous feel overjoyed indeed . That 
clever man alone who maintains firmness in this age is learned and wise. (58) Year after year 
this earth is graddally becoming a burden for Lord Sesa (the serpent-god). It is not worth 
looking at or (even) touching ( with one's feet). No sign of good luck is to be seen (anywhere) 
either. (59) Nobody even perceives you with your sons at present. Neglected by men blinded 
with love for pleasures, you stand enfeebled . (60) Due to contact with Vrndavana you have 
become young and fresh again. Deserving of praise therefore is Vrndavana, where Bhakti 
dances (with joy). (61) These two (sons of yours, however) are not able to shake off their 
old age due to lack of men having demand for them here. Their deep slumber here is believed 
to have been brought about by the partial gratification of their self ( through their contact with 
the Lord). (62) 
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Bhakti said : How was the impious Kali actually given an abode (here)? and the age of 
Kali having set in, how did the valuable essence of all substances disappear? (63) How is 


(all this) unrighteousness too tolerated by the all-gracious Sri Hari ? (Pray,) resolve this 
doubt of mine. | feel gratified by your words. (64) 
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Narada said : Since | have been questioned by you, O young lady! listen with love, | shall 
tell you everything, O blessed one! and your faint- heartedness will disappear. (65) From the 
(very) day Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) left this earth and ascended to His own 
realm, the age of Kali, which balks all spiritual endeavours, set in. (66) Seen by the king 
(Pariksit) in the course of his conquest of the (four) quarters, the spirit of the Kali age (in a 
living form) like a wretch sought the king for protection. The king, who like a black bee took 
the essence of things, thought within himself, "He (certainly) does not deserve to be killed 
by me; (for) in the Kali age one fully secures through the (mere) chanting of the names and 
glory of SriKrsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva) the fruit which cannot be attained 
through askesis, concentration of mind or (even) through deep meditation. (67-68) Therefore 
perceiving the Kali age to be valuable in (this) one respect, though devoid of substance (in 
all other senses), Pariksit (the protege of Lord Visnu) with a view to securing the happiness 
(blessedness) of those born in Kali allowed the spirit of it to stay. (69) 
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Due to the practice of evil deeds the substance has disappeared from everything in the 
present age. Like the husk devoid of grain (all) things on earth stand divested of their 
substance. Out of greed for food-grains the story of the Lord is repeated by Brahmanas in 


every home and to all and sundry; hence the value of the story is gone. (70-71) Even those 
perpetrating most cruel deeds of various kinds and unbelieving men and savages have taken 
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up their abode in places of pilgrimage; hence the value of sacred places is gone. (72) Even 
those whose mind is agitated with passion, anger excessive greed and thirst for pleasure 
have (outwardly) taken to an ascetic life, hence the value of askesis is gone. (73) Due to want 
of control over the mind, greed and hypocrisy and due to people embracing heretic doctrines 
and abstaining from the study of sacred books, the fruit of Dhyanayoga (the practice of 
meditation) has (also) disappeared. (74) The learned (Panditas) for their part indulge in 
sexual commerce with their wives like buffaloes. They are expertin procreating children and 
are not (at all) clever in achieving Liberation. (75) Devotion to Lord Visnu, following the 
traditions of a particular sect, is nowhere to be seen. In this way the substance of things has 
disappeared everywhere. (76) Such, however, is the spirit of the times ( we are living in), as 
a matter of fact . Who (else) is to be blamed for it ? That is why the lotus-eyed Lord (Visnu) 
toterates (all) this, though abiding (so) close to us (in our very heart). (77) 


Wd sara 
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Sita went on : struck with great wonder to hear this admonition of Narada, Bhakti spoke 
the following words once more. Listen to them, O Saunaka ! (78) 
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Bhakti said :You are indeed blessed, O celestial sage ! You have come (here) through 
my good luck. The sight of pious souls is the best means of accomplishing everything in this 
world. (79) | bow to you, son of Brahma, the recipient of all blessings, treasuring whose single 


teaching Prahrada (son of Kayadhi) was able in this world to conquer Maya, and by whose 
grace the celebrated prince Dhruva too attained an everlasting abode. (80) 


Thus ends the first discourse entitled "The Meeting of Bhakti with Narada” 
forming part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata" in the Uttara- 
Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana. 
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Narada began again: In vain do you vex yourself, O young woman ! Oh, why should you 
be so afflicted with worry ? Think of the lotus-feet of Sri Krsna and your misery will be gone.(1) 
The celebrated Sri Krsna, by whom Draupadi was saved from the tyranny of the Kauravas, 
(nay,) by whom the pretty girls of Vraja were made the recipients of (special) favours, has 
gone nowhere. (2) You, Bhakti, as a matter of fact, are ever dearer to the Lord than His own 
life. Invoked by you indeed, the Lord goes even to the houses of the low. (3) In the three Yugas 
commencing from Satya (viz., Satya Yuga, Treta and Dvapara) spiritual enlightenment and 
dispassion were the means to achieve redemption (of the soul). In Kali, however, Bhakti 
alone effects unity with Brahma.(4) Concluding thus, they say, the Lord (who is all Spirit), 
the embodiment of supreme bliss and consciousness, evolved you, the embodiment of 
Truth, as a charming girl, the beloved of Sri Krsna. (5) Joining your palms (as a token of 
submission), you once asked Him, "What shall | do ?" SriKrsna then commanded you, "Look 
after My devotees !" (6) This was accepted by you as a matter of fact and Sri Hari felt (highly) 
gratified at that time and conferred on you, on the said occasion,as a maid-servant Mukti 
(Liberation) as well as these two, Jfiana and Vairagya (as your sons). (7) In your real form 
you look after the devotees in Vaikuntha; (while) a shadow-form has been assumed by you 
to take care of the devotees on earth. (8) 
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Taking Mukti, JAana and Vairagya with you, you came down to the earth. From Krtayuga 
down to the end of Dvapara you stayed here with great joy.(9) Afflicted with the malady of 


false doctrines (however) Mukti underwent decay in Kaliyuga and under your direction she 
returned to Vaikuntha soon. (10) Yet, even when thought of by you, she comes to this very 
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region and goes back again; while these (JAana and Vairagya) have been kept by you by your 
own side treating them as your sons. (11) Through neglect in Kaliyuga both your sons have 
become sluggish and old. Nevertheless cease you worrying; (in the meantime) | am taxing 
my brain about a remedy. (12) There is no age like Kali, O lady with a charming countenance |! 
In this Yuga | shall establish you in every house and in every individual. (13) If | fail to 
propagate you in the world throwing into the background (all) other cults and placing above 
all grand celebrations (connected with Devotion), | am no longer a servant of Sri Hari. (14) 
Even though sinners, men who will be endowed with you in this age of Kali will attain (after 
death) the abode of Sri Krsna, which is free from (all) fear. (15) Those pure-bodied souls in 
whose mind constantly abides Devotion in the form of love (for the Lord) do not see (the face 
of ) Yama (the god of punishment) even in a dream. (16) Neither the spirit of a departed soul 
nor a fiend nor an ogre nor a demon has got the power (even) to touch those whose mind 
is enriched with Devotion. (17) Sri Hari can be won neither by means of austerities nor 
through ( the study of) the Vedas, nor through spiritual enlightenment nor even through 
righteous action; He can be won only through Devotion. The cowherdesses (of Vraja) bear 
testimony to this. (18) Fondness for Devotion is in fact engendered in the mind of men after 
thousands of lives. In Kaliyuga, in the age of Kali, Bhakti alone is supreme; as a result of Bhakti 
Sri Krsna (reveals Himself and) stands at our (very) door. (12) Those who are hostile to Bhakti 
suffer in all the three worlds. In the past the sage Durvasa, who reproached a devotee (in the 
person of King Ambarisa ) came to grief. (20) Have done with (the observance of) sacred vows. 
Have done with (undertaking pilgrimages to) sacred Places. Have done with spiritual 
disciplines. Have done with sacrificial performances and have done with discourses on spiritual 
enlightenment. Bhakti alone is capable of conferring Liberation. (21) 
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Sita resumed : Hearing thus of her own glory as ascertained by Narada, Bhakti got 
enriched with the fulness of all her limbs and spoke to him as follows. (22) 
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Bhakti said ; O Narada, you are (really) blessed. Your devotion to me is unflinching. | shall 
ever abide in your heart and shall never forsake you. (23) My agony has been dispelled by you 
in a moment, compassionate as you are,O pious soul ! Consciousness, however, has not yet 
returned to my sons; therefore (pray) awaken them, bring them back to consciousness. (24) 
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* For the story of King Ambarisa see discourses IV and V of Book Nine of Srimad Bhagavata. 
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) Suta continued : Narada was filled with compassion to hear the appeal of Bhakti, and 
began to rouse them, pressing them with his fingers. (25) Taking his mouth near their ears 
he shouted clearly as follows :—"O Jfiana, wake up at once !| O Vairagya, wake up !" (26) 
Being roused again and again on that occasion by him through the chanting of Vedic and 
Upanishadic texts, recitations of the Gita and so on, they rose some-how with (great) 
exertion.(27) Full of languor as they were, both began to yawn and could not open their eyes 
to see. Their hair had grown white like (the down of ) a heron and their limbs (reduced to a 
bare skeleton) looked like pieces of dry wood. (28) The moment he perceived them 
emaciated by hunger and inclined to fall asleep again, the sage (Narada) felt worried and 
said to himself, "What should be done by me (now)? (29) Oh, how can their sleepiness and 
old age, which is (even) more formidable, disappear?" Pondering thus, O Saunaka (a scion 
of Bhrgu)! he (Narada) put himself in mind of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows). (30) 
Presently a voice was heard from the heavens saying : "O sage, do not feel dejected. This 
effort of yours will prove fruitful no doubt. (31) For this, however, O celestial sage! perform 
you duly a righteous act. Saints who are the holiest of the holy will point out to you that 
act.(32) When that noble act is performed, their old age including their sleep will 
disappear in a moment and Bhakti will spread all round." (33) The voice from the heavens 
to this effect was clearly and perceptibly heard by all. Narada was struck with wonder and 
said. "What it means is not understood." (34) 
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Narada said : The voice from the sky too has spoken in a mysterious way. wonder what 
may be the act which will have to be performed in order that the object of these two may be 
accomplished! (35) Where will those saints be (found) and how will they impart the 


knowledge of that practice ? What should be done by me at the present moment as enjoined 
by the voice from the heavens? (36) 
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Sita went on : Leaving both there, the sage Narada departed (thence) going forth from 
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one sacred place to another and making inquiries of the great sages on the way (about the 
virtuous act hinted at by the voice from the heavens). (37) The story was heard by all; no 
conclusive reply was (however) given (by any). Some declared the malady as incurable; 
while others said the remedy was difficult to ascertain. Still others, on the other hand, 
remained mute; while some (evaded the issue and ) slipped past (thinking it imprudent to 
hazard a statement). (38) A tumultuous uproar, causing wonder (to all) rose in (all) the three 
worlds.People whispered from ear to ear: "When the trio consisting of Bhakti, Jana and 
Vairagya did not rise (even) though awakened through the chanting of the Vedas and 
Upanisads and recitations from the Gita, there is no other remedy. (39-40) How can that 
which is not personally known as a matter of fact even to Narada be pointed out by ordinary 
human beings here (on earth) ?" (41) In this way by the hosts of seers questioned ( on this 
point) the remedy was declared after (due) deliberation as difficult to make out. (42) 
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Tormented with anxiety, Narada thereupon came forthwith to Badarikasrama. (There) he 
said to himself, "| shall practise askesis here !" and made up his mind to gain that object. (43) 


Meanwhile Narada (the foremost of sages) saw in front of him the great sages Sanaka and 
his three brothers, shining like millions of suns, and spoke to them (as follows) : (44) 
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Narada submitted : O juvenile sages! my meeting has taken place with you through 
great good luck. (Pray) have compassion on me and tell me quickly what I should do. (45) 
You are all (great) Yogis, highly learned and wise. Though looking five years of age each, 
you are older than the oldest.(46) Having your permanent abode in Vaikuntha you remain 
constantly engaged in chanting the names and glories of Sri Hari. Drunk with the charm of 
the nectar-like stories of the Lord's pastimes, you subsist on such stories alone. (47) "Sri Hari 
(alone) is my Saviour !" this formula ever plays on your lips as a matter of fact; hence old age 
as directed by Kala (the Time-Spirit) does not harass you. (48) At the mere contraction of 
your eyebrows in the days gone by Jaya and Vijaya, porters of Sri Hari, sank down at once 
to the earth and it was by your grace that they rose back to Vaikuntha. (49) Oh, your sight 
at this juncture has been secured through (great) good luck. Favour must be done by your 
gracious selves to me, wretched as | am. (50) (Pray) tell me what may be the spiritual 
practice that was hinted at by the voice from the heavens and how It should be gone through 
(by me). (Kindly) describe it in detail. How can satisfaction be caused to Bhakti, Jaana and 
Vairagya and in what manner can they be lovingly and diligently established in all grades of 
society ? (51-52) 
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The Kumaras said : Do not worry, O celestial sage ! Make your mind happy. There is 
already in actual existence an easy way to do this. (53) Oh, blessed you are, O Narada, who 
are the crest-jewel of those who have turned away from the pleasures of sense. You have 
always been the guide of the devotees of Sri Krsna and the illuminator of Bhaktiyoga. (54) 
It should be regarded as no matter of wonder for you, who are making (such) incessant efforts 
in the cause of Devotion. It is (but) proper on the part of a servant of Sri Krsna to make 
constant endeavour to establish Bhakti on a sound footing.(55) Many a course of discipline 
has been brought to light by Rsis in this world, but they all involve exertion and mostly confer 
the fruit of Swarga (heavenly bliss). (56) As for the path leading to Vaikuntha (the everlasting 
and all-blissful realm of Lord Visnu), it yet remains hidden. It is generally through good luck 
(alone) that a person promulgating that course of discipline is found. (57) The righteous 
practice which was hinted at to you the other day by a voice from the heaven is, however, 
described today. (Please) listen with a composed and cheerful mind. (58) 
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Sacrificial performances conducted by means of material substances (consigned to the 
sacred fire), those consisting austerities, those in the form of concentration of the mind and 
others consisting of knowledge acquired through a study of the Vedas, they are (all) symbolic 
of action leading to heaven alone. (59) Indeed Jhana-Yajfia (sacrifice in the form of 
Knowledge) has been recognized by the wise as a symbol of righteous action (action leading 
to Liberation). That Jfiana-Yajfia is the reading of Srimad Bhagavata, and that has been 
extolled by Suka and others. (60) By its (very) chanting great strength will be derived by 
Bhakti, Jana and Vairagya. The suffering of Jfiana and Vairagya will disappear and 
happiness will be regained by Bhakti. (61) All these evils of Kali will surely disappear at the 
(very) chanting of Srimad Bhagavata, even as wolves take to flight at the (very) roar of a 
lion.(62) Then Bhakti, that yields the milk of love, accompanied by Jhiana and Vairagya, will 
dance in every heart and in every home. (63) 
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Narada submitted : When the trio of Bhakti, Jfiana and Vairagya did not wake up (even) 
when roused by means of chanting the texts from the Vedas and the Upanisads and 
recitations from the Gita, how will they get up on a reading of Srimad Bhagavata, (for) in the 
stories of Srimad Bhagavata,as a matter of fact, is found the substance of the Vedas (alone) 
running through every couplet, nay, through every (single) word. (64-65) (Pray) resolve you 
this doubt ( of mine), since your sight never goes in vain. No delay should be made by you 
in this matter, fond as you are of those who have sought you for protection. (66) 
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The Kumaras replied : The story of Srimad Bhagavata has emanated from the essence 
of the Vedas and the Upanisads. Having an existence apart from them and representing their 
(very) fruit (as it were), it appears to be the very best. (67) The vital juice circulating in a tree, 
for example, permeates it from its root to its very top; it cannot be tasted (in that state). The 
same juice (however), when separated in (the form of ) a fruit, captivates the mind of the 
whole world. (68) To take another illustration, the ghee existing (in a latent form) in milk is 
not capable of being tasted (as such); but the same ghee,when separated, enhances the 
delight (even) of the gods. (69) Sugar too (in the form of sap) permeates the sugar-cane from 
the middle to both its ends, but tastes sweeter when separated (from the cane and 
condensed ). The same is the case with the story of the Bhagavata. (70) This Purana names 
"Bhagavata", which is on a par with the Vedas, has been revealed (by the sage Vedavyasa) 
for stabilizing Bhakti, JAana and Vairagya. (71) Formerly, when ( the said) Vyasa— though 
well-versed in Veda and Vedanta (the Upanisads), and even though he had composed the 
Gita—began to sink in the ocean of infatuation, full of remorse as he was, (this) Srimad 
Bhagavata, which (originally) consisted of four couplets (only), was taught (to him) by you 
on that occasion. By listening to it (the aforesaid) Vyasa was immediately rid of (all) 
obstruction. (72-73) Why should there be any surprise to you at this, prompted by which you 
put questions to us? Srimad Bhagavata should (accordingly) be recited to them (JAana and 
Vairagya) inasmuch as it is capable of driving away (all) grief and sorrow. (74) 
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_ Narada submitted : O great sages, who are solely engaged in drinking the story, (of 
Srimad Bhagavata), sung with all his (thousand) mouths by Lord Sesa (the serpent-god)! | 
have sought refuge in you in order that you may diffuse the light of (divine) love—you, whose 
(very) sight eradicates at once (all) evils and brings happiness to those tormented by the wild 
fire of worldly sorrows. (75) When due to rise of the tide of fortune accumulated in the course 
of many (past) lives a man actually secures the fellowship of saints, it is then alone that 
wisdom dawns (on him) dispersing the darkness of infatuation and pride occasioned through 
the agency of ignorance. (76) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled "A Dialogue between the Kumaras 
and Narada", forming part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata" 
in the Uttara-Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana. 
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Discourse Ill 
Cessation of Bhakti's Suffering 
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Narada submitted : With the object of stabilizing Bhakti, JAana and Vairagya | shall now 
zealously perform a Jfiana-Yajfia (Sacrifice for the dissemination of Knowledge) illumined 
by a reading of Srimad Bhagavata (the scripture expounded by the sage Suka). (1) The place 
where this sacrifice should be performed by me may now (kindly) be pointed out (to me). The 
glory of Srimad Bhagavata may (also) be stated by you, masters of the Veda.(2) In how many 


days shoulda reading of Srimad Bhagavata be heard and what procedure should be adopted 
in it: (pray) tell me that on this occasion. (3) 
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The Kumaras replied: Listen, O Narada! We shall tell you (all) this, humble and discreet 
as you are. Near Haridwara (the gateway of the holy Ganga, so-called because it enters the 
plains here) on the river bank is a place known by the name of Ananda. (4) It is inhabited by 
numerous hosts of Rsis and frequented by gods and Siddhas (who are endowed with mystic 
powers by their very birth). (Nay,) it is crowded with various trees and creepers and 
overspread with fresh and soft sands. (5) The place is charming (to look at) and situated in 
a sequestered area. It is (ever) charged with the sweet odour of golden lotuses. Animosity 
(towards one another) does not abide in the mind of living beings dwelling near that place. (6) 
A Jfiana-Yajria may be commenced there by you without taking any (special) pains (over it) 
and (you will find that) the reading of Srimad Bhagavata there will be full of unprecedented 
charm. (7) Bhakti too will appear there (in person) placing in the forefront the aforesaid pair 
(viz., JAana and Vairagya), always lying before her devoid of (all) strength and with a body 
worn out with age. (8) Bhakti and her two sons must reach there where a reading of Srimad 
Bhagavata is going on. (Nay) the said trio gets rejuvenated as it were on hearing the words 
of the story. (9) 
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Sita resumed : Having spoken thus, the aforesaid Kumaras with Narada went thence 
together to that bank of the (holy) Ganga impatient to enjoy the story of Srimad Bhagavata.(10) 
As they reached the bank there rose at once an uproar in the terrestrial region and the realm 
of the gods as well as in Satyaloka (the realm of Brahma, the creator). (11) All those who 
were keen to enjoy the taste of the Lord's stories, and first of all the votaries of Lord Visnu 
came running to drink the nectar-like story of Srimad Bhagavata. (12) The sages Bhrgu, 
Vasistha and Cyavana, Gautama, Medhatithi, Devala, Devarata and Parasurama, even so 
Viswamitra (the son of Gadhi), Sakala, Markandeya (the son of Mrkandu), Lord Dattatreya 
and Pippalada, Vyasa and (his father) Paraégara, both masters of Yoga, Chayasuka and all 
the hosts of sages, the foremost of whom were Jajali and Jahnu, arrived alongwith their 
wives, accompanied by their sons and pupils and full of excessive longing (to listen to the 
story). (13-14) So came there the Upanisads and the Vedas, Mantras and Tantras, the 
seventeen Puranas and the six Sastras (systems of philosophy), rivers such as the Ganga, 
Puskara and the other lakes, holy places, all the (four) quarters, as well as Dandaka and the 
other forests (all) in a living form. (15-16) Mountains etc., as well as gods, Gandharvas and 
demons went there. The sage Bhrgu persuaded and brought there (even) those who did not 
come because of their importance. (17) 
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enter his ear even for a moment. (27) What will be gained through the hearing of many 
scriptures and Puranas, which will (only) create confusion (in one's mind) ? The Bhagavata- 
Sastra alone proclaims loudly its capacity to grant Liberation. (28) That house itself in which 
Srimad Bhagavata is read everyday is actually converted into a sacred place and drives 
away the sins of those dwelling in it. (29) Thousands of Aswamedha Yajfias and hundreds 
of Vajapeya sacrifices cannot compare (in their efficacy even) with one-sixteenth of areading 
of Srimad Bhagavata. (30) Sins persistin this body, O sages rich in asceticism, (only) so long 
as the story of the glorious Bhagavata is not duly heard by men. (31) In point of efficacy 
neither the (holy) Ganga nor Gaya nor Kasi nor Puskara nor Prayaga can bear comparison 
with a reading of Srimad Bhagavata. (32) 
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If you seek the highest destiny, read even yourself daily one half of (even) a quarter of a 
verse of Srimad Bhagavata. (33) (The sacred syllable) OM (the seed of Veda) and the (holy) 
Gayatri (the Mother of Veda), as also the Purusa-Sukta (a hymn consisting of sixteen Mantras 
sacred to the Cosmic Person and figuring with alittle variation in all the Vedas), the three Vedas 
(Rk, Sama and Yajus) and so also Srimad Bhagavata as well as the twelve-syllabled Mantra( 3 
aHi waa arqeara), the sun-god (appearing in twelve forms, severally presiding over the twelve 
months of the Hindu calendar), Prayaga, Kala (the Time-Spirit) represented by a twelve 
month, nay, the Brahmanas and Agnihotra (the daily offering of oblations —chiefly consisting 
of milk, oil and sour gruel considered as incumbent on every householder of the twice-born 
classes in the former days), the cow and even so the twelfth of every lunar month,also the 
(holy) basil plant and the vernal season (consisting of the two months, Caitra and Vaisakha, 
roughly corresponding to March and April of the English calendar) as well as Lord Visnu (the 
Supreme Person)—no distinction in reality is recognized by the wise among these. (34—36) 
The sins committed in crores of lives by the man who intelligently reads the whole of the 
scripture known by the name of Srimad Bhagavata without a pause get rooted out: there is 
no doubt aboutit. (37) Again, he who reads one half or (even) one quarter ofa verse of Srimad 
Bhagavata everyday secures the (combined) fruit of a Rajasuya and an Aswamedha 
sacrifice. (38) Srimad Bhagavata read everyday, contemplation practised on Sri Hari, the 
watering of the Tulasi plant and service rendered to cows are equal (in value). (89) Lord Sri 
Krsna (the Protector of cows) out of love grants an abode in Vaikuntha itself to him by whom 
is heard at the time of his death even a sentence from Srimad Bhagavata. (40) Nay, the man 
who gifts a copy of it placed on a seat of gold to a votary of Lord Visnu decidedly attains 
absorption into Sri Krsna. (41) 
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The fool by whom even a little of the story of Srimad Bhagavata is not drunk with a 
concentrated mind during his whole lifetime has alas ! spent his life like a pariah or a donkey 
in vain and (only) proved instrumental in causing pangs of childbirth to his mother. (42) That 
fellow of sinful deeds by whom not even a few words of Srimad Bhagavata (consisting of a 
discourse of Sri Suka to Pariksit) have (ever) been heard is depicted as a living corpse. 


Leaders of the community of gods in heaven speak (of such aman ) like this: "Fie upon such 
a man, who is on a level with the beasts and a veritable burden on earth !" (43) 
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An exposition of Srimad Bhagavata is certainly rare in the world. In fact (an opportunity 
to hear) it can be had only through merit percolated through crores of lives. (44) Therefore, 
O wise one, O storehouse of Yoga, this should be heard with diligence. There is no restriction 
regarding the (number of) days in the course of which it is to be heard. The hearing of it is 
commended atall times.(45) The hearing of itis advised atall times side by side with the vows 
of truthfulness and continence. This being impracticable (however) in Kaliyuga, the specific 
rules promulgated by Sri Suka in this behalf should (accordingly) be known. (46) Since it is 
not possible in the age of Kali to control the vagaries of the mind, to observe rules of conduct 
(strictly) and to remain consecrated to a sacred purpose (for a long period of time), it is 
considered advisable to hear (the whole of) it in the course of a week.(47) That (very) reward 
which is attained by listening to it with reverence everyday during (the month of ) Magha has 
been ascribed by Sri Sukadeva to the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata in a week's time. (48) 
The (complete) hearing of Srimad Bhagavata in a week has been commended due to lack 
of control over the mind and prevalence of diseases as well as because the span of life of 
man has been shortened and also because a number of evils are rampantin the Kali age. (49) 
One bids fair to attain with ease, through the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata in a week, that 
fruit in its entirety which cannot be attained through askesis nor through concentration of 
mind nor again through Samadhi (complete absorption of the mind in the Universal Spirit). (50) 
The seven days' hearing of Srimad Bhagavata is superior to a sacrificial performance; it is 
(even) superior to fasting. Itis far superior to askesis andis ever superior to (a visit to) sacred 
places. (51) It is superior to Yoga; (nay) it is superior (even) to meditation and spiritual 
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enlightenment. What shall we say of its superiority ? Oh, the wonder of it is that it is superior 
to everything (else) ! (52) 
ae Jara 
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Saunaka submitted : This story told by you is (really) wonderful. (But) how has the 
Bhagavata-Purana, revealing as it does the true nature of Lord Narayana (the cause even 
of Brahma, a master of Yoga), proved efficacious at the present moment as a means to final 
beatitude, superseding (all other) disciplines such as spiritual enlightenment ? (53) 
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Sita replied : When Sri Krsna was ready to ascend to His own (divine) realm, leaving 
this earth, Uddhava, even after hearing (His teaching contained in) Book Eleven of Srimad 
Bhagavata, addressed the following words to Him: (54) 


SEF SAT 
@ q areata tee omar feera ai afd vedt fat at qe Genres 144! 
amrmisd wfeaht afeata oF: Gor: | aaa est aferaat ger 4a! 
wa ounadt «oyfiniieta «= eee! areal A Seaa AT SR: OTT 1491 
Ha: A al HAT Va AT aT! Meret VOT Gat Prevents ferra: 14¢1 
wigan a om: aa wreath gaa fefonors oapaa: = feafafgarca 1491 
/ 
x Uddhava said : Having accomplished the object of Your devotees, O Krsna (the 
Protector of cows) ! You are going away. There is (however) great anxiety in my mind. (Pray) 
give ear to it and make me happy. (55) The terrible Kaliyuga is imminent. Wicked people 
will appear again. When sheerly due to their fellowship even the virtuous develop ferocity, 
whom will this earth, bearing a (heavy) burden (in the shape of sinners on her bosom), resort 
to in the form of a cow ? No protector other than You, O lotus-eyed One! is in sight. (56-57) 
Therefore, taking compassion on the virtuous, O Love of (Your) devotees, (pray) do not go. 
It is for the sake of (Your) devotees that You have appeared in a qualified (personal) form, 
though formless and all consciousness. (58) How will those devotees live on earth, when 
separated from You? There is (great) hardship in worshipping God without attributes. Here 
ponder a little (again). (59) 
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Hearing this submission of Uddhava on the holy site of Prabhasa, Sri Hari thought (within 
Himself): "What should be done by Me for sustaining My devotees ?"(60) The Lord infused 
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all his glory and energy into the Bhagavata and disappeared in the ocean of Srimad 
Bhagavata. (61) This constitutes, therefore, a visible verbal manifestation of Sti Hari. It 
drives away (all) one's sins by being waited upon, heard, read or seen. (62) Therefore, 
hearing it in a week has been recognized as superior to all ( other disciplines); (nay) in 
Kaliyuga it has been declared to be the (only) righteous course excelling (all) other disciplines.(63) 
Indeed this is the righteous course prescribed in the Kali age for washing away all agony,poverty, 
misfortune and sin as well as for the conquest of passion and anger. (64) Otherwise the Maya 
of Lord Visnu is most difficult to get rid of even for the gods. How (then) can it be set aside 
by men? Hence (with the object of getting over this Maya too) the course of hearing Srimad 
Bhagavata in a week has been commended. (65) 
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Sita went on : While the great virtue of hearing Srimad Bhagavata in a week's times was 
thus being promulgated by the sages (Sanaka and his three brothers), a great marvel took 
place in that assembly at that time. It is (presently) being narrated (to you). Listen you to it, 
O Saunaka ! (66) Bhakti, which is identical with love (for God), appeared (in a living form) all 
of a sudden, taking (with her) her aforesaid sons (JAana and Vairagya) resorted to their youth 
and repeating the names of Sri Krsna! Govinda! Hari! Murari! Lord! allin the vocative. (67) Those 
present in that assembly saw the aforesaid arrived (there) clad in a most lovely attire and 
adorned with jewels in the form of truths contained in Srimad Bhagavata. They (all) began 
to speculate as to how she had come and how entered the assembly in the midst of 
sages.(68) The juvenile sages (Sanaka and his three brothers) then made the (following) 


observation:— "She has just emerged out of the substance of the story of Srimad Bhagavata." 
Hearing these words, she alongwith her sons humbly spoke to the sage Sanatkumara (as 


follows): (69) 
RATT 
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Bhakti submitted : Almost dead in Kaliyuga, | have been reinvigorated by you and your 
brothers this very day, having been fed with the nectar-like story of Srimad Bhagavata. (Pray) 
tell me now as to where | should stay, O sons of Brahma! (Thereupon) they addressed the 
following words to her : (70) 
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“You bestow on the devotees a form similar to that of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows). 

You are the only sustainer of love (for the Lord) and put an end to the disease of 
transmigration. (Therefore) taking recourse to extreme firmness, dwell you as such 
incessantly in the minds of votaries of Lord Visnu. (71) Though prevailing over the (whole) 
world, these evils born of Kaliyuga either will not be able to cast their eyes on youthere." Even 
while she was thus being directed by them, Bhakti instantly took up her abode in the mind 
of the devotees of Sri Hari. (72) 
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Though destitute, they are (really) blessed in all the (three) worlds, in whose heart abides 
exclusive devotion to Sri Hari. It is for this reason that, bound with the chord of Devotion, 
Sti Hari too dwells in their heart, completely renouncing His own (divine) realm. (73) More than 
this what shall we say with regard to the glory of the aforesaid scripture bearing the name 
of Bhagavata, the (very) embodiment of Brahma ? On its being expounded with full 
dependence on it, the praiseworthy exponent as well as the man listening to its exposition 
both attain equality with Sti Krsna ! Have done (therefore) with other righteous courses. (74) 


Thus ends the third discourse entitled "Cessation of Bhakti's Agony", forming 
part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata” contained in the 
Uttara-Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana. 
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Sita began again : Now perceiving extraordinary devotion in the mind of His devotees, 
the Lord, whois (so) fond of His devotees, entered the sinless hearts of His (aforementioned) 
devotees, leaving His own realm. He hada garland of sylvan flowers (about His neck), was 
dark-brown as a (rainy) cloud, was clad in yellow (silk of exquisite texture), stole the mind of 
all (by His extreme comeliness of form), was resplendent with a (shining) girdle and was 
adorned with a brilliant diadem and (alligator-shaped) ear-rings. He stood in a lovely pose 
with His body slanting at three places, and was decked with the charming Kaustubha (a 
diamond-like gem hanging on His breast). He possessed the grace of millions of cupids and 
was daubed with heavenly sandal-paste, was an embodiment of supreme bliss and 
consciousness, most charming (in aspect), and held a flute (against His lips). (1—4) The 
denizens of Vaikuntha as well as those like Uddhava who are devoted to Lord Visnu (here) 
were present there under disguised character with the object of listening to the story. (5) 
Then (on the appearance of the Lord) shouts of "Glory, Glory (to the Lord)!"and blasts of 
conchs were repeatedly heard; there was an unusual abundance of joy and showers of red 
powder and flowers (from above). (6) Those present in that assembly forgot (all about) their 
body, dwelling and (even) their own self. Perceiving this state of their absorption, Narada 
submitted as follows:— (7) 
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Such transcendent virtue emanating from the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata in a week 
Nas been witnessed by me today, O great sages ! Eventhose who are ignorant and wicked, 
including beasts and birds here, have all become most sinless. (8) Therefore, in the Kali 
age there is certainly no other holy act on earth, the region of mortals, as efficacious in 
purifying the mind as well as in wiping out the heaps of sin as the story of Srimad 
Bhagavata. (9) (Pray) tell me what types of individuals get thoroughly purified through a 
seven days' Yajfia consisting of an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata. Keeping in view the 
good of the world an altogether novel method has been brought to light by you, 
compassionate as you are. (10) 
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The Kumaras said : Those men who constantly perpetrate sinful deeds, who are 
ever addicted to immoral practices, who take to evil ways, who are consumed by the fire 
of anger, and who are wicked and full of passion are purified in Kaliyuga through a seven 
days’ Yajfia (as aforesaid). (11) Even those who are devoid of truthfulness, who revile 
their parents, who are restless due to thirst for pleasures, who do not follow the duties 
of their ASrama, who are hypocrites, who are jealous (of the achievements of others), 
who take delight in destruction of life become holy through a seven days’ Yajfia in 
Kaliyuga. (12) Those who commit the five great sins (drinking, killing a Brahmana, stealing 
gold, having intercourse with the wife of one’s preceptor and treachery), who are (ever) 
engaged in practising deception and chicanery, who are cruel and merciless like demons, 
who have grown fat with the money of Brahmanas, who commit adultery, are all purified 
in Kaliyuga through a seven days’ Yajfia. (13) The fools who are ever obstinately engaged 
in committing sins by thought, word and deed, who are parasites, whose mind is impure 
and whose heart in wicked, they all attain purity through a seven days’ Yajfia. (14) 
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(Narada,) we now relate to you an old historical legend. Sins are destroyed by merely 
listening to it. (15) In days gone by a beautiful town was situated on the bank of the 
Tungabhadra. All the residents of that town performed the duties of their caste, spoke the 
truth and engaged themselves in righteous acts. (16) There lived in that town a Brahmana 
named Atmadeva, who was well-versed in all the Vedas and proficient in performing rites 
laid down in the Srutis and the Smrtis. He was glorious like a second sun. (17) Though 
rich he made his living by alms. His wife called Dhundhuli was of good parentage and 
good looking; but she always ruled over her husband. (18) She indulged in worldly gossip, 
mostly talked a lot, was cruel and miserly and expert in household duties, though 
quarrelsome. (19) So the Brahmana couple lived together affectionately and enjoyed life. 
They had enough to satisfy their desires and achieve their objects. They had a good 
house to live in yet they were not happy. (20) When they became aged they commenced 
righteous deeds with the object of having an issue. They started gifting everyday cows, 
land, gold and cloth to the needy. (21) In this manner they spent half their fortune on 
righteous deeds, yet they did not get a son or even a daughter. This greatly worried the 
Brahmana. (22) 
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One day, the Brahmana, distressed as he was, left his house for the forest. At midday 
he felt thirsty and therefore went up to a tank. (23) The grief born of issuelessness had made 
him lean and thin. After he had drunk water, he sat down (exhausted). After one Muhiarta 
(48 minutes) a Samnyasi too arrived at that very spot. (24) When the Brahmana saw that the 
Samnyasi had quenchedhis thirst, he wentto the Sarmnyasi and after bowing at his feet stood 
in front of him sighing. (25) 


Oearea 
wy wets far a ar a fen acted | ae a at wa SS SS BNI 124! 


The Samnyasi said: O Brahmana, why do you weep ? In what great distress are 
you ? Tell me at once the cause of your grief. (26) 
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The Brahmana submitted : O sage, what description shall | give you of my sorrow 
earned through sins | did in my previous lives ? When | offer oblations of water to (the spirits 
of) my (departed) ancestors, the water becomes lukewarm through their sighs and they drink 
that lukewarm water. (27) The gods and the Brahmanas do not accept my offerings with 
pleasure. | am so grieved by the agony of issuelessness that everything appears to me to 
be void (of no value) and | have come here to end my life. (28) Worthless is life without an 
issue. Worthless is home without an issue. Worthless is wealth without an issue. Worthless 
is a race without an issue. (29) The cow | keep turns out to be altogether barren. The tree 
| plant does not bear any flower or fruit. (80) The fruit that comes to my house, soon gets 
rotten. When | am so unfortunate and issueless, what for should | live ? (31) Saying so, and 
struck with grief, the Brahmana began to weep bitterly beside him. This greatly moved the 
heart of the ascetic. (2) He was established in Yoga. He saw the lines on the forehead of 
the Brahmana and, coming to know everything, then spoke to him at length as follows: (33) 
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The Samnyasi said : (O Brahmana !) give up the infatuation for getting an issue. Most 
powerful is the course of (one's) destiny. Taking recourse to wisdom give up the craving for 
mundane existence. (34) Listen to me, O Brahmana, | have looked into your past Karma 
today. For seven lives you will have absolutely no son; and no son at all. (35) In the days of 
yore, the kings Sagara and Anga had to suffer (a lot because of their sons). Therefore, give 
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up all hope of having a family. There is all happiness in renunciation (Sarmnyasa). (36) 


MAT SAT 
fader vai A ga afe aenefti at Aer sroieaes arengiasa: 1301 
unfqedhisd dara: Wen wa fei yee: at we yautraahad: 132! 


The Brahmana said : (O saint!) How will Viveka help me ? Perforce let me have a son, 
otherwise | willin your (very) presence become unconscious with grief and give up my life.(37) 
This renunciation, in which there is no pleasure of having ason etc., is altogether insipid. The 
only sweet thing in this world is family life crowded with sons and grandsons. (38) 
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Seeing this insistence of the Brahmana, the sage rich in askesis said, "King Citraketu 
suffered (greatly) in his attempt to undo his destiny. (39) Therefore you cannot be happy with 
a son because you are like one whose plans are frustrated by destiny. You are so insistent 
and stand before me seeking end; what should | tell you in these circumstances ?" (40) 
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When the sage saw that the Brahmana was still pressing his demand, he gave a fruit to the 
Brahmana and said, "Let your wife eat this fruit. She will then give birth to a son. For one year 
your wife must practise truthfulness,cleanliness and kind-heartedness, give alms and take 


meals consisting of (only) one type of cereals (and that too) once a day. By doing so she will 
get a son of exceedingly sinless disposition." (41-42) 
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Having said so, the Yogi departed and the Brahmana returned to his house. (There) he 
gave the fruit to his wife and himself went away somewhere. (43) Crooked as she was, his 
young wife wept and said to one of her female friends, "| am greatly worried and so | will not 
eat this fruit. By eating the fruit | will conceive a child and get big-bellied. | will not be able to 
take full meals. This will make me weak and | will not be able to do domestic work. If by 
chance dacoits attack the village, how will a pregnant woman be able to run ? If, like the 
celebrated sage Suka, the foetus lingers in the womb, how will she be able to deliver it ? (44—46) 
In case the foetus comes out in a slanting position (at the time of delivery), | may (even) lose 
my life.(Otherwise too, O friend !) pangs of childbirth are (very) severe, how will a delicate 
woman like me bear them ? (47) When | become feeble (due to confinement), my husband's 
sister willin that case take away all my possessions (from my house). (Moreover) it appears 
difficult for me to observe the vows of truthfulness, cleanliness and so on. (48) A woman who 
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has borne a child has to suffer a lot in bringing up the child. In my view the happy woman is 
she who is barren or who has lost her husband."(49) 
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Arguing on these fallacious lines she did not eat the fruit. When her husband asked her 
if she had taken it she replied that she had. (50) One day her sister came to her house of her 
own accord. She narrated everything to her and said, "| am greatly agitated over this. (51) 
| am getting weak (day by day) on account of this worry. Sister, what shall | do?" (52) The 
sister replied, "| am in the family way. When a child is born to me, | shall give it to you. Till 
then you pretend to be enceinte and stay in the house comfortably. Give some money to my 
husband and he will hand over the child to you. (53) (I will so manipulate things that) people 
will say my child died at the age of six months, while | will come to your house daily and suckle 
the child. (54) In order to test its efficacy, give you the fruit just now to the cow to eat." As is 
the nature of women, the Brahmana's wife did precisely as her sister told her. (55) 
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Now in due course when a child was born to her sister,the father of the child secretly 
brought it at once and gave it to Dhundhuli. (56) She too informed her husband that a child 
had been comfortably born to her. All were happy to learn that a son was born to Atmadeva. (57) 
The Brahmana performed the ceremony of Jatakarma in connection with the birth of the boy 
and made gifts to Brahmanas. There was a mixed noise of songs and musical instruments 
and much festivity at his door. (68) Dhundhuli said to her husband as follows:—" There is no 
milk in my breasts. Milkless as | am, how shall | be able to nourish the child on other milk ? 
My sister has (recently) given birth to a child, but the child died. Calling her, keep her in our 
house so that she will suckle your babe and nourish it." (59-60) For the protection of his son, 


her husband did all that (he was told by her). The mother (Dhundhuli) named that child 
Dhundhukari. (61) 
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Three months later the cow also gave birth to a human child. All its limbs were well- 
formed. It was god-like, spotless and shone like gold. (62) The Brahmana was delighted to 
see the child and he himself performed (all) the purificatory rites connected with it. People 
took it as a wonderful phenomenon and all came to see the child. (63) They said to 
themselves, "Look here: fortune has (indeed) smiled on Atmadeva atthe present moment. 
It is (really) wonderful that even a cow should fetch him such a god-like child." (64) By the 
dispensation of fate no one came to know of the secret. Seeing that the ears of that child were 
like those of a cow, Atmadeva named it 'Gokarna’. (65) 
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With the passage of time the two boys grew to manhood. (Of them) Gokarna was learned 
and wise, while Dhundhukari was very wicked. (66) He never washed himself nor did he 
observe cleanliness and other rules of good conduct (appropriate to a Brahmana). He ate 
undesirable things. His anger knew no bounds. He possessed evil things and even ate food 
touched by the hands of a dead body. (67) He committed thefts and bore ill-will to all. He set 
fire to others' houses. He took children in his arms (apparently) in order to fondle them and 
immediately threw them into a well. (68) He took delight in killing and moved about armed. 
He oppressed the miserable and the blind. He delighted in the company of members of the 
lowest caste and used to wander about, noose in hand, with dogs (in search of game).(69) 
Falling in the evil company of prostitutes he squandered (all) his paternal fortune. One day 
he cudgelled his parents and himself took away (even) the utensils (from the house). (70) 
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When all his property was thus lost, the miserly father of Dhundhukari began to wail at 
the top of his voice: so the tradition goes. He said, “It would have been much better if his 
mother remained issueless. An evil sonis a source of agony. (71) Where should | live? Where 
should | go? Who will alleviate this distress of mine? Ah, a great calamity has befallen me. 
This suffering will prove to be the cause of my death!" (72) That (very) moment the wise 
Gokarna arrived there. Revealing the glory of dispassion, he triedto open his father's eyes. (73) 
(He said) "There is no substance in this world. It is full of misery and is a source of great 
infatuation. Neither son nor wealth (really) belongs to us. Aman attached to these has to burn 
day and night (on their account). (74) Happiness neither belongs to Indra (the king of gods) 
nor to a universal monarch. He alone who is disgusted with the pleasures of sense, is given 
to contemplation and lives in seclusion is (really) happy. (75) Give up the silly notion that 
Dhundhukari is your son. Through infatuation one's lot is castin hell. This body (of yours) is 
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bound to fall; (therefore) renounce everything and retire to the woods." (76) 
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Hearing this admonition of Gokarna his father decided to go to the forest and said, "O son, 
point out (to me) in detail what | should do while living in the forest. (77) A fool as | am, bound 


by ties of affection, | have lain as a cripple in the deceptive well of mundane life due to my 
(past) Karma. Surely lift me up, O storehouse of compassion!" (78) 
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Gokarna continued : Cease you to identify yourself with the body consisting of bones, 
flesh and blood. Give up for ever the feeling of meum with regard to wife, son and so on. 
Constantly look upon this world as momentary. Taste the joy of dispassion and be 
established in devotion to the Lord. (79) Constantly practise the virtue of remembering the 
Lord. Abandon all temporal duties. Wait upon saintly persons and give up the thirst for the 
pleasures of sense. Ceasing at once to dwell on the shortcomings and excellences of others, 
enjoy you exclusively the delight of serving the Lord and listening to His stories. (80) 


wa atiraatst we faa ant ad feruferiaetpad: | 
amt gq ufo sige fad ame oemicel 
fa aro seas sieeerracreres fase am aqaiseara: 1% 1 


Renouncing his home in response to his son's advice, Atmadeva withdrew to the forest. 
Although he was on the wrong side of sixty at that time, he was a man of firm determination. 
Engaged day and night in service to Sri Hari, he attained to Sri Krsna by regularly reading 
Book Ten of Srimad Bhagavata. (81) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse entitled "The Deliverance of Atmadeva 
(a Brahmana),” forming part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata" 
in the Uttara-Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana. 


ERENT TE 
PII Sirs 


" BY UBAASEATT: 


Discourse V 
How Gokarna attained final beatitude (alongwith others) 
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Sita began again : His father having retired (to the woods), Dhundhukari severely beat 
his mother (one day) and threatened her saying, “Tell me where the money is or else | will 
thrash you with a burning stick." (1) Afraid of this threat and grieved by the ill-treatment 
received from the son, the mother threw herself into a well at night and died of the fall. (2) 
Established in union with God, Gokarna experienced no sorrow or joy. He had no enemy or 
friend and left on a pilgrimage.(3) 
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Dhundhukari stayed in the house with five prostitutes. His understanding having been 
confounded by his anxiety to maintain them, he began to perpetrate the most heinous acts. (4) 
One day those unchaste women sought ornaments of him. With that end in view he went 
out of the house blind with passion and forgetful of his death. (5) Stealing money from here 
and there, he returned home and handed over to them costly garments and some gold 
ornaments. (6) Seeing a collection of abundant riches the women thought the same night, 
"This fellow commits burglary everyday, hence the king will (surely) apprehend him. Nay, 
confiscating his wealth the former will also certainly sentence him to death. Therefore, for 
the preservation of this wealth, why not secretly kill him ? (7-8) Disposing of him and 
appropriating the wealth, let us go wherever we like". Having resolved thus, they bound him 
tightly with cords while asleep and placing a noose round his neck tried to strangle him. He 
(however) did not die soon. Then they were filled with anxiety and actually put live coals into 
his mouth. Distressed with extreme agony caused by the flames he expired.(9—11) They 


consigned the dead body to a pit, as women are generally daring. Nobody could know of this 
clandestine act of theirs in its true colours. (12) Questioned by people they gave out that, 
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lured by greed of wealth, their paramour had gone to some distant place and would return 
within that (very) year. (13) A wise man as a matter of fact should under no circumstance 
repose trust in wicked women. The fool who relies on them is assailed by calamities. (14) 
None is beloved of women, whose speech is full of nectar and enhances the delight of the 
concupiscent, while their heart is piercing as the edge of a razor. (15) Collecting (all) the 
wealth those unchaste women having many a paramour absconded; while Dhundhukari 
took the from of a dreadful spirit as a result of his evil deeds. (16) Assuming the form of a 
whirlwind and tormented by cold and sunshine, he ever ran hither and thither going without 
any nourishment and remaining thirsty. (17) Repeating the words "Ah, goodness |" he found 
no protection anywhere. After some time Gokarna learnt from the people that he had died. (18) 
(Realizing how helpless the spirit was, Gokarna performed the Sraddha ceremony with 
respect to him at Gaya. Nay, to whatever place of pilgrimage he repaired he did Sraddha 
there. (19) 
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Roaming about in this way the said Gokarna returned to his own town. Unnoticed by 
others he came to sleep at night in the courtyard of his own house. (20)Coming to know that 
his kinsman was lying asleep there, Dnhundhukari revealed himself to him at midnight in a 
most frightful form. (21) Now he appeared as a ram, now as an elephant and again as a 
buffalo. Now he appeared in the form of Indra, now as the god of fire and again in a human 


form. (22) Perceiving this inconsistent behaviour (of his) Gokarna concluded that he was 
somebody in an evil plight and, remaining firm spoke to him (as follows): (23) 


Heo Sara 
Seay Wat at ad sanferay fH ar Fa: free ot Taraisetta sta a: ee 


Gokarna said : Who are you appearing in an exceedingly frightful form at night and 
whence have you been reduced to this plight ? (Please) tell us whether you are some spirit 
or fiend or ogre. (24) 
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Suta continued : Questioned by him thus at that moment, the spirit cried at the top of 
his voice again and again. Being unable to speak, he made gestures alone, it is said. (25) 
Taking water in the hollow of his joined palms then (and consecrating it with a sacred text) 
Gokarna threw it on him. (And) purged of his sin (to some extent) by being sprinkled with that 
water, the spirit began to speak (as follows): (26) 
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The spirit submitted : "| am (no other than) your (own) brother, Dhundhukari by name. 
The status of a Brahmana was forfeited by me through my own fault. (27) Numberless sins 
were committed by me, revolving in the plane of rank ignorance. | killed (many) men and as 
such was (in my turn) tortured to death by (public) women. (28) Attaining the form of a spirit 
in consequence of this, | am undergoing a miserable plight. As my sinful deeds are fructifying 
now as ordained by providence, | subsist on the air (alone). (29) Oh friend, O brother, ocean 
of compassion (as you are), redeem me soon." Hearing his appeal Gokarna forthwith spoke 
to him as follows: (30) 
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Gokarna said : Oblation (in the form of balls of cooked rice etc.), has been made by me 
for your benefit in accordance with the scriptural ordinance at Gaya. It is a matter for great 
surprise to me how you have not been liberated in spite of that ? (31) If no redemption has 
been brought about (even) through Sraddha at Gaya, there is no other remedy in this behalf 
| am afraid. Point you out in detail, O spirit, what should be done by me (now ).(32) 
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The spirit submitted : My redemption will not be brought about even through hundreds 
of Sraddhas done at Gaya.Think you of some other remedy now.(33) 
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Gokarna was struck with wonder to hear that reply of his and said, "If your redemption 
cannot be brought about (even) through hundreds of Sraddhas (done at Gaya), your 
liberation (| am afraid) is impossible. Nevertheless at present, O spirit ! stay in your abode 
free from fear. Pondering over this question, | shall do something conducive to your 
liberation." (34-35) 
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As instructed by him Dhundhukari departed thence to his own abode. Gokarna taxed his 
brain (over the problem) the whole night, but could not strike upon any expedient. Seeing him 
come, people called on him in the morning out of affection. He related (to them) all that had 
occurred the previous night and how. (36-37) Men of learning, those established in Yoga 
(union with God), enlightened souls and exponents of Veda, even though they ransacked 


heaps of sacred books, did not see his liberation through any expedient. (38) Thereupon on 
the question of his liberation the verdict of the sun-god was accorded the supreme place by 


Dis. 5 ] SRIMAD BHAGAVATA-MAHATMYA 33 
BERBER REEMA REREREORE RE BE BE RE RRM RRR ERROR REM Me Be BE BEBE RE Be Be BORWER Be RRO RE Re BEHER Be Be REHM we Ke ERC  He He ERR He Be BERR HE BEBE AM Re Be BBR 
all. Gokarna, they say, then arrested the movement of the sun-god (by virtue of his askesis). (39) 
(He prayed to the god as follows :—) "Hail to You, O witness of the universe ! (pray) tell me 
the means of release (concerning Dhundhukari)."Hearing this the sun-god spoke distinctly 
from afar as follows :— (40) "Mukti will follow from Srimad Bhagavata. Give a (complete) 
reading to it in the course of a week." This pious exhortation of the sun-god was as a matter 
of fact clearly heard by all. (41) All said (in one voice), This should be pursued with diligence; 
it is so easy to accomplish." Making up his mind (to that effect) Gokarna set himself to the 
task of expounding Srimad Bhagavata. (42) 
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Ww Men flocked to that place from the different parts of the country including the countryside 
for the purpose of listening to an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata. They say the crippled, 
blind, aged and dull-witted too arrived for the attenuation of their sin. (43) There was a large 
concourse which caused wonder (even) to the gods. The moment Gokarna ascended the 
seat (meant for the exponent) and started expounding the story (of Srimad Bhagavata), the 
aforesaid spirit too arrived. Looking about fora seat he saw there abamboowith seven joints 
standing erect. (44-45) Entering the hollow at the base of the bamboo, he actually settled 
down there for hearing the exposition. Unable to remain fixed (at one place in the air), 
gaseous as he was, he entered the bamboo.(46) 

aera set Wel stat chee a: | ee: ATE AqaiisHa Ive! 

fara vara mer ae fat aya z1 deteafhetdisyaed cea aT ixcl 

fadiaise am a fedtrafeteri qdase am ae qdtresfersteixe! 

wa oo aafasa «= aahefateri ce A WeeRaUTaAA Fat Iho! 

feerecent aeeaienmited: | didarar sazarat yet Huserhaa: 142! 

aa wat BN Trenuifafa ara are Gift aan Goe Sasa 1421 

een anadt atat Sadterfeerfett) apretst ae ea: qrenmlemese: 143 | 

aera ado aprevadt fied serch sed ae: mer aa afters iu 

aE TH OY ES andi: Ha saul fageerd ora: ate gar 144! 
Taking a Brahmana, who is a votary of Lord Visnu, to be the chief listener, the said 
Gokarna (lit., the son of a cow) began to expound Srimad Bhagavata in an audible tone from 
Book One (itself). (47) At the close of the day when the exposition was adjourned (for that 
day), they say, a marvel took place. One of the (seven) joints of the bamboo (viz., the last 
one) cracked while the good men present there looked on. (48) On the second day at sunset 
likewise the second joint (from below) burst open and on the third at dusk the third one 
similarly burst open.(49) Having burst open in this way the seven joints of the bamboo in 
seven days, the spirit shed the form of a spectre through the hearing of (all) the twelve 
Skandhas (of Srimad Bhagavata). (50) He appeared in a divine form, dark-brown like a 
cloud, clad in yellow (silk), adorned with strings of Tulasi beads, wearing a diadem (on his 


head) and decked with (a pair of alligator-shaped) ear-rings. (51) He presently greeted his 
brother, Gokarna, and addressed him as follows:—"Out of kindness, O brother! | have been 
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rid by you of the deluded form of a spectre. (52) Blessed is the exposition of Srimad 
Bhagavata, which drives away once for all the agony a spectre is heir to. And praiseworthy 
is a seven days' reading of Srimad Bhagavata, which bestows (on the hearers) as its reward 
an abode in the realm of Sri Krsna. (53) When a seven days' reading of Srimad Bhagavata 
is at hand, all the sins shudder to think that the contemplated exposition will bring about their 
dissolution apace. (54) (Even) as a fire consumes (all kinds of) pieces of wood—whether 
moist or dry, small or big, so does a (seven days') hearing of Srimad Bhagavata eradicate 
(all kinds of) sin—whether recent or of long standing, minor or major, and perpetrated in 
thought, word or deed. (55) 
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It has actually been declared by the wise in an assembly of the gods that the birth in this 
(land of) Bharatavarsa of men who fail to hear the story of Srimad Bhagavata is fruitless. (56) 
If one does not get to hear an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata (the scripture associated with 
the name of Sri Suka), of what avail is this unstable body, maintained through excessive 
fondness, nourished well and made stronger ? (57) The body is supported on a column of 
bones, held together by (a network of) nerves and tendons, mortared with flesh and blood 
and covered all over with skin; (nay) it is full of bad smell, being a receptacle of urine and 
faeces. Itis (ever) afflicted with old age, sorrow and metamorphosis, is the home of diseases, 
frail, difficult to satisfy, hard to maintain, corrupt, faulty and momentary. It has been 
characterized as having its finality in what goes by the name of worms (if itis buried), faeces 
(if it is devoured by vultures and crows, dogs and jackals) and ashes (if it is cremated). Why, 
then, should one not perform with this unstable body action leading to immortality ? (58 —60) 
What permanence can possibly be ascribed to an organism nourished with the essence of 
a foodstuff (such as rice) which, if it is dressed in the morning, gets rotten by the (same) 
evening ? (61) 
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Through the hearing of a seven days' exposition of Srimad Bhagavata Sri Hariis brought 
within one's reach. Hence the aforesaid indeed is the only means of driving away (all kinds 
of) sins. (62) Like bubbles appearing in water or mosquitoes among living beings, those who 
remain deprived of hearing an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata are born only to die. (63) 
When the joints of a dry bamboo, a (purely) material substance, could be broken open 
through the hearing of such an exposition, what wonder, then, if the knot ( of ignorance) in 
the mind gets (similarly) snapped (thereby) ? (64) The aforesaid knot in the heart is broken, 
doubts of every kind get resolved and ( the residue of ) past Karma gets eliminated when a 
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seven days' exposition of Srimad Bhagavata is heard.(65) When the sacred water in the 
shape of such exposition—which is highly efficacious in washing off the stain occasioned 
by the mud (sins) of worldly life—gets treasured up in the mind, Mukti (final beatitude) is 
declared by the wise as insured. (66) 
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(Even) while the spirit was speaking in this strain they say, there arrived on that (very) 
occasion an aerial car manned by denizens of Vaikuntha and invested with a dazzling halo. (67) 
(The spirit of ) Dhundhukari (the son of Dhundhull) boarded the aerial car while everyone 
looked on. Beholding the attendants of Lord Visnu in the aerial car Gokarna spoke (to them) 
as follows: (68) 
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Gokarna submitted : On this very spot there are many sinless souls that have listened 
to my discourse. How is it that aerial cars have not been synchronously brought (by you) for 
them ? (69) It appears that all those assembled here have listened in an equal measure, how 
(then) has disparity come about in the matter of reward ? (Kindly) explain this, O beloved 
servants of Sri Hari ! (70) 
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The servants of SriHari replied : "The disparity in the matter of reward here has come 
about on account of diversity in hearing the exposition. Though it has been heard by all, ithas 
not been reflected upon in ‘an equal degree (of intensity by everyone). Therefore has this 
disparity resulted in the matter of reward in spite of their (common) devotion (in the shape 
of hearing the Lord's stories), O bestower of honour (on others) ! (71) The exposition was 
heard by the spirit (of Dhundhukar\) while abstaining from food and drink for seven (days and) 
nights together. Cogitation etc., was also thoroughly done by him with a composed mind. (72) 
Infructuous is spiritual wisdom which is not firmly rooted; hearing of scriptures is marred 
through listlessness; counsel which is received with a doubting mind is lost and fruitless is 
the muttering of a sacred text done with a restless mind. (73) Damned is a tract of land 
destitute of devotees, food offered for the benefit of a departed ancestor or relative to an 
unworthy recipient is lost; a gift made to one not versed in the Veda goes in vain and a race 
which is devoid of good conduct is ruined. (74) Faith in the words of a preceptor, the thought 
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of one's wretchedness, the subjugation of one's mental aberrations and unfaltering devotion 
to the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata — if these and other such virtues are accomplished, then 
alone is the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata efficacious. At the end of a second hearing (of this 
scripture) all will surely attain an abode in Vaikuntha. (75-76) Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector 
of cows) will personally take you, O Gokarna ! to Goloka (His divine realm)." Saying so, they 
all ascended to Vaikuntha (the divine realm of Lord Visnu), chanting in a chorus the names 
and praises of Sri Hari. (77) 
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In the month of Sravana (roughly corresponding to July of the English calender) Gokarna 
gave an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata according to the same procedure in the course of 
a week once more and they (all) heard it again.(78) Now hear, O Narada ! what happened 
at the end of the exposition. (79) Sri Hari appeared, they say, alongwith His devotees in a 
number of aerial cars. Shouts of triumph and greetings issued from many lips on that 
occasion. (80) Out of delight Sri Hari Himself blew His conch, Paficajanya, on that spot. And, 
closely embracing Gokarna, Sri Hari gave hima form similar to His own. (81) SriHarilikewise 
instantly transformed other hearers (too) into (so many) divine personages dark-brown of 
hue, clad in yellow silk, decked with a diadem and a pair of (alligator-shaped) ear-rings. (82) 
(All) living beings that were present in that village, including dogs and men belonging to the 
pariah class, they too were given a seat in the aerial cars by the grace of Gokarna on that 
occasion. (83) They were (all) transferred to the realm of Sri Hari, the destination of Yogis. 
Delighted to hear the exposition of Srimad Bhagavata the aforesaid Sri Krsna (the Divine 
Cowherd), who is (so) fond of His devotees, ascended with Gokarna to His divine realm, 
Goloka, (so) dear to cowherds. (84) (Even) as the residents of Ayodhya accompanied Sri 
Rama (to His divine realm, Saketa) in the former days, so were they transplanted to Goloka, 
Which is (so) difficult (even) for the Yogis to attain. (85) By only hearing (an exposition of) 
Srimad Bhagavata they (all) actually reached that (divine) realm which is ever beyond the 
reach of the sun, the moon and the Siddhas (a class of semi-divine beings naturally endowed 
with mystic powers).(86) 
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What shall we tell you on this occasion about the glorious rewards that are earned by 
hearing the stories forming part of Srimad Bhagavata according to the procedure of a seven 
days' sacrificial session ? (In short) those by whom (even) a single letter of the exposition (of 
Srimad Bhagavata) given by Gokarna was drunk with their ears no more returned to a 
mother's womb.(87) People undoubtedly attain by hearing a seven day's exposition of 
Srimad Bhagavata that destiny which people cannot attain by living on the air, water or dry 
leaves and emaciating the body, (nay,) through severe austerities practised for long periods 
of time and Yogic practices.(88) Staying in Citrakuta, the great sage Sandilya too reads out 
this sacred story while immersed in the bliss of oneness with Brahma (the Absolute). (89) 
Heard even once this most sacred story bids fair to burn one's whole mass of sins. If read 
on the occasion of a Sraddha it brings satiation to the manes and if read carefully everyday 
itleads to cessation of rebirth.(90) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse entitled "A Description of Gokarna's 
Liberation", forming part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata" 
in the Uttara-Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana. 
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The Kumaras began again: Next we shall discourse to you in detail on the procedure 
of (fully) hearing Srimad Bhagavata in a week. This procedure has been declared as 
ordinarily observable with the help of associates and earthly possessions.(1) To begin with, 
one should specially call an astrologer with due respect and inquire of him a propitious day 
and time (for commencing a seven days' sacrificial session for an exposition of Srimad 
Bhagavata). He should (further get together and ) set apart as much wealth as is (generally) 
spentovera (girl's) wedding. (2) The months of Bhadrapada, Aswina and Kartika, Margasirsa, 
Asadha and Sravana (corresponding to August, September and October, November, June 
and July )—these are harbingers of Moksa for those commencing an exposition of Srimad 
Bhagavata during any of these months.(3) Even in these months, O Narada, hours which 
are worth eschewing must be avoided under all circumstances. Nay, others too who are 
industrious should be enlisted as one's associates in this undertaking. (4) Again, amessage 
should be particularly sent to all places saying that an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata is 
being arranged and that people should (make it a point to) attend with their families. (5) Some 
people stand remote from the stories of Sri Hari as well as from the chanting of Sri Visnu's 
names and praises. It should be so arranged that they as well as women and those belonging 
to the Sidra community and other such (low-born) people may be apprised of the fact.(6) 
Letters should be addressed everywhere only to the votaries of Lord Visnu, who have 
renounced all worldly attachments and are keen on chanting the divine names and glories. 
The wording of the letter has been suggested as follows :— (7) "For seven (consecutive) 
days an exceedingly rare congregation of pious men is expected to meet, and there will be 
an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata full of unprecedented charm. (8) You too are requested 
to come soon in order to quaff the nectar of Srimad Bhagavata, possessed as you are of an 
insatiate longing for such nectar, love being foremost in your mind. (9) Even if perchance you 
have no time to spare, nonetheless at all events you must come at least for a day only; (for) 
even an instant on this occasion is most difficult to get."(10) Invitation should be politely 
extended to them in these words and one should keep ready places of abode for all who 
come. (11) 
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The hearing of Srimad Bhagavata is commended at a place of pilgrimage or in a 


woodland or even at one's (own) residence. That site (alone) should be selected for the 
exposition, where an extensive ground is available. (12) Removing the household effects, 
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(if it is to be arranged in one's own house) one should keep them in a corner of the house 
and the ground should be cleaned and swept, plastered with cow-dung and clay and 
decorated with paintings of minerals (dissolved in water). (13) Five days in advance one 
should get together with zeal coverings (to be spread on the ground for the visitors to sit on) 
and a tall yet temporary shed should be erected (on that ground) and decked with (fresh) 
stems of bananas. (14) The shed should be roofed with an awning and decorated all round 
with (green) leaves, flowers and fruits. Flags should be planted on all sides and adorned with 
decorations of various kinds. (15) Nay, on a higher level (within the shed) seven spacious 
divisions should be made (one higher than the other), each representing one of the seven 
spheres (into which the universe stands divided) and Brahmanas as well as those who have 
shaken off worldly attachments should be seated there after due persuasion. (16) First of all 
seats should be arranged for them one after another and then one should get ready an 
excellent seat even for the exponent of Srimad Bhagavata. (17) If the exponentis to sit facing 
the north, the (chief) listener should in that case sit actually facing the east. And if the 
exponent is to sit facing the east, the (chief) listener should then sit facing the north. (18) Or 
(if such arrangment is not possible) the space intervening the worshipful exponent and the 
worshipper (listener) should be considered to be the east: such is the ruling given about the 
hearers by those possessing (authoritative) knowledge concerning the time and place etc., 
of hearing (an exposition of) Srimad Bhagavata. (19) A Brahmana who is a votary of Lord 
Visnu and has shaken off (all) worldly attachments, who is capable of expounding the Vedas 
and other scriptures, is expertin giving (apt) illustrations (to bring home a truth), is discerning 
and altogether free from cravings should be selected as the exponent (of Srimad Bhagavata). (20) 
Those who are bewildered by (their attraction towards) diverse courses of conduct, are fond 
of women and preach heresies should be avoided as disqualified for an exposition of Srimad 
Bhagavata (the scripture associated with the name of Sri Suka), even if they are learned. (21) 
By the side of the exponent (just ) by way of helping him should be installed another learned 
man of the same calibre, capable of resolving doubts and intent on enlightening the 
public.(22) 
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% In order to undertake the sacred vow of expounding Srimad Bhagavata the prospective 
exponent should have his head and chin etc., shaved on the eve of the day when the 
exposition is to commence. Easing his nature at daybreak, he should duly take a bath. (23) 
Finishing with zeal his Sandhya prayers and other devotions in a short form everyday, he 
should particularly worship Lord GaneSa (the elephant-headed god) for warding off obstacles 
in the way of the exposition. (24) Having duly gratified the manes through oblations of water, 
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he should go through a course of expiatory rites for the sake of purification (of his self) and 
should draw a mystrical diagram (used in invoking a deity) and instal on it Sri Hari (in the 
form of an image or the Salagrama stone). (25) He should (then) with the chanting of 
Mantras (sacred texts) successively offer to Sri Krsna (through that image) the (sixteen 
prescribed) courses of worship including Pradaksina (walking round the Deity clockwise) 
and salutation and at the end of the worship address (the following) prayer (to Him):— (26) 
"Rescue, O Storehouse of compassion ! from the ocean of mundane existence my 
wretched self, sunk in that ocean of metempsychosis, my body having been seized by (the 
alligator in the shape of) infatuation for action." (27) Worship should be zealously offered 
next with due ceremony and love to (the copy of ) Srimad Bhagavata as well by means 
of articles including incense and light. (28) Nay, holding a cocoanut (in the hollow of his 
joined palms), he should then duly offer salutation and then with a cheerful mind alone the 
following prayer should be addressed (to Srimad Bhagavata); for here is Sri Krsna Himself 
manifest (before us) under the name of Srimad Bhagavata. "I have sought You, O Lord ! 
for being rescued from the ocean of mundane existence. (29-30) This aspiration of mine may 
(kindly) be fulfilled by You in everyway without impediment as a matter of fact, (since) | am 
Your servant, O Krsna !" (31) 
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Having addressed this piteous appeal (to Sri Krsna in the form of Srimad Bhagavata), 

he should next worship the (prospective) exponent and, fully adorning him with wearing 
apparel and jewels, should further duly extol him at the end of the worship (as follows):— (32) 
“O manifestation of Suka, expert (as you are) in enlightening others and well-versed in the 
entire range of sacred lore, eradicate my ignorance by revealing (to me) this story (inthe form 
of Srimad Bhagavata)." (33) Before him then a vow should be gladly taken (by the chief 
listener) for his own (spiritual) good and it should be truly observed by him at all events to 
the best of his ability for a (full) week (34) Five Brahmanas should be engaged as priests for 
averting interruption in the exposition; they should mutter prayers to Sri Hari by repeating 
the twelve-syllabled Mantra ( 2 741 wad arqeara ). (35) Bowing to the Brahmanas and other 
votaries of Lord Visnu as well as to those engaged in chanting the names and praises of Sri 
Hari and, duly worshipping them, he should himself occupy his seat (only) when permitted 
by them. (86) He who, giving up the thought of the world, riches and other possessions, 
house and children, focusses his mind on the exposition (alone) with a guileless heart 
secures the highest reward. (37) 
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Starting the exposition from sunrise the highly intelligent exponent should properly 
expound the story (of Srimad Bhagavata) in a moderate tone for three Praharas and a half 
(ten hours and a half).(38) At midday a pause should be made in the exposition for about 
an hour. During that interval the votaries of Lord Visnu should as a matter of fact take to 
the chanting of the Lord's names and glories in consonance with the theme of exposition 
of that day. (39) For controlling the urge for the evacuation of one's bowels and bladder a 
light diet is as a matter of fact conducive to happiness, One who seeks to hear an exposition 
of Srimad Bhagavata should (accordingly) take his meal only once (a day) and take only 
such food as fit to be offered as an oblation to the sacred fire. (40) He should hear the 
exposition abstaining from food for (full) one week provided he has the stamina (to do it) 
or he can do so with ease living on ghee or milk (alone). (41) Or he may live on fruits and 
vegetables etc., or even on one species of cereals (alone with vegetable etc.). In order (to 
be able) to listen to the exposition one should take such a vow as can be easily 
observed.(42) | should certainly prefer taking a meal if it would enable one to listen to an 
exposition of Srimad Bhagavata. A fast (on the other hand) is not commended if it stands in 
the way of hearing the exposition. (43) 
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(Now) hear, O Narada! the rules of conduct that should be followed by those who have 
taken a vow to hear (an exposition of ) Srimad Bhagavata in the course of a week. Those who 
have not (yet) been (duly) initiated into the worship of Lord Visnu (or received from a qualified 
Guru a Mantra sacred to Him) are not eligible for hearing (an exposition of ) Srimad 
Bhagavata. (44) A man who has taken a vow to hear an exposition of Srimad Bhagavata (as 
aforesaid) should constantly (during the period) observe continence, sleep on the floor (or 
on a plank-bed but in no case on a bedstead ) and take his meals on leaves joined together 
(or on a single leaf if it is big enough) at the end of the exposition (for the day). (45) One who 


has taken the aforesaid_vow should always avoid (during the period) pulses, honey oil and 
heavy food as well as such edibles as are vitiated by impure associations (e.g., a fruit with 


blood, red peel or kernel such as cherry or ripe_tomato, or one with a fleshy kernel, such as 
the jack-fruit) and cooked food which has been kept overnight. (46) A man who has taken 
the aforesaid vow should eschew concupiscence, anger, arrogance, pride, jealousy and 
greed too as well as hypocrisy, infatuation and hatred. (47) He who has taken the aforesaid 
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vow should abstain from reviling the Vedas, the votaries of Lord Visnu and the Brahmanas, 
one's elders or preceptor, those who are vowed to the service of the cow, as well as the 
womankind, the king and exalted souls. (48) He who has taken the aforesaid vow should 
not speak to a woman in menstruation, a member of the lowest classes, a Mleccha (a beef- 
eater), an apostate, a member of the twice-born classes who has not been invested with the 
sacred thread though grown to a mature age, a Brahmana-hater and those who are outside 
the pale of Vedic religion. (49) Similarly he who is vowed to the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata 
should observe truthfulness, (external and internal) purity, compassion, silence, straight- 
forwardness, modesty (in his dealings) and likewise practise liberal-mindedness. (50) A 
pauper, one suffering from consumption, any (other) ailing man, a wretch, a man of sinful 
deeds, one who is issueless and a seeker of Liberation should hear this story ( of Srimad 
Bhagavata in seven days). (51) It should be heard with zeal by a woman who has 
prematurely ceased to menstruate or who has borne only one child and ceased to conceive 
further, nay, (even) by her who is barren, also by her whose children have died as well as 
by the woman who miscarries. (52) If it is heard with due ceremony (by those enumerated 
in verses 51 and 52 ), the hearing bids fair to yield them a fruit which is absolutely free from 
decay. This superb and divine story (of Srimad Bhagavata) is capable of conferring (on its 
hearers) the fruit of tens of millions of sacrificial performances. (53) 
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Having thus (duly) observed the rules of conduct prescribed for this vow (of hearing 
Srimad Bhagavata in a week) the (chief) listener should then perform the rite concluding the 
vow. By those seeking the (special) fruit of it this rite should be performed (just on the lines 
of the rite of concluding the fast on the Janmastami day (the eighth of the dark half of the 
lunar month of Bhadrapada, the birth anniversary of Lord Sri Krsna). (54) In the case 
(however) of devotees claiming nothing as their own it is not ordinarily imperative that the 
formality of concluding this vow should be gone through. They are hallowed by the very 
process of hearing, disinterested votaries as they are of Lord Visnu. (55) 
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When these seven days' sacrificial session (consisting of an exposition of Srimad 
Bhagavata) is over, worship should presently be offered by the listeners to the book 
(of Srimad Bhagavata) as well as to the expositor with great devotion. (56) Remnants of food, 
basil leaves and wreathes of flowers offered to the Deity should forthwith be distributed to 


the listeners and the chanting of the Lord's names and glories, sweetened by the sounding 
of wooden tomtoms and the striking of cymbals should then be resorted to.(57) The (chief) 
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listener should make the audience utter with him shouts of triumph and words of greetings 
and raise blasts of conchs; and money as well as food should be dealt out to Brahmanas and 
mendicants.(58) If the (chief) listener is a man who has renounced the world the Gita should 
be read the following day. If (however) he is a householder, in that case oblations should be 
poured into the sacred fire by way of expiation for any sin (voluntarily or involuntarily) 
committed in course of the act (of hearing). (59) With the utterance of each verse of Book 
Ten (of Srimad Bhagavata) rice boiled in milk with sugar, honey and ghee and mixed with 
sesamum seeds and food-grains (barley etc.) should be consigned to the fire. (60) Or (as an 
alternative) the chief listener should perform the Havana with a concentrated mind alongwith 
the muttering of the holy Gayatri,Srimad Bhagavata (the supreme Purana) being in essence 
the same as the Gayatri. (61) In the event of his being incapable of performing the Havana 
a wise man should give away (to Brahmanas) materials fit to be consigned to the sacred 
fire in order to achieve its fruit. (Nay) in order to make amends for the various short comings 
(that might have married the performance) as well as for neutralizing the faults of deficiency 
and excess (committed) he should read the Visnu Sahasranama (the thousand names of 
Lord Visnu catalogued in the Mahabharata, Padmapurana and other sacred books). 
Through that every performance bids fair to become fruitful inasmuch as there is nothing 
more efficacious than that. (62-63) 
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He should then feed twelve Brahmanas with sweets and rice boiled in milk with sugar and 
give away gold and a cow (to Brahmanas) for the completion of the sacred vow. (64) Having 
got prepared a seat of gold weighing three tolas, if his means allow it, he should instal on it 
the book of Srimad Bhagavata, written in beautiful letters. (65) Duly worshipping the book 
by invoking in it (the presence of ) the Deity ensouling it and through other forms of worship 
including a gift of money, the wise listener should present it to the expositor of restrained mind 
when he has been worshipped by offering wearing apparel, ornaments, sandal-paste etc. 
By doing so he will be rid of the shackles of birth and death. On the procedure of hearing (an 
exposition of ) Srimad Bhagavata,which purges one of all sins, being thus completed, the 
blessed and glorious Bhagavata-Purana yields the desired fruit and proves to be the means 
of securing religious merit, self-gratification, worldly possessions and Liberation : there is no 
doubt about it. (66—68) 
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The Kuméaras went on: In this way everything has been pointed out to you. What more 
do you wish to hear ? Through the glorious Bhagavata alone both (worldly) enjoyment and 
liberation are brought within one's palm. (69) 
Yd sora 


sara F ver: srquinadt mem adore yeast | aReafaserit io! 


44 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA-MAHATMYA [ Dis. 6 


BRB BES Be PBR BER MOREE GE GE BEA BBE BE BEBE BOM BE 3 BE BENE BEBE Be Be BEBE BE BeBe HORT BY Be BE BIBT Bs Bs Br Br BeBe Be Be Be Be Be Be Be we He Be Be We Be He Bie He Me ah He Be Re Me Re Be we Re By 


spat ways awe aaa! aaa at et qa: YR oe 
Ted FAA OST Tes aT TAATETT 1021 
anes peaisyfeg sta aaa Yoaipaaale: CWASASA: 1193 | 
wa wal wareed anel wafer: erg ate aqara saree: ix 


Sita resumed : Having spoken thus the aforesaid exalted souls (Sanaka and his three 
brothers ) expounded with due ceremony in the presence of all living beings, who listened 
with a restrained mind, for seven days the sacred story of Srimad Bhagavata, which absolves 
one of all sins and bestows (on the hearer both) enjoyment and Liberation. Then they extolled 
Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person). (70-71) At the end of it Jana, Vairagya and Bhakti feit 
highly invigorated and attained exuberant youth, which ravished the mind ofall living beings. (72) 
On his ambition having been realized Narada too felt (much) gratified. The hair stood on their 
endall over his body and he was overwhelmed with supreme joy. (73) Having thus heard the 
exposition (of Srimad Bhagavata) Narada, the beloved of the Lord, spoke to them with joined 
palms (as follows) in a voice choked with emotion: (74) 
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Narada submitted : Blessed am | in that! have been favoured by you, compassion being 
foremost in your heart . This day has been attained by me Lord Sri Hari, Who takes away all 
sins. (75) | account the hearing of Srimad Bhagavata as the best of all righteous courses, O 


sages rich in askesis | For through the hearing of it is attained Sri Krsna who dwells in 
Vaikuntha. (76) 
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Sita continued : While Narada, the foremost of the votaries of Lord Visnu, was 
speaking in this strain, there actually came wandering about at the moment Sri Suka, a 
master of Yoga.(77) Presently there appeared on the scene at the end of the exposition, 
slowly and fondly reciting Srimad Bhagavata, Sri Suka (the son of Vedavyasa), a 
(veritable) moon that occasions a rise in the ocean of spiritual wisdom, who is sated with 
Self-Realization and (ever) looks like a youth of sixteen summers. (78) Those present in 
the assembly rose at once with reverence to behold Sri Suka (who was possessed of very 


great splendour), and offered him an exalted seat. Narada (the celestial sage) worshipped 
him with love and Sri Suka, when comfortably seated, spoke as follows: (Please) listen to 


his faultless speech.(79) 
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Sri Suka said : O you devotees, possessing a taste for divine joy, Srimad Bhagavata is 
the fruit (essence) of the wish-yielding tree of Veda, dropped on earth from the mouth of the 
parrot-like* sage Suka, and is full of the nectar of supreme bliss. It is unmixed sweetness 
(devoid of rind, seed or other superfluous matter). Go on drinking this divine nectar, again 
and again, till your body-consciousness ceases. (80) In this glorious Bhagavata, produced 
by Vedavyasa (the great sage), has been taught that supreme Religion (the Religion of God- 
worship, the Bhagavata-Dharma as it is called) which is entirely free from all self-deception 
(in the shape of desire including the desire for Moksa or Liberation). Nay, in this has been 
expounded that absolute Reality which can be known only by saints who are free from 
malice, nay which is the bestower of (supreme) bliss and uproots the threefold agony (1— 
the agony caused by bodily distemper, 2—that which is attributable to natural agencies 
and 3—that inflicted by a fellow being).While it is doubtful that God can be speedily captured 
in one's heart by other means, He can be instantly seized through this work by those blessed 
persons who have a keen desire to hear it recited. (81)The glorious Bhagavata is the 
ornament of the Puranas and the wealth of the Vaisnavas; in it stands celebrated the (one) 
supreme Reality, which is all consciousness (as well as all truth and all bliss), free from (all) 
impurity (in the form of contact with Maya) and which is the goal of Paramaharhsas (ascetics 
of the highest order) alone. In this Purana withdrawal from (all) activity, coupled with spiritual 
enlightenment, dispassion and Devotion, has been expounded. A man devoutly listening to 
it, carefully reading it and given to pondering it bids fair to get liberated. (82) This nectar (in 
the shape of the story of Srimad Bhagavata) does not exist in paradise, in Satyaloka (the 
highest heaven, the realm of Brahma, the creator), in Kailasa (the realm of Lord Siva) and 
(even) in Vaikuntha (the realm of Lord Visnu).Therefore quaff it, highly fortunate ones |! 
Never, O never cease taking it. (83) 
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“Itis a well-known truth that a fruit bitten by a parrot is exceptionally sweet. There is a pun on the word "Suka" in this verse, 
which aiso means parrot. 
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Sita went on: While the glorious Suka (the son of Vyasa) was speaking as aforesaid, Sri 
Hari appeared in the midst of the assembly, accompanied by Prahlada, Bali, Uddhava, 
Arjuna and others. Narada (the celestial sage) worshipped Him as well as the afore- 
mentioned (devotees). (84) Beholding Sri Hari, who was now perched on a high seat, 
cheerful, they presently commenced chanting the divine names and praises before Him. 
Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), accompanied by Goddess Parvati (the divine Spouse 
of Lord Siva), and Brahma (who remains seated on a lotus) arrived on the scene to witness 
the Kirtana. (85) Prahlada held (struck) the wooden cymbals because of his agility, while 
Uddhava held the brass ones. Narada (the celestial seer) played upon his lute; Arjuna, who 
was a master of tunes, kept up the vocal melody. Indra (the lord of paradise, the ruler of the 
gods) sounded a wooden tomtom; the aforesaid Kumaras (Sanaka and his three brothers) 
raised shouts of glory in a melodious voice (at intervals) in that chorus, where Sri Suka (the 
son of Vyasa) stood foremost giving expression to (different) emotions by means of charming 
(literary) compositions. (86) In the centre of that assembly danced like actors that very trio 
of Bhakti and others (the other two being Jfiana and Vairagya), who were full of great 
splendour, Sri Hari too was pleased, to witness this transcendent Kirtana, and presently 
spoke as follows :— (87) "I feel (highly) gratified at this moment through the exposition (of 
Stimad Bhagavata) and the Kirtana. Ask a boon of your choice of Me, who have been won 
by your devotion." Greatly rejoiced to hear these words of the Lord, they submitted to Sri Hari 
as follows, their heart moistened with emotion:— (88) "Our ambition is that in (all future) 
sacrificial sessions consisting of a seven days’ exposition of Srimad Bhagavata, You must 
be present with all these (devotees of Yours). This should be scrupulously fulfilled by You." 
And saying "Be it so !" Sri Hari (the immortal Lord ) disappeared. (89) 
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Thereupon Narada bowed in the direction of the feet of the Lord and His companions, 
as well as to Sti Suka and other ascetics. All those who had drunk of the nectar in the shape 
of the exposition of Srimad Bhagavata had their delusion dispelled and, extremely delighted, 
forthwith dispersed. (90) The celebrated Bhakti alongwith her two sons (Jana and 
Vairagya) was then installed by Sri Suka in Srimad Bhagavata (the scripture associated with 
his name) as well. Hence asa result of the Vaisnavas resorting to Srimad Bhagavata Sri Hari 
actually occupies their heart. (91) Srimad Bhagavata, they say, loudly proclaims its efficacy 
to deliver those tormented by the fever of agony caused by poverty, those trampled upon by 
the deviless of Maya and those hurled into the ocean of transmigration. (92) 
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Saunaka submitted : When was Srimad Bhagavata expounded by Sri Suka for the sake 
of the King (Pariksit)? When again was it expounded by Gokarna and when (again) by 
Sanaka and his three brothers (sons of Brahma) for the sake of Narada (the heavenly seer) ? 
(Pray) resolve this doubt of mine as a matter of fact.(93) 
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Sita continued : Sri Suka started his exposition of Srimad Bhagavata on the ninth of 
(the bright fortnight of ) the month of Bhadrapada (roughly corresponding to August of the 
English calender) after thirty years of the Kali age, commencing from the departure of Sri 
Krsna (for His divine realm), had rolled away. (94) After Pariksit's hearing (of Srimad 
Bhagavata) when two hundred more years of the Kali age had elapsed, Gokarna (who was 
born of a cow) commenced his exposition (of Srimad Bhagavata) on the ninth of the bright 
half of Asadha (roughly corresponding to June of the English calendar). (95) When thirty 
more years of Kaliyuga had elapsed since then, Brahma's sons (Sanaka and his three 
brothers) commenced the exposition (of Srimad Bhagavata) on the ninth of the bright 
fortnight of Kartika (roughly corresponding to the month of October of the English calendar). (96) 
| have thus told you as aforesaid what | was asked by you, O sinless Saunaka ! The 
exposition of Srimad Bhagavata in the age of Kali puts an end to the disease of 
metempsychosis. (97) 
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Drink with reverence, O pious souls ! this (nectar-like) story, which is (so) dear to Sri 
Krsna and wipes out all sins, (nay) which is the only means to (the attainment of) Liberation 
in this world and promotes Bhakti. What will be gained as a matter of fact by associating with 
worthy men and visiting places of pilgrimage? (98) Beholding even his own servant (going 
out on his errand of taking the life out of dying persons), noose in hand, Yama (the god of 
punishment), it is said, whispers close to his ear, "Leave alone those who are enraptured 
over the Lord's stories; (for) |am the ruler of other men but not of the Vaisnavas." (99) O 
men whose mind is agitated through attachment to the poison-like pleasures of sense ! drink 
the peerless nectar in the form of Srimad Bhagavata (the story narrated by Sri Suka) for your 
(spiritual) good (even) for half a second in this unsubstantial world. Why wander for nothing, 
O friends ! on the wrong path resonant with vicious talks? Emperor Pariksit stands as a 
witness to corroborate the statement (found in our sacred-books) that Mukti (emancipation) 
follows in the wake of Srimad Bhagavata entering the very ears. (100) He bids fair to attain 
lordship over Vaikuntha (by becoming one with the Lord of Vaikuntha), to whose voice gets 
joined the story narrated by Sri Suka immersed in a stream of (ecstatic) joy. (101) In this way 
has been imparted by me to you just now a most esoteric truth, the (very) substance of all 
conclusions, after ransacking a pile of sacred books. There is nothing purer than Srimad 
Bhagavata (the story narrated by Sri Suka). Therefore, quaff for the enjoyment of supreme 
bliss the nectar embodied in the twelve Skandhas (of Srimad Bhagavata). (102) He who 
hears (an exposition of) Srimad Bhagavata in a regular way with devotion and he who 
expounds it before a pure-hearted votary of Lord Visnu—both attain the true reward of 
hearing or expounding Srimad Bhagavata because of their duly observing the procedure laid 
down for it. There is nothing which cannot be achieved by them. (103) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse entitled "The procedure of hearing 
(an exposition of) Srimad Bhagavata detailed", forming 
part of the "Glory of Srimad Bhagavata" comprised 
in the Uttara-Khanda of the glorious Padma-Purana ! 


END OF SRIMAD BHAGAVATA-MAHATM 
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Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana 
Book One 


Discourse | 
Saunaka and other sages interrogate the famous Sita* (Ugrasrava) 
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We meditate on that transcendent Reality (God) from whom this universe springs up, in 
whom it abides and into whom it returns—because He is invariably present in all existing 
things and is distinct from all non-entities—who is self-conscious and self-effulgent, who 
revealed to Brahma (the very first seer) by His mere will the Vedas that cause bewilderment 
even to the greatest sages, in whom this threefold creation (consisting of Sattva,Rajas and 
Tamas), though unreal, appears as real (because of the reality of its substratum)—even as 
the sun's rays (which are made up of the element of fire) are mistaken for water (in a mirage), 
water for earth and earth for water—and who ever excludes Maya by His own self-effulgent 
glory. (1) In this glorious Bhagavata, produced by the great sage Vedavyasa, has been 
taught that supreme Religion (the Religion of God-worship, the Bhagavata Dharma as it is 
called) which is entirely free from all self-deception in the shape of desire (including the 
desire for Moksa or Liberation). Nay, herein has been expounded that absolute Reality which 
can be known only by saints who are free from malice, nay, which is the bestower of supreme 
bliss and uproots the threefold agony (1.the agony caused by bodily distemper, 2. that which 
is attributable to natural agencies and 3. that inflicted by a fellow-being). While itis doubtful 
that God can be speedily captured in one's heart by other means, He can be instantly seized 
through this work by those blessed persons who have a keen desire to hear it recited. (2) 
O ye devotees possessing a taste for divine joy, Srimad Bhagavata is the fruit (essence) of 
the wish-yielding tree of Veda, dropped on earth from the mouth of the parrot-liketsage Suka, 
and is full of the nectar of supreme bliss. It is unmixed sweetness (devoid of rind, seed or 


* The Sutas are a mixed caste born of a Ksatriya father and a Brahmana mother. 
+ Itis a well-known truth that a fruit bit by a parrot is exceptionally sweet. There is a pun on the word ‘Suka' in this verse, 


which also means a parrot. 
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other superfluous matter). Go on drinking this divine nectar again and again till there is 
consciousness left in you.(3) 
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Once uponatime, in the forest known as Naimisaranya(themodern Nimsar in Oudh), 
a place sacred to Lord Visnu, Saunaka and other sages were engaged in a great sacrifice, 
to be completed in the course of a thousand years, with a view to realizing the Lord who is 
sung in heaven and is the abode of His devotees.(4) One morning, having poured oblations 
into the sacred fire,the sages paid their respects to the SUta; and when he had taken his 
seat,they asked him the following question with due reverence. (5) 
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The sages said : O sinless Suta, you have indeed studied and also expounded all the 
Puranas and Itihasas as well as the codes of laws.(6) Whatever is known by the divine sage 
Badarayana (Vedavyasa, so-called because he is reputed to have his abode in a grove of 
jujube-trees), the foremost among the knowers of Veda, and even by other sages who have 
realized both the qualified and absolute aspects of the Godhead, you know all that in reality 
by their grace, which you were able to earn by your guileless and pure heart; for the teachers 
confide even their profoundest secrets to their beloved pupil. Be pleased to tell us, O long- 
lived Sita, that which you have determined through a study of all those sacred books as the 
unfailing and easy means to the supreme good of men. (7—9) O the ornament of holy 
congregations, in this age of Kali people are mostly short-lived, slothful (little inclined to tread 
the path of God-Realization), most dull-witted, unlucky and tormented with diseases and 
other evils. (10) The scriptures too are numerous and inculcate not one discipline, but a 
number of practices and rituals; and, besides, (being too voluminous) they have to be 
listened to part by part. Therefore, benevolent as you are, draw out by your critical insight 
their quintessence and declare the same to us, who are full of faith, so that our mind may 
become placid and tranquil.(11) Sta, God bless you, you know the purpose for which the 
divine Lord, the protector of His devotees, was born of Devaki, Vasudeva's consort. (12) 
Dear Suta, please explain it to us who are keen to hear of the same; for the Lord's descent 
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on this earth is intended for the protection and prosperity of all living beings. (13) Anyone who 
has fallen into the terrible whirlpool of birth and death can be speedily delivered from the 
same if he utters His Name even helplessly; for Fear itself is afraid of the Lord. (14) Sata, 
Sages who have taken shelter in His feet and therefore ever abide in perfect calm forthwith 
purify those who come in contact with them; whereas the waters of the celestial stream 
(Ganga) cleanse the heart only by long and continued use (because they are no longer in 
direct touch with those feet, although they sti! retain their purifying virtue because of the 
touch they once had with them). (15) Is there anyone who, though desirous of purifying one's 
soul, would refuse to hear the glory of that divine Lord whose exploits are extolled by saints 
of holy renown, since such glory wipes out the impurities of the Kali age ? (16) Narrate to us, 
who are full of reverence, the noble doings of the Lord who playfully assumes various 
forms—the doings that have been sung by seers (like Narada and others). (17) 
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"O wise Suta, now recount the blessed stories of the descent of the Almighty Lord who 

enacts at will sports of various kinds by dint of His Yogamaya (divine potency). (18) We, for 
our part are never sated with hearing the exploits of the illustrious Lord, which are more and 
more delightful to hear at every step to those listeners who have a taste for sweet things. (1 9) 
Indeed the divine Sri Krsna, who had disguised Himself in a human semblance, performed 
with His elder brother, Sri Balarama, feats that were beyond human power. (20) Having come 
to know that the age of Kali has arrived, we are assembled in this holy retreat sacred to Sri 
Visnu for a long sacrificial session and have thus got ample time to hear the stories of Sri 
Hari. (21) This age of Kali takes away the purity of mens' heart andis thus difficult to conquer. 
Anxious as we are to get over this Kali, Providence has arranged our meeting with you, even 
as a pilot is shown to those who seek to cross a turbulent sea. (22) Since Sri Krsna, the 
Master of Yoga, the friend of the Brahmanas and the Protector of virtue, has left for His abode 
(in Heaven), tell us in whom has righteousness sought protection now.(23) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story relating to the Naimisa forest, 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita (the book of the God-realized souls). 
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Vyasa says : Ugrasrava (the son of Romaharsana) was transported with joy to hear 
this question of the holy Brahmanas. He welcomed their words and commenced his 
discourse.(1) 
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Suta said : When the sage Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa; lit., one who was born in anisland) 
saw his son (Sukadeva) going away all alone with the intention of leading the life of a recluse, 
even though he had not yet been invested with the sacred thread and had, therefore, had 
no occasion to perform any secular or religious duties, he was agitated at the thought of 
separation from him and called out, "Hullo, my son!" At that time it was the trees (on the 
roadside) that responded on his behalf, filled as they were by his presence. | bow to that sage 
(Sukadeva), who (being one with the Universal Spirit) has access to the hearts of all. (2) 
Srimad Bhagavata is a mysterious Purana; it possesses a glory of its own and constitutes 
the very essence of all the Vedas. It is a unique light illuminating the spiritual realities for 
those worldly men who seek to go beyond the darkness of ignorance. It was out of 
compassion for such men that this teacher of sages, Sukadeva, uttered this Purana. | take 
refuge in that son of Vyasa. (3) After bowing to the divine sages Narayana and Nara, the 
Supreme Person (Sri Krsna), Goddess Saraswati (the goddess of speech) and the sage 
Vyasa, one should then recite Srimad Bhagavata (which enables one to conquer the cycle 
of birth and death as well as all the aberrations of the mind). (4) 
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Sages, you have done well in asking me a question which is conducive to the welfare of 
the world; for your enquiry relates to Sri Krsna, a topic which completely purifies the heart.(5) 
That alone is the highest duty of men, from which follows devotion to Sri Krsna—a devotion 
which is absolutely motiveless and knows no obstruction, and as a result of which the soul 
realizes the all-blissful God and thus attains its object.(6) Contact established with Bhagavan 
Vasudeva (Sri Krsna) through Devotion speedily awakens dispassion and immediate 
knowledge. (7) A duty well performedis but labour lost, if it fails to generate love for the stories 
of Bhagavan Viswaksena (Sri Krsna). (8) Riches cannot be the end of Dharma (virtue), 
which culminates in absolution or final beatitude. Even so wealth is a means of earning 
religious merit; sensuous enjoyment has not been recognized as its consummation.(9) 
Again, gratification of the senses is not the end of sensuous enjoyment; keeping the body 
and soul together is the only use of sensuous enjoyment. And enquiry into Truth is the object 
of keeping the body and soul together and not the attainment of heaven etc., through the 
performance of pious acts.(10) The knowers of Truth declare knowledge alone as the 
Reality—that knowledge which does not admit of duality (the distinction of subject and 
object), in other words, which is indivisible and one without a second, and which is called 
by different names such as Brahma (the Absolute), Paramatma (the Supreme Spirit or 
Oversoul) and Bhagavan (the Deity). (11) Sages who are full of faith perceive that Truth as 
their own Self in their own heart through Devotion coupled with Knowledge and Dispassion 
and acquired through hearing (of Srimad Bhagavata etc.). (12) Therefore, O noblest of 
Brahmanas, the consummation of duties efficiently performed by men according to their 
respective Varna (grade in society) and Asrama (stage in life) lies in securing the pleasure 
of Sri Hari. (13) Hence with undivided mind one should ever hear and sing the praises of, 
meditate upon and worship the Lord, who is the protector of His devotees. (14) The learned, 
who are armed with the sword of constant meditation on Him cut asunder the hard knot of 
Karma therewith. Who, then, would-not take delight in His stories? (15) 
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By resorting to holy places of pilgrimage, O Brahmanas, one obtains the privilege of 
waiting on exalted souls and thereby successively develops a desire for hearing the stories 
of Bhagavan Vasudeva (Sri Krsna), faith in and a relish for such stories. (16) Sri Krsna is 
a disinterested friend of the virtuous and His praises sanctify those who listen to or sing them. 
He abides in the heart of those who hear His stories and uproots the evil propensities of their 
mind. (17) When the evil propensities are well-nigh eradicated through the constant service 
of His devotees (or the day-to-day study of Srimad Bhagavata), there wells up abiding . 
devotion to the Lord of excellent fame. (18) The mind is then freed from passions such as 
lust and greed, which have their root in Rajas and Tamas, and established in Sattva, attains 
purity. (19) In this way, when one is rid of all worldly attachment through loving devotion to 
the Lord, and the mind is filled with delight, one realizes the truth relating to God as a matter 
of course.(20) The moment a man sees Godas his very self the knot of ignorance in his heart 
is broken asunder, all his doubts are dispersed and the entire stock of his Karmas gets 
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liquidated. (21) That is why with utmost delight the wise constantly practise devotion to Lord 
Vasudeva which purifies the soul. (22) 
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Sattva, Rajas and Tamas are the three attributes or modes of Prakrti (Primordial Matter); 
assuming these for the preservation, creation and destruction of this universe, the one 
Supreme Person severally bears the names of Hari (Visnu), Virifici (Brahma) and Hara 
(Siva). Yet the supreme good of men flows from Sri Hari alone, whose body consists of pure 
Sattva. (23) Just as smoke is higher (more active) than wood, which is an earthly substance 
(and hence inert and dull), and higher than smoke is fire, which is associated with many 
sacrificial acts recommended in the three Vedas, even so Rajas (the principle of motion or 
activity) is superior to Tamas (darkness or inertia) and even higher than Rajas is Sattva (the 
principle of light or knowledge), with the help of which one is able to realize God. (24) Of yore 
sages worshipped for their salvation Bhagavan Visnu alone, who is pure Sattva personified. 
Even now those who follow in their footsteps likewise get qualified for blessedness. (25) 
Those seeking liberation worship Bhagavan Narayana and His part manifestations, all of 
whom are so gentle in aspect, leaving alone the lords of evil spirits (Bhairava and others), 
who possess a terrible form, though not reviling them. (26) Those, however, who possess 
a Rajasika or Tamasika disposition and are seekers of wealth, power and progeny, worship 
the manes, evil spirits and the lords of created beings, possessing as they do a character 
similar to theirs. (27) The Vedas ultimately treat of Bhagavan Vasudeva; the sacrifices 
themselves aim at the attainment of Vasudeva; the various Yogas eventually lead to 
Vasudeva; and all sorts of rituals too have their end in Vasudeva. (28) All wisdom has its 
culmination in Vasudeva; all austere penance has Vasudeva for its goal; all virtue aims at 
the realization of Vasudeva and all destinies culminate in Vasudeva. (29) Although the Lord 
is Himself beyond Prakrti (Primordial Matter), and its three modes (Sattva etc.), yet it was 
He who evolved this universe at the beginning (of creation) through His own Maya (Prakrti), 
which consists of the aforesaid three Gunas and is both real (in its phenomenal aspect) and 
unreal (ontologically speaking). (30) Having entered into these three Gunas, that have been 
evolved by the aforesaid Maya, He appears as possessed of these Gunas, though 
essentially He is Consciousness personified. (31)Just as fire, though really one, appears as 
many when abiding in the different logs of wood that manifest it, so does God, the soul of 
the universe, (though essentially one) appear as many, when manifested in different 
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beings.(32) Entering (as the soul) the various material bodies created by Himself out of the 
various evolutes of the three Gunas such as the subtle elements, the senses and the mind, 
the Lord enjoys the sense-objects appropriate to such bodies. (33) It is He, again, who 
creates the different worlds and descending by way of sport in different species such as the 
gods, the human beings and the lower forms of life, protects all the beings through His Sattva 
or goodness. (34) 


Thus ends the second discourse, forming part of the story relating to the Naimisa 
forest, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The Lord's Avataras or Descents into the world of matter 
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Sita says: In the beginning (of creation), with the desire of evolving the different worlds, 
the Lord assumed the form of Purusa (the Primal Person) consisting of sixteen component 
principles (viz., the ten sense-organs, the five elements and mind) and constituted of Mahat 
(the cosmic intellect) etc. (1)While He (the aforesaid Purusa) was displaying His sleep of 
Samadhi (absorption into or communion with the Self) reposing on the causal waters, there 
appeared from the lake of His navel a lotus wherefrom sprang up Brahma, the lord of 
progenitors of the world. (2) Itis on the disposition of His limbs that the various worlds stand 
superimposed; that is the most exalted form of the Lord, consisting of pure Sattva or 
goodness. (3) The Yogis behold that form by means of their divine eye, wonderful as it is 
with its thousands of feet, thighs, arms and faces; it has thousands of heads, ears, eyes 
and noses and is resplendent with thousands of diadems, robes and ear-rings. (4) This 
form of the Lord (popularly known by the name of Narayana) is the imperishable seed of 
the various Avataras and the abode to which they all return (after accomplishing their 
purpose). It is by a ray (e.g., Marici).of His ray (Brahma) that gods, human beings and the 
lower forms of life are created. (5) 
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It was this very Lord (Narayana) who, first manifesting Himself as the Kumaras (Sanaka 
and others), took the form of four Brahmanas and observed the hard vow of perpetual 
celibacy. (6) During the second Avatara (manifestation) the Lord of all sacrifices assumed 
the form of the divine Boar with a view to lifting the earth that had sunk into the lowest depths 
of the ocean, in order to proceed with the work of creation. (7) Appearing in the person of 
the celestial sage (Narada) in His third manifestation as a Rsi, He taught the Gospel of the 
Vaisnavas (the Paficaratra), which inculcates the method of doing things in such a way that 
they may cease to bind us. (8) During His fourth manifestation, in which He was born of 
Dharma's better half (Murti), He appeared in the dual form of the sages Nara and Narayana 
and practised severe penance with perfect control of the mind and senses. (9) His fifth 
manifestation was known by the name of Kapila, the lord of the Siddhas (perfect ones), who 
taught to the sage Asuri the Sankhya system of philosophy, that determines the nature of 
the fundamental principles and had been cast into oblivion through the ravages of time.(10) 
During His sixth manifestation He appeared as a son of the sage Atri at the entreaty of 
Anasuya (Atri's wife) and taught the Science of the Self to king Alarka, Prahlada and 
others.(11)Thereafter in the seventh manifestation He was born Akiti, the spouse of Ruci 
(one of the lords of created beings), as Yajfia; assisted by His sons Yama and the other gods 
He held the office of Indra during the first Manwantara, presided over by Swayambhuva 
Manu. (12) In the eighth manifestation (as Rsabhadeva) the all-pervading Lord was born of 
queen Meru Devi, the spouse of king Nabhi, and taught by His own example the mode of life 
of the Paramaharnsas (enlightened souls who have transcended all bounds of morality and 
have no duty to perform), which is adored by men belonging to all the four ASramas or stages 
of life.(13) During His ninth descent, at the solicitation of the seers, He took the form of a king 
(Prthu) and made the earth (in the form of a cow) yield all its products (which she had so 
far withheld), and hence this particular manifestation of the Lord proved most propitious to 
the world.(14) At the end of the Caksusa Manwantara, when all the three worlds were being 
deluged by the ocean, He took the form of a fish (during His tenth manifestation) and rescued 
the future Vaivaswata Manu (the lord of the present Manwantara), picking him up on the 
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earth, which had been transformed into a boat. (15) During His eleventh manifestation, when 
the gods and the demons began churning the ocean (with Mount Mandara), the Lord 
assumed the form ofa tortoise and supported Mount Mandara on His back.(16) In His twelfth 
descent He took the form of Dhanwantari (and emerged from the ocean with a jar full of 
nectar ); while during His thirteenth manifestation He assumed the form of an enchanting 
woman and gave the gods the nectar to drink, keeping the others (the demons) spell-bound 
all the while. (17) In His fourteenth manifestation He took the form of a man-lion and tore 
with His claws the bosom of the most powerful demon king (Hiranyakasipu) even as a maker 
of straw mats would tear a reed. (18) Assuming the form of a dwarf in His fifteenth descent 
He visited the sacrificial performance of Bali (the demon king) and asked him for three paces 
of land with the covert intention of robbing him of (his kingdom of) heaven. (19) In His 
sixteenth descent (as ParaSurama) He found that the kings had become inimical to the 
Brahmanas; enraged at this He rid the earth of the Ksatriya race as many as twenty-one 
times. (20) Then, in His seventeenth descent (as Vyasa), He was born of Satyavati through 
the sage Parasara and, finding the people of poor intelligence, divided the tree of Veda into 
many branches.(21) Then again (in the eighteenth descent) He assumed the form of a ruler 
of men (Sri Rama) with a view to accomplishing the purpose of the gods and performed 
heroic feats like bridging the ocean and so.on. (22) In the nineteenth and the twentieth the 
Lord was born among the Vrsnis as Balarama and Sri Krsna and relieved the earth of its 
burden. (23) When Kali sets in, He will be born in Magadha (North Bihar) as Buddha, son 
of Ajana, with a view to deluding the enemies of gods. (24) Then again, towards the end of 
the Kali age, when the kings mostly turn into robbers, the Lord of the universe will take 
descent from (a Brahmana named) Visnuyasa as Lord Kalki. (25) 
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Even as thousands of rivulets flow from a lake that never dries, so there are countless 
descents of the Lord, whois a storehouse of Sattva (power, wisdom, etc.) ,O Brahmanas.(26) 
The sages and seers, the Manus, the gods, the sons of the Manus, the Prajapatis (lords of 
created beings), in fact, all those who possess great power, are rays of Sri Hari. (27) All 
these, however, are either part manifestations or rays of the Supreme Person; while Sri 
Krsna is the Lord Himself. All these Avataras or manifestations of the Lord appear from age 
to age and protect the world when it is oppressed by the enemies of Indra. (28) This story 
of the Lord's descents is a secret. The man who devoutly recites it every evening and 
morning with a pious mind is rid of all suffering. (29) 
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This gross manifestation (in the form of the material universe) of the Lord, who is 
essentially spiritual and has no material form, has been evolved by the products of His Maya 


such as Mahat (the principle of Cosmic Intelligence) and so on, and superimposed on the 
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Lord Himself. (30) Even as men of poor wits assume the existence of the clouds in ether and 
of dustiness in the air, (even though the clouds, as a matter of fact, hang in the air while 
dustiness belongs to the particles of earth,) so the ignorant superimpose the gross 
phenomenal universe on the Self, who is the seer. (31) Beyond this material form is a subtle 
(and unmanifest) form of the Lord, which is constituted of undeveloped Gunas (Gunas that 
have not assumed distinctive shapes) and is neither open to perception nor to hearing. It is 
this (subtle or astral) body which is termed as the Jiva or soul (because the soul seems to 
enter it or is identified with it) and goes through repeated births or transmigrations. (32) It 
is through nescience that the aforesaid astral and material bodies are superimposed on the 
Self. When this superimposition is removed through self-knowledge, that very momenttakes 
place the realization of Brahma. (33) The knowers of Truth are aware that when the Lord's 
sportful Maya in the shape of Knowledge withdraws, the Jiva becomes one with Brahma and 
gets established in the glory of the Self. (34) In such terms do the wise describe the descents 
as well as the doings of the Lord, who is the Ruler of all hearts and is really without birth or 
actions; for His descents and doings are a guarded secret of the Vedas. (35) 
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The pastimes of the Lord are always purposive; by mere sport He creates, preserves and 
reabsorbs this universe, but never gets attached to it. Abiding unperceived in the heart of 
all living beings, He seems to enjoy the objects of the mind and the five senses as the ruler 
of all the six. But being the Master of His Self He remains aloof from these objects (they fail 
to bind Him). (36) No stupid creature can know by any dialectical skill the names and forms 
or doings of the Lord, revealed by His thought or word (the Vedas), any more than anignorant 
man can understand the performance of a conjurer, accomplished through his will and 
speech. (37) The power of the Lord who wields the discus in His hand is infinite; though the 
Maker of this world, He remains ever beyond it. He alone can know His ways who inhales 
the fragrance of His lotus-feet through constant and sincere devotion to them. (38) Now you 
blessed ones are lucky indeed, since you in this life and in this world (which is full of 
impediments and obstacles) thus cultivate that undivided love to Bhagavan Vasudeva (Sri 
Krsna), the Lord of the entire universe, by virtue of which one never falls again into the terrible 
vortex of birth and death.(39) 
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The divine seer, Vedavyasa, composed this Purana, known by the name of Srimad 
Bhagavata, which stands on a par with the Vedas and contains the stories of the Lord of 
excellent renown. (40) He taught this blessed, benedictory and great Purana, for the highest 
good of mankind, to his son (Sukadeva), whois the foremost among Self-realized souls. (41) 
This represents the very cream extracted from all the Vedas and Itihasas (epics). Suka in 
his turn recited it to the great king Pariksit, who sat on the bank of the Ganga, surrounded 
by the foremost sages, with a vow to fast unto death. Now that Sri Krsna has left for His 
(divine) abode with piety, wisdom and all, this sun-like Purana has made its appearance for 
the benefit of those who have been blinded (by the darkness of ignorance) in this Kali age. 
While the glorious sage Sukadeva, O Brahmanas, was reciting this Purana there (on the 
bank of the Ganga), | too was present and learnt it by his grace. | will now recite the same 
to you even as | have learnt it, according to the best of my lights. (42—45) 


Thus ends the third discourse, forming part of the Story relating to the Naimisa 
forest, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Vedavyasa says : When Sita spoke thus, Saunaka, who was a student of Rgveda and 


the head of a large seminary,and was the oldest of the sages assembled for that long 
sacrificial session, applauded him and said:(1) 
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Saunaka said : Sita, youare highly blessed and the foremost of expositors. Pray, repeat 
to us the same sacred story of the Lord as the divine sage Suka recited (to king Pariksit).(2) 
In which particular Yuga (aeon) was the discourse held and at what place, and what was the 
occasion for it 2? And at whose instance did the sage Krsna (Vedavyasa) compose this 
Samhita (large collection of poems) ? (3) His son (Sukadeva) is a great Yogi (mystic), viewing 
all alike, in whose eye diversity has ceased to exist, whose mindis exclusively set upon God 
and who has awoke from the sleep of worldliness. He remains incognito and is therefore 
taken for a stupid fellow. (4) On perceiving the sage Vyasa (closely) following his son (who 
was retiring to the forest as a recluse) the ladies (who happened to be bathing in a pond on 
the roadside),covered themselves out of modesty, even though the sage had clothes on, 
while they took no notice of his son (who was stark naked). Noticing this strange behaviour 
on their part the sage asked them to account for it; thereupon the ladies told him that he was 
still alive to the difference of sex, but not so his son, whose vision was faultless (who 
perceived no difference at all ). (5) How did the citizens of Hastinapura come to recognize 
him when he visited the Kuru-Jangala country and went about that city like one mad, dumb 
and dull ? (6) And, how did the royal sage Pariksit (a scion of Pandu) come to have a 
talk with that sage, in the course of which the latter recited this Bhagavata-Purana ? (7) 
That highly blessed sage (Sukadeva) waits at the door of householders to sanctify their 
abode only for such time as one takes in milking a cow. (8) They say king Pariksit 
(Abhimanyu's son), O Sta, was counted among the foremost devotees of the Lord. Kindly 
narrate to us the story of his most wonderful birth and doings. (9) Why did that emperor, 
who served to enhance the glory of the Pandavas, take his seat on the bank of the Ganga 
with a vow to fast unto death, spurning his imperial fortune ? (10) Enemies bowed at his 
footstool, bringing to him riches for their own security. It is really strange, dear Suta, how 
did that valiant prince, while he was so young, take it into his head to relinquish that fortune, 
which is so difficult to renounce, as well as his life. (11) Men who are solely devoted to the 
Lord of excellent fame live, not for their own sake, but only for (promoting) the welfare, 
affluence and prosperity of the world. Why, then, did he cast off his body, which was the 
support of other beings, in a spirit of aversion ? (12) Therefore, pray, tellus all that we have 
asked you on this occasion; for we know you have mastered the entire range of sacred lore 
barring, of course, the Vedas. (13) 
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Sita replied : In the Dwapara age, the third Yuga of the present Caturyugi (the period of 
four Yugas from Satya to Kali) the great Yogi, Vyasa, who is a part manifestation of Sri Hari, 
was born of Satyavati (who had sprung from the seed of Uparicara Vasu) through the sage 
Parasara. (14) One day, after taking his bath in the sacred water of the Saraswati he sat ina 
lonely place just at sunrise. (15) The sage, who had an unfailing eye and could read the past 
as well as the future, saw how by flux of time, which passed unnoticed, there ensued in every 
age an overlapping of duties, as a result of which the potency of material objects had 
diminished and people had grown irreverent, weak, dull-witted and short-lived. Finding the 
people so unlucky, the sage began to investigate by means of his divine insight as 
to wherein lay the welfare of men belonging to all the grades of society and stages of 
life. (16—18) Perceiving that Vedic sacrifices, which are performed through the agency of four 
priests (viz., the Hota, the Adhwaryu, the Udgata and the Brahma’ ) are the purifiers of men, 
he divided the one Veda into four for the continuance of sacrifices. (19) He thus separated the 
four Vedas under the names of Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvaveda. And the 
Itihasas and the Puranas are called the fifth Veda. (20) Of these Paila received (was taught) 
Rgveda, the seer Jaimini (was the first who) learnt how to chant the Samaveda, while 
VaiSampayana was the only one who mastered the Yajurveda. (21) The sage Sumantu, son 
of Daruna, acquired proficiency in the Atharvaveda; while my (Sita's) father, Romaharsana, 
gained mastery over the Itihasas and Puranas. (22) These latter sages (Paila and others) 
divided their respective Vedas into more than one branches. In this way through their pupils, 
pupils’ pupils and the pupils of these latter the four Vedas came to be divided into so many 
branches. (23) The divine Vyasa, who is compassionate to men of poor wits (evidently) did so 
in order that even the dull-witted might be able to retain the Vedas (in parts). (24) 
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Seeing that the women, the Sddras and the fallen Brahmanas, Ksatriyas and Vaisyas 
were debarred even from hearing the Vedas, and did not know how to perform acts that are 


* The function of a Hota is to invoke the gods by reciting the Raveda; that of an Adhwaryu is to measure the sacrificial 
ground, to build the altar, to prepare the vessels, to fetch wood and water, to light the fire while repeating the Yajurveda, and 
so on; that of an Udgata is to chant the Samaveda and that of a Brahma to supervise the sacrificial performance and set 
right mistakes. 
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conducive to good, the sage (Vedavyasa) was good enough to compose the Mahabharata 
epic in order that women and others too might attain blessedness through the same. (25) 
Even though Vyasa ever remained whole-heartedly engaged in doing good to living 
creatures, his heart was not satisfied with it, O Brahmanas ! (26) Feeling uneasy at heart, 
the sage, who knew the secret of Dharma (righteousness), sat reflecting in a secluded spot 
on the holy bank of the Saraswati, and said to himself thus:— (27) "Observing the vow of 
celibacy | reverently studied theVedas, served the elders and worshipped the sacrificial fires 
and honestly followed their precepts. (28) | have also revealed the purport of the Vedas 
through the Mahabharata, in which even women, the Sddras and others can find their 
respective duties and other things explained. (29) Though | stand foremost among those 
who are preeminent in sacred knowledge, and possess uncommon powers too, my soul it 
seems has not yet realized its true nature (oneness with Brahma). (30) Is it because | have 
not yet fully expounded the virtues that enable one to attain the Lord? It is these virtues that 
are loved by God-realized saints and they alone are dear to Lord Visnu Himself." (31) While 
the sage Krsnadwaipayana (Vyasa) was thus sorrowing with the consciousness that 
something was wanting in him, the sage Narada called at his hermitage already referred 
to.(32) When the sage Vedavyasa saw Narada come, he instantly rose to receive him and 
duly offered worship to the celestial sage, who was adored even by the gods. (33) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse, forming part of the story relating to the Naimisa 
forest, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharmsa-Samhita 
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Sita says : When comfortably seated,lute in hand, the celestial sage (Narada) of 
extensive renown spoke to the Brahmana sage Vedavyasa, who sat beside him, as if 
smiling (at his disconsolation).(1) 
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Narada said : Most blessed Vyasa (son of ParaSara), | hope your physical self as well 
as your mental self are satisfied in themselves. (2) | am sure all that you wanted to know has 
been fully realized, since you produced the most wonderful Mahabharata which fully deals 
with all the objects of human pursuit (Dharma etc.) . (3) You have also investigated the truth 


of and realized the eternal Brahma (the Absolute); nevertheless my lord, you bewail your 
lot as if you had not yet realized the object of your life ! (4) 
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Vyasa replied : All that you have said about me is true;yet my soul finds no satisfaction. 
We ask you the cause of it, which is unknown to me, since your knowledge is unfathom- 
able, you being a son of Brahma (the self-born). (5) You know all hidden truths inasmuch 
as you have worshipped the most ancient Person, who is the Ruler of both Prakrti and 
Purusa (Matter and Spirit) and who by His very thought creates, sustains and reabsorbs 
the universe with the help of the three Gunas, though remaining unattached to the 
same.(6) You go about all the three worlds even as the sun does; and, moving within all 
like the vital air (by dint of Yogic power), you can read the minds of all. Even though | have 
fully realized through the practice of Yoga and the observance of sacred vows both the 
supreme Brahma (the Absolute) and Brahma in the form of the Vedas, pray, point out to 
me.my great deficiency. (7) 
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Narada replied : You have failed to sing adequately the stainless glory of the Lord] 
consider that wisdom to be deficient, which does not tend to please the Lord. (8) O chief of 
sages, you have not so fully described the glory of Bhagavan Vasudeva as you have dealt 
with the objects of human pursuit such as Dharma etc. (9) Speech, which, though full of 
figurative expressions, never utters the praises of Sri Harithe praises that possess the 
virtue of sanctifying the whole world—is considered to be the delight of voluptuous men, who 
wallow in the pleasures of sense like crows that feed upon the dirty leavings of food. Like 
‘ swans, thatare traditionally believed to have their abode in the lotus-beds of the Manasarovara 
lake, devotees who have taken shelter in the lotus-feet of the Lord and therefore ever abide 
in His heart never take delight in such speech. (10) On the other hand, that composition 
which, though faulty in diction, consists of verses each of which contains the names of the 
immortal Lord, bearing the impress of His glory, wipes out the sins of the people; itis such 
composition that pious men love to hear, sing and repeat to an audience. (11) That wisdom 
too which is free from blemish and is a direct means to the attainment of liberation does 
not adorn one's soul so much, if itis devoid of devotion to Lord Acyuta. How, then, can action 
with an interested motive, which is rooted in sorrow at every stage (both while it is being 
performed and at the time of its fruition), and even disinterested action that has not been 
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dedicated to God serve to heighten one's glory ? (12) Endowed with an unfailing eye and 
possessed of sacred renown, O highly blessed Vyasa, you are devoted to truth and steadfast 
of resolve. Therefore, with a concentrated mind now recall the exploits of Sri Hari, who wields 
unthinkable power, with a view to the liberation of the entire humanity. (13) The man who 
desires to talk of anything else than the Lord's exploits falls into the trap of the manifold 
names and forms, evolved by such desire and sees diversity everywhere. Like aboat beaten 
by a blast, his unsteady mind finds no rest anywhere. (14) It was a great error on your part 
to have enjoined horrible acts (acts involving destruction of life) in the name of religion on 
men who are naturally addicted to such acts.. Misguided by these precepts of yours the 
ordinary man of the world would believe such acts to be pious and would refuse to honour 
the teachings that prohibit such actions. (15) Only some wise man can by withdrawing from 
worldly. enjoyments experience the (supreme) bliss which forms the essential character of 
the eternal and infinite Lord. Therefore, kindly narrate the exploits of the Lord for the good 
of those who are working under the impulse of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and lack 
the spiritual sense. (16) Has evil ever befallen him anywhere (in any womb or birth), who 
adores the lotus-feet of Sri Hari neglecting his own duty, even if he dies ata stage when he 
is yet unripe in his devotion, or falls from his Sadhana? On the other hand, what purpose has 
been achieved by those who fail to worship God, through devotion to their duty ? (17) A wise 
man should strive after that object alone which cannot be attained by going round from the 
highest (Brahma's abode) to the lowest (infernal) regions. As for the pleasures of sense they 
are had as a matter of course everywhere like sorrow as a result of past actions by flux of 
time, which is too quick to be perceived. (18) Dear Vyasa, a servant of Lord Mukunda (lit.,the 
Bestower of Liberation) never returns to this world, consisting of birth and death, like others 
(i.e., men of action who are averse to the Lord's worship) even if by accident he turns averse 
to Him at any time. Recalling the joy of having once (mentally) embraced the Lord's lotus- 
feet, he would not think of abandoning them, since he has tasted their sweetness . (19) This 
universe is no other than the Lord, who is yet apart from it, being responsible for the 
continuance, destruction and coming into being of this world. You know it yourself; yet | have 
indicated it to you by way of a hint. (20) O Vyasa of unfailing vision, know it for yourself that 
you are a ray of the Highest Person, the Supreme Spirit, and that, though unborn, you have 
taken birth for the good of the world. Therefore, describe at full length the exploits of the Lord 
of exalted glory. (21) The wise have declared that the abiding purpose of man's austere 
penance, sacred knowledge, sacrificial performances, recitation of the Vedas with correct 
intonation, enlightenment and bestowal of gifts is to recount the virtues of that Lord of 
excellent fame. (22) During the last Kalpa, in my previous existence, O sage, | was born of 
a maid-servant of Brahmanas well-versed in the Vedas. While yet a boy, | was told off to 
serve some Yogis (wandering ascetics) who wished to stop at one place during the 
rains.(23) Though a mere child, | was free from all childish frolics, was quite tame and 
submissive, spoke little and remained aloof from playthings. Though viewing all alike, the 
sages were particularly kind to me, who did all kinds of service to them. (24) With the willing 
consent of those Brahmanas | ate, once in twenty-four hours, whatever was left in their 
dishes after they had finished their meals, and was thereby cleansed of all sins. Thus 
engaged in their service, | attained purity of mind, which conceived a liking for their religious 
creed (the creed of Devotion). (25) There (in that society of godly men) by the grace of those 
saints, who were given to singing the Lord's praises, | would daily listen to the soul-ravishing 
stories of SriKrsna. Evenas | heard these stories with reverence, O dear Vyasa, step by step 
| developed an attraction for the Lord of delightful fame. (26) When | developed an affinity 
for Him, O great sage, my mind got firmly established in that Lord of delightful glory; through 
such a mind | began to perceive the whole of this gross and subtle world as assumed in me, 
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the Absolute by Maya. (27) In this way, throughout the rains as well as in the coming 
autumn, | heard with rapt attention thrice everyday the holy praises of Sri Hari as they were 
sung by those high-souled sages; and forthwith sprouted in my heart that Devotion which 
eradicates the element of Rajas (passion) and Tamas (ignorance). (28) To me, who was 
devoted to those sages, modest in bearing, sinless, full of faith, tame and submissive, 
though yet a child, those saints, compassionate as they were to the afflicted, graciously 
imparted, when about to depart, that most esoteric wisdom which has been directly 
revealed by the Lord Himself. (29-30) Through that wisdom | came to know the glory of 
that Maya (deluding potency) of Lord Vasudeva, the Maker of this world, by knowing which 
men attain to His (supreme) Abode. (31) 
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O sage, | have thus indicated to you how actions dedicated to the Lord, who is the Ruler 
of this universe as well as the supreme Brahma (the Absolute), serve as the cure for 
the threefold agony. (32) O Vyasa of commendable vow, the same substance which 
contributes to a particular malady cannot ordinarily counteract the disease; but, when taken 
in a properly medicated form, it does cure the ailment. (33) Similarly, all the activities of men 
ordinarily lead to transmigration; but the same, when offered to the Lord, lose their binding 
character.(34) On duties (of an obligatory nature) that are performed in this world for the 
pleasure of the Lord depends the attainment of wisdom combined with Devotion, (35) Those 
who perform their actions in obedience to the Lord's behests repeatedly utter and meditate 
on the praises and names of Sri Krsna (in the course of such actions). (36) "Obeisance to 
You, O Lord Vasudeva: we meditate on You. Obeisance also to Pradyumna, Aniruddha and 
Sankarsana." (37) The lord presiding over sacrifices has the divine Mantra (mystical 
formula) for His body and has no material form. He alone is of true insight, who worships 
Him uttering the name of the four forms as indicated above. (38) O holy Brahmana, when 
| had thus carried out His behest, Lord KeSava blessed me with Self-Knowledge, mystic 
powers and loving Devotion to His feet. (39) O sage of unlimited knowledge, pray, recount 
the glories of the Almighty Lord, by hearing which even the wise reach the end of their quest 
for knowledge. For they recognize only the chanting of such glory, and no other, as the only 


means of relieving the afflictions of those who are repeatedly tormented by trials and 
turmoils. (40) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse, forming part of the dialogue between Vyasa and 
Narada, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 
The rest of the story of Narada's previous birth 
Yd sora 
wae Pera smercahiat od a1 ya: uses d wer Se: Waadtaa: 1 2 | 
Sita says : O Saunaka, having thus heard the story of the Devarsi's birth and spiritual 
endeavours, Maharsi Vyasa, the son of Satyavati, again enquired of him as follows : (1) 
WY Jara 
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Vyasa said : When the ascetics who instructed you in spiritual wisdom had departed, 
what did you do, since you happened to be a mere child at that time ? (2) In what manner, 
O son of Brahma (the self-born), did you spend the rest of your life ? And how did you cast 
off your mortal coil when the time came? (3) Foremost of heavenly beings, how did time, 
which obliterates everything, fail to obscure the memory of your existence in the preceding 
Kalpa? (4) 
ARG Sara 
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Narada replied : When the ascetics who instructed me in spiritual wisdom had left, | 
proceeded to do this (what follows), tender of age as | was. (5) | was the only issue of my 
mother, who was an ignorant woman and a Servant-maid to boot. She had bound herself with 
ties of affection to me, her son, who solely depended on her. (6) Muchas she liked to supply 
my wants and to provide against my future, she failed to do so, dependent as she was. The 
world is indeed subject to the control of its Ruler (God ) even as a puppet is controlled by 
the wire-puller. (7) Out of regard for her! continued in that locality of the Brahmanas. Being 
only five years of age, | had no idea then of the four quarters or even of space and time.(8) 
Once during the night she left her house to milk a cow. While on her way she trod on a snake 
which, as fate would have it, bit the helpless woman (and this brought about her untimely 
end). (9) | took it as a boon from the Lord, who is solicitous for the welfare of His devotees, 
and then set out in a northerly direction.(10) » 
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In that journey | passed through prosperous lands, cities, villages, temporary habitats 
of cowherds, mines, hamlets, stray habitations by the side of mountains and rivers, 
enclosures containing plantations, groves and gardens, mountains charming with minerals 
of various colours, trees with boughs broken by elephants, lakes containing delightful water, 
lotus-ponds frequented by gods and rendered vocal by birds of diverse notes and adorned 
by bees hovering about (from one lotus-bed to another). Having journeyed across these all 
alone, | came in sight of an extensive and formidable forest dense with rushes, bamboos, 
reeds, KuSa grass and hollow bamboos and which presented a dreadful appearance, 
infested as it was with serpents, owls and jackals. (11—14) Wearied in mind and body and 
overcome with thirst and hunger, | bathed in the pool of a river, drank of its water, rinsed my 
mouth with it and felt refreshed. (15) In that forest, uninhabited by man, | sat down at the 
foot of a Peepul tree and contemplated with a collected mind on the Lord residing in my 
heart,as | had heard of Him (from the lips of my preceptors). (16) Even as | meditated on His 
lotus-feet with a mind overpowered by love, tears rushed tomy eyes as a result of eagerness 
to behold Sri Hari, who gradually appeared on the screen of my heart. (17) The hair of my 
body stood on end due to an outburst of love, and my heart experienced a thrill of excessive 
joy and tranquillity. Immersed in a flood of ecstasy, O sage, | lost consciousness of both 
myself and the object of my perception (Sri Hari). (13) Even as | failed to perceive that 
indescribable form of the Lord, which was enrapturing to the heart and dispelled all grief, | 
felt disturbed and sprang on my feet like one troubled at heart. (19) Longing to behold it once 
more, | fixed the mind on my heart and looked for it, but could not see it. Now! felt miserable 
like one whose desire had not been sated. (20) To me thus struggling in that lonely forest, 
the Lord, who is beyond words, spoke in sublime yet soft words, as if to soothe my grief : (21) 
“Alas | in this birth you are unfit to behold Me; for | am difficult of perception for those who 
have not attained perfection in Yoga (Devotion), and the impurities of whose heart have not 
yet been wholly burnt. (22) It was only to arouse in you a burning desire to see Me that | have 
once revealed My form to you. One who longs to see Me shakes off gradually but completely 
all one's latent desires. (23) Through services rendered by you to the saints even for a short 
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period your thought has been irrevocably fixed on Me. Therefore, casting off this 
reprehensible (material) body you will attain to the position of my own attendant. (24) The 
thought you have thus fixed on Me shall never cease. And by My grace you will continue to 
remember Me even when the whole creation has perished." (25) Having said this much, that 
great invisible Being, the Ruler of all and omnipresent as ether, stopped short. Realizing His 
unique grace | for my part bowed my head to Him, the greatest of the great. (26) Shaking 
off all shyness | now began to repeat the mysterious and auspicious names and fixed my 
thoughts on the exploits of the infinite Lord. Rid of all cravings, free from vanity and jealousy 
and contented at heart, | roamed about on the globe awaiting my end. (27) 
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To me, who had my thoughts fixed on Sri Krsna, who was free from attachment and 
whose heart was thus purified, death came at the appointed hour like a flash of lightning, O 
holy sage. (28) When | was about to be translated to the immaterial form of an attendant of 
the Lord, my material body fell, the Prarabdha that had been responsible for it having been 
reaped. (29) At the end of the preceding Kalpa, when Lord Narayana slept on the waters 
of the universal Deluge, having reabsorbed the whole creation into Himself, and when 
Brahma was going to enter His body and sleep there, | too (my subtle body) entered His body 
with the ingoing breath. (30) At the expiry of one thousand revolutions of the four Yugas when 
Brahma (the Creator) rose and wished to bring forth this creation again, Marici and the other 
sages as well as myself were evolved out of his senses. (31) With my vow of constant 
remembrance of God continuing uninterrupted, | move about inside as well as outside the 
three worlds; and by the grace of Lord Mahavisnu (Bhagavan Narayana, the Primal Person) 
my passage is nowhere obstructed. (32) Playing upon (to the accompaniment of ) this lute, 
bestowed upon me by the Lord Himself and bringing out the seven primary notes of the 
gamut that represent Brahma in the form of sound, | go about singing the story of Sri Hari.(33) 
As | thus sing of His exploits, the Lord of delightful renown, whose feet represent all sacred 
places (being the origin of them all), soon reveals Himself in my heart as if summoned by 
me. (34) Narration of the Lord's doings has been found to be a veritable raft to cross the 
ocean of mundane existence for those whose mind is incessantly tormented by the craving 
for sense- enjoyment. (35) A heart smitten with lust and greed every moment does not attain 
tranquillity so surely by recourse to the various practices of Yoga, such as self-control and 
so on,as through the worship of (devotion to) Lord Mukunda (the Bestower of Liberation).(36) 
O sinless one, | have thus told you all that you asked me, viz., the secret of my own birth and 
doings (spiritual endeavours) and the means of satisfying your soul. (37) 
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Sita says : Having thus spoken to Vyasa (the son of Satyavati), the divine sage Narada 
took his leave and, playing upon his lute, went his way, having no object of his own to 
accomplish. (38) Ah! blessed is this celestial sage, who, while singing the glory of Lord Visnu 


(the Wielder of the Sarnga bow ) to the accompaniment of his lute, feels not only intoxicated 
himself but delights the unhappy world as well. (39) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, forming part of the dialogue between Vyasa and 
Narada, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
ASswatthama assassinates Draupadi's sons and Arjuna 
in his turn curbs his pride 
sara 
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Saunaka said : On the departure of Narada, what did the divine and all-powerful Vyasa 
do, after hearing that which was in the mind of the celestial sage? (1) 
Yd Sa 
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SUta replied : On the western bank of the Saraswati river, presided over by Brahma, 

there is a hermitage called Samyaprasa, which promotes the sacrificial activities of the 
sages. (2) In that hermitage, which was Vyasa's own abode and was surrounded by.a grove © 
of jujube trees, the sage Vyasa sat down and, after sipping a little water, collected his mind 
by self-effort. (3) In his sinless mind, which had been perfectly concentrated through the 
practice of Devotion, he saw the Primal Person as well as Maya, who depends for her very 
existence on Him. (4) Deluded by this Maya, the individual soul, though beyond the three 
Gunas, thinks itself as consisting of the three Gunas and suffers the evil consequences 
brought about by this identification. (5) Knowing that the practice of Devotion to the Lord, who 
is beyond sense-perception, is the direct means of counteracting these evils, the sage 


composed Srimad Bhagavata (the book of the Vaisnavas) for the use of the common people, 
who are ignorant of this fact. (6) Even as a man listens to this work recited, Devotion to Sri 
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Krsna, the Supreme Person, wells up in his heart—Devotion that dispels grief, infatuation 
and fear. (7) Having produced and revised the Bhagavata-Samhita, the sage (Vedavyasa) 
taught it to his son Suka, who loved to live in retirement. (8) 


Soa 
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Saunaka said: The sage Suka is a lover of quietism and, indifferent to everything 
(belonging to this world), he delights only in his Self. What was his motive, then, in mastering 
this voluminous work ? (9) 
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Sita replied : Even sages who delight in the Seif alone and the knot of whose ignorance 
has been cut asunder practise disinterested devotion to Sri Hari: such are His virtues. (10) 
This was true all the more of the divine sage Sukadeva, son of Badarayana (Vedavyasa) and 
the beloved of Lord Visnu's own people, who studied this great chronicle everyday, his mind 
having been captivated by Sri Hari 's excellences. (11) 


aitfaratser Tetsaetfaeresy | A A USYATUT aed FreorepealeaA 1221 
a 6a) Rage Stet fat a 
qaletiaguearimrataatecus FARTBIA 13 | 
ad: fa gina wm aa FoTGaa wat fais | 
soe fata wa wnfed ad fandafriexs 
am feat et wart fea a afteearn 
Aaeag rT at PIRATE feetienret 1241 
TI Yat spf we aesaet: fix area: | 
Tugagmfaraemet «=| aISSeHIAS TE SEIT 126 | 
sat oefafeoret: «90 aRafaeareqairae: | 
ararsaetara saa afaeasit Tat TAT II 
| shall now tell you the story of the birth, exploits and emancipation of the royal sage 
Pariksit and the ascent of Pandu's sons to heaven, inasmuch as they serve as a prelude to 
the story of Sri Krsna. (12) When in course of the Mahabharata war the warriors of the 
Kaurava and Pandava hosts had fallen like heroes and when Duryodhana (son of 
Dhrtarastra) had his thigh broken by a stroke of the mace dealt by Bhima (who had the 
appetite of a wolf), ASwatthama (the son of Drona) severed the heads of Draupadi 's sons 
while they were asleep and presented them to Duryodhana—an act which he imagined 
would please his master (Duryodhana) but which really proved most distasteful to him, since 
everybody would strongly condemn such an odious act. (13-14) Sore distressed at the news 
of the terrible slaughter of her sons, the mother (Draupadi) bitterly wailed, her eyes blinded 
with tears. Then Arjuna (who had a many-pointed diadem on his head), comforting her, 
said:(15) "Then alone shall | have wiped your tears,my good lady|when | cut off the head of 
that fallen Brahmana, that desperado, with the arrows discharged from my Gandiva bow, 


and present it to you so that you may set your foot on it and then bathe after the cremation 
of your sons." (16) Having thus consoled his wife in sweet and charming words, Arjuna, who 
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had Sri Krsna for his friend and charioteer, put on his armour and, taking his fierce bow, rode 
in a chariot with an ensign bearing the figure of a monkey, in pursuit of ASwatthama (his 
preceptor's son).(17) 
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When Aswatthama, who was now sad at heart for his having assassinated young boys, 
saw from a distance that Arjuna was rushing towards him, he ran for life in a chariot as far 
as he could on earth, even as the sun-god fled for fear of Rudra.* (18) When he saw that his 
horses were fatigued and that he had none to protect him, that son of a Brahmana thought 
of the missile presided over by Brahma (the Creator) as the only means to save his life. (19) 
Even though he did not know how to withdraw the missile, he sipped a little water and, finding 
his life in peril, fitted the same to his bow with an attentive mind. (20) A fierce flame blazed 
forth from the missile and enveloped all sides. When Arjuna saw the danger to his life, he 
addressed Visnu (Sri Krsna) as follows: (21) 
aft Fara 

Fa FN TIM WMA aael aeEAMaetisha «Aga: 1221 

AT: Yee: Bandar: wpa: Tt: | aleqee fwsaen had fe sna 1231 

a wa Stace oreifeceaa: i fae aa ation set eoifemaror 12s 

qd dee wat anita aR aaa aaa 124! 

fefae fapat aft taea a aemen addnpeare | a: THeTRUT 2 | 

Arjuna said : Krsna, Krsna, mighty of arm and the Allayer of devotees' fear, You are the 

only rescuer of those who are incessantly burning with the agony of transmigration. (22) You 
are God Himself, the Primal Person, existing beyond Prakrti (Matter). Casting aside Maya 
by the power of Your wisdom, You stand in Your absolute Being. (23) Itis You who by virtue 
of Your own power confer Dharma (religious merit) and other forms of blessings on the soul 
whose mind is deluded by Your Maya. (24) Even so this Avatara (manifestation) of Yours 
is intended to relieve the burden of the earth and to serve as an object of constant meditation 


for Your own people as well as for those who are exclusively devoted to You. (25) O self- 
effulgent Lord, | know not what and whence this most frightful flame, which is enveloping 


me on all sides. (26) 
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Sri Bhagavan replied : It is no other than the missile presided over by Brahma and 
released by Aswatthama (the son of Drona) in extreme peril. You are aware he knows not 
how to call it back. (27) There is no other missile that can overpower it. Therefore, quench 
the formidable flame of this weapon by a counter-flame of the same missile,expert as you 
are in the use of weapons. (28) 

* When the sun-god routed the demon Vidyunmali, Bhagavan Rudra darted in fury against the sun-god, trident in hand. 
The sun-god, who ran before Rudra, toppled down at Kasi; where he became known as Lolarka - 
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Sita continued : On hearing the Lord's words, Arjuna, the exterminator of rival warriors, 
sipped a little water, went round the Lord in reverence and fitted a Brahmastra to repulse the 
Brahmastra (discharged by ASwatthama). (29) The two flames, surrounded by arrows, 
joined each other and, filling the heavens as well as all the space between heaven and earth, 
swelled like the sun and the fire at the time of universal destruction. (30) Perceiving the 
mighty flame of the two missiles, which was consuming all the three worlds, all the people, 
who were being scorched by their heat, thought it to be the fire of universal destruction. (31) 
Seeing the distress of the people and the impending destruction of all the worlds, and finding 
the approval of Sri Krsna (the son of Vasudeva), Arjuna withdrew them both. (32) Then he 
quickly seized the hard-hearted son of Krpi, his eyes burning with rage, and bound him with 
a rope as one would bind a sacrificial animal. (33) Having forcibly bound the enemy with a 
rope, he was about to take him to his camp, when the lotus-eyed Lord said to him in 
rage:—(34) "Arjuna (son of Prtha), you ought not to spare him. Do kill this fallen Brahmana, 
who murdered at dead of night innocent boys buried in sleep. (35) A pious man would never 
kill an enemy who is drunk, unguarded, insane, asleep, tender of age, stupid, terror-stricken 
or fallen at his feet, nor would he kill a woman nor one who has lost one's chariot. (36) But 


to slay the merciless wretch who maintains his own life at the cost of another's is to do him 
good; for the man would (otherwise) repeat such crimes and thereby precipitate his fall. (37) 
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Moreover, you gave your word to Draupadi (the daughter of the king of Paficala) within my 
hearing: ‘I shall bring you the head of the man who has slain your sons, O proud lady.’ (38) 
Therefore, O valiant Arjuna, dispose of this sinful ruffian, who has murdered your own sons. 
This unworthy member of his race has done something which was loathsome even to his 
master (Duryodhana)." (39) Urged in these words by Sri Krsna who was putting his 
righteousness to the test, the great Arjuna (the son of Kunti!) would not slay ASwatthama (his 
preceptor's son), even though he had murdered his own sons. (40) Then, coming up to his 
camp, Arjuna, who had Sri Govinda for his friend and charioteer, showed him (ASwatthama) 
to his beloved consort, who had been grieving all the while for her murdered sons. (41) 
Looking intently at ASwatthama (Drona's son), who had been brought in that plight, bound 
with cords like a sacrificial beast, his face cast down on account of his shameful act, 
Draupadi,who was tender by nature, took compassion on the offender and bowed to 
him.(42) That noble lady could not bear to see him brought in bondage and said, "Let him 
be freed, let him be released,a Brahmana that he is and worthy of our utmost adoration. (43) 
That worshipful Drona, by whose grace you learnt the science of archery with its manifold 
secrets and acquired the knowledge of the various missiles as well as how to discharge and 
call them back—it is he himself who is present in the person of his progeny, his wife, his 
better half, Krpi (a sister of Acarya Krpa, another preceptor of the Pandavas) yet survives 
: she did not follow him (declined to ascend his funeral pile) only because of her having given 
birth to a valiant son. (44-45) Therefore, my blessed lord, the family of your preceptor, which 
is ever worthy of adoration and salutation for you, does not deserve persecution at your 
hands, pious as you are. (46) Let not his (ASwatthama's) mother, Gautami (a descendant 
of the sage Gautama), who worshipped her husband as a deity, wail even as | do, grieved 
at the loss of my children and shedding tears again and again. (47) The whole family of those 
princes of unconquered mind by whom the Brahmana race is angered is plunged in grief and 
is soon burnt up with all their kith and kin." (48) 
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% Sita went on : King Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma (the god of virtue), O holy 
‘VY Brahmanas, greeted the queen's words, which were pious and fair, compassionate, 
guileless, impartial and noble.(49) Nakula and Sahadeva, Yuyudhana (Satyaki), Arjuna, the 
divine Sri Krsna (the son of Devaki) Himself and all other men and women (who happened 
to be there) endorsed what she said. (50) On that occasion Bhima indignantly (intervened 
and) said, "For him who wantonly murdered sleeping youngsters without any gain either to 
himself or to his master death has been declared as a boon." (51) Hearing the words of 
Bhima as well as of Draupadi, Lord Sri Krsna (who was distinguished by His four arms) 
looked into the face of his friend (Arjuna) and uttered the following words, as though 


smiling:(52) 
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Sri Krsna said: Even a fallen Brahmana ought not to be slain and a ruffian surely 
deserves to be killed. Both these precepts have been taught by Me in the scriptures. 
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Therefore,carry out both these commands of Mine. (53) Redeem the promise you made 
while consoling your beloved consert; at the same time do what is agreeable to Bhimasena 
and Draupadi (the daughter of the king of Paficala) as well as to Myself.(54) 
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Sita says : Arjuna instantly understood the mind of Sri Hari, and with his sword cut off 
the gem on the Brahmana's head along with his locks. (55) Releasing ASwatthama, who had 
been bound with cords and put out of countenance by the murder of boys, and who was now 
deprived of his splendour and gem also, Arjuna expelled him from his camp. (56) Shaving 
the head (as a token of disgrace), seizure of property and expulsion from a place (where one 
happens to be)—this is the form of capital punishment prescribed for fallen Brahmanas; 
there is no other corporeal form of capital punishment for them. (57) The'sons of Pandu along 
with Krsna (Draupadi), who were all stricken with grief at the loss of their sons, performed 
the cremation and other funeral rites in respect of their departed kinsmen. (58) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse entitled the"Chastisement of ASwatthama (Drona's son)", 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita 
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Discourse VIII 
The Lord delivers Pariksit in the womb and is extolled by Kuntt; 
Yudhisthira gives way to grief 
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Sita says : Placing the ladies at the head and accompanied by Sri Krsna, they all then 
repaired to the bank of the Ganga in order to offer oblations of water to their departed 
kinsmen seeking such oblations. (1) Having offered water to the deceased and bitterly wept 
for them, they all immersed themselves once more in the water of the Ganga, that had been 
hallowed by contact with the dust of Sri Hari's lotus-feet. (2) Showing how all created beings 
are subject to death, which cannot be averted, Lord Madhava (Sri Krsna) and the sages 
(Dhaumya and others) consoled king Yudhisthira (the lord of the Kurus) and his younger 


brothers (Bhima and others), Dhrtarastra and his wife, Gandhari (daughter of the king of 
Gandhara), who was stricken with grief at the loss of her sons, as well as Prtha (Kunti) and 
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Krsna, all of whom had lost their kith and kin, and were sitting there plunged in grief.(3-4) 
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Having secured to king Yudhisthira (to whom no enemy was ever born, in other words, 
who was too good to regard anyone as his enemy) his own kingdom, that had been usurped 
by gamblers, and brought about the destruction of wicked kings, whose span of life had been 
cut short by touching Draupadi's hair, and having helped him to perform as many as three 

Aswamedha sacrifices with the best possible materials and with the aid of the best available 

priests, He caused his sacred renown to spreadin all directions like that of Indra (whois raised 

to this exalted position only after performing a hundred ASwamedha sacrifices). (5-6) Having 
taken leave of Pandu's sons and paid His respects to holy Brahmanas like Dwaipayana 

(Vyasa), who did their homage to Him in return, He mounted His chariot and was just 

intending to leave for Dwaraka along with Satyaki and Uddhava when, O Saunaka, He 

perceived Uttara (widow of Abhimanyu, Arjuna's deceased son) rushing towards Him, 

stricken with fear. (7-8) 
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Uttara said : Protect me, O great Yogi; save me, O supreme Deity ! O Lord of the 
universe,| see no asylum other than Youin this world, where everyone is death to another.(9) 
This dart of burning steel is pursuing me, O almighty Lord ! Let it burn me by all means, my 
master; but let it not kill the child in my womb. (10) 
Ud sara 
sa «FARR Wa Awa: | oa «= BUTTE 1221 
adera yfety cs: we ASM! aeaiseriqmieearagqureg: 1221 
ae ode | aaereaerfeawarea gestae ea a WaT SETTAB: 1231 
ae: Bday arent eft: 1 aareassquirest autem: gerd ex 
waa safest asta aed at ara aaa wygE 184 
om den aad watedwasaaia ga wre ten gaaafa wert 126! 
waar: «ee Fei sania Hens yo at ieys 


Sita says : Hearing her words, the Lord, whois so fond of His devotees, understood that 
it was a missile discharged by ASwatthama (son of Dronacarya) in order to exterminate the 
line of the Pandavas (sons of Pandu). (11) That very moment, O chief of the sages, the sons 
of Pandu also saw five burning shafts coming towards them, and took up their own missiles 
(arrows). (12) Perceiving the calamity of his kinsmen, who thought of none else than Him, 
the almighty Lord protected them with His own discus, Sudarsana. (13) Sri Hari, the Master 
of Yoga, who is the very Self dwelling in the heart of all living beings, enveloped the womb 
of Uttara (the daughter of king Virata) by His own Maya (Yogic power) in order to preserve 
the line of Kuru. (14) Even though the missile presided over by Brahma is unfailing and 
irresistible, it proved ineffectual when it met the effulgence of Bhagavan Visnu (Sri Krsna), 
O chief of the Bhrgus. (15) Deem this not as a miracle on the part of Lord Acyuta (Sri Krsna), 
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who is an embodiment of all wonders and who, though unborn Himself, creates, maintains 
and destroys this universe by His own deluding potency. (16) When Sri Krsna was about 
to leave, the virtuous Prtha (Kunti) along with her sons (the Pandavas), who had just escaped 
from the fire of the missile presided over by Brahma, and her daughter-in-law, Krsna 
(Draupadi), addressed Him as follows: (17) 
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Kunti said : "l, an ignorant woman, make obeisance to You, the Prime Person, 
transcending Prakrti and dwelling inside as well as outside all created beings, the invisible 
and imperishable God existing beyond the range of sense-perception and screened by the 
curtain of Maya. You, cannot be seen by a man of perverted vision even as a dunce would 
fail to recognize an actor appearing in a garb appropriate to the stage. (18-19) How, then, 
can we womenfolk perceive You, who have appeared in our midst just to engender Devotion 
in the heart of Paramaharnsas (those endowed with the eye distinguishing the material from 
the spiritual) who are given to contemplation and pure of mind? (20) Obeisance, obeisance 
to You, Sri Krsna, son of Vasudeva, the delight of Devaki (Your blessed mother), the foster- 
child of the cowherd Nanda, Lord Govinda. (21) Obeisance to you whose navel is adorned 
with a lotus; obeisance to You, wearing a wreath of lotus flowers; obeisance to You, 
possessing lotus-like eyes; obeisance to You, whose feet resemble the lotus. (22) O 
HrsikeSa (Lord of the senses), even as You delivered Devaki (Your own mother), who had 
been shut up in prison for a long time by the wicked Karnsa and was overcome with grief, 
so did You, O almighty Lord, repeatedly save me along with my sons from a series of 
calamities. (23) It is You, O Hari, who protected us from poison, from a huge fire, from the 
look of man-eating demons, from the assembly of wicked people (Duryodhana and his 
associates), from the perils met during forest life, from the missiles of many a great warrior 
(like Bhisma, Drona, Karna and so on ) in every battle, and just now from the missile 
discharged by ASwatthama (the son of Dronacarya). (24) May calamities befall us at every 
step through eternity, O Teacher of the world; for it is in adversity alone that we are blessed 
with Your sight, which eliminates the possibility of our seeing another birth. (25) Aman whose 
birth, power, learning and affluence only serve to swell his pride is unable even to utter Your 
name, You being open to the perception of only those who have nothing to call their own.(26) 
You are the only wealth of those who have no sense of possession. Beyond the realm of the 
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three Gunas or modes of Prakrti, You delight in Your own Self and are perfectly calm; You 
are the Lord of Moksa (final beatitude). | bow to You again and again. (27) 
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A» "I believe You to be Kala ( the Time-Spirit), the almighty Ruler of all, having no beginning 
“V orendand moving alike among all the creatures, although it is You, again, who serve as an 
occasion for them to contend with one another. (28) None, O Lord, can know what You intend 
doing when You are acting like men. No one is ever dear or loathsome to You; itis men alone 
who think of You in terms of diversity. (29) O Lord, You are the Soul of the universe, nay, the 
universe itself. You are, as a matter of fact, devoid of birth and actions; Your birth and actions 

in the sub-human species as well as among men, Rsis and aquatic creatures are mere 
sport.(30) When You offended (Your foster-mother) YaSoda (by smashing the pot of curds) 
and she took a cord to bind You, the way in which You stood full of fear, with Your face cast 
down, Your eyes rolling about in confusion and their collyrium dissolved in tears, fills me with 
bewilderment. To think that even He of whom Fear itself is afraid should appear so stricken 
with fear! (31) Some people aver that, though unborn, You have appeared in the race of Your 
beloved Yadu of sacred renown justin order to enhance his glory, even as a sandal tree takes 
root on the Malaya mountain in order to bring reputation to the latter. (82) Others declare 
that, though birthless, You were born of Devaki, Vasudeva's wife for the protection of this 
world and the extermination of the enemies of gods, as solicited by the couple (in their 
previous existence). (33) Still others assert that in response to the prayer of Brahma (the self- 
born Creator) You have appeared (in our midst) to relieve the burden of the earth, which was 
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groaning under a heavy load like a vessel sinking in the sea. (34) Some others maintain that 
You have descended on earth with the intention of performing deeds fit to be heard of or dwelt 
upon by those who are being tormented in this world by ignorance, desire and selfish 
acts.(35) That is why Your devotees constantly listen to, sing, repeat to others and 
contemplate on Your stories and rejoice; and it is they alone who behold before long Your 
lotus-feet that put an end to the stream of births and deaths. (36) O Lord, (we know) You have 
always granted the wishes of Your own people. Is ita fact, then, that You intend this very day 
to leave us, Your relations, who exclusively depend on You and who have no asylum other 
thanYour lotus-feet, having alienated other monarchs by inflicting suffering on them ? (37) 
When You are out of sight, the Yadus and ourselves, the Pandavas, are of no more 
consequence in name or form than the senses when their ruler, the soul, has quitted them. 
(38) This earth will not look so bright then, O Wielder of a mace, as it does now, adorned by 
Your foot-prints, which are easily distinguished by their characteristic marks (of a lotus, 
thunderbolt, banner and goad etc.).(39) These territories, so highly prosperous and so rich 
in their ripe crops and vegetation, as well as these woodlands and hills, rivers and oceans, 
flourish only under Your benign looks. (40) O Lord, You are not only the Ruler and the Soul 
of the universe but the universe itself; kindly cut asunder the strong bond of affection that 
binds me with my own people, the Pandus and the Vrsnis (the Yadus). (41) Even as the 
Ganga incessantly pours its waters into the ocean, so let my thought, O Lord of the Madhus, 
constantly and exclusively find delight in You. (42) O glorious Krsna, friend of Arjuna, 
foremost among the Vrsnis, You are fire as it were to burn the whole race of princes who are 
proving the bane of the earth. Your prowess is infinite. Govinda, Your descent on this earth 
is intended only to relieve the distress of the cows, the Brahmanas and the gods. Obeisance 
to You, O Master of Yoga, O divine Teacher of the universe!" (43) 


Yd Sara 

qaret ome: «= Uftueftamted: 1a sere dqel dleafea are xx! 

a wees sfasa wereean fas aot are Soon wet Paria: xu 

marae aera: PURTEteHn | valfeasiftecatgert  yzarita: we 

ae wa edgar Geel ae Seca «fa: 4Aenteaet aa: iv! 

at A uaa ge Be Gua: | Uaada seer seal Asaitfevitéar: xc 

arofasrgetratag urges: la 2 erfararttat aia asta: xe! 

a wa: seTadedtiqg at fmm si 8 a gq atera Head aad ae: Iho 

Biot wedi ste atserfaatier: | adfinjetetdate aedt  aarttea 4g 

aa Uga WET: Ga a Arp yea ata a asap ue 

ofa sera Fe Tee Sean yeaa Srieafeiaiagah aaeTiseaa: 12 

Sita went on: In this way when Prtha (Kunti) extolled in sweet words the consummate 
glory of Lord Vaikuntha (Sri Krsna), He gently smiled as if bewitching her by His Maya 
(deluding potency). (44) "So be it," said Sri Krsna and, taking leave of her,entered the city 
of Hastinapura once again; then, after bidding adieu to the other ladies as well, He was about 
to leave for Dwaraka when king Yudhisthira detained Him out of love. (45) The king, who was 
seized with remorse (for his having been instrumental in bringing about the destruction of 
his own kinsmen), could not be consoled even though Vyasa and others, who understood 


the ways of Providence, and even Sri Krsna of marvellous deeds comforted him by means 
of legends.(46) Brooding over the death of his kinsmen with a bewildered mind, O holy 
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Brahmanas, and overpowered by affection and infatuation, king Yudhisthira (the son of 
Dharma, the god of righteousness) said:—(47) “Oh, look at this ignorance rooted in my 
heart! Evil-minded as | am, | brought about the destruction of many Aksauhinis* for the 
sake of this body, which is the food of other creatures (such as jackals and dogs). (48) 
There can be no redemption from hell even after millions and millions of years for me, 
an enemy of children, Brahmanas, my own kith and kin, friends, uncles, cousins and 
preceptors. (49) The saving clause found in the scriptures that the destruction of enemies 
in a righteous war on the part of a monarch seeking the protection of his subjects is no 
sin, fails to satisfy me. (50) The wrong that | have done in this life to the womenfolk whose 
husbands and other relations have been slain by me or on my account | shall not be able 
to expiate through sacrificial performances enjoined on a householder. (51) One cannot 
atone for the destruction of a single life by any number of sacrifices (that involve the wilful 
slaughter of animals), any more than one can purify muddy water by dissolving more mud 
into it or counteract the pollution caused by spirituous liquor by adding more to it. (52) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse entitled “Kunti's Song of Praise and Yudhisthira’s 
Remorse” in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 


Yudhisthira and others call on Bhisma and the latter drops 
his mortal coil, extolling Sri Krsna 
qd saa 
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Sita went on: Thus afraid of the wrongs perpetrated against humanity, king Yudhisthira 
thereafter proceeded to Vinasana (the battle-field of Kuruksetra)—where Devavrata (Bhisma) 
lay (on his bed of arrows), seeking enlightenment about all sacred duties. (1) Thereupon all 
his celebrated brothers (Bhima and others) followed him, O holy Brahmanas, in chariots 


* An Aksauhini consists of 21,870 chariots, an equal number of elephants, 1,09,350 foot and 65,610 horses. 


Dis. 9 ] BOOK ONE 33 


SHAHKKKELLCKA AHHH HHH HAHA HHS L AHA ALLEL ELAR HAKKAR RAR HY ONLY ARORA EHH 


decked with gold and driven by excellent horses, as also the sages Vyasa, Dhaumya (the 
family priest of Yudhisthira) and others. (2) Lord Sri Krsna Himself, O Saunaka, rode in a 
chariot along with Dhanafjaya (Arjuna, so-called because of his having fetched as a tribute 
from his enemies untold riches for Yudhisthira, thereby enabling him to perform his famous 
Rajasuya sacrifice, which earned him the title of Emperor). Accompanied by them, king 
Yudhisthira shone brightly like Kubera (the Chief of the Yaksas, a class of demigods) in the 
midst of Guhyakas (Yaksas). (3) Perceiving Bhisma lying on the ground like a god fallen from 
heaven, the Pandavas and their attendants as well as Sri Krsna made obeisance to him. (4) 
At that time, O Saunaka, Brahmana sages, celestial sages and royal sages, all had 
assembled there in order to see Bhisma (the foremost of the Bharatas). (5) Parvata, Narada, 
Dhaumya, the divine Badarayana (Vedavyasa), Brhadaswa, Bharadwaja, Paragurama (the 
son of Renuka) with his pupils, Vasistha, Indrapramada, Trita, Grtsamada, Asita, Kaksivan, 
Gautama and Atri, Viswamitra (a scion of Kusika), Sudargana and other holy sages like 
Brahmarata (Suka) and even so Kasyapa, Angirasa and others arrived with their pupils, O 
Saunaka. (6—8) Seeing those highly blessed souls assembled there, Bhisma* (the 
foremost of the Vasus, a class of gods) who was well-versed in the principles of right conduct 
paid his respect to them with due regard to the occasion and place. (9) Bhisma was also 
acquainted with the glory of Sri Krsna, the Lord of the universe, who had sat before him in 
@ personal form assumed through Maya, and was also enthroned in his heart, and he paid 
his homage to Him. (10) 
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Eyes blinded with tears of affection, Bhisma looked at the sons of Pandu, who sat beside 
him, full of modesty and love, and spoke to them as follows :—(11) "How painful and how 
unjust it has been that you, the progeny of righteousness, and votaries of the Brahmanas, 
Dharma (goodness) and Lord Acyuta (Sri Krsna) should have lived a life of suffering, which 
you surely did not deserve. (12) When the great warrior Pandu breathed his last, you were 
all tender of age, and my daughter-in-law, Prtha, along with you, her children, had to suffer 
many hardships on your account more than once. (13) | believe that all your unwelcome 
experiences were attributable to Time (Providence); for the whole world with its guardian 
deities is ruled over by Time even as the clouds are by the wind. (14) Where king Yudhisthira, 
the son of Dharma was the ruler, Bhima held the mace in his hand, Arjuna was the archer 
and Gandiva the bow, and where Sri Krsna was the friend and well-wisher,to think of 
adversity even there ! (15) Indeed no man, O king, can ever discover the intention of Sri 
Krsna; even seers get bewildered in their seeking to find it out. (16) Therefore, knowing it for 
certain that all these events depend on the will of Providence, O chief of the Bharatas, follow 
His will, O ruler of men, and protect the helpless people as you are their sole monarch. (17) 
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* The Mahabharata tells us that Bhisma was an incarnation of Dyauh, the formost of the eight Vasus. 
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"Sri Krsna is God Himself. He is no other than the Prime Person, Lord Narayana. 

Deluding the world by His Maya, He lives incognito among the Vrsnis (a branch of the 

Yadus). (18) No one else than Lord Siva, the celestial sage Narada and Lord Kapila Himself, 

O Yudhisthira, know the most hidden glory of Sri Krsna, whom you think to be your cousin 

(maternal uncle's son), beloved friend and greatest well-wisher and whom out of affection 

you made your counsellor, envoy and charioteer ! (19-20) In Him,who is the Soul of the 

universe, who looks upon all with the same eye, is one without a second and is free from 
egotism and blemishless, there can be no sense of diversity in regard to these divergent 
functions on any account. (21) Yét, O king, look at His compassion for those who are 
exclusively devoted to Him, in that Sri Krsna has appeared in person before me at this hour, 
when | am about to give up the ghost. (22) A Yogi (mystic) who casts off his body with his 
thought fixed on Him through devotion and chanting His Name with his tongue is rid of all 
hankerings and released from the bondage of actions. (23) May that Lord, who is adorable 
even for gods and possessed of four arms, whose lotus-like countenance beams with 
gracious smiles and reddish eyes and who appears to others only in their meditation stay 
on here till | shuffle off this body." (24) 
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qebeceartd = a TR ageigaeremigiio: «= arwaam 24! 
Teratataea  aaeact aes areriofesarraasasa |—1I 
qaenh, wae, sai, fase: | ate wage. waTeaara: 1291 
enidermtians Per a Wi aarendieay aviamna aafaizcl 
a vate W ae: seCfe: iat | atfigeaqeralieaeam: 12¢1 

wade Sf: «= eeifdges = safe 

eR  omedtace «= aa fReraseitferrereterca 1301 

faagar aurea BATRA ATT TATA: | 


Sita continued: Hearing this, Yudhisthira asked Bhisma even as he lay on his cage- 
like bed of arrows questions concerning a variety of Dharmas (sacred obligations or courses 
of conduct) in the presence of the Rsis. (25) Thereupon Bhisma, who had realized the Truth, 
discoursed upon, one by one, the various Dharmas (duties) determined by the innate 
disposition of men and apportioned with due regard to their Varna (social grade) and Agrama 
(stage in life) and the twofold Dharmas (the Dharmas involving worldly activity—Pravrtti, and 
those marked by withdrawal from such activity—Nivrtti) severally recommended for those 
endowed with dispassion and those who are full of worldly attachment, the Dharmas relating 
to charitable gifts, the duties obligatory on monarchs, the courses of conduct which are 
conducive to liberation, the duties of women and the courses of conduct that are intended 
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to propitiate the Lord, both briefly and in detail. He also explained, O Saunaka, the four ends 
of human pursuit, viz., Dharma (religious merit), Artha (worldly riches), Kama (Sensuous 
enjoyment) and Moksa (final beatitude or liberation) as well as the means to them in their 
true perspective with the help of many illustrative anecdotes and stories. (26—28) While he 
was thus discoursing on Dharma, there arrived the time when the sun changes its course 
towards the north—a time which is coveted by Yogis (mystics) who drop their body according 
to their pleasure. (29) Thereupon Bhisma (who had led on the battle-field thousands of 
warriors) wound up his speech and exclusively fixed his mind, which was absolutely free from 
worldly attachment, as well as his eyes, which knew no winking, on Sri Krsna, the Prime 
Person, who was present before him in His four-armed form, clad in shining yellow robes. 
(30) The last traces of sin (if any) left in him were obliterated by his concentrated thought on 
the Most Holy and the pain which he felt on account of the weapons (arrows piercing his 
body) quickly disappeared at a mere glance of the Lord. Now, while casting off his body, he 
Stopped all the activities and wanderings of his senses and extolled Lord Janardana (Sri 


Krsna). (31) 
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Bhisma said : Now on the eve of my departure (from this mortal world) | offer my mind, 
which is free from all thirst (for worldly enjoyment), to the supreme Lord, Sri Krsna (ne 
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foremost of the Yadus), who, while retaining His own blissful character all along, sometimes 
assumes His own Prakrti (Maya) in order to carry on His sport, from which flows the stream 
of creation. (32) May | cherish motiveless love for Sri Krsna, the friend of Vijaya (Arjuna), who 
has assumed a personality charming to the three worlds and dark as the Tamala tree, and 
is clad in excellent robes, brilliant as the rays of the sun, and whose lotus-like countenance 
has curly locks floating about it. (3) May my mind, body and soul rest in Sri Krsna, whose 
face is hemmed all round by flowing hair soiled with the dust raised by the horses' hoofs on 
the battle-field and is bedecked with drops of perspiration, ane whose skin is being pierced 
by my sharp arrows, though protected with a shining armour(34) May | develop love for the 
friend of Prtha's son (Arjuna), who at the request of His friend immediately drove and placed 
his chariot in the middle of the Pandava and the Kaurava hosts and, planting Himself there, 
cut short the life of the hostile warriors by His very looks. (35) May | be blessed with devotion 
to the feet of that Supreme Being who by imparting spiritual knowledge (in the form of the 
Gita) dispelled the (temporary) delusion of His friend, who on seeing us (generals of the 
Kaurava forces) at the van of the hostile army arrayed at a distance felt disinclined to kill his 
own kith and kin because he regardediita sin. (36) Breaking His own vow (not to take up arms 
during the Mahabharata war), to fulfil and exalt my vow (of compelling Him to take up arms), 

Sri Krsna jumped down from the car on which He had taken His seat and, like a lion that 
pounces upon an elephant to kill him, darted towards me with a wheel of His chariot in His 
hand, the earth trembling under His feet and His upper garment dropping behind Him. (37) 
Hit with the piercing arrows of a desperado like me and bathed in blood, and with His armour 
broken, He who rushed forth to kill me, disregarding the remonstrances of Arjuna—may that 
Lord Mukunda (the Bestower of blessedness) be my asylum. (38) May | in my last moments 
develop love for the Lord who, having taken upon Himself the responsibility to protect the 
chariot of Vijaya (Arjuna), took the charioteer's whip in one hand and held the horses' reins 
in another and looked most attractive in that charming role, witnessing which (at their last 
moment) they who fell on this battle-field attained a form similar to His (or SarGpya-Mukti as 
the scriptures call it). (39) Having had the signal honour of enjoying the sight of His charming 
gait, graceful movements, winsome smiles and amorous glances (during the famous Rasa 
dance at Vrndavana), the cowherdesses in their mad ecstasy imitated His plays (when the 
Lord suddenly disappeared from their midst—vide Discourses XXXII and XXxXIll of Book 
Ten) and attained identity with Him (for the time being). (40) In an assembly crowded with 
hosts of sages and foremost princes during the Rajasuya’* sacrifice performed by Yudhisthira 
Sri Krsna, who attracted the eyes of them all, had the honour of being worshipped first of 
all before my very eyes. It is He, the Soul of the Universe, who has appeared before me (at 
this moment). (41) Having shaken off the foolish idea of diversity, | have realized that unborn 
Lord, who though one, is severally enthroned in the heart of all embodied creatures brought 
forth by Himself, even as the sun, though one, appears as many to every eye. (42) 
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” A sacrifice performed by a universal monarch with co-operation and help of his tributary princes at the time of his 
coronation as a mark of his undisputed sovereignty. 
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Sita went on : Having thus merged his soul with all the activities of his mind, speech 
and the visual sense in Sri Krsna, the universal Soul, Bhisma expired, his breath being 
dissolved into the atmospheric air. (43) Perceiving that Bhisma had entered into the one 
indivisible Brahma, all those present there became silent even as birds do at the close of 
day. (44) Then sounded kettledrums beaten by the gods and human beings; the pious 
among the princes shouted applause and showers of flowers poured from heaven. (45) 
Having had the funeral and other rites performed in respect of the deceased, O Saunaka 
(descendant of Bhrgu), Yudhisthira was plunged in sorrow for some time. (46) The sages 
(who had assembled there) extolled Sri Krsna with great delight, uttering His secret names; 
and then, with Sri Krsna in their heart, they returned each to his own hermitage. (47) 
Thereafter Yudhisthira, accompanied by Sri Krsna, returned to Hastinapura and comforted 
his uncle (Dhrtarastra) as wellas his aunt (Gandhari), who was known for her austerity.*(48) 
Then, permitted by his uncle and with the approval of Sri Krsna (the son of Vasudeva), the 
king ruled over his ancestral kingdom with righteousness.(49) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse entitled “Recovery of the throne by Yudhisthira, " 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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Saunaka said : Having got rid of the ruffians who sought to rob him of his lawful heritage, 
how did Yudhisthira, the foremost of pious rulers, proceed (to rule his kingdom) with his 
younger brothers and what did he accomplish later, averse as he was to the gratification of 
his senses ? (1) 
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* Out of sympathy for her blind husband Gandhari kept her eyes blindfolded till her death ever since her marriage, an 
instance of wifely devotion which has no parallel in human history. 
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Sita continued: Having revived the race of Kuru, that had been consumed by the fire 
of internecine feud—even as the wild fire produced by the rubbing of bamboo stems against 
one another consumes a whole forest of bamboos—and established Yudhisthira on his 
throne, the almighty Sri Hari (Sri Krsna), the promoter of the world, rejoiced at heart. (2) 
Having shaken off his infatuation by force of the wisdom that had dawned on him as a result 
of his hearing the teachings of Bhisma and the exhortation of Lord Acyuta (Sri Krsna), 
Yudhisthira ruled over the whole earth, stretching as far as the ocean, like Indra (the lord of 
paradise), enjoying as he did the protection of Sri Krsna (the invincible Lord) and the loyal 
submission of his younger brothers. (8) The god of rain poured down copious showers; the 
earth yielded all that was desired; while cows that had large udders, gladly sprinkled the 
stalls with milk. (4) Rivers, seas, mountains, trees and creepers and other herbs and plants, 
all bore him abundant products in due season. (5) Living beings had no worries or physical 
ailment nor afflictions of any kind—whether brought about by a wrathful Providence, any 
fellow-being or by one's own self (in the form of bodily or mental suffering) at any time 
whatsoever so long as Yudhisthira (who regarded none as his enemy) reigned as king. (6) 
After spending some months at Hastinapura for the consolation of His friends and relatives 
as well as for the satisfaction of His sister (Subhadra, wife of Arjuna), Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) — 
asked leave of king Yudhisthira (to return home) and, permitted by him, He embraced him 
and bowed to him and, embraced or greeted in turn by others (those who were of the same 
age or younger) mounted His chariot. (7-8) Subhadra, Draupadi, Kunti and Uttara (the 
daughter of king Virata), and even so Gandhari, Dhrtarastra, Yuyutsu (the only surviving son 
of Dhrtarastra, born of a Vaisya wife), Krpacarya (born in the line of the sage Gotama), 
Nakula and Sahadeva (the twin-born half-brothers of Yudhisthira), Bhimasena and Dhaumya, 
and Satyavati (Bhisma's stepmother) and other ladies almost fainted (with sorrow), unable 
to bear separation from the Lord (who wielded the Sarnga bow). (9-10) A wise man, who has 
abjured evil company through the fellowship of saints cannot even afford to forgo the 
privilege of listening to His sweet praises being sung by others, having once had the 
opportunity to hear them. (11) How, then, could the Pandavas (the sons of Prtha) bear 
separation from the Lord, on whom they had bestowed their mind and heart, having had the 
privilege not only of seeing Him (at close quarters), touching His person and conversing with 
Him, but also of reposing, sitting and dining with Him ? (12) Regarding Him with unwinking 
eyes, boundas they were by ties of affection to Him, they all hurried to and fro (to fetch parting 
presents for Him), their heart running after Him. (13) As Sri Krsna (son of Devaki) was about 
to depart from the palace, the ladies who were bound to Him by ties of kinship restrained their 
tears of affection from trickling down, anxious as they were lest any harm might come to Him 
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(through such shedding of tears, which is regarded as unpropitious at the time of parting from 
a beloved friend or relation). (14) 
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Tabors, conchs, kettledrums, lutes, cymbals, trumpets, Dhundhuris, drums, gongs and 
other musical instruments sounded, as also Dundubhis (another type of big drums). (15) 
Going up to the top of their mansions in order to have a look at Sri Krsna, the ladies of the 
Kuru race rained flowers on Him, greeting Him with smiling looks through mingled feeling 
of affection and bashfulness. (16) The thick-haired Arjuna, the favourite of Sri Krsna, held 
over his most beloved friend His white umbrella which was bordered with strings of pearls 
and had a handle of precious stones; while Uddhava and Satyaki held a pair of most 
wonderful chowries. Greeted with showers of flowers on the way, Sri Krsna (the Lord of the 
Madhus) shone brilliantly. (17-18) Everywhere were heard true benedictions pronounced by 
the Brahmanas, which were unsuited to the Lordas viewed in His unqualified (absolute) aspect 
but were quite appropriate to Him in His qualified or personal form. (19) Then began a talk 
which ravished the ears and hearts of all, among the women of Hastinapura (the capital of the 
Lord of the Kurus), who had rivetted their heart on Sri Krsna of excellent renown :—(20) 
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+s “Verily He is the same eternal Person, who abides in His singular undifferentiated Self 
even during the night of universal dissolution prior to the manifestation of the three Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti), when the individual souls retire into God, the Universal Spirit, and when 
all the forces of creation (the Mahat and its evolutes) too lie dormant (in the Unmanifest).(21) 
Itwas He whowith the intention of endowing with a form and name the Spirit, who has neither, 
then inspired His Prakrti—which deludes the Jivas,who are identical in essence with Him and 
which, impelled by His own energy (the Time-Spirit), is disposed to create—and revealed the 
Vedas and other scriptures. (22) Indeed, He is the same Supreme Spirit whose reality in this 
world is perceived by seers who have subdued their senses and fully controlled their breath, 
with a mind yearning for His sight and cleansed of all impurities through Devotion; for it is 
He alone who can thoroughly cleanse our heart (which cannot be so purified by any other 
means, such as Yoga etc.). (23) Again, O friend, He is the same supreme Lord, whose 
sacred stories have been sung again and again in the Vedas and other esoteric scriptures 
by seers (like Maharsi Vyasa) that have expounded profound truths, and who in His own 
sportful ways creates, maintains and reabsorbs the universe all by Himself (without any 
material), and yet does not set attached to the same. (24) Whenever kings whose intellect 
is clouded by Tamas (ignorance) live by unrighteousness, verily it is He who by recourse 
to the quality of pure Sattva (goodness) reveals in Himself the divine attributes of 
omnipotence etc., as well as truthfulness, righteousness, compassion and superhuman 
activity, and assumes various forms from age to age for the good of the world. (25) Oh, how 
supremely praiseworthy is the race of Yadu, that has been honoured by this Supreme 
Person, the Lord of Sri (the goddess of prosperity), through His descent therein. And oh! how 
supremely sacred is the forest associated with the name of the demon Madhu (the area of 
Vraja near about the city of Mathura) that has been graced by Him through His ramblings. (26) 
Ah! the city of Kusasthali (Dwaraka) overshadows the fame of heaven and brings merit and 
renown to the earth (by its association); for the people of that city always behold their Lord 
(Sri Krsna) casting His smiling looks on them whenever He graciously moves out of His 
palace. (27) Surely God Almighty (who is no other than Sri Krsna) must have been 
thoroughly propitiated (in some previous birth) through fasts, ablutions (in sacred waters) 
oblations to the sacred fire etc., by the ladies whose hand has been espoused by Him, in that 
they constantly drink. O friend, the nectar from His lips, the very thought of which maddened 
the women of Vraja. (28) Oh ! how blessed are His eight principal consorts, Rukmini (who 
gave birth to Pradyumna), Jambavati (the mother of Samba) and Nagnajiti (who bore Amba) 
and so on—who were carried off as prizes of valour at an assembly of suitors after 
vanquishing powerful princes like Sigupala (the king of the Cedis), and those others who 
were brought in thousands after slaying the demon Naraka (the son of goddess Earth). (29) 
These women have brought sanctity to and exalted womanhood, which has not been 
allowed freedom and is wanting in purity, inasmuch as their lotus-eyed lord, who ever delight 
their heart by His charming behaviours and loving presents (like the celestial tree of Parijata 
etc.) and never moves out of their mansions even for a moment."(30) 
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While the womenfolk of Hastinapura were uttering such words, Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) went 
His way, greeting them by His smiling looks. (31) Apprehending danger from His foes, king 
Yudhisthira despatched out of sheer affection an army consisting of all the four limbs, (viz., 
elephants, horses, chariots and foot soldiers) to serve as an escort for Sri Krsna (the Slayer 
of the demon Madhu). (32) Sri Krsna (the grandson of SUrasena) now sent back the 
Pandavas (the descendants of Kuru), who being strongly attached to Him had come very far, 
distressed at the thought of separation from Him. He then departed for His own city 
(Dwaraka) with His favourite companions (Uddhava, Satyaki and others). (33) Passing 
through the territories of Kuru-Jangala, Paficala and Strasena (Mathura) and the tract 
stretching along the banks of the Yamuna, as well as Brahmavarta and Kuruksetra, the 
kingdoms of Matsya and Saraswata (the territory stretching along the banks of the 
Saraswati) and Marudhanwa, the Lord reached the kingdom of Anarta (Gujarat), lying 
beyond the principalities of Sauvira and Abhira, O Saunaka, His horses being a bit 
exhausted by that time. (34-35) In every part of the country He passed through, the people 
residing there honoured Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) with presents (of various kinds). At dusk He 
would alight from His car and, repairing to some lake, say His Sandhya prayers. (36) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse entitled "Sri Krsna's Return to Dwaraka", forming 
part of the story relating to the Naimisa forest, in Book One of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sita continued : Reaching His highly prosperous territory of Anarta, Sti Krsna blew His 
great conch (Paficajanya) to soothe as it were the grief of His people (caused by His long 
absence). (1) Being thus blown, the conch, with its white bulb turned red on account of its 
contact with the rosy lips of the almighty Lord, shone resplendent in His lotus palms like a 
loudly singing swan perched on a pair of red lotuses. (2) Hearing that (familiar) blast, which 
scared away the terror of the world, the entire population (of Dwaraka) sallied forth to meet 
[564] B. M. 4— 
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Him, longing to see their lord. (3) They respectfully brought their presents to the Lord—who 
rejoiced in His own Self and was ever perfect in His own inherent bliss—even as one would 
offer lights to the sun-god (the ultimate source of all light); and, their countenance beaming 
with joy, they addressed Him, the friend and protector of all, in a voice choked with delight, 
even as children would speak to their father :—(4-5) 
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"O Lord, we ever bow down before Your lotus-feet, adored even by Brahma (the 
Creator), Lord Siva (Brahma's son) and Indra (the ruler of the gods), the supreme resort of 
those aspiring for the highest bliss (final beatitude) and beyond the realm of Kala (the Time- 
Spirit), the supreme Ruler (of all created beings). (6) Be pleased to promote our happiness, 
O Creator of the universe; for You are our mother and disinterested friend, our lord and 
father; nay, You are our true preceptor and supreme Deity; we have become blessed by 
serving You. (7) Oh, how fortunate are we in having You as our lord, since we behold Your 
lovely form, the abode of all charms, and Your countenance with its loving smiles and 
affectionate looks, a rare sight even for the gods residing in heaven ! (8) Whenever, O Lord 
with lotus eyes, You depart for Hastinapura (the capital of the Kurus) or to Mathura (the 
capital of the Madhus) to see Your friends and relations, every moment that passes without 
You appears to us as long as a myriad years; and we feel as miserable as eyes without the 
sun, O Acyuta".(9) Hearing the words (of praise) uttered by the people (of Dwaraka), the 
Lord, who is so fond of His devotees, entered the city, extending His grace to all through His 
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Evenas the city of Bhogavati (the capital of the region of Patala) is guarded by the Nagas 
(a race of serpents, that are capable of assuming any shape they like), the city of Dwaraka 
was protected by the Madhus, the Bhojas, the Dasarhas, the Arhas, the Kukuras, the 
Andhakas and the Vrsnis—branches of the Yadava race, who were their own equals in 
strength (were equalled by none). (11) It was adorned with lotus-lakes that were surrounded 
by orchards, gardens and parks full of sacred trees and arbours rich in all the products of 
every season. (12) The gates of the city and the palaces as well as the thoroughfares were 
adorned with festoons as a mark of festivity. The city was further decorated with flags and 
banners of various shapes and designs, the fluttering ends of which intercepted the sun here 
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and there. (13) Its highways, streets, bazars and quadrangles had been thoroughly cleaned 
and sprinkled with scented water and were strewn with fruits, flowers, unbroken rice and 
sprouts (that had been rained on the Lord as something auspicious). (14) The entrance of 
every house in the city was adorned with curds, unbroken rice, fruits andsugar-cane, pitchers 
full of water, offering, incense and lights. (15) 
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Vothe noble-minded Vasudeva (Sri Krsna’'s father) and Akrura (Vasudeva's cousin) and 
king Ugrasena (Sri Krsna's maternal granduncle) and Sri Rama (Balarama, Sri Krsna's elder 
brother) of marvellous prowess, and Pradyumna and Carudesna (Rukmini's sons) and 
Samba, Jambavati's son, in transport of joy, quitted their beds and seats and even meals on 
hearing of the return of their most beloved Sri Krsna. (16-17) Excited with emotion and full 
of joy and esteem, they placed a lordly elephant at their head (to serve as a good omen); and 
accompanied with Brahmanas reciting benedictory hymns and equipped with articles of 
good omen, they mounted their chariots and sallied forth to meet the Lord, amidst the blast 
of conchs and trumpets and the chanting of Vedic hymns. (18) The chief among the 
courtezans, whose faces looked very charming with their cheeks irradiated by splendid ear- 
rings, proceeded in their hundreds in palanquins, eager to have a look at Him. (19) Evenso 
actors, dancers and songsters as well as panegyrists, bards and minstrels glorified the 
wondertul exploits of the Lord of excellent renown. (20) The Lord on that occasion met His 
kinsmen and attendants as well as the citizens in the appropriate manner and showed His 
consideration to all. (21) Gratifying them all down to the pariah by bowing down His head, 
greeting in respectful terms, clasping to the bosom, pressing the hand of and greeting with 
smiles and endearing looks, and granting them boons of their choice, and Himself blessed 
by His elders, the Brahmanas and their wives, the aged folk and others, including the 
panegyrists, the almighty Lord entered the city. (22-23) 
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As Sri Krsna was passing along the main road, the women of respectful families of 
Dwaraka went up to the top of their mansions, O Saunaka, to enjoy the grand feast of His 
sight. (24) The bosom of Lord Acyuta (Sri Krsna) is the abode of Sri (the goddess of 
prosperity); His countenance, a cup of nectar for all eyes to drink from; His arms, the habitat 
of the guardians of the different worlds (who ever reside in them); His lotus-like feet, the home 
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of the bee-like devotees; nay, each of His limbs is an embodiment of elegance. That is why 
the eyes of the residents of Dwaraka knew no satiety, even though they beheld Him 
everyday. (25-26) With the white umbrella spread over His head and a pair of chowries 
waving on both sides and flowers raining all round, the Lord, who was clad in yellow robes 
and adorned with His garland of sylvan flowers, shone on the road like a cloud with the sun 
shining overhead, a pair of moons moving in a circle about it, stars scattered all round and 
a rainbow and flashes of lightning illumining it. (27) 
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First of all He entered the palace of His parents (Devaki and Vasudeva) and gladly bowed 

His head to all His seven mothers, Devaki and others, who in their turn clasped Him to their 
bosom. (28) As they placed their son in their lap, milk flowed from their breasts (even in their 
old age) due to their affection for Him; and beside themselves with joy, they bathed Him in 
tears. (29) He next entered His own palace, unsurpassed by any other, which was equipped 
with all that could be desired and had a separate mansion for each of His consorts, sixteen 
thousands and odd in number. (30) The ladies felt overjoyed at heart to behold from a 
distance their lord, who had returned home after a long absence; and, with bashful eyes and 
faces, they quickly abandoned their seats as well as their thought of Him (not that He was 
present before them in person) as also the vows of austerity” (that they had taken during the 
absence of their lord). (31) Full of infinite love, they embraced their Lord, first mentally, then 

* The Yajfavalkya-Smrti says :— 
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by their sight and lastly by their body as well through their babes (under the pretext of offering 
the babes for His embrace or in the person of the babes themselves according to the maxim 
that it is the father himself who is born in the shape of his son—amen1a saa Fa: ). The tears which 
they had so far kept within the corners of their eyes out of their bashful nature now trickled 
down, in spite of themselves, O Saunaka (foremost of the Bhrgus), since they could no longer 
control their emotion. (32) Although He (ever) remained by their side and that too in their 
private chamber, His feet appeared to them as full of fresher charm every moment. What 
woman would cease to love those feet, which even Sri (the Goddess of Fortune) cannot 
abandon even for a moment, though noted for Her fickleness* ? (33) Even as the wind burns 
a whole thicket of bamboos by producing fire (through the abrasion of one bamboo against 
another), so did SriKrsna work the mutual destruction (inthe shape of the Mahabharata war) 
of princes who had proved a burden to the earth since their very birth and grown very 
powerful in the meantime, by pitting one against another, and ina like manner brought about 
the extermination of their hosts as well, Himself adhering to His vow of not taking up arms; 
and (having thus accomplished the object of His descent on earth) He became silent. (34) 
It was the same Lord who, having appeared in this mortal world in His own playful way, 
sported in the midst of thousands of most charming women like a worldly man. (35) Stung 
by their guileless and winsome smiles and bashful looks, that bespoke their profound love, 
even Cupid (the conqueror of the world) fainted and dropped his bow. These jewels among 
women, however, could not disturb the serenity of His mind by their amorous gestures. (36) 
Finding Him actively engaged like themselves, the people, ignorant as they are, look upon 
Him who is absolutely unattached as a human being full of attachment. (37) Herein lies the 
divinity of the almighty Lord that, even though abiding in Prakrti (Matter), He never gets 
tainted by the Gunas (modes) of Prakrti, just as a mind that has taken refuge in Him is never 
contaminated by the Gunas of Prakrti abiding in it. (38) Nay, those ignorant ladies (Sri 
Krsna's consorts) themselves, little knowing His greatness, looked upon Him as a hen- 
pecked husband, devoted to their service in the private chamber, even as the notions of 
Aham (l-ness) conceive of God as sharing their own characteristics. (39) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse entitled "The Entry of Sri Krsna into Dwaraka", forming 
part of the story relating to the Naimisa forest, in Book One of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Saunaka said : (You have already told us that) the infant in the womb of Uttara, though 
destroyed by the formidable Brahmastra discharged by Aswatthama (Drona's son), was 


* Fickleness is attributed to the Goddess of Fortune only in Her material form viz., riches. 
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brought back to life by the Lord Himself. (1) We now wish to hear about the birth and exploits 
of that noble soul of great wisdom, to whom Suka imparted (true) knowledge, how his death 
came about and what destiny he attained after death. Kindly narrate all this to us, who are 
so earnest about it, if you deem fit. (2-3) 
Yd Sara 
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Sita continued : Freed from thirst for all enjoyments through the service of Sri Krsna's 

lotus-feet, the righteous king Yudhisthira protected his subjects like a father, gratifying them 
in everyway. (4) 

awe: dal wel Afewt wet adi waginiioad a aaa fafea ma 4 | 


fe a arr: greet qaranaat fem: | afiergdg ua: afte saat 

He had (untold) riches and had performed many a sacrifice and earned thereby a place 
in the highest worlds. His consort (queen Draupadi) and brothers were all devoted to him. 
His suzerainty extended over the entire globe, while he enjoyed the sovereignty of 
Jambtdwipa. Nay, his fame had reached as far as heaven. (5) But could all these objects 
of enjoyment, coveted even by the gods, O Brahmanas, bring delight to the king, who had 
given his mind to Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), any more than things other 
than food gratify a hungry soul. (6) 
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While being scorched by the fire of the Brahmastra, that hero (Pariksit) in the womb of 
his mother (Uttara), O Saunaka (the delight of the Bhrgus), beheld some effulgent Being of 
the size of a thumb, most charming in appearance and swarthy of hue, clad in yellow robes 
that shone like lightning and wearing a brilliant diadem of gold. He was no other than Lord 
Acyuta (Sri Krsna). (7-8) He had four long and graceful arms, was adorned with pendants 
of refined gold, had bloodshot eyes and held in one of His hands a mace that shone like a 
firebrand even as He waved it in a circle again and again, Himself revolving round the child 
all the time. (9) He was quenching the fire of the Brahmastra with His mace, even as the sun 
disperses the fog. Perceiving Him by his side, the childin the womb wondered who it was.(10) 
Having quenched that fire, Lord Sri Hari (Sri Krsna), the Protector of virtue, who is infinite 
by nature and omnipresent too, disappeared | in the womb itself, that (unborn) child of ten 
months still looking on. (11) 
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Then, at an hour which was favourable for the development of all noble traits and when 
the stars in the ascendant were propitious, was born that child, who maintained the thread 
of Pandu's line and was another Pandu as it were in bodily strength. (12) Delighted at heart 
(at the news of his birth), the king had benedictory hymns recited and rites connected with 
the birth of a child performed by holy Brahmanas like Dnaumya, Krpa and others. (13) The 
king, who knew the right moment for making gifts, bestowed at the sacred hour of the birth* 
of Pariksit (before the navel-string is cut) gold, cows, lands, villages (as revenue-free grants), 
excellent elephants and horses and the best foodgrains on the Brahmanas. (14) Pleased 
with the gifts, the Brahmanas addressed the king, who was all humility, as follows:—"O jewel 
of the Pauravas (descendants of king Puru), by the will of Providence, which cannot be 
balked, this stainless race of the Purus had all but died out; yet the almighty Lord Visnu (Sri 
Krsna), in order to shower His grace on you, preserved it by saving this child. (15-16) Hence 
he will be Known in this world by the name of Visnurata (one who has been saved by Lord 
Visnu). His fame will extend far and wide and he will undoubtedly turn out to be a great 
devotee of God and an exalted soul. (17) 


FUER Sart 
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Yudhisthira asked : Will this child share the good reputation of the glorious and high- 
souled royal sages of his own line, O most worthy souls? (18) 
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The Brahmanas replied : O Yudhisthira (son of Prtha), this grandson of yours will 
protect his subjects just like Ikswaku, the eldest son of Vaivaswata Manu (who presides over 
the present Manwantara), and will be devoted to the Brahmanas and true to his word like Sri 
Rama, the celebrated son of Dasaratha. (19) He will be munificent and kind to those who 
seek his protection like Sibi, the king of the Usinaras; and, like Bharata (the son of Dusyanta), 
he will extend the fame of his own people as well as of those who perform sacrifices. (20) 


* The scripture says :— 

Maar aad Ae Maa Bay | fA] Ae a: Wa Beh fasta 

"A family does not contract Sttaka (impurity caused by childbirth) till the navel string is cut. It is only after the 
umbilical cord Is cut that the Sdtaka actually commences as a rule." 

A gift made before this operation brings an inexhaustible store of merit to the donor. The Smrti says :-— 


Ya wa Saad Sa Vata AaAA | 
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As a leader of bowmen, he will be a match for both the Arjunas (Sahasrabahu and his own 
grandfather); nay, he will be unassailable as fire and unconquerable as the ocean. (21) He 
will be heroic as a lion (the king of beasts), worth resorting to as the Himalayas, enduring 
as the earth and forbearing like parents. (22) In even-mindedness he will compare with 
Brahma (the Creator) himself; while in graciousness of disposition he will be equal to Lord 
Siva. And he will be the support of all living beings like God Visnu (the Abode of Rama, the 
Goddess of Prosperity). (23) In high-mindedness accompanied with excellent virtues, he will 
follow the example of Sri Krsna; he will be. generous as king Rantideva and pious like 
Yayati.(24) He will be equal to Bali in firmness, and unflinching in his devotion to Sri Krsna 
as Prahlada. He will perform a number of ASwamedha sacrifices and will wait upon the 
aged.(25) He will be the progenitor of a race of royal sages and chastiser of those who stray 
from the path of virtue. Nay, he will subdue Kali (the spirit presiding over the Kali age) in the 
interest of mother Earth as well as of righteousness. (26) Hearing of his impending death at 
the hands of Taksaka (a chief of the Nagas), impelled by the curse of a Brahmana's son, he 
will renounce all attachment and take refuge in the feet of Sri Hari. (27) Having ascertained 
the truth about the Spirit from the sage Sukadeva (the son of Vyasa), he will cast off his mortal 
coil, O king, on the bank of Ganga andattain the fearless state (the state of blessedness).(28) 
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Having thus told the king (about the future of the new-born babe), the Brahmanas, who 
were all well-versed in astrology, returned each to his own home after receiving their fee. (29) 
It was this very child who was known all over the world by the name of Pariksit, because this 
gifted boy used to look for, among those whom he saw, the Person whom he had perceived 
in his mother's womb and who always lingered in his thought. (30) Being fostered everyday 
by (the love of) his grandparents, the prince (Pariksit) grew up very soon, even as the orb 
of the moon, waxing by degrees in a bright fortnight everyday, becomes full very soon. (31) 
The king now made up his mind to propitiate the Lord through the performance of a horse- 
sacrifice in order to atone for his hostile conduct towards his own kith and kin; but since he had 
no money (to defray the expenses of the sacrifice) other than that collected as revenue orfines 
(which was evidently not much), he became thoughtful. (32) Perceiving what was in his mind, 


his younger brothers, at the instance of Acyuta (the immortal Lord SriKrsna) fetched abundant 
riches that had been left in the north (by king Marutta and his priests*). (33) Having thus 


* In the line of Dista (the fourth of the ten sons of Vaivaswata Manu, the Manu presiding over the present Manwantara) 
there flourished a universal monarch, Marutta by name, who performed a sacrifice which was unequalled by any other sacrifice. 
All the vessel used in that sacrifice were made of gold and most beautiful in shape (vide Srimad Bhagavata IX. ij. 27). At the 
conclusion of the sacrifice the king had all the vessels thrown in the north. Besides, he gave untold wealth to the priests by 
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equipped himself with all the requisites for the sacrifice, king Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma 
(the god of righteousness), who was afraid of sin, propitiated Sri Hari by performing three 
horse-sacrifices. (34) Having enabled the king to perform the sacrifices with the help of 
the twice-born (the Brahmanas), Lord Sri Krsna, who had been invited for the occasion, 
stayed with him for some months for the gratification of his friends and relations. (35) Then, 
with the leave of the king and his younger brothers, as well as of Krsna (queen Draupadi), 
O Saunaka, He proceeded to Dwaravati (Dwaraka) accompanied by Arjuna and surrounded 
by the Yadu chiefs (Uddhava, Satyaki and others). (36) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled " The Glory of birth etc., of Parikstit," forming part 
of the story relating to the Naimisa forest, in Book One of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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Discourse XIll 
Departure of Dhrtarastra and his wife Gandhari, 
for the forest at the instance of Vidura 
Yd Sart 
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Sita continued: Having ascertained the truth about the Spirit from the sage Maitreya 
in the course of his pilgrimage, Vidura returned to Hastinapura; for he had thereby come 
to know all that he wanted to know.(1) Exclusive devotion to Sri Govinda having welled up 
in his heart even before he could elicit replies to all the questions he had urged for solution 
by Maitreya (a descendant of the sage Kusaru), Vidura pressed no more for a reply to the 
remaining questions. (2) Seeing him, their kinsmen, come back, O sage, Yudhisthira (the 
son of Dharma, the god of righteousness) and his younger brothers (Bhima and others), 
Dhrtarastra (their eldest uncle and Vidura's eldest brother) and Yuyutsu (Dhrtarastra's only 
surviving son, born of a Vaigya wife), Sita (Safijaya), Krpa (son of Saradvan), Prtha (Kunti, 
the mother of the Pandavas), Gandhari (Dhrtarastra's devoted spouse and daughter of the 
king of Gandhara, the modern Afghanistan), Draupadi (daughter ofking Drupada), Subhadra 
(Arjuna's wife and Sri Krsna's younger sister, the grandmother of Pariksit) and Uttara 
(Abhimanyu's widow and Pariksit's mother), Krpi (Drona's widow and Krpa's younger sister, 
the mother of ASwatthama) and all the male and female relations of the late king Pandu (the 


way of their sacrificial fees. It was more than they could carry home; hence they came away leaving a major part of it on the 
sacrificial ground. Since all unclaimed property vests in the ruler as a matter of right, the Lord had all this wealth transferred 
to Yudhisthira and devoted it to a sacred cause. 
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father of Yudhisthira and his brothers) as well as all the other ladies and their sons went forth 
in great joy to meet him even as the organs would be roused into activity when life returned 
to a dead body. They all duly received him by embracing or greeting him and shed copious 
tears of love, overwhelmed as they were with anxiety caused by (long) separation. When he 
had taken his seat, the king (duly) paid his respects to him. (—6) When after finishing his 
meal and having reposed (for some time) he was comfortably seated, the king addressed him 
in the presence of all, his head bent low with humility.(7) 
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Yudhisthira said : Do you remember us, brought up under your fostering care (like 
young birds that flourish under the protective wings of their parents)—how with our mother 
we were delivered by you from a host of calamities like poisoning and fire ? (8) How did you 
manage to keep your body and soul together during your peregrinations on the terrestrial 
globe? And what places of pilgrimage and principal sacred spots did you visit on the face of 
the earth? (9) Devotees of God like you, my lord, are not only consecrated themselves; but 
itis they who revive the sanctity of sacred places (that get polluted by the contact of sinners) 
by the living presence of Lord Visnu (the Wielder of a mace), in their heart. (10) Dear uncle, 
are our friends and relations, the Yadavas, who look upon Sri Krsna as their deity, doing well 
in their own city (Dwaraka) ? Did you happen to see or even hear of them ?(11) 
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Thus interrogated by the pious king (Yudhisthira) he narrated in order all that he had 
known at first hand (from Uddhava) omitting, of course, the extermination of the Yadava 
race. (12) Compassionate by nature, he could not bear to see his kinsmen in distress; hence 
he did not break to them that unpleasant news, which was more than they could bear; for 
he knew that it would come to be known to the people of its own accord. (13) Adored (by his 
kinsfolk) as a veritable god, he lived comfortably (at Hastinapura) for some time, anxious to 
do good to his eldest brother (Dhrtarastra) and bringing delight to all. (14) Aryama (the 
second of the twelve sons of Aditi, who preside over the sun successively every month, 
vide Srimad Bhagavata XII. xi. 32—44) duly carried on the duties of punishing the evil- 
doers during the hundred years Yama (the god of justice) tenanted the body of a Sadra 
(as Vidura) under a curse (pronounced by the sage Mandavya.* (15) Having got back his 
kingdom and seen the face of a grandson capable of upholding the traditions of the family, 


* Once upon a time the members of a king's police force apprehended some thieves at the hermitage of a sage, 
Mandavya by name. They naturally suspected the sage of complicity in their nefarious activities and arrested him as well, who 
was transfixed on the stake along with the thieves under orders of the king. When, however, the king learnt that the suspected 
accomplice was a saint, he immediately ordered the latter to be released and obtained his forgiveness by falling at his feet. 
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Yudhisthira in his supreme splendour rejoiced with his younger brothers, who were as 
powerful as the guardians of the various worlds. (16) In this way time, whose movements 
are most difficult to control, passed unnoticed by them, attached as they were to their home 
and had lost sight of their goal (for the time being) on account of their remaining engrossed 
in worldly activities. (17) 
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Perceiving this, Vidura said to Dhrtarastra,"Look here: a terrible time has come. Let us, 
therefore, soon be away, my royal brother ! (18) That all-powerful time (the time of 
death) has come upon us all, which cannot be averted on any account and under any 
circumstance.(19) Overtaken by it, a man is immediately made to part with his life, which is 
most dear to him, to say nothing of other things such as wealth and so on. (20) Your uncles 
(Bhisma and Somadatta), your brother and cousin (Pandu and Bhurisrava), your relations 
(such as your brothers-in-law, Sakuni and Salya, your son-in-law, Jayadratha and so on), 
nay, your own sons (Duryodhana and others) have been killed; your days are almost ended 
and your body is overcome with old age, and (what is worst) you are living under the roof of 
another (king Yudhisthira, who was your mortal enemy till yesterday) ! (21) Oh, how strong 
isthe desire in a living being to survive, impelled by which you accept the morsels of food 
thrown to you by Bhima even like a dog ! (22) What do you expect to achieve through a life 
depending on the good-will of those whose dwelling was set on fire, to whom poison was 
administered, whose wedded wife was subjected to ignominy (in open court), nay, whose 
lands and other possessions were seized (all with your connivance) ? (23) How foolish of 
you that you still desire to live ! Like tattered clothes, your age-worn body will nonetheless 
leave you, however reluctant you may be to cast it off. (24) Therefore,free from worldly 
attachment and shaking off all bondage, he who drops this body, which is no longer of any 
use to him, away from and unknown to his kith and kin, he alone is spoken of as wise. (25) 
Fed up with this world either by himself or by another's precept and with a subdued mind, 
and holding Sri Hari in his heart, he who leaves his home (as a recluse) is foremost among 
men. (26) Therefore, unnoticed by your kinsmen, proceed to the north (the Himalayan 
region); for the time which will come hereafter will be mostly such as would take away the 


The sage now approached Yama and wanted to know for what sinful act of his he was made to suffer such terrible agony. Yama 
told him that he had in his childhood pierced a live locust with the point of a blade of KuSa grass, and that was responsible for 
the pangs of impalement suffered by him. The sage felt that the punishment meted out to him was out of all proportion with the 
crime, which must have been committed by him through ignorance. He, therefore, uttered an imprecation against the god, 
consigning him to earthly life as a Sidra for one hundred years. It was under his imprecation that Yama was reborn on this 
earth as Vidura. 
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virtues of men." (27) 
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Thus instructed by Vidura, his younger brother, the blind king Dhrtarastra (a descendant 
of Ajamidha) had his mind's eye opened. Cutting asunder the strong ties of affection that bound 
him to his kinsmen, he departed, his brother (Vidura) himself acting as his guide. (28) 
Perceiving that her husband was proceeding to the Himalayas—which afforded great delight 
to recluses (lit., those who have taken a vow of non-violence) even as a righteous combat (on 
ihe battle-field) delights a heroic warrior—the virtuous Gandhani (the daughter of king Subala) 
too, who had taken a vow of devoted service to her lord, followed him in his journey. (29) 
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Having said his Sandhya prayers and poured oblations into the sacred fire, and having 
bowed to the Brahmanas and bestowed on them gifts of sesamum seeds, cows, lands and 
gold, king Yudhisthira (who looked upon none as his enemy) entered the apartments of his 
elders for his daily salutations, but failed to perceive either of his uncles or even his aunt 
(Gandharni). (30) With an anxious heart he asked Safijaya (Dhrtarastra's counsellor and 
trusted servant), who was sitting there, "Safijaya (son of Gavalgana), where is our aged 
uncle, who is blind too? (31) Where is my aunt, grieved at the loss of her sons, and where 
is my younger uncle gone, who was so kindly disposed towards us ? Distressed at the loss 
of his near and dear ones and apprehending ill treatment from my foolish self, may it be that 
he has thrown himself into the Ganga, along with his wife? (32) After the death of our father, 
king Pandu, it was our uncles who protected us all, their children, against a series of 
calamities, tender of age as we were. Ah, where have they gone from here ?" (33) 
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” Sita continued: Sore afflicted with grief and overwhelmed with affection at the sudden 
disappearance of his master and feeling very sad on account of his separation from him, 
Safijaya (who too was a Swta by birth) could not utter a word in reply. (34) Then, wiping the 
tears with his hands and steadying his mind by recourse to reason, he replied to Yudhisthira 
(as follows) with his thought fixed on the feet of his lord (Dhrtarastra) : (35) 
WH sara 
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Safijaya said : "| know neither the resolve of your uncles nor of your aunt, O delight of 
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your race. | have been deceived by those noble souls ! O lord with mighty arms." (36) In the 
meantime came the divine sage Narada, accompanied by the sage Tumburu. Yudhisthira 
went forth with his younger brothers to receive them and, after greeting them, spoke with 


reat reverence: (37 
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Yudhisthira said : "| know not the movements of my uncles, O divine sage; | wonder 

where they have gone hence. Nor do | know where is gone my aunt, so well-known for her 
austere penance and distressed at the loss of her sons. (38) Your Holiness alone can guide 
us across this endless ocean (of grief) as a pilot in the deep." Thereupon the worshipful 
Narada, the foremost among sages, spoke (as follows) :—(39)"Grieve not for anybody, O 
king; for the world is under the control of God. It is to Him, the supreme Ruler of all, that all 
these worlds along with their rulers offer their homage. It is He who unites and He again who 
parts living beings from one another. (40) Even as oxen, controlled individually by small 
strings passed through their nostrils and held together by a strong rope, carry loads for their 
master, so these human beings, tied down to the rope of the divine word (the Veda) through 
the smaller strings of their different denominations (such as Brahmana, Brahmacari and so 
on), offer their worship to God (through their respective duties). (41) Even as playthings here 
(in this world) are brought together and separated by the will of the player, so do the coming 
together and parting of human beings depend on the will of God. (42) Whether you consider 
human beings to be eternal (as the soul or spirit) or ephemeral (as the corporeal body) or 
both eternal and transient (as embodied souls) or as neither eternal nor ephemeral (as the 
unspeakable Absolute, which is devoid of all attributes), they are not worth grieving for 
unless through affection born of infatuation. (43) Therefore, O dear Yudhisthira, shake off 
the uneasiness of mind, caused by ignorance, as to how those people (your uncles and 
aunt) may be faring without you, helpless and miserable as they are. (44) This body, 
constituted as it is of the five elements (viz., earth, water, fire, air and ether), is subject to 
the control of time, fate and the three modes of Prakrti (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas). How 
can it protect others any more than a man fallen in the jaws of a python can help 
another?(45) The handless (such as the quadruped) serve as the subsistence of those that 
have hands (such as human beings); those that have no feet (such as grass etc.) sustain 
the life of the four-footed animals; and(even among the handless) the smaller ones serve 


‘54 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 13 


ROROR CRORE RO ROBO ROR SEER REEOROR ORI CROIRO ROEDER iio Rei Ron Re Reta Rice ReketoRetetete 
———— ——————————————————————————— ————— eee ESS ee OT 


as the sustenance of the bigger ones. (In this way) life sustains life. (46) All this, O king, 
is the one self-effulgent Lord, the Self of all embodied souls. It is He who appears as the 
subject and the object. Perceive Him as manifested in multitudinous forms through Maya 
(illusion). (47) It is He, O mighty ruler—the same Lord who brings into being this living 
creation—who has now appeared on this earth as living Death (Kala) for the extermination 
of the enemies of gods. (48) The work of the gods has now been (well-nigh) accomplished 
and the Lord awaits the completion of that which yet remains to be done. You too should 
wait so long as the Lord is still here: (49) 
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"Dhrtarastra with his younger brother and his own wife, Gandhari, has gone to the 
hermitage of sages to the south of the Himalayas, where the Ganga (the celestial river) has 
for the pleasure of the seven celebrated sages (Saptarsis as they are called) split herself into 
seven streams to flow through seven different channels, which they call Saptasrota.(50-51) 
Bathing in the Saptasrota thrice a day (in the morning and evening as well as at midday), and 
pouring oblations into the sacred fire according to the scriptural ordinance, he is living on water 
alone, serene of mind and free from all cravings. (52) Having controlled his pose (sitting in 
one pose continually for hours together) and breath and withdrawn his six senses (the five 
external senses and the mind, which is known as the sixth or internal sense) from their 
objects, he has shaken off through contemplation on Sri Hari the impurities of his mind in the 
shape of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas. (53) Nay, merging his ego (sense of I-ness or 
individuality) in Buddhi (the principle of intelligence and the source of I-consciousness) and 
dissolving his Buddhi in the individual soul (the Ksetrajha as it is called), he has identified 
his individual soul with the Absolute (Brahma), the substratum of all, as the space within a 
jar is united with the unlimited space. (54) Again, having thoroughly controlled his senses 
and mind, he has given up all enjoyment and uprooted the effects (in the shape of latent 
desires) of the Gunas of Maya. Nay, having abandoned all his duties, he sits motionless like 
a post now. Therefore, do not stand in his way (by trying to contact him). (55) On the fifth day 
hence, O king, he will cast off his body, which will be reduced to ashes. (56) Finding the body 
of her lord being consumed along with the hut (he is occupying) by the sacrificial fires, his 
virtuous wife, standing outside, will enter the fire in order to follow her husband. (57) And, 
witnessing this wonder with a mixed feeling of joy and grief, O delight of the Kurus, Vidura 
will go out (again) on pilgrimage to sacred places." (58) Having told him all this, the sage 
Narada with Tumburu immediately ascended to heaven; and, treasuring up his words in his 
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heart, Yudhisthira ceased sorrowing. (59) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse, forming part of the story of the Naimisa 
forest, in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Sambhita. 
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Discourse XIV 
King Yudhisthira grows apprehensive at the sight of evil omens 
and Arjuna returns from Dwaraka 
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Sita continued: Arjuna had left for Dwaraka in order to see his relations (Sri Krsna and 
others) and to know the doings of Sri Krsna of sacred renown. (1) He, however, did not return 
from that place even though many months had elapsed. In the meantime Yudhisthira, the 
illustrious scion of Kuru, saw portents of a fearful nature. (2) Time had taken a dreadful turn, 
(as was clear from the fact that) the characteristics of the seasons had totally changed. 
People had taken to sinful ways of living, their heart possessed with anger, greed and 
falsehood. (3) Their dealings had become crooked; even friendship was marred by deceitful- 
ness; there were quarrels between parents and sons, relations and relations, brothers and 
brothers, and even between husbands and wives. (4) At the approach of the Kali age the 
nature of individuals was vitiated by evils like greed and so on, while omens boding the worst 
type of calamity appeared (in the cosmic nature). Witnessing all this, king Yudhisthira spoke 
to his younger brother (Bhima) as follows : (5) 
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Yudhisthira said : "Arjuna was sent to Dwaraka to see our relations (Sri Krsna and 
others) as well as to find out what Sri Krsna of sacred renown was doing. (6) Although seven 
months have since elapsed, O Bhimasena, | do not quite understand why your younger 
brother has not yet returned. (7) May it not be that the time predicted by the celestial sage 
has arrived, when the Lord intends to cast off the form assumed by Him for the sake of sport— 
the Lord to whose grace we owe our fortune, our kingdom, our spouses, our life, the 
continuance of our race, our progeny, our victory over the enemies and our title to the higher 
worlds. (8-9) Observe the fearful portents, O tiger among men, in the heavens as well as 
on the earth as also in our own person, boding some calamity near at hand, that will distract 
our mind. (10) My left thigh, left eye and left arm, dear brother, are throbbing again and again 
and my heart quakes every now and then: all these will surely bring some unhappy news.(11) 
Lo! the she-jackal, vomitting fire, howls at the rising sun and this dog, dear Bhima, fearlessly 
bays at me. (12) Good animals (such as the cow) pass by to my left, while other 
(inauspicious) animals (as the donkey etc.) turn to my right. Nay, | see my horses weeping, 
O tiger among men. (13) This dove, the harbinger of death, as well as the owl andits enemy, 
the crow, keeping awake all the night, make my heart shudder with their horrible cries and 
would have the world converted into a desert. (14) The quarters look smoky; the orbs of the 
sun and the moon appear with a misty halo encircling them; the earth with the mountains 
quakes (every now and then); and there are frequent thunder-claps accompanied by violent 
lightning-strokes, dear brother.(15) The wind blows very hard, spreading darkness with dust; 
the clouds rain blood, thus creating a ghastly scene everywhere. (16) Look at the sun, which 
has lost its brilliance, and the planets contending against one another in the heavens. The 
heaven and the earth seem to be set on fire due to multitudes of ghosts and other creatures 
congregating here and there. (17) Streams and big rivers no less than lakes and minds (of 
the people) are (all) agitated. The fire does not burn (even) with clarified butter. | wonder what 
surprise is this (fateful) time going to spring on us ? (18) Calves refuse to suck the udders 
and their mother do not allow themselves to be milked. Cows weep, tears trickling down their 
faces: while bulls too do not rejoice with the herd. (19) The images of gods appear to weep; 
nay, they perspire and move from their seats. These outlying districts and villages, cities and 
gardens, mines and hermitages look cheerless.and robbed of their splendour. (God knows) 
what evil they portend for us. (20) From these grave forebodings | am led to believe that the 
earth has undoubtedly lost its charm, having been deprived (of the touch) of the Lord's feet, 
that possess a grace (graceful marks of a thunderbolt etc.) unknown to the feet of any other 
person.” (21) 
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As the king was thus expressing his concern with a heart full of anxiety at the sight of 
these portentous phenomena, O Saunaka, Arjuna (whose banner was emblazoned with the 
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figure of a monkey) returned from Dwaraka (the capital of the Yadus). (22) Seeing his 
younger brother fallen at his feet with a strange look about him, lacklustre and ill at ease, his 
face cast down and tears trickling down from his lotus-like eyes, the king felt anxious at heart 
and questioned him in the midst of his other kinsmen, recalling the words of Narada. (23-24) 
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Yudhisthira said : "Are our relations, the Madhus, the Bhojas, the Dasarhas, the Arhas, 
the Satvatas, the Andhakas and the Vrsnis, happy in Dwaraka (the capital of the Anartas)?(25) 
Is my revered maternal grandfather, Sura (Surasena) doing well ? And are our maternal 
uncles, Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva) and his younger brother, enjoying good health ? (26) 
Again, are our maternal aunts, the seven wives of Vasudeva, Devaki and others, who are 
related to one another as sisters, quite hale themselves as also their sons and daughters- 
in-law ? (27) Does king Ahuka (Ugrasena, the father of Devaki), whose son (Kammsa) was 
notorious for his wickedness, and his younger brother (Devaka), still alive ? And are Hrdika 
and his son (Krtavarma), Akrura (a cousin of Vasudeva), Jayanta, Gada and Sarana (Sri 
Krsna's brothers) as well as Satrujit and others faring well ? And is the divine Sri Rama 
(Balarama), the Lord of the Satvatas (Yadavas), happy ? (28-29) Is Pradyumna (Sri Krsna's 
eldest son), the greatest warrior among all the Vrsnis, well ? And is the divine Aniruddha 
(Pradyumna's son) of marvellous dash ( on the field of battle) prospering ? (30) Susena and 
Carudesna (two of the ten sons of Rukmini, of whom Pradyumna was the eldest) and Samba 
born of Jambavati, and all the other great sons of Sri Krsna, including Rsabha, as also their 
sons, and even so Srutadeva, Uddhava and the other attendants of Sri Krsna and other 
principle Satvatas (Yadavas)—Sunanda and Nanda being the chief of them—are all these 
doing well, protected by the arms of Sri Rama and Sri Krsna ? Do they ever enquire after our 
welfare, bound as they are by ties of affection to us ? (31—33) 
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"And is Lord Govinda (Sri Krsna), a friend of the Brahmanas and full of affection for His 


devotees, happy in His famous council-chamber, Sudharma, at His own capital, in the midst 
of His kith and kin ? (34) It is for the protection and prosperity and well-being of all the worlds 
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that the Prime Person (Sri Krsna) is living in the milk ocean of the Yadava race with His 
constant companion, Lord Ananta (Sri Balarama). (85) Respected by all, the Yadus revel, 
like the attendants of Lord Visnu, in their own city (of Dwaraka), protected by His long 
arms.(36) By virtue of their service to His feet, which they regard as their foremost duty, 
Satyabhama and the other sixteen thousand and odd spouses of the Lord prevailed on the 
latter to conquer gods on the field of battle and carried by force the objects of sense- 
enjoyment (such as the celestial Parijata tree) sought by the gods themselves and fit to be 
enjoyed by goddess Saci (the spouse of Indra, the wielder of a thunderbolt). (37) Nay, the 
great Yadava warriors, who depend on the might of His stout arms, always fearlessly tread 
the council-chamber, known by the name of Sudharma, which was snatched by force (from 
Indra) and was worthy of the foremost gods." (38) 
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"Are you enjoying good health yourself, dear Arjuna? You seem to have lost the 
brightness of your countenance. Did you fail to receive proper attention or were you ever 
treated with disrespect during your prolonged stay (at Dwaraka), dear brother ? (39) | hope 
no one tormented you with words etc., devoid of love and full of inauspicious import. Did you 
ever fail to grant the prayer of suppliants who approached you with some hope or to give 
something which you might have promised of your own accord ? (40) | hope you never turned 
away any Brahmana, child, cow, aged or ailing man, any woman or any creature whatsoever 
that might have approached you for protection, noted as you are for affording shelter (to the 
needy). (41) | am sure you never shared the bed with a woman unworthy of you nor did you 
copulate flippantly with a woman worthy of you. | further hope that you were not vanquished, 
while on your way back, by your equals nor by your inferiors. (42) Did you ever take your 
meals ignoring the aged or children deserving to be fed ? Or did you perpetrate any 
loathsome act which was unbecoming of you ? (43) Oris it that you have been torn from your 
ever most beloved and intimate friend and relation (Sri Krsna) and thus consider yourself 
desolate; for there can be no other cause of your agony." (44) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse entitled "Yudhisthira's Doubt", 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Stricken with grief at their separation from Sri Krsna, the Pandavas 
instal Pariksit on the throne of Hastinapura and ascend to heaven 
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Sita continued : Sri Krsna's friend, Arjuna (also nicknamed as Krsna), who had 
grown lean and thin on account of his separation from Sri Krsna, was stormed with a 
number of questions by his (elder) brother, king Yudhisthira, since his (gloomy) 
appearance gave rise to many a doubt. (1) His lotus-like face and heart were withering 
with grief and his brightness gone; and wholly engrossed in the thought of that very Lord, 
he could not make any answer. (2) Overwhelmed with anxiety, caused by love, that had 
swelled due to the disappearance of the Lord, and recalling the friendliness, beneficence 
and good-will shown by Him while playing the role of a charioteer and so on, he managed 
with difficulty to restrain his tears within his eyes and wiped with his hands those that 
had trickled down his cheeks; and in a voice choked with tears he addressed his elder 
brother, king Yudhisthira, as follows: (3-4) 
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Arjuna said : "| have been deceived, O great king, by Sri Hari (Sri Krsna), who 
appeared in the form of a friend and relation to me, and who has now robbed me of my 
mighty valour, which was once the wonder even of gods. (5) At a moment's separation 
from Him the world presents a loathsome sight, even as this body is called dead when 
bereft of life. (6) Through His might | was able, on the occasion of the self-election of 
a husband by Draupadi, to outshine the princes that had assembled at the house of king 
Drupada, intoxicated with love, to hit the revolving fish (hanging from the roof as a target) 
after duly fitting the bow with an arrow, and in this way to win the hand of Krsna 
(Draupadi). (7) In His presence | speedily conquered Indra and his heavenly hosts, offered 
the Khandava forest to the god of fire and secured the council-chamber built by the demon 
Maya, which was of wonderful workmanship and full of conjuring devices; and tributary 
chiefs brought presents from every quarter during your Rajasiya sacrifice. (8) It was by 
His might that the revered Bhimasena (your younger brother),possessing as he does the 
strength and vigour of ten thousand elephants succeeded in slaying Jarasandha—who 
was haughty enough to set his foot on the heads of vanquished kings—in order to 
accomplish the Rajasiiya sacrifice.* Nay, it was He who set free a number of princes that 
had been (made captive and) brought by Jarasandha (to his capital) for being sacrificed 
to the god Mahabhairava (the chief of the Pramathas or attendants of Lord Siva) and 
who in return brought presents for your sacrifice. (9) When your wife (Draupadi) fell at 
His feet with tears rolling down her cheeks, and loosing her lovely braid—which, though 
rendered most sacred and praiseworthy by being sprinkled with holy water during the 
Rajasuya sacrifice, had been roughly handled by miscreants (like Duh$asana and others) 
in open court—He requited the wrong done to her by widowing their own wives and 
thereby compelling the latter to loose their hair.t(10) Nay, it was He who saved us from 
a terrible pitfall contrived by our enemy (Duryodhana)through the sage Durvasa—who 
took his meals ahead (in the company) of not less than ten thousand pupils (wherever 
he went)—by going to the forest and accepting a stray remnant of some vegetable stuff 


* He alone can perform a Rajasiya sacrifice, who has reduced to submission all the living monarchs of his time. 
+ Hindu widows keep their hair unbraided and unkempt and even shave them as a sign of lifelong mourning for their 
husband. 
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(left in Draupadi's kettle). By His doing so the whole host of students (that had 
accompanied Durvasa), while yet immersed in water (for ablutions and prayers), felt as 
if all the three worlds had been surteited.* (11) Again, it was by His might that | astonished 
(with my valour) in a single combat Lord Sankara (who holds a trident in His hand) no 
less than His Spouse, Goddess Girija (the daughter of Himalaya, the king of the 
mountains), the former of whom was pleased to impart to me (the secret of using) His 
own missile (called the PaSupatastra), as also did the guardian of every other quarter. 
Nay, (ascending to heaven) in this very body | shared with the mighty Indra the exalted 
throne in his court.(12) While | was enjoying a holiday in the same celestial abode, Indra 
and the other gods sought the help of my powerful arms, which bore the celebrated 
Gandiva bow and owed their strength to Him, for the destruction of their enemies (the 
Nivatakavacas and other demons, who often molested them), O Yudhisthira (a descend- 
ent of Ajamidha) ! Alas ! by that Supreme Person | stand cheated today. (13) Befriended 
by Him, | was able to cross on a chariot all alone the boundless and unfathomable ocean 
of the Kaurava host, which was rendered further impassable by formidable aquatic 
creatures (in the shape of Bhisma, Drona and others). Again, it was with His help that 
| not only recovered from the hands of our enemies (the Kauravas) the abundant wealth 
(in the shape of cattle of king Virata) but was also able to snatch from their heads their 
glorious turbans as well as the precious stones from their diadems. (14) Keeping in front 
of me (as a charioteer) as | stood face to face with the armies (successively) led by 
Bhisma, Drona (our preceptor), Karna and Salya and adorned with the chariots of a host 
of Ksatriya chiefs, my lord, He stole away by His very look the life-span, the heart as 
well as the strength and vigour of the great car-warriors who commanded the various 
troops. (15) Securely placed as | was in His arms, the missiles of unfailing power hurled 
at me by my preceptor (Drona), Bhisma, Karna, Bhurisrava (the grandson of Bahlika), 
Susarma (the king of the Trigartas), Salya, Jayadratha (the king of the Sindhus) and 
Bahlika (the younger brother of Santanu) and others did not even touch my person any 
more than the weapons of the demons (in this service of king Hiranyakasipu, Prahlada's 
father) did Prahlada (a devotee of Lord Visnu). (16) Stupid as | was, | chose for my 
charioteer the Lord whose lotus-feet are adored by noble souls for exemption from birth 
and death, and who surrenders to His devotees His very Self. Nay, dazzled by His glory, 
great car-warriors who were arrayed against me could not strike at me even though | 
Stood on the ground, my horses being exhausted. (17) The jokes of Lord Madhava (Sri 
Krsna), brightened with His hearty and charming smiles, and His captivating manner of 
BL ER A ae al gh a ae 

*On a certain occasion prince Duryodhana showed great hospitality to the sage Durvasa. Pleased with him, the sage 
desired him to ask a boon. Finding it a splendid opportunity to bring ruination on his cousins, the Pandavas, by inviting the sage's 
curse on them, he persuaded him to seek the hospitality of Yudhisthira, the principal member of his race with his ten thousand 
alumni. But he advised the sage to call onthe Pandavas, living in the forest, ata time when their consort, Draupadi, had finished 
her meal after feeding all the other people of their camp, so that the virtuous lady might not have to starve. Draupadi had in 
her possession a miraculous kettle, bestowed on her by the sun-god, the contents of which would not be exhausted till she 
had partaken of them. Durvasa, as advised by Duryodhana, called on the Pandavas with his ten thousand pupils in the 
afternoon after Draupadi had taken her meal and, after meeting Yudhisthira and asking him to get food ready for him and his 
pupils, he proceeded with them to the river bank for ablution and prayers. Much concerned over this, Draupadi in her deep 
agony invoked the succour of Sri Krsna, the friend of the distressed, who immediately responded to her prayer and called at 
her door. No sooner had He stepped into her cottage than He asked her to get Him something to eat, as He was feeling awfully 
hungry. Draupadi felt overwhelmed with gratitude at the Lord's unique grace in asking her for food, even though He sustained 
the whole universe, but pleaded helplessness, as there was nothing left in the kitchen to satisfy His hunger. The Lord would 
not however, be easily put off; He insisted on seeing the kettle Himself. Draupadi could no longer resist His importunity and 
brought the kettle before Him, when lo! He found a fragment of the vegetable food cooked in it sticking somewhere in the neck 
of the kettle. The Lord, who is the Soul of the universe, satisfied His hunger with that fragment, thereby satisfying the whole 
universe, and asked Bhimasena to call the sage and his host of pupils for dinner. The sage and his pupils, however, had already 


disappeared since they felt no appetite and feared lest they should incur the displeasure of the Pandavas, who like Ambarisa 
were great devotees of the Lord, for declining their hospitality. 
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addressing me as son of Prtha (Kunti), Arjuna, beloved companion and delight of the 
Kurus stir my heart to its very depth, O ruler of men, even as | call them to mind. (18) 
Since we treated each other on an equal footing while in bed or sitting together, while 
rambling or indulging in self-praise, or even at dinner and so on, | occasionally twitted 
him and said, "Friend, you are indeed a veracious man !" Yet, in His unlimited greatness, 
that exalted soul put up with all my faults, fool as | was, even as a friend would bear 
with his friend or a father with his own son. (19) Bereft of that Supreme Person, who 
was my beloved corhpanion and friend, O suzerain lord, | am left without a heart. That 
is why while escorting the Lord's spouses on the way, dear brother, | was vanquished 
like a woman by the wicked cowherds. (20) The same indeed is my Gandiva bow, and 
the same my shafts; the same my chariot and drawn by the same horses; nay, | am the 
same car-warrior before whom monarchs bowed their head. Bereft of the Lord, however, 
all these were reduced to nothingness in a moment, like an oblation poured into ashes, 
service done with some covert motive and the seed sown in a barren land. (21) 
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"O king, as regards our relations at Dwaraka (the city of the Yadavas) about whom 
you have made enquiries just now, they all lost their reason under the influence of a curse 
pronounced by the Brahmanas, and drank wine; and their mind having been thrown 
completely off the balance through revelry, they struck one another with their fists like 
strangers and perished with the exception of only four or five. (22-23) In fact, it is a 
diversion of the Almighty Lord that living beings now kill one another and now foster one 
another. (24) Even as in water (the deep), O king, the larger among the aquatic creatures 
devour the smaller ones, the stronger consume the weaker and the larger and the 
stronger ones eat up one another, even so the Lord caused the other powerful princes 
to be exterminated by the mighty and most powerful Yadus and had the Yadus killed by 
the Yadus themselves, since they had now grown to be a burden to the earth. (25-26) 
The words of Lord Govinda (Sri Krsna), appropriate as they were to the place and 
occasion of the talk and pertinent to the subject in hand and soothed the agony of the 
heart, ravish my soul even as | call them to mind." (27) 
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Sita said : As Jisnu (Arjuna) was thus contemplating on Sri Krsna's lotus-feet with 
most intense devotion, his mind became tranquil and free from passion. (28) All the 
impurities of his mind (in the shape of lust, anger and so on) having been wiped out by 
Devotion that had grown in intensity through contemplation on the feet of Lord Vasudeva, 
he now recollected the gospel which, though preached by the Lord in the battle front, 
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had been forgotten through mental obscurity occasioned by lapse of time and intense 
worldly activity. (29-30) The veil of Maya (Nescience) having been withdrawn from him 
through the realization of Brahma, Arjuna transcended the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti). His illusion in the shape of (the sense of) duality was fully resolved, his astral 
body was dissolved and he was finally rid of sorrow and secured immunity from 
transmigration. (31) 
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Hearing of the Lord's departure (for His divine Abode) and the extermination of the 
race of Yadu, Yudhisthira, whose mind was now completely set at rest, resolved to ascend 
to heaven. (82) When Prtha (the mother of the Pandavas) heard from Yudhisthira of the 
destruction of the Yadus and the Lord's mysterious departure, as told by Arjuna, she 
fixed her mind with exclusive devotion on Lord Adhoksaja (Sri Krsna) and turned her back 
on this world consisting of birth and death. (33) Lord Sri Krsna (who is ever free from 


birth and death) cast off (in the eyes of the world) the very body with which He had relieved 
the earth's burden, just as a man throws away the thorn with which he has extracted 
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another; for both were equal in the eye of the Lord. (34) Even as the Lord, like an actor, 
assumes and then drops the forms of a fish etc., so did He shuffle off the body with 
which He had removed the earth's burden. (35)* When Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of 
Liberation) bodily departed from this earth, leaving behind His stories which are charming 
to the ear, that very day entered the Kali age, which leads men of unawakened 
consciousness to unrighteousness. (36) The wise king Yudhisthira saw the growth of 
vices like greed, falsehood, deceit and violence etc., not only in the city (of Hastinapura) 
but in the whole of his state, nay, in every home as well as in the mind of the people, 
and, concluding therefrom the advance of the Kali age, prepared to depart from this 
world.(37) At Hastinapura the emperor installed his grandson (Pariksit)—who was not only 
well-disciplined but was his own compeer in virtues—as the sovereign of the ocean- 
girdled earth; while at Mathura he enthroned Vajra (the son of Aniruddha and the only 
surviving member of Sri Krsna's family) as the lord of the Surasenas. Then, having offered 
a sacrifice to Prajapati (the divinity presiding over procreation), Yudhisthira, who had 
mastered his self, received the sacred fires into himself (renounced his home and became 
a recluse). (38-39) Leaving at the palace his fine clothes, bangles and all he renounced 
the feelings of "I" and "mine" and completely severed all his worldly ties. (40) He mentally 
merged his speech into mind, the mind into Prana (the vital air, which has its seat in the 
lungs), the Prana into the Apana (the life-wind which goes downwards and out at the 
anus), the Apana with its function (of excretion) into Mrtyu (the god of death) and merged 
Mrtyu into his body made up of the five elements. (41) Thus realizing his body as nothing 
but death, the royal sage (Yudhisthira) merged the same into the three Gunas (modes 
of Prakrti); these three Gunas, again, he merged into the one fundamental Prakrti 
(Nature). This Prakrti, which is the universal Cause, he merged into the Jiva (individual 
soul) and the Jiva into the imperishable Brahma (the Absolute). (In other words, he began 
to feel that the whole of this phenomenal universe is the same as Brahma). (42) Clad 
in rags, and abstaining from food and drink, he took a vow of complete silence, flung 
about his hair in a disorderly way and exhibited himself like a dullard or a madman or 
a fiend. (43) Waiting for none and hearing nothing like a deaf man, he came out of the 
palace; and contemplating in his heart on the supreme Brahma, he took the path towards 
the north, a path trodden by exalted souls even in the past, and treading which one does 
not return. (44) Finding the people on earth in the grip of the Kali age, the promoter of 
unrighteousness, all his brothers too followed him with a similar resolve (to attain the 
divine Abode). (45) Having fully achieved all the ends of life and knowing the lotus-feet 
of Lord Vaikuntha (Sri Krsna) as their eternal abode, they clung to them with their 
mind.(46) Their intellect being purified by Devotion that had grown in intensity through 
meditation on those feet, their mind was exclusively fixed on the supreme Reality of 
Bhagavan Narayana (Sri Krsna), which is the abode of only those who are purged of all 
sin. With that pure mind they attained that goal which is difficult of attainment for the 
wicked and sensually-minded. (47-48) Vidura too, whose mind was fully controlled and 
possessed by Sri Krsna, cast off his body at Prabhasa (near Dwaraka); and with his 
thought fixed on Sri Krsna, he returned to his abode (the realm of Yama) accompanied 
SESE pA Let SAE a fea en ee eS ee ee 


* Verses 34 and 35 are missing in the oldest manuscript yet found of Srimad Bhagavata, existing in the Saraswati 
Bhavana Library attached to the Queen's College ai Varanasi. The well-known commentator Vijayadhwaja (who represents 
the Madhva school) has rejected these two verses as well as the one immediately preceding them as interpolated. The divine 
form of Lord Sri Krsna, which is spiritual and of the same essence as the Lord Himself, is eternal: and to say that the Lord cast 
4 off as something adventitious or superfluous would be a contradiction in terms. Hence the votaries of the Lord have rejected 
these two verses as Spurious, Theiromission from the manuscript existing in the Saraswati Bhavana Library also confirms their 
questionable authenticity. 
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by the manes (who had called there to take him back). (49) Draupadi also, when she 
came to know of her lord's indifference (to the world), concentrated her mind on the divine 
Sri Krsna (the son of Vasudeva) and attained to Him. (50) He who listens with reverence 
to this most sacred and blessed story of the departure in this manner of Pandu's sons, 
the beloved of the Lord, develops devotion to Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) and attains perfection 
(final beatitude). (51) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse entitled the "Ascent of the Pandavas to Heaven", 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVI 
Conquest of the world by king Pariksit and the dialogue between 
Dharma (the god of piety) and Mother Earth 
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Sita continued : After the ascent of the Pandavas to heaven king Pariksit who was 
a great devotee of the Lord, ruled over the earth according to the instructions of the 
foremost Brahmanas. He possessed, O Saunaka, the same noble virtues as had been 
predicted by expert astrologers at the time of his birth.(1) He married Iravati, the daughter 
of Uttara (his own maternal uncle*) and begot through her four sons, Janamejaya and 
others. (2) Taking Krpa (the son of Saradvan) for his Guru (guide), he performed on the 
bank of the Ganga three ASwamedhas (horse-sacrifices), offering liberal sacrificial fees 
(to the officiating priests). In these sacrifices the gods accepted the offerings before the 
eyes of all. (3) Somewhere in the course of his conquest of the world the hero caught 


and subdued by his superior might the spirit of the Kali age, who in the form of a Sudra 
was disguised as a prince, striking with his foot a cow and a bull. (4) 
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*Itseems it was customary among the princes in those days to marry the daughter of their own maternal uncle (mother's 
brother), which is otherwise regarded as incestuous and prohibited by the scriptures. 
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Saunaka said : Why did the king (merely) subdue the spirit of the Kali age in the 
course of his conquest (instead of killing him outright and thus ridding humanity of his 
evil influence once for all) ? For, though disguised as a prince, he was after all a vile 
Sudra, who took it into his head to strike a cow and a bull with his foot. Therefore, O 
blessed one, tell me all that, if it is connected with the story of Sri Krsna or with that of 
saints who taste the honey flowing from His lotus-feet (are devoted to Him). Of what avail 
are other idle discourses, in which life is wantonly spent ? (5-6) For the good of mortal 
men who, though shortlived, are yet eager to realize the Truth, the all-powerful god of 
death has been invited here to perform propitiatory rites. (7) Nobody will die so long as 
the god of death is here. That all-powerful god has been invited by the great sages so 
that even in this mortal world people may get to hear and enjoy the ambrosial discourses 
depicting the sports of Sri Hari. (8) The life-span of the unfortunate men of this world, 
who are dull of understanding and shortlived too, is frittered away in sleep by night and 
in frivolous pursuits by day. (9) 
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Sita said : While Pariksit was living in the Kuru-Jangala country, he heard the 
unpalatable news that Kali had entered the territories protected by his army, and 
accordingly took his bow, fond of war as he was. (10) Mounting his well-decorated car, 
driven by dark horses and bearing an ensign with the device of a lion, he sallied forth 
from his capital for the conquest of the world, surrounded by his own army consisting 
of chariots and elephants, horse and foot. (11) Having conquered Bhadraswa, Ketumala, 
Bharata, the northern Kurus, Kimpurusa and other countries, he levied tribute from 
them.(12) Everywhere he heard the people sing the praises of his high-souled forbears 
(the Pandavas), revealing at the same time the glory of Sri Krsna. (13) He also heard 
the story of his own deliverance (at the hands of Sri Krsna) from the fire of the missile 


discharged by Aswatthama (the son of Drona), as well as of the cordial relations existing 
between the Vrsnis (the Yadavas) and the sons of Prtha (Kunti) and of the latters' devotion 
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to Lord Kegava (Sri Krsna). (14) Highly pleased with them (those who sang these stories) 
the noble-minded emperor bestowed on them costly garments and necklaces, his eyes 
wide open with joy. (15) Hearing how Lord Visnu (Sri Krsna) had played the role of a 
charioteer (to Arjuna), attended the councils of the Pandavas, waited upon them, played 
the friend and ambassador, kept watch outside their camp at night in the pose of a warrior, 
followed them as a waiter, eulogized Yudhisthira and bowed to him not only Himself but 
caused the whole world to bow at the feet of His beloved Pandavas (made them worthy 
of adoration for the whole world), the emperor (Pariksit) developed devotion to His lotus- 
feet.(16) As he was thus following in the footsteps of his forefathers from day to day (in 
the course of his conquest of the world) a strange incident occurred not very far from 
his territorial limits. Hear of it from me. (17) Hoofing about on one foot in the form of a 
bull, Dharma (the god of virtue) saw mother Earth in the form of a cow, shorn of her lustre 
and bathing her cheeks in tears like a mother that has lost her child, and enquired of 


her as follows: (18) wi sara 
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Dharma said : Are you keeping well, good lady ? With your somewhat withering 
face you look quite pale. | perceive there is agony in your heart. Do you grieve for some 
relation living at a distance from you, madam ? (19) It may be you are sorrowing for me, 
deprived as | am of three of my feet and left with but one. Or you may be feeling sorry 
for yourself, knowing that Stdras are going to rule over you hereafter ? Or you are grieving 
for the gods and other heavenly beings that have been robbed of their share (offerings) 
in sacrifices ? Or do you sorrow for the people who are suffering due to Indra (the god 
of rain) withholding rain ? (20) Do you feel concerned for women who are unprotected 
by their husbands, or for children who are being persecuted by their own parents as if 
by man-eating demons ? Or are you sorry for the goddess of speech (the Vedic lore), 
that has fallen in the hands of Brahmanas of reproachful conduct or for the foremost 
Brahmanas who are in the service of royal houses that have no respect for the Brahmana 
race? (21) Again, do you grieve for the fallen Ksatriyas dominated by Kali, or for the 
kingdoms that have been devastated by them? Or do you sorrow for the world of living 
beings, who are intent upon eating and drinking, clothing and washing themselves or on 
sexual intercourse, disregarding all barriers? (22) Or deserted by Sri Hari (Sri Krsna)— 
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who had come down to the mortal plane only in order to relieve your onerous burden 
and has now vanished out of sight, mother Earth—are you reminded of His exploits, the 
very thought of which is conducive to final beatitude ? (23) Tell me, Earth (storehouse 
of all riches) ! the cause of your mental agony, on account of which you look so emaciated. 
Or is it that Time, who is more powerful than all powerful beings, has robbed you, mother, 
of your good fortune, which was once extolled even by the gods ? (24) 
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Earth replied :—'"Dharma, you surely know all that you ask me. It was due to Him 
(Sri Krsna) that you were endowed (till the other day) with all your four feet, that were 
conducive to the happiness of the world. (25) Nay, truthfulness, purity, compassion, 
forbearance, liberality, contentment, guilelessness, composure of mind, subjugation of the 
senses, austerity, evenness of temper, endurance, quietism, sacred knowledge, self- 
realization, dispassion (absence of thirst for sensuous enjoyment), lordship (power to 
rule), heroism, majesty, strength, right judgment, independence (absolute freedom), 
dexterity, loveliness of form, fortitude, gentleness of disposition, exceptional intelligence, 
modesty, amiability, quickness of mind, acuteness of the senses and bodily vigour, good 
fortune, sobriety, steadiness, reverence, good reputation, respectability and absence of 
egotism—these and many other excellent virtues, which are sought by men aspiring for 
greatness, are ever present in Him and never decline, O blessed one. (26—29) By Him, 
who is the receptacle of all noble qualities and the abode of Sri (the goddess of prosperity) 
has the world been deserted today and has thus fallen under the eye of the wicked Kali. 
It is such a world that | am grieving for. (30) | am equally concerned for myself, for you, 


the chief of divinities, and the other gods, manes sages and holy men as _ well as for 
the generality of men belonging to all grades of society and stages of life. (81) Though 
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exclusively devoted to the Lord, Brahma and the other gods practised austere penance 
for a long time in order to secure a kind look from Sri (the goddess of prosperity). Even 
that Sri seeks with excessive fondness the lovely shade of His feet, leaving Her home 
in the bed of lotuses. (32) Exquisitely adorned by the glorious feet of the same divine 
Lord, that bore the marks of a lotus, thunderbolt, goad and flag, and deriving great 
splendour through them, | once outshone all the three worlds; and when that good luck 
ceased, He forsook me, proud as | was (of my great good fortune). (33) Absolutely 
independent as He is, He assumed a charming personality in the race of Yadu in order 
to make you whole (with all your feet restored) as a part of His own Being* by His own 
might, finding you grieved at the loss of your two feet. Nay, He removed my oppressive 
burden in the shape of a hundred Aksauhinis of kings who belonged to the demon race 
in their previous incarnation. (84) What woman could bear separation from that Supreme ~ 
Person, who stole away by His endearing looks, bright smiles and sweet words the 
patience as well as the pride of loving and proud ladies (like Satyabhama and others), 
and adorned by whose footprints | felt a thrill of joy?" (35) As mother Earth and Dharma 
(the god of virtue) were thus talking, the royal sage Pariksit arrived at the bank of the 
Saraswati where it flows towards the east. (36) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse entitled "The Dialogue between goddess Earth and 
Dharma", in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PIII, 


BM ASM SATA: 


Discourse XVII 
King Pariksit subdues Kali 
Ud sarq 
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* The term 'Bhaga’ has been defined in our scriptures as below :— 


tae wae oieg aera: faa: | aaa eae FOOT AT SaTCoT II 
“The word 'Bhaga’ denotes power, virtue, fame, affluence, wisdom and dispassion, each in its fullest measure." 
Sri Krsna, who has been referred to earlier as Bhagavan Himself (#@1&q Tari =H) naturally possessed all these six 
attributes in their entirety, Dharma (virtue) as part of these six attributes thus existed in Him complete in all its limbs, although 


in the Dwapara age, when the Lord appeared on earth, it had lost two of its limbs. This is what mother Earth seeks to convey 
in the above lines. 
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Sita said There (on the bank of the Saraswati) the king (Pariksit) saw a Sidra, 
bearing the insignia of royalty, and with a club in his hand belabouring a cow and a bull 
as though they had no protector. (1) The bull, who was white as a lotus stalk and stood 
with difficulty on one leg alone, was seen trembling and urinating as it were with fear while 
being beaten by the Sidra. (2) As for the cow, who yields materials (in the shape of milk, 
ghee etc.) useful for religious acts (such as the performance of sacrifices etc.), the king 
found her most miserable, being kicked by the Sidra and bereft of her calf. Her cheeks 
were bathed in tears, and she had grown very lean and thin and was hungry. (3) Mounted 
on his gold-plated car and stringing his bow, he challenged the tyrant in accents deep 
as the rumbling of a cloud:— (4) "Who are you that are powerful enough to strike the 
weak so violently in this land protected by me ?" Like an actor on the stage you have 
put on the garb of a king; but by your action you are a Sidra. (5) By striking harmless 
creatures in a lonely place and at a time when Sri Krsna has gone far away (ascended 
to His divine Abode) along with Arjuna (the wielder of the Gandiva bow), you have proved 
yourself to be an offender and therefore, deserve to be slain. (6) 
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(Turning to the bull, he went on:) "As for yourself, are you some divinity in the guise 
of a bull, white as a lotus stalk and moving on one foot only, having lost your other three 
feet, and thus causing us great sorrow? (7) On this earth, securely guarded by the stout 
arms of the Paurava kings, tears were never seen to drop from the eyes of creatures 
other than you. (8) Grieve no more, O bull; let your fear of the Sudra be gone. Weep 
not, mother; may all be well with you so long as | am here to punish the evil-doer. (9) 
The good reputation, longevity, fortune and prospects in the other world of that wild king 
go to the dogs, in whose dominion, O virtuous one, the people are indiscriminately 
oppressed by the impious. (10) To put an end to the suffering of the distressed, this indeed 
is the foremost duty of kings.Therefore, | shall slay this most wicked fellow, and enemy 
of living beings that he is. (11) Who is it that amputated your three feet, O bull, a 
quadruped as you are ? Let there be no afflicted souls like you in the realm of kings who 
are votaries of Sri Krsna. (12) Tell me, O bull, who it was that mutilated innocent and 
good souls like you, and thus sullied the fair name of the Pandavas (the sons of Prtha). 
May good come to you. (13) He who does evil to an innocent creature must have fear 
from me on all sides. Pious souls are surely benefited when vile creatures are subdued.(14) 
| shall certainly cut off the arm, along with the armlet adorning it, of the individual, be he 
a veritable god, who in his unbridled madness inflicts injury on harmless creatures. (15) 
It is, indeed, the paramount duty of a monarch to protect those who stick to their own 
Dharma. Punishing according to the injunctions of the scriptures those other people who 


Dis. #7] - T/‘BOOK ONE") 71 

Be RR Heke Re he Ke He Be Pe Re He He he Be Re Re ate ar Br Be Re Rr Re wee ear Be Be Ree ar ah Hr Re ROR RT He eR Re Re RR ee ae Be Re ROR RR HY Be Be Be RRR Re ae Re Re RR Re He He Re RRO RE 

in this world have strayed from the path of virtue otherwise than in adversity." (16) 
of Sara 
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Dharma replied : "Such an assurance of protection to the distressed is quite 
becoming of you, the scions of Pandu, whose hosts of virtues compelled the divine Sri 
Krsna to accept the (humble) role of an envoy etc., to you (your forbears). (17) Bewildered 
as we afe by the conflicting statements of various thinkers, we know not the person who 
is responsible for the causes of suffering, O jewel among men ! (18) Some, who deny 
all difference, declare their own self as responsible for their suffering; others attribute it 
to Providence; yet others ascribe it to their own doings; a fourth school avers nature to 
be the cause of suffering; while still others declare God as the bestower of suffering. (19) 
Some, again, hold that the cause of suffering is something beyond the reach of speech 
or mind. Now investigate, O royal sage, by your own judgement, which of these views 
is sound."(20) 

Yd sag 
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Sita continued : When Dharma spoke in this strain, Emperor Pariksit, O Saunaka, 
was disillusioned and with a calm mind, replied to him as follows: (21) 
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The king said: You speak what is right, O knower of Dharma (righteousness). 
Evidently you are Dharma (the god of virtue) in the guise of a bull. (You refuse to tell 
the name of your persecutor) only because (you know that) the lot which falls to a wrong- 
doer is also shared by the denouncer. (22) Or the (right) conclusion is that the ways of 
the divine Maya (deluding potency) are surely beyond the scope of the mind and speech 
of living beings. (23) In the Krta age (Satyayuga) you had four whole feet in the form 
of austerity, purity, compassion and truthfulness. Three of them have since been 
destroyed by the progeny of unrighteousness, viz., pride, attachment and hauteur. (24) 
Now, O Dharma, you have only one foot left in the shape of truthfulness, on which you 
are somehow supporting yourself. Yonder unrighteousness in the shape of Kali, however, 
seeks to rob you of the same, strengthened as it is by falsehood. (25) And this cow is 
no other than the good mother Earth, whose heavy burden was relieved by the Lord and 
who was adorned all round by His charming footprints. (26) Forsaken by Him, the holy 
mother now grieves like an unlucky woman, with tears in her eyes, to think that Sudras 
who hate the Brahmanas and pretend to be kings will rule over her. (27) 
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Having thus comforted Dharma as well as mother Earth, Pariksit (who was a great 
car-warrior) drew his sharp-edged sword in order to dispose of Kali, the spring of 
unrighteousness. (28) Perceiving that the king was bent upon killing him, he threw off 
his insignia of royalty and placed his head at the king's feet, overwhelmed with fear. (29) 
The praiseworthy hero (Pariksit), who was kind to the meek and hospitable to those who 
sought his protection, took compassion on Kali, who had fallen at his feet, and did not 
slay him, but smilingly spoke thus: (30) 
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The king said : You have no cause for fear when you have joined your palms before 
us, that have inherited the glorious traditions of Arjuna (who had overcome sloth). But 
on no account should you stay in my realm, a friend as you are of unrighteousness. (31) 
Ever since you took up your abode in the body of kings (gods among men), these 
numerous vices—greed, falsehood, thieving, wickedness, proneness to sin, poverty, wile, 
cantankerousness and hypocrisy—have followed you. (32) Therefore, O ally of 
unrighteousness, you should not remain in Brahmavarta, which is a fit abode for piety 
~ and truth, and where Brahmanas well-versed in the elaborate ritual propitiate the Lord 
of sacrifices through sacrificial performances. (33) In this land ( of Brahmavarta) Lord Sri 
Hari abides in the form of sacrifices and blesses His votaries. Nay, moving inside as well 
as outside all animate and inanimate beings like the air, that Universal Soul grants all 
their desires. (34) 

Yd saa 
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Suta continued : Kali trembled to hear this command of king Pariksit. He made the 
following request to the king, who stood ready to strike with his uplifted sword, as Yama 
with his rod of punishment. (35) 

weary 
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Kali said : Wherever | think of taking up my abode in obedience to your command, 


O emperor, | find you bow and arrow in hand. (36) Therefore, O jewel among champions 
of righteousness, it behoves you to tell me the place where | may settle down permanently 
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in compliance with your orders. (37) 
a sara 
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Sita continued :Thus entreated by Kali, the king then allocated to him the following 

(four) places—dice, wine, woman and shambles, the hotbeds of the four vices (falsehood, 
intoxication, passion and cruelty). (38) On Kali asking for more abodes, the mighty king 
assigned him gold (as the fifth abode). Thus he allotted to him falsehood, intoxication, 
passion and slaughter with animosity as the fifth. (39) In obedience to the king's command 
Kali, the progenitor of unrighteousness, occupied these five abodes assigned by Pariksit 
(the son of Uttara). (40) Hence a man seeking blessedness, especially a pious monarch, 
a leader of the people and a religious preceptor should never resort to these. (41) The 
king then restored the three lost legs of the bull, viZ., penance, purity and compassion, 
and comforted and cherished mother Earth. (42) The selfsame monarch still occupies the 
royal throne which was bequeathed to him by his granduncle, king Yudhisthira, while 
retiring to the forest. (43) Shining with the glory of the Kaurava kings, that most blessed 
emperor of extensive renown,the royal sage Pariksit dwells even now at Hastinapura. (44) 
Such is the majesty of king Pariksit (the son of Abhimanyu) during whose rulership over 
the earth you have undertaken the vow of performing this sacrifice. (45)* 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse entitled "The Subjugation of Kali", 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 


PIN Siac 
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“In verses 43 to 45 the great king Pariksit has been spoken of as if he were present at the time when the holy sacrifice 
at Naimisaranya was in progress. According to the aphorism of Panini ‘adarrarira acmagr' the present tense can be used even 
with reference to the immediate past or future. The great Acarya Vallabha of revered memory points out in his famous 
commentary (the Subodhini) that, even though Pariksit had departed from this world, his renown and glory were still alive. The 
distance of time which divided him from the period of the sacrifice undertaken by Saunaka and others has been eliminated in 
order to evoke the utmost reverence for him. His soul had merged in the Lord; that was also one reason why Sita visualized 
him as present before his eyes. Not only the learned speaker but his saintly audience too felt his presence. According to the 
Vedic maxim 'sima 4 art'y3:' (the father himselfis rebornasason ) it was Pariksit himself who occupied the throne of Hastinapura 
in the person of his son and worthy successor, Janamejaya. Considered from all these points of view, a reference to Pariksit 
in the present tense goes to heighten the effect of the discourse. 


[564] B. M. 5— 
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STATS SeATA: 


Discourse XVIII 


The youthful sage Srngi utters an imprecation against king Pariksit 
ad Sarg 
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Sita continued : Though scorched in the mother's womb by the missile discharged 
by Aswatthama (the son of Drona), king Pariksit did not die (was saved from extinction) 
by the grace of Lord Sri Krsna of marvellous deeds.(1) Having given his mind and heart 
to the Lord, he did not feel embarrassed even when faced with the terrible fear of meeting 
his death at the hands of the serpent Taksaka, spurred on by the anger (curse) of a 
Brahmana boy. (2) Shaking off attachment to everything, he accepted the discipleship 
of the sage Suka (the celebrated son of Vyasa) and, having realized the truth about Lord 
Sri Hari, cast off his body on the bank of the Ganga. (3) No confusion arises, even at 
the hour of death, in the mind of those who talk of none else than Lord Sri Krsna of 
excellent renown, enjoy His nectar-like stories and contemplate on His lotus-feet. (4) Kali 
was powerless on this earth,even though he had penetrated every part of it, so long as 
the great king Pariksit (son of Abhimanyu) continued to rule over the same as its 
undisputed sovereign. (5) As a matter of fact, Kali, the progenitor of unrighteousness, 
had set his foot on the earth the very day, nay, the very moment the Lord quitted it. (6) 
The emperor, however, who like the bee, drew the best out of everything, bore no grudge 
to Kali; for ( he knew that) in this age meritorious acts bear fruit immediately (as soon 
as they are projected) but not so the other (sinful) acts, which yield fruit only when they 
are actually committed. (7) In fact, of what account is Kali, who is heroic in the midst 
of children (the ignorant) but is cowardly, before the wise (strong-minded), and who like 
the wolf is ever alert to take the unwary men by surprise. (8) | have thus related to you 
(O sages !) the sacred life-account of king Pariksit, connected as it is with the story of 
Lord Sri Krsna (son of Vasudeva); this was what you enquired of me. (9) Lord Sri Krsna 
performed many a deed which is a fit subject for discourse. Men seeking blessedness 
should, therefore, listen with rapt attention to all His stories that depict His virtues and 
narrate His exploits.(10) 
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The sages said : Good Suta, may you live for years without number—you who 
recount the untarnished glory of Lord Sri Krsna, which is like nectar to us mortals. (11) 
To us, whose body has been soiled by the smoke arising from the sacrificial fires, even 
while we are engaged in this sacrificial performance, the fruit of which is uncertain, you 
give to drink to our heart's content the sweet and inebriating honey flowing from the lotus- 
feet of Lord Govinda (Sri Krsna) ! (12) We cannot compare with a moment's fellowship 
of loving devotees of the Lord either heavenly bliss or even final beatitude (the cessation 
of birth and death) much less the enjoyments sought after by mortal men. (13) What man 
of good taste would feel sated with hearing the story of the Lord, who is the only and 
final goal of the greatest saints ? Even masters of Yoga, headed by Lord Siva and the 
lotus-born Brahma, have not been able to exhaust the virtues of the Lord, who is beyond 
the Gunas of Prakrti. (14) Therefore, O learned Suta, to whom, among us all, God is the 
foremost concern of life, tell us at length the noble and holy doings of Sri Hari (Lord Sri 
Krsna), who is the only and final resort of the greatest souls, eager as we are to hear 
of them. (15) That great devotee of the Lord, king Pariksit of no mean understanding, 
attained to the feet of Lord Sri Krsna (whose banner bears the device of Garuda, the 
king of the birds), which are otherwise known by the name of final beatitude, through 
wisdom taught by the sage Suka (in the form of a story). (16) Pray, narrate to us that 
most sacred story embodying the wisdom imparted to Pariksit (the story of Srimad 
Bhagavata), which lays bare the truth in unambiguous terms and firmly establishes one 
in the extremely wonderful Yoga (of Love), nay, which also contains an account of the 
doings of the Lord and delights His devotees. (17) 
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Sita continued : Though born of a mother whose caste is superior to the father's, 
my birth (which has been deprecated in the Sastras) has been fulfilled today through the 
service of elders. For association, even by way of conversation, with the noblest souls 
quickly drives away the heart's agony caused by such despicable birth. (18) Such a 
consummation is all the more assured in the case of him who utters the Name of the 
Lord, the only and final resort of the noblest souls. For infinite is the Lord and infinite 
His Powers; nay, it is because He is possessed of endless virtues that they call Him 
Ananta.(19) In order to show that He is unequalled and unsurpassed in virtues, suffice 
it to point out that, rejecting others who courted Her, Goddess Laksmi sought the dust 
of His feet, even though He did not seek Her hand. (20) Again, the water which was 
offered by the Creator (Brahma) to wash the feet of the Lord (when He assumed a cosmic 
Form at the sacrifice of the demon king Bali) and then flowed from the nails of His toes 
(in the form of the Ganga—vide verses 3 and 4 of Discourse XXI of Book VIII) sanctifies 
the whole universe along with Lord Siva (who bore it on His head in response to the prayer 
of king Bhagiratha—vide IX. ix. 9). Under such circumstances, who else than Lord Sri 
Krsna (the Bestower of liberation) could deserve the epithet 'Bhagavan' in this world ?(21) 
The wise that have developed love for Him shake off in no time their deep-rooted 
attachment to their body etc., and enter that last stage of Paramahamsa's (recluses) in 
which the practice of non-violence and control of the senses become one's sacred 
duties.(22) O sages that shine like the sun, what you have asked me in this assembly 
| shall tell you according to my own lights. Winged creatures soar (in the heavens) 
according to their own capacity; so do the learned recount the pastimes of the all- 
pervading Lord Visnu according to their own understanding. (23) Taking up his bow, king 
Pariksit was hunting in the forest on a certain day. Running after the game, he got fatigued 
and felt extremely hungry and thirsty. (24) Finding no reservoir of water (near at hand), 
he entered the well-known hermitage (of the sage Samika) and saw there a hermit who 
sat still with his eyes closed. (25) Having held his senses and breath, mind and intellect 
in perfect control, he had withdrawn himself from the world; and having reached that 
immutable state which lies beyond the three states of consciousness (waking, dream and 
dreamless sleep), he had become one with Brahma. (26) His body was covered with 
unloosed matted hair and the skin of a black deer. Finding him in this state, Pariksit asked 
him for water (to drink), his tongue being parched (with thirst). (27) Not being offered a 
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mat of straw or bare ground to sit on, and denied water to wash his hands (and feet) 
or even kind words, the king thought himself as treated with disrespect and grew indignant 
accordingly. (28) His mind being oppressed with hunger and thirst, there arose in him, 
all of a sudden, a feeling of enmity and anger against the sage, which, O Saunaka, he 
had never entertained before (against a Brahmana). (29) While departing, he indignantly 
threw with the end of his bow a dead serpent across the shoulder of the Brahmana sage 
and returned to his capital. (30) (He offered this indignity to the sage because he wanted 
to make sure) whether he had closed his eyes inasmuch as he had (really) withdrawn 
all his senses from their objects or he simply feigned deep meditation because he thought 
he had nothing to do with the wretched Ksatriyas. (31) 
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The sage's son, who was possessed of abundant spiritual glow, though a mere boy, 
happened to be playing at that time with other Brahmana boys. Having heard of the 
indignity to which his father had been subjected by the king, he made the following 
observations on the spot :— (32) "Oh the unrighteousness of the ruling class, who have 
grown fat like crows ! Like dogs that guard one's door, these servants (of the Brahmanas) 
dare to insult their very masters ! (33) The Brahmanas have appointed the Ksatriya as 
their door-keeper. How, then can he who has been posted at the gate enter the house 
(of his master) and eat out of the latter's pot ? (34) Now that Lord Sri Krsna, the chastiser 
of those who have strayed from the path of virtue, has departed, | shall presently correct 
those that have violated the rules of decorum. Just see how powerful | am !" (35) Having 
thus spoken (to his playmates), the young sage sipped water from the Kausiki and, his 
eyes turning crimson with anger, he hurled a thunderbolt in the form of the following 
curse :— (36) "Impelled by me, Taksaka (a chief of the serpents) shall, on the seventh 
day hence, bite that bane of his race, who has so openly transgressed the bounds of 
propriety by his hostile behaviour towards my father." (37) 
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The boy then returned to his hermitage and, distressed to see his father with a snake 
about his neck, wept aloud. (38) On hearing the laments of his son, O Saunaka, the sage 
Samika (a scion of Angira) gradually opened his eyes; and throwing off the dead 
serpent,which he saw lying across his shoulder, enquired: "Child, wherefore do 
you weep? Who has wronged you ?" Thus asked, the boy told him (all that had 
happened).(39-40) The Brahmana (Samika) did not applaud his son when he heard of 
the execration uttered against the king, who did not deserve it, but said, “Alas ! foolish 
child, you have committed a great sin in that you have visited his trivial offence with such 
a heavy punishment. (41) It does not behove you to judge a king, who bears the name 
of Visnu, by the standard of ordinary men, O child of unripe wisdom ! Protected by his 
formidable strength, the people are rid of all fear and secure blessings of all sorts. (42) 
When Lord Visnu (who wields a discus in one of his hands), appearing under the name 
of ‘king’, is screened from our view, dear child, thieves will crop forth in large numbers 
and the world, which will be unprotected then, will perish like a flock of sheep in a 
moment. (43) When the ruler is dead, thieves will rob the people of their property and 
the evil that befalls them in this way will now fall on our head (since we shall be held 
responsible for the ruler's death, the cause of all this anarchy and lawlessness), even 
though we have no direct connection with it; nay, when people take to robbery in large 
numbers, they belabour and abuse one another and snatch one another's cattle, 
womenfolk and wealth. (44) In such conditions the noble religion of the people, which 
derives its authority from the Vedas and is characterized by a course of conduct laid down 
for the different grades of society and stages of life, disappears, thence follows a 
confusion of castes among men whose hearts are given up to wealth and sense- 
gratification, as among dogs and monkeys. (45) Emperor Pariksit, moreover, is a monarch 
of wide renown and a defender of righteousness; nay, he is a great devotee of the Lord 
and a royal sage who has performed a number of horse-sacrifices. Again, he was 
overcome with hunger, thirst and fatigue and absolutely helpless; hence he did not 
deserve our curse. (46) May the almighty Lord, who is the Soul of the universe, forgive 
the wrong perpetrated by this child of immature understanding against His innocent 
servant. (47) Even when reproached, deceived, abused, disregarded or struck by others, 
devotees of the Lord never return the wrong done by the wrong-doer, though capable 
of doing so." (48) Thus grieved at the wrong done by his son, the great sage (Samika) 
did not even think of the offence committed by the king, who had treated him with 
disrespect. (49) Generally speaking, holy men in this world neither grieve nor rejoice when 
they are subjected to contrary experiences by others; for the soul is ever beyond the three 
Gunas. (50) 
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Thus ends the eighteenth discourse entitled "The Brahmana’s Curse", 
in Book One of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIX 
Pariksit takes a vow of fasting till death and Suka pays a visit to him 
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Sita continued : Now the king too felt much troubled at heart at the thought of his 
reproachful conduct, and said to himself: "Oh! like a vulgar man | have behaved very 
ignobly with that innocent Brahmana_ of hidden spiritual power. (1) As a result of the 
disrespect shown by me to the Lord Himself (in the form of that saint) some calamity, 
hard to overcome, will surely befall me not long afterwards. Let it come directly on me 
by all means for the expiation of my sin, so that | may not have the courage to repeat 
it. (2) Let fire in the shape of the angered Brahmana race consume this very day the 
kingdom, the army and the rich treasury of my accursed self, so that | may not harbour 
a sinful thought with regard to the Brahmanas, the gods and the cows hereafter." (3) 
While thus reflecting, he presently heard how death impelled by (the curse of ) the sage’s 
son awaited him under the appellation of Taksaka. He looked upon the fire-like poison 
of Taksaka as a blessing; for he thought the same would speedily arouse dispassion in 
him who was deeply attached to the world. (4) Now renouncing this as well as the other 
world, both of which he had already concluded as worth rejecting, and recognizing the 
adoration of Sri Krsna's feet as superior to everything else, he sat down on the bank of 
the Ganga (the river of the immortals) with a resolve to fast till death. (5) The Ganga 
carries in it the water which excels all other waters due to its contact with the. dust of 
Sri Krsna's feet mixed with lovely Tulasi leaves borne on them, and sanctifies all the 
worlds both above and below along with their guardian deities (Indra and others). What 
dying man would not resort to this holy river ? (6) Having thus resolved upon fasting 
till death on the bank of the Ganga (which flows from the feet of Lord Visnu), and shaken 
off all attachment (to the world), king Pariksit (a scion of Pandu) took a vow to lead the 
life of a hermit and fixed his mind on the feet of Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) 
with undivided devotion. (7) There arrived with their pupils sages of great spiritual power, 
who brought sanctity to the whole world. Under the pretext of visiting holy places the saints 
generally consecrate the places of pilgrimage themselves. (8) (There came) Atri, Vasistha, 
Cyavana, Saradvan, Aristanemi, Bhrgu and Angira, Parasara (the father of Vedavyasa), 
Vigwamitra (the son of Gadhi) and Rama (more popularly known as Parasurama), 
Utathya, Indrapramada and Idhmavaha, Medhatithi, Devala, Arstisena, Bharadwaja, 
Gautama, Pippalada, Maitreya, Aurva, Kavasa, the jar-born sage Agastya, the island-born 
Vedavyasa and the divine sage Narada as well as other distinguished celestial and 
Brahmana sages and eminent royal sages besides other sages such as Aruna. Seeing 
the foremost of many Rsi families gathered there, the king received them with due honour 
and bowed his head to them. (9—11) When they were all comfortably seated, he made 
obeisance to them once more and, standing before them with joined palms, told them 
with a guileless heart what he intended to do. (12) 
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The king said : We are the most blessed of all monarchs, possessing as we do 
a character which has deserved the grace of the noblest souls. Alas ! the race of kings 
(the ruling class) is generally far removed from (deprived of the privilege of bearing on 
their head) the water in which the feet of the Brahmanas have been washed: their doings 
are so reproachful. (13) TO me, so sinful and ever so deeply attached to the home, the 
Lord Himself, who is the Ruler of the entire universe, has come in the form of a 
Brahmana's curse, that has aroused in me a feeling of aversion to worldly enjoyments; 
for under such a curse one who is deeply attached to the world speedily develops 
dispassion. (14) May the Brahmanas (assembled here) as well as goddess Ganga know 
me as a devotee who has approached them for protection, having fixed his mind on the 
Lord. Urged by the Brahmana, let someone who has cunningly assumed the form of 
Taksaka or Taksaka himself bite me at will. Meanwhile | implore you to sing the stories 
of Lord Visnu. (15) Bowing once more to you, the Brahmanas, | pray : in every birth | 
take hereafter may | be blessed with devotion to the immortal Lord Sri Krsna, strong 
attachment for noble souls depending on Him and friendship for all. (16) 
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Thus resolved, and having placed the kingly responsibilities on the shoulders of 
his own eldest son (Janamejaya), the wise king sat down on the southern bank of the 
Ganga (a spouse of the deity presiding over the oceans), on the blades of KuSa with 
their roots turned to the east, himself facing the north. (17) When that king of kings 
(Emperor Pariksit ) had thus taken his seat with a vow to fasting till death, hosts of 
gods in heaven shouted applause and joyfully rained down flowers on him on the earth, 
while drums were sounded again and again. (18) The great Rsis who had assembled 
there were benevolent to the people by their very disposition and spent all their energy 
in conferring benefits on them. They too applauded the king and approved of his resolve 
exclaiming "Splendid !" and spoke words which fitted well with the king, who was deeply 
impressed with the virtues of the Lord of excellent renown:—(19) 
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"O chief of royal sages, this is no wonder in you (the scions of Pandu), devoted as 
you are to Sri Krsna; for, in your eagerness to attain proximity to the Lord you have 
speedily renounced the imperial throne against which kings robbed their crowns. (20) Now 
we shall all remain here till this king, who is foremost among the devotees of the Lord, 
has cast off his mortal coil and ascended to the highest abode (of the Lord), which is 
beyond the reach of Maya and free from sorrow." (21) On hearing these words of the 
sages—impartial, sweet, full of deep significance and true—Pariksit greeted the sages, 
who had all become one with the Supreme Spirit; and, eager to hear the stories of Lord 
Visnu (Sri Krsna), replied to them as follows :— (22) "Shining like the Vedas, that abide 
in visible form in the highest heaven (the Satyaloka, Brahma's abode), you have all come 
together from every quarter. And you have no purpose of your own (to achieve) in this 
world or the next, except doing good to others, which is your innate disposition. (23) 
Reposing faith in you, therefore, O Brahmanas, | ask you this question—which is the only 
question worth asking—in regard to my duty. Tell me, O learned sages, after due 
deliberation, what innocent course should be pursued by all under every circumstance 
and in particular, by those who are about to die*" (24) Meanwhile there arrived on the 
scene wandering about on the earth at will, the divine Suka (the son of Vyasa) who was 
indifferent to the world and had no visible marks of any particular Varna (grade of society) 
or Asrama (stage of life) on his person, who was contented with the realization of his 
own Self and was surrounded by women and children and who wore the appearance of 
an ascetic that had renounced all worldly attachments and connections. (25) Sixteen 
years of age, with tender feet, hands, thighs, arms, shoulders, cheeks and frame, he had 
a lovely countenance with large eyes, a prominent nose, symmetrical ears, beautiful 
eyebrows and a conch-like shapely neck. (26) His coliar-bone was hidden within a fleshy 
frame; his chest was broad and prominent, his navel deep and spiral like an eddy and 
his belly looked charming with its three folds. He was stark naked, with hair flung about 
his face, had long arms and shone like one of the highest gods. (27) He possessed a 
swarthy complexion and captivated the heart of women by his charming youth, graceful 
limbs and winsome smiles. Although he had concealed his spiritual glow (behind a crazy 
appearance), the sages (present there) recognized him by his characteristic features and 
rose from their seats to receive him. (28) 


* King Pariksit asks here the following two questions:— 

(1) What should a mortal do at all times and under all circumstances ? 

(2) What is the duty of a man who is about to die ? 

He puts these very question to the sage Suka later on; and as a matter of fact, it is these two questions that have 
been answered at length by the latter in the course of the following eleven books of the Srimad Bhagavata. 
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King Visnurata (Pariksit, so-called because his life had been preserved by Lord Visnu 
i.e., Sri Krsna Himself), of whom we have spoken before, bowed his head to the stranger 
who had called on him (of his own accord), and did homage to him. The ignorant women 
and children thereupon withdrew and; worshipped by all, the sage occupied an exalted 
seat. (29) Surrounded by hosts of Brahmana sages, royal sages and celestial sages, the 
divine Suka, who was greatest among the great, shone most resplendent even as the 
moon in the midst of other planets, constellations and stars. (30) When that sage of 
unfailing wisdom had taken his seat, fully composed, the king, who was a devotee of the 


Lord, approached him and, touching his feet with his head, stood attentive before him. 
Then, bowing (again) with joined palms, he questioned the sage in sweet accents. (31) 
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Pariksit said : Oh, how blessed are we today, O holy sage, in that we, vile Ksatriyas, 
have been considered worthy of a visit by saints and have been so graciously consecrated 
by you by calling on us as our guest. (32) Men's houses are instantly purified by your 
remembrance, much more by your sight and touch, by washing your feet, offering a seat 
to you and so on. (33) Men's worst sins, O great Yogi, are wiped out at once by your 
very presence, even as the demons are by the presence of Lord Visnu. (34) | presume 
Lord Sri Krsna, the friend of the Pandavas, is pleased with me. It is for the pleasure 
of His cousins (the Pandavas) that He has acted in a friendly manner even towards me, 
their scion. (35) otherwise how could we, human beings much less those who are about 
to die, obtain the privilege of seeing you, whose movements are so obscure, and who 
have fully realized the object of human life and live in a lonely forest ? (36) Therefore, 
| enquire of you, the greatest preceptor of the Yogis, the character and the means of the 
highest realization. Nay, what should be done under all circumstances by a man who is 
on the verge of death ? (37) Again, tell me, my lord, what should be done by men in 
general—what should they hear, what should they repeat (with their tongue), what should 
they keep in their mind, what should they resort to and what should they avoid ? (38) 
For, nowhere, O divine sage, are you seen to stay at the door of householders even for 
the brief space of time taken in milking a cow. (39) 
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Sita continued : Thus addressed and questioned by the king in soft accents, the 


divine Suka (the son of Badarayana), who was conversant with Dharma, made answer 
(as follows): (40) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse entitled "The visit of Suka", in Book One of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita, composed by the sage Vyasa 
and consisting of eighteen thousand Siokas. 
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Sri Suka replied : This enquiry of yours, made with a view to the good of the world, O 
king, is most welcome. It is esteemed by the knowers of the Self and is the most important 
of all that is worth hearing, remembering or chanting. (1) There are thousands of things worth 
hearing and attending to, O ruler of kings, for men who are attached to their home and 
engaged in performing the five great sacrifices enjoined on the householders, and are blind 
to the truth of the Self. (2) Their span of life, O king, is stolen away at night by sleep or by 
copulation, and in the day-time by endeavours to make money or to provide for the family.(3) 
Maddened by affection for those that are intimately connected with oneself, viz., one's body, 
progeny, wife and so on, unreal as they are, one fails to visualize their end, though actually 
witnessing it. (4) Therefore, O descendant of Bharata, he who seeks to attain the fearless 
state (of Moksa) should listen to, recite and dwell on the stories of the almighty Lord Sri Hari, 
the Soul of the universe. (5) To be put in mind of Sri Narayana at the last moment (of one's 
life)that alone is the supreme reward of human birth, howsoever this may be earned through 
Self-Knowledge or Devotion or even through steadfastness to one's sacred duty. (6) Even 
ascetics, O king, that are established in the Absolute and have reached beyond the sphere 
of injunctions and inhibitions generally delight in discoursing on the virtues of Sri Hari. (7) 
This Purana, which is known by the name of Bhagavata and is as sacred as the Vedas, | 
studied towards the end of the Dwapara age, from my father, the sage Dwaipayana 
(Vyasa).(8) Fully established as | was in the Absolute, my heart was captivated by the 
pastimes of Lord Sri Krsna of excellent renown. That is how | studied this Purana, O royal 
sage. (9) You being a votary of Lord Visnu, | shall recite the selfsame Purana to you; for the 
mind of those who repose their faith in this Purana quickly conceives disinterested love for 
Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation). (10) For those who have developed an aversion for 
this world and seek to attain the fearless state, as well as for realized souls that have attained 
union with God, O king, the chanting of Sri Hari's names has been concluded to be the best 
means as well as the end. (11) To aman who is negligent about his own interests, of what 
use in this world are long years of life that slip away unnoticed (are spent in ignorance ye 
Much more valuable is the hour, consciously spent, in endeavouring for the highest 
good.(12) Having come to know that he was to live only an hour more, the royal sage 
Khatwanga renounced everything in that short space of time, and sought refuge with Sri Hari, 
who dispels all fear. (13) The limit of your life, O descendant of Kuru, is yet seven days from 
now. Meanwhile accomplish all that is conducive to your welfare hereafter. (14) When the 
hour of death comes, man should shake off all fear and cut with the sword of non-attachment 
the tie of affection for his body as well as for those that are connected with it. (15) Full of self- 
control, he should quit the house, bathe in the holy waters of some sacred stream or lake and, 
squatting ona seat, made according to the scriptural ordinance, in acleanand secluded spot, 
should repeat with his mind the holy Pranava, consisting of three parts (A,U and M). Nay, 
controlling his breath, he should also subdue his mind, taking care not to forget the Pranava 
(the seed of the Vedas). (16-17) Having reason for his helpmate, he should withdraw his 
senses from their objects with his mind and by dint of his reason fix his mind, distracted as 
itis by tendencies to action, on the blessed form of the Lord. (1 8) With aconcentrated mind 
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he should meditate on anyone limb of His body. When the mind is withdrawn from all external 
objects (by thus fixing it on one limb at a time), it should be so completely absorbed in the 
thought on the Lord that he should cease to think of anything else. Such a state is the 
supreme reality of Lord Visnu, by attaining which the mindis flooded with the ecstasy of divine 
love. (19) If (in the course of such meditation) one's mind is distracted by force of Rajas 
(passion) or obscured by force of Tamas (darkness or opacity), a wise man should curb it 
through concentration, which destroys the impurity occasioned by Rajas and Tamas. (20) 
When through the practice of such concentration the practising Yogl is able to behold his 
blissful object (the Lord), he forthwith attains Yoga (union with God) which is characterized 
by Bhakti (loving Devotion). (21) 
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The king asked : How is concentration practised, O holy sage, and on what object has 
it been approved of (by the scriptures)? And what kind of concentration speedily removes 
the impurity of one's mind ? (22) 
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Sri Suka replied : Having acquired steadiness of seat and control of one's breath, and 
having conquered attachment and subdued one's senses, one should fix one's mind on the 
material form of the Lord by force of one's reason. (23) That is His cosmic or universal Form, 
the grossest of the gross, wherein is seen this phenomenal universe in its past, present and 
future form. (24) The Lord who tenants this cosmic body with its seven sheaths (consisting 
of water, fire, air, ether, the ego, the Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence and 
Prakrti of Primordial Matter) as the Great Being (Virat Purusa)—He alone is the object of 
concentration. (25) The knowers of Truth describe Him thus :—Patala (the nethermost 
sphere comprising the heart of the terrestrial globe ) constitutes the soles of His feet and 
Ras€tala (the sphere immediately enclosing Patala) the hinder and the front part of His feet. 
Mahatala (the sphere immediately enclosing Rasatala) corresponds to the ankles of the 
Creator of the universe and Talatala (the sphere immediately enclosing Mahatala), the 
shanks of the Virat Purusa. (26) Sutala (the sphere immediately enclosing Talatala) 
represents the knees of the Cosmic Being; while Vitala (the sphere immediately enclosing 
Sutala) and Atala (the sphere immediately enclosing Vitala and enclosed in its turn by the 
crust of the earth) form His thighs. The earth's surface corresponds to His loins, O king; while 
they speak of Bhuvarloka (the sphere immediately enclosing the earth) as His navel. (27) 
Indra's heaven (the sphere immediately enclosing Bhuvarloka), forms His breast; Maharloka 
(the sphere immediately enclosing Indra's heaven), His neck and Janaloka (the sphere 
immediately enclosing Maharloka), His face (below the brow). Tapoloka (the sphere 
immediately enclosing Janaloka) is recognized as the brow of the Primal Person and 
Satyaloka (the highest or seventh heaven, immediately enclosing Tapoloka) as the heads 
of the thousand-headed Lord. (28) It is said that the gods from Indra downwards represent 
His arms; the cardinal points, His ears and sound, His auditory sense. Nasatya and Dasra 
(the twin ASwinikumaras, the physicians of gods) are the nostrils of the Supreme; odour, His 
olfactory sense and flaming fire, His mouth. (29) The sky constitutes His eyes; the sun, His 
sense of sight and day and night form the eyelids of the Cosmic Being. The abode of Brahma 
(in the Satyaloka) represents the play of His eyebrows; water, His palate and taste, His 
tongue.(30) They declare the Vedas as the crown of His head; Yama (the god of retribution) 
constitutes His grinding teeth and the various forms of personal affection (manifest in 
individuals), His other teeth. The Maya which deludes men represents His smile and the 
unending (eternal) process of creation, His sidelong glances. (31) Bashfulness forms His 
upper lip and greed, the lower; piety constitutes His (right) breast and the path of 
unrighteousness, His back. Prajapati (the god presiding over creation) represents His penis 
and the gods Mitra and Varuna, His testicles; the oceans form the cavity of His abdomen and 
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the mountains, the system of His bones. (32) The rivers constitute His arteries and veins and 
the trees, the hair on the person of the Cosmic Being, O king of kings. The air, possessed 
of infinite strength, is His breath; Time represents His movementand the uninterrupted action 
of the three Gunas (in the form of creation), His activity. (83) The wise recognize the clouds 
as the hair (on the head) of the Lord and twilight, as the raiment of the Infinite Being, O chief 
of the Kurus. They declare the Unmanifest (Primordial Matter) as His heart and the familiar 
moon represents His mind, which is the seat of all passions. (34) They speak of the Mahat-. 
tattva (the Principle of cosmic intelligence) as the power of understanding and Rudra (the god 
presiding over destruction) as the ego of the Universal Spirit. The horse, the mule, the camel 
and the elephant represent His nails; while the deer and all other animals abide in His hips 
and loins. (35) The birds are His wonderful workmanship; the first Manu (known by the name 
of Swayambhuva) represents His intellect and man (the offspring of Manu), His abode.The 
Gandharvas (the celestial musicians), the Vidyadharas (another class of demigods), the 
Caranas (the celestial bards) and the Apsaras (the celestial nymphs), represent 
the reminiscences of His melody and the demon hosts, His virility. (6) The Brahmana 
represents the mouth; the Ksatriya, the arms; the Vaisya, the thighs and the 
dark-complexioned Sidra, the feet of that mighty Being. And the performance of sacrifices 
that are conducted with the help of material substances (such as clarified butter etc.) and in 
the name of classes of deities bearing various names is His occupation. (37) Such is the 
magnitude and constitution of the Cosmic Body of the Lord as | have just told you. It is on 
this grossest form that the mind is concentrated with the help of reason; for there exists 
nothing apart from this.(38) Just as a dreamer sees himself projected in various forms in a 
dream, it is the one all-witnessing Self who experience everything through the intellects of 
all. One should devote oneself to that embodiment of Truth, the storehouse of bliss, and 
should not feel attached to any other object; for such attachment brings about the 
degradation of the soul. (39) 


Thus ends the first discourse in Book Two, describing among other things the Cosmic 
Body of the Great Being, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse Il 
Concentration on the gross and subtle forms of the Lord and the two 
types of Mukti (Liberation), viz., Kramamukti or gradual 
Liberation and Sadyomukti or immediate Liberation 
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Sri Suka continued : It was through such concentration that Brahma (the self-born) 
propitiated that Lord and got from Him at the dawn of creation the knowledge (about 
creation), which he had forgotten (during the last Pralaya or universal destruction). Having 
thus acquired unfailing vision and a conclusive understanding, he created this universe even 
as it existed before the universal dissolution. (1) Such is the (alluring) method (of presenta- 
tion) of the Vedas that the mind seeks gratification through empty names devoid of any 
corresponding reality. Expecting happiness in the world of Maya (illusion), the soul wanders 
(through the various realms comprised in this world) as though it were dreaming, but fails to 
derive real happiness there. (2) Therefore, a wise man should have connection with the 
objects of enjoyment (which exist merely in name and have no abiding reality) only to the 
extent they are useful for maintaining the body. At the same time he should be convinced in 
his mind (about the emptiness of sensuous enjoyments) and should never commit the error 
of getting attached to them. Andif such objects could be had otherwise (by force of Prarabdha 
or destiny as a matter of course), he should not strive for them, seeing that such an endeavour 
would entail (fruitless) labour. (3) When the earth is there, what would be gained by taking 
pains for a bed? When nature has provided us with arms, what use have we for pillows ? 
When we can hold things in the hollow of our palms, what need is there for dishes and cups 
of various kinds ? And when there are the cardinal points,the barks of trees and so on (to 
cover our body with), of what avail are silken robes ? (4) Are there no rags on the road (to 
wrap ourselves with) ? Do not trees, that live only to maintain others, give alms (in the shape 
of fruits, leaves and so on to the needy)? Have rivers dried up (for the man who needs water)? 
Have the mouths of mountain caves been blocked (against those who seek to use them as 
a shelter)? And (above all) does the supreme Lord Sri Hari deny protection to those who 
approach Him ? Wherefore (then) should the wise knock at the door of those who are blind 
with the pride of wealth ? (5) Having thus determined his goal with a complacent mind, aman 
should adore the infinite and eternal Lord, residing in his very heart as his beloved Self, and 
as a self-evident Truth; for through His worship the seed of metempsychosis (in the shape 
of Ignorance ) ceases to be. (6) Who else than beasts would desist from meditating on the 
Supreme and set his mind on the pleasures of sense even when he actually sees people 
fallen into the hellish river of mundane life and suffer the agonies brought by their own past 
actions ? (7) 
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Some people fix their mind, through meditation, on the Lord with four arms, bearing 
severally a lotus, a discus, aconch anda mace, and residing in the cavity of their heart within 
their own body in a form as big as in thumb in height.(8) With a cheerful countenance and 
big lotus-like eyes He has a cloth, yellow as the filaments of a Kadamba flower, wrapped 
round His person, and is adorned with a pair of gold armlets studded with precious brilliant 
jewels, a crown and a pair of ear-rings inlaid with valuable radiant jewels. (9) His feet, which 
are tender like young shoots, are installed by the masters of Yoga at the centre of the full- 
blown lotus of their heart. He bears (a little above His left breast) a golden streak (which is 
held to be a symbol of Goddess Laksmi), has the famous Kaustubha gem hanging from His 
neck; and His chest is covered by a garland of sylvan flowers of unfading splendour. (10) He 
is adorned with a girdle (round His waist ) as well as with most precious rings, anklets and 
bracelets etc., and looks charming with a smile that ever beams on His countenance 
beautified with sleek, glossy, curly and dark tresses. (11) He is betraying His abundant grace 
(on the devotees) by the play of His brows, the beauty of which is enhanced by His sportful 
bright smiles and glances. The practicant should continue to gaze on this conceptual image 
of the Lord till his mind gets fixed in meditation. (12) He should visualize with his mind one 
by one all the limbs of Lord Visnu (the Wielder ofa mace) from His feet upwards to His smiling 
countenance. Even as his reason gets purer and purer his mind will become steadier and 
steadier, andin this way when one limb becomes clearly visible, he should leave it to visualize 
the next. (13) Till one's mind gets fixed through devotion on the all-witnessing supreme Lord 
of the universe as portrayed above, the practicant should with a concentrated mind meditate 
on the grossest form of the Lord (as described in Discourse | above ) after he has finished 
his daily devotions. (14) 
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Dear Pariksit, when the striver intends to leave this body, he should not allow his mind 
to get attached to the time and place. Sitting in a steady and easy posture, he should control 
his breath and restrain his senses with his mind. (15) Then, controlling his mind with his pure 
reason, he should merge his intellect (as wel! as his mind) in the Ksetrajnia ( the conscious 
principle in the body), and the Ksetrajfia in the absolute Self. Then, merging the Self in the 
Supreme Spirit and attaining final peace, the wise man should abstain from all activity. (16) 
In that state (of absorption into the Supreme Spirit) Time, which is the Ruler even of gods, 
has no power, much less the gods or the creatures that are ruled over by them. There is 
neither Sattva nor Rajas nor Tamas in that state, much less the ego or Mahat (the principle 
of cosmic intelligence) or Pradhana (Primordial Matter). (17) Bent upon rejecting everything 
other than God as ‘not that’, ‘not that’ and giving up false self-identification with the body and 
things associated with it the Yogis, full of exclusive devotion, embrace with their heart every 
moment the adorable form of Lord Visnu. The scriptures are at one in declaring this form as 
the supreme essence of the all-pervading Lord. (18) The Yogi whose cravings for sense- 
gratification have been completely set at rest by force of wisdom acquired through the 
scriptures should drop his body in the following manner. First of all he should squat (on his 
seat) pressing the anus with his heels and then, overcoming languor, should draw the air 
upwards through the six places (where the six mystical circles are located). (19) The self- 
disciplined Yogi should draw the air located in the circle within the navel (known by the name 
of Maniptraka) upwards into the Cakra located in the heart (called Anahata); thence, 
following the course of the Udana air, he should take it to the circle located above the breast 
(known by the name of Viguddhi) and, again, with the help of reason, he should gradually: 
push it to the root of the palate (i-e.,to the top of the Visuddhi Cakra). (20) Thereafter, having 
closed the seven passages (viz., the two eyes, the two ears, the two nostrils and the mouth), 
he should take the air from the root of the palate to the circle located at the middle of the 
eyebrows (viz., the Aja Cakra). Then, if he has no desire to visit the higher worlds, he should 
pause at the Aja Cakra for about half an hour with his gaze fixed on his goal and, taking 
the air into the Sahasrara Cakra (located at the crown of his head) attain union with God. 
Finally, breaking open the crown of his head, he should abandon his body and the 
senses. (21) 
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lf, on the other hand, O king, the Yogi intends to visit the Brahmaloka (Brahma's abode) 
or, having acquired the eight supernatural powers,” to sport in the company of the Siddhas 
‘2 class of celestial beings), that move about in the air, or again to move about in any 
particular realm of the universe made up of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), he should 
Separt (from the body), taking the mind and senses with him. (22) It is said that the masters 


* The eight superhuman powers are : Anima, the power of assuming a form as minute as an atom; Laghima, extreme 
ighiness; Prapti, attaining anything (e.g., the moon) with the tip of one's finger ; Prakamya, irresistible will ; Mahima, illimitable 
Duk; [sita, supreme dominion: Vasita, subjugating all by occult power and Kamavasayita, suppressing all desires. 
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of Yoga, who practise worship of God austere penance, Yoga (abstraction) and JAana (Self- 
Knowledge), and whose body is as subtle as air, can freely move inside as well as outside 
the three worlds (the earth, heaven and the lower worlds). People cannot have such 
unimpeded movement (in any part of the universe) through mere Karma (ritual). (23) O king, 
the Yogi who proceeds to the Brahmaloka (the abode of Brahma) through the bright 
Susumna* reaches first the abode of Vaigwanara (the god of fire) through the heavens. 
Shaking off whatever trace of impurity is still left in him, he then rises upwards to the stellar 
sphere, resembling in shape the figure of a dolphin and presided over by Lord Visnu. (24) 
Passing beyond this sphere, presided over by Visnu, which is like a navel to the wheel of this 
universe, he ascends alone in his most subtle and pure body to the realm called Maharloka 
(the region immediately enclosing Indra's paradise), which is adored even by the knowers 
of Brahma, and which is the delightful abode of gods that live for a whole Kalpa (a day of 
Brahma). (25) Thereafter (atthe end of the Kalpa) when he sees the whole world below being 
consumed by the fire proceeding from the mouth of Lord Ananta (Sesa), he rises still higher 
to Brahma's abode, where the foremost among the Siddhas reside in their aerial cars and 
which lasts for two Parardhas (the full span of Brahma's life). (26) There is no grief nor agony, 
neither old age nor death in that sphere, much less fear of any kind. The only agony they 
suffer fromis the mental anguish they feel out of compassion when they see people who have 
no knowledge of the process of meditation as described above undergoing repeated births 
and deaths, that entail endless suffering. (27) Then (after reaching the Satyaloka) he 
fearlessly unites his subtle body with the earth and thereafter steadily pierces the seven 
sheaths encasing the earth as below. From his terrestrial form he passes on to the watery 
and from the aqueous to the fiery sheath; again, from his fiery form he makes his way into 
the aerial sheath, and lastly from his aerial form in course of time he enters the ethereal 
sheath, which is an index to the infinitude of Brahma. (28) Again, through his olfactory sense 
the Yogi returns to the subtle element of smell, through the sense of taste to the subtle 
element of taste, through the sense of sight to the subtle element of colour, through the sense 
of touch to the subtle element of touch, through the auditory sense to the subtle element of 
sound and through each organ of action to the functioning power of each and thus all of them 
return to their subtle form. (29) (Thus reaching beyond the gross and subtle sheaths of the 
five elements) the Yogi enters the ego. He dissolves the subtle elements into the Tamasika 
ego, the senses into the Rajasika and the mind as well as the deities presiding over the 
senses into the Sattvika ego. Then, through the same process (of dissolution) he returns 
along with the ego to the principle of cosmic intelligence (Mahat-tattva) and finally to Prakrti 
(in which merge all the three Gunas). (30) Again, during the final dissolution (when Prakrti 
too merges in God) the Yogi who becomes all-blissful now, merges with that pure blissful 
form in God, who is perfectly tranquil and bliss itself. Dear Pariksit, he who attains this divine 
goal no more returns to this world of matter (transmigration). (31) These, O king, are the two 
eternal paths recommended by the Vedas, about which you enquired of me. Of yore, when 
Brahma (the Creator) worshipped Lord Vasudeva (Visnu) and interrogated Him, it was these 
two paths that were taught to him by the Lord. (32) For him who has fallen into the whirlpool 
of transmigration there is no blessed path other than that which makes for devotion to Lord 
Vasudeva. (33) Having critically studied the Vedas with a concentrated mind thrice over, 
Brahma concluded by force of his reason that alone to be the highest virtue, by which one 
is able to develop exclusive devotion to Sri Krsna (the Self of the Universe). (34) Lord Sri 
Hari alone is seen as abiding in all (animate and inanimate) beings as their very self; for the 


*A particular air tube of the body lying between those called Ida and Pingala, and believed to be one of the passage 
for the air or the spirit. 
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The two eyes, the two nostrils, the two ears and the penis and the anus are the (four) pairs 
of entrances with the mouth (as the ninth). (It is through these gates that) the Jiva goes out 
(to the objects of senses) accompanied by the Indriyas (located in these appertures). (8) (Of 
these) the two eyes, the two nostrils and the mouth are the five gates located in the east (in 
front of the head). The right ear has been spoken of as the southern and the left, the northern 
gate. (9) The two openings below have been called the western gates and they are 
designated here (is the present context) as the penis and the anus. The (two gates) Knadyota 
and Avirmukhi (declared as) constructed at one place (side by side) in this city correspond 
to the two eyes; and through these, aided by the faculty of vision, the Jiva (the master of the 
body) perceives colour, which corresponds to (the realm called) Vibhrajita. (10) The two 
nostrils are (the gates) Nalini and Nalini and odour has been spoken of as (the territory of) 
Saurabha. The olfactory sense is (the companion of Purafijana known by the name of) 
Avadhita: the mouth is (the gate called Mukhya); the faculty of speech is (the companion 
going by the name of) Vipana and the organ of taste is (the friend known as) Rasajfia. (11) 
The use of the tongue is the territory mentioned in this story by the name of Apana and the 
food of various kinds is the realm known as Bahtdana. The right ear is the gate called Pitrhu 
and the left has been referred to under the name of Devahi (the northern gate). (12) The 
scriptures dealing with the path of worldly activity (the cult of rituals) and those preaching 
quietism (the cult of worship) have bean spoken of as (the dominions of) South Paficala and 
North Paficala respectively. Listening to these through the ear, which has been spoken of 
as (a companion of Purafijana under the name of) Srutadhara, the Jiva takes severally to 
the path of the manes (leading to the realm of the moon-god or heaven) and the path of the 
gods (leading to the divine Abode). (13) The membrum virile is the western gate called Asuri; 
the act of copulation is the territory called Gramaka (which is only another name for carnal 
delight). The faculty of procreation has been spoken of as (a companion of Purafijana under 
the name of) Durmada; while the anus has been referred to under the name of Nirrti (the other 
gate in the west). (14) The Infernal region is the territory called Vaigasa, while the organ of 
defecation (located in the rectum) is the companion named Lubdhaka. (Now) hear from me 
about the two entrances leading to blind alleys. They are the hands and feet wherewith the 
human soul severally works and moves about. (15) (The region of) the heart is the 
gynaeceum and the mind has been spoken of as (the principal waiter in the gynaeceum 
under the name of) VisUci (Vistcina). Identifying itself with the qualities (Sativa, Rajas and 
Tamas) of the mind, the Jiva gives way herein severally to complacence, joy and 
infatuation.(16) According as the equilibrium of the intellect is disturbed (in the dreaming 
state) or it disturbs the senses in its turn (in the waking state), the Jiva (the embodied soul), 
that is affected by its qualities, is compelled to follow its changes, although (by its essential 
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(stage of life) and given to (perfect) self-control, these foremost seers indeed wonderfully 
attained absolute self-identity with the Lord, who is the very Self, nay, the Inner Controller 
of all living beings and whom they realized within the heart, purified by virtue of their 
uninterrupted and supreme Devotion resulting from their ceaseless remembrance of the 
charming lotus-like feet of Bhagavan Vasudeva, the abode of all species of living beings and 
the asylum ofthe fear-stricken. (27) By another wife too he had three sons—Uttama, Tamasa 
and Raivata, each of whom presided over a Manvantara (associated with his name). (28) 


(Three of) his sons being thus given to self-control, the high-minded emperor (Priyavrata) 
ruled over the globe for 1,10,00,00,000 years. (During his reign) the enemies of righteousness 
were scared away by the very twang of the bow-string pulled by his stout arms, possessed 
of (inordinate) strength, which consummated all his efforts without any obstruction. Nay, like 
aman who has forgotten his self, he had his judgment clouded as it were by Barhismati's daily 
growing expressions of excessive joy (on his visiting her), her rising from the seat and going 
forth to meet him, amatory gestures natural to women, smiles and glances half-concealed 
by bashfulness and delightful jokes etc. (29) 
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(Once he observed that) even to the extent the glorious sun-god lights the earth's surface 
(viz., up to the Lokaloka mountain) in the course of his circuit round Mount Sumeru (the 
mountain of the gods), he shines only on one-half of that portion and leaves the other half 
shrouded in darkness. He (however) did not like this. His superhuman glory having been 
enhanced by virtue of his adoration of-the Lord, he thereupon like another sun made seven 
circuits (round the earth) after the sun, in his effulgent car, as swift as the sun, determined 
to turn night as well into day. (30) The tracks that were sunk by the fellies of the wheels of 
his chariot came to be the most celebrated seven oceans, which divided the earth into (what 
are known as) the seven Dwipas (or main divisions). (31) The Dwipas are (severally) known 
as Jambudwipa, Plaksadwipa, Salmalidwipa, Kugadwipa, Krauficadwipa, Sakadwipa and 
Puskaradwipa. As regards dimensions, each succeeding one is twice as large as the 
preceding one and is placed beyond the ocean and encircling it. (32) The seven oceans 
(severally) contain salt water, the juice of sugar-cane, wine, clarified butter, milk, fluid curds 
and pure water and serve as a moat as it were one for each of the seven Dwipas. They are 
equal in extent to the Dwipa enclosed by them and are situated one beyond and encircling 
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born the illustrious devotee of the Lord, Prahrada, and even so Bali (Prahrada's grand- 
son).(10) Diti (at first) had only two sons, adored by the Daityas and the Danavas (alike), who 
have (already) been spoken of under the name of Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa (in Book 
IIl).(11) Hiranyakasipu's wife, Kayadhu by name, who was a daughter of Jambha by Danu and 
had been given away by the former (to Himayakasipu), gave birth to four sons—Sarhhrada, 
in the first instance, and (then in order) Anuhrada, Hrada and Prahrada as well. Their sister, 
Simhika by name, got from (her husband, the demon) Vipracitti (a son named) Rahu, whose 
head, even while he was drinking nectar (disguised as a god in the assembly of the gods), 
Sri Hari lopped off with His discus (vide VIII. ix. 24-25). Krti, the wife of Sarnhrada 
(Hiranyakasipu's eldest son) bore through him (ason named) Paficajana. (12—14) Dhamani, 
the wife of Hrada (Hiranyakasipu's third son) brought forth (two sons) Vatapi and Ilwala. Itwas 
llwala who cooked (his brother) Vatapi (in the form ofa ram) forthe sake of his (honoured guest, 
(the celebrated sage) Agastya. (15) Baskala and Mahisa were the two sons of Anuhrada 
(Hiranyakasipu's second son ) by (his wife) Sarmya; while Virocana was the son of Prahrada, 
and Bali was the son of Virocana by (his wife) Devi. (16) From (the loins of) Bali through (his 
wife) ASanaya (the deity presiding over hunger), were born a hundred sons, the eldest of whom 
was Bana. The glory of Bali, which deserves to be celebrated in beautiful verse, will be 
recounted only hereafter (in Book VIII). (17) Having propitiated Lord Siva (who has His abode 
on Mount Kailasa), the demon Bana attained the first place among His attendants. As the 
guardian of his capital, the Lord actually stays near him even today. (18) (Besides 
Hiranyakagipu and Hiranyaksa) Diti had forty-nine more sons, (known as) the Maruts (wind- 
gods). They all remained issueless and were converted into his own class (godhood) by 
Indra (the ruler of the gods). (19) 
wars 
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The king (Pariksit) said : Having rid them of their demoniac disposition, which was innate 
to them, O (my) preceptor, how were they converted into godhood by Indra? What good offices 
did they render to him (which prompted him to bring about this change in them)? (20) Even 
these seers, O (holy) Brahmana, are keen to know this truth along with me. Therefore, be 
pleased, O worshipful sage, to explain this to us. (21) 
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Sita continued : Having heard this reverent, brief and (yet) significant inquiry of king 
Pariksit (who had been protected by Lord Visnu Himself in the form of Sri Krsna), and 
welcoming it with a heart full of joy, the omniscient and well-known sage Suka (the son of 


Badarayana, more popularly known as Vedavyasa), spoke (as follows), O Saunaka (who 
stand vowed to a long course of sacrifices) ! (22) 
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intellect and other phenomenal objects are adjuncts that lead us to infer the existence of the 
Lord, who is the all-witnessing seer. (35) Therefore, O king, men should always and under 
all circumstances with their whole being listen to, recite and revolve in their mind (the stories 
of) Lord Sri Hari alone. (36) They who drink in the nectar-like stories of the Lord, the Soul of 
the universe, poured into the cups of their ears by holy men, are able to purify their heart, 
which has been contaminated through contact with the pleasures of sense, and attain 
‘proximity to His lotus-feet. (37) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled "A Description of the Lord's Divine Form", 
in Book Two of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka said: | have thus told you all you asked me. viz., what should men who are 
thoughtful among human beings do, when their end has arrived. (1) A seeker of pre- 
eminence in sacred knowledge should worship the sage Brhaspati (the preceptor of the 
gods). Even so he who seeks to acquire keenness of the senses should worship Indra; while 
a seeker of progeny should propitiate the Prajapatis (gods presiding over creation). (2) The 


seeker of prosperity should worship the divine Maya (the Lord's own potency or the Goddess 
presiding over Prakrti or Primordial Matter) and the seeker of indefatigable energy shoula 
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adore the god of fire. Similarly, a seeker of wealth should worship the class of gods known 
as the Vasus; while the powerfui man who aspires for more power should worship another 
class of gods called the Rudras (part manifestations of Lord Siva). (3) A seeker of food and 
foodstuffs should worship Aditi (the mother of the gods); while he who seeks (an abode in) 
heaven should adore the sons of Aditi (the twelve Adityas). A seeker of sovereignty should 
worship the Viswedevas (a particular class of gods born of Viswa); while a ruler who desires 
to secure the allegiance of his subjects should worship the Sadhyas (another class of 
gods).(4) A seeker of long life should worship the twin gods, the Aswins (the physicians of 
the gods) and he who desires Stoutness should worship the goddess Earth. Similarly he who 
seeks stability of position or worldly prestige should adore the two mothers of the world, the 
goddess Earth and Dyauh (the goddess presiding over the heavens). (5) A seeker of 
personal charm should worship the Gandharvas; while he who desires to have a (lovely) 
wife should adore the celestia! nymph Urvasi. Even so he who seeks lordship over all should 
worship Brahma. (6) A seeker of renown should worship Lord Visnu (the lord of sacrifices 
or the deity presiding over sacrifices), while a seeker of treasures should adore Varuna (the 
god presiding over the waters). Even so he who seeks to acquire learning should worship 
Lord Siva; while a seeker of conjugal happiness should adore Goddess Uma, so devoted to 
Her lord. (7) He who aspires to lead a pious life should worship Lord Visnu of excellent 
renown: while he who desires to propagate his race should adore the Pitrs (the manes). He 
who seeks protection against odds should worship the Yaksas (a class of demigods); while 
a seeker of bodily vigour should adore the class of gods known as the Maruts (the wind- 
gods). (8) He who seeks to acquire a kingdom should worship the gods that rule over the 
world for a whole Manvantara (the age or period of a Manu); while he who seeks to employ 
spells for some malevolent purpose should adore Nirrti (the goddess of death or the demon 
presiding over the south-west). Even so the seeker of sense-gratification should worship 
Soma (the moon-god); while he who longs for the cessation of all desires should adore the 
Lord who transcends Prakrti or Matter. (9) A wise man, however—whether he has no desire 
atall or is actuated by all sorts of desires (all those mentioned in the above verses and others 
too) or seeks liberation (final beatitude—should worship the Supreme Person with intense 
devotion. (10) The attainment of the highest good even for those who worship Indra and the 
other gods lies in developing unswerving devotion to the Lord through the fellowship of His 
devotees. (11) As a result of the discourses on Sri Hari (that are held in the company of 
devotees) dawns that spiritual enlightenment which sets at rest the waves in the form of 
passions; nay, the heart gets purated and is filled with joy and one develops an aversion for 
the pleasures of sense and a love for devotion, which is an esteemed road to final beatitude. 
Having once tasted the joy of listening to such discourses on Sri Hari, who would cease taking 
delight in them ? (12) 
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Saunaka said : On hearing these words of Suka what else did king Pariksit, the foremost 
of the Bharatas, then ask the son of Vyasa, who was not only a seer but well-versed in the 
Vedas too ? (13) Suta, learned as you are, kindly reveal all that to us, who are keen to hear 
the same. For in an assembly of holy men there must be talks that ultimately lead to 
discourses on Sri Hari. (14) That great car-warrior, king Pariksit (a descendant of Pandu) 
was a great devotee of the Lord. Playing with toys loved by children, he made the worship 
of Sri Krsna as one of his sports. (15) The holy Suka (the son of Vyasa) is also exclusively 
devoted to Lord Vasudeva (Sri Krsna); and it is but natural that where holy men meet there 
are sublime talks saturated with the virtues of the Lord, whose praises are sung by exalted 
souls well-versed in the Vedas. (16) The rising and setting sun steals away (in vain) the life 
of all human beings except that of the man who spends even a single moment in talks about 
the Lord of excellent fame. (17) Do not trees live ? Do not bellows also breathe ? And do not 
the other domestic animals (other than the human beast) take their food and copulate ? (18) 
The human beast who has never heard the story of Sri Krsna (the elder brother of Gada) has 
been declared to be as good as a dog, a swine, a camel and a donkey. (19) The ears of a 
man who does not hear (the stories of) the exploits of the Lord (whose doings are marvellous) 
are mere holes (that serve no useful purpose); and his tongue is as bad as that of a frog if 
it does not recount the stories of Lord Visnu (who is extolled in numerous ways). (20) Ahead 
which, though decked with a silk turban or a crown, never bows to Lord Mukunda (the 
Bestower of Liberation), is only a burden. Even so the hands which, though adorned with 
wristlets of gold, never offer worship to Sri Hari are as good as those of a dead man. (21) And 
those human eyes that do not gaze on the images of Lord Visnu are as useless as the eyes 
on the tail of a peacock. Similarly, the human feet which do not visit places sacred to Sri Hari 
are as good as the roots of trees. (22) A mortal who has never bathed himself in the dust from 
the feet of the Lord's devotees is really dead, though living; even so the man who has never 
known the fragrance of the sacred Tulasi (basil) leaves offered at the feet of Lord Visnu is 
like a breathing corpse. (23) A heart which does not melt when Sri Hari's names are being 
uttered (either by oneself or by others) is hard like stone. And when the heart melts, tears 
rush to one's eyes and the hair stand erect. (24) Dear Suta, what you say is most agreeable 
to the mind. Now tell us what Sri Suka (the son of Vyasa), the foremost of devotees and 
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perfect in the knowledge of the Spirit, told king Pariksit in reply to his excellent question. (25) 


Thus ends the third discourse in Book Two of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 


known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IV 
The king asks a question about the creation of the universe and 
the sage Suka commences his discourse 
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Sita continued : On hearing these words of Sri Suka (the son of Vyasa), which enabled 
him to ascertain the truth concerning the Supreme Spirit, king Pariksit (the son of Uttara) 
exclusively devoted his pious mind to Sri Krsna feet. (1) He shook off (ina moment) the deep- 
rooted attachment which he had conceived all that time for his own body, wife, sons, 
residence, animals, wealth and kinsmen as well as for his kingdom, that had known no 
trouble. (2) Having come to know of his death (beforehand), the high-minded Pariksit 
renounced all his duties connected with the first three objects of human pursuit (viz., 
Dharma, Artha and Kama). He then established his complete identity with Lord Vasudeva 
and, full of deep reverence for hearing the glory of Sri Krsna, asked Sri Suka the same 
question which you are now asking me, O most holy ones. (3-4) 
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The king said : All-knowing and sinless as you are, O divine sage, your words are quite 
true. Even as you proceed with your discourse on Sri Hari the gloom of my ignorance 
disperses. (5) | further wish to know how the Lord by His own Maya (deluding potency) 


creates this universe, the mysteries of which even the greatest gods (like Brahma) find it 
difficult to unravel. (6) Also tell me how that all-pervading Lord protects the universe and how 
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again He destroys it. Possessed as He is of innumerable powers, which of them does that 
Supreme Person assume when He plays with His own Self, transforming Himself into so 
many playthings, and creates and then destroys (a number of universes). (7) Indeed it 
appears difficult even for the wise, O divine sage, to comprehend the doings of Lord Sri Hari 
of marvellous deeds. (8) (I should also like to know) how the Lord, who is one (without a 
second) assumes all at once the three Gunas of Prakrti in order to perform the various 
functions (of creation etc.), or manifesting Himself in different forms (as Brahma and so on) 
assumes them in succession. (9) Since you are well-versed in the Vedas and have also 
realized the Supreme Spirit, kindly respond to this enquiry of mine. (10) 
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Sita said : Thus implored by the king to discourse upon the excellences of Sri Hari, the 
sage Suka fixed his thought on Lord Sri Krsna (the Inspirer of all senses) and commenced 
his reply as follows : (11) 
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’ Sri Suka said : Obeisance to that Supreme Person of infinite glory, who in order to carry 
on His sportful activity of creating, preserving and destroying the universe has (in the form 
of Visnu, Brahma and Siva) assumed the three Saktis in the shape of Sattva (harmony), 
Rajas (activity) and Tamas (darkness), nay, who is the Inner Controller of all beings and 
whose true nature and ways cannot be apprehended through the intellect.(12) Salutations 
again to Him who roots out the sorrows and sufferings of the virtuous (and bestows on them 
the boon of His love), who puts a stop to the (material) growth of the wicked (and grants them 
liberation) and further confers on those who have entered the order of Paramahamsas 
(recluses) the boon (of Self-Realization) sought after by them; for all (animate and inanimate) 
beings are His manifestations (and hence He has no partiality for or prejudice against 
anyone). (13) Hail, hail to You who foster Your devotees, but are far from the reach (elude 
the grasp) of those that are destitute of Devotion, and who by virtue of Your divine nature, 
unequalled and unsurpassed, delight in Your own essence which is known by the name of 
Brahma (the Absolute). (14) Salutations again and again to that Lord of most auspicious 
renown, by singing whose praises, by thinking of, seeing, greeting and adoring whom and 
by hearing whose glory men are cleansed of their impurities at once. (15) Hail, hail to that 
Lord of most blessed renown, by taking refuge in whose feet the wise shake off from their 
mind the attachment to this as well as to the other world and attain to the state of Brahma 
without any exertion. (16) Ascetics and those devoted to charity, men of high repute and 
those who have controlled their mind and senses, the knowers of the Mantras and men of 
righteous conduct never attain blessedness without dedicating themselves to His feet. To 
that Lord of most blessed renown we make obeisance again and again. (17) The Kiratas, the 
Hunas, the Andhras, the Pulindas, the Pulkasas, the Abhiras, the Kankas, the Yavanas, the 
Khasas and other sinful races no less than others of sinful conduct are purged of their sins 
even by taking refuge in those who depend on Him. To that all-powerful Lord we offer our 
greetings. (18) May that Lord be gracious to me, who is the very Self to the wise and the 
supreme Lord of His devotees, who is Veda itself (to those devoted to ritual acts), nay, who 
is Dharma (righteousness) personified (to those given to righteous conduct) and austere 
penance (to men of askesis), and whose reality is looked upon with wonder by sincere 
devotees like Brahma, Sankara and others. (19) May that Lord of Sri (the goddess of 
prosperity and beauty), the Lord of sacrifices, the Lord of all created beings, the Ruler of all 
intellects, the Lord of the earth, the Protector as well as the asylum of the Andhakas, the 
Vrsnis and the Satvatas and the Lord of the holy ones be gracious to me. (20) The wise 
realize the truth of the Self with the help of their reason, purified through Samadhi in the form 
of meditation on His feet, and describe It according to their own predilection. May that Lord 
Mukunda (the Bestower of Liberation and Divine Love) be gracious to me. (21) Egged on by 
Him at the dawn of creation to revive in Brahma's heart the memory of the past cycle, 
Saraswati (the goddess of wisdom) appeared from the latter's mouth (in the form of the 
Vedas) with all her limbs (in the form of Siksa or Phonetics, Grammar and so on). May that 
Lord, the foremost of the disseminators of wisdom, be propitious to me. (22) Having created 
these bodies out of the five gross elements (viz., earth, water, fire, air and ether) that all- 
pervading Lord indwells them as the Purusa (the individual soul) and, endowed with sixteen 
instruments (the five senses of perception, the five organs of action, the five vital airs and 
the mind) enjoys their sixteen objects. May that Lord lend charm to my expression. (23) Hail 
to the omniscient Lord Vedavyasa (who is no other than Lord Vasudeva), from whose lotus- 
like lips the devotees drink the nectar of wisdom. (24) 
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Questioned by the sage Narada, O Pariksit! Brahma (the self-born), the repository of the 
Vedas, taught to that sage this very gospel, which Sri Hari Himself had imparted to him 
earlier. (25) 

Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Two of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Narada said : My obeisance to you O god of gods, creator of all beings, forefather of all. 
Kindly instruct me in that wisdom which makes one realize the truth of the Spirit. (1) My lord, 
kindly tell me in essence the truth about this universe, as to what its characteristics are, on 
what it is supported, by whom it has been created, where it ultimately rests, by what power 
it is ruled and what it essentially is. (2) You surely know all this; for you are the lord of that 
which has come to be, that which is still to come and that which is coming into existence. 
Like a fruit of the emblic myrobalan on the palm of one's hand, the universe is within the range 
of your knowledge. (3) What is the source of your special knowledge and by whom are you 
supported ? To what power do you owe your allegiance and what is your essential nature? 
Single-handed you create all beings out of the five elements by dint of your own Maya 
(wonderful creative energy)! (4) Even as a spider spins a web out of its own mouth without 
any exertion and sports in that web, so do you create all beings in your own self by your own 
energy and remain unchanged yourself. (5) Of all that is known through a certain name, form 
and qualities, in this world, O lord, | know of nothing, animate or inanimate, high, low or 
mediocre, which has its source in anything other than you. (6) By the fact that even you (the 
supreme Ruler of all) practised austere penance with great concentration of mind, you 


bewilder us and lead us to suspect that there is someone higher than you. (7) Omniscient 
as you are , O Ruler of all, | ask you all this. Pray, therefore, instruct me in such a way that 
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| may follow your teachings correctly. (8) 
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Brahma replied : Laudable is this enquiry of yours, dear child, who are full of compassion 
to all; for you have thereby urged me to reveal the Lord's glory. (9) Itis not without truth either 
what you have spoken about me, my son. For, until one has come to know Him who is even 
greater than me, all this greatness appears as belonging to me. (10) | (seem to) manifest 
(bring forth) the universe, which stands manifested by the self-effulgent Lord, much in the 
Same way as the sun and fire, the moon and the other planets as well as the other stars and 
the lunar mansions (seem to) illumine it (the universe) even though it stands illumined by the 
Lord. (11) | bow to the same Lord Vasudeva and meditate on Him. Deluded by His Maya, 
which is so difficult to conquer, people (like you) speak of me as the father of the universe.(12) 
Nay, bewildered by that Maya, fools vauntingly speak of the body as their self ('I') and of all 
that belongs to it as 'mine’, although this Maya is too shy even to stand the Lord's look. (13) 
In reality, O divine sage, there is no substance other than Lord Vasudeva—neither the 
elements nor Karma (destiny) nor Time nor Swabhava (nature) nor the individual soul. (14) 
Narayana (Lord Visnu) is the goal of the Vedas; the gods have sprung from the limbs of 
Narayana; the sacrifices are meant to please Narayana and the worlds attained through such 
sacrifices are so many limbs of Narayana's Cosmic Body. (15) Narayana is the ultimate 
object of all Yoga (concentration of mind); all austere penance is intended to propitiate 
Narayana. All wisdom is directed towards Narayana and all paths lead to Narayana. (16) He 
is atonce the Seer and the Ruler; though immutable, He is all-embracing. Itis He who created 
me; and, encouraged by His glance, | evolve this creation. (17) The Lord is infinite and 
beyond the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti); it is His Maya that has assumed these three 
Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—for the purpose of creation, preservation and destruc- 
tion.(18) Through the agency of the elements, the senses and the gods presiding over the 
senses, these Gunas (modes of Prakrti) bind the individual soul who is subject to Maya, 
though ever free in essence, with the consciousness that he is the physical body, the senses 
and the mind, all in one. (19) The selfsame Lord, who transcends sense-perception, 
envelops Himself beyond recognition with these three sheaths of matter. He is the Ruler of 
all beings as well as of myself, O Narada ! (20) 
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Intent upon becoming many (at the dawn of creation), the Lord of Maya assumed at will 

(pressed into His service for the purpose of creation) by His own Maya (deluding potency), 
Time, Karma (Destiny of the Jivas) and Swabhava (their innate disposition) that had already 
existed in a latent form in His being. (21) Time disturbed the equilibrium of the three Gunas, 
Swabhava transformed them and from Karma was evolved Mahat (the principle of cosmic 
intelligence), all these functioning through the power of the Lord Himself. (22) From Mahat, 
as it underwent transformation, dominated as it was by Rajas and Sattva, emanated an 
evolute which was dominated by the element of Tamas (darkness, opacity) and was made 
up of three factors—Dravya (substance), JAana (intelligence) and Kriya (activity). (23) This 
was known by the name of Ahankara and became threefold as it underwent transformation. 
Its three varieties are Vaikarika (Sattvika), Taijasa (Rajasika) and Tamasa, which are 
severally predominated, O Narada, by the force of JAana, Kriya and Dravya. (24) From the 
Tamasa Ahankara, the origin of the five gross elements, as itunderwent transformation, was 
evolved ether. Sabda (sound) is the subtle form as well as the distinctive characteristic of this 
element; and it is sound which furnishes a clue to the seer and the seen.*(25) 
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From ether, as it underwent transformation, sprang up the element of air, which is 
characterized by the quality to touch. Having inherited the characteristics of its cause (ether), 
itis further characterized by the quality of sound. Vitality, energy, zeal and strength are only 
other names of air. (26) From the element of air, even as it underwent transformation under 
the impelling force of Time as well as of the Destiny and innate disposition of the various 
individual souls, was evolved fire, which is characterized by the quality of colour and has also 
inherited the characteristics of its chain of causes, viz., sound and touch. (27) From the 
element of fire, even as it underwent transformation, sprang up water, which is characterized 
by the quality of taste. It is further characterized by the qualities of colour, touch and sound, 
which it has inherited from its chain of causes (fire, air and ether). (28) From the element of 
water, even as it underwent transformation, came into being the earth, whichis characterized 
by the quality of smell as well as by the qualities of taste, colour, touch and sound, which it 
has inherited from its chain of causes { water, fire, air and ether). (29) From theSattvikaEgo 


* Suppose someone standing behind a wall loudly exclaims “Elephant ! elephant !* Here it is this ejaculation that indicates 
the presence of the man who sees the elephant. as well as of the object he sees. 
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sprang up the cosmic Mind (as well as the deity presiding over the same, viz., the moon-god) 
and the ten deities severally presiding over the five senses of perception and the five organs 
of action, viz., the Digdevatas, the wind-god, the sun-god, Varuna, the twin-gods Aswins (the 
physicians of the gods), the god of fire, Indra (the lord of paradise), Lord Visnu (appearing 
as a younger brother of Indra and therefore called Upendra), Mitra (one of the twelve sons 
of Aditi) and Prajapati*(30) From the Rajasika Ego, as it underwent transformation, were 
evolved the ten Indriyas—the five senses of perception, viz., the auditory sense, the sense 
of touch, the sense of sight, the sense of taste and the olfactory sense, and the five organs 
of action, viz., the organ of speech, the hands and feet, the organ of generation and the organ 
of excretion. Again, the intellect, which is the faculty of cognition, and Prana the faculty of 
action, are also the evolutes of the Rajasika Ego. (31) 
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O Narada (the foremost among the knowers of Brahma), so long as these categories— 
the gross elements, the Indriyas, the mind and the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti— 
remained dissociated they could not erect a house in the form of a body. (32) Then, urged 
by God's power, they combined with one another and, assuming between themselves the 
role of cause and its effects, produced both the cosmic and the individual body. (33) The 
macrocosm in the form of an egg lay on the causal waters in a lifeless condition fora thousand 

years. With the help of Time as well as of the destiny and innate disposition of the individual 
souls, however, at the end of this period the Lord (who is the life-giver of all) infused life into 
this egg. (34) Bursting open that (Cosmic) egg, issued therefrom the same Supreme Person 
(the Cosmic Being) with thousands of thighs, feet, arms and eyes and thousands of faces 
and heads too. (35) It is in His limbs that the wise locate the various worlds comprised in this 
universe—the seven lower spheres below His waist and the seven higher spheres above His 
hip and loins. (36) The Brahmana (the priestly class) represents the mouth of this Cosmic 
Being and the Ksatriya (the warrior-ciass), His arms. The Vaisya (the trading class) 
emanated from the Lord's thighs and the Sidra (the labouring and artisan classes) from His 
feet. (37) The seven subterranean spheres and the sphere of the earth are located in His 
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* Of the ten gods enumerated above, the Digcevatas preside over the auditory sense, the wind-god over the sense of 
touch, the sun-god over the sense of sight, Varuna over the sense of taste and Aswins over the olfactory sense. Again, the god 
of fire presides over the organ of speech. Indra over the hands, Upenara over the feet. Mitra over the organ of excretion and 


Prajapati (the god presiding over creation) over the organ of generation. 
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lower limbs—from the feet up to the waist, the Bhuvarloka (the space between the earth and 
heaven) in His navel, the Swarloka (Indra's paradise) in the heart, and the Maharloka in the 
breast of that Supreme Being . (38) Even so Janaloka is located in His neck, Tapoloka in His 
breasts, and the Satyaloka, the (comparatively) eternal abode of Brahma, in His heads. (39) 
Again, the Atalaloka is located in His waist, the Vitalaloka in His thighs, the holy Sutalaloka 
(the abode of Prahlada, Bali and other devotees as well as of the Lord Himself as the divine 
Dwarf) in His knees, the Talatala in His shanks. (40) Even so the Mahatala is located in His 
ankles, the Rasatala in the fore part of His feet, and the Patala in His soles . In this way the 
Supreme Person represents the aggregate of all the fourteen worlds. (41) (According to 
another arrangement) the sphere of the earth is located in His feet, the Bhuvarloka in His 
navel, and the Swarloka in His head. This is how the three worlds are located according to 
this arrangement.(42) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse in Book Two of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samphita. 
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Brahma continued : The mouth of the Cosmic Being is the birth-place of the organ of 
speech as well as of the god of fire (the deity presiding over it;) the seven Dhatus or essential 
ingredients of His Body (viz., skin, flesh, blood, fat, marrow, sinew and bone) are the source 
of the seven Vedic metres (viz., Gayatri, Jagati, Usnik, Tristubh, Anustubh, Pankti and 
Brhati); and even so His tongue is the source of all kinds of food—the food of the gods, the 
food of the manes and the remains of both (which is like ambrosia for human beings)—of the 
six varieties of taste, as well as of the sense of taste, and the birth-place of Varuna (the deity 
presiding over the same). (1) His nostrils are the excellent source of all the five kinds of vital 
airs (viz., Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana) as wellas of the element of air; similarly 
His olfactory sense is the birth-place of the twin-gods, Aéwins (the celestial physicians) and 
the source of all kinds of foodgrains, as well as of all ordinary and special odours. (2) His 
sense of sight is the source of all colours as well as of the lights that reveal them; while His 
eyes are the source of heaven and the birth-place of the sun. Even so His ears are the source 
of the four cardinal points as well as of all sacred places; His sense of hearing, of ether and 
its special characteristic, sound, while His limbs are the source of the essence of all things, 
and the receptacle of all loveliness. (3) His sense of touch is the source of touch as well as 
of the element of air and even so of all kinds of sacrificial performances. Similarly the hair 
on His body are the source of all kinds of trees and plants or (according to another view) of 
such of them as contribute to the performance of sacrifices. (4) His hair are the source of 
clouds and His beard and moustaches, of lightning; while the nails of His fingers and toes 
are the source of rocks and iron. Similarly His arms are the birth-place of the guardians of 
spheres, who are mostly engaged in the work of protecting the universe. (5) His stride is the 
support of the three worlds—the earth, the region of the air and heaven; while Sri Hari's feet 
are the source of security and protection as also the place where all one's desired objects 
can be had. (6) The penis of the Cosmic Being is the source of water, the seminal fluid and 
creation, and the birth-place of the god of rain as well as of Prajapati (the god presiding over 
creation); while His faculty of generation is the source of delight resulting from copulation 
for the sake of offspring. (7) Even so His organ of excretion, O Narada, is the birth-place of 
Yama (the god of retribution) as well as of the god Mitra, and the origin of the function of 
evacuating the bowels; while His anus has been spoken of as the source of all destruction 
of life, the origin of hell and the birth-place of Mrtyu (the god of death) as well as of Nirrti (the 
goddess of poverty). (8) His back is the source of defeat and unrighteousness, as well as of 
Tamas (the principle of darkness or opacity). His arteries and veins are the source of big and 
small rivers, while the system of His bones is the source of mountains. (9) The abdomen of 
the Cosmic Being is known to be the source of the Unmanifest (Primordial Matter), the chyle 
and the oceans and the origin of all beings as well as of their dissolution; while His heart is 
reputed to be the source of the mind. (10) Even so the Citta (Reason) of the Supreme is the 
excellent source of Dharma (righteousness and the god presiding over it), myself (Brahma), 
yourself (Narada), Sanaka and his three brothers (Sanatana, Sanandana and Sanatkumara) 
and Lord Siva, as also of Vijfiana (understanding) and the faculty of reason. (11 ) Myself and 
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yourself, Lord Sankara, those elder brothers of yours ( Sanaka and others), the gods, 
demons and men, the Nagas, birds, deer and reptiles, the Gandharvas and _ celestial 
nymphs, the Yaksas, Raksasas and BhUtas (ghosts), serpents and beasts, the manes, the 
Siddhas, Vidyadharas and Caranas (the celestial bards), trees and other species of living 
beings residing either in water, on land or in the air, the planets and lunar mansions, comets 
and other stars, lightnings and thundering clouds—nay, all this universe, past, present and 
future, is no other than the Supreme Person. It is by Him that all this stands pervaded and 
it covers only a span of the Cosmic Being. (12—15) Even as the sun shines outside while 
illumining its own orb, so does the Supreme Person cast His effulgence inside as well as 
outside the univétse, while illumining His own Cosmic Body. (16) He transcends all that is 
subject to death as well as the fruit of action, and is the lord of that immortal and fearless state 
(of Moksa). That is why, O divine sage, no one can fathom the glory of the Supreme 
Person.(17) All the worlds represent only a fraction of the Supreme Person and itis in these 
worlds, forming part of the Lord, that all created beings are known to reside. And it is in the 
three highest heavens (viz., Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka) standing above Maharloka, 
which itself exists above the three worlds, that immortality, security and fearlessness have 
been established. (18) The three Agramas or stages of life, viz., those of the Brahmacaris 
(lifelong celibates) Vanaprasthas (forest-dwellers or anchorites) and the Samnyasis 
(recluses), none of whom begets children, constitute His three feet, which have their abode 
outside the three worlds (viz., the earth, the region of the air and heaven); while the fourth 
foot, viz., the stage of the householder, who does not observe a vow of long celibacy, dwells 
inside the three worlds. (19) The scriptures speak of two paths—the Path of Action, which 
has been characterized as Avidya or ignorance (because of its being conducive to rebirth) 
and the Path of Upasana (meditation on God), which has been designated as Vidya 
(because it leads to Knowledge or the Realization of Truth). The Jiva (embodied soul) follows 
either of these two paths, the first of which leads to enjoyment and the other to final beatitude; 
while the Supreme Purusa is the foundation of both. (20) Even as the sun, though illumining 
and warming all with its rays, is yet distinct from all, the Lord, from whom was evolved this 
universe in the form of an egg as well as His Cosmic Body, consisting of the five gross 
elements (earth, water, fire, airand ether), the ten Indriyas (the five senses of perception and 
the five organs of action) and the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), (though indwelling all these 
and manifest in their form) is entirely beyond the universe as well as His Cosmic Body . (21) 
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When | sprang up from the lotus in the navel of this Cosmic Being, | found no materials 

for sacrifice beyond the limbs of the Supreme Person. (22) Of these requisites, O noblest 
sage, | collected from the limbs of the Cosmic Being Himself materials for sacrifice such as 
the animals to be sacrificed, trees for sacrificial posts, blades of Kua grass, this sacrificial 
ground (where Brahma evidently happened to be at the time of the discourse) and a most 
advantageous time (spring etc.), for the performance of a sacrifice, vessels and other 
necessary things, cereals (like rice, barley and so on), clarified butter and other only 
substances, saps of Soma and other plants, gold and other metals, earths of various kinds, 
water, the sacred texts of the Rgveda, the Yajurveda and the Samaveda and the duties of 
the four chief priests officiating at a sacrifice (viz., Hota, Adhvaryu, Udgata and Brahma), the 
names of sacrifices (such as Jyotistoma etc.), and Mantras (such as Swaha etc.), as also 
the sacrificial fees and the sacred vows to be observed during the performance ofa sacrifice, 
the mention of the gods, the texts laying down the process of conducting sacrifices, the formal 
undertaking of a vow (to perform a sacrifice) and the process of performingit, the movements 
at the close of a sacrifice and contemplation on the deities, expiatory ceremonies for errors 
and omissions and offering the whole performance to the Lord. (23—26) Having thus 
collected all the materials from the limbs of the Cosmic Being, | worshipped with those very 
materials the same Supreme Person, Lord Visnu. (27) Then these your (elder) brothers, the 
nine lords of creation (Marici and others), with perfect concentration of mind, adored the 
Supreme Person, who is manifest (in the form of the Cosmic Being) and unmanifest (as the. 
inner controller of all beings). (28) Thereafter, when the time came, the Manus and the other 
Rsis (seers), the manes, the gods, the demons and men, all worshipped the Lord through 
sacrifices. (29) This universe, O Narada, rests on the support of the same Lord Narayana, 
who, though essentially devoid of all attributes, assumes innumerable attributes at the dawn 
of creation by His Maya. (30) | create the universe as commissioned by Him; Lord Hara 
(Siva), under His control, dissolves it; while He Himself as the Purusa (Lord Visnu) preserves 
it. In fact, itis He who has assumed the three powers of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas (severally 
for the purpose of creation, protection and dissolution). (31)Thus, dear son, have | told you 
what you enquired of me. There is nothing in this creation, whether existing as a cause Or 
an effect, which is other than the Lord. (32) My words, dear Narada, are never observed to. 
be false; my mind too never conceives a false idea and my senses are never led astray either. 
This is because | have ever contemplated on $ri Hari with a longing heart. (33) | am Veda 
personified, my life is full of austere penance and | am the lord of Prajapatis (the progenitors, 
of races) and adored by them all; nay, | practised Yoga in all thoroughness with a, 
concentrated mind. Yet | failed to realize Him to whom | owe my existence. (34) | bow to His 
most blessed feet, which are the home of all auspiciousness and end the cycle of birth and 
death in the case of those who take refuge in Him. Even as the sky knows not its limits He 
too is unable to realize the extent of His own Maya (deluding potency); how, then, can others 
know it ? (35) Neither myself nor you (my sons) nor even Vamadeva (Lord Siva) knows His 
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true nature; how, then, could the other gods know it ? Our mind is so confounded that we fail 
to comprehend the reality even of this universe, whichis a creation of His Maya, but 
merely speculate about it according to our own understanding. (36) 
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Hail to that Lord whose descent in the world of matter and exploits (in the course of such 
descent) myself and others constantly sing, but whom none of us knows in reality. (37) That 
unborn Primal Person Himself creates, protects and dissolves Himself (in the form of this 
universe) within Himself and by Himself, cycle after cycle. (38) He is pure (subjective) 
absolute consciousness uniformly abiding as the inner Self of all. He is ever true and perfect, 
has no beginning or end, andis attributeless, eternal and one without a second. (39) Narada, 
those who are given to contemplation realize Him only when they have perfectly subdued 
their body, senses and mind. He, however, disappears from our view when He is assailed 
by the sophistical reasoning of the wicked. (40) The first manifestation of the Supreme is the 
Purusa (the Cosmic Being). Besides Him, Time, Swabhava (innate disposition), Prakrtiin the 
form of cause and effect, and mind, the five gross elements, the Ego, the modes of Prakrti 
(viz., Sattva etc.), the senses, the Cosmic Body, the Cosmic Being and the bodies of all 
animate and inanimate beings are all manifestations of the all-pervading Lord. (41) Nay, 
myself, Bhava (Lord Siva), Lord Visnu, these lords of created beings, Daksa andothers, nay, 
yourself and other devotees like you, the protectors of heaven (Indra and others), the 
guardians of the feathered kingdom (Garuda and so on), the rulers of the mortal world and 
the protectors of the subterranean regions (Sesa and others): the lords of the Gandharvas 
(the celestial musicians), Vidyadharas and Caranas (the celestial bards): the leaders of the 
Yaksas, the Raksasas, the serpents and the Nagas; the foremost among the Rsis (seers) 
and the manes; the lords of the Daityas, the Siddhas and the Danavas; other than these, 
such as the rulers of the Pretas, Pisacas, Bhutas, Kismandas, aquatic creatures, beasts and 
birds; nay, whatever in this world is endowed with supernatural powers, glory, vigour, 
resolution, physical strength and forbearance, or whatever is possessed of splendour, 
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decorum, good fortune and intellectual acumen, that which has a wonderful colour and 
whateveris with or without formis the same as the ultimate Truth. (42—44) Again, O Narada, 
the scriptures have described the chief among the sportful descents of the Lord, and | shall 


presently narrate those most delightful stories, which dry up the impurities of the ears. Please 
drink this nectar to your heart's content. (45) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse in Book Two of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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Discourse VII 
The stories of the Lord's sportful descents 


aeaenta «saree a aparsiva ane «aa 8 | 
Brahma continued : When the infinite Lord assumed the form of the divine Boar, 
representing all kinds of sacrifices, and determined to lift the earth (from the bottom of the 
ocean), Hiranyaksa (the very first progeny of Diti) came upon Him (for an encounter) inside 
that great ocean and the Lord tore him to death with His tusks even as Indra (the wielder of 


the thunderbolt) clipped the wings of the mountains. (1) 
aM waerad qaaM Fa arpa afaorar | 
aewt wate aid way ATT gitar: | 2 | 
Next He was bornas the son of Ruci (who belonged to the class known as the Prajapatis 
or lords of created beings) and his wife Akati ( 2 daughter of the very first Manu 
Swayambhuva) under the name of Suyaijfia (who held the position of Indra in the first, i.e., 
Swayambhuva Manvantara), and begot through His Consort, Daksina, a group of gods who 
bore the title of Suyama. When (as Indra) He relieved the great affliction of all the three 
worlds, He was renamed by Swayambhuva (His maternal grandfather) as Hari (the Reliever 
of distress). (2) 
wa a wep fe tage aie: FA qaharenia SAT | 
Sa WaSseaTa qmagugnien, faya afro aft sae! 2 | 
Again He was born, O Narada, as the son of Kardama (another Prajapati) and his wife 
Devahati (under the name of Kapila) with nine sisters, and imparted to His mother the 
Knowledge of the spirit, by means of which she wiped off in the course of that very life the 
dirt of attachment to the world of matter, which had polluted her heart,and attained to thi 
state of Kapila (i.e.. final beatitude). (3) 
apraanfuaiga ae st at narefafa ae Wa A Se | 
aaa gaa faaeel amigargeeat aegearen: | | 


Pleased with the sage Atri (one of the seven sages who held the office of the Saptars 
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during the first Manvantara and was so-called because he had transcended the three Gunas 
or modes of Prakrti), who sought from Him a son, He said, "I have given Myself as a son to 
you !" That is why the Lord became known by the name of Datta* (when He was born as 
a son of Atri). Purified in body by the dust of His lotus-feet, Yadu, Sahasrabahu (who was 
born inthe clan of Ksatriyas bearing the title of 'Haihaya’ ) and other kings realized the twofold 
consummation of Yoga (in the shape of enjoyment and liberation). (4) 
aH amt fataactnfagan 4 anet Gar ATA: B AG aASATL | 
i Wa We Aa aaa! & | 
At the dawn of creation | (Brahma) practised austerity for the purpose of creating the 
various worlds. As a result of that penance of mine the eternal Lord appeared in the form 
of the four brothers (Sanatkumara, Sanaka, Sanandana and Sanatana), all of whom bear the 
word 'Sana’ as a part of their names, and fully expounded in the present Kalpa the truth of 
the Spirit, which had been lost during the Dissolution at the end of the preceding Kalpa, and 
which the sages forthwith perceived in their heart (as a result of that exposition). (5) 
ata caceaiams get ant ax si wau-waa: | 
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Of Marti, a daughter of Daksa and the wife of Dharma (the god of virtue), He was born 
as the twin sages Narayana and Nara, who were unequalled in the glory of their austere 
penance. The celestial nymphs who accompanied the god of love as his army to conquer 
them beheld there other nymphs, as charming as themselves, evolved by dint of their Yogic 
power, and could not violate the sanctity of their vow. (6) Pious souls (like Lord Siva) may 
burn down the god of love with their angry look; but they cannot burn anger, which they 
find too much to endure and which burns their own self. Such anger is afraid to enter the 
pure heart of the divine sages Nara and Narayana; how, then, could lust ever penetrate 
their mind ? (7) 
fag: voegieumints wat sets aque aati 
WaT Bele gana yor saat fer: qara qa aque! < | 


Pierced by the shaft-like words of his step-mother (Suruci) in the presence of his royal 
father (king Uttanapada), Dhruva, who was yet a child, betook himself to the woods to 
practise austere penance. Pleased with the praises that he uttered, the Lord bestowed upon 
him an eternal abode (in the shape of the polar star) which celestial sages extol ( to this day) 
while coursing round it both up and down. (8) 

aye = fewareraufagedrert RT 
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King Vena (a descendant of Dhruva) having gone astray, all his power and fortune was 
burnt by the thunderbolt of the Brahmanas' curse and he was about to descend into hell. 
When, therefore, the Brahmanas prayed to the Lord, He appeared in the form of Prthu 
(through the churning of Vena's dead body) and rescued Vena, thus earning the epithet of 
‘Putra’ (a son).f It was He again who used the earth as a cow and milked all its rich produce 

* ‘Datta’ is a passive past particle from the root 'Da’ (to give) and therefore means " Given". 

t ‘Putra ‘ (Put+tra) literally means he who saves his father from the hell named ‘Put’, into which a man dying without a 
son is hurled— 


Wa aang Fa Ba Taek Ba: | TH Ya Sha Wi: asa SST 1 
(Manu) 
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(in the shape of foodgrains etc.) for the benefit of the world. (9) 
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He was (further) born of king Nabhi and his wife, Sudevi (Merudevi), as Rsabha, who 
having completely rid Himself of all attachment and thoroughly composed His mind and 
senses, established Himselfin His spiritual essence and, regarding everything with the same 
eye, practised uninterrupted meditation, appearing as an idiot; which state has been spoken 
of by great seers as the state of a Paramahamsa ( one who is ever absorbed in abstract 
meditation). (10) 
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The same Lord, who presides over and is worshipped in all sacrifices, personally 
appeared at my (Brahma’s) sacrifice as Hayagriva (one who has the head of a horse), with 
a golden complexion, who is Veda personified and represents all the sacrifices and all the 
deities in His person and from whose nostrils, even as He breathed, issued forth the holy 


Vedas. (11) 
meat Garena aaawer: arora ffaesitatenracn: | 
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During the universal dissolution (at the end of the sixth or Caksusa Manvantara, that 
preceding the present one) the would-be Manu (king Satyavrata) beheld the Lord in the form 
of the divine Fish, who, being the stay of the earth (that appeared in the form of a boat), 
supported all classes of living beings. Picking up the Vedas, that had dropped from my 
(Brahma's) mouth into the most dreadful ocean (that had washed away and submerged the 
entire creation), He continued to sport therein (till.the next creation). (12) 


eftiearaneraqaaMng aaa ayaa aieea: | 
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When the leaders of the immortals and the Danava chiefs commenced churning the 
ocean of milk to get nectar out of it, the primal Deity assumed the form of the divine Tortoise 
and bore on His back Mount Mandara (which served as the churnin god). Now as the 
mountain revolved on His back, the friction relieved the itching thereon and brought Him a 


nap. (13) 
Sapieus a qed Fer weypiecynisa | 
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In order to dispel the great fear of the gods (the denizens of heaven) the Lord assumed 
the form of a Man-Lion (Nrsirha) with a face which looked most frightful on account of His 
restless eyebrows and moving jaws. When the demon chief (Hiranyakasipu, elder brother 
of Hiranyaksa) assailed Him with amace froma distance, the Lord quickly (seized and) threw 
him down on His thighs; and even as he tried to wriggle out, the Lord ripped up his belly with 
His claws. (14) 


Seized by the foot inside a lake by an alligator of vast strength, the famous elephant (who 
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happened to be the leader of his herd) felt much distressed and, holding up a lotus in his trunk, 
called out thus: "O Primal Person, O Protector of all the worlds, O Lord of sacred renown, 
Whose names are auspicious to hear!" (15) Hearing his invocation, the infinite Lord Sri Hari 
appeared on the scene, armed with His celebrated discus (Sudargana) and mounted on the 
shoulders of Garuda (the king of the birds). He severed the head of the alligator with the 
discus and, taking the elephant, who sought His protection, by his trunk graciously rescued 
him (from the enemy's mortal grip). (16) 
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Though the youngest of all the (twelve) sons of Aditi, Lord Visnu (the Deity presiding over 
sacrifices) was the foremost among them in point of virtues, as is evidenced by the fact that 
He covered all the three worlds by His strides the moment king Bali gave Him the promise 
to grant Him land (measuring three paces). Although in the form of a dwarf He thus wrested 
the earth (from Bali) under the pretext of asking for land measuring three paces, He 
demonstrated to the world at large (by His example) that a man who sticks to the path of 
righteousness cannot be overthrown even by the all-powerful except through solicitation.(17) 
Dear Narada, to acquire sovereignty over the gods (the position of Indra)—this was not the 
object sought for by Bali, who placed on the crown of his head (as a token of reverence) the 
water in which the foot of the Lord (who had taken strides to measure the three worlds) had 
been washed, nay, who was not the least inclined to do anything other than that which he 
had solemnly undertaken (even though warned and cursed by his own preceptor, Sukracarya) 
but offered to Sri Hari his own body (to be measured as the third step) by placing his head 
at the Lord's feet. (18) 
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Immensely pleased with your highly developed devotion, O Narada, the Lord (appearing 
as the divine Hamsa) taught you the Yoga of Devotion as well as the divine wisdom, which 
is like a lamp to reveal the truth of the Spirit and which only men who have taken refuge in 
Lord Vasudeva can easily grasp.(19) In the various Manvantaras the Lord (appearing as the 
Manu) preserves the race of the Manus and wields His authority over all the ten directions— 
an authority which is unobstructed like the discus of Lord Visnu (Sudarsana)—spreading by 
His exploits His charming glory up to the highest heaven, Satyaloka, which lies even beyond 
Maharloka, Janaloka and Tapoloka, and inflicting punishment (in the capacity of Manu) on 
the wicked kings (from time to time). (20) 
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And, descending into this worlds as Dhanvantari (a king of Kasi), who is glory itself, the Lord, 
on the very utterance of His name, immediately cures the diseases of men who suffer from 
numerous ailments. Nay, He won the rank ofimmortals and gota share in the sacrificial offerings.” 


* The story of king Dhanvantari has been told at length in Harivarnga (Harivarnga-Parva, 29) and there is a passing 
reference to Him in Srimad Bhagavata (IX.xvii. 4—29). 
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Again, it was He who taught (to the world) Ayurveda (the science of healthy and long 


life). (21) 
aa wa fafitesd seen seePerrad senior | 
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When the Ksatriya race turns out to be the enemy (rather than the protector) of the 
Brahmanas and abandons the path of virtue, as if courting the tortures of hell, nay, when it 
becomes a veritable thorn in the side of the world and is exalted by Providence only for its 
destruction, the Supreme Spirit appears as Parasurama of tremendous prowess and 
exterminates it thrice seven times with His sharp-edged axe. (22) 
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Ever disposed to shower His grace on us (Brahma and the other gods), will the Lord of 
Maya take His descentin the line of kswaku (as SriRama) along with His part manifestations 
(Bharata, Laksmana and Satrughna) and in obedience to the command of His father (king 
Daégaratha) go in exile to the forest, accompanied by His Spouse (Sita) and younger brother 
(Laksmana). There the ten-headed monster (Ravana) will make Him his enemy and come 
to grief. (23). When Sri Rama (reaches the seashore), intent like Hara” (Lord Siva) upon 
burning His enemy's city, the whole host of alligators, serpents and crocodiles in the ocean 
will feel terribly oppressed by the very look of the Lord, whose eyes will turn crimson with 
wrath stirred by separation from His beloved Consort (Sita); and Ocean with his limbs all 
trembling due to fear will immediately allow Him a passage. (24) (During Ravana's encounter 
with Indra in the course of his conquest of the four quarters) the tusks of the elephant 
(Airavata) bearing Indra on its back were smashed as they struck against Ravana's breast, 
painting the quarters white with (the clouds of) their dust. This made Ravana, the conqueror 
of all the quarters, laugh (in exultation). When, however, he carries off the Lord's Spouse 
(Sita) and stalks (with pride) between the two contending armies (on the battle-field of 
Lanka), the Lord will immediately put an end to his laughter (pride) as well as his life with 
the mere twang of His bow. (25) 
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* There is an allusion here to Lord Siva's famous expedition against the city of Tripura. 
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In order to relieve the oppression of the earth, which will be overrun by the armies of kings 
who are secondary incarnations of demons (the enemies of gods), the Lord will be partially 
born as Sri Balarama and Sri Krsna, representing severally a grey and a dark hair* of the 
Deity. In these forms He will perform feats bearing testimony to His greatness, even though 
His ways are beyond the comprehension of the common people. (26) To suck out the life of 
the demoness Ulikika (Pitana) even as a new-born babe (of less than ten days), to turna 
cart upside down with His foot, while yet three months old, and to knock down two very high 
Arjuna trees while crawling on His hands and knees between them—all these feats are such 
as cannot be conceived to have been performed by anyone else than the Lord Himself. (27) 
Living in Vraja, He will bring back to life the cattle of Vraja as well as their keepers—who meet 
their death by drinking the poisonous water of the Yamuna—by casting His gracious look at 
them. And further in order to purify the waters of the Yamuna He will sport in that river and 
expel the serpent Kaliya, whose tongue is ever restless due to the vehemence of the fierce 
poison. (28) The same night, when the (dry) forest of rushes (surrounding them on all 
sides) begins to be consumed by wild fire and the entire Vraja is dead asleep (on the bank 
of the Yamuna), that Lord of incomprehensible power with Balarama will ask them to close 
their eyes, and save them from certain death. This exploit of the Lord will be indeed 
supernatural.(29) Every cord that His mother (Yasoda) catches hold of to bind her Child 
with will prove inadequate. Nay, when the cowherd lady (Yasoda) beholds the (fourteen) 
spheres in His mouth, even as He yawns, she will at first be filled with dismay and then 
she will be roused to a sense of His supreme divinity. (30) Again, He will rid His father 
Nanda of fear (of the python) and deliver Him from Varuna's noose and will further rescue 
the cowherd boys that will be shut up in caves by the demon Vyoma (Maya's son). Nay, 
He will take to His own (eternal and blissful) Abode, Vaikuntha, the people of Gokula, even 
though they remain working all day long and, due to over-exertion, sleep as a log at 
night.(31) When, on the yearly sacrificial offering (to Indra) being stopped by the cowherds 
(Nanda and others), the god of rain will pour down torrential showers all over the territory 
of Vraja for the destruction of that land, the Lord in His anxiety to protect (them as well as) 


* By speaking of Sri Balarama and Sri Krsna as representing the Lord's hair Brahma means to say that a single hair 
{the minutest fraction) of the Lord is enough to relieve to earth's burden. The statement is further intended to indicate the 
fair and dark complexion of Sri Balarama and Sri Krsna respectively. In reality, however, Sri Krsna is the integral Divinity, 
the Lord Himself— ‘==irq Wary 7444". 
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their cattle will, atthe (tender) age of seven, graciously and sportfully hold up on His untiring 
hand Mount Govardhana even as a tall mushroom for seven days (consecutively). (32) 
While sporting in the groves (of Vrndavana) on a night bright with the rays of the full moon, 
He will, as a prelude to His Rasa dance, pour out (from His flute) a sweet and prolonged 
melody, which will kindle the flame of love in the heart of the young cowherdesses (and 
draw them to the lovely spot). (In the course of the Rasa dance that follows) an attendant 
of Kubera (Sankhaciida by name) will carry them off and the Lord (while rescuing them) 
will sever his head* (33) Nay, (demons like) Pralamba, Dhenuka (who lived in the form of 
a donkey), Vaka, Kesi and Arista, champion wrestlers (such as Cantra), the elephant 
(Kuvalayapida), Karnsa, the Yavana hero (Kalayavana), the demon Naraka (born of Earth), 
Paundraka (who had assumed the false appearance of Sri Krsna and posed as the real Sri 
Krsna) and so on; even so other champions like Salva, Dwivida (the monkey chief), Balwala, 
Dantavaktra, the seven bulls (of king Nagnajit), the demon Sambara, king Viduratha 
(Dantavaktra's brother) and Rukmi (brother of Rukmini); the kings of the Kambojas, the 
Matsyas, the Kurus, the Kekayas, the Srfijayas, and other bragging warriors who will appear 
on the field of battle, armed with a bow, will be slain by Sri Hari Himself under the assumed 
names of Balarama, Arjuna, Bhima and so on, and attain to His divine Abode. (34-35) 
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By flux of time the intellectual calibre of men gets dwarfed and their life too becomes 
short. When, therefore, the Lord realizes that the import of the entire Veda—which 
embodies His teachings—can no longer be grasped by them, He manifests Himself in 
every cycle through the womb of Satyavati (as Vedavyasa) and splits up the tree of Veda 
into many branches. (36) 
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When the demons (the enemies of the gods), though devoted to the path of the Vedas, 
will destroy the people with their (aerial) citadels of invisible velocity, built by Maya (their 
architect), the Lord will assume a garb that will delude their mind and prove most alluring to 
them, and teach them many a heresy. (37) At the close of the Kali age, when there will be 
no discourses on Sri Hari even in the residences of pious souls, when the twice-born (the 
Brahmanas, the Ksatriyas and the Vaigyas) will turn heretics and the Sudras will become 
the rulers of men, nay, when the uttering of "Swaha", "“Swadha" and "Vasat't will be heard 
no more (when there will be no talk of sacrifices to gods of offering oblations to the manes), 
the Lord will appear as Kalki (the Punisher of Kali). (38) 


ai adseqaht za a er: IR a erase: | 
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* Although the incident connected with Sankhacuda did not occur the very night the famous Rasa dance took place, 


the two events have been promiscuously joined together apparently because Brahma is making only a passing reference 
to the pastimes of the Lord and is not so attentive to details. 


+The words ‘Swaha' and 'Vasat' are uttered when an offering is made to the gods; while every oblation that is offered to 
the Pitrs is accompanied with the utlerance of the word ‘Swadna’. 
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It is the same Lord of infinite powers who manifests the glories of His Maya ( 
creative faculty) in the form of austere penance, myself (Brahma) and the nine se! 
the lords of created beings, at the time of creation, in the form of Dharma (the go 
Lord Visnu (the Deity presiding over sacrifices), the fourteen Manus (the prog 
protectors of mankind), the immortals and the rulers of the earth, at the time of p 
and in the form of Adharma (the spirit of unrighteousness), Hara (the god of dest 
class of serpents (residing in the nethermost regions) known by the name of N 
and demons etc., at the time of dissolution of the universe. (39) Whatman, gifted 
in this world could catalogue the powers of Lord Visnu, even though he might hé 
all the particles of dust on the earth ? (As the Lord proceeded to measure thet 
with His strides), He raised His legs with such irresistible force that the whole ut 
the outermost sheath of Prakrti (primordial matter) to the highest heaven (Satya 
to shake violently, when He supported it by His own might. (40) (O Narada !) ne 
nor those elder brothers of yours (Sanaka and others) know the whole truth abc 
who is a storehouse of innumerable potencies, Maya (who brings forth and wi 
herself the entire creation) being one of them. How, then, could others know 
Primal Deity, Lord Sesa (the serpent-god); who is possessed ofa thousand mo 
reach His end even to this day, though he has been singing His praises (from € 
They alone are able to cross the Lord's Maya (deluding potency), SO difficult to ( 
know it in reality, to whom that infinite Lord extends His grace, which is possib 
they take refuge in His feet with their whole being and ina guileless manner. A 
alone who cease to look upon their body, which is the food of dogs and jackals 

or as their own. (42) Dear Narada, it is | who know the wonderful creative e 
Supreme Being, and so do you and your elder brothers (Sanaka and others) 
(Siva), Prahlada (the foremost of the Daityas), the celebrated Swayambhuva | 
wife (Satardpa), as well as their sons and daughters, kings Pracinabarhi, Rbl 
Dhruva: even so kings Ikswaku (the eldest son of Vaivaswata Manu), Purura’ 
la), Mucukunda, Videha (Janaka), Gadhi (father of the celebrated sage Viswar 
Ambarisa, Sagara, Gaya, Yayati (the son of Nahusa) and others; and s 
Manchata, Alarka, Satadhanu, Anu and Rantideva: Devavrata (Bhisma), the 
Bali as well as kings Amurtaraya and Dilipa; the sages Saubhari, Utta 
Pippalada, Saraswata and Paragara as well as kings Sibi and Bhdrisena and 
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Uddhava, Vibhisana, Hanuman, Upendradatta (Suka), Arjuna (Prtha's son), Arstisena, 
Vidura and Srutadeva know His Maya. (483—45) Women and Sudras (members of the 
labouring and artisan classes) as well as the Hinas and Sabaras and those leading a sinful 
life, nay, even lower animals such as birds and beasts who have been taught to imbibe the 
virtues of the Lord's devotees, much more those who follow the teachings of the Vedas, are 
able to realize the true nature of the Lord's Maya and cross the same. (46) 
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The substance of the Supreme Spirit is ever most serene and free from fear and of the 
nature of absolute consciousness. Itis untainted by Maya, and destitute ofall diversities and 
is beyond the real as well as the unreal. It is beyond the reach of words (both sacred and 
profane) and transcends the fruit of actions which is attained as a result of diverse course 
of discipline. Nay, even Maya, who is ashamed to stand before It, flees away from Its 
presence. (47) That is the essential character of the Lord, the Supreme Person, which the 
wise realize as Brahma (the Absolute), which is free from sorrow and of the nature of eternal 
bliss. Having fixed their mind on Him, ascetics neglect even the means of discarding the 
notion of difference (viz., Self-Knowledge), just as Indra, being himself the god of rain, has 
no use fora spade which is employed in digging wells. (48) Itis the Lord, again, who bestows 
on man the fruit of his actions; for it is He who inspires all noble acts that are performed in 
accordance with the natural disposition of the doer. Even when the body gets dissolved as 
a result of its constituents in the form of the elements being disintegrated, the unborn Spirit 
dwelling in it does not, any more than the ether interpenetrating it. (49) 
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Thus have | talked to you in brief, dear child, about the Lord who creates the universe by 
His very thought. Whatever there exists as cause or effect is no other than Sri Hari, although 
the latter stands even apart from it. (50) This is the ‘Bhagavata' which the Lord was pleased 
to teach me. It describes in brief the glories of the Lord : do you now expand it. (51) Proceed 
with this work of amplification with a will that men may develop devotion to Lord Sri Hari, the 
Universal Spirit and the Sustainer of all. (52) The mind of the man, who proceeds to describe 
the Lord's Maya, or approves of another describing it or reverently hears it described 
everyday, is never deluded by Maya. (53) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Two, comprising among other things 
the dialogue between Brahma and the sage Narada, of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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SATSAISeATA: 
Discourse VIII 
King Pariksit asks various questions of the sage Suka 


wart 
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The king said : Narada is wont to reveal the form of the Lord (to those who i 
His sight), O holy sage. Therefore, when Brahma (the Creator) urged him to d 
length) the virtues of the Lord who transcends the three Gunas (modes of Praki 
particular individuals did he discourse about those virtues and in what manner 
curious to know this in reality (from you), who are foremost among the knowers of 
for the stories of Sri Hari, who possesses marvellous powers, are a source of | 
blessing to the world. (2) Tell me, highly blessed sage, how am | to fix my mindw 
from all attachment, on Sri Krsna, the Soul of the universe, before casting off this 
The Lord enters before long the heart of the man who daily listens with revere 
stories and also narrates His doings. (4) Reaching the lotus of His devotees, he 
the cavity of their ears, Sri Krsna rids it of all impurities even as autumn turns tt 
rivers etc.) clear. (5) He whose heart is thus purified is rid of all afflictions (of mt 
and would never abandon the soles of His feet, just as a traveller (who has retu 
after a long and tedious journey would not leave his own roof. (6) 


qearaaacien: aoren: § Ydenfermt: (saree: 9 aTetit wa 

The soul, O divine sage, has no connection with the elements (matter); yetit’ 
which is made up of these very elements. You know in reality whether this hi 
matter of course or due to some causes (Karma etc.). (7) The Lord, from who 
(navel) sprang up the lotus representing the fourteen worlds, has been spoken o 
endowed with the same limbs and the same number of limbs as an ordinary h 
the measurements alone being His own. Hence He is just like a common man. | 
then, does He differ from man ?) (8) Itis by His grace that Brahma, who represer 
creates them: and itis by His grace alone, that he was able to behold His divine 
born of the lotus sprung from His navel. (9)Where does that Supreme Person, W 
of Maya and the Indweller of all hearts, and from whom proceed the creation, 
and destruction of the universe, rest after throwing off (the veil of) His Maya? | 
heard from yourself that the various worlds together with their guardian deities 
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—— the limbs of the Supreme Person, and then again they were conceived as His 

imbs. (11 
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Whatis the length of a Mahakalpa and smaller Kalpas (Vikalpas) ? How is (the passage 
of) time which is referred to by the words ‘past’, future’ and ‘present’ to be known ? And what 
is the allotted span of life of creatures that have identified themselves with their physical 
body? (12) Again, how can the subtle and long movements of time be perceived ? And how 
many destinies are there to be reached through Karma (action) and what is their character, 
O noblest sage ? (13) Of the Jivas (embodied souls) who seek the fruit of the three Gunas 
(in the shape of birth in the higher or lower species of life) what type of Jivas resort to whal 
kind of action in what manner and for what kind of fruit ? (14) How do the earth and Patale 
(the nethermost sphere), the four quarters and the sky, the planets and the stars, the 
mountains and rivers, seas and islands and the creatures inhabiting these come intc 
existence ? (15) What are the dimensions of the egg-shaped universe, within and without ‘ 
Pray, tell me also the stories of exalted souls and the distinctive character of the differen 
Varnas (grades of society) and Aéramas (stages of life). (16) Kindly also let me know the 
characteristics of the various Yugas, the duration of each andthe course of duties prescribe: 
for each, on the one hand, and the most wondertul stories of Sri Hari's descent (in the worl 
of matter) on the other. (17) What are the common duties enjoined on men (in general) an 
what are their special duties ? Again, what are the duties peculiar to men following th 
different trades ? Further let me know the duties of royal sages as well as of men living i 
adverse circumstances. (18) Kindly also tell me the number of the various categorie 
(ultimate principles), their distinctive character as also their characteristic causality inrespel 
of certain other categories, the method of worshipping the Supreme Person as well as of tr 
Yoga taught by the sage Patafijali (what is known as the Astangayoga or Yoga with its eig 
limbs). (19) Again, what are the powers acquired by masters of Yoga and what is the 
destiny? And how does the Linga Sarira (subtle body) of the Yogis dissolve ? Again, wh 

- is the distinctive character and the theme of the Vedas and the subsidiary Vedas (such i 
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Ayurveda or'the science of medicine) as well as of the Dharma-Sastra (the books on law), 
the Itihasas (epics) and Puranas ? (20) How do the creation, preservation and dissolution 
of all beings take place ? And what is the process of performing Vedic rites and works 
recommended by the Smrti texts (such as the digging of big and small wells and tanks, 
construction of temples to gods and gardens etc., and bestowing food* ) as well as acts 
which are prompted by some selfish desire ? Again, what is the unobjectionable method of 
pursuing the three objects of human aspiration (viz., Artha or worldly possessions, Dharma 
or religious_merit and Kama or sensuous enjoyment)? (21) How are the Jivas whose 
individuality has been merged in Prakrti (Primordial Matter) during a Mahapralaya (the 
dissolution of the universe that takes place at the end ofa Brahma's life) invested witha body 
again ? And how does a heretical doctrine make its appearance? What is meant by the 
bondage and emancipation of a soul and, again,what is meant by the soul realizing its true 
character ? (22) How does the Lord, who is absolutely independent and all-pervading, sport 
with His own Maya and how after throwing off (the veil of) His Maya does He stand 
unconcerned as a witness? (23) O great and divine Sage, pray, tell me all this in reality one 
after another, since | have approached you with the above questions and have sought refuge 
in you. (24) You are an authority on these Subjects just like the self-born Brahma (the highest 
god). Others, however, (blindly) follow only what has been done by the ancestors of those 
who have gone before them. (25) Rest assured, O divine sage, that this life of mine is not 
going to depart but for (the curse of) the enraged Brahmana, even though | am abstaining 
from all food, drinking as | am the nectar (dripping from your mouth) in the form of the stories 
of Lord Acyuta. (26) 
Wd sara 
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Sita continued : Thus invited by king Pariksit, who had been rescued in his mother's 
womb by Lord Visnu (Sri Krsna) Himself, to narrate the Stories of the noble Lord in the midst 
of that assembly (of sages), the sage Suka was highly pleased. (27) He expounded the same 
Bhagavata-Purana which had been taught by the Lord Himself to Brahma (the Creator) at 
the beginning of the Brahmakalpa (the very first Kalpa of the present round of creation), and 
which is held in the same esteem as the Vedas. (28) He proceeded to answer seriatim all 
the questions that had been asked by Pariksit, the foremost of the scions of Pandu. (29) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse entitled "A Statement of Questions" 
in Book Two of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana , 
otherwise known as the Paramaharmsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 
Brahma beholds the divine Abode of the Lord and is taught by Him 
the text of the Bhagavata, consisting of four couplets only 
a 
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Sri Suka said : Even as a man can have no connection whatsoever with the objects 
(seen by him in a dream), so can the soul, that transcends all material sheaths and is 
consciousness itself, have no connection in reality with the phenomena (of this world), O 
king, except through the Lord's Maya (deluding potency). (1) It is on account of this 
multiformed Maya that the Spirit too appears as endowed with diverse forms; and when he 
begins to take delight in the material objects of sense, he develops the feeling of 'l'and'mine' 
(with reference to the body and all that pertains to it). (2) Rid of all delusion, however, when 
he begins to revel in the glory of his own self, which is beyond the realm of Time and beyond 
Maya (the Lord's deluding potency), he discards both these notions (of 'I' and 'mine') and 
transcends the three Gunas. (3) (I now proceed to expound) the truth which the Lord was 
pleased to teach Brahma, in order to enlighten him on the essential character of the Spirit, 
while revealing to him His own divine form in approbation of his true penance. (4) 
a snfeat wat at qe: wieerer fagaden 
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Sitting in his own abode (the lotus from which he had emanated), that primal deity, the 
supreme preceptor of all the three worlds, began to meditate with intent to proceed with the 
work of creation. But he failed to obtain the vision which is regarded as valuable for this 
purpose, and with the help of which the creation of the phenomenal world could be taken in 
hand. (5) While he was yet absorbed in thought, Brahma (the deity presiding over the entire 
creation) once heard near him in the causal waters a word of two syllables, viz., the sixteenth 
and the twenty-first letter- sounds among the twenty-five hard consonants (and 4¥=73,) i.e., | 
practise penance) uttered twice. Itis this penance, O Pariksit, which is known to be the wealth 
of men of renunciation. (6) On hearing this word, Brahma looked aboutin all directions, eager 
to behold the speaker. But, failing to perceive any other being, he resumed his seat on the 
lotus once more and, taking it to be a sound advice, set his heart on penance as if enjoined 
(by the Lord). (7) That foremost ascetic of all those given to austere penance, endowed as 


he was with unfailing vision, controlled his breath and mind, subdued his senses of 
perception as well as his organs of action and with a composed mind practised for a period 
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of one thousand celestial years (or 3,60,000 human years) penance which illumined all the 
worlds (i.e., revealed to him a plan of the entire universe). (8) 
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Pleased (with his penance), the Lord fully revealed to him His own supreme Abode, 
higher than which there is no other realm, nay, which is absolutely free from afflictions, 
bewilderment and fear, and which is extolled on all sides by highly enlightened souls who 
have been blessed with His sight. (9) Neither Rajas (passion) nor Tamas (the darkness of 
ignorance), nor even Sattva (the quality of goodness) mixed with either prevails there. The 
all-destroying Time too is powerless there and even so Maya (illusion); how, then, can the 
progeny of Maya (attachment, greed etc.) find their way into that realm ? Nay, the attendants 
of Sri Hari who reside there are adored by the gods and the demons alike. (10) Possessed 
of a transparent swarthy complexion and lotus-like eyes, clad in yellow, most charming to 
look at and extremely delicate of body, they are all endowed with four arms, highly 
resplendent themselves and further beautified by gold ornaments set with superb shining 
gems. Some of them (who have not attained identity of form with the Lord) possess the hue 
of corals, cat's-eyes or lotus stalks and are adorned with brilliant ear-rings, diadems and 
garlands. (11) Glittering all round with rows of brilliant and glorious aerial cars of exalted 
souls, which are further illumined with the splendour of most charming ladies, that divine 
realm shines like the sky with its line of clouds accompanied by flashes of lightning. (12) 
Endowed with a most lovely form, Sri (the goddess of fortune) adores in that realm the feet 
of the Lord (who is widely sung ) in many ways with her other manifestations (figuring as her 
female companions such as BhUudevi, Liladevi and so on). Nay, sitting in a swing, she sings 
the exploits of her beloved lord, while her own praises are sung by the bees (the attendants 
of Spring) at the time. (13) 
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Brahma beheld there the Protector of all His devotees, the Lord of Sri, the enjoyer of 
sacrifices, the omnipresent Ruler of the whole universe, being waited upon by the foremost 
of His personal attendants, Sunanda, Nanda, Prabala, Arhana and others. (14) Ever 
disposed to shower His grace on His servants, He bears nectar in His look and wears a 
gracious smile on His countenance. He has reddish eyes, is adorned with a crown and ear- 
rings, is ever clad in yellow and can be easily distinguished by His four arms as also by a 
golden streak borne on His (right) breast as a symbol of (His beloved Consort) Goddess 
Laksmi. (15) That universal Lord occupies an excellent and most valuable throne, is 
surrounded by His twenty-five Saktis or potencies (viz., the Spirit, Prakrti, the Mahat-tattva, 
the ego, the mind, the ten Indriyas, the five subtle elements and the five gross elements, all 
in a personal form); and endowed with His six eternal and divine attributes (viz., lordship, 
righteousness, renown, prosperity, wisdom and dispassion—all in their fullest measure), 
which are incidental in others, He (constantly) revels in His own blissful essence. (16) 
Brahma's heart was flooded with rapture at the sight of the Lord: the hair stood erect on his 
person and tears rushed to his eyes due to excess of love. The Creator of the universe bowed 
to His lotus-feet, which are attained by pursuing the path of the Paramahamsas (those who 
have renounced the world). (17) The Lord, who had evoked Brahma's love, was delighted 
at heart to see His beloved Brahma standing before Him in a suppliant mood, full of love and 
joy, and fit to receive His commands for the creation of living beings. He took Brahma by 
the hand and then addressed him in accents illumined with a gentle smile. (18) 
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The Lord said : With the knowledge of all the Vedas stored up in your heart you have 
thoroughly pleased Me by your prolonged penance carried on with the intention of creating 
the universe. (You know) hypocritical Yogis can hardly please Me. (19) Ask of Me, the 
Bestower of all blessings, your cherished boon and you will be blessed (with that). The pains 
that men take for the good of their soul, O Brahma, reach their fruition in My sight. (20) You 
practised such supreme penance only on hearing My command in the lonely waters (without 
seeing Me). That is why you have been blessed with the sight of My divine Abode according 
to My wishes. (21) | commanded you (to do penance) on that occasion only because you did 
not know how to proceed with the work of creation. Penance (you know) is My very heart (very 
dear to Me), O sinless one; while | am the very soul (essence) of penance. (22) It is by dint 
of penance alone that | create this universe and through penance | maintain it; and it is 
through penance, again, that! absorb it (within Myself). Nay, My strength consists in Benange 
which is hard to practise. (23) : 
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Brahma said : O Lord, You dwell in the heart of all beings as the witness and know by 
Your unobstructed wisdom what | intend doing. (24) Nevertheless, my Master, grant one 
request of this humble petitioner that | may be blessed with an insight into both the absolute 
and relative aspects of Your formless Being. (25) Even as a spider spins a web round itself, 
sports in it and then takes it back into its mouth, so do You, O Madhava (Lord of Maya) of 
unfailing resolve, through Your own Maya (creative will) multiply Yourself in the form of this 
universe, maintain it and then dissolve it all by Yourself, possessed as You are of manifold 
powers, and thus carry on Your sport, assuming various forms as and when necessary. Pray, 
therefore, bestow on me the insight by which | may be able to know how You do all this. (26-27) 
Let me unwearingly carry out Your instructions, O Lord; nay, while carrying on the work of 
creation, let me not, by Your grace, be attached to it (through the feeling of doership etc.). (28) 
Since you have acknowledged me as Your friend as any other friend would (by clasping my 
hand and through other such gestures), O Lord, let me not be puffed up with pride, thinking 
that | am immune from birth etc., so long as_| remain engaged in Your service in the form 
of creating living beings and, unperplexed in mind, classify the Jivas (according to their 
natural characteristics and past actions). (29) 
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The Lord said : Do you receive the most esoteric knowledge, as well as the realization, 
which is going to be imparted by Me, about Myself, as also the truth of Devotion and all that 
is accessory to it. (30) By My grace you shall have true knowledge about Me, as to how great 
| am, what is My essential character, in how many forms do | manifest Myself, what virtues 
do | possess and what are My doings. (31) Prior to this creation | alone existed and that too 
in my absolute state. Other than Me there was nothing gross or subtle, nor the cause of both, 
viz., Prakrti (Primordial Matter). | exist even after creation as well as in the form of this 
phenomenal world and! am also that which remains (after all this has disappeared). (32) That 
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which makes it possible for something inexplicable to appear in My Being (as apart from Me) 
without any corresponding reality, just like the illusion of asecond moon, and which obscures 
My Being (even though | am present everywhere), like the presence of the planet Rahu 
(which has a shadowy form) in the midst of the other luminaries, should be regarded as My 
Maya (deluding potency). (33) Even as the gross elements (earth, water etc.) may be said 
to have entered (the bodies of) all living beings, both great and small, (made up as they are 
of those very elements) after their creation, and they can as well be said not to have entered 
them (in that they already.inhered in them as their material cause), similarly | can be said to 
have entered the bodies of these living beings as their indwelling Spirit (when they are viewed 
materially), and | can equally be said not to have entered them (when they are viewed 
spiritually, there being no other reality than the Spirit, i-e., Myself). (34) He who is eager to 
know the truth of the Spirit should enquire into and_ascertain that Reality alone which is 
proved to exist everywhere and at all times—whether you argue by the negative process, 
excluding everything else as ‘not that’, 'not that’, or by the positive method of affirming 
everything as that. (35) Establish yourself fully in this doctrine of Mine through perfect 
concentration of mind. By doing so you shall never be confounded (fall a prey to egotism etc.) 
while creating the diverse forms of life in the course of the various Kalpas. (36) 
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Sri Suka continued: Having thus instructed Brahma (the supreme Ruler of all created 
beings), the unborn Lord Sri Hari withdrew that form of His while the former stood gazing (with 
wonder). (37) Brahma, who represented all beings, bowed with joined palms to Sri Hari, who 
had now concealed His perceptible form, and created this universe as before ( in the 
foregoing round of creation). (38) Eager to secure the good of all created beings, Brahma, 
the lord of creation and the protector of righteousness, once practised the various forms of 
self-control (Yamas)* and religious observances (Niyamas) with a view to achieving thatend, 
which he regarded as his own purpose. (39) (During that period) O king, the great sage 
Narada, who was the most beloved of all his sons and an eminent devotee of the Lord, and 
was eager to know (from Brahma) the Maya (ihe wonderful power) of Bhagavan Visnu, the 
Lord of Maya, waited upon him as an obedient servant and tully gratified his father by his good 


* The Yoga-Sitras (Aphorisms on Yoga) of Maharsi Patafijali enumerate the Yamas and Niyamas as below :— 
algaracstaaeraaisierer aa: 1 (II. 30) 


"“Non-violence, truthfulness, non-thieving, continence and non-accumulation of worldly possessions are the five 


Yamas." 
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conduct, modesty and self-control. (40-41) Finding his father (Brahma), the forbear of the 
entire creation, pleased (with him), the celestial sage humbly asked him the same questions 
that you have asked me. (42) Delighted (all the more by his questions) Brahma (the Creator 
of beings) repeated to his son (Narada), this very Bhagavata-Purana containing ten 
distinctive features, which was taught to him by the Lord Himself. (43) Narada (in his turn), 
O king, imparted the same to the sage Vyasa (my father) of boundless glory, while the latter 
was meditating on the supreme Brahma on the bank of the river Saraswati (vide I.v. 
above).(44) | shall (presently) tell you (in the form of the same Bhagavata-Purana) in reply 
to your questions on the subject, how this universe emanated from the Cosmic Being, and 
answer all your other questions too (through the same Purana). (45) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse in Book Two of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


& 
RE SSS 


BAA Saas: 
Discourse X 
The ten characteristic features of the Bhagavata 
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Sri Suka continued: Sarga, Visarga, Sthana, Posana, the Utis, the Manvantaras, 
iSAnukathas, Nirodha, Mukti and Asraya; these are the ten topics discussed in this 
Bhagavata-Purana. (1) Men of true knowledge aver that the first nine topics have been 
discussed in this Purana only in order to present a clear conception of the tenth or the last 
(viz., ASraya, i.e., the all supporting Brahma). This they have deduced in some cases from 
the actual words of the text itself and in other cases from their purport. (2) The creation (in 
the reverse order) of the gross and subtle elements, the senses of perception and the organs 


SSsaasas SAA aa: | (IT. 32) 


"Purity of mind and body, contentment, austerity, study of the Vedas or repetition of the Divine Name and 
meditation on God are the five Niyamas.” 
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of action, and the mind, the ego and the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) 
due to disturbance in the equilibrium (and the resultant transformation) of the three Gunas 
or modes of Prakrti, brought about by the will of God, has been spoken of as ‘Sarga’; and the 
creation of animate and inanimate beings by Brahma (himself born of the Cosmic Being) is 
called Visarga. (3) The triumph of the Lord (as revealed by the fact that living beings created 
by Him keep within their bounds) is known by the name of 'Sthiti and the Lord's grace on 
His devotees is termed as 'Posana’. Again, the virtuous conduct of the saintly Manus 
(presiding over the different Manvantaras) has been referred to by the term ‘Manvantaras'; 
_while the latent desires of the various creatures, which lead to their bondage 
through interested action,are known as ‘Utis'. (4) Even so the life-accounts of the various 
manifestations of Sri Hari as well as of His saintly devotees, supplemented by various other 
stories, have been termed as ‘JSakathas’. (5) 'Nirodha' means the withdrawal of the individual 
soul with all its qualifications or adjuncts into the Lord subsequent to His retirement (falling 
into Yoganidra). And when the Jiva relinquishes its assumed character (doership etc.) and 
realizes its true nature (Brahmahood), they call it ‘Mukti or emancipation of the soul. (6) 
Finally, that from which are known to proceed the creation, preservation and dissolution (of 
the universe) is what they call ‘the 'Asraya’, which is spoken of (in the scriptures) as the 
supreme Brahma or the supreme Spirit (Paramatma). (7) The same perceiving subject (the 
individual soul) which identifies itself with the sense of perception also exists in the form of 
the deities presiding over the senses of perception (the sun-god and others); while the 
physical body, which distinguishes the senses from the deities presiding over them, serves 
as the condition (Upadhi) of the individual soul. (8) When itis clear that in the absence of 
anyone of these we cannot perceive the other two, it follows that He (God) who knows all 
these three is the 'Asraya’ or support of all and this latter has no other support than 
Himself. (9) 
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When the aforesaid Cosmic Being emerged-from the egg-shaped universe and stood 
apart, He began to look out for a foothold for Himself; and with this object in view that Being 
of pure intentions created the holy waters. (10) Having evolved from the Supreme Person 
(also called 'Nara’) these waters were known as ‘Nara’ (that which proceeds from ‘Nara’); and 
since He lived on these waters of His own creation for a thousand (celestial) years He 
became known as Narayana (He who resides in the 'Nara’). (11) The gross elements (the 
material of which this universe is made), Karma (the destiny of the Jivas), Time, the mutability 
of Matter and the Jivas exist only by His grace and cease to exist the moment He grows 
indifferent towards them. (12) Awaking from His Yoganidra (deep trance), Lord Narayana, 
who was all alone (till this moment), now sought to multiply Himself and by dint of His Maya 
(wonderful energy) split up His effulgent seed-body into three parts—the Adhidaiva, the 
Adhyatma and the Adhibhuta. Hear now (O Pariksit !) how the unitary energy of the Lord 
came to be divided into three parts. (13-14) 
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When the Cosmic Being bestirred Himself, there arose from the space within His body 
the acuteness of the senses, strength of will and strength of body as well. And from these 
sprang up Prana, the chief of all the vital airs. (15) Just as the attendants ofa king follow him, 
even so the senses in all living beings are active when this Prana is active but cease to be 
active the moment this Prana becomes inactive. (16) With the free movement of the Prana 
the Cosmic Being was overcome with hunger and thirst; and the moment He felt inclined to 
eat and drink a mouth appeared in Him in the first instance. (17) From the mouth came out 
the palate, in which the sense of taste was produced; and thence were evolved the different 
kinds of tastes, which are experienced by the sense of taste (as well as the deity presiding 
over the same). (18) When the Cosmic Being felt inclined to speak, there emanated from His 
mouth the god of fire (the deity presiding over the organ of speech), the organ of speech itself 
and the act of speaking, which depends both on the organ of speech and the deity presiding 
over the same. Till then the Cosmic Being remained under water controlling His breath for 
a pretty long time. (19) When, however, His breath sought an outlet and pressed forward, 
a pair of nostrils appeared in Him. And as He felt inclined to perceive smell, there appeared 
in His nose the olfactory sense as well as the wind-god (the deity presiding over the sense 
of smell), the bearer of smell. (20) When there was darkness all about Him and He felt inclined 
to see Himself and other things, there appeared in Him a pair of eyes, the sun-god (the deity 
presiding over the sense of sight) and the sense of sight; and thence followed the perception 
of colour (the object of sight). (21) On the Vedas proceeding to awaken Him (through hymns 
of praise addressed to Him) and on the Cosmic Being feeling inclined to hear them, there 
appeared in Him a pair of ears, the Digdevatas (the deities presiding over the four quarters 
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as well as the auditory sense) as well as the auditory sense itself; and thence followed the 
perception of sound (the object of the auditory sense). (22) When, again, the Cosmic Being 
felt inclined to experience the softness or hardness, lightness or heaviness and warmth or 
coolness of objects, there appeared in Him the skin (the seat of the tactile sense) and on the 
skin there arose the hair (the sense perceiving touch as well as the itching sensation), the 
trees (the deities presiding over the hair) as well as the wind-god (the deity presiding over 
the tactile sense). Nay, He was also covered all over His skin, within as well as without, by 
the tactile sense, when followed the perception of touch (the object of the tactile sense). (23) 
As soon as the Cosmic Being felt inclined to perform various acts a pair of hands grew out 
of Him. In these hands there appeared the faculty of grasping things and even so Indra (the 
deity presiding over this faculty) as well as the act of grasping, which depends both on the 
faculty of grasping and the deity presiding overit. (24) Even as the Cosmic Being felt inclined 
to walk according to His will a pair of feet grew out of Him and along with them appeared Lord 
Visnu (the deity presiding over the feet) Himself as well as the faculty of locomotion, with the 
help of which people procure the materials for sacrifice. (25) When the Cosmic Being craved 
for offspring, sexual enjoyment and immortality (heavenly bliss procurable through a pious 
married life) a penis grew out of Him and even so there appeared in Him the faculty of 
copulation, the god Prajapati (the deity presiding over this faculty) and the pleasure arising 
from sexual commerce, which depends both on the faculty of coition and the deity presiding 
over the same. (26) On the Cosmic Being feeling the urge to void excrement there appeared 
in Him the anus and thereafter the faculty of defecation and then the god Mitra (the deity 
presiding over the organ of evacuation) as well as the act of defecation, which depends both 
on the faculty of evacuation and the deity presiding over it. (27) When the Cosmic Being felt 
inclined to pass from one body to another and leave the former with that end in view, there 
appeared in Him the navel and in the navel sprang up the vital air called '‘Apana' and then 
the god of death (the deity presiding over the ‘Apana’ air); and then came about the 
dissociation of Prana form Apana, i. e., death, which depends on both the 'Apana’ air and the 
deity presiding over the same. (28) On the Cosmic Being feeling inclined to take food and 
drink there appeared in Him the cavity of the abdomen, the intestines and the network of 
veins and arteries as well as seas (the deities presiding over the intestines) and rivers (the 
deities presiding over the blood vessels) and even so satisfaction and nutrition, the former 
of which depends on the intestines and the seas, and the latter on the veins and arteries and 
rivers. (29) When the Cosmic Being felt inclined toccontemplate on His own Maya (wonderful 
energy) there appeared in Him the heart and thereafter the mind, then the moon (the deity 
presiding over the mind) and last of all volition and desire, the two functions of the mind. (30) 
From the elements of earth, water and fire were evolved the seven constituents of the body 
of the Cosmic Being, viz., the thick outer skin, the thin inner skin, flesh, blood, fat, marrow 
and bone; even so from ether, water and air sprang up His vital air. (31) The senses of 
perception are all directed towards their objects, and the objects of sense are born of the 
Ego (the source of the elements). Mindis the seat of all morbid feelings; while Intellect reveals 
to us the reality of all objects. (32) | have thus described to you the gross form of the Lord; 
itis enveloped outside by eight sheaths, viz., earth, water, fire, air, ether, the Ego, the Mahat- 
tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) and Prakrti (Primordial Matter). (33) Beyond this 
is (the Lord's) most subtle form, which is unmanifest, unqualified, having no beginning, 
middle or end, eternal and outside the realm of mind and speech. (34) 
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Both the subtle and gross forms of the Lord, which | have described to you, are the 
creation of the Lord's Maya. Hence the wise refuse to accept either (for worship). (35) The 
supreme Lord is really actionless; it is by His own Maya that He becomes active. Assuming 
the form of Brahma, He reveals Himself both in the form of word and what it denotes, and 
evolves many anameand form and activity. (36) Prajapatis (lords of created beings), Manus, 
gods, Rsis (seers), the various classes of the manes, Siddhas, Caranas (celestial bards) and 
Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Vidyadharas (another class of demigods), Asuras (de- 
mons) and Guhyakas (Yaksas), Kinnaras (another class of celestial musicians), Apsaras 
(celestial nymphs), Nagas, serpents, Kimpurusas (another class of demigods) and snakes, 
Mairkas, Raksasas, PiSacas, Pretas, Bhitas and Vinayakas, KGsmandas, Unmadas and 
Vetalas, Yatudhanas and Grahas, birds and reptiles, beasts of prey and other animals, trees, 
mountains and all other names and forms in the universe, O king, are His. (87—39) All other 
creatures, both animate and inanimate, whether viviparous, oviparous, sweat-born or 
sprouting from soil, and living either in water, on land or in the air, are the good, bad or mixed 
fruit of corresponding actions (done in the past). (40) The predominance of Sattva 
(goodness), Rajas (passion) and Tamas (opacity or ignorance) is severally responsible for 
birth as a god, as a human being and as a denizen of hell or as a member of the sub-human 
species. Each of these three destinies is again sub-divided into three varieties according as 
each of the three Gunas is eclipsed by either of the other two Gunas (modes of Prakrti ) or 
not. (41) Having assumed the form of Visnu (whois all virtue) for the support and sustenance 
of the world, the same Lord preserves and sustains this universe by appearing from time to 
time in the guise of animals, men and gods. (42) Again, when the time comes, the Lord 
appears as Rudra (the god of destruction) from the fire of universal destruction and dissolves 
this universe, once created by Himself, even as a blast blows away a mass of clouds. (43) 
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The Lord, who is possessed of inconceivable power, has been described as above (as 
the creator, preserver and destroyer of the universe). The wise, however, should not regard 
Him only as such; for He is even beyond this description. (44) The Supreme has no doership 
in relation to the creation and other activities connected with this universe. Sruti texts ascribe 
it to Him only with a view to denying it; for the same has been superimposed on Him by 
Maya.(45) | have told you about the great Kalpa (cycle) connected with the appearance of 
Brahma as also about the other smaller Kalpas. The process of creation is the same in all 
the Kalpas, the only difference being that during a Mahakalpa (the Kalpa immediately 
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following a Mahapralaya or Final Dissolution) the whole process of creation begins anew 
(including even the transformation of Matter, from the evolution of Mahat down to the 
crystallization of the five elements); while in the other Kalpas (the Kalpas following a night 
of Brahma) it is only the bodies of the animate and inanimate beings that are created anew. 
(46) | shall describe in full the measures of time (both gross and subtle), the duration of a 
Kalpa and its divisions later on (in Book III). Now hear the story of the Padma Kalpa. (47) 
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Saunaka said : Sita, you told us how Vidura, who was the foremost of the Lord's 
devotees left his kith and kin, so very difficult to part with, and travelled on foot to all the 
sacred places on the earth's surface. (48) Where did he come to have a talk with the sage 
Maitreya (the son of Kusaru) on spiritual topics, and what was the truth that the venerable 
sage taught to Vidura in response to the latter's queries ? (49) Tell us all that story of Vidura, 
O gentle Suta, as also the circumstances in which he left his kinsmen and what led to his 
return. (50) 
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Sita said : King Pariksit too asked this very question. | now proceed to reproduce to you 
the discourse that the great sage (Suka) gave in response to the king's queries. (51) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse entitled “The Disposition of the limbs of the Cosmic Being" 
in Book Two of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita, a collection of eighteen thousand 
verses composed by the sage Vedavyasa. 
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Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana 
Book Three 


Discourse | 
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Sti Suka said : It was this very question that Vidura asked the worshipful sage Maitreya 
in the past, when the former had retired to the forest quitting his prosperous home. (1) It was 
at Vidura's residence that Lord Sri Krsna, the Ruler of the universe, who happened to visit 
Hastinapura as an ambassador of your forefathers (the Pandavas), called as if it were His 
own house, refusing the hospitality of the Paurava king (Duryodhana). (2) 
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The king said : Where did Vidura's meeting with'the worshipful Maitreya take place 
and when did he have a talk with him ? Kindly tell me all this, my lord. (3) Surely the question 
which the pure-hearted Vidura asked of the noblest sage Maitreya could not have been of 
small consequence, particularly when it was honoured with a reply by a saint of no mean 
order. (4) 
Yd Sara 
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Siita continued : Questioned as above by king Pariksit and much delighted at heart over 
this, the all-wise Suka, the foremost of sages, said in reply : "Listen !" (5) 
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Sri Suka proceeded : You know how king Dhrtarastra, who was not only blind but had 

alsolosthis rightjudgment and supported his wicked sons through unrighteousness (in their 
unrighteous ways), had his younger brother's fatherless sons (Yudhisthira and others) 
lodged in a house of lac and the same set on fire. (6) Nay, when in open court his second 
son (Duhsasana) dragged by the hair Dhrtarastra's own daughter-in-law and the spouse of 
king Yudhisthira (queen Draupadi), whose tears washed off the saffron painted on her bosom 
(she being covered by a single cloth), the king failed to stop that abominable act of his son. 
(7) The guileless king Yudhisthira, who was devoted to truth and regarded none as his 
enemy, was worsted in a gambling bout by unfair means (and sent in exile to the forest for 
a period of thirteen years); but when (on expiry of the term of exile) he returned from the 
forest, and asked back his share according to the terms of the agreement, Duryodhana 
refused to part with it, blinded as he was by infatuation. (8) When Sri Krsna, the Preceptor 
of the universe, was sent by Yudhisthira to the Kaurava court, He spoke there words which 
were full of nectar to His devotees (Bhisma and others); but the king (Duryodhana) attached 
no importance to them, since all his stock of merits had been exhausted. (9) Again, when, 
invited by his elder brother (Dhrtarastra), Vidura entered the latter's private chamber and was 
asked to give his advice, that crest-jewel of wise counsellors gave a piece of advice, which 
politicians still speak of (with reverence) as 'Viduraniti' (the Counsel of Vidura). (10) 
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Vidura said, “Return the share of Yudhisthira, who regards none as his enemy and who 

has been tolerating the wrongs done by you, even though they are hard to bear. He is 
followed by Bhima, whom you are terribly afraid of, and who with his younger brothers (Arjuna 
and others) is hissing in fury as a serpent. (11) The cause of the Pandavas (the sons of Prtha) 
has been espoused by Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) Himself, who is adored 
as a deity by Yadava chiefs, who is staying at present in His own capital (DwWaraka) having 
conquered big sovereigns, and who has all the Brahmanas and gods on His side. (12) It is 
evil incarnate that has entered your house in the person of Duryodhana, whom you are 
fostering as a son and who is an enemy of the Supreme Person (Sri Krsna). That is why you 
too have turned your face against Sri Krsna and lost your splendour. Therefore, in the interest 
of your race, abandon this unlucky fellow at once." (13) Vidura had a disposition which was 
coveted even by saints. But, when he uttered these words on that spot, the anger of 
Duryodhana and his companions—Karna, Duh$asana (Duryodhana's younger brother) and 
Sakuni (son of Subala and Duryodhana's maternal uncle )—knew no bounds. Their lips 
began to quiver and Duryodhana insultingly interposed :— (14) "Who has called this crooked 
son of a maid-servant here ? Hostilely disposed towards the master (myself) on whose 
crumbs he has grown fat, he works for the enemy's cause. Although his life may be spared, 
he should be banished from my capital at once." (15) Cutto the quick by these most poignant 
words, which pierced his ears like shafts, in the presence of his brother (king Dhrtarastra), 
but recognizing the greatness of the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) Vidura did not feel the 
least perturbed in mind and quietly left the palace himself, depositing his bow at the gate. (16) 
Vidura, whose birth in the race of Kurus had been secured as a result of great merit (who was 
an acquisition to the race of Kuru), departed from Hastinapura and, with a view to acquiring 
religious merit, undertook a pilgrimage to all holy places on the earth's surface, sacred to the 
Lord whose feet are ever hallowed, and where the Lord resides ina thousand and one forms 
(images). (17) Unaccompanied by anyone else, he visited on foot cities, sacred groves, 
mountains, bowers, rivers and lakes containing limpid water and holy places graced with the 
Lord's images. (18) He perambulated the earth in the garb of a recluse, so that he could not 
be recognized by his own people, lived on pure food such as fruits etc., dropped from trees, 
bathed in all sacred waters without exception, slept on the ground, never made his toilet, and 
observed vows that pleased Sri Hari.(19) 
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While he was yet travelling in the land of Bharatavarsa and reached Prabhasa (near 

Dwaraka), king Yudhisthira (son of Prtha) had established himself, with the help of Sri Krsna, 
as the universal and undisputed sovereign of the entire globe. (20) There (at Prabhasa) he 
heard how his kinsmen (the Kauravas) had perished due to mutual jealousy even as a thicket 
of bamboos is consumed by fire produced by the friction of one bamboo against another. 
Grieving over the holocaust, therefore, he quietly repaired to the bank of the Saraswati 
where it flows in a westerly direction. (21) On the bank of that river he (visited and ) stayed 
at (eleven) different spots—severally sacred to the memory of the sages Trita, Usana (the 
father of Sukracarya) and Asita, Swayambhuva Manu, king Prthu, the god of fire, the wind- 
god, king Sudasa, the cows, Guha (god Kartikeya,the eldest son of Lord Siva) and king 
Sraddhadeva (Vaivaswata Manu)—and many other sanctuaries in this area, consecrated to 
Lord Visnu, founded by holy sages and gods and containing temples that bore on their 
domes the mark of Sudargana, the chief of His weapons, the very sight of which reminded 
one of Lord Sri Krsna. (22-23) Journeying thence through the prosperous land of Saurastra 
and the kingdoms of Sauvira, Matsya and Kuru-Jangala, he reached in due course the bank 
of the Yamuna, where he came across Uddhava, another great devotee of the Lord. (24) 
Vidura fondly ciasped in close embrace this celebrated servant of Lord Sri Krsna (son of 
Vasudeva)—who had attained perfect serenity of mind and was an erstwhile pupil of the sage 
Brhaspati (the preceptor of the gods)—and enquired of him the welfare of his relations (the 
Yadavas), the proteges of the Lord:—(25) 
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"The two Primal Persons (Sri Balarama and Sri Krsna) appeared (in human semblance) on 
this globe in response to the prayer of Brahma, who was born of the very lotus that had sprung 
from the Lord's own navel. Having relieved the earth of its burden and brought delight to the whole 
world, are they doing well in the house of Strasena (the father of Vasudeva)? (26) Dear 
Uddhava, is our brother-in-law (sisters husband)*,Vasudeva (son of Sdrasena), quite happy— 
Vasudeva, who is the greatest friend and well-wisher of the Kurus, and who, like a father, 
liberally bestows on his sisters (Kunti and others) the gifts of their choice, bringing satisfaction 
(by offering rich presents) even to their husbands ? (27) Again, dear friend, is that heroic 
Pradyumna, the generalissimo of the Yadava forces, quite well—Pradyumna, who was no 
other than the god of love in his previous incarnation and whom his mother Rukmini secured 
from the Lord by propitiating the Brahmanas? (28) Is Ugrasena, the ruler of the Satvatas, 
Vrsnis, Bhojas and Dasarhas, prospering—Ugrasena, whom the lotus-eyed Lord (Sri Krsna) 
installed (on the throne of Mathura), even though he had stood aloof, having lost all hope of 
regaining the throne ? (29) Is SriHari's (SriKrsna’s) son, Samba, whois the equal of his Father 
and the foremost of car-warriors, faring well, O gentle Uddhava—Samba, who is no other than 
the god Guha, whom Goddess Ambika (Parvati) bore in Her womb in the past and to whom 
Jambavati (the daughter of Jambavan and one of the eight principal consorts of Lord Sri Krsna) 
gave birth (once again) asa fruit of her religious observances? (30) Is that Yuyudhana (Satyaki) 
quite happy, who received the secrets of bowmanship from Phalguna (Arjuna) and who easily 
secured through the mere service of Lord Adhoksaja (Sri Krsna) the position of His devotees, 
which is difficult of attainment even for ascetics ? (31) Is the wise and sinless Akrdra (son of 
Swaphalka) quite healthy—Akrura who is devoted to the Lord and who, beside himself with 
love, rolled about in the dust of the road marked with the footprints of Lord Sri Krsna ? (32) Is 
all well with Devaki (daughter of Devaka, the chief of the Bhoja clan of Ksatriyas), who is as 
good a mother of Lord Visnu as Aditi (the mother of the gods), and who bore the Lord in her 
womb even as the three Vedas bear the extensive ritual (the elaborate details and procedure 
of the various sacrifices) as their import ? (33) Is the divine Aniruddha (the grandson of Lord 
Sri Krsna) perfectly all right—Aniruddha, who grants the desires of His worshippers like you 
and whom the scriptures have declared as the source of the Vedas and the deity presiding over 
the mind (Manas), which constitutes the fourth part of the inner sense (which is a composite 
of four elements, viz., Citta, Ahankara, Buddhi and Manas)? (34) And are other people such 
as Hrdika, (a Yadava chief), the sons of Satyabhama, Carudesna (Pradyumna's real brother) 
and Gada (a brother of Sri Krsna) faring well, O gentle Uddhava—people who are exclusively 
and fully devoted to Sri Krsna (the lord of their heart)? (35) 
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“Vasudeva had a number of wives, one of them—Pauravi by name—being a cousin of Dnrtarastra. Hence Vidura speaks 
of Vasudeva as his sister's husband. 
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"Does king Yudhisthira (who is virtue personified) protect the law according to the 
principles of righteousness with the help of his two arms—Vijaya (Arjuna) and Acyuta (Lord 
Sri Krsna)—Yudhisthira, at the sight of whose imperial fortune and attendant glory in the 
court built by Maya (the architect of the demons) Duryodhana burned with jealousy ? (36) 
Has Bhima, who is most relentless like a serpent, given up his long-standing grudge against 
those who wronged him, viz., the Kauravas—Bhima, whose tread the earth could not bear 
as he moved about on the battle-field revolving his mace in a variety of ways (while actually 
engagedina fight)? (37) Is Arjuna (the wielder of the Gandiva bow), the most renowned of 
leading car-warriors, now at peace with his enemies, (having subdued or destroyed them 
all)— Arjuna, who won the pleasure of Lord Siva, disguised as a Kirata (hunter) beyond all 
recognition, by hiding Him with a volley of his arrows ?(38) Do the twin brothers (Nakula and 
Sahadeva), the foster-sons of Prtha—who enjoy the protection of their half-brothers (the 
sons of Prtha) even as the eye-balls are protected by the eyelashes—trejoice after recovering 
their ancestral share from the enemy's hands through the arbitrament of war as though a pair 
of Garudas had snatched nectar from the mouth of Indra (the wielder of a thunderbolt)? (39) 
Oh, Prtha (my sister-in-law) is surviving merely for the sake of her children, though bereaved 
of Pandu (that foremost of royal sages), who, a matchless hero and foremost car-warrior that 
he was, had conquered all the four quarters with no other companion than his bow. (40) | feel 
concerned, O gentle Uddhava, for that brother of mine (Dhrtarastra), who is paving his way 
for hell, inasmuch as he wronged his own deceased half-brother (Pandu) in the person of his 
sons (the Pandavas), and who banished me, his well-wisher, from his capital (Hastinapura), 
having yielded completely to the will of his sons.(41) | am, however, not the least surprised 
or sorry (for his behaviour towards me); for it is Sri Hari (Sri Krsna), the Supreme Ruler (of 
this universe), who bewilders the intellect of men by following the ways of mortals. | am, there- 
fore, moving about in this world, unperceived by others, observing His glory by His grace. (42) 
The Lord overlooked (for the time being) the wrongdoings of the Kauravas, though capable of 
punishing them then and there; for He sought to relieve the distress of those who had taken 
shelter in Him by exterminating with them other monarchs too, who in their threefold pride 
(of birth, wealth and learning) had strayed from the path of virtue and shook the earth with 
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their armies again and again. (43) The birth and doings of the Lord, who is really birthless 
and actionless, are only for the extirpation of the wrongdoers as well as for attracting people 
towards Himself; otherwise (to say nothing of the Lord) what man that has transcended the 
three Gunas(modes of Prakrti) would tie himself down to a (corporeal) body or pursue an 
elaborate course of activity ? (44)Therefore, O friend, tell me the news about that Lord of 
sacred renown who, though devoid of birth, has descended in the race of Yadu for the good 
of all the guardians of the different spheres who sought refuge in Him, as well of such other 
devotees as are (ever) at His beck and call. (45) 


Thus ends the first discourse in Book Three,consisting of a dialogue between Vidura and 
Uddhava, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus asked the news relating to his beloved Sri Krsna, that great 
devotee of the Lord, Uddhava, was put in mind of his lord and was too overwhelmed with 
emotion to utter a word in reply. (1) While engaged in worshipping the Lord in his childish play 
even as a body of five, Uddhava felt no inclination even to have his breakfast in spite of his 
mother's call. (2) Having grown grey in His service by flux of time, how could he answer 
Vidura's query regarding his lord, his thought being fixed on His feet ? (3) Completely 
immersed in the nectar flowing from the (lotus-like) feet of Sri Krsna, and transported with 
joy through intense devotion, he remained mute for nearly an hour. (4) The hair stood erect 
all over his body and tears burst forth from his closed eyes. Seeing him overpowered with 
a flood of affection, Vidura came to know that he had realized the object of his life. (5) 
Uddhava slowly returned from the divine realm to this mortal world (body-consciousness) 
and, wiping his eyes, replied to Vidura in a tone expressive of wonder (at the thought of the 
Lord's exploits) :— (6) 
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Uddhava said : The sun in the shape of Sri Krsna having set, our homes of blighted 
splendour have been devoured by the python of Time. What shall | say, then, about our 
welfare? (7) Alas ! unfortunate is this world and more so the Yadus, who lived with Sri Hari 
(Sri Krsna) and yet could not recognize Him, even as the fish did not identify the moon (when 
she was under water). (8) The Satvatas (Yadavas) could read the mind of another through 
external gestures, were highly intelligent and lived and sported with Him at one and the same 
place; yet they accounted Him, the Abode of all beings, the foremost of the Yadavas alone.(9) 
The intellect, however, of aman who has bestowed his heart on Sri Hari, his own Self, cannot 
be misguided by the (disrespectful or slanderous) words of those (the Yadus and others) who 
are deluded by the Lord's own Maya (deluding potency) or those (Sigupala and others) who 
harbour animosity against Him. (10) Having shown His divine form to men who had practised 
no penance, He has now screened it from their view, even though their eyes were not sated, 
and thus robbed them of their very sight as it were (since they have nothing worth seeing left 
with them). (11) The form which He had assumed in order to reveal the power of His Yogamaya 
(Divine Energy, which was capable of manifesting such transcendent beauty), and which was 
So eminently suited to His pastimes in imitation of men, was an object of wonder not only to the 
world but even to Himself, a perfection as it was of abounding grace. Itwas a form whose limbs 
added to the charm even of ornaments. (12) 
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Beholding that form, which was the highest delight of all eyes, at the Rajastya sacrifice 
of king Yudhisthira (the son of Dharma, the god of virtue), the inhabitants of all the three 
worlds thought that the entire workmanship of Brahmain creating this mortal world had been 
exhausted in fashioning that form. (13) Feeling honoured by His love-laden smiles and jokes 
and sportive glances (which reciprocated their love), the women of Vraja followed Him (in 
His excursions to the woods) with their eyes and mind and stood (like statues), leaving their 
household work half-finished. (14) With a mind full of compassion for His gentle forms 
(Vasudeva and others), that were being persecuted by His wild forms (such as Karmsa), the 
Lord, who is the Ruler both of Prakrti and the manifest creation, though unborn, appeared 
(in this world of matter) along with His glorious part manifestation (Balarama) even as fire 
(which, though present everywhere in a latent form, is manifested through wood). (15) That 
He who is unborn should assume the appearance of being born in the house of Vasudeva 
and dwell in Vraja as if for fear of the enemy (Kamsa), and that He who is possessed of infinite 
prowess should Himself flee the city (of Mathura), scared as it were by Kalayavana, puzzles 
me (as something irreconcilable with His divinity). (16) My mind is filled with agony as | recall 
what He said to His parents (Vasudeva and Devaki), bowing at their feet, "Dear father and 
mother, being in great dread of Karnsa, we (Balarama and myself) failed to render any 
service to you (repay our debt to you); therefore, be pleased to forgive us !" (17) Having 
inhaled (the fragrance of) the dust of His lotus-feet, what man can ever forgetit, remembering 
that He is the same Lord who removed the earth's burden by the mere play of His arched 
eyebrows, which represents the god of death ? (18) You must have seen (with your own 
eyes) the consummation (oneness with the Lord) attained by Sisgupala (the king of Cedi), who 
hated Sri Krsna—a consummation which even Yogis (ascetics) long to attain through the 
efficient practice of Yoga ! Who could bear separation from such a benign lord ? (19) 
Similarly, such other heroes of this mortal world as were killed in action (during the 
Mahabharata war) by the missiles discharged by Arjuna (son of Prtha), while drinking with 
(the cup of) their eyes (the nectar of) Sri Krsna’s lotus-like countenance, which ravished all 
eyes, attained to His (supreme) Abode. (20) Himself the suzerain lord of all the three worlds, 
He is equalled by none, much less surpassed by anybody, and has all His desires satiated 
by virtue of His own supremely blissful character. Nay, His very footstool is adored by the 
eternal guardians of the various spheres with the crest of their diadems while offering their 
presents (tributes) to Him. (21) Standing before Ugrasena, who sat on his royal throne, He 
submitted, “My lord, listen (to my prayer) !" That He should thus behave like a servant 
confounds us, His slaves, to the utmost degree, dear Vidura. (22) Oh, even that impious 
woman, Putana (the sister of the demon Baka)—who suckled Him (as a Babe) at her breast, 
which was daubed with a most deadly poison, with intent to kill Him—got from Him (in return) 
the destiny appropriate to a foster-mother ! Is there anyone so merciful, whom we should 
resort to for protection, other than Him ? (23) | consider even those demons as devotees of 
the Lord, who had fixed their mind on the Lord of the three worlds through anger (born of 
animosity), and who beheld on the battle-field Garuda (son of the sage KaSyapa) swooping 
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on them, with Lord Visnu (the Wielder of the discus Sudargana) mounted on his back. (24) 
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In order to bring relief to this earth the Lord was born of Vasudeva and Devaki in the 
prison-house of Karnsa (the chief of the Bhojas) in response to the prayer of Brahma (the 
unborn). (25) Having been removed therefrom to Nanda's Vraja by His father (Vasudeva), 
who was terribly afraid of Karhsa, He lived there with Balarama (His elder brother) for eleven 
years, concealing His glory (from the outside world). (26) In the grove on the bank of the 
Yamuna, the trees of which were swarmed with warbling birds, the Lord sported in the midst 
of cowherd boys, grazing calves. (27) He showed childish gestures that were pleasing to the 
sight of the inhabitants of Vraja, sometimes seeming to weep, sometimes appearing to laugh 
and sometimes gazing innocently like a lion-cub. (28) (As He grew a little older) the same 
Lord took to grazing white bulls and cows, that were embodiments of splendour, and 
entertained with the music of His flute the cowherd boys that accompanied Him. (29) 
Meanwhile He despatched in mere sport all those demons sent by Karnsa—who were skilled 
in Maya (conjuring tricks) and could assume any form they liked—even as a child would 
smash up its playthings. (30) Having tamed (and expelled) Kaliya (a leader of serpents), He 
revived the cows (as well as the cowherds) that had fallen dead by drinking the poisoned 
water (of the Yamuna), and rendered it possible for them to drink its water,which had now 
regainedits purity. (31) Inordertomake the best use of the abundant riches in the possession 
of Nanda (as also to curb the pride of Indra) the Lord persuaded him to perform with the help 
of the best of Brahmanas a sacrifice in which cows are worshipped. (32) Blessed Vidura! 
when Indra, who was enraged at the interruption of his worship, poured down torrential rains 
(on the land of Vraja), the Lord protected the inmates of Vraja, that were much agitated, by 
holding up the Govardhana hill like a toy-umbrella over them and thus showed His grace to 
them. (33) Making the most of the evenings bright with-the rays of the autumnal moon, He 
sang in melodious strains and revelled in the midst of a bevy of young women, gracing them 
by His presence. (34) 


Thus ends the second discourse in Book Three, consisting of a dialogue between 
Vidura and Uddhava, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Uddhava continued :Then, in order to afford delight to His parents (Vasudeva and 
Devaki), the Lord returned to the city (of Mathura), accompanied by Baladeva (His elder half- 
brother) and, knocking down Kamsa (the leader of His enemies) from his high seat and killing 
him, dragged his lifeless body along on the ground. (1) Having learnt the Vedas along with 
the sciences subsidiary to the same (viz., Grammar, Astronomy, Phonetics, Prosody, 
Etymology and Kalpa or the science dealing with the ritual and laying down rules for 
ceremonial or sacrificial acts) from Sandipani (His preceptor), who recited them to Him but 
once, He restored to him his dead son by way of the preceptor's fee after ripping up the belly 
of the demon Paficajana (and recovering him from Yama's abode). (2) Trampling on those 
(king SiSupala and his associates, Jarasandha and others) that had been invited on behalf 
of princess Rukmini (the daughter of king Bhismaka of the Vidarbhas) by her comeliness, 
that vied with Goddess Laksmi's (or by her elder brother, Rukmi, the first two syllables of 
whose name were identical with the corresponding syllables of her own name), and who 
stood gazing, the Lord carried her away with the intention of marrying her by mutual consent, 
knowing her (as a part manifestation of Goddess Laksmi Herself and as one who had 
dedicated herself to Him) to be His own share, even as Suparna (Garuda) carried away the 
jar containing nectar (that had been won by him). (3) Having (synchronously) tamed (as 
many as seven) bulls whose nostrils had not been bored through, He married princess Satya 
(the daughter of king Nagnajit) atan assembly ofa suitors called for the election of ahusband 
by the princess. But when the other assembled princes, who were foolish enough to retain 
a passion for her, even though their pride had been curbed (by His superhuman feet), took 
up arms (to contend with Him), He disposed of them with His own (divine) weapons, Himself 
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remaining unscathed. (4) Like a hen-pecked husband, the almighty Lord took away (from 
Indra's paradise) the celestial tree (of Parijata) for His favourite consort (Satyabhama) in order 
to please her; and on this account Indra (the wielder of a thunderbolt), blind with rage, pursued 
Him with his bodyguards (consisting of the forty-nine wind-gods); for Indra is indeed a toy in 
the hands of his wives. (5) Seeing her son (the demon Naraka), who seemed to swallow the 
sky with his (gigantic) body, killed by the Lord's discus, Sudarsana, goddess Earth prayed to 
Him (for mercy) when the Lord bestowed on the deceased's son (Bhagadatta) the portion of 
his kingdom that had not been annexed, and entered the gynaeceum (in Naraka's palace). (6) 
Seeing Sri Hari (Sri Krsna), the Befriender of the afflicted, the princesses (numbering not less 
than sixteen thousand) that had been kidnapped (and imprisoned) there by Naraka (the son 
of goddess Earth) sprang on their feet and at once accepted Him as their husband through 
glances that betrayed their excessive joy, bashfulness and love. (7) 
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Having assumed by His wonderful divine potency (Yogamaya) an equal number of forms 
suited to those girls, the Lord accepted their hand with due ceremony at one and the same 
hour, though in different palaces. (8) In order to extend the sphere of His Lila (playful activity) 
He begot ten sons through each of them—sons that were His own images in every 
respect.(9) When Kalayavana, Jarasandha (the king of Magadha), Salva and others 
besieged the city (of Mathura) with their armies, He took the initiative Himself and had them 
killed by His people (Mucukunda, Bhima and others), lending to them His own divine 
power.(10) Of the demons Sambara, Bana, Mura and Balwala, Dwivida (the monkey chief) 
and other warriors like Dantavaktra, some He disposed of Himself, while others he caused 
to be despatched (by Balarama, Pradyumna and so on). (11) Thereafter He brought about 
the destruction of monarchs who had joined the sides of your nephews (the sons of 
Dhrtarastra and Pandu), and who made the entire globe rock as they marched to Kuruksetra 
(the scene of the Mahabharata war) with their armies. (12) Nay, He did not rejoice (was not 
satisfied) even when He saw Suyodhana (a euphemism for Duryodhana) with his satellites 
lying prostrate on the battle-field, his thighs broken (by a blow from Bhima's mace)— 
Suyodhana, who had lost his fortune as well as his life as an outcome of the wicked counsel 
of Karna,Duhsasana (his younger brother) and Sakuni (the son of Subala). (13) (He said to 
Himself) "Even though the earth has been relieved of a huge burden through the destruction 
of armies with a total strength of eighteen Aksauhinis” at the hands of Acarya Drona, Bhisma, 
* One Aksauhini consists of 21,870 elephants, an equal number of chariots, 65,610 horses and 1 ,09,350 foot. Thus the 


Mahabharata war alone involved the destruction of 3,93,660 elephants. the same number of chariots, 11,80,980 horses and 
19,68,300 foot. 
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it is yet negligible when compared to the irresistible might of the Yadus (My own kinsmen 
and proteges), still flourishing under the protection of My part manifestations (Pradyumna 
and others). (14) Drunk with wine, when they quarrel among themselves, their eyes suffused 
with blood, that will be the only way of exterminating them and no other. As a matter of fact, 
they will disappear as soon as | get ready (to depart for My eternal Abode)." (15) 
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Pondering thus, the Lord securely placed king Yudhisthira (the son of Dharma) on his 
(ancestral) throne and brought delight to His near and dear ones by showing them the way 
of the righteous (by His own example). (16) The seed of Piru's line, that was duly planted 
(in the shape of Pariksit) in the womb of Uttara by Abhimanyu (Arjuna's son through 
Subhadra, Sri Krsna's own sister) and was later torn up by the missile (Brahmastra) 
discharged by Aswatthama (the son of Drona), was eventually preserved by the Lord. (17) 
The almighty Lord persuaded Yudhisthira to perform no less than three ASwamedhas 
(horse-sacrifices); and the emperor too, devoted as he was to Sri Krsna, led a happy life, 
protecting the earth with the help of his younger brothers (Bhima and others). (18) The Lord 
as well, who is the Soul of the universe, enjoyed the pleasures of life at Dwaraka, keeping 
to the path chalked out by the Vedas and the Smrtis, and remaining unattached to those 
pleasures in conformity with the spirit of Sankhyayoga (according to which it is matter in the 
form of the senses that reacts on matter in the form of their objects, the spirit ever remaining 
aloof as a witness). (19) Delighting this as well as the other world (heaven), and the Yadus 
in particular, by His endearing smiles and loving glances, His words sweet as nectar, His 
irreproachable conduct and His person, which was the abode of all charm and splendour, 
He revelled by night with His consorts, affording them the pleasure of His company and 
showing them momentary affection. (20-21) As He thus enjoyed life for many years He felt 
an aversion for the performance of religious duties binding on a householder and conducive 
to the pleasures of sense. (22) What man, then, who is in the power of Providence and who 
seeks to please Sri Krsna (the Master of Yogas) through the practice of Devotion, would set 
his heart on the pleasures of sense, which are in the gift of Providence ? (23) 
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Once, when the youths of the Yadus and Bhojas were playing in the city (of Dwaraka), 
they offended some sages, who in their turn pronounced a curse on the boys, knowing as 
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they did the intention of the Lord (who was bent upon the destruction of the Yadus). (24) 
Some months after that incident, the Vrsnis, the Bhojas, the Andhakas and others drove in 
their chariots to Prabhasa (a sacred spot on the seaside) with great joy, deluded as they were 
by (the will of) SriKrsna. (25) Having bathed there and propitiated the manes, gods and Rsis 
by offering them handfuls of water, taken from that place, they gifted cows possessing many 
good qualities to the Brahmanas. (26) They further gave away to them gold, silver, beds, 
wearing apparel, deerskin, blankets, palanquins, chariots, elephants, unmarried girls, plots 
of land as a means of subsistence and foods containing a variety of tastes, in a spirit of 
dedication to the Lord, and then those valiant men, who lived for the sake of cows and the 
Brahmanas alone, bowed to them with their heads touching the ground. (27-28) 


Thus ends the third discourse in Book Three, consisting of a dialogue between 
Vidura and Uddhava, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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As directed by Uddhava, Vidura calls on the sage Maitreya 
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Uddhava continued : Then, after taking their meals with the permission of those 
Brahmanas, they drank wine and, having been deprived of their wits by tipsiness, cut one 
another to the quick by hurling abuses. (1) Their intellect having been perverted due to the 
inebriating effect of wine, by sunset they began fighting (to death) among themselves like 
bamboos rubbing against one another. (2) Beholding the ways of His own Maya (deluding 
potency), the Lord sipped the water from the Saraswati and sat down at the foot of a (peepul) 
tree (near its bank). (3) (Before this) when the Lord, who relieves the agony of those who 
resort to Him for protection, made up His mind to exterminate His race, He told me (even at 


Dwaraka) to proceed to Badarivana (the spot where the divine sages Nara and Narayana 
-still practise their austere penance). (4) Although, O vanquisher of foes, | was aware of His 
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intentions, | nevertheless went after Him, unable to bear separation from His feet. (5) Looking 
for my beloved lord, | beheld Him, the abode of all splendour, seated all alone on the bank 
of the Saraswati, although (as a matter of fact) He is shelterless (being the shelter of all). (6) 
Possessed of a brilliant swarthy form, whichis all Sattva or purity (free from a mixture of Rajas 
or passion), with reddish yet most gentle eyes, He could be easily distinguished by His four 
arms and the yellow silk on His person. (7) Placing His lotus-like right foot on His left thigh, 
He was reclining against a young Aswattha (peepul) tree, and was full of joy, even though 
He had renounced the pleasures of sense. (8) Meandering through the various worlds, there 
came by chance at that moment the enlightened sage Maitreya, a great devotee of the Lord 
and a loving friend and fellow-student of the sage Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa). (9) While that 
devoted sage stood listening with rapt attention, his head bent low in the ecstasy of delight 
and emotion, Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) spoke to me (as follows), refreshing 
me by His endearing smiles and affectionate glances. (10) 
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The Lord said : Dwelling within you, | know the desire of your heart and proceed to 

confer on you that which is difficult for others to attain. In your previous incarnation, when 
you were a Vasu, (O Uddhava !) you worshipped Me, in the sacrifice jointly performed by 
the Prajapatis (the lords of created beings ) and the Vasus, with the sole object of attaining 
Me. (11) The present is certainly your last incarnation, O saintly Uddhava, since you have 
earned My grace in this life. You are indeed fortunate in having seen Me on this secluded 
spot, by virtue of your unalloyed devotion, at a time when | am about to leave this mortal 
world (and return to My eternal Abode). (12) (I am going to impart to you) that supreme 
wisdom, revealing My glory, which the sages call by the name of 'Bhagavata’ and which 
| taught to Brahma (the unborn), who was seated on the lotus that had sprung from My 
navel, in a former cycle (called the Padma-Kalpa) at the dawn of creation. (13) 
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Thus politely addressed by the Lord, and a recipient of His constant favour. | returned 
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in faltering accents with joined palms, the hair on my body standing erect through affection 
and tears flowing from my eyes :— (14) "Which on earth of the four objects (of human pursuit), 
my lord, is difficult to attain for those who are devoted to Your lotus-feet ? Yet, O Perfect One, 
| crave for none of these, keen as! am to worship Your lotus-feet. (15) That You should resort 
to action, though actionless, should be born, though devoid of birth, should take to Your heels 
for fear of the enemy and seek shelter in a fortress, even though being the Destroyer of all, 
and should take to wife (over) ten thousand damsels though delighting in Your own blissful 
Self, puzzles the mind even of the knowing. (16) That You,whose knowledge is unimpeded, 
uninterrupted and ever free from doubt and error, and who are ever awake, should call me 
in Your deliberations and consult me as an ignorant man would do, perplexes our mind as 
it were, O glorious Lord ! (17) Pray, instruct us, my master, in that supreme and integral 
wisdom which unfolds the mystery of Your Being and which You taught to Brahma, in case 
it is fit to be received by us, so that we may easily get over the sorrows (of mundane 
existence)." (18) 
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When | submitted to Him in these words what was uppermost in my mind, the supreme 
Lord with lotus-like eyes revealed to me His transcendent character. (19) Having thus learnt 
from my worshipful Guru (Sri Krsna) the way of realizing God, who is the only Truth, and 
bowing to the Lord's feet, | went round Him clockwise as a mark of reverence and came away 
to this place, distressed at heart due to separation from Him. (20) Delighted by His sight, but 
now afflicted by separation from Him, O Vidura, | shall proceed to the sacred spot of 
Badarikasrama, His favourite retreat, where the glorious Narayana and the worshipful sage 
Nara are engaged in peaceful yet austere penance extending over a long period (a whole 
Kalpa) for the good of the world. (21-22) 
MY TATA 
saqgaruravd «eel Se | SL Aaa «Seid «et: 1231 
a a wea ai arate: i farmeaee ger Faroe evi 
Sri Suka continued : The enlightened Vidura assuaged by force of wisdom the grief that 

had burst forth (in his heart) when he heard the unbearable news about the death of his near 
and dear ones. (23) When that great devotee (Uddhava), the chief among the servants of 
Lord Sri Krsna, was about to depart (for Badarikasrama), Vidura (the foremost among the 
Kauravas) spoke to him out of love (as follows). (24) 
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Vidura said : Be pieased to impart to us the supreme wisdom which unfolds the secret 
‘of the Lord's own essential nature and which the divine Sri Krsna, the Master of Yoga, taught 
to you; for the devotees of Lord Visnu move about (in the world) only in order to accomplish 
the object of their servants. (25) 
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Uddhava replied : For the knowledge of that truth you should wait upon the sage 


Maitreya (son of Kusaru), who was personally instructed in this behalf by the Lord in my 
presence, while He was about to leave this mortal world. (26) 
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Sri Suka continued : Relieved of his great agony (of separation from the Lord) by the 
nectar-like talk that he thus had with Vidura on the virtues of Lord Sri Krsna (the Soul of 


the universe), Uddhava (the son of Upagu) passed that night as if it were a moment on the 
bank of the Yamuna (the younger sister of god Yama”) and departed thence (early next 


morning). (27) 
UaHaTa 
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The king asked : When even the topmost generals of the car-warriors among the Vrsnis 
and Bhojas had met their end (as a result of the imprecation pronounced by the sages), nay, 
when Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) Himself, the Supreme Ruler even of the three lords of the universe, 
(viz., Brahma, Visnu and Siva), had to leave His body (in the eyes of the world), how is it that 
Uddhava alone, the foremost of those generals, survived ? (28) 
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Sri Suka replied : When Sri Krsna, whose desire never remains unfulfilled, had 
exterminated His own race through the instrumentality of Death, who appeared in the shape 
of the Brahmanas' execration, and when He was about to cast off His body (in the eyes of 
the world), He reflected thus:—(29) "Now, when | shall have departed from this world, 
Uddhava alone, the foremost among those who have attained Self-Realization, is really 
qualified to receive the knowledge concerning Me. (30) Uddhava is in no wise inferior to Me, 


inasmuch as He has mastered his self and is never perturbed by the objects of sense. So 
let him remain on earth, imparting to the world the knowledge regarding Me." (31) Instructed 


* The deity presiding over the sacred river Yamuna was begotten along with the god Yama by the sun-god. Hence she 
is spoken of as a sister of Yama. Her hand was later on won by Lord Sri Krsna (vide Srimad Bhagavata X. Iviii.17—23). 


150 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 5 


Seles Rr err tot ee Sete tot tt ret eee SSH HK S SHE SSL H HSH KSLA EE HK AK HH Ke HHH Me ese 


thus by Sri Krsna, the Preceptor of the three worlds and the Source of the Vedas, Uddhava 
betook himself to Badarikagrama and adored Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) through abstract 
meditation. (32) When Vidura heard from Uddhava an account of the praiseworthy doings 
of Sri Krsna, the Supreme Spirit, who had assumed a human semblance as a mere sport, 
as well as of the way in which He had quitted His body—which was such as strengthened 
the resolution of the resolute and was something too hard to accomplish for those who have 
a feeble mind and therefore as good as beasts—and when, O Pariksit (the foremost among 
the Kurus), he remembered that Sri Krsna had thought of him (at the time of His departure), 
he was overwhelmed with emotion and wept on parting with that great devotee of the 
Lord. (33—35) Leaving the bank of the Kalindi (Yamuna), the enlightened Vidura (the 
foremost of the Bharatas) reached in a few days the bank of the heavenly river (Ganga), 
where the sage Maitreya (the son of Mitra) was. (36) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse-in Book Three, consisting of a dialogue between 
Vidura and Uddhava, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


tet 
Pees Sees 


ZI USASeAa: 


Discourse V 
The sage Maitreya describes the process of creation 
in reply to Vidura's question 
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Sri Suka continued : Vidura, the foremost of the Kurus, whose heart was purified by 
devotion to the imperishable Lord Sri Krsna, approached the sage Maitreya of fathomless 
wisdom, who was Staying at Haridwara (the gateway of the celestial river, Ganga, so-called 


because the river descends into the plains at this point) and, gratified by his good disposition 
and other virtues, asked him (the following question): (1) 
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Vidura said : People perform actions for the sake of happiness; but they neither attain 
happiness nor succeed in ending their sorrow thereby. On the other hand, they undergo 
suffering again and again as a result of those acts. Therefore, O worshipful sage, be 
pleased to tell me what is advisable under the circumstances. (2) The blessed devotees 
of Lord Janardana (Sri Krsna) move about in this world just in order to shower their grace 
on men who have through ill luck turned their face away from Sri Krsna and are given to 
unrighteousness and are therefore extremely miserable. (3) Be pleased to point out to me, 
O foremost saint, that blessed path by following which people succeed in propitiating the 
Lord, who in His turn settles in their heart, purified by devotion, and bestows on them the 
most ancient wisdom, which brings with it the realization of Truth. (4) Kindly also tell me 
what kind of deeds are performed by the Lord, who is the Ruler of all the three worlds and 
absolutely independent, when He descends into the world of matter; how, though 
actionless, He brought forth this universe at the dawn of creation; how, having established 
it on a firm footing, He provides a means of subsistence for all created beings; and how 
again, having withdrawn it into the cavity of His heart and refraining from all activity, He 
retires into communion with His Yogamaya; and finally how, having (created this universe 
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over again and) entered it as the Inner Controller, the Lord of all Masters of Yoga, thouc 
one, appears in diverse forms. (5-6) Also recount to me the exploits that He performs < 
amere sport for the well-being of the Brahmanas, the cows and the gods in the course | 
His various Avataras or descents into the world of matter. My mind does not feel sated eve 
though | go on hearing the nectar-like stories of Sri Krsna (the Crest-jewel of those enjoyir 
fair renown). (7) Pray, further tell me, O chief of the Brahmanas, with what principles thi 
suzerain Lord of all the worlds created the different worlds and their guardian deities, as we 
as the dark regions (lying beyond the mountain called Lokaloka*), wherein appear all classe 
of beings entrusted with different duties, and how theself-existent Lord Narayana, the Mak« 
of the universe, endowed all created beings with a distinctive disposition, activity, form ar 
name. (8-9) | have often heard, O worshipful sage, from the lips of the sage Vyasa about tr 
duties of the higher (twice-born) as well as the lower classes of men; but | am now fed up wi 
all other Dharmas, conducive as they are to trivial joys, and find my sole delight in the strea 
of nectar that flows from the stories of Sri Krsna. (10) As a matter of fact, who can be sate 
with the stories of Sri Krsna (whose feet are the abode of all sanctity), which are sung wil 
praise by seers (like Narada) in the assemblies of holy men like you ? For, entering the cavi 
of a man's ears (through His stories) the Lord cuts asunder the bond of attachment to h 
home, which throws one into the whirlpool of metempsychosis. (11) It was with the intentic 
of recounting the Lord's virtues that your friend, the sage Krsna Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa 
composed the Mahabharata. For even there, while (apparently) dwelling on the pleasure 
of sense, the mind of human beings is (ultimately) drawn towards the stories of Sri Hari. (1% 
The attraction (thus generated) for the stories of Sri Hari, when it grows, creates aversion i 
the mind of a devout man for other things. Nay, it speedily puts an end to all the sorrows « 
the man who has tasted the joy flowing from the constant remembrance of Sri Hari's feet. (1¢ 
| deplore those ignorant men who have a dislike for the stories of Sri Hari due to their sir 
and, therefore, deserve to be pitied even by the pitiable. The deity presiding over time cui 
short (every moment) their allotted span of life, engaged as they are (all the time) in idle tall 
idle activities and idle thought. (14). Therefore, O Maitreya (son of Kusaru), friend of th 
afflicted, even as a bee gathers honey from the flowers, so be pleased to extract the essenc 
of all stories in the shape of the stories of Sri Hari, the Bestower of blessedness and th 
Abode of sacred renown, and relate the same to me for my good. (15) Also kindly recour 
to me the superhuman feats performed by the Lord when He descended into the world « 
matter, assuming His energy (known by the name of Maya) for the sake of creatior 
preservation and dissolution of the universe. (16) 
aye Sart 
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Sri Suka continued : Questioned thus by Vidura for the supreme good of men, th 
worshipful sage Maitreya (the son of Kusaru) addressed him as follows, showing gre< 
honour to him. (17) 
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*A belt or circle of mountains surrounding the outermost of the seven seas and dividing the visible world from the regic 
of darkness (As the sun |s within this wall of mountains, they are light on one side and dark on the other). 
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Maitreya said : O pious Vidura, you have put mankind under a deep obligation by asking 
me this excellent question. Your mind is already fixed on the Lord who is beyond sense- 
perception; and your fame will thus be spread far and wide in this world. (18) Vidura, it is not 
to be wondered at that you should have thus captivated Sri Hari, the Lord of the universe, by 
your exclusive devotion, begotten as you are by no less a personage than the sage 
Badarayana (Vedavyasa). (19) You are no other than the worshipful Yama, the punisher of all 
creatures, descended, as a result of the imprecation pronounced by the sage Mandavya, from 
the loins of the sage Vyasa (son of Satyavati) through the maid-servant and concubine of the 
latter's (deceased) uterine brother (Vicitravirya, who was also born of Satyavati). (20) 
Moreover, you are ever beloved of the Lord as well as of His devotees; that is why, while 
departing from this world, the Lord commanded me to teach you wisdom . (21) I, therefore, 
now proceed to recount in due order the Lord's pastimes, unfolded by His Yogamaya 
(wondertul divine potency) for the creation, preservation and destruction of the universe. (22) 
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Before creation this universe existed in no other form than the Lord, who is the very Self 
and the Ruler of all the Jivas (individual souls). The Spirit did not appear then in the form of 
many a subject and object; for it was His will that He should remain alone. (23) He cast His eyes 
all round, but failed to perceive any object; for He shone all alone at that time. He felt as though 
He were non-existent; for all His powers lay dormani, although His consciousness was wide 
awake. (24) It is this energy of the all-perceiving Lord (in the form of search for an object) that 
is called Maya, which is of the nature of both cause and effect. It was with the help of this Maya, 
O blessed Vidura, that the almighty Lord created this universe. (25) When the equilibrium of 
the three Gunas constituting this Maya was disturbed by force of Time, the transcendent Lord, 
who is spiritual in essence, placed therein as Purusa, who is His own fragment. His seed in the 


form of Cidabhasa (the Jiva). (26) From this Unmanifest (Maya or Prakrti), impelled by Time, 
was evolved the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), which, as the dispeller of 
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was evolved the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), which, as the dispeller of 
darkness (in the form of ignorance), is of the nature of understanding and is capable of 
manifesting the universe existing in itself (in a subtle form). (27) Subject to the Cidabhasa 
(Jiva), the three Gunas (constituting Maya) and Time, this Mahat, when it fell within the range 
of the Lord's vision, transformed itself with the intention of creating this universe. (28) From 
the Mahat-tattva, as it underwent transformation, was evolved the principle of ‘Aham' (the 
ego) which, being of the nature of Adhibhuta, Adhyatma and Adhidaiva, is the cause of the 
five gross elements, the Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) 
and the mind. (29) Ahankara (the ego) is of three kinds—Vaikarika (Sattvika), Taijasa 
(Rajasika) and Tamasika. From the Sattvika ego, as it underwent transformation, sprang up 
the mind, as well as the deities presiding over the senses, who are all of a Sattvika type, 
revealing as they do the objects of senses. (30) The senses of perception as well as the 
organs of action are evolutes of the Rajasika ego alone; whereas from the Tamasika ego was 
evolved the source of the other subtle elements, (viz., sound). And this latter, again, is the 
cause of ether, which (by virtue of its all-pervasiveness) serves as an illustration of the Spirit 
(Brahma). (31) When ether came within the range of the Lord's vision along with Time, Maya 
and the Jiva, they combined to produce the sensation of touch; and this latter, as it underwent 
transformation, evolved the air. (32) The most powerful air, even as it underwent transfor- 
mation, combined with ether to produce the sensation of colour and from colour was evolved 
fire, the illuminator of the world. (33) Fire, when it came within the range of the Lord's vision 
and underwent transformation, combined with air as well as with Time, Maya and the Jiva 
to produce water, which is an evolute of taste. (84) Water, when it came within the sight of 
the all-perceiving Brahma and underwent transformation, combined with fire as well as with 
Time, Maya and the Jiva to evolve the earth which has odour for its special characteristic.(35) 
Of the elements beginning with ether (viz., ether, air, fire, water and earth), O blessed Vidura, 
the later in evolution the elements, the larger number of qualities it should be understood to 
possess; for every effect naturally inherits the characteristics of its cause along with its own 
characteristics.(36) The deities presiding over the Mahat-tattva and other categories, 
sharing as they do the characteristics of Time, Maya and the Jiva (viz., transformation, 
distraction and consciousness), are rays of Lord Visnu Himself. But when they were unable 
to do their work (of creating the universe) because of their heterogeneity (and lack of co- 
ordination), they prayed to the almighty Lord with joined palms:—(37) 
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The gods said : We bow, O Lord, to Your lotus-feet, that relieve the agony of the suppliant 
even as an umbrella affords relief from the heat of the sun, and by resorting to whose soles striving 
men easily drive away the endless woes of earthly existence. (38) Because living beings in this 
world, O Creator and Lord of the universe, never enjoy peace of mind, stricken as they are by 
the threefold agony, therefore, O Lord, do we resort to the shade of Your feet, which is the abode 
of wisdom. (39) We have taken shelter in Your feet, which are the abode of sanctity, which the 
seers search for in seclusion with the help of Vedic Mantras, that are like birds having their nest 
in the lotus of Your mouth, and which are the source of the Ganga, the foremost of all the rivers 
whose water possesses the virtue of wiping out one's sins. (40) We resort to the footstool bearing 
Your lotus-feet, by contemplating on which in their heart, that is being purified through reverence 
and devotion in the shape of hearing (and chanting) the divine names and gloryetc., Yourvotaries 
succeed in controlling their mind with the help of wisdom strengthened by dispassion. (41) Lord, 
You have descendedinto the world of matter for creating, preserving and destroying the universe. 
We all take refuge in Your lotus-feet, which, when meditated upon, vouchsafe fearlessness to 
their worshippers. (42) We resort, O Lord, to Your lotus-feet, which are far removed from 
(inaccessible to) such men as have deep-rooted, though false, identification with their frail body 
and habitation as well as with persons and things connected with them, looking upon them either 
as their very self or their own—even though You dwell in their own body (heart) as the Inner 
Controller. (43) They whose inner mindis led astray by their senses, that are ever moving among 
the unworthy objects of the world, O suzerain Lord of wide renown! are, therefore, surely unable 
to see those devotees who enjoy the privilege of beholding the elegance of Your graceful 
footsteps. (44) They, on the other hand, O Lord, whose heart has been purified through devotion 
intensified by drinking the nectar of Your stories, duly attain that spiritual insight whose essence 
lies in dispassion, and easily ascend to Your eternal Abode (Vaikuntha). (45) Even so other wise 
men, who have conquered Your most powerful Prakrti (Maya) by force of Yoga consisting in 
concentration of mind on the Self, undoubtedly enter You, the Supreme Spirit, though their 
hardship is great; whereas there is no hardship in adoring You. (46) 
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O Primal Lord, we, who are ever Yours, have been created by You one after another with the 
help of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), that constitute our very nature, with the 
intention of evolving the universe. Yet, (possessed as we are ofa diversified nature) we are 
all disjoined (independent of one another and hence incapable of taking concerted action). 
That is why we are unable to (evolve and) present to You the universe, which will serve as 
a means of carrying on Your future pastimes. (47) Therefore, O Unborn Lord, devise some 
means whereby we may be enabled to (create the universe and) offer our tribute to You in 
its entirety at the allotted time and whereby we may also derive our sustenance and all the 
beings (that come hereafter) may (be securely placed and) get their food without any let or 
hindrance, offering their tribute to You as well as to us. (48) You, the immutable Ancient 
Person alone, are the prime cause of us gods as well as of the other evolutes. It was You 
again, O Unborn Lord, who (of yore) placed the seedin the form of the conscious Jiva in the 
womb of Your energy, Maya, whois the source of the three Gunas as wellas ofall activity.(49) 
© Supreme Spirit, what shall we, the deities presiding over the Mahat-tattva and others, do 
for You, since that is the purpose for which we are born ? OLord, we depend on Your grace 
alone: therefore, for success in the work of creation, pray confer on us Your divine vision 
(insight) along with Your creative energy. (50) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 
Appearance of the Cosmic Body 
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The sage Maitreya said: When the almighty Lord saw that His own powers (the Mahat- 
tattva and the rest) were unable to start the work of creating the universe, because there was 
no harmony among them, He assumed His divine potency known by the name of Kala (Time) 
and simultaneously entered the twenty-three categories (viz., the Mahat-tattva, the Ego, the 
five senses of perception, the five organs of action and the mind, the five subtle elements and 
the five gross elements). (1-2) Having entered these categories, that stood disconnected, He 
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united them by His active power, stimulating their dormant energy. (3) When they were thus 
roused into activity, the twenty-three categories, impelled as they were by God, evolved the 
Cosmic Body out of their own parts. (4) In other words, even as the Supreme entered them 
that group of twenty-three categories, which had taken upon themselves the work of creating 
the universe, partially underwent transformation as a result of mutual co-operation. It is this 
transformation of the twenty-three categories which goes by the name of the Cosmic Body, 
the abode of the whole animate and inanimate creation. (5) That all-effulgent Cosmic Being 
dwelt with all the Jivas (that lay dormantin an unmanifest state) for a thousand celestial years 
(3,60,000 human years) in the space having the shape of the interior of an egg with water 
surrounding it on all sides. (6) That Cosmic Body, the evolute of the categories entrusted with 
the work of creating the universe, endowed as it was with knowledge, activity and the power 
of enjoyment, manifested itself of its own accord as one (the heart), as ten (the ten vital airs) 
and as three (Adhyatmika, Adhidaivika and Adhibhautika aspects). (7) (As the totality of all 
the Jivas) He is the Soul (support) of all living beings; (as an embodied spirit) He is a part 
manifestation of the Supreme Spirit and (as the first manifestation of Reality) He is the prime 
Avatara. The entire living creation takes its shape in Him. (8) As possessed of Adhyatma, 
Adhidaiva and Adhibhuita,* the Cosmic Being is of three kinds; as the Prana, He is of tent 
kinds and as the heart, He is only one. (9) 
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* Adhyatma denotes the ten Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) and the mind; Adhidaiva 
means the deities presiding over the Indriyas and the mind; and the objects of the senses constitute what is known as Adhibhita. 

+The ten Pranas or vital airs are known by the names of Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana, Samana, Naga, Kurma, Krkala, 
Devadatia and Dhanafjaya. The air which we inhale and exhale either through the nostrils or through the mouth and has its 
seat in the lungs is called Prana; that which has a downward course and has its seatin the anus is known as Apana; that which 
has its seat in the navel and is essential to digestion bears the name of Samana; that which has an upward course and has 
its seat in the throat is known by the name of Udana; that which circulates in every direction and is diffused through the body 
is called Vyana; that which enables us to belch is known as Naga; that which helps us to open our eyes bears the name of 


Karma; that which excites our hunger is known by the name of Krkala; that which enables us to yawn is called Devadatta and 
that which nourishes the body is known as Dhanajfijaya. 
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Recalling the prayer of the deities presiding over the Mahat-tattva and other categories 
(that had been entrusted with the duty of creating the universe), the Lord who is beyond sense- 
perception illumined (aroused) the Cosmic Being with His own effulgence (in the shape of 
consciousness) in order to awaken their potentialities. (10) Now hear from Meas | tell you how 
many abodes for the deities (presiding over the senses of perception and the organs of action) 
appeared (in the body) of the Cosmic Being, illumined as He now was (by the Lord's effulgence 
in the shape of consciousness). (11) (First of all) there appeared in Hima mouth: the god of 
fire, one of the (ten) protectors of the world, whose abode it is, entered it along with his power, 
the organ of speech, by means of which the Jiva (embodied soul) utters words. (12) Then 
appeared in (the body of) Sri Hari (the Cosmic Being) a palate, the abode of Varuna (the god 
presiding over the waters), another protector of the world, who entered it along with his power, 
the sense of taste, by means of which the Jiva perceives taste. (13) Next appeared in (the body 
of) the Cosmic Being a pair of nostrils, the abode of the twin gods Aswins (the celestial 
physicians), who entered them along with their power, the olfactory sense, the means of 
perceiving odour. (14) Now appeared in (the body of) the Cosmic Being a pair of eyes: Twasta 
(the sun-god), another protector of the world, entered them, along with his power, the sense 
of sight, the means of perceiving colours. (15) Again, appeared on His body the skin (the seat 
of the tactile sense); the wind-god, another protector of the world, entered it along with his 
power, the tactile sense, by means of which the Jiva experiences touch. (16) Further, appeared 
in His body a pair of ears, the personal abode of Digdevatas (the deities presiding over the 
cardinal points), who entered them along with their power, the auditory sense by means of 
which the Jiva perceives sound. (17) Then appeared on His body the skin* (the seat of the hair), 
the abode of the deities presiding over the annual plants or herbs (that die after they have 
ripened), who entered it along with their power in the shape of the hair, by means of which the 
Jiva feels the itching sensation. (18) Next appeared on His body a penis, the abode of 
Prajapati himself (the god presiding over creation), who entered it along with his power, the 
capacity to procreate, by means of which the Jiva experiences the joy of copulation. (19) Now 
appeared in (the body of) the Cosmic Being an anus: the god Mitra (one of the twelve sons 
~ of Aditi who preside over the sun by rotation for one month), a protector of the world, entered 
it along with his power, the organ of defecation, by means of which the Jiva evacuates his 
bowels. (20) Again appeared on His body a pair of hands (arms): the god Indra, the lord of 
paradise, entered them along with his power, the capacity to hold and let go an object, by 
means of which the Jiva makes his living.(21) Further appeared on His person a pair of feet 
~ (legs): Lord Visnu, the (supreme) protector of the world, entered them along with His Power, 
the faculty of locomotion, by means of which the Jiva reaches the place he intends to visit.(22) 
Subsequently appeared in Him the intellect, the abode of Brahma (the lord of Saraswati, the 
goddess presiding over speech), who entered it along with his power, the faculty of 
understanding, the means of apprehending that which is to be known. (23) Thereafter 
appeared in Him a heart, the abode of the moon-god, who entered it along with his power, 
the mind, by means of which the Jiva indulges in thoughts of various kinds. (24) Subsequent 
to this appeared in Him the ego, the abode of the god Rudra (the deity presiding overthe ego), 
who entered it along with his power, the feeling of egotism, by means of which the Jiva 
entertains the sense of duty. (25) 
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*Skin has been enumerated twice in this connection because itis believed to be the seat of two distinctsenses, the sense 


of touch and the itching sensation. In the former case the presiding deity is the wind-god, while in the latter case it is said to 
be the abode of the deities presiding over annual plants or herbs, that die as soon as they have ripened. (See Il. X. 22) 
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Then appeared in Him a Citta (the seat of intellection), the abode of Brahma (the deity 
presiding over the Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence), who entered it along 
with his power, the faculty ofintellection, by means of which the Jiva distinguishes between right 
and wrong etc. (26) From His head emanated the heavenly world, the earth from His feet and 
the sky (the space between heaven and earth) from His navel. In these regions are found the 
gods and other beings (such as men and ghosts etc.) , the evolutes of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas 
respectively. (27) Out of these, the gods through the predominance of Sattva (the quality of 
goodness) found their abode in heaven; human beings and other creatures that are useful to 
the latter obtained their residence.on earth because of their Rajasika temperament; while the 
hosts of Rudra's attendants (spirits, ghosts etc.), took up their residence in the sky between 
heaven and earth, which represents the navel of the Cosmic Being. (28-29) 
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From the mouth of the Cosmic Being emanated the Vedas, O Vidura (ornament of the 
Kurus), as well as the Brahmana who came to be the foremost of all the Varnas (grades of 
society) as well as their teacher only because he sprang from the mouth of the Cosmic 
Being.(30) From the arms (of the Cosmic Being) emanated the vocation of a Ksatriya (viz., 
the protection and governance of the people) as well as the Ksatriya himself, who is devoted 
to that profession and who, being a ray of Lord Visnu (the Protector of the universe), is born 
to protect the other Varnas (classes) against the ravages of thieves and robbers. (31) From 
the thighs of that almighty Lord (the Cosmic Being) proceeded agriculture and other 
occupations of a VaiSya—which provide subsistence (in the shape of food and other 
necessaries of life) to the whole world—as also the Vaisya himself, who (by his own pursuit) 
procures a living for all mankind. (32) From the Lord's feet was evolved the calling of service, 
which is essential for the (proper) discharge of all sacred duties; and (from those very feet) 
for carrying on this pursuit was produced of yore the Sidra, whose very occupation secures 
the pleasure* of the Lord. (33) For the purification of their heart all these four classes 


* Service is the root of the successful performance of all sacred duties; no sacred obligation can be discharged without 
service. Hence the place of the Sudra, whose allotted duty is service, the root of all virtues, is indeed high among all the Varnas. 
The Dharma (duty) of a Brahmana has Moksa (final beatitude) for its goal; that of a Ksatriya has enjoyment for its objective; that 
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reverently adore by means of their respective duties their own Father, Sri Hari, from whom 
they all sprang up along with their several occupations. (34) Who can dare describe in full, 
O Vidura, the cosmic body of the Lord, who has Time, Karma (destiny) and Swabhava (the 
innate disposition) of the Jivas for His potencies—the body which reveals the might of the 
Lord's Yogamaya (divine power)? (35) Yet, inorder to purify my own speech which has been 
rendered foul by other (profane) talk, | proceed to sing, dear Vidura, the glory of Sri Hari 
according to my own (poor) lights and on the basis of what | have heard (from my 
preceptor).(36) The wise declare that the sole utility of men's speech decidedly lies in uttering 
the praises of the Lord, who is the foremost of those enjoying the highest renown, and that 
the sole utility of one's ears lies in their coming into touch with the nectar-like discourses on 
Sri Hari, delivered by learned men. (37) Was it possible, dear child, for Brahma (the first of 
all seers) to fathom the glory of Sri Hari (the Universal Spirit) even after pondering it for a 
thousand (celestial) years with his intellect ripened through the practice of Yoga ? (38) 
Therefore, the Lord's Maya deludes even those skilled in creating illusions. When the Lord 
Himself does not know the course of His own Maya, how can others fathom it ? (39) 
Obeisance to the Lord, from whom not only speech and mind but even Rudra (the deity 
presiding over the ego) and the other gods (those presiding over the senses and the organs 
of action) return disappointed, unable to reach Him. (40) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse VII 
Vidura's questions 
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Sri Suka continued : When Maitreya spoke thus, the enlightened Vidura, son of 
Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa) further asked him as follows, delighting him by his speech as it 


were. (1) 
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of the first three Varnas has the other three Purusarthas (objects of human pursuit) for their goal, that ofa Sudra has Dharma 
itself for its goal; hence it is declared above that the very occupation of a Stidra secures the pleasure of the Lord. 
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Vidura asked : O holy sage, how can the Lord, who is pure consciousness, 
immutable and unqualified (absolute), come to be associated with attributes and activity 
evenin sport? (2) Itis the hankering (for pleasure) and the desire to play with another (child 
or plaything) that impels a child to betake itself to play. But how can the Lord, whois satisfied 
in Himself and is ever one without a second, take to play ? (3) It was through His own Maya, 
consisting of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), that the Lord created the universe. 
Nay, itis through the same Maya that He sustains it and shall finally withdraw it. (4) How can 
He whose knowledge—which is His very nature—is never obscured by space, time or 
circumstance either by itself or through any other external cause, be associated with 
Maya?(5) It is the Lord alone who is present in all bodies (as the enjoyer); how can there be 
any ill luck for Him, and how can He suffer any agony due toKarmas ?(6) My mind, O sage, 
is much distracted, stuck as it is in this morass of ignorance. Remove, my lord, this great 
confusion of my mind. (7) 

YF Sara 
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Sri Suka went on: Interrupted thus by Vidura, who was keen to know the truth, the sage, 
who was free from all conceit replied as though smiling (at him), his mind fixed on the Lord. (8) 


aay sara 
aa owed ma wa feeadidere faqme amivaqa aemqi¢ | 


wea fee ge omefecda: isdiaa «= susg: )9 afereebetfeme: 1201 
aM TS AeAa: Seep YO: | aASTAT sPTa AAT WT: 121 
a 8 fafa ageaqeumiaashare fed | Taf ie! 
aefsarisa «| apreaft «ut at | fatter et Sem: Hae Hees: 1231 
BRITT fart TUTaTesTaUT ART: 
a: GHATSOM SUT ATTET 1 2X | 


Maitreya said : That the Spirit, who is the ruler (of Prakrti) and ever free, should feel 
miserable and fall into bondage is against all logic; yet such is the Lord's Maya (deluding 
potency). (9) It is because of this Maya that the Jiva appears to be bound etc., (which is 
something contrary to its nature), even though such bondage does not exist in reality, just 
as aman sees himself beheaded in a dream (even though in reality his head has not been 
severed). (10) Again, just as trembling and other characteristics, which are attributable to 
water alone, are seen in the moon (as reflected) in water, though really non-existent there- 
in, so the attributes (birth etc.) of the body (which is not the soul) appear in the soul that has 
identified itself with a body. (11) That false identification gradually disappears through the 
practice of devotion to the Lord, which is possible only by the grace of Lord Vasudeva (Sri 
Krsna), which in its turn is secured by discharging one's duties in a disinterested spirit in this 
world. (12) When the senses have withdrawn from their objects and get exclusively devoted 
to Sri Hari, the Supreme Spirit and Seer, all the distractions of the soul (in the shape of 
attachment and aversion etc.) vanish as in the case of a man buried in deep sleep. (13) All 
one's afflictions are got rid of by uttering and hearing the praises of Sri Krsna (the Slayer of 
the demon Mura); what wonder, then, that such a result should be brought about by fondness 
developed in one's heart for worshipping the dust of His lotus-feet? (14) 
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Vidura said : My doubts have been eradicated by the sword of your reasoned exposition, 
my lord. My mind has now clearly grasped both the points (the Lord's freedom and the Jiva's 
dependence). (15) You have rightly observed, O sage, that the bondage etc.. of the Jiva is 
attributable to Sri Hari's own Maya (deluding potency). Such bondage is only apparent without 
any reality or foundation; for the universe itself has no foundation except the Lord's Maya. (16) 
He who is the most ignorant and he who has realized God, who is beyond the reach of mind, 
both these lead a care-free life in this world; while he who stands between the two (is full of 
doubt) lives in misery. (17) Having concluded that the material world, though appearing to exist, 
is not real, | shall now, by the service of your feet, get rid even of that false appearance (mental 
illusion). (18) Through the service of these feet can be had the feast of intense devotion to the 
feet of the immutable Lord, the Slayer of the demon Madhu—devotion that puts an end to the 
agony of birth and death. (19) The service of the Lord's devotees, who are living approaches 
to Lord Visnu (or His divine realm) and in whose company are ever sung the praises of Lord 
Janardana (lit., He who is invoked by His devotees), who is adored even by gods, cannot be 
easily secured by men of little penance. (20) 


Siaanvaerar | asat fageger TAY sifererey: 1221 
are «aed Meee Rae! aa fae ga clan: afscHrs ATA 122 
afea cafee: om: aienditatage| safe act autafaydicdae 7: 1231 
wa wag daa ag: ae Tht: 1 son fafearpaa ores aie aa 12! 
wade a fsa ar sade aigaqeats TST, 1 24 | 
want ats ama wise 3 oat qoftarersrad 126 | 
aat et sant a ysies a aia frelemgutart =| _aitgquaaferor 
ae a: widegg misefesitieery, 1291 
Tpradiaae wifes | Gad: sierra saraeatentarrry 1261 
auisrmatasrnis SUseauaa: |e BaHaife dee a fad 12¢ | 
age a fear are a ua: set) depete a ores oe AT TAA 80! 
3 pisrmmaarn! Stee aaa as aad forendst: 1321 
(You have just told me that) at the dawn of creation the almighty Lord brought forth in their 
order of sequence the Mahat-tattva and other categories along with their evolutes and, 
having evolved the Cosmic Body out of those categories, eventually entered the same. (21) 
Itis that Cosmic Being whom the Vedas call the most ancient Person, who is endowed with 
thousands of ( a myriad) feet, thighs and arms and in whom all these different worlds abide 
with ample space about them. (22) Nay, it is in that Cosmic Being, as you declare, that the 
ten vital airs,each of which again manifests itself in three forms (viz., Vigour, will-power and 


bodily strength) abide along with the Indriyas and their objects as well as the deities oresiding 
over them; and from the same Being have emanated the four classes of society. Pray, speak 
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to me now about the glorious manifestations (Brahma and others) of that Cosmic Being, from 
whom were evolved along with their sons and grandsons, great grandsons and kinsmen, 
living beings of various forms and shapes, who filled this universe. (23-24) Who are the 
Prajapatis (lords of created beings) that were evolved by Brahma (that lord of Prajapatis)? 
Again, what are the main categories of beings that he created and what are their subdivisions ? 
And in what order did he evolve the fourteen Manus (Swayambhuva and others), that preside 
over one full Manvantara each ? (25) Pray, also let me know their lines of descent and narrate 
the doings of their descendants; and further describe, O Maitreya (son of Mitra), the relative 
position and dimensions of the spheres that are located above and below the earth, as well 
as of the terrestrial region,and the detailed process of creation of beasts, human beings and 
gods, reptiles and birds, in short, of all living beings—viviparous and oviparous, those born 
of sweat and those sprouting from the soil (such as trees and plants). (26-27) Also kindly 
recount at length the glorious exploits—connected with the creation, preservation and 
dissolution of the universe—of the Lord who is the abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity), and who bodied Himself forth as Brahma, Visnu and Siva, His manifestations 
with reference to a particular Guna (mode of Prakrti). (28) O lord, further tell me the grouping 
of society into so many Varnas (grades or classes) and Agramas (stages of life) on the basis 
of outward marks, conduct and temperament, the birth and doings etc., of the Rsis (seers) 
and the division of the Vedas, the extensive details of sacrifices, the path of Yoga 
(disinterested action), the path of renunciation and the path of Knowledge or discrimination 
between Matter and Spirit, the Vaisnava Cult (the Paficaratra Agama) taught by the Lord (to 
the sage Narada), the heterogeneity caused by the dissemination of heretic doctrines, the 
descent of races through a mother belonging to a higher caste than the father, and the nature 
and variety of destinies reached by men after their death according to their Gunas 
(characteristics) and Karma (doings). (29—31) 
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Also tell me, O holy Brahmana, the means conducive severally to religious merit, worldly 
riches, sensuous enjoyment and final beatitude without prejudice to one another, the 
methods, one by one, of agriculture, trade etc., as well as of administration of justice and 
study of the Vedas, the method of performing Sraddha (a ceremony in honour and for the 
benefit of dead relatives) and even so the evolution of the Pitrs (the manes), and likewise the 
relative position of the planets, lunar mansions and other stars among the heavenly bodies 
as determining the divisions of time. (82-33) What is the reward of charitable gifts, austere 
penance, sacrificial acts and works of public utility (such as the digging of wells and tanks, 


the construction of roads and temples, the cultivation of gardens etc.)? What are the duties 
of one living abroad as well as of a man in adverse circumstances ? (34) Also tell me, O 
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sinless Maitreya, the means by which Lord Sri Krsna (who is invoked by His devotees), the 
source of piety, can be propitiated, and what type of men are able to win His pleasure. (35) 
Teachers who are kind to the meek, O chief of the Brahmanas, tell their devoted pupils and 
sons even what they may not have asked. (36) In how many ways, O worshipful sage, do 
these elements (earth etc.) return to their source (Primordial Matter)? And who wait on Him 
even during a Pralaya and who get merged in Him while He is in Yoganidra ? (37) What is 
the true nature of the Jiva (embodied soul) and the essential character of the Supreme ? 
What is the wisdom taught by the Upanisads and what, again, is the use a teacher has for 
his pupil and vice versa ? (38) Then, what are the means suggested by the wise, O sinless 
one, for attaining that wisdom? For neither spiritual enlightenment nor Devotion nor 
dispassion can be had by itself. (39) Therefore, being friendly disposed towards me, kindly 
answer these questions of mine, that | have asked with intent to acquaint myself with the 
exploits of Sri Hari, ignorant as | am and blinded by Maya. (40) (The study of) all the Vedas, 
sacrificial acts and austere penance and charitable gifts. O holy one, cannot equal even a 
fraction of the merit that one acquires by rendering a Jiva (embodied soul) immune from the 
fear of birth and death (through instruction in the truth about God). (41) 
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Sri Suka continued : When Vidura (the foremost of the Kurus) asked Maitreya (the chief 


of the sages) questions bearing on the theme of the Puranas, the latter was immensely 
delighted on being urged to narrate the stories of the Lord, and smilingly spoke as follows. (42) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
Brahma’'s manifestation 


a7 sara 
await «= a RT TTT TTT: | 
ayfadertsrrcnttaaret ue We qatar! 8 
as qi aeeqea eG veg face atl 
yadt ama TTS TS TTT: 1 2 | 
areigeat = aee  gNUT SaHUSTAH | 
fafaaerana: Re FAS yrs 3 I 
waa fied ag Ce ager | 
TRAM ATA TTA TS A fageteara | ¥ 1 


Dis. 8] | BOOK THREE 165 


HHHHKHKKHHHKSASSSHHHHHATHHKTeee SHAS HeS HHH HHHH HE SERRA A EAA EA RRR Re RR ROR RR 


aE: STH STANT 
Ut aedeafeusten: wa Oa afesftduet: 1 & | 
aelorat SAAT TAIT oat aM: | 
fentteareera forsetan sel feta rerarHUT ae. ad 


Maitreya said : Oh! the race of Puru has become worthy of adoration even by noble men 
ever since you were born into it—you, who are no other than the god Yama (one of the 
protectors of the world), so devoted to the Lord; and you lend fresher and newer charm at 
every step and every moment to the garland of Sri Hari's glories (by your pertinent 
questions). (1) Now, in order to relieve the great woe of men who fall into it in their search 
for trivial delights (of sense), | commence the Bhagavata-Purana, which Lord Sankarsana 
(Sega) himself was pleased to teach the seers (Sanaka and others). (2) Eager to know the 
truth about the Lord who is even higher than Sankarsana, Sanatkumara and the other sages 
approached and questioned Lord Sankarsana, the first among the gods, whose wisdom 
knows no obstruction and who had ensconced himself in the subterranean region (of 
Patala).(3) Sankarsana was (at that time) engaged in offering (mental) worship to his own 
(source and) stay, whom the Vedas call by the name of Lord Vasudeva: andin order to afford 
delight to the sages (Sanatkumara and others) he had now partially opened his eyes, that 
resembled a pair of lotus buds and which he had turned inward till then. (4) The sages 
(reverentially) touched with their matted locks, drenched* by the water of the heavenly river 
(Ganga), the lotus that served as a support for his feet, and which daughters of the serpent 
chiefs, lovingly worshipped through various offerings with a longing to obtain a suitable 
match. (5) The sages, who were conversant with his doings, repeatedly extolled them in 
accents that faltered on account of affection. The thousand noble hoods of the serpent-god 
were brightened by superb gems set in his thousand crowns. (6) 
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Tradition says that the most worshipful Sankarsana taught this ‘Bhagavata' to Sanatkumara, 
who is devoted to the path of renunciation; and the latter in his turn, O dear Vidura, imparted 
it to Sankhyayana, who had taken a vow (of strict celibacy) and asked him questions about the 
same. (7) Sankhyayana, the foremost among those who had realized the truth, in his 
eagerness to recount the glories of the Lord, repeated it to his devoted pupil and our preceptor, 
ParaSara, and then to the sage Brhaspati. (8) Urged by Pulastya, the gracious sage Paragara 


reproduced that foremost Purana (Srimad Bhagavata) to me; and | now proceed to teach the 
same to you, dear child, who are so reverent and ever devoted to me.(9) 
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*While coming from the highest heaven, Satyaloka, to the nethermost region of Patdla, it seems, Sanatkumara and 
others had coursed through the stream of the Ganga, which flows from Satyaloka right up to Patala washing on its way all the 


other celestial spheres, the atmosphere, the surface of the earth and all the other terrestrial regions. This obviously accounts 
for the wetness of their matted locks. 
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(Prior to the creation) the whole of this universe was submerged in water. At that time the only 
one that existed was Lord Narayana, who lay on His couch of Sesa (the lord of serpents), having 
shut His eyes on account of sleep (in the form of deep meditation), although His consciousness 
was wide awake even then, ceasing from all activity (in the form of creation, preservation and 
dissolution of the universe) and revelling in the bliss of His own Self. (10) Having deposited the 
subtle bodies ofall the Jivas (embodied souls) in His own body, the Lord reposed on those waters, 
which served as His resting-place—even as fire remains latent in wood, concealing its burning 
capacity etc.,—keeping only His potency in the shape of Time active (in orderto rouse Him when 
the time of creation arrived again). (11) Having thus slept on those waters for (a period equivalent 
to) one thousand rounds of the four Yugas with His own energy in the form of consciousness 
about Him, when He was shown the residue of Karma of all the Jivas by His potency called Time, 
which had already been directed by Him for this purpose, He saw countless worlds merged in 
His own body. (12) When His eye thus fell on the subtle matter (in the shape of subtle bodies) 
which lay deposited in His body and which was now roused into activity by) the Rajoguna (the 
principle of activity impelled by Time, the same issued out of His navel in order to evolve grosser 
forms. (13) By force of Time, which roused into activity the residue of Karma of the Jivas, that 
subtle matter which came out of the navel of Lord Visnu sprang all of a sudden in the form of a 
lotus bud, illuminating with its splendour that vast expanse of water even as the sun. (14) The 
all-pervading Lord Visnu Himself, O Vidura, entered as the inner controller thatlotus representing 
all the (fourteen) worlds, which brought to light (later on) all the objects of sensuous enjoyment. 
(When the Lord entered the lotus ), there appeared from it the Creator (Brahma), whois no other 
than Veda personified and whom they call "Self-born" (because his Progenitor was not to be 
seen). (15) Perched on the pericarp of the iotus, Brahma failed to perceive any world. Turning 
his neck all round, therefore, he looked aboutin the sky with distended eyes and was immediately 
endowed with four faces, one on each side. (16) Lo! resting on that lotus, which had emerged 
from the waters uproarious with waves tossed by the (furious) winds which characterized 
the period of universal destruction, Brahma (the first god) could not make out the reality of 
that lotus, which formed the basis of the coming worlds, nor of himself. (17) 
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(He said to himself:) "Who am |, seated on the pericarp of this lotus, and whence can 
this lotus be, standing on these waters all alone (without any support)? It can, therefore, be 
easily understood by any sane person that there must be something underneath it, on which 
this stands supported." (18) 
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Reasoning thus, he dived into the water through the pores in the stalk of that lotus. But 
much as he strove to find out the base of the lotus stalk, Brahma (the unborn) failed to get at 
it then, even though he approached it. (19) While he thus looked about for his own source in 
that impenetrable darkness, O Vidura, there elapsed a very long time—time, which is nothing 
but the Lord's discus (SudarSana), that inspires terror in the heart of living creatures and cuts 
short the allotted span of their life (every moment). (20) At last he gave up the search without 
achieving the object of his desire; and, returning to his resting-place, the deity gradually 
controlled his breath, withdrew his mind from everything else and sat down in Samadhi (deep 
meditation on the Lord). (21) When he had unremittingly practised Yoga for a hundred years 
(the full life-span of a healthy man) the light of wisdom dawned on him and he saw revealed 
in his heart of its own accord that which he had failed to perceive before. (22) On the waters 
that had submerged the whole universe during the period of universal destruction Brahma 
beheld the one Supreme Person (Lord Narayana) lying on the huge body of Sesa, which was 
white as a lotus fibre, and served as a bed for Him. The (extensive) hoods of the serpent-god, 
numbering ten thousand, served as so many umbrellas for the Lord and the gems set on his 
(myriad) crowns dispelled by their brilliance the darkness all round. (23) (By the effulgence of 
His swarthy person) He obscured the splendour of a mountain of emerald; (by His yellow loin- 
cloth) He outshone the bright evening clouds hanging round the sides of such a mountain; (by 
the brilliant crown adorning His head) He stole the charm of its many peaks of gold; (by His 
wreath of sylvan flowers) He eclipsed the beauty of the gems, rills, shining herbs and flowers 
adorning the breast of such a mountain; (by His shapely arms) He excelled the bamboos 
looking like the arms of that mountain and (by His beautiful legs) He threw into the background 
the trees constituting its legs. (24) His person, which contained all the three worlds, was its own 
compeer both in length and breadth; even though it added grace to the wonderful divine 
ornaments and robes themselves, yet He had chosen to adorn it with the same. (25) He 
graciously showed (by placing them in a prominent position) His wish-yielding lotus-feet to 
devotees that worshipped Him through faultless processes for the gratification of their own 
desire—lotus-feet whose petals in the shape of toes could be distinctly seen (though closely 
united with one another) through the rays of their moon-like nails. (26) Nay, He greeted His 
worshippers with His countenance, which was endowed with a beautiful nose and graceful 
eyebrows and lit up with a smile that was enough to relieve the agony of the whole world, and 
which was graced with brilliant ear-rings and reflected the ruddy lustre of His lips, that 
resembled a ripe Bimba fruit. (27) His buttocks were adorned with a loin-cloth yellow as the 
filaments of a Kadamba flower, as well as with a girdle; while His bosom, dear son, was marked 
with a golden streak and graced with its favourite necklace, which was invaluable. (28) In the 
shape of the fourteen worlds Heis like a sandal tree, the king of trees, with His pairofstoutarms, 
adorned with most precious armlets and the best of gems, for its numberless boughs, with its 
root unknown (because it has no root other than itself) and with the hoods of Sesa (the lord of 
serpents) coiled about its trunk. (29) (Lying in the midst of the ocean) the Lord further looked 
like a mountain surrounded by water. Even as a mountain affords shelter to both animate and 
inanimate beings, the Lord is the resting-place of the whole animate and inanimate creation. 
Even as a mountain is friendly (hospitable) to large serpents, the Lordis a friend of Sesa (the 
lord of serpents). The thousands of diadems that adorned the hoods of Sesa appeared like 
so many peaks of gold; while the diamond called Kaustubha that shone on the bosom of the 
Lord looked like a gern emerging from the heart of a mountain. (30) Brahma now had a clear 
view of Sri Hari, who wore round His neck a wreath of sylvan flowers, that represented 
His glory and was graced by the Vedas that had taken the form of bees to hymn His praises. He 
was inaccessible even to the sun, the moon, the air and fire, and could hardly be approached 
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(by His enemies), being closely guarded by His weapons (like Sudarsana and others) who 
were truth, consciousness and bliss personified (i.e., had divine forms of their own), and ever 
paraded round Him. (31) That very moment, Brahma, the would-be creator of the world, who 
was intent on evolving the universe, beheld (in his heart along with the Lord) the lotus which 
had shot forth from His navel, the water (that surrounded Him), the blast (that was blowing), 
the sky (that hung over his head like a canopy) as well as himself (seated on the lotus) and 
nothing other than these. (32) Dominated as he was by the quality of Rajas (the principle of 
activity), he desired to undertake the work of evolving the creation; but when he saw only the 
aforesaid meterial for the same, he fixed his mind on the Lord, whose ways are unknown to 
anyone, and thus began to extol Him who is the only one deserving of praise, intent as he 
was on creation. (33) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Brahma said: Itis after a very long time that | have come to know You today. It is really 
shameful that living beings should fail to realize the true nature of the Lord (Yourself). (In fact) 
there is nothing other than You; and even that which appears to exist is not real. For, when 
the equilibrium of the Gunas of Mayais disturbed, itis You alone who appear as many. (1) The 
light of wisdom, which is synonymous with joy, being ever manifest in You, the darkness of 
ignorance can never approach You. This form, which is the seed of hundreds of forthcoming 
Avataras, and from the lotus sprung from whose navel | have emanated, has been assumed 
by You for the first time just in order to show Your grace to the worshippers. (2) | donot regard 
Your essence, which is purely blissful and undifferentiated and of the nature of unobscured 
effulgence, as something other than this form of Yours, O Supreme Spirit. That is why | have 
taken refuge in this very form, which, though creating the universe, is yet beyond the universe 
and is the source of all the five elements and the ten Indriyas. (3) It is for the good of Your 
worshipper in me, O source of blessings to the world, that You have revealed this form of 
Yours to me. | make obeisance again and again to You, who are disregarded only by people 
that are addicted to the pleasures of sense and thus deserve a place in hell. (4) O Lord, You 
never leave the lotus heart of Your devotees, who take in through the opening of their ears 
the fragrance (delightful glory) of Your lotus-feet, wafted by the breeze of the Vedas, Your 
feet being held fast by the cords of supreme devotion. (5) A man is subject to fear, grief, 
covetousness, ignominy and inordinate greed proceeding from wealth, house and kinsmen; 
nay, he is obsessed with the false sense of mineness in respect of the same, which is the 
root of all sorrow, only so long as he does not take refuge in Your feet, which secure immunity 
from all fear. (6) Programmes connected with You (such as the hearing and chanting of Your 
praises etc.) destroy all evil. They have, therefore, been robbed of their wits by (an 
unpropitious) fate, who, having withdrawn their senses from such a programme, remain 
constantly engaged in sinful pursuits, their mind possessed with covetousness for the most 
trivial pleasures of sense, and feeling miserable on that account. (7) It pains my soul, O 
immortal Lord of infinite power, to see these* creatures being repeatedly tormented by 
hunger and thirst, by the three humours (flatulence, bile and phlegm), by cold, heat, storm 
and rain, as well as by one another, and by the unbearable fire of passion as also by 
anger.(8) So long as a man, O Lord, continues to regard himself as apart from (other than) 
the Lord (Yourself) on account of Your Maya (which stands between You and him) in the 
shape of the senses and their objects, the cycle of birth and death will not cease for him. 
Though this cycle has no reality, it is a perennial source of sorrows; for through this a man 
reaps the fruit of his actions. (9) 
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* Although no living being was present before Brahma at that time, since the work of creation had not been started till 


then, he could see their subtle bodies in the person of the Lord, and evidently was able to read their future life as if he actually 
saw it. 
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Those who have an aversion for programmes connected with You have to pass through 
a series of births and deaths in this world, no matter if they are born in a family of seers. For 
the mind and senses of such men are occupied with mundane pursuits and distracted with 
worldly thoughts by day, and they remain buried in slumber at night, although their sleep is 
disturbed moment after moment, their mind being tossed about by ambitions of various kinds, 
and their endeavours for the realization of their object are frustrated by Providence. (10) The 
path leading to You can be discovered only by hearing Your praises etc., and You surely dwell 
in the lotus-like heart of Your devotees, purified through the practice of Devotion. In order to 
oblige Your devotees You assume that very form in which they think of You, O Lord, who are 
profusely praised ! (11) One (without a second), You are the disinterested friend, nay, the 
very inner Self of all beings seated in their very heart. That is why You are not pleased so 
much when worshipped by the gods with some deep-rooted desire in their heart, though 
through abundant materials, as through compassion towards all beings, a virtue 
which cannot be acquired by the wicked. (12) Therefore, the highest reward of a man's act 
is to win Your pleasure, O Lord, through various religious pursuits such as sacrificial 
performances, charitable gifts, austere penance and observing sacred vows; for a religious 
act that has been dedicated to You never dies (brings inexhaustible merit). (13) The illusion 
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of diversity stands eternally swallowed by the very effulgence of Your Being, the abode of 
wisdom. My obeisance to You, the Supreme Person, You take delight in the sportful activities 
of Maya, who is responsible for the creation, preservation and dissolution of the universe. 
| have, therefore, made obeisance to You, the Ruler of the universe. (14) They who utter Your 
names, signifying Your descent, virtues and exploits, even in an unconscious state at the 
moment of death, are immediately rid of their sins of many lives and attain (oneness with) 
Brahma, who shines beyond the veil of Maya. |, therefore, take refuge in You, who are 
unborn. (15) Obeisance to the Lord manifesting Himself (at the time of creation) as the tree 
of this universe, which evolves from Prakrti—that has its root, again, in the Lord Himself— 
splitting it up into the three Gunas (Rajas, Sattva and Tamas), and appearing first of all as 
its three trunks, viz., myself (Brahma), Lord Visnu Himself and Lord Siva (who dwells on 
Mount Kailasa)—who are severally responsible for the creation, preservation and dissolu- 
tion of the universe—and thereafter grows into numerous boughs and branches (viz., the 
various lords of created beings, Manus and so on). (16) Your worship has been declared by 
Yourself as a man's duty yielding happy results. But neglecting this duty, man remains 
(mostly) engaged in prohibited acts. Time, however, which is most powerful and vigilant too, 
cuts off ina momenthis hope of survival. As a matter of fact, itis You who appear in the form 
of Time; my obeisance is, therefore, due to You. (17) Even|, who preside over the Satyaloka 
(the highest heaven), that endures for two Parardhas (the allotted span of Brahma's life) and 
is adored by all the other spheres, am afraid of Time. It was with the object of attaining You 
(and thus securing immunity from the ravages of Time) that | practised austere penance for 
many years. My obeisance to You, who preside over all sacrifices. (18) (Being ever satisfied 
by Your own blissful nature) You have no craving for sense-delights. Yet, with a view to 
maintaining the standards of morality and virtue established by Yourself, You have voluntarily 
assumed forms in different species of life, such as birds, beasts, human beings, gods and 
others | My salutation to You, the divine Purusottama (the Supreme Person). (19) Though 
untainted by Avidya (nescience) which appears in five forms (viz., Avidya or fundamental 
ignorance, Asmita or egotism, Raga or attraction, Dwesa or aversion and AbhiniveSa or the 
fear of death), You have enjoyed sleep in the midst of water tossed by fearful waves—a sleep 
which has proved delightful to You on account of the (soft) touch of the serpent (Lord Sesa), 
who serves as a bed for You—having deposited all the worlds in Your belly, thereby illustrating 
the relief which a man enjoys during sleep (or allowing a respite to the Jivas from ceaseless 
exertion during successive births for a whole Kalpa consisting of 4,32,00,00,000 human 
years). (20) It is from the lotus sprung from Your navel, O praiseworthy Lord, that | have 
emerged and itis by Your grace that | have secured this opportunity of serving the three worlds 
by creating them. You kept the universe (as a safe deposit) in Your belly for such a long time 
(a whole Kalpa) and Your lotus eyes have just opened, indicating thereby that Your sleep in 
the form of abstract meditation has come to an end. |, therefore, make obeisance to You. (21) 
You are the sole well-wisher and friend, nay, the very Self (Inner Controller) of all animate and 
inanimate beings and the lover of the suppliant. Therefore, pray, endow my vision (understand- 
ing) with the same wisdom and supernatural power by which You delight the universe, so that 
| may be able to create this universe as it existed in the preceding Kalpa. (22) You grant the 
wishes of those who take refuge in You. Therefore, when | proceed to create the universe, 
which will be nothing but an exhibition of Your own creative power, be pleased to fill my mind 
with (the thought of) each and every exploit You may perform in course of the descents You 
take along with Your own divine Energy, Goddess Rama, manifesting many a divine virtue, 
so that | may remain untainted by the impurities (in the shape of egotism etc.) attaching to 
the work of creation. (23) | am the deity presiding over-the Mahat-tattva, which represents 
Your power of understanding, one of the innumerable powers possessed by You, and sprang 
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from the pool of Your navel even while You, the Supreme Person, slept on these waters. 
Therefore, as | proceed to bring to light the wonderful creation, which will be Your own 
manifestation, let not my utterance of the Vedic words fail. (24) You are the most ancient 
Person possessing infinite grace. Be pleased, O Lord, to open Your lotus eyes with a smile 
expressive of abundant love; and, rising (from Your bed in the shape of the serpent-god) for 
the creation of the universe, dispel my despondency by Your mellifluous speech. (25) 
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Maitreya continued : Having thus beheld his Father by dint of austere penance, worship 
and abstract meditation, Brahma extolled Him as best as his mind and speech allowed him 
to do, and then stood silent, as though exhausted. (26) When Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the 
demon Madhu) came to know the intention of Brahma, who was depressed in spirits at the 
sight of the waters surging all round during that period of universal dissolution, and was at 
aloss to know the relative position of the various worlds (to be created by him), He addressed 
Him in deep accents as though removing his faint-heartedness. (27-28) 
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The Lord said : Do not fall a prey to lassitude (born of despair), O Brahma (repository 
of the Vedas); exert yourself for creation. | have already arranged what you ask of Me. (29) 
Practise penance once more and offer worship through Mantras sacred to Me; thereby, O 
Brahma, you shall find the worlds revealed in your heart. (30) Then, full of devotion and 
concentrated in mind, O Brahma, you will find Me pervading yourself as well as the whole 
universe, and will see the worlds as well as the Jivas (embodied souls) resting in Me. (31) 
The very moment a man finds Me present in all beings as fire in every piece of wood, he is 
rid of all infatuation. (32) And, when he realizes himself as devoid of the five elements, the 
Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action), the Gunas (the modes 
of Prakrti) and the inner sense, and identical with Me, his very Self, he attains liberation. (33) 
Even though you desire to evolve innumerable creatures according to the stock of their past 
Karma, your mind does not feel perplexed in regard to this matter; that is because you have 
My grace in abundance. (34) The wicked Rajoguna (the principle of activity) will not bind you, 
the first seer, since your mind will remain attached to Me even while you are occupied with 
the work of evolving the creation. (35) Today you have come to know Me, even though living 


beings find it difficult to know Me; for you regard Me as free from the five elements, the 
Indriyas, the Gunas and the inner sense. (36) Doubting My existence, when you proceeded 


to look out for the base of the lotus under water along its stalk, | revealed to you My being 
in your very heart. (37) 
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That you have offered Me praises interspersed with the glory of My stories or that you 
have developed faith in austere penance, dear Brahma, all this is due to My grace. (38) May 
success attend you ! | am pleased with you since you have extolled Me in your eagerness 
to create the worlds, describing Me as destitute of the Gunas (modes of Prakrti), even though 
| appear as endowed with such Gunas. (39) |, the Bestower of all desired objects and 
blessings, shall be quickly and immensely pleased with the man who offers worship to Me 
everyday, extolling Me through this hymn of praise. (40) The knowers of Truth are of the 
opinion that My pleasure alone is the highest good to be attained by men through works of 
public utility (such as the digging of wells etc.), austere penance, sacrificial performances, 
charitable gifts, practice of Yoga (control of mind) and abstract meditation. (41) 1am the Self 
of all embodied souls, O Brahma (the Creator), and the dearest of all dear ones. Therefore, 
a man should bestow his love on Me alone; for the body and other things are dear only on 
My account. (42) Now evolve the three worlds as well as the beings who are lying hidden in 
Me even as in the Kalpa preceding the period of universal dissolution by means of your own 
personality, that has emanated from Me, and which is an embodiment of all the Vedas. (43) 
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The sage Maitreya continued : The Lord whose navel is distinguished by alotus sprung 
from it, and who is the Ruler of both Matter and Spirit, thus disclosed to Brahma (the Creator 
of the universe) the means of evolving the creation and concealed from his view His divine 
form (the form which is known by the name of Narayana). (44) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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Description of the tenfold creation 
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Vidura said : When the Lord had disappeared from view, how many species of life did Brahma, 
the grandfather of the whole creation, evolve either from his body or from his mind? (1) Pray, also 
elucidate one after another the points that | have referred to you, O worshipful sage, and 
resolve all my doubts, foremost as you are of those possessing a vast knowledge. (2) 

Yd sara 
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Sita continued : Thus requested by Vidura, O Saunaka (a scion of Bhrgu), the sage 
Maitreya (son of Kusaru) felt highly pleased and proceeded to answer the queries (by 
Vidura), which he had borne in his mind.(3) 
aaa sara 
fates am ah feet ada au:isneemaaresa ose «ara: 1 ¥ | 
Teele «6a aefeiea: ues aerator aha & | 
waa ara fas are feagearact zoe ae aera € | 
aera faacenta gent aefeigan sea cer are alerted! © | 
wert dassfasa 9 saeatatien: | Uh caurgignen fret sred feanet ¢ | 
Wagiastee dente: aned:i ae amie faces: waza: | 


The sage Maitreya said : Brahma (the Creator) practised austere penance for a 
hundred celestial years with his mind fixed on Sri Narayana, as he had been told by 
the Lord, who is devoid of birth. (4) The lotus-born god now saw the lotus on which he 
was perched, as well as the water all round, being tossed by the wind, whose fury had 
been intensified by the period of universal destruction. (5) His knowledge (about 
creation) and creative power having been greatly enhanced by his ever-growing 
penance and worship through the Mantras sacred to the Lord, he drank up the wind along 
with the water. (6) Perceiving the lotus on which he sat, and which rose to the very sky, 
he thought he should bring back to light the worlds that had disappeared at the end of the 
preceding Kalpa, by means of that very lotus. (7) Directed by the Lord to carry on the work 

.of creation, Brahma entered the corolla of the lotus and split it up into three parts (viz., 
Bhuth, Bhuvah and Swah), although it was so big that it could be divided into fourteen 
or even more parts. (8) It is these three worlds alone that have been declared (in the 
scriptures) as constituting the realm where the Jivas (embodied souls) experience the 
fruit of their actions. As for Brahma, i.e., his abode (the Satyaloka) and the three worlds 
immediately below it (viz., Maharloka, Janaloka and Tapoloka), they are the rewards 
of virtue practised without any selfish motive. (9) 

fag Sart 
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Vidura said : Tell me in detail, my lord, about the potency—referred to by you under the 
name of Time—of Sri Hari of marvellous deeds, who appears as many (in the form of the 


universe). (10) 
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Maitreya said : Time, which in itself is undifferentiated and has no beginning or end, 
appears in the form of metamorphosis of worldly phenomena. Making it His instrument, the 
Lord (the Supreme Person) sportfully manifested Himself (in the form of the universe). (1 1) 
Having been dissolved by.the Maya (wonderful potency) of Lord Visnu, this universe existed 
(during the period of universal destruction) as no other than Brahma God, then evolved it 
as a distinct entity through the instrumentality of Time, which is undifferentiated in itself. (12) 
As the universe exists today, so it was before and so it will continue to be hereafter. Ninefold 
is its creation, the one proceeding both from Prakrti (God) and Vikrti (Brahma) being the 
tenth. (13) The reabsorption (dissolution) of the universe, again, is threefold, viz., through 
Time, elements and the Gunas (modes of Prakrti). (Now as regards the ninefold creation ) 
the first in order of sequence is the creation of the Mahat-tattva, which takes place only when 
the equilibrium of the Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) is disturbed by the will of God 
Himself. (14) The secondis the evolution of the ego (Aharn), from which proceed the five gross 
elements as well as the five senses of perception and the five organs of action. The third is 
the evolution of the subtle elements, which in their turn evolve the gross elements. (15) The 
fourth is the evolution of the Indriyas, i.e., the senses of perception and the organs of action; 
while the fifth is the evolution of the deities (presiding over the Indriyas), who are born of the 
Sattvika ego, as well as of the mind, which is also a product of the Sattvika ego. (16) The 
sixth is the evolution of Tamas (the principle of nescience), which clouds the reason and 
distracts the mind of the Jivas. These six varieties of creation proceed from Prakrti (God, 
the Cause of causes); now hear of those that proceed from Vikrti (Brahma, who sprang up 
from the Lord). (17) 
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(As a matter of fact) the creation proceeding from Brahma too is a pastime of the Lord, 
the very thought of whom rids one of all sorrows and who assumes the quality of Rajas 
(in order to carry on the work of creation as Brahma). The seventh is the sixfold creation 
of immobile creatures (plants and trees etc.), which is the first (in order of sequence of the 
three categories of creation proceeding from Brahma, and which is subdivided into six 
varieties.(18) These consist of (i) trees which bear fruit without flowering, (e.g., the banyan, 
the Peepul and so on), (ii) annual plants and herbs that die as soon as their fruit is ripe (such 
as the cereals), (iii) creepers that grow on the support of other trees or walls etc., (iv) plants 
which have a hard bark (such as the bamboo), (v) creepers that creep on the ground alone, 
being too stiff to climb upwards (such as the melon, the water-melon and so on) and (vi) trees 
which bear fruit after blossoming. All these draw their nutriment from below; they are almost 
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wanting in sensibility, have an inward feeling of touch alone and possess some peculiarity 
of their own. (19) The eighth is the creation of animals (lit., living beings that draw their 
nutriment horizontally). They are believed to have as many as twenty-eight varieties, have 
no sense of time, are irrational (led by instinct alone), can perceive (what is desirable for 
them) with their olfactory sense, and cannot take a long view of things. (20) Of these, the 
bovine class, the goat, the buffalo, the black antelope, the swine, the Gavaya (a wild animal 
very closely resembling the cow), the Ruru (a species of deer), the sheep and the camel, O 
noblest of men, belong to the category of cloven-hoofed beasts. (21)The donkey, the horse, 
the mule, the Gaura ( a white antelope), Sarabha (an eight-legged animal extinct now) and 
the yak (a kind of wild ox, the bushy end of whose tail is employed as Chowrie)—all these 
are classed as the whole—hoofed beasts. Now hear, O Vidura, the names of the beasts who 
are endowed with five claws. (22) They are: the dog, the jackal, the wolf, the tiger, the cat, 
the hare, the hedgehog, the lion, the monkey, the elephant, the tortoise, the iguana (a large 
arboreal lizard) and the alligator etc. (23) The heron, the vulture, the quail, the hawk, the 
Bhasa (a bird of prey), the Bhallka, the peacock, the swan, the crane, the Cakrawaka, the 
crow, the owl etc., are birds moving in the air. (24) The ninth is the creation of the human 
species, which, O Vidura, is only of one kind and whose current of nutriment tends 
downwards. Human beings have an abundance of Rajas (the principle of activity), are active 
by nature and take delight in the pleasures of sense, which are rooted in sorrow. (25) All these 
three (viz., the immobile creation, the beasts and birds and the human species) as well as 
the creation of the gods (to be discussed hereafter), O noblest of men, are creations that 
have proceeded from Brahma. As for the deities (presiding over the Indriyas and) born of 
the Sattvika ego they have already been dealt with (in verse 16 above under the category 
of the creation proceeding from God); while the creation of the sages Sanaka and others is 
classed as proceeding from God and Brahma both.” (26) 
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The creation of heavenly beings consists of eight varieties, viz., the gods; the manes; the 

demons; the Gandharvas (celestial musicians) and the Apsaras (celestial dancing girls); the 
Yaksas and the Raksasas; the Siddhas (a class of heavenly beings endowed with 
supernatural powers), the Caranas (the celestial bards) and the Vidyadharas; the Bhtutas 
(ghosts), Pretas (spirits) and Pisacas (fiends); the Kinnaras, Kimpurusas and ASwamukhas. 
| have thus told you, O Vidura, the ten creations evolved by the Lord personally as well as 
in the form of Brahma (the Creator of the universe). (27-28) After this | shall speak to you 
of the ruling dynasties as well as the periods presided over by the Manus, United with Rajas 
(the principle of activity) as the self-born Brahma, the creator, none other than Sri Hari of 
unfailing resolve thus projects Himself (in the form of the universe) by Himself at the 
beginning of every Kalpa. (29) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavaita-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
PISS ier 
*Sanaka and others, being the mind-born sons of Brahma, obviously belong to the creation proceeding from Brahma. 
But having been created before all others, even before Rudra and the Prajapatis (the progenitors of all created beings), they 
are also classed as a creation proceeding from God Himself. 
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BI NeHIsaN SATA: 


Discourse XI 


Divisions of Time such as Manvantara and so on 
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Maitreya continued : The minutest particle of material substance (which cannot be 
further divided), which has not yet evolved, nay, not even been combined with other similar 
particles and hence eternally exists (in that causal state) should be known by the name of 
Paramanu. It is the combination of more than one such Paramanus that creates in the mind 
of men the illusory notion of a unit. (1) Even so the entire range of material substances taken 
as an unspecified and undifferentiated whole, before it undergoes further transformation, 
i.e., returns to its ultimate source (Prakrti), constitutes what is known as the largest size. (2) 
(Just as the minutest particle of a material substance such as earth and so on leads us to 
postulate the existence of a Paramanu, and the combination of material substances to that 
of the largest size), so can we infer the long and short measures of time, which (being a 
potency of the Lord) is the same as the Lord, all-pervading and unmanifest, and which is the 
circumscriber of finite objects inasmuch as (in the form of the sun) it travels across the large 
and small dimensions of things. (3) The measure of time which (in the form of the sun) flits 
across the smallest particle of matter is called a Paramanu; while that which extends over 
the whole life-span of the universe (viz., from its creation to dissolution) is the longest 
measure of time (in relation to the cosmos, viz., a couple of Parardhas, constituting the life- 
span of Brahma). (4) 
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Two Paramanus make one Anu (an atom); while three Anus constitute a Trasarenu* (the 


*The words ‘Anu' and ‘Trasarenu' though primarily denoting the dimensions of material objects, also signify the measure 
of time taken by the sun to travel across the aforesaid dimensions. 
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minutest particle of matter or mote), seen floating in space through the sun's rays that enter 
a room through the eye-holes of a lattice. (5) The measure of time which (in the form of the 
sun) travels across a composite of three Trasarenus is known as a Truti; a Vedha consists 
of a hundred Trutis, while three Vedhas constitute what is known as a Lava. (6) Acomposite 
of three Lavas should be known by the name of Nimesa (the twinkling of an eye); while three 
Nimesas are spoken of as one moment (Ksana). A composite of five moments is known as 
a Kastha; while fifteen Kasthas go to make a Laghu. (7) Fifteen Laghus taken together are 
called a Nadika; a couple of Nadikas constitute one Muhtrta, while six or seven Nadikas 
(according as the day or night is short or long) make a Prahara, which forms one quarter of 
a day or night of human beings. (8) A pot (of copper) weighing six Palas or ninety-six Masas 
(8 Tolas) and with a capacity of one Prastha (two seers) of water should be bored (at the 
bottom) with a gold needle weighing four Masas and four Angulas (a finger's breadth) long, 
and left on water. The time which will be taken by such a potto be filled with and consequently 
submerged in water is known as a Nadika. (9) The day and night of human beings consist 
of four Yamas or quarters each: while fifteen days and nights constitute a fortnight, which 
is bright and dark (alternately), O respecter of others. (10) Both these fortnights, taken 
together, make one month, which constitutes a day and night of the Pitrs (manes). Two 
months, taken together, go to make a Rtu (season); while an Ayana consists of six months. 
An Ayana is southerly and northerly by turns ( according as the sun takes a southerly or 
northerly course), and the two Ayanas constitute a day and night of the gods in heaven. 
These are known as one year or twelve months (on earth) and a hundred years have been 
declared as the full life-span of human beings. (11-12) The ever-vigilant sun-god, who is 
manifestation of the Lord Himself and identical with the Time-Spirit, and stays in the midst 
of planets, lunar mansions and other stars, goes round the whole universe in course of time 
beginning from a Paramanu and extending to a whole year. (13) The year, O Vidura, is 
variously termed as Sarnvatsara’, Parivatsara*, Idavatsara®*, Anuvatsara* and Vatsara® 
(according as it is calculated on the basis of the revolutions of the sun, the Jupiter, the moon 
and so on). (14) Bear offerings, (O men!) to the sun-god, the originator of these five kinds 
of years, who by his potency called Time unfolds in various forms the capacity of the seed 
etc., to germinate, who as (a huge ball of) fire, which is one of the five gross elements, 
courses through the heavens in order to dispel the delusion of men (by cutting short their 
span of life and thus ridding them of their attachment for the pleasures of sense) and who 
(for those performing sacrifices etc., with some interested motive) yields many kinds of 
material fruits (in the shape of heavenly and other enjoyments) through sacrificial 


performances. (15) 
fag sara 


faqearqerorarg: «= ae TL ST Trae A |: Hea Glefaa: 1261 
War a sea aa wad aqifad faaaa ht area Baie 
Vidura said : The full life-span of the manes, gods and human beings has thus been 


1, Sarnvatsara is the name of the solar year or the period taken by the sun to pass through all the twelve signs of the zodiac 
(viz., 372 days). 

2. Parivatsara is the name of the period taken by the Jupiter to pass from one sign of the zodiac to another. The Jupiter 
takes approximately twelve years to complete its circuit through all the twelve signs. 

3. |\davatsara is the name of the Savanas year, each month of which has a uniform duration of 30 days. 

4.Anuvatsara is the name of the lunar year, each month of which ends on the Amavasya. 

5. Vatsara is the name of the year, each month of which consists of 27 days only, the period taken by the moon to pass 
through each Naksatra or lunar mansion. 
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stated by you (as consisting of a hundred years according to the measure* of time severally 
obtaining in the three worlds). Now kindly tell me the life-span of other (higher) enlightened 
beings (such as Brahma, Sanaka, Bhrgu and others), who live outside the three worlds (i.e., 
in the spheres beyond Indra's paradise). (16) Your holiness surely knows the course of the 
all-powerful Time; for the wise can see the whole universe with their eye perfected through 
Yoga (union with Gog). (17) 

aq sara 
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Maitreya replied : The four Yugas,viz., Krtayuga (Satyayuga), Treta, Dwapara and Kali 

along with their Sandhya (the transitional period marking the beginning of each Yuga) and 
Sandhyarnéa (the transitional period marking the end of each Yuga) have been declared as 
consisting of 12,000 celestial years (or 43,20,000 human years). (18) 
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The Krtayuga and the succeeding Yugas severally consist of four, three, two and one 

thousand celestial years plus twice as many hundred years (representing the Sandhya 
and Sandhyarnga of each Yuga)t. (19) Those who are conversant with the divisions of time 
call only the period intervening a Sandhya and the following Sandhyamé$a, each of which 
comprises of a hundred celestial years, as Yuga proper, foreach of these Yugas a special 


Dharma (code of virtue) is prescribed. (20) In the Krtayuga, Dharma (virtue) exists, for 
men, complete in its four limbs (viz., austere penance, internal and external purity, 
ae TES Bore Doers © aD be 


* Aday and night of the Pitrs (manes) consist of 30 days and nights of human beings. Hence the full life-span of Pitrs would 
be reckoned at 3,000 years. Even so a day and night of the gods consist of two Ayanas or 360 human days and nights. Thus 
the full life-span of the generality of gods would work up to 36,000 human years. 

+ Thusa Satyayuga consists of 4,800 celestial yearsall told (4,000 years of Satyayuga proper and 800 years representing 
the Sandhya and Sandhyamsa combined). Similarly a Treta consists of 3,600, Dwapara of 2,400 and Kali of 1,200 celestial 
years all told. In other words, a Kaliyuga consists of 4,32,000 human years, a Dwapara of twice as many, i.e., 8,64,000 years, 
a Treta of thrice as many or 12,96,000 years and a Satyayuga of four times as many or 17,28,000 years. 
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compassion and truthfulness). In the other Yugas, even as unrighteousness advances, 
virtue diminishes by one limb successively* (21) Beyond the three worlds, (from the 
Maharloka) as far as the abode of Brahma, one thousand revolutions of the four Yugas 
constitute a day; and equal in length is the night, dear Vidura, when Brahma (the Creator of 
the universe) goes to sleep (withdrawing all the three worlds into his belly). (22) At the close 
of night the creation of the three worlds commences (as in the preceding Kalpa) and 
continues for the livelong day of Brahma, which embraces the regime of the fourteen 
Manus.(23) Each Manu holds power for the period allotted to him, which is a little over 
seventy-one (71 and 6/14) revolutions of the four Yugas. During these Manvantaras there 
are separate Manus and their descendants, separate groups of seven Rsis and gods, and 
separate Indras (the rulers of all the three worlds) and their attendants (Gandharvas and so 
on), all of whom (excepting, of course, the descendants of Manu) are born together. (24) This 
is the day-to-day creation of Brahma, which affects the three worlds alone and in which the 
sub-human creatures, human beings, manes and gods are born according to their respective 
Karma. (25) During these Manvantaras the Lord assumes the quality of Sattva (harmony) 
and protects the universe, exhibiting His strength in the form of Manus and others, who are 
His own manifestations. (26) At the close of the day Brahma assumes an iota of Tamoguna 
(the principle of inertia) and, winding up his activity (in the shape of creation), becomes quiet 
(retires for the night). At that time everything else is withdrawn into him by force of time. (27) 
Again, when the night (of universal dissolution) sets in, the moon and the sun as well 
disappear and all the three worlds, viz., Bhih, Bhuvah and Swah get reabsorbed into his 
body. (28) (How this happens is described now.) When the three worlds are being consumed 
by the divine energy in the shape of fire emitted by the mouth of Lord Sankarsana (the 
serpent-god), the sages Bhrgu and others (who have their abode in the Maharloka, 
immediately above Indra's paradise) feel oppressed by the heat (of that huge conflagration) 
and ascend from the Maharloka to the Janaloka (the next higher world). (29) Meanwhile all 
the seven oceans exceed their limits at the approach of universal destruction. Their waters 
get unusually swollen and with their waves tossed by boisterous and fearful gusts of wind 
they submerge all the three worlds in no time. (30) In the midst of that (vast expanse of) water 
lies Sri Hari on His couch of Lord Ananta (Sesa), His eyes closed on account of sleep in the 
form of abstract meditation, the inhabitants of the Janaloka extolling Him (on all sides). (31) 
With the alternation of days and nights of the above description, which can be (easily) 
deduced from the (constant) flux of time, the hundred years even of Brahma's life which is 
the longest in this creation, are well-nigh spent. (32) 
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One-half of Brahmas life is called Parardha. The first Parardha has already expired and 


the second is now running (has commenced from the current Kalpa). (33) The first Parardha 
opened with a momentous Kalpa, the Brahma Kalpa, in which appeared Brahma, whom the 

* That is to say, in Treta austere penance falls into destitute; only purity, compassion and truthfulness are practised in 
the name of virtue. In the Dwapara, however, penance and purity both become obsolete; compassion and truth alone prevail. 
And in Kali truthfulness alone remains, the other three virtues become very rare. 
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wise recognize as Veda personified. (34) The Kalpa that marked the end of the same 
Parardha is called the Padma Kalpa, in which sprang from the pool of Sri Hari's navel the 
lotus representing all the worlds. (35) The present has been declared as the opening Kalpa 
of the second Parardha, O Vidura, (a scion of Bharata). It is known by the name of Varaha- 
Kalpa, inasmuch as Sri Hari took the form of a boar in this Kalpa. (36) The aforesaid period 
of two Parardhas is figuratively spoken of as the mere twinkling of an eye of the immutable, 
immortal, beginningless Lord, the Soul (origin) of the universe. (37) This all-powerful Time, 
ranging from a Paramanu (the smallest measure) to the length of two Parardhas, has no 
control over the all-embrdcing Lord; it holds sway only on those who have identified 
themselves with the body and all that is associated with it. (38) 
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This egg-shaped universe, constituted as it is of the eight causal principles (viz., 
Primordial Matter, the Mahat-tattva, the Ego and the five subtle elements) and the sixteen 
evolutes (viz., the mind, the five senses of perception, the five organs of action and the five 
gross elements, none of which evolves further), has a breadth of five million Yojanas (or forty 
million miles) and is covered outside by seven sheaths (viz., earth; water, fire, air, ether, the 
Ego and the Mahat-tattva), each of which is ten times larger than the one it surrounds. That 
cause of all causes, in which this universe with all its covering sheaths looks like a Paramanu, 
and which comprises myriads of other universes, is called the indestructible Brahma; and 
that is the transcendent reality of the most ancient Person, Lord Visnu, the Supreme Spirit 
in embodied form. (39—41) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The multiplication of creation 
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Maitreya continued : Thus | have told you, O Vidura, the glory of the Supreme Spirit 
under the name of Time. Now hear from me how Brahma (the repository of the Vedas) 
proceeded with the work of creation. (1) To begin with, Brahma (the first maker) evolved the 
five varieties of ignorance”* viz., Tamas (ignorance about one's own self), Moha (self- 
identification with the body etc.), Mahamoha (the craving for enjoyment), Tamisra (anger) 
and Andhatamisra (looking upon death as one s own end). (2) He was, however, not pleased 
with himself to see this most wicked creation. Through his mind, purified by meditation on 
the Lord Brahma (the self-born) then evolved a creation (different from the above), viz., the 
sages Sanaka and Sanandana and Sanatana and Sanatkumara, who refrained from all 
worldly activity and were Urdhvaretast (lifelong celibates). (3-4) Brahma (the self-born) said 
to these sons, “Dear sons, do you beget offspring." They, however, were little inclined to do 
so, since they had set their heart on Lord Vasudeva as the highest goal and had taken a vow 
of renunciation as a road to liberation. (5) Thus disregarded by his own sons, who had flouted 
his command, Brahma strove to curb the fierce anger generated in him. (6) But notwith- 
standing his effort to restrain it by force of reason, the passion of Brahma (the lord of created 
beings) forthwith broke through the middle of his brows in the form of a boy of dark-red 
hue. (7) The body, who was no other than Lord Rudra (the eldest-born of the gods), cried, 
"Give me names, O Creator, and also allow me abodes, father of the world." (8) Intending 
to comply with this prayer of the boy, the worshipful Brahma (who was born of the lotus) 
replied in kind tones : "Do not cry, | shall presently do it for you. (9) Since you wept as a 
frightened child, O chief of the gods, hence people will call you by the name of Rudra (lit., 
one who weeps). (10) The heart, the senses, the vital air, ether, the air, fire, water, earth, the 
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According to the great Acarya Visnuswami, the fivefold ignorance consists in Ajfiana (ignorance), Viparyasa (error or 
delusion), Bheda (sense of diversity), Bhaya (fear) and Soka (arief). 
t 'Urdhvareta' literally means he whose generative fluid has begun to flow upwards instead of downwards as in the case 
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sun and the moon and austere penance—these are the abodes | have already assigned to 
you. (11) You will be further called Manyu, Manu, Mahinasa, Mahan, Siva, Rtadhwaja, 
Ugrareta, Bhava, Kala, Vamadeva and Dhrtavrata (according to the abodes assigned to 
you). (12) Dhi, Vrtti, Usana, Uma, Niyut, Sarpi, lla, Ambika, lravati, Sudha and Diksa, O 
Rudra, shall be your wives, who will all be called Rudranis (as a class). (13) Accept these 
names and abodes and consorts too, and beget through these numerous progeny, since you 
are a Prajapati (a god presiding over creation)." (14) Thus enjoined by his father (Brahma), 
Lord Nilalohita (so-called because of his dark-red hue) begot progeny resembling himself 
in strength, appearance and disposition. (15) Brahma (the lord of created beings) was 
alarmed to see numberless hosts of Rudras (gods presiding over destruction), procreated 
by Rudra, devouring the creation on all sides. (16) “Beget no more of such progeny, O chief 
of the gods, who are burning with their fearful eyes all the four quarters including myself. (17) 
Practise austere penance that may bring happiness to all living beings; God bless you. 
Through penance alone you will be able to create this universe as it was before (in the Kalpa 
preceding the last Pralaya). (18) And through penance alone can a man easily attain the 
Lord, who is supreme effulgence, nay, who is beyond sense-perception and dwells in the 
heart of all living beings.” (19) 
sara 
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Maitreya continued : Thus instructed by Brahma (the self-born), Rudra said, "All right!" 
and, taking leave of the lord of speech and going round him (as a mark of respect), he retired 
to the woods with intent to practise austere penance. (20) Equipped with the creative energy 
of the Lord, Brahma now contemplated further creation and presently produced ten more 
sons, who were instrumental in multiplying the creation, viz., Marici, Atri, Angira, Pulastya, 
Pulaha, Kratu, Bhrgu, Vasistha and Daksa, Narada being the tenth. (21-22) Narada sprang 
up from Brahma's lap, Daksa from his thumb, Vasistha from his breath, Bhnrgu from his skin 
and Kratu was evolved from his hand. (23) Pulaha emanated from his navel, the sage 
Pulastya from his ears, Angira from his mouth, Atri from-his eyes and Marici came out of his 
mind. (24) Dharma (the god of virtue), from whom was descended Lord Narayana Himself 
(in the form of the twin brothers Nara and Narayana), appeared from his right breast. Even 
so Adharma (the spirit presiding over unrighteousness), from whom sprang the god of death, 
the terror of the whole world, appeared from his back. (25) From his heart sprang up Kama 


of ordinary male adults. We find mention in ourscriptures of hosts of Rsis who had mastered their sexual impulse so thoroughly 
that the flow of their generative fluid had turned upwards, a thing unknown in any other part of the world. This shows to what 
inconceivabie length our forefathers had developed the art of preserving the vital fluid and utilizing it towards the noblest end 
of God-Realization (aic=a=-1 wasa Sti : Cf. Bhagavadgita VIII.11). 
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(the god of love), Anger from his brows, and Greed from his lower lip, Vak (the goddess of 
speech) from his mouth, the oceans from his penis, and Nirrti (the chief of the Raksasas and 
the regent of the south-west), the spirit presiding over sin, from his anus. (26) The sage 
Kardama, the spouse of Devahtti (the mother of Lord Kapila) and a master of his self, was 
evolved from his shadow. (In this way) the whole of this creation was evolved either from the 
mind or from the body of Brahma (the maker of the universe). (27) 
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Vidura, we are told that, eager to push on the work of creation, Brahma (the self-born) 
fell in love with his own daughter, Vak, who was most handsome and captivating, but she 
had no carnal desire in her.* (28) Finding that their father had set his heart on unrighteousness, 
his sons, Marici and the other sages, remonstrated with him out of filial affection: (29) "It is 
strange that you, a master of your self, should seek to copulate with your own daughter, 
unable to control your passion! It is something which was never done by your predecessors 
in office (the Brahmas that preceded you) nor will it be done hereafter by your successors 
(the Brahmas that are going to follow you). (30) This is not something praiseworthy even for 
the all-powerful, O preceptor of the world ! For it is by following the conduct of such people 
that the world finds its way to happiness. (31) Obeisance to the Lord who by His own light 
of wisdom manifested this universe, which already lay dormant in Him! May He protect the 
cause of righteousness." (32) Brahma (the lord of Prajapatis) felt much ashamed to see his 
own sons, the lords of created beings, thus pleading with him before his very eyes, and 
immediately cast off his body. The four quarters picked up that fearful body, which continued 
in the form of fog, also known by the name of darkness. (33) Once when Brahma (the 
Creator) was pondering how should he be able to create the worlds as an organic whole as 
before, the four Vedas issued from his four mouths (one from each). (34) Even so the four 
supplementary Vedas, logic and other allied sciences (such as dialectics, Mimarnsat and 
So on), the functions of the four priests required to officiate at a sacrificial performance, the 


* Even though Brahma, who had been commissioned by the Lord to carry on His own work of creation and has been 
spoken of above as the first seer (Adikavi), Vedagarbha (a repository of the Vedas) and Vedamurti (Veda personified), and 
who had not only been blessed by the Lord never to fall a prey to delusion while proceeding with the work of creation but had 
been admitted by Him as having known His truth (vide Ill. ix. 34-36 above), could not evidently have stooped to such depths 
of moral degradation. The incident is only intended to illustrate the blindness of passion and to justify the note of warning 
sounded by our wise forefathers not to see even one’s own mother, sister or daughter when she was all alone. We read 
elsewhere in Srimad Bhagavata itself— 

Wal Set Sea a a fata Faq | acenfatsanet fagiaaty safe 11 (1x. xx. 17) 

“One should never remain alone even with one's own mother, sister or daughter. Powerful are the senses, which lead 


astray even a learned man.” 
7 Asystem of philosophy conceming itself chiefly with the correct interpretation of the Vedic ritual and text. 
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elaborate procedure of performing sacrifices, the four pillars of virtue, the four ASramas 
(stages of life) and the duties assigned to each also appeared from his mouths. (35) 
fagt Jara 
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Vidura said : When that lord of the Prajapatis (the progenitors of the world) evolved from 
his mouths the Vedas and other things (enumerated by you), tell me, in detail, O great 
ascetic, what did he produce from which mouth or other organ? (36) 
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Maitreya replied : Brahma brought out the four Vedas called the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, 
the Samaveda and the Atharvaveda severally from his mouths facing the east, south, west 
and north: and in the same order did he create Sastra (the duty of the priest called Hota) 
\jya (the duty of the Adhwaryu), Stutistoma (the duty of the Udgata) and Prayascitta (the duty 
of the Brahma). (37) In the same way he released Ayurveda (the science of medicine), 
Dhanurveda (the science of archery), Gandharvaveda (the science of music) and 
Sthapatyaveda (the science of architecture) severally from his easterly and other mouths.(38) 
The all-seeing Brahma then discharged from all his four mouths the class of literature known 
by the name of Itihasa and Purana, which is recognized as the fifth Veda. (39) Similarly 
he sent out a pair of sacrifices from each of his easterly and other mouths, viz., Sodasi 
and Uktha from the eastern, Purisi and Agnistoma from the southern, Aptoryama and 
Atiratra from the western, and Vajapeya and Gosava from his northern mouth. (40) In the 
same order he evolved the four pillars of virtue, viz., Vidya (purity acquired through 
knowledge of God), Dana (charity prompted by compassion), Tapas (austerity) and Satya 
(truthfulness) as well as the four ASramas or stages of life and the mode of life prescribed 
for each.(41) The Savitra (a vow of purity undertaken for a period of three days following 
the ceremony of Upanayana or investiture with the sacred thread for the Japa of the 
Gayatri), the Prajapatya (a vow of celibacy undertaken for a period of one year), the 
Brahma (a vow of celibacy undertaken for the entire period of prosecuting the study of the 
Vedas) and the Brhat ( a vow of lifelong celibacy), are the four modes of life prescribed for 
a Brahmacari (religious student). Even so Varta (agriculture and other vocations sanctioned 
by the Sastras), Saficaya (officiating at sacrificial performances), Salina (living on whatever 
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may be got without asking) and Siloficha (living on foodgrains found scattered and gleaned 
from the fields after the harvest has been reaped or from the grain market when the stock 
has either been sold or removed)—these are the four means of livelihood prescribed for 
a (Brahmana) householder. (42) Similarly Vaikhanasas (those living on the produce of 
uncultivated land), Valakhilyas (those who give away the old stock of foodgrains on 
receiving a new one), Audumbaras (those who live on fruits etc., brought exclusively from 
the quarter which they happen to face when quitting their bed after a night's rest) and 
Phenapas (those who live on fruits etc., dropped from trees of their own accord) are the 
four types of Vanaprasthas (anchorites dwelling in the forest in the third stage of their life). 
And the Kuticaka (he who lives in a thatched hut at one place, fully observing the rules of 
conduct prescribed for a recluse), the Bahidaka (he who regards the rules of conduct as 
of secondary importance and accords a superior place to knowledge), the Harnsa (he who 
treads the path of knowledge) and the Niskriya or Paramaharnsa (he who has attained 
spiritual wisdom and Jivanmukti or liberation in this very life)—these are the four types of 
Sarnyasis or recluses (those who have renounced their hearth and home in the fourth or 
last stage of their life). (43) Even so the four branches of knowledge, viz., Anviksiki (the 
knowledge of the Spirit, which is conducive to liberation), Trayi (the knowledge of the ritual, 
which leads to enjoyment in heaven), Varta (the technical knowledge of agriculture, 
commerce, etc.), and Dandaniti (political science), and the four Vyahrtis or mystical 
formulae uttered at the beginning of the Gayatri (Bhuh, Bhuvah, Swah, and the combina- 
tion of the three, viz., Bhurbhuvahswah) issued from his mouths in the same order; while 
Pranava (the mystic syllable OM) flowed from the cavity of his heart. (44) Again, the Vedic 
metre of Usnik appeared from the hair on the body of the all-powerful creator, and Gayatri 
(another Vedic metre) from his skin. The Tristubh metre emerged from his flesh, Anustubh 
from his sinews and Jagati from the bones of the lord of creation. (45) From his marrow 
emanated Pankti, while Brhati came forth from his breath. Similarly his consciousness 
came to be the hard consonants, while his body itself passed by the name of vowels. (46) 
His Indriyas are termed as the sibilants (the sounds represented by the letters Sa, Sa, Sa 
and Ha), while his physical strength goes by the name of Antahsthas or semi-vowels (the 
sounds represented by the letters Ya,Ra,La and Wa. And the seven notes of the gamut 
(Sadja, Rsabha, Gandhara, Madhyama, Paficama, Dhaivata and Nisada) proceeded from 
the recreation of the lord of created beings. (47) Being Sabdabrahma (Veda or sound) 
personified, Brahma is manifestin the form of Vaikhari (articulate utterance) and unmanifest 
in the form of Pranava. Beyond him shines the Supreme, who pervades everything as 
Brahma (the Infinite) and is possessed of various potencies as the almighty Lord. (48) 
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(Having cast off his previous body, which had been defiled by sinful thought and which 
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continued to exist in the form of fog) Brahma (now) assumed another body distinct from the 
former and set his heart once more on creation. Realizing in his heart that the creation had 
not expanded even at the hands of seers (Marici and others) who were endowed with 
extraordinary powers, he thought once more within himself, O Vidura : "Oh, how strange that, 
even though | am ever up and doing, my progeny are not multiplying. Surely an adverse fate 
stands in my way.” Brahma always did what was desirable at the moment. While he was thus 
waiting for (a more propitious) Providence, Brahma's body became twofold. A human body 
(whether male or female) has come to be known by the name of Kaya* (in Sanskrit) only 
because it originally belonged'to Brahma. Those two distinct parts turned out to be a man and 
a woman. (49—52) Of those two forms the male was Swayambhuvat Manu, the first 
independent sovereign of the entire globe. And the female came to be the spouse of that 
noble soul and was called Satarupa. (53) The creation then multiplied through copulation. 
Swayambhuva Manu too begot five issues through Satara. (54) They were Priyavrata 
and Uttanapada and three daughters, Akiti, Devahtti and Prasiti by name, O most pious 
Vidura. (55) He gave away Akiti (the eldest) to Ruci (a lord of created beings), the 
middle one (Devahiti) to the sage Kardama (another Prajapati) and Prasuti (the 
youngest) to Daksa (one of the ten sons of Brahma enumerated in verses 22 and 23 
above). The progeny of these three girls filled the whole universe. (56) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIll 


The Lord's Descent as the Divine Boar 
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Sri Suka continued : On hearing this most sacred discourse from the lips of the sage 


(Maitreya), who was proceeding with the same, O king, Vidura made the following enquiry 
again, fond as he was of hearing the stories of Bhagavan Sri Krsna (son of Vasudeva). (1) 


fagt Sa 
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*The word Kayam’ has been derived from the noun ‘Ka’ (a name of Brahma)—=4 $24 (that which belongs to Brahma). 
+The Manu owed his name to his father, Swayambhii (the self-born Brahma). The word has been derived as ‘a574: 
ave Jar’ (the son of Swayambhd). 


Dis. 13] BOOK THREE 189 
PHSEEERAAAHRAAERE SEES SESH HAHAH E HHH EE eek e ht eee he HER IIRC ieiteiteietrare: 
la e_e_c_ kee EE EEE EMH 


Vidura said : Having secured a spouse after his own heart O sage, what did Emperor 
Swayambhuva, the beloved son of Brahma (the self-born), do next? (2) Full of reverence as 
lam, please narrate to me, O most pious Maitreya, the story of that royal sage, the first 
sovereign (of the globe), since he had taken refuge in Viswaksena (Lord Visnu, lit., the 
universal lord or He who exerts His power all round). (3) The highest reward, commended 
by the wise, of learning acquired by men with great pains extending over a long period, is 
to hear the praises of those who have installed the lotus-feet of Lord Sti Krsna (the Bestower 
of Liberation) in their heart. (4) 

ae Sara 
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Sri Suka went on: When Vidura, who was full of modesty and had had the honour of 
bearing in his lap the feet of Sri Krsna (who was no other than the thousand-headed Purusa), 
spoke thus and urged Maitreya to the narration of the Lord's stories, the sage's hair stood 
erect and he replied to him as follows. (5) 
aa sara 
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_ Maitreya said : When Swayambhuva Manu came into existence with his consort 
(Satardpa), he bowed respectfully to Brahma ( the repository of the Vedas) and addressed 
him thus with joined palms : (6) “You are the one (undisputed) father—progenitor as well as 
sustainer—of all living beings. Yet in what way can we, your children, be of service to you? 
(7) We make obeisance to you, O praiseworthy father; from among duties we may be found 
capable of kindly prescribe that by discharging which we may enjoy celebrity all roundin this 
world and a happy destiny in the other." (8) 
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Brahma replied : May all be well with both of you, O sovereign of the globe. | am pleased 
with you, my son, since with a guileless heart you have of your own accord surrendered 
yourself to me with the words "Enjoin me (what to do)." (9) The way in which sons should offer 
worship to their father, my valiant son, is only this that, free from jealousy (towards their 
brothers), they should reverently and dutifully carry out his behest to the best of their ability. 
(10) Begetting, through her, issues that may prove to be your compeers in virtues, therefore, 
rule over the earth with righteousness and worship the Supreme Person through sacrificial 
performances. (11) The best service you will be doing to me will be through the governance 
of the people, O ruler on men. Lord Sri Hari (the Controller of the senses) will be pleased 
with you when He sees you looking after your subjects. (12) Their labours prove of little avail, 
who fail to win the pleasure of Lord Janardana, who reveals Himself in the form of sacrifices; 
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for that way they disregard their own self (who is no other than the Lord). (13) 
APTA 
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Manu said : | shall abide by your command, O destroyer of sin! Kindly assign an abode 
to me as well as to my progeny, my lord. (14) The terrestrial globe, which is the abode of all 


living beings, stands submerged in the vast expanse of water. Efforts should be made, my 
lord, to recover the goddess (Earth). (15) 


Haq saa 
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Maitreya continued : Finding the earth submerged in water, as at the time of final 
dissolution, Brahma taxed his brain for a long time as to how he should be able to lift her up. (16) 
"Even as | was engaged in pushing on the work of creation," he said to himself, "the earth, 
which was all the time being washed by the waters, sank to the lowest depths. Now what 
should be done in the matter by us, who have been charged with the work of creation? Let 
the Lord, from whose heart (thought) | sprang, contrive some device for me." (17) 
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As he was thus reflecting, a tiny boar, just as big as a thumb, emerged all of a sudden 
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from one of his nostrils, O sinless Vidura. (18) While Brahma stood looking on, the boar 
in the air instantly grew to the size of an elephant, O Vidura (descendant of Bharata)! This 
was really most wonderful. (19) Beholding that (strange) form of a boar, Brahma with Marici 
and other Brahmanas, Sanaka and his three brothers and Swayambhuva Manu speculated 
about it in various ways:—(20) "Who can be this weird creature standing in the guise of a 
boar ? Oh, how strange that it came out of my nostrils! (21) Even though (at first sight) it 
looked only as big as the upper part of a thumb, in an instant it grew to the size of a huge 
rock. Might it be Lord Visnu Himself who is exercising my mind ?” (22) While Brahma was 
thus pondering along with his sons, the Lord presiding over sacrifices (for the boar was none 
other than He) who nowlooked like a huge mountain, roared aloud. (23) The all-powerful Sri Hari 
delighted Brahma and those foremost Brahmanas by His loud roar, which made the quarters 
resound. (24) Hearing the roar of the Lord disguised as a boar, which removed their 
perplexity, the sages, who all belonged to the Janaloka, Tapoloka or Satyaloka, began to 
extol Him through the holy Mantras of the three Vedas. (25) The Lord, whose form has been 
glorified in the Vedas, took the tribute paid to His virtues by those holy men as Veda itself. He 
gave a loud roar once more and, sporting like a lordly elephant, entered the waters in the interest 
of the gods. (26) The divine Boar (the Saviour of the earth), who was possessed of a steel-like 
frame and whose skin had a thick coat of stiff bristles, first sprang into the air, erecting His 
tail and shaking His mane, and tore the clouds with His hoofs. He shone most splendid at 
that time with His white tusks, shedding a lustre wherever He cast His glance. (27) Having 
disguised Himself as a boar, even though He was no other than Lord Narayana, representing 
all the sacrifices in His own person, He went smelling about with His nose in search of the 
earth; and even though possessed of fearful tusks, He regarded with a gentle look the 
Brahmanas (Marici and others) who were extolling Him, and dived into the water. (28) With 
its bowels torn open by the headlong plunge taken by His body, which resembled a mountain 
of adamant, the ocean thundered aloud and, tossing up its high waves like so many arms, 
cried as it were in distress: "Protect me, O Lord of sacrifices!" (29) Cleaving the waters with 
His hoofs, which were sharp as arrows, the Lord, who represents all the sacrifices in His 
person, then reached the other end of that fathomless ocean and discovered in the depths 
of it the terrestrial globe, which is the abode of all living beings, and which the Lord had 
absorbed into His body while about to retire at the end of the previous Kalpa. (30) 


eapaega oa faat a sie: dea wre:! 


wares =  faaenen eara fara TTOTOAG | 
UAT age qatar SUTRA 133 | 
The Lord shone most resplendent as He rose lifting up the earth on His tusks out of the 
depths of the ocean, where it had been lying submerged. While He was yet in those waters, 
a demon (Hiranyaksa by name) of irresistible prowess assailed Him with his club in order 
to obstruct His way. This excited His fury, which blazed forth like His discus (Sudarsana) and 
He playfully disposed of him even as a lion kills an elephant without any exertion. With His 
temples and snout stained by the demon's blood He presented the appearance of a lordly 
elephant that had just turned up the earth (of amound of red ochre). (31 -32) Even as the Lord, 
who was dark as a Tamala tree, lifted the earth (out of the water) on the ends of His white 
tusks, like an elephant (carrying a lotus on his tusks), dear Vidura, Brahma (the Creator) and 
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others recognized Him and, joining palms, waited upon Him with hymns of praise that closely 


resembled Vedic Mantras. (33) 
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The sages said : "Victory, victory to You, O invincible Lord, the Promoter of sacrifices! 
We make obeisance to You even as You shake Your own (divine) Body, consisting of the 
three Vedas (in ordertofreeitfrom moisture). We bow once more to You, who have assumed 
the form of a boar with a special object (that of rescuing the earth) and in the pores of whose 
bristles lie hidden the various sacrifices. (34) This form of Yours, O Lord, made up as it is 
of sacrifices, is one that cannot be easily perceived by the sinful. The various Vedic metres 
(Gayatri etc.) find a place in Your skin, the (holy) Kusa grass in Your bristles, clarified butter 
in Your eyes and the functions of the four priests (the Hota and others) in. Your four legs. (35) 
The Sruk (a sort of large wooden ladle used for pouring clarified butter on a sacrificial fire) 
is located in Your snout; the Sruva (a smaller ladle used for pouring clarified butter into the 
Sruk), O almighty Lord, finds a place in Your nostrils; the Ida (a dish or plate from which food 
is taken at a sacrifice) exists in Your belly; the Camasas (vessels used at sacrifices for 
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drinking the Soma, generally of a square shape, made of wood and furnished with a handle) 
abide in the cavity of Your ears; the Prasitra (a vessel in which the Brahma's share is poured) 
exists in Your mouth and the Grahas (ladles or vessels employed for taking up a portion of 
some fluid, especially of Soma, out of alarger vessel) in Your throat. And Your act of chewing, 
O Lord; constitutes the Agnihotra (pouring oblations into the sacred fire). (36) Your repeated 
descent (into the world of matter) is what is known as the Diksaniya Isti (the offering of 
oblations into the sacred fire at the time of consecration fora sacrifice); the three Istis known 
by the name of Upasads (which precede the Sutya or pressing of the Soma in a Jyotistoma 
sacrifice) constitute Your neck; the Prayaniya Isti (that which follows the Diksa or consecration) 
and the Udayaniya Isti (that which is performed at the end ofa sacrifice) are Your tusks; the 
Pravargya (the ceremony called Mahavira performed at the beginning of every Upasad) 
forms Your tongue; the Sabhya and the Avasathya fires form Your head and the putting of 
bricks in layers or rows for the preparation of a sacrificial altar constitutes Your vital airs, 
revealed as You are in the form of a sacrifice. (37) Your generative fluid is the Soma and Your 
sitting posture constitutes the sacrificial rites performed thrice (inthe morning, at midday and 
in the evening) everyday. The seven constituents of Your body are the seven classes of main 
sacrifices (viz., Agnistoma, Atyagnistoma, Uktha, Sodasi, Vajapeya, Atiratraand Aptoryama); 
while the joints of Your body constitute all the Satras (series of sacrifices continued for a 
number of days). In this way You combine in Your person all the Yajfas (sacrifices in which 
the Soma is not used) and Kratus (those in which the Soma is used), the tendons of Your 
body forming the various sacrifices. (38) Hail, hail to You, who represent in Your person all 
the Mantras (sacred formulas) employed, the deities worshipped and the materials used (by 
way of oblations etc.) in a sacrifice, as well as all sacrificial acts and other activities. Nay, You 
also embody the wisdom gained through dispassion, Devotion and self-control, and are our 
teacher imparting all sorts of knowledge. Hail, hail to You. (39) Borne by You on the pointed 
ends of Your tusks, O Lord, the earth with its mountains, O Supporter of the globe; shines 
resplendent like a lotus plant with leaves supported on the tusks of a lordly elephant 
emerging from water. (40) Again, with the terrestrial globe supported on the tusks, this boar- 
like form of Yours, which consists of the three Vedas (Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda) 
looks as charming as the beauty of a huge mountain with a mass of clouds hanging on its 
summit. (41) (Kindly) place this mother of the entire animate and inanimate creation, who 
is Your spouse, firmly (on water) in order to make her habitable for all; for Youare their Father. 
Then we shall make obeisance to You as well as to her, in whom You have deposited Your 
seed (in the form of sustaining power) even as the sacrificer invokes the sacrificial fire in the 
Arani (the piece of wood used for kindling of fire by attrition with the chanting of sacred 
formulas). (42) Who else than You, O Lord, could venture to lift up the earth, that had sunk 
into the lowest depths of water? This is, however, nothing miraculous for You, the abode of 
all wonders, who have created this most marvellous universe by Your Maya (wonderful 
creative energy). (43) When You shook Your body composed of the Vedas, we, the 
inhabitants of the Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka, got splashedand thoroughly depurated 
by the drops of holy water flying from the end of Your mane. (44) Alas! he has verily lost his 
wits, who seeks to know Your endless exploits in their totality. O Lord, bring happiness to 
the whole universe, which stands deluded through contact with the objects of senses, 
brought about by Your Yogamaya. (45) 
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Maitreya resumed : While being thus extolled by those sages through verses closely 

resembling the Vedic hymns, the Protector of the universe (in the form of the Boar) placed 
the earth on the surface of the water, which supported His hoofs. (46) Having thus placed 
on the water the earth, which He had sportfully lifted up from its depths, the almighty Lord 
Sti Hari, the Protector of all beings, went out of sight. (47) Lord Janardana is quickly pleased 
in His heart of hearts with him who thus listens to or narrates with devotion the blissful and 
charming story of Sri Hari, the very thought on whom rids one of all sorrows and sins and 
whose sportful activities are all worth recounting. (48) What is hard to obtain when He who 
is capable of granting all our desires is pleased? So have done with such blessings as are of 
little value. For, on those who adore Him with their mind exclusively fixed on Him, that supreme 
Lord, who is seated in the heart of all, confers His highest state of His own accord. (49) Having 
known the real worth of all the objects of human pursuit and having once quaffed with the 
cup of one's ears the nectar of the Lord's stories, sifted from among other old legends—the 
nectar which ends the cycle of births and deaths—who in this world would feel surfeited, 
unless he is other than a human being? (50) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Three, narrating among other things the 
descent of the Divine Boar, of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka continued : Vidura, who had taken a vow of hearing the Lord's praises, did not 
feel satiated even on listening from the mouth of Maitreya (the son of Kusaru): to the story 


of Sti Hari, who had taken the form of a boar with a special motive (that of rescuing the earth). 
With joined palms uplifted he, therefore, questioned the sage again. (1) 


fag Jara 
aa oq aes eft oaagitarionfecet femal et FWA! 2 | 


Dis. 14] BOOK THREE 195 


SRR SR SRR SE ROSE SESE SE Be BERT BRR RR LEAR BR RR RRB BRR BeBe BB Bee BeBe Bde Be be tte Bei bree dee 


Ta Bare: avi wegen sea tee a we qENSAyE: 13 | 


Vidura said : We have just heard from you, O crest-jewel of sages, how Hiranyaksa, the 
earliest of the Daityas (sons of Diti), was slain by Sri Hari, who had taken the form of a boar 
(representing all sacrifices). (2) As He was playfully engaged in lifting up the earth out of 
water on the ends of His tusks, how did He come to have an encounter with that demon king, 
O holy sage? (3) 
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Maitreya replied : You have asked a good question, O valiant Vidura, inasmuch as your 
enquiry relates to the story of Sri Hari's descent (as the divine Boar), which cuts asunder the 
noose of (birth and) death in the case of mortals. (4) It was through the story of Sri Hari, 
narrated by the sage Narada, that Dhruva (the son of king Uttanapada), even as a child, set 
his foot on the head* of Death and ascended to the abode of Sri Hari. (5) Now in this 
connection | have heard the following anecdote, which was told of yore by Brahma, the god 
of gods, in response to a query by the gods. (6) Once Diti, a daughter of Daksa, who was 
eager to obtain a son, sought the company of her husband, Kasyapa, son of Marici, while 
it was only dusk, stung as she was by (the darts of) love, O Vidura. (7) Having just finished 
offering oblations of rice boiled in milk to the Supreme Person, the lord of sacrifices, who has 
the flames of fire for His tongues, the Sage sat absorbed in deep meditation in the shrine of 
fire, knowing that the sun was about to set. (8) 
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Diti said : O sage, just as a wild elephant crushes a banana tree, this god of love, bow in 
hand, displays his valouragainst me, a helpless woman, andis tormenting me on youraccount. 
(9) Therefore, God bless you, show your grace to me, burning as | am (with jealousy) to see 


the happiness and prosperity of my co-wives, who are already blessed with children. (10) Those 
wives alone are held in great esteem by their husband and enjoy world-wide fame, whose 


*It is mentioned in Book IV that when the attendants of Lord Visnu, Sunanda and others, brought an aerial car to pick 
up Dhruva and escort him to the Lord's divine Abode, Mrtyu (the god of death) also appeared on the scene, thinking that his 
services might be required before the soul of Dhruva couldbe translatedto the divine Abode. Dhruva, however, in utter defiance 
of the god of death, refused to cast off his body (which was supremely dear to him because it had been blessed by the Lord 
with His divine touch) and, actually setting his foot on the head of Death as on the rung of a ladder, boarded the car and bodily 
ascended to the divine Abode. 
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husband like you is reproduced through them in the shape of a son. (11) Our father, the 
worshipful Daksa, who was fond of his daughters, severally asked us long ago (when we were 
still unmarried): " Whom are you going to choose for your match, dear ones ?" (12) When he 
came to know our mind (through other sources, since we made no reply out of bashfulness), 
he gave away to you those thirteen of us who conformed to your nature, since he was keen 
to multiply his race. (13) Therefore, O blessed lord with lotus-eyes, be pleased to grantmy wish; 
for the afflicted never resort to the great in vain, O perfect one. (14) 
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Seeing her miserable and pleading much in the aforesaid manner, and finding that her 
reason had been clouded by intense passion, O heroic Vidura, Kagyapa (the son of Marici) 
replied to herina conciliatory tone as follows -—(15) "I shall presently gratify you by granting 
your wish, O timid one. Who would not grant the desire of one's own wife, through whom one 
is able to achieve the threefold object of human pursuit, (viZ., worldly possessions, 
gratification of the senses and religious merit)? (16) Even as one is able to cross the ocean 
by means of vessels, so does a married man (a householder) cross the ocean of woe (by 
conquering the senses) through married life, taking with him the other three Agramas (viz.., 
the student community, the anchorite class and the order of recluses, all of whom depend 
on the householder) as well. (1 7) The scriptures speak of a wife as the other half of the body 
of aman seeking the three objects of human pursuit, O proud lady. For, shifting his whole 
burden (of maintaining the household) to her, a man moves about (in the world) free from 
anxiety. (18) Just as the governor of a fortress easily conquers a host of maranders, so by 
falling back upon her we (householders) are able to subdue without any difficulty enemies 
in the shape of our senses, which people belonging to the other Asramas find hard to 
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conquer. (19) We cannot get absolutely square with you, O queen of the house, in a whole 
lifetime, nay, not even in lives to come, nor can others who have a bias for virtues. (20) 
Nonetheless | shall do my best to grant this desire of yours for offspring. But please wait for 
an hour or so, in order that the world may not reproach me. (21) The present is a most 
ominous hour, favourable to frightful creatures (the demons etc.) and fearful to look at. At 
this hour the ghosts and spirits, forming the retinue of Sri Rudra (the Ruler of the spirits), 
move about. (22) At this juncture of day and night, O virtuous lady, Lord Rudra, the protector 
of all beings, goes about on the back of His (favourite) bull (Nandi), accompanied by His 
entourage of ghosts. (23) With His glittering mass of matted hair thrown into disorder and 
soiled on account of the dust raised by whirlwinds sweeping the cremation grounds, and His 
silver-white body covered with a coat of ashes, Lord Sarikara, your sister's husband™, is 
watching all with His three eyes (in the form of the sun, the moon and the fire). (24) (Really 
speaking, however,) no one in this world is akin or alien to Him, and no one is highly 
esteemed or most despised in His eyes. Yet the pity of it is that we for our part covet as a 
reward for our religious observances that very Maya (supernatural power and prosperity) 
which He has enjoyed and spurned. (25) Those wise men who are keen to pierce the veil 
of ignorance recount His spotless doings. Although there is none equal to Him, much less 
greater, and He is the goal of the virtuous, yet He conducts Himself in the manner of fiends 
(moving about all naked, besmeared with ashes and adorned witha wreath of skulls and so 
on). (26) Those unfortunate people alone who adorn their person—which (really speaking) 
is the food of dogs—with wearing apparel, garlands of flowers, ornaments and pigments, 
treating it as their very self, laugh at the conduct of Lord Siva—who ever delights in His own 
Self—ignorant of His purpose (in leading this sort of life, which is to teach the world how to 
develop indifference to the world as well as to one's own body). (27) Even Brahma and the 
other gods (to say nothing of us) respect the bounds set by Him. Nay, He alone is the cause 
of this universe, Maya being His handmaid ! How strange that He should conduct Himself 
in the manner of fiends ! Inscrutable indeed are the doings of the almighty Lord. (28) 
SF 
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Maitreya continued : In spite of her husband's remonstrances Diti, whose mind had 

been completely shaken by love, seized the holy Brahmana by his garment, casting all 
modesty to the winds like a common woman. (29) When he saw his wife's unusual insistence 
on that prohibited act, KaSsyapa bowed to Providence and then sought seclusion with her. (30) 
Thereafter he bathed in water, controlled his breath and speech and began to mutter the holy 
syllable OM, fixing his thought on its meaning, the immutable, self-effulgent eternal 
Brahma. (31) Diti too felt ashamed on account of the sin that attached to her conduct, O 
Vidura (a descendant of Bharata). She, therefore, approached the holy Brahmana and, with 
her face cast down, spoke (to him as follows). (32) 
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* Sati (Lord Siva's Spouse) was a real sister of Diti (both being daughters of Daksa). 
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Diti said : Let not Lord Rudra, O hloy sage, who is the foremost of all beings as well as 
the Ruler of spirits, destroy the seed in my womb because | have committed an offence 
against Him. (33) Obeisance to the great god Siva, whois irresistible in power and who drives 
away the agony of His devotees and bestows the desired blessings (on those who approach 
him with a prayer), who is all-blissful (to His disinterested worshippers), who, though 
perfectly non-violent by nature, yet wields the rod (for the wicked), and who is anger 
personified (at the time of universal destruction). (34) May the almighty Lord Siva (the 
Spouse of Sati), my brother-in-law who is extremely compassionate by nature, be gracious 
unto us, women, who deserve the mercy even of the (hard-hearted) hunter. (35) 
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Maitreya went on : Kasyapa, who had just finished his evening devotions, saw his wife 
(Diti) shaking violently (with fear) and soliciting for her progeny the blessings of this as well 
as of the other world, and spoke to her (as follows). (36) 
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Ka$yapa said: Since your mind was impure (tainted with lust), the hour was unfavour- 
able (for conception), you transgressed my command and (lastly) because you disregarded 
the gods (Lord Rudra and His attendants), O impious woman, a pair of wicked and unworthy 
sons will be born of you—sons that will make all the three worlds as well as their protectors 
cry again and again, O irascible lady ! (37-38) When they proceed to kill helpless and 
innocent creatures, violate the chastity of women and anger exalted souls, the Lord, who is 
the Ruler of the universe and the Delighter of all the worlds, will be enraged and, coming 
down to this world (from His divine Abode) will slay them even as Indra (the wielder of the 
thunderbolt) struck down the mountains. (39-40) 
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Diti said : | too would rather have my sons die at the hands of the Lord Himself, whose 
long and mighty arm is adorned with the discus Sudarsgana. Let them not die under the curse 
of an angered Brahmana, my lord. (41) Even the denizens of hell refuse to show any favour 
to him who is consumed by the curse of a Brahmana, as well as to him who has been a terror 
to living beings, no matter to whatever species of life he may be consigned after death. (42) 
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Kasyapa said : Since you feel sorry and are full of remorse for what you have done and 
right judgment has soon reverted to you, and since you cherish extreme reverence for Lord 
Visnu and deep regard for Lord Bhava (Siva) and myself too, one of the four sons of your 
elder son will prove worthy of esteem even for holy men; nay, people will sing his fair renown 
along with the Lord's own glory. (43-44) Even as gold of inferior quality is purified by being 
heated in fire, pious souls will cleanse their heart through disciplines (of various kinds) such 
as freedom from animosity in order to emulate his noble disposition and character. (45) The 
Lord, who is the witness of His own Self and whose grace alone brings happiness to this 
universe, consisting of Himself, will be gratified with his exclusive view (that the Lord alone 
is true). (46) He will be a great devotee of the Lord, magnanimous, high-souled and the 
noblest of the noble. Installing Lord Visnu in his heart, purified through intense Devotion, he 
will give up his (false) identification with the body. (47) A mine of good qualities, he will have 
no attachment to the pleasures of sense, and will be steadfast in virtue. He will feel delighted 
at the prosperity of others and will be grieved to see others in trouble. Regarding none as his 
enemy, he will rid the world of its sorrows even as the moon relieves the heat of summer. (48) 
Nay, your grandson will behold, in his heart (through meditation) as well as outside, the lotus- 
eyed Lord, who is immaculate (by nature), who assumes forms according to the wishes of 
His own devotees, whose countenance is adorned with brilliant ear-rings and who is the 
ornament of Goddess Sri, the embodiment of womanly charms. (49) 
STF 
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Maitreya continued : Diti felt much delighted to hear that her grandson would be a 


(great) devotee of the Lord, and was proud to learn that her sons would meet their death at 
the hands of Sri Krsna (Lord Visnu) Himself. (50) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse in Book Three, comprising among 
other things the dialogue between Diti and Kasyapa, of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sanaka and his three brothers pronounce a curse against Jaya and Vijaya 
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Maitreya resumed : Apprehending trouble to the gods (at the hands of her expected 
sons), Diti retained (in her womb) for a hundred years the aforesaid seed of Kasyapa (a lord 
of created beings), which was powerful enough to put down the enemy's strength. (1) (The 
brilliance of that) seed (though cabined in the womb) dimmed the light (of all the luminaries) 
in the world and the guardians of the various spheres too lost their splendour. They, 
therefore, complained to Brahma (the creator of the universe) about the spread of darkness 
in all directions. (2) 
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The gods said : You must be knowing, O lord, about this gloom, of which we are very 
much afraid. We are sure nothing is hidden from You inasmuch as the range of Your 
knowledge is unaffected by time. (3) O god of gods, O Maker of the universe, O crest-jewel 
of the guardians of all spheres, You know the mind of all living beings, bigand small. (4) Hail, 
hail to You, whose strength is knowledge, and who have assumed this (four-faced) form as well 
as the quality of Rajas by Your own Maya (playful nature), Your cause being unknown. (5) 
All the worlds are woven into You; nay, the whole of this universe, consisting of both cause 
and effect, is Your body. Really speaking, however, You are beyond all this. They who 
contemplate on You, the Creator of all Jivas, with exclusive devotion, having controlled their 
breath, senses and mind, and whose Yoga (effort at Self-Realization) has ripened cannot 
meet with discomfiture from any quarter since they have secured Your grace. (6-7) 
Governed by Your word (the Vedas), even as oxen are controlled by a rope, all created 
beings bear offerings to You (by performing their respective duties) subject to Your control. 
Therefore, hail to You, the Chief Controller of all (even as the vital breath controls all the other 
organs of the body). (8) People have failed to perform their duties because of this darkness 
(which has rendered it impossible for them to distinguish between night and day). Kindly do 
that which is good to them. And be pleased to regard us, who are in great affliction, with an 
eye expressing abundant compassion, O infinite Lord ! (9) Enveloping all the quarters in 
darkness, the seed of KaSyapa placed in Diti's womb is developing as fire thrown in a pile 
of firewood. (10) 


Dis. 15 ] BOOK THREE 201 


RRRHHRMEHHSLHKHHRHLESSHAHHKKASeCL SHLAA HKHKAKHSCEHESEAHKA AHH HATHA EH HHH EE ee 
--aawq<—Q34a— SS SS SE SESE SE STS BENE Bs aM HH Be Se Se He 


ay sara 
WH Se Wea WTS Wee: | Nareerygar som sft firtieet 


Maitreya went on: Lord Brahma (the self-born), O mighty-armed Vidura, to whom 
the above prayer was addressed, laughed (at their rank ignorance in praying to him as 
if he were the Supreme Deity), and replied in sweet words to the great delight of the 


gods. (11) 
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Brahma said : My mind-born sons, Sanaka and his three brothers, who are the eldest 
of you all, went about the various worlds by air, free from attachment to them. (12) Once upon 
a time they went to the realm, called Vaikuntha, of Lord Visnu (of irresistible might), whose 
mind and body are purely divine (free from the taint of Maya) in substance—a realm which 
is adored by (stands at the top of) all other realms. (13) All the people living there are 
endowed with a form similar to that of Lord Vaikuntha (Visnu) Himself; and it is attained by 
those alone who have worshipped Sri Hari through the disinterested performance of their 
duty. (14) There the most ancient Person (Lord Narayana), who can be known only through 
the Upanisads and who is righteousness personified, (eternally) dwells, having assumed a 
form which is made of Sattva unmixed with Rajas (i.e., Sattva which is purely immaterial or 
divine) and delighting us, His devotees. (15) In that realm there is an orchard called 
Naihsreyasa, which is beatitude incarnate as it were, and which is resplendent with trees that 
yield all that is desired and are laden with fruits and flowers in every season. (16) Seated in 
aerial cars with their consorts, the Gandharvas (of that realm) sing the stories of their Master 
(Lord Visnu), that are capable of wiping out the sins of the whole world. Even though their 
mind is distracted by the fragrance of Madhavi flowers (spring-flowers) laden with honey and 
blossoming in water, they (refuse to be led away by it and) censure* the breeze (carrying 
the fragrance). (17) 
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* Even though everything in that realm is divine in essence and the fragrance of the Madhavi flowers, which is akin to 
the fragrance of the Lord's own person, only reminds them of the latter instead of diverting their mind towards anything foreign, 


the Gandharvas are so deeply attached to the Lord's stories that they are reluctant to exchange the joy of singing them for 
any other joy, even though it may be equally divine. 
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When the king of bees hums ina high pitch, singing the story of Sri Hari as it were, there 
is a temporary lull in the noise of the pigeon, the cuckoo, the crane, the Cakravaka, the 
CAataka, the swan, the parrot, the partridge and the peacock (who are all ears as it were to 
drink in the bee's song). (18) Seeing that the Lord adorns His person with wreaths etc., made 
of the leaves of Tulasi (the basil plant, which is so sacred and dear to Him) and also holds 
its fragrance in great esteem, the flowers of the Mandara, Kunda and Kurabaka, the lily, the 
Campaka, Arna (Karavira), Punnaga, Nagakesara and Bakula, the lotus and the Parijata in 
that realm, though all fragrant, recognize that Tulasi did greater penance (in her previous 
existence) than any of them.* (19) That realm (of Lord Visnu) is crowded with aerial cars made 
of lapis lazuli, emerald and gold, which are secured there as a result of mere obeisance at 
the feet of Sri Hari (and not through Karmayoga, Jnanayoga, Vairagya or penance etc.). The 
mind of those who occupy these cars are so full of Sri Krsna (Lord Visnu) that their spouses 
with large hips and smiling faces are unable to stimulate their passion by their mirth and other 
charms. (20) Sri (the Spouse of Lord Visnu and the goddess of fortune), who is possessed 
of a most lovely form and whose favour is sought after by others (including the greatest gods 
like Brahma and so on), lives in the abode of Sri Hari free from the fault of capriciousnesstt. 
Moving about in that palace with the anklets on Her feet making a tinkling sound, and with 
a lotus-flower held in Her hand as a plaything, She is seen (reflected) in the crystal walls (of 
that palace), inlaid with gold here and there, as if engaged in dusting the house (although, 
really speaking, the abode of the Lord is ever free from dust). (21) While engaged in 
worshipping the Lord with Tulasi leaves in Her own pleasure-garden in the midst of Her 
attendants, Sri (Laksmi) happens to see Her face with beautiful tresses and a prominent 
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* This shows that, to say nothing of living beings such as birds, bees and so on, even inanimate beings in that realm, such 
as plants and trees, are not only endowed with consciousness but are ever engaged in conscious service of the Lord, and are 
constituted of the same essence as the Lord. In this way everything in that realm is divinely blissful in essence. 

+ The goddess of fortune has been charged with fickleness only in Her material form. In Her divine form She is an 
embodiment of all feminine virtues and the most constant and devoted of all wives. Although the most beloved of the Lord's 
consorts, and the undisputed queen of His divine household, She is a model of modesty and, like an ideal wife, ever looks upon 
Herself as an humble servant-maid of the Lord. That is why She has been represented here by poetic imagination as engaged 
ina menial service of the Lord's household. 
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nose (reflected) in ponds containing limpid waters and provided with stairs of corals, and 
deems it fortunate in having been kissed by the Lord, O beloved gods. (22) They can never 


located even higher than our abode (the Satyaloka)—who have reached beyond the 
jurisdiction of Yama (the god of retribution) by virtue of their devotion to Lord Visnu (the 
foremost of the gods), who are possessed of an enviable character, and whose eyes stream 
with tears and whose body is thrilled all overwhen they are beside themselves with love while 


Father of the whole universe), which is the sole object of reverence for all the worlds, and 
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The four boy-sages, who had nothing to cover their bodies with except the atmosphere, 


(passing through the gate guarded by them without taking any notice of their presence), they 
blocked the sages' way with their staff, despising their glory, although the sages did not 
deserve such treatment at their hands. (30) Being thus forbidden by the two chief porters of 
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Sri Hari while the other divinities (of that realm) looked on, even though they were by far the 
fittest persons (to be admitted into the Lord's presence), their eyes turned slightly red all of 
a sudden on account of anger (that which follows in the wake of desire) at their longing to 
see their most beloved Friend (Sri Hari) being thwarted, and they spoke (as follows). (31) 
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The sages said : Of those who attain to and dwell in this realm as a result of their devoted 

worship to the Lord and (naturally) imbibe the qualities (such as even-mindedness and so 
on) of their Master, how is it that you two should have developed such a discordant’ 
disposition ? When the Lord is extremely pacific and has no quarrel with anybody, there can 
be none deserving to be suspected by you here on your own analogy, who happen to be the 
only imposiors in this realm. (Since you are impostors yourselves, you scent foul play in 
others.) (32) The enlightened inhabitants of this realm do not perceive their none-identity 
with the Lord, who contains the whole universe in the cavity of His abdomen; on the other 
hand, they find themselves comprised in the Lord even as the space in a jar is included in 
the infinite space. What, then, has happened to you, who are invested with a divine body, 
which has filled you with fear, caused by diversity, on His account ? (33) Therefore, we are 
contemplating what should be a meet punishment for your sin, in order that good may be 
eventually done to you, the two dull-witted servants of the Supreme Being, the Lord of 
Vaikuntha. Since you smell diversity even here, go you hence to those spheres where the 
three vicious propensities (lust, anger and greed) are one's (deadly) enemies. (34) 
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Hearing this utterance of the sages and knowing it to be a curse from the Brahmanas, 
which could not be counteracted even by multitudes of missiles, the two attendants of Sri - 
Hari, who is afraid of the Brahmanas even more than they, immediately prostrated 
themselves on the ground, clasping the sages' feet with great humility. (35) "You have meted 
out to us a punishment which is but meet for an offender; let it, therefore, take effect, so that 
it may purge us in toto of the sin of showing disrespect to the Lord (by insulting you, who are 
worthy of His respect). Butif you feel the least compunction (in your heart) due to compassion 
for us, let us not fall a prey to infatuation that may efface from our mind the memory of the 
Lord when we descend into the lower regions." (36) 
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That very moment the Lord, whose navel is the seat of a lotus, and whois the delight of the 
righteous, learnt about the insult thus offered by His own servants to saints (like Sanaka and his 
three brothers), and wentto the spot (where the sages had been held up) on those very feet which 
were sought after by recluses and great sages, accompanied by Sri (His beloved Spouse). (37) 
The Sages saw that the Lord, who was the goal of their Samadhi (profound meditation), had 
arrived before their very eyes, accompanied by His own attendants, who carried articles suited 
to the visit (such as the umbrella, chowries and so on). The white umbrella (which was held over 
His head) looked like the moon; (while the strings of pearls hanging from its edge) and dancing 
in the cool breeze coming from the pair of chowries that (were being waved on both His sides 
and) shone like swans looked like drops of nectar falling from its rays. (38) The Lord, who is the 
repository of all that is worth coveting, was graciously disposed towards all and touched the heart 
(of His devotees) by His affectionate glances. With Goddess Laksmi, who shone on His swarthy 
and broad chest (in the form of a golden streak), He enhanced the beauty as it were of His own 
abode (Vaikuntha) the crest-jewel of all heavenly worlds. (39) He was adorned with a girdle that 
shone brightly on the yellow cloth covering His large hips and with a garland of sylvan flowers, 
which was distinguished by the humming of bees; His lovely wrists were graced with bracelets, 
and He had rested one of His hands on the shoulder of Garuda (the son of Vinata) and was 
revolving a lotus with another. (40) His countenance was distinguished by cheeks—which 
enhanced the beauty of the alligator-shaped pendants, that outshone lightning—and a prominent 
nose; and His head was covered with a crown studded with gems. A charming and superb 
necklace was hanging between His stout arms, while His neck was adorned with the gem known 
by the name of Kaustubha. (41) The sages regarded with unsated eyes,and joyously bowed their 
heads to, the Lord who (says Brahma to the gods) had assumed a personality for his (Brahma's) 
own sake as well as for the sake of Bhava (Lord Siva) and yourselves (the other gods)—a 
personality which was full of abundant charm and about which His devotees thought within 
themselves that Indira's (Laksmi's) excessive pride (of beauty) disappeared (at its very sight). (42) 
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The breeze laden with the honey of the Tulasi blossoms, mixed with the dust of the lotus- 


feet of that lotus-eyed Lord, entered the interior of those sages through the nose (the door for its 
passage) and not only thrilled their body but caused a flutter in their mind too, (ever) immersed 
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as they were in the joy of oneness with the Absolute (and thus above all excitation caused by 
sense-contacts*). (43) Having their heart's desire fulfilled by the sight of His face, which 
resembled a blue lotus, and the beauty of which was enhanced by His still lovelier lips and a 
smile which shone as a (full-blown) jasmine flower, they then looked lower down at His feet— 
which were inlaid as it were with rubies in the shape of ruddy nails—and fixed their mind on the 
same. (44) They (now) proceeded to extol the Lord—who is endowed with the eight supernatural 
powers, which are eternally present in Him and cannot be acquired by anyone else—and who 
reveals a personality fit tobe meditated upon by men seeking to attain their goal through paths 
of Yoga, and which is highly esteemed by them and is the delight of their eyes. (45) 
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The Kumaras said: It is only today, O infinite Lord, that You have appeared before our 
eyes—You, who are hidden from the view of the evil-minded, though present in their heart 
(as the Inner Controller)—although You had entered our mind through the passage of the 
ears when our father (Brahma), who owes his existence to You, told us Your secret. (46) O 
Lord, we know You—who bring delight every moment to these (devotees) by Your 
personality, which is constituted of pure Sattva—to be the highest spiritual Truth, which 
sages free from egotism and passion realize in their heart through the practice of unflinching 
Devotion learnt by Your grace. (47) O Lord, Your glories are worth recounting and capable 
of taking men across the ocean of worldly existence. Hence those wise men who have 
sought the protection of Your feet and know how sweet Your stories are prize not even Your 
imperishable boon (in the shape of final beatitude), much less other blessings (such as the 
position of Indra and so on), which are ever exposed to fear from Your frowns. (48) Let us 
by all means be born in the infernal regions as a result of our sins, only if our mind takes 
(constant) delight in Your (lotus-like) feet, if our speech just like Tulasi leaves derives its 
grace from Your feet and if the cavity of our ears is filled with the accounts of Your manifold 


virtues. (49) O Lord of wide renown, our eyes have derived excessive joy from the form You 
have revealed (to us). We, therefore, make obeisance to You, the almighty Lord, who have 


fo ee eS Se ee 
* This shows that the form of the Lord is purely divine in substance and has no mixture of Prakrti or Matter in it. Had it 


been a product of Matter like our bodies, the fragrance of any part of His body or of anything connected with it could not have 
disturbed the serenity of sages like Sanaka and others, who are the masters of JAanis and Yogis of all ages. 
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thus appeared before us, even though You remain hidden from the view of those who have 
not yet conquered their mind. (50) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse entitled " The Curse of Sanaka and his three 
brothers against Jaya and Vijaya", in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVI 
The fall of Jaya and Vijaya from Vaikuntha 
FATA 
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Brahma continued : The Lord who has His abode in Vaikuntha joyfully received the 
foregoing words of those sages—who had taken a vow of devotion (to Sri Hari) and extolled 
Him (in the aforesaid manner)—and spoke the following words (in reply). (1) 
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The Lord said : These attendants of Mine, Jaya and Vijaya by name, have committed 
a great offence against you, ignoring Me (at the same time). (2) The punishment that has 
been meted out to them by you, who are so devoted to Me, is approved of by Me, O good 
sages, inasmuch as the offence against you constitutes an affront to Me. (3) The Brahmana 
is My highest deity and the disrespect that has been shown to you by My own people, | take 
it as an offence committed by Myself; hence | crave your forgiveness for the same on this 
occasion. (4) On a servant doing a wrong the world (generally) blames his master (for the 
same) and the disrepute thus brought to him tarnishes his fair name even as white leprosy 
disfigures the skin. (5) (YOu know) the whole world down to the pariah (who cooks and lives 
by the flesh of a dog) is immediately purified by a dip taken through the ear into the nectar 
of My unsullied glory. But it is from you (the Brahmanas) that | have derived this highly 
sanctifying renown. Therefore, irresistible as | am, | will not hesitate to lop off My own arm 
if its conduct is found hostile to you. (6) Because of My services to you the dust of My lotus- 
feethas become so sacred thatitimmediately wipes outall sin and! have acquired a disposition 
on account of which Sri (the goddess of fortune) leaves Me not, even though | have no 
attachment to Her, while others (including the highest gods such as Brahma and so on) 
observe sacred vows for securing even a sidelong glance from Her. (7) | do not enjoy the 
oblations offered by the sacrificer in a sacrifice through the sacrificial fire, which is one of My 
own mouths, with the same relish as | eat the delicacies overflowing with ghee through the 
mouth of the Brahmana who, having dedicated the consequences of his actions to Me, is ever 
satisfied (with his lot) and relishes every morsel he takes. (8) The power of My Yogamaya 
(wonderful divine energy) is infinite and unobstructed, and the water in which My feet have 
been washed (viz., the holy Ganga) quickly sanctifies all the three worlds along with Lord 
Siva (who bears her on His head). Yet even | bear on My crown the holy dust of the 
Brahmanas' feet ! Who would not, under the circumstances, bear with them ? (9) The 
Brahmanas, the cows (that yield materials for sacrificial offerings) and defenceless crea- 
tures are My own bodies. The vulture-like messengers of Yama, the god of punishment 
appointed by Me, who are furious as serpents, angrily tear with their bills those who look upon 
these (My bodies) as distinct from Me, their faculty of judgment having been impaired by that 
sin. (10) On the other hand, they captivate My heart, who with a gladdened heart and with 
their lotus face enlivened by a nectar-like smile respect the Brahmanas—even though they 
utter harsh words—looking upon them as My own selves, and pacify them by praising them 
in loving words even as a son would appease an angry father or as | am pacifying you. (11) 
These servants of Mine thus trespassed against you without knowing the mind of their 
master (Myself). | shall, therefore, deem it a favour done to Me if you so ordain that, reaping 
the fruit of their transgression they may return to My presence soon—that the term of their 
exile from My abode may expire before long. (12) 
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Brahma continued : Even though the sages had been bitten by the serpent of anger, 
their soul was not sated with hearing the Lord's lovely and illuminating speech, which was 
like a series of Mantras (sacred texts). (13) Though brief, the Lord's excellent speech was 


difficult to comprehend because of its momentous import and was most profound in 
significance. The sages heard it with wide open (attentive) ears and pondered it as well; yet 
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they could not understand what He intended doing. (14) The Brahmanas were all the same 
extremely delighted to behold Him and experienced a thrill all over their body. They then 
spoke (as follows) to the Lord, who had revealed the mighty glory of His supreme divinity 
through His Yogamaya (wonderful divine potency). (15) 
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The sages said : O self-effulgent Lord, we are unable to know what You contemplate doing; 
for, even though the Ruler of all, You speak of favour done to You (by us)! (16) A friend and well- 
wisher of the Brahmanas as You are, itis but natural for You to believe that the Brahmanais Your 
supreme deity. The fact, however, is that the Lord (Yourself) is the Self and the Deity of not only 
the Brahmanas but even of the gods of gods (Brahma, Sivaand others). (17) The Eternal Religion 
(Sanatana Dharma) has proceeded from You and the same is protected (from time to time) by 
Your manifestations (Avataras). Nay, You alone are recognized (by the Sastras) as the 
immutable goal as well as the secret of Dharma (Religion). (18) By Your grace the Yogis (mystics) 
treading the path of Nivriti (indifference to the world) are easily able to cross the ocean of birth 
and death. How, then, can You be favoured by others? (19) Laksmi (the goddess of fortune)—the 
dust of whose feet is borne by others, viz., seekers of wealth, on their head—waits upon You at 
the appointed hours, as though anxious to secure a place in the abode (inthe shape of Your lotus- 
feet) of the king of bees, who hovers on the fresh wreath of Tulasi! leaves offered at Your feet by 
some blessed devotee. (20) Excessively fond as You are of Your greatest devotees, You have 
no great regard for Laksmi, even though She offers You Her faultless services. Adorned as You 
are by a number of adorable virtues, how can the dust of the roads trodden and hallowed by the 
feet of the Brahmanas or the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of hair) on Your breast lend sanctity to You 
or how could You accept them as ornaments? (21) O Lord, in the form of Dharma (virtue) You 
are manifest in all the three ages (viz., Satya, Treta and Dwapara, the fourth, i.e., Kali being 


notorious for its marked absence of Dharma) and as such You protect with Your three feet (viz., 
purity of mind and body, austere penance and compassion, which severally characterize the 
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three ages, the fourth viz., truthfulness, being present even in Kali, though in an attenuated 
form,) this universe, consisting of animate and inanimate beings, for the sake of the gods and 
the Brahmanas. Kindly drive away by Your (divine) personality, which consists of pure 
(immaterial) Sattva and is the bestower of all blessings, the elements of Rajas and Tamas in us, 
inimical as they are to virtue. (22) If You, who are Dharma personified, cease to protect the 
Brahmana race, (with is the foremost of all the twice-born classes and) which deserves to be 
protected by You, through loving worship and polite words, the blessed path (of the Vedas) 
chalked out by You, O Lord, will forthwith disappear from the world; for the people would accept 
as their standard that conduct (viz., ceasing to worship and speak polite words to the Brahmanas) 
of Yours, who are the Supreme Person. (23) This can never be to Your liking; for You, being the 
storehouse of Sattva (goodness), are ever intent on doing whatis good to the people and uproot 
the enemies of virtue through the agency of kings that represent Your power. Since You 
are the suzerain lord of all the three worlds (the entire creation) and the protector of the whole 
universe, Your glory is not at all diminished by Your mere stooping down (before the 
Brahmanas); for that is a mere sport‘on Your part. (24) Nay, we accord our hearty approval 
to any other punishment that You may choose to inflict on them, O universal Lord, or to any 
(additional) subsistence You may be pleased to confer on them (allowing them to continue 
in Your service). Or You may mete outto us any punishment that may be suitable for us, since 
we have pronounced a curse against Your innocent servants. (25) 
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The Lord replied : Know that the imprecation uttered by you was ordained by Myself, 
O holy Brahmanas! Therefore, being born before long into the demoniac species, and firmly 
united in thought with Me through concentration of mind intensified by anger (hatred), they 
will return to My presence shortly afterwards. (26) 
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Brahma continued : Having seen Lord Visnu, who was so delightful to the eyes, and Hi: 
self-effulgent Abode, Vaikuntha, the sages now went round the Lord (asa mark of respect) anc 
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prostrated themselves before Him; and then, taking leave of Him, they returned extremely 
delighted, applauding His divine splendour. (27-28) The Lord then said to His attendants 
(Jaya and Vijaya), "Depart (from this place) but fear not; may all be well (with you). Though 
capable of nullifying the Brahmanas' curse, | would not do so; on the contrary, it has My 
approval. (29) It had already been pronounced by Rama (Laksmi), who was angry with 
you when you on a previous occasion stopped Her entry at the door while | was buried 
in My Yoganidra (deep Samadhi or trance). (30) Absolved from the sin of insulting the 
Brahmanas by concentrating your thought on Me through anger, you shall return to My 
presence not long afterwards." (31) Having thus instructed His gate-keepers, the Lord 
entered His Abode, adorned with rows of palaces and possessed of an all-surpassing 
splendour. (32) As a result of the Brahmanas' curse, which was not easy to escape, 
the two attendants of the Lord, the foremost of the gods (inhabitants of Vaikuntha) 
lost their splendour and their pride too was gone even as they were about to fall from 
the realm of Sri Hari. (33) When they actually began to fall from the realm of Lord Visnu, 
a loud outcry was raised by the occupants of the principal aerial cars, O dear sons. (34) 
It is those two principal attendants of Sri Hari that have now entered the powerful seed 
of Kasyapa deposited in the womb of Diti. (35) It is by the glory of these twin Asuras 
(demons) that your glory has been eclipsed; and (there is no remedy because) it is the 
Lord Himself who is keen to do all this at this juncture. (36) The Lord, whois the controller 
of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), nay, who is responsible for the creation, 
preservation and dissolution of the universe, and whose Yogamaya (wonderful creative 
power) cannot be easily understood even by Masters of Yoga—that most ancient Person 
alone will come to our rescue. What purpose can be served in this behalf by our 
deliberation on the subject ? (37) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Maitreya continued : The gods (the denizens of heaven) were rid of fear on hearing the 
cause (of the darkness) as explained by Brahma (the self-born); and then they all returned 
to heaven. (1) As for Diti, that virtuous lady had been very apprehensive of trouble to the gods 
from the children (in her womb) ever since her husband predicted the same, and brought 
forth two twin sons after full one hundred years. (2) Even at the hour of their birth in that 
hermitage, many an evil portent, which foreboded a great calamity to the world, occurred in 
heaven and on earth as well as in the space between these two regions (in mid air). (3) Parts 
of the globe shook along with the mountains; all the quarters appeared to be on fire, meteors 
and thunderbolts descended on earth and comets portending grief appeared. (4) There blew 
winds which were most uninviting to the touch, hissing again and again and uprooting 
gigantic trees. They had storm for their army and clouds of dust for their ensigns. (5) The 
luminaries in the heavens having been screened by masses of clouds in which lightnings 
sometimes flashed as though laughing, darkness reigned everywhere, so that nothing could 
be seen anywhere. (6) The ocean with its high waves wailed aloud as if stricken with sorrow, 
and there was commotion among the creatures inhabiting its bowels. The rivers and lakes 
etc., were also agitated and their lotuses withered. (7) Misty halos appeared round the sun 
and the moon during solar and lunar eclipses again and again. Claps of thunder were heard 
(even without clouds) and sounds like that of rattling chariots emerged from mountain 
caves.(8) In the interior of villages she-jackals yelled portentously, vomiting a strong fire from 
their mouth; and jackals and owls also joined them with their cries. (9) Raising their necks, 
dogs uttered here and there various cries in the manner now of singing and now of wailing. 
(10) And donkeys in rut ran hither and thither in herds, striking the earth, O Vidura, with their 
hard hoofs and wildly braying. (11) Frightened with the (braying of the) donkeys, birds flew 
shrieking out of their nests, while cattle in the cow-pens as well as in the woods passed dung 
and urinated. (12) Cows yielded blood in place of milk from terror, clouds rained pus, the 
images of gods shed tears and trees fell down without a blast. (13) Ominous planets (such 
as. Mars and Saturn) shone brighter and surpassed the auspicious ones (such as Mercury, 
Jupiter and Venus) as well as a number of lunar mansions and, taking a seemingly 
retrograde course, came into conflict with one another. (14) Noticing these and other such 
mighty portents of an evil type, people other than the sons of Brahma (Sanaka and others, 
who were aware of the fall of Jaya and Vijaya and their birth as Diti's sons) were seized with 
fear inasmuch as they did not know the secret of these portents, and thought that the 
dissolution of the universe was at hand. (15) 
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The two earliest Daityas (sons of Diti) soon revealed their (former) prowess and with their 

steel-like frames grew to the size of two huge mountains. (16) Kissing the sky with the crests 
of their gold crowns, screening the quarters (with their bodies) and shaking the earth with 
their footfall at every step, and theirarms adorned with brilliant bracelets, they stood eclipsing 
the sun by their waist, which was surrounded with an excellent girdle. (17) KaSyapa (one of 
the lords of created beings) gave them names. (Accordingly) of the two twin brothers, the 
people came to know the one who descended from his loins (and entered the womb) first, 
by the name of Hiranyakasipu; while-he whom Diti brought forth first was known as 
Hiranyaksa*. (18) 
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* Inhis commentary on the above verse, Sridhara Swanii, the earliest known commentator of Srimad Bhagavata, quotes 
the following verse from a work entitled "Pindasiddhi*:— 

Wal faste eae sisi GH cRexq gt der sad wt gladeasany 

"A mother develops two embryos in her womb when the male generative fluid enters the menstrual flux in the uterus in 
two successive drops. And the mother brings forth the twins in an order reverse to that in which she conceives them. That is 
to say, the child which was conceived before is brought forth later, while the one conceived later is brought forth first.” 
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Fearing death at the hands of none by virtue of a boon got from Brahma, Hiranyakasipu 
was puffed up with pride and brought under his sway by (the strength of) his arms all the three 
spheres (the earth, heaven and the subterranean region) along with their guardian deities. (19) 
His beloved younger brother, Hiranyaksa, who always tried to please him and was very fond 
of war, once went up to heaven, mace in hand, seeking (an adversary in) combat. (20) His 
tempo was difficult to resist. He had anklets of gold tinkling about his feet. Adorned with a 
Vaijayanti garland, he rested his huge mace on one of his shoulders. (21) His strength of 
mind and body as well as the boon conferred on him (by Brahma) had puffed him up. He 
feared death at the hands of none and there was no check on him. The gods, therefore, were 
seized with fear at his very sight and hid themselves even as snakes hide themselves for 
fear of Garuda. (22) The chief of the Daityas saw that they had vanished before his might, 
and roared aloud on not finding Indra and the other gods that had been intoxicated with 
power. (23) Having returned therefrom, the mighty Daitya, like an elephant in rut, dived into 
the deep ocean—which was terribly roaring—just for the sake of sport. (24) On his entering 
the ocean the aquatic creatures forming the host of Varuna (the god presiding over the 
waters) were distracted with fear and ran away too far, scared by his very splendour without 
his dealing a blow. (25) Moving about in the ocean for very many years, the mighty 
Hiranyaksa smote the gigantic waves tossed by the winds with his iron mace again and again 
and reached Vibhavari, the capital of Varuna, O dear Vidura. (26) Seeing Praceta (Varuna), 
the guardian of Patala (the abode of the demons) and the lord of the aquatic creatures, there, 
he fell at the latter's feet like a low man to make fun of him, and said with a smile, "Give me 
battle, O supreme lord! (27) Youare the guardian of a whole sphere anda ruler of wide fame, 
and have crushed the might of arrogant and conceited warriors. Nay, having conquered all 
the Daityas and Danavas in the world, you once performed a Rajasuya sacrifice, my 
lord." (28) Thus wantonly mocked by an enemy whose vanity knew no bounds, the 
worshipful lord of waters waxed angry : but he managed to curb the anger that had sprung 
in him by dint of his reason and replied, "O dear one, we have (now) desisted from warfare 
(have grown too old foracombat). (29) | donotsee anyone else than the mostancient Person 
(Lord Visnu), who will give satisfaction in battle to you, who are so skilled in the ways of war. 
Therefore, O chief of the Asuras, approach Him, whom even heroes like you mention with 
praise. (30) On reaching Him you will be rid of your pride at once and will lie down on the field 
of battle (in eternal sleep), surrounded by dogs. It is in order to exterminate wicked fellows 
like you and to show His grace to the virtuous that He assumes various forms (from time to 
time)." (31) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse, forming part of the story of Hiranyaksa's 
conquest of the four quarters, in Book Three of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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STATSTSAN SEAT: 


Discourse XVIII 


Encounter of the Divine Boar with Hiranyaksa 
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Maitreya continued : Hearing the foregoing words of Varuna (the lord of waters), the 
proud and vainglorious Daitya paid little heed to them. And having learnt from Narada the 
whereabouts of Sri Hari, O dear Vidura, he hurriedly betook himself to the depths of the 
ocean. (1) He saw there the all-victorious divine Boar bearing the earth upwards on the ends 
of His tusks and robbing the demon of his splendour by His reddish eyes, and laughed. “Oh! an 
amphibious beast !" (2) (Turning to the Lord) he said, "Come on, fool; leave the earth. The 
Maker of the universe has entrusted her to us, the dwellers in Rasatala. You cannot escape 
unscathed with her before my very eyes, O vile god disguised as a boar! (3) Have you been 
reared by our enemies (the gods) for our extermination, as you kill the Asuras by deceptive 
methods and conquer them while remaining invisible yourself ? You possess little prowess, 
Yogamaya (deception) being your only strength. Therefore, by killing you, O fool, | shall wipe 
the tears of my kith and kin. (4) When you fall dead with your skull smashed by the mace 
hurled by our arms, the gods and sages who bear offerings to you will cease to be like trees 
without roots." (5) Though being pierced by the shaft-like abusive words of the enemy, the 
Lord bore the pain, perceiving the Earth on the ends of His tusks affrighted, and emerged 
out of the water like an elephant with his female companion assailed by an alligator. (6) The 
Daitya, who had golden hair (on his head) and fearful tusks, gave a chase to the Lord while 
He was rising out of the water, even as an alligator would chase an elephant, and, roaring like 
thunder, said, "(Are you not ashamed of running away before a challenging adversary ?) Or 
there is nothing reproachful for shameless wretches." (7) 
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The Lord placed the earth on the surface of the water within His sight and transferred to 
her His own energy in the form of capacity to support herself on the water, while the enemy 
stood looking on and while Brahma (the creator of the universe) extolled Him and the (other) 
gods rained flowers on Him. (8) The Lord now displayed a terrible rage and spoke laughing 
to the demon, who was now close upon Him, armed with a mighty mace, nay, who was 
adorned with gold ornaments and protected by a queer armour of gold, and had all along 
been cutting Him to the quick by his abusive words. (9) 
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The Lord said : Indeed we are wild brutes, O wretch, looking about for dogs like you. 
Heroes take no notice of your braggadocio, bound as you are with the cords of Death. (10) 
Scared away by your mace, we, who have stolen the charge of the dwellers in Rasatala, 
stand here, casting allshame to the winds. Yet willy-nilly we must take our stand on the battle- 
field; for, having brought about enmity with a powerful adversary, where can we go ? (11) 
A leader of leaders of foot soldiers as you are, take prompt steps to overthrow us, giving up 


all hitch, and wipe the tears of your kith and kin by slaying us; for he does not deserve a seat 
in an assembly (of good people), who fails to redeem his plighted word. (12) 
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Maitreya continued : Severely taunted and ridiculed by the Lord in an angry mood, he 
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(the demon) waxed violently angry like a serpent which is being played with. (13) Hissing 
indignantly with all his senses shaken by wrath, the Daitya quickly sprang upon Sri Hari and 
dealt Him a blow with his mace. (14) The Lord, however, dodged the violent blow of the mace 
aimed at His breast by the enemy by moving aside a little, just as an accomplished Yogi 
would elude death. (15) Sri Hari now waxed angry and rushed to meet the demon, who, 
taking up his mace again, began repeatedly to brandish it, biting his lips in rage. (16) And 
then with His mace the Lord struck the enemy on his right eyebrow; but skilled as he was 
(ina fight with maces), O gentle Vidura, he intercepted it with his own mace. (17) In this way 
Haryaksa (a synonym of Hiranyaksa) and Sri Hari struck eachother with their huge maces 
in great rage, each seeking his own victory. (18) There was a keen rivalry between the two 
combatants, both of whom had sustained injuries on their body from the blows of each other's 
pointed mace and grew more and more enraged at the smell of blood on their person. In their 
eagerness to win, they were performing manoeuvres of various kinds; and their contest 
presented the sight of an encounter between a pair of bulls for the sake of a cow. (19) 
Brahma, surrounded by sages (Marici and others), came (there) to witness the combat, O 
Vidura (a descendant of Kuru), of Hiranyaksa (son of Diti) and the Supreme Spirit—who had 
assumed the semblance of a boar by dint of His Maya (deluding potency) and who 
represents the various Yajias (sacrifices) on His person—both of whom bore enmity to each 
other for Earth's sake. (20) When the worshipful Brahma, who was followed by thousands 
of sages and seers, saw that Hiranyaksa (son of Diti) was full of manliness and devoid of fear, 
had returned the blows of the Lord and possessed irresistible prowess, he spoke to Lord 
Narayana, the earliest Boar (as follows): (21) 
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Brahma said : Having secured a boon from me, my lord, this demon is proving a constant 
annoyance (to the universe) and is not only trespassing against but causing fear and doing 
injury to the gods, that have sought protection in Your feet, as well as to the Brahmanas, the 
cows and other innocent beings and, having no rival to contend with him, goes about the 
spheres in search of one. (22-23) Play not with him, as a child may with an enraged 
serpent—him who is skilled in conjuring tricks, arrogant, self-willed and most wicked. (24) 
Presiding over Your own Maya (wonderful divine energy), slay this sinful demon, O immortal 
Lord, before he grows formidable with the approach of an hour which is favourable to 
him. (25) The most dreadful hour of twilight, which is ruinous to the worla, my lord, is fast 
approaching, O Soul of the universe. Be pleased, therefore, to bring victory to the gods (by 
getting rid of this pestilence). (26) The auspicious period, known by the name of Abhijit (so 
opportune for victory), which commenced at midday, has now all but passed. Therefore, in 


the interest of us, Your friends, pray, dispose of this formidable foe quickly. (27) This fellow has, 
luckily enough for us, come of his own accord to You, his death, ordained (by Yourself). 
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Therefore, exhibiting Your prowess, kill him in this duel and establish the worlds in 
peace. (28) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse, forming part of the story relating to Hiranyaksa's 
death in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Maitreya continued : Hearing the words of Brahma (the creator), which were free from 
guile and sweet as nectar, the Lord heartily laughed and accepted his prayer with a glance 
laden with love. (1) Thereupon the divine Boar (who had appeared from Brahma's nose) 
sprang and aimed His mace at the chin of His enemy in the form of that demon, who was 
stalking fearlessly before Him. (2) Struck by the demon with his own mace, however, it 
slipped from the Lord's hand and looked splendid as it fell down whirling. This was something 
miraculous as it were. (3) Even though he had an (excellent) opportunity (to hit the Lord), the 
demon refused to strike his unarmed foe and respected the law of a single combat, thereby 
kindling the fury of the Universal Lord. (4) As His mace fell (on the ground) anda cry of alarm 
rose (from the witnessing crowd of gods and Rsis), the almighty Lord acknowledged the 
demon's love of righteousness (fair play) and invoked His discus SudarSana. (5) As the 
discus (presently) began to revolve (in the Lord's hand) and the Lord was contending at close 
quarters with the chief of His attendants, who had now been born as Hiranyaksa (a vile son 
of Diti), there issued from every direction strange expressions uttered by those who were 
witnessing the scene from their aerial cars and had no knowledge of the Lord's real reality, 
saying : "May victory attend You. Pray, despatch him (play no more with him)!" (6) When he 
beheld the Lord, who had eyes as big and lovely as the petals of a lotus, standing in position 
before him, and further saw Him armed with a discus, his senses were overpowered with 
indignation and, hissing (as a serpent) he bit his lips in great resentment. (7) The demon, who 
had fearful tusks, stared at Sri Hari, as though he would burn Him and, springing into the air, 
aimed his mace at Him, exclaiming at the same time: "You are slain." (8) The Lord, who had 
assumed the form of a boar, that represented all the sacrifices, playfully knocked it down with 
His left foot, O saintly Vidura, even as it came upon Him with the force of a tempest, while 
the enemy was still looking on. (9) The Lord then said, "Take up your weapon and try again, 
eager as you are to conquer Me." Challenged in these words, the demon aimed His mace 
(at the Lord) once more and loudly roared. (10) When the Lord saw it flying towards Him, He 
stood firm (where He was) and caught it, even as it came, with the same ease as Garuda 
(the king of the birds) would seize a serpent. (11) The great demon felt humiliated and was 
put out of countenance when his valour was thus frustrated; and he was reluctant to take 
back the mace which was being offered by Sri Hari. (12) He now took a trident, which was 
rapacious as a flaming fire, for hurling it against the Lord, who was Yajfia personified, even 
as one would use spells for a malevolent purpose against a holy Brahmana. (13) Hurled with 
all his strength by the mighty Daitya, the glowing trident shone all the brighter in the sky. Sri 
Hari, however, tore it to pieces with His discus (Sudarsana)—which had a sharp-edged 
rim—even as Indra cut down a wing of Garuda dropped by the latter.* (14) The demon got 
enraged when his trident was cut to pieces by the discus of Sri Hari. He, therefore, advanced 
towards the Lord and, roaring aloud, smote Him with his hard fist on His broad chest, which 
bore the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of white hair), and then went out of sight. (15) Hit in this 
manner by the demon, O Vidura, the Lord, who appeared as the First Boar, did not feel the 
least quaking in any part of His body, any more than an elephant would when struck with a 


* Once upon a time Garuda snatched away nectar from the gods in heaven, in order to liberate his mother (Vinata) from 
the thraldom of his stepmother Kadri (the mother of the serpent race). Thereupon Indra (the lord of paradise) hurled his 
thunderbolt against Garuda. With a view to respecting the infallibility of Indra's weapon, Garuda (who was otherwise invincible, 
being the Lord's own mount) dropped one of his wings, which was shattered to pieces by the thunderbolt. 
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wreath of flowers. (16) He now employed many a conjuring trick against Sri Hari, the Lord 
of Yogamaya (the source of all Mayas), at the sight of which the people were filled with alarm 
and thought the dissolution of the universe was near. (17) Fierce winds began to blow, which 
spread darkness occasioned by dust. And stones came in volleys from every quarter as if 
thrown from slings. (18) The luminaries in the heaven disappeared due to the sky being 
overcast with masses of clouds, which were accompanied by lightning and thunder, and 
frequently rained pus, hair, blood, faeces, urine and bones. (19) Mountains discharging 
weapons of various kinds appeared, O sinless Vidura, as also naked demonesses armed 
with tridents, their hair hanging loose. (20) Most cruel and savage slogans where uttered by 
hosts of Yaksas and Raksasas who were all of a ruffian type and either marched on foot or 
rode on horses or elephants or in chariots. (21) 
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The Lord, who represented all the sacrifices in His person, now discharged His beloved 
discus, Sudargana, which was capable of dispersing the Mayas (magical forces) displayed 
by the demon. (22) That very moment, all of a sudden, a shudder ran through the heart of 
Diti (Hiranyaksa's mother) as she recalled the words of her lord (the sage Kasyapa); and 
blood flowed from her breasts. (23) When he saw his magic forces dispelled, he went into 
the presence of Lord KeSava once more and, full of rage, encompassed Him within his arms 
(in order to crush Him; but to his great amazement and chagrin) he found the Lord standing 
outside the circle of his arms.(24) As he (now) began to strike the Lord with his fists, which 
were harder than adamant, Lord Adhoksaja (who is beyond sense-perception) slapped him 
in the root of his ear, even as Indra (the lord of the Maruts or gods of winds) hit the demon 
Vrtra (son of Twasta, the architect of the gods). (25) Though struck indifferently by the Lord, 
the conqueror of all, the demon's body began to wheel, the eye-balls bulged out of their 
sockets, and he fell down dead like a gigantic tree uprooted by the wind, his arms, legs and 
hair on the head broken and scattered. (26) Brahma and others, who had now arrived (on 
the spot) saw the demon with fearful tusks lying on the ground, biting his lips, the glow on 
his face yet unfaded, and admiringly said, "Oh, who could meet such a (blessed) death! (27) 
Struck by a fore-foot of the Lord—whom Yogis meditate upon in seclusion through Yoga in 
the form of abstract meditation, seeking freedom from their limitation, which is unreal—and 
gazing on His countenance, this crest-jewel of Diti’s sons has shuffled off his mortal coil ! (28) 
These two demons (Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa) are no other than the Lord's own 
attendants, who have attained to this accursed state (have been born as demons) through 
a curse (pronounced by the sage Sanaka and his three brothers). After going through some 
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more births they will return to their (divine) Abode." (29) 


The gods addressed the Lord: Hail, hail to You, the source of all sacrifices; who have 
assumed a form consisting of pure Sattva (goodness) for the purpose of maintaining this 
world. Fortunately for us this demon, who was a torment to the worlds, has been slain (by 
You) and we too, O Lord, are at ease (now) through devotion to Your feet. (30) 
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Maitreya continued : Having thus killed Hiranyaksa of irresistible prowess, Sri Hari, who 
had appeared in the form of the First Boar, retired to His own (divine) realm, which is the 
abode of uninterrupted joy; while Brahma (who has his seat on a lotus) and others extolled 
him. (31) | have narrated to you, as | was told (by my preceptor), O good friend, the exploits 
of Sri Hari, who came down to the material plane (in the form of the divine Boar), and how 
that Hiranyaksa of mighty valour was knocked down by Him like a plaything in that great 
encounter. (32) 
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Sita continued : Hearing the narrative of the Lord as it was told by the sage Maitreya 
(son of Kusaru), Vidura, who was a great devotee of the Lord, derived supreme delight, O 
holy sage. (33) One rejoices to hear the life-account even of virtuous souls of sacred renown 
and extensive fame; there will be no limit, then, to one's joy on hearing the story of the Lord 
who bears the mark of Srivatsa. (34) The Lord quickly delivered from a difficult situation the 
lordly elephant who, when seized by an alligator, fixed his mind on His lotus-feet in the midst 
of his female companions, who all shrieked (in distress). (35) What grateful soul is there, who 
would not devote oneself to such a master, who can be easily pleased by guileless men 
resorting exclusively to Him for protection, though the unrighteous find it difficult to propitiate 
Him. (36) He, O holy Brahmanas, is speedily and completely absolved even from the sin 
attaching to the murder of a Brahmana, who listens to, sings or even applauds the story of 
the most wonderful pastime, viz., the destruction of Hiranyaksa at the hands of the Lord, who 
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assumed the form ofa boar forthe sake of rescuing the earth. (37) This most sacred narrative 
confers extraordinary merit, wealth, fame, longevity and all the objects of one's desire. On 
the field of battle it promotes the strength of one's vital organs and organs of action. Those 
who listen to it at the last moment of their life find their asylum in Lord Narayana, O dear 
Saunaka ! (38) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse entitled the "Death of Hiranyaksa" 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Saunaka said : "Having secured a foothold in the shape of the earth, O son of Sita 

(Romaharsana), what means did Swayambhuva Manu adopt for evolving the other crea- 
tures that were yet to see the light ? (1) Vidura was a great devotee of the Lordand a devoted 
friend of Sri Krsna. He abandoned his own elder brother (Dhrtarastra) along with the latter's 
sons (Duryodhana and others) because they had offended against Sri Krsna (by turning a 
deaf ear to His counsel and behaving inimically towards His beloved Pandavas). (2) Sprung 
from the loins of the sage Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa), he was in no way inferior to him in glory. 
Nay, he was devoted to Sri Krsna with all his being and attached to His devotees. (3) Further 
cleansed of all his sins by resorting to sacred places, what else did he enquire of the sage 
Maitreya, the foremost among the knowers of Truth, on meeting him at Kusavarta 
(Haridwara), where he was living ?(4) In the course of their conversation, O Sita, there must 
have proceeded sacred stories centring round the lotus-feet of Sri Hari, and hence capable 
of wiping out all sins like the waters of the holy Ganga, that have their source in those very 
feet. (5) May God bless you, please narrate to us those very stories of the Lord, whose 
noble deeds are the only achievements worth glorifying. What man who has his aesthetic 
sense developed would feel sated with drinking in the nectar-like stories of Sri Hari's 
pastimes?" (6) 
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Questioned thus by the sages staying in Naimisa, Ugrasrava, with his mind fixed on the 

Lord, said to them, "Listen!" (7) 
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Sita continued : Vidura (a descendant of king Bharata) was delighted to hear the story 
of the Lord who, having assumed by His own divine will the semblance of a boar, had enacted 
the sport of lifting up the earth from the bottom of the ocean and indifferently killed the demon 
Hiranyaksa. He then spoke to the sage as follows. (8) 
sora 
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Vidura said : Knowing as you do things unperceived by us, tell me, O holy sage, what 
Brahma (the lord of Prajapatis) did for the purpose of creating living beings after evolving the 
Prajapatis (lords of created beings). (9) How did the sage Marici and the other Brahmanas as 
well as Swayambhuva Manu evolve the creation in obedience to Brahma's command ? (10) 
Did they evolve it in conjunction with their wives or remaining independent in their action or 
did they all jointly produce it ? (11) 
a37 sara 
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Maitreya replied: When the equilibrium of the three Gunas (constituting Prakrti or 
Primordial Matter) got disturbed through the agency of Prarabdha (the destiny of the 
Jivas)—the working of which is difficult to comprehend—the Supreme Spirit presiding over 
Prakrti and Kala (the Time-Spirit), as well as through mere proximity to the Lord, the Mahat- 
tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) was evolved therefrom. (12) From the Mahat- 
tattva—in which the element of Rajas predominates—as impelled by the destiny of the Jivas, 
was evolved the Ego (the source of the five elements), which is of three kinds (according as 
it is predominated by Sattva, Rajas or Tamas); and the Ego in its turn evolved many a group 
of five principles such as the five gross elements* (ether and so on). (13) Severally unable 
to produce the material universe, they combined with the help of the divine energy and were 
(now) able to evolve a shining egg. (14) For over one thousand years the egg lay on the 
waters of the causal ocean in a lifeless state. After that the Lord entered it (as its presiding 
Deity). (15) From the navel of the Lord (as presiding over the egg) sprang a lotus that 
possessed the dazzling splendour of a thousand suns and was intended to be the abode of 
all living beings. Brahma himself emanated from this very lotus.(16) 
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* The other groups of five principles besides the five gross elements are : the five subtle elements, the five senses of 
perception, the five organs of action and the two groups of five deities severally presiding over the five senses and the five 
organs. 
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When the Lord who sleeps on the waters forming the support of the cosmos entered his 
heart (as the Inner Controller), Brahma (the creator) started creating hierarchy of the various 
worlds according to the plan evolved by him in the preceding Kalpas. (17) At the very outset 
he evolved out of his shadow (ignorance) the five varieties of Avidya (Nescience), viz., 
Tamisra, Andhatamisra, Tamas, Moha and Mahamoha* (18) Brahma threw off that body of 
his (in the form of a shadow); for he did not like it, made up as it was of darkness (ignorance). 
The Yaksas and Raksasas (who had sprung therefrom) took possession of that body, which 
continued in the form of night and is the source of hunger and thirst. (19) Overpowered by 
hunger and thirst, they ran to devour him from all sides. "Spare him not (out of compassion, 
thinking that he is our father); eat him up!"+ they all cried, oppressed as they were with hunger 
and thirst. (20) The god (Brahma) grew nervous (at this unexpected turn) and pleaded with 
them, "Pray, eat me not; but spare me. For you have all-been born as sons to me, O Yaksas 
and Raksasas!" (21) 
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Shining with glory he created, before all others, the divinities that had the element of 
Sattva or goodness predominant in them. When Brahma dropped (even) that effulgent 
form (out of which he had evolved those divinities, and) which now figured as daytime, the 
gods sportfully took possession of it. (22) The glorious Brahma (next) evolved from his 
hinder partt the demons, who are excessively fond of women. Being very lustful they came 
up to him for copulation. (23) The worshipful Brahma first laughed (at their stupidity); but 
finding the shameless Asuras close upon him, he grew indignant and ran out of fear in great 
haste. (24) He approached SriHari, the Bestower of boons, who dispels the agony of those 
running up to Him for succour, and who in order to show His grace to His devotees 
reveals Himself in a form answering their conception. (25) "Protect me, O Supreme 
Spirit! | created these beings as directed by You, but these sinful creatures are out 
to copulate with me, my Lord. (26) You are the only one capable of ending the affliction 
of distressed people as also the one inflicting agony on those who never resort to Your feet 
(for protection)." (27) 


* For the meaning of these terms see verse 2 of Discourse XII above. 

+ Of these two species of living beings those who said “Eat him up! (44m)" were classed as Yaksa; while they who said 
“Spare him ... (z#a)" came to be known as Raksasas. 

+This is corroborated by the Sruti text: “a sTeqaagan’. 
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The Lord who can distinctly see the mind of others, perceived Brahma's distress 
and said to him, "Cast off this impure body of yours (impure because it has produced 
the libidinous Asuras and excited their passion)!" Thus commanded by the Lord, he 
dropped it. (28) 
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(The body thus shuffled off by Brahma took the form of the evening twilight, when the 
day and night meet, and which kindles passion. The Asuras, who are passionate by nature, 
dominated as they are by the element of Rajas, took it for a damsel) whose lotus-feet 
resounded with the tinkling of anklets, whose eyes were wild with intoxication and whose 
hips were covered by a fine cloth, over which shone a girdle. (29) Her breasts were 
projecting upwards because of their clinging to each other, and were too contiguous to 
admit of any intervening space. She had a shapely nose and beautiful rows of teeth; nay, 
a lovely smile played on her lips and she cast a sportful glance (at the Asuras). (30) 
Adorned with dark tresses, she was hiding herself as it were out of shyness. Perceiving 
that girl, O Vidura (an incarnation of Dharma, the god of virtue), the Asuras were all 
infatuated with love. (31) "Oh ! what a beauty ! what a rare self-control! what a budding 
youth ! In the midst of us all, who are passionately longing for her, she is moving about 
like one absolutely free from passion !* (32) 
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Indulging in speculations of various kinds about the evening twilight, that appeared to 
them as endowed with the form of a young woman, the Asuras of wicked mind treated her 
with respect and fondly asked her:—(33) "Who are you (by birth)? Whose daughter may you 
be, O pretty one (lit., having thighs smooth and tapering like the stem of a plantain tree)? And 
what can be the object of your coming over here, O proud damsel? Why do you tantalize us, 
luckless as we are, with the priceless commodity of your beauty ? (84) Whosoever you may 
be, O tender girl, we are fortunate in having been able to see you. While playing with a ball 
you agitate the mind of the lookers-on. (35) When you strike the bouncing ball against the 
ground with your hand again and again, O praiseworthy woman, your lotus-feet stay not at 
one place; oppressed by the weight of your full breasts, your waist gets fatigued and your 
clear vision grows dull as it were. Pray, braid your comely hair." (36) Thus the Asuras of 
clouded understanding took the evening twilight, that showed itself in the form of a young 
woman, for an alluring damsel and seized her. (37) 
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With a laugh full of deep significance the worshipful Brahma evolved by his own 
loveliness, which seemed to enjoy itself by itself, hosts of Gandharvas (celestial musicians) 
and Apsaras (dancing girls of heaven). (38) (After that) he gave up that shining and beloved 
form made of moon-light. Viswavasu and the other Gandharvas themselves gladly took 
possession of it. (39) 
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The glorious Brahma (next) evolved out of his sloth the Bhitas (ghosts) and Pisacas 
(fiends); but he closed his eyes when he saw them stand naked with their hair 
dishevelled. (40) The Bhitas and Pi$acas themselves took possession of the body, 
in the form of yawn, thrown off by Brahma, the lord of beings. It is also known as 
sleep, which causes the mouth etc., of living beings to eject running saliva. And 
these very Bhitas and Pigsacas attack men who are rendered impure in this way 
and such attack of theirs is spoken of as insanity. (41) 
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Recognizing himself as full of vigour and energy, the worshipful Brahma, the lord of 
beings, evolved out of his invisible form the hosts of the Sadhyas and the Pitrs (manes). (42) 
The Pitrs themselves took possession of that invisible body, the source of their existence. 
It is through the medium of this invisible body (of the Pitrs) that those well-versed in the ritual 
offer oblations to the Sadhyas and the Pitrs (in the form of their departed ancestors on the 
occasion of Sraddhaetc.). (43) 
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By his faculty of remaining hidden from view Brahma evolved the species of living 
beings called the Siddhas and the Vidyadharas, and gave them that marvellous form of 
his, known by the name of Antardhana (the faculty of remaining hidden from view). (44) 
One day Brahma (the lord of beings) beheld his own reflection (in water) and, admiring 
himself through that, evolved the Kimpurusas as well as Kinnaras out of that very 
reflection. (45) They took possession of that (shadowy) form, which was left by Brahma. 
That is why they sing his praises by recounting his exploits at daybreak (every morning) 
with their spouses. (46) 
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Once Brahma lay with his body stretched at full length, much concerned over the fact that 
the work of creation had not proceeded apace, and in a sullen mood shed that body too. (47) 
The hair that dropped from that body (as he apparently pulled them ina fit of excitement) were 
transformed into snakes, dear Vidura; while, even as the body crawled along (with its hands 
and feet contracted), there sprang from it ferocious serpents and Nagas with their necks 
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dilated in the form of hood. (48) 
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One day, Brahma (the self-born creator) felt as if the object of his life had been 

accomplished; at that time he evolved out of his mind, last of all, the Manus, who promote 
the welfare of the world. (49) To them the self-possessed creator gave his own human form. 
On seeing them (the Manus) those who had been created earlier (viz., the gods, the 
Gandharvas and so on) applauded Brahma (the lord of created beings). (50) “Oh, creator 
of the universe ! we are glad what you have produced is well done. Since (all) ritual acts (such 
as pouring oblations into the sacred fire) have been placed on a sound footing in this human 
form, we shall all share the sacrificial oblations with it." (51) Having equipped himself with 
austere penance, adoration, Yoga (concentration of mind) and Samadhi (deep meditation) 
accompanied by dispassion etc., and having controlled his senses, Brahma (the first seer) 
evolved the Rsis, his beloved sons. (52) To each one of these the unborn creator gave a part 
of his own body, which was characterized by deep meditation, concentration of mind,. 
supernatural power, austerity, adoration and dispassion. (53) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXI 
The sage Kardama practises austere penance and the 
Lord confers a boon on him 
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Vidura said : The line of Swayambhuva Manu was the one most esteemed (by all): Pray, 


give me, O worshipful sage, an account of that race, the progeny of which multiplied through 
sexual union. (1) (You have already told us that) the two sons of Swayambhuva, Priyavrata 
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and Uttanapada, piously ruled over the entire globe with its seven divisions (Dwipas as they 
are called). (2) His daughter, known by the name of Devahiti, O holy Brahmana, has been 
spoken of by you as the spouse of the sage Kardama, a lord of created beings, O sinless 
one! (3) How many issues did that great Yogi beget through that princess, who was endowed 
with the eight limbs of Yoga (such as the five Yamas and so on)? Pray, tell me all this, keen 
as | am to hear it. (4) Similarly, O holy sage, tell me how the worshipful Ruci (another lord 
of created beings) and Daksa, a son of Brahma (and also a lord of created beings), 
procreated children after securing as their wife the other two daughters of Swayambhuva 
Manu (Akati and Prasiti respectively). (5) 
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Maitreya replied : Commanded by Brahma in the words "Beget children !" the 
worshipful Kardama practised penance on the bank of the river Saraswati for a period 
of ten thousand years. (6) During that penance the sage Kardama devoutly waited upon 
Sri Hari—the Bestower of blessings on those who flee to Him for protection—through 
various modes of worship accompanied by deep meditation. (7) Pleased (with his 
austerities), O Vidura, the lotus-eyed Lord showed Himself to him at the beginning of 
Satyayuga in a form consisting of His own divine essence, which is ordinarily known only 
through the divine Word (the Vedas). (8) 
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Kardama beheld the Lord in His purely divine form, effulgent like the sun, wearing 
a garland of white lotuses and water-lilies and clad in spotless (yellow) silk, His lotus 
face fringed with sleek dark locks of curly hair. Adorned with a crown and ear-rings, 
He held His (characteristic) conch, discus (Sudargana) and mace (in three of His hands) 
and a white lily to play with (in His fourth); while His smiling look captivated the heart. 
Having set His lotus-feet on the shoulders of Garuda He stood in the air with a golden 
streak (symbol of Goddess Laksmi) on His breast and the famous Kaustubha gem 
suspended from His neck. (9—11) Having realized the ambition (of his life) and full of 
joy, the sage fell prostrate with his head touching the ground and (rising) began to extol 
the Lord in the following words with a mind naturally full of love and his palms joined 
(in prayer). (12) 
ARATT 
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The sage said : An! the fruit of our eyes has been fully attained today by beholding 
You, the repository of all goodness, whose sight, O praiseworthy Lord, is coveted even by 
Yogis established in Yoga (deep meditation) after going through higher and still higher 
births. (13) Your lotus-feet are a veritable vessel to take one across the ocean of mundane 
existence. Only they who have been deprived of their senses by Your Maya (deluding 
potency) worship those feet with a view to attaining the trivial and momentary pleasures of 
sense, that can be had even in hell. You, however, O Lord, bestow on them such pleasures 
of sense too. (14) You are a wish-yielding tree, while my heart is impure (tainted by carnality). 
Therefore, desirous of marrying a girl of like disposition, that may prove a veritable cow of 
plenty (yield all the three objects of human pursuit) in my married life, | too have likewise 
sought the shelter of Your feet, which are the source of all blessings. (15) (Constantly) 
smitten by desire, this world, O Lord of the universe, is bound (like a beast) by the cord of 
the word (Veda) uttered by You, the lord of created beings. Following the ways of the world, 
| too, O Embodiment of unalloyed virtue, bear offerings (in the shape of dutiful obedience) 
to You, who appear as Time. (16) Turning their back on worldly-minded men as well as on 
the (human) beasts (like me) who follow them, Your devotees seek (the protection of) Your 
feet, that afford shelter like an umbrella (against the sun of metempsychosis), and meet the 
requirements of the body (in the shape of hunger, thirst and so on) by drinking the inebriating 
nectar of Your praises uttered before one another. (17) Your wheel (in the shape of Time), 
which has three navels (in the shape of three divisions of the year, consisting of four months 
each) rotates round the axle of the imperishable Brahma; it has thirteen spokes (representing 
thirteen months , including the additional month intercalated every third year), three hundred 
and sixty joints (corresponding to the same number of days comprised in a year), six rims 
(in the shape of the six seasons) and numberless leaves (in the shape of moments) carved 
on it. Though cutting short the span of life of the entire creation by its revolution, this wheel 
of tremendous velocity cannot touch the life-span of these (Your devotees). (18) O Lord, 
though one (without a second), You assume in Yourself the Yogamaya (Your wonderful 
creative energy), which is no other than You, with a view to creating the universe, and with 
the help of potencies like Sattva etc., (emanating from the said Yogamaya), bring forth and 
preserve and will then reabsorb the universe into Yourself, even as the spider spins a 
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cobweb, maintains it and then swallows it up. (19) Although (we know) itis not liked by You, 
O Supreme Lord, that You should provide us (Your devotees) by dint of Your Maya (deluding 
potency), with the pleasures of sense, let them come to us for our ultimate good (final 
beatitude), when You have appeared before us in a form adorned with a splendid wreath of 
Tulasi (basil) leaves—a form which looks finite through Maya. (20) 
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Although by virtue of Your Self-Realization You have ever ignored the consequences of 
Your activity, You have conducted the affairs of the world by Your own Maya (sportive will) 
and shower the desired blessings even on those who adore You with some interested 
motive. | repeatedly bow to You, whose lotus-feet are worthy of reverence to all. (21) 
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Maitreya resumed: Sincerely extolled in the aforesaid words, Lord Visnu, (whose navel 


is distinguished by a lotus and) who shone on the shoulders of Garuda, replied in accents 
sweet as nectar, His eyebrows gracefully moving as He regarded the sage with a smile full 


of affection. (22) 
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The Lord said : Having come to know what was in your mind, | have already arranged that 
for which you have worshipped Me well through discipline of the mind and senses etc. (23) 
Worship offered to Me by those who have solely fixed their mind on Me, particularly by people 
like you, O lord of created beings, can never goin vain. (24) (You know) Emperor Swayambhuva 
Manu (son of Brahma), who is celebrated for his righteous acts, rules over the earth bounded 


by the seven oceans, having his seat in Brahmavarta.* (25) Accompanied by his spouse, Queen 
Satardpa, that royal sage, who knows the secret of Dharma (right conduct), will come to see you, 


* The territorial limits of Brahmavarta (the modern Kuruksetra) have been specified as below :— 
Wieanigugeieataeac] 1a fared Sei waad Waa tl 
"The tract lying between the two heavenly rivers, Saraswati and Drsadvati, and owing its existence to the gods, is called 
Brahmavarta." 
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O holy Brahmana, the day after tomorrow and will give away his dark-eyed daughter—who has 
attained the marriageable age, is possessed of a noble character and commendable virtues and 
is on the look-out for a match—to you, who are (in everyway) worthy of her, O lord of created 
beings. (26-27) Being just the type on which you have set your heart all these long years, that 
princess, O holy sage, will soon be yours and will serve you to your heart's content. (28) She will 
bring forth nine daughters out of the seed sown in her by you, and through the daughters sprung 
from your loins sages (like Marici) will duly beget children. (29) And, with your heart cleansed by 
properly carrying out My command and having resigned to Me the fruit of all your acts, you will 
finally attain to Me. (30) Showing compassion to living beings (in your married life), you will attain 
Self-Realization; and, giving assurance of safety to all (as a recluse), you will perceive your own 
self as well as the universe identified in Me and Myself in you. (31) Manifesting a part of My divine 
Being through your wife Devahiti, along with your nine daughters, O great sage, | shall instruct 
her in the system of philosophy (known by the name of Sankhya) that deals with the ultimate 
principles or categories (such as Prakrti, Purusa, ISwara and so on). (32) 
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Maitreya went on : Having thus spoken to him (the sage Kardama), the Lord, who 
reveals Himself only when the senses are turned inward, departed (for His own Abode, 
Vaikuntha) from (his hermitage on the strand of) the lake called Bindusarovara, which was 
encircled by the river Saraswati. (33) While the sage stood looking on, the Lord left by the 
path leading to Vaikuntha—a path which is extolled by all great Siddhas—listening to the 
hymns forming the basis of the Samaveda and uttered by the wings* of Garuda (the lord of 
the feathered kingdom). (34) 
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Even after the departure of the Lord the worshipful sage Kardama stayed (in his hermitage) 


on the strand of the Bindusarovara, awaiting the time (predicted by the Lord). (35) (On this 
side), Swayambhuva Manu with his spouse (SatarUpa) mounted his goldplated chariot and, 


* The Sruti says :‘qexe-at ait’ (Brhad and Rathantara, the two metrical divisions of Samaveda, form the two wings of 
Garuda). It is mentioned at more than one places in the Bhagavata itself that the hymns of the Samaveda proceed from the 
wings of Garuda whenever he takes a flight. 
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taking his daughter (Devahtati) along with him and journeying all over the globe, reached 
the aforementioned hermitage of the sage (Kardama)—who had just completed his vow 
(of austerity)—on the very day foretold by the Lord, O Vidura. (36-37) The holy 
Bindusarovara—which overflowed with the water of the river Saraswati and was resorted 
to by hosts of eminent sages, and whose water was not only wholesome but also sweet 
as nectar—was so-called because drops of tears had fallen thereon from the eyes of the 
Lord, overwhelmed as he was by extreme compassion directed towards the sage, who had 
sought His protection. (38-39) The lake was rich in fruits and flowers of all seasons inasmuch 
as itwas surrounded by clusters of sacred trees and creepers affording shelter to holy beasts 
and birds that uttered various cries, and was adorned with rows of forest trees. (40) It 
resounded with the notes of overjoyed birds and was the scene of the humming of intoxicated 
bees; merry, peacocks proudly danced (in the forest surrounding the lake) and merry 
cuckoos called one another (by their sweet notes).(41) The lake was hemmed round by 
Kadamba, Campaka, Asoka, Karafja, Bakula, Asana, Kunda, Mandara, Kutaja and young 
mango trees, and echoed with the pleasing notes of Karandavas (a species of duck), Plavas, 
swans, ospreys, water-fowls, cranes, Cakrawakas and Cakoras. (42-43) Andit was infested 
with deer, boars, porcupines, Gayals (a species of wild animals closely resembling the cow), 
elephants, baboons, lions, monkeys, mongooses and musk-deer.(44) 
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Entering that most sacred spot with his daughter (Devahiti) and going near the sage, the 

first monarch (Swayambhuva Manu) saw him sitting there (in his hermitage), having 
propitiated the sacred fire (by pouring oblations into it). He shone most brilliant with his body, 
which, though engaged in austere penance for a long time, was not much emaciated 
because the Lord had cast His affectionate glance at him and he had also quaffed with his 
ears the nectar flowing from the moon-like words of the Lord. The sage was of high stature, 
had eyes big as the petals of a lotus, wore matted locks (on his head), was clad in rags and 
looked untidy like an unpolished gem. (45—47) Seeing the monarch come to his hermitage 


and bowing before him the sage greeted him (with benedictions) and received him with due 
honour. (48) 
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When the king had sat down calm and collected after receiving the sage's attentions, the 
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latter, who recalled the instructions of the Lord, spoke to him (as follows), delighting him with 
his soft accents : (49) "The tour undertaken by you, O lord, is surely intended to protect the 
virtuous and kill the wicked, embodying as you do the protecting energy of Sri Hari. (50) It 
is you who assume the forms of the sun-god, the moon-god, the god of fire, Indra (the lord 
of paradise), the wind-god, Yama (the god of punishment), Dharma (the god of piety) and 
Varuna (the god presiding over the waters), as and when necessary. Hail to you, who are 
no other than Lord Visnu. (51) If you do not go about (the world), like the sun, in your 
bejewelled chariot—that ever leads you to victory—twanging your fierce bow, inspiring 
terrorin the heart of the wicked by (the presence of) your very chariot, taking a huge army 
(behind you) and shaking the terrestrial globe by the tread of your hosts, ali the moral laws 
governing the various Varnas (grades of society) and ASramas (stages in life) and made by 
the Lord Himself, O king, will be broken that very moment by impious men, which will be a 
deplorable state of things. (62—54) Nay, unrighteousness will flourish on account of 
grasping and unruly men. If you give up all thought of the world, it will fall into the clutches 
of impious men and perish. (55) Nevertheless | ask you, O valiant king, the purpose for which 
you have come here; with a glad heart we shall meet your wishes." (56) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavaia-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIl 
The sage Kardama accepts the hand of Devahiti 
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Maitreya continued : The emperor felt abashed as it were to hear his exalted virtues 
and exploits thus extolled and replied to the sage, who was leading a retired life (as 


follows): (1) 
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The Manu Said : The Cosmic Being, who is Veda personified, evolved you (the 
Brahmanas), rich in austere penance, learning and Yoga (concentration of mind), and 
averse to the pleasures of sense, from his mouth for the protection (continuance) of his own 
self in the form of the Vedas. (2) And for the protection of the Brahmanas the same 
thousand-footed Being evolved us (the Ksatriyas) from His thousand arms. Hence they 
speak of the Brahmana race as His heart and the Ksatriya race as His outer limbs (arms). (3) 
That is why the Brahmana and the Ksatriya protect each other as well as their own self; 
while, as a matter of fact, the Lord Himself, who is both the cause and the effect and yet 


immutable, protects them (through each other). (4) All my doubts have been resolved by 
your very sight inasmuch as your holiness has of your own accord lovingly pointed out the 


(3564) B. M. 10— 
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duties of a king who is anxious to protect his subjects. (5) It is my good fortune that | have 
been able to see you; for you cannot be easily perceived by those who have not subdued 
their mind. And | am all the more fortunate in that | have touched with my head the blessed 
dust of your feet. (6) Luckily enough | have been instructed by you (in the duties of kings) 
and thus a great favour has been bestowed on me; and thank God | have listened with open 
(eager) ears to your charming words. (7) 
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Be graciously pleased to listen, O sage, to the prayer of my humble self, troubled in mind 

due to affection for my daughter (Devahiti). (8) This daughter of mine, a sister to Priyavrata 
and Uttanapada, is on the look-out for a match worthy of her in point of age, character and 
good qualities etc. (9) The moment she heard from the sage Narada of your noble character, 
learning, comely appearance, young age and other virtues, she fixed her mind on you. (10) 
Therefore, accept her (as your wife), O chief of the Brahmanas, since | offer her with 
reverence (to you) and because she is in everyway fit to be your helpmate in (the discharge 
of) your household duties. (11) It is not commendable—even on the part of one who is 
absolutely free from attachment, much less of him who is addicted to the pleasures of 
sense—to spurn an object of desire that has come of itself. (12) He who rejects an object 
offered to him and begs it of a miser loses his widespread reputation and his pride is humbled 
by the disrespectful behaviour of others. (13) | heard of you, O wise man, that you were 
prepared to marry. Therefore, accept her hand, which is being offered by me, since you have 
not taken a vow of perpetual celibacy. (14) 
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The sage replied : Certainly | have a desire to marry and your daughter too has not yet 


been affianced (to anyone else). Hence our marriage according to (what is known as) the 
Brahma’* method (the best of all methods) will be quite in the fitness of things. (15) That desire 


* The Brahma form of marriage is that in which a girl is given away, duly adorned according to one’s means, to a 
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of mine, which has been duly recognized in the procedure laid down in your scriptures (for 
conducting the nuptials), may be realized through this daughter of yours. Who would not 
accept with honour (the hand of) your daughter (Devahiti), who overshadows as it were by 
her artless splendour the very lustre of her ornaments? (16) (The other day), when she was 
sporting on the top of her royal mansion, following her ball with bewildered eyes, the elegance 
of her person heightened by the tinkling of ornaments on her feet, Vigwavasu (a Gandharva 
well-known for his comeliness) was stupefied with infatuation to see her and fell down from 
his aerial car. (17) What wise man would not welcome her, the very ornament of woman- 
hood, the beloved daughter of Swayambhuva Manu (yourself) and sister of Uttanapada, who 
cannot even be perceived by those that have not adored the gracious feet of the Lord, and 
who has come of her own accord, seeking my hand ? (18) Therefore, | shall take to wife this 
noble girl on condition that | shall remain with her till she bears (in her womb) through me a 
ray of the Supreme Spirit. Thereafter | amthinking of mostly devoting myself to practices (like 
self-control) which do not involve destruction of life and characterize the life of a Sarnnyasi 
(recluse), and which have been directly taught* (to me) by the Lord Himself. (19) To me the 
highest authority in this behalf is the immortal Lord Sri Hari, the Ruler even of all Prajapatis 
(lords of created beings), from whom this wonderful universe has emanated, in whom it rests 
and in whom again, it will disappear. (20) 
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Maitreya went on : The sage, O Vidura (the wielder of a fierce bow), said only this much 
and became silent, clinging with his mind to the Lord whose navel is adorned by a lotus. His 
countenance, which was graced with a smile, captivated the heart of Devahiti. (21) Having 
further unmistakably known the mind of the queen as well as of Devahtti, the emperor most 
gladly gave away to the sage, who was endowed with hosts of virtues, his daughter, who 
matched him well. (22) Empress Satardpa lovingly bestowed on the bride and the bride- 
groom most valuable presents, suited to the occasion in the form of jewellery, raiment and 


other articles intended for household use. (23) Relieved of all agony, the emperor enclosed 
within his arms his daughter—who had been bestowed on a suitable person—with a heart 


Secegroom mvited far the purpose— 
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It is this form of marriage which is mostly prevalent among the twice-born classes in the Hindu society today and is 
S=cered in the Sastras as conferring great religious merit on the bride's father. Seven more forms of marriages have been 
m= Soned in our scriptures; but they are all more or less prohibited in the Kali age. (Vide Manusmrti, Chap. III.) 


* Vide verse 31 of Discourse XXI above. 
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agitated with extreme fondness for her. (24) Unable to bear separation from her, he shed 
tears again and again, and drenched with them his daughter's looks, crying, "My daughter, 
my darling!" (25) Bidding adieu to the great sage and obtaining his leave, the monarch 
mounted his chariot along with his spouse and drove to his capital, followed by his retinue 
and witnessing the beauty of the hermitages of the tranquil-minded seers on both the 
charming banks of the Saraswati, a river so agreeable to sages. (26-27) Overjoyed to know 
of his arrival (beforehand), his subjects sallied forth from Brahmavarta to greet their lord with 
songs, panegyrics and instrumental music. (28) The city of Barhismati (the capital of 
Swayambhuva Manu), which was rich in all kinds of wealth, was so-called because it was 
here that the hair of Lord Visnu (manifested in the form of the divine Boar) dropped from His 
body as He shook it and it was these very hair that turned into blades of the ever-green Kuga 
grass (also known by the name of Barhis) and Kagas (another species of grass used for 
mats, roofs, etc.), by means of which the sages got rid of those (demons etc.) who interfered 
with the performance of their sacrifices, and worshipped Lord Visnu (through those 
sacrifices). (29-30) It was here, again, that the worshipful Manu spread a seat of KuSas and 
Ka§as and propitiated the Lord presiding over sacrifices, from whom he had secured a 
footing in the shape of the terrestrial globe. (31) 
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Having arrived at the city of Barhismati, where the Manu resided, he entered his palace 
there, which drove away the three types of agony (1. that which proceeds from bodily and 
mental causes within one's self, 2. that which proceeds from divine or natural causes, and 
3. that which is caused by other beings). (32) (There) in the company of his wife and children 
he enjoyed the pleasures of sense that did not interfere with the pursuit of other objects of 
human aspiration (viz., Dharma, Artha and Moksa). At daybreak (everyday) celestial 
musicians along with their wives sang in chorus his fair renown; but with a loving heart he 
listened to the stories of Sri Hari alone. (33) Although Swayambhuva Manu was a past master 
in the art of creating objects of sense-enjoyment, the latter could notin the least drag him down 
(from his exalted mood), devoted as he was to the Lord and given to contemplation. (34) 
Consequently his hours, that gradually brought to an end his long life consisting of a whole 
Manvantara, were not spent in vain, engaged as he ever was in listening to, contemplating 
on, composing and narrating the stories of Lord Visnu. (35) Having transcended the threefold 
destinies* (brought about by the preponderance of any one of the three Gunas—Sattva, 


* The threefold destiny referred to above is the same as has been mentioned by the Lordin the following verse of Srimad 
Bhagavadgita— 
wel Treats Brae ae foes OS: | SSG en SST resis ae: (XIV. 18) 
“Those who abide in the quality of Sattva (harmony) rise upwards (to heaven and other spheres); while those of 2 
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Rajas and Tamas), he thus spent the whole of his Manvantara consisting of seventy-one 
rounds of the four Yugas (Satya, Treta, Dwapara and Kali) in pursuits connected with Lord 
Vasudeva (such as meditation on His divine Form, chanting His names and virtues etc., and 
worshipping His images and so on). (86) How can bodily and mental troubles and those 
attributable to some divine or human agency or to other living beings, O Vidura (son of 
Vyasa), afflict him who has sought refuge with Sri Hari? (37) | have thus narrated to you the 
wonderful story of the first king, Swayambhuva Manu, who deserved all praise and who in 
reply to the questions asked by certain sages taught the diverse sacred duties of men 
in general as well as of the different Varnas (grades of society) and Agramas (stages in 
life) in particular, friendly disposed as he was to all living beings. Now hear of the glory 
of his daughter (Devahiti). (38-39) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse in Book Three of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Steet ss S 
PIRES ry 


3IN Walaa sea: 


Discourse XXIll 
Amorous pastimes of Kardama and Devahtti 
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Maitreya continued : When the parents of Devahiti had left (for their capital), that 
virtuous girl, who could easily read the mind of her lord, daily attended to his comforts 
with the same delight as Goddess Parvati looks after Her Consort, Lord Siva. (1) 
Forswearing lust deceit,malice, covetousness, vanity and forbidden acts (of every kind), 
nay, ever vigilant and active, she won the pleasure of her glorious husband through 
fidelity, purity of mind and body, reverence, control of the senses, service and love,as 
well as by her affable speech, O Vidura! (2-3) That daughter of Manu, who looked upon 
her lord as greater even than Providence and was fully devoted to him, expected great 
blessings from him. Nay, having served him for a long time, she had grown weak and 
emaciated on account of her religious observances. Kardama (the foremost of celestial 


sages) was, therefore, oppressed with a feeling of commiseration for her and spoke to her 
in accents faltering with love. (4-5) 


a/asika disposition stay in the middle (in the terrestrial region). And those of a Tamasika temperament, enveloped as they 
are in the Tamoguna (dullness), sink down to the abysmal depths of hell.” 
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Kardama said : O daughter of Manu, you have shown great respect to me and | am 

pleased today with your most faithful service and supreme devotion. You ungrudgingly 
wasted your body for my sake (in my service)—body which is extremely dear to all living 
beings and deserves every attention. (6) |, therefore, confer on you supernatural vision : 
thereby see for yourself the divine blessings (in the shape of unearthly enjoyments) that were 
secured by me through concentrated application to austere penance, Samadhi (abstract or 
deep meditation) and worship of God, and through devotion to my own duty—blessings which 
are free from fear and grief and to which you have also won a title through services rendered 
to me. (7) Of what account (in comparison to these) are other enjoyments (including those 
obtained in heaven), aspirations in regard to which are frustrated by the mere contraction of 
a brow on the part of the Lord, who possesses infinite power ? You have now attained your 
object (through fidelity to me); therefore, enjoy the extensive unearthly pleasures earned 
through devotion to your (wifely) duties, and which can be had with difficulty by human beings 
due to false notions of their royal dignity etc. (8) 
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When the sage spoke thus, Devahtti felt relieved to discover that he was the master of 
all Yogic powers and an adept in all forms of worship. Her face brightening with a smile and 
bashful glances, she spoke in voice choked with modesty and love. (9) 
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Devahiti said : | know it, my lord : all that you have said, O chief of the Brahmanas, is 
something natural to you, a master of unfailing Yogic powers that you are, O great one. Now 
let the promise you made (in the presence of my father) about allowing me the contact of your 
body but once be redeemed; for it is a rare boon for virtuous wives to have a progeny through 
a highly venerable husband. (10) Kindly instruct me what arrangements have to be made and 
what requisites to be got together (in the shape of unguents, scents, wearing apparel and 
nourishing food etc.) according to the injunctions of the scriptures (works on erotics), by 
resorting to which my poor body, emaciated through intense passion, may be rendered fit 
for union, smitten as | am with darts of love excited by you. And also think of (getting) a 
suitable house (for the purpose), my lord. (11) 
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Maitreya went on : Seeking to oblige his beloved spouse, the sage Kardama, O Vidura, 
exercised his wonderful Yogic power and instantly produced an aerial mansion which could 
range at will. (12) It was a wonderful structure, containing all sorts of jewels, adorned with 
pillars of precious stones and capable of yielding whatever one desired, and was equipped 
with every form of wealth, which tended to multiply in course of time (instead of diminishing 
by use). (13) It was provided with supernatural articles of domestic use, was comfortable in 
all seasons and was decorated with buntings and flags of variegated colours. (14) It was 
further embellished with wreaths of charming flowers, that attracted the sweet humming of 
bees, as well as with tapestries of linen, silk and other fabrics of various kinds. (15) The house 
looked charming with cushions, beds, fans and seats separately arranged in the several 
storeys rising one above another. (16) Its beauty was enhanced by (engravings and other) 
works of art (on the walls etc.) here and there; and it was provided with pavements of emerald 
and coral daises. (17) Its entrances shone with coral thresholds and had doors of diamond. 
Its domes of sapphire were crowned with gold pinnacles. (18) With the choicest of rubies set 
in its diamond walls it appeared as though possessed of eyes; and it was furnished with 
wonderful canopies and highly valuable festoons of gold. (19) It resounded with the cries of 
swans and pigeons, which flew up to their likenesses (set up there), thinking them to be their 
own kind. (20) With its pleasure-grounds, resting-chambers, bed-rooms and inner and outer 
yards, designed with an eye to the comfort (of the occupant), it caused astonishment as it 
were to the sage himself (who had produced it). (21) 
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The sage Kardama, who could read the mind of all living beings, perceived that Devahiti 
did not regard even such a house with a much delighted heart, and said to her of his own 
accord :— (22) “Bathe in the yonder lake, O timid one, and ascend this aerial mansion. Having 
been consecrated by Lord Visnu Himself (who dropped His tears in it), this sacred lake is 
capable of granting all the desires of human beings (who resort to it)." (23) 
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Bowing to that command of her lord, the lotus-eyed princess—who had a soiled cloth (on 


her person) and wore matted locks (on her head), and whose frame was coated with a thick 
layer of dirtand breasts discoloured—dived into the lake, which contained the sacred waters 
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of the Saraswati. (24-25) Inside the lake she saw in a house one thousand maids, all in the 
prime of youth and emitting the fragrance of a lotus. (26) Seeing her, the damsels suddenly 
rose and said to her with joined palms : "We are your maid-servants; tell us what shall we 
do for you." (27) 
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The girls, who showed every respect to the princess, bathed the proud lady with costly 
oil, perfumed powder etc., and gave her a pair of new stainless pieces of fine cloth (to cover 
her body with), superb, most agreeable and brilliant jewels, food containing all good qualities 
and sweet inebriating drinks (other than spirituous liquor). (28-29) Then in a mirror she 
beheld (the reflection of) her person rid of dirt, adorned with a garland, clad in unsullied robes, 
decorated with auspicious marks and made much of by the maids. (30) Her body had not only 
been washed up to the neck* but bathed from head to foot and decked with all kinds of 
ornaments, particularly with a gold ornament about her neck, bangles about her wrists and 
tinkling anklets of gold (about her ankles). (31) She had a girdle of gold, set with numerous 
jewels, about her hips and was further adorned with a precious pearl necklace and 
auspicious materials (such as saffron-paste and so on). (32) Her countenance shone with 
beautiful rows of teeth, charming eyebrows, eyes distinguished by lovely and soft corners 
and vying with lotus-buds, and dark tresses. (33) The moment she thought of her beloved 
spouse, the foremost of sages, she found herself along with those damsels just where that 
lord of created beings was. (34) She was amazed fo find herself surrounded by a thousand 
maids in the presence of her husband and to witness his Yogic power. (35) 
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The sage perceived that Devahuti had washed herself clean and shone forth as though 
she was no longer her former self. She had regained her original beauty, was clad in 


excellent robes, her charming breasts duly wrapped round, and was waited upon by a 
thousand Vidyadhara girls. He conceived a fondness for her and helped her to ascend the 


* The Smrtis make it obligatory for iadies to wash their body up to the neck alone on ordinary days and to bathe from 
head to foot only on special days of the week and on festive occasions etc. The former type of ablution is called 'Malasnana' 
or'Snana' while the latter is known by the name of 'Sirahsnana’. The famous commentator, Vijayadhwaja, quotes the following 
Smrti-text in this connection— 
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aerial mansion, O destroyer of enemy (in the form of passion). (36-37) Though (seemingly) 
attached to his beloved consort and with Vidyadhara damsels ministering to his bodily 
comfort (and gazing on his person), the sage did not lose his glory (mastery over his self) 
and shone in that aerial mansion as charming as the moon with his consort (the star Rohini) 
in the midst of the other lunar mansions in the vault of heavens, causing rows of lilies to 
open.(38) Waited upon by a bevy of charming damsels and extolled by hosts of Siddhas, 
he revelled in the aerial mansion like Kubera (the god of riches) for long long years over 
the valleys of Mount Meru (the prince of the leading mountains on the globe), the 
pleasure-ground of the guardians of the four quarters and the four intermediate points of 
the compass*—valleys which are rendered all the more delightful by cool, gentle and 
fragrant breezes that stimulate passion and echo the auspicious sound of the fall of the 
heavenly stream (the holy Ganga). (39) 
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Similarly, he fondly enjoyed himself with his wife in (the heavenly gardens known by 

the names of) Vaigrambhaka, Surasana, Nandana, Puspabhadra and Caitrarathya as well 
as over the Manasarovara lake. (40) Coursing through the various spheres, as the air, on 
that brilliant and great aerial mansion, that could fly at will, Kardama surpassed even the 
gods coursing through the air (whose movements are restricted to their own particular 
sphere). (41) What is difficult of achievement for those self-possessed men who have 
taken refuge in the feet of the Lord—feet that are the source of sacred rivers (like the 
Ganga) and put an end to the sorrows (of mundane life) ? (42) 
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* The names of the gods presiding over the four quarters and the four intermediate points of the compass are given 


below:— 


Name of god Quarter or point of the compass over which he presides 
1. Indra (the lord of paradise) East 

2. Agni (the god of fire) South-East 

3. Yama (the god of punishment) South 

4. Nirrti South-West 

5. Varuna (the god presiding over the waters) West 

6. Vayu (the wind-god) North-West 

7. Kubera (ihe god of riches) North 


8. igana (Lord Siva) North-East 
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Having shown to his wife the whole extent of the terrestrial globe, which is full of many 
wonders because of its arrangement (into so many Dwipas and Varsas etc.), Kardama (the 
great Yogi) returned to his own hermitage. (43) In order to delight his spouse Devahiti (the 
daughter of Swayambhuva Manu), who longed for sexual pleasure, the sage divided his 
self into nine (assumed nine forms) and enjoyed himself (with her) for years together as 
if it was for an hour only. (44) Sharing with her most handsome lord the excellent and 
delightful bed in that aerial mansion, she did not notice (the passing away of) that (long) 
period. (45) While the couple, who eagerly jonged for the pleasures of sense, were thus 
enjoying themselves by virtue of Yogic powers, a hundred autumns passed like a brief 
space of time. (46) Lovingly regarding her as a counterpart of his own self, the enlightened 
sage, who could read the thoughts of all and was also capable of granting their wishes, 
divided his self into nine and impregnated her. (47) Immediately afterwards the said 
Devahiti bore on the same day (nine) female issues, who were all charming of every limb 
and breathed the fragrance of a red lotus. (48) Thereafter when she found her lord about 
to leave the home as a recluse (according to the understanding at the time of wedding), 
the virtuous lady, who yet longed for a male child, scratched the ground with her foot, 
radiant with the lustre of its gem-like nails, her head bent low; and, suppressing her tears, 
she spoke in slow yet winning accents with an agitated and aching heart, though wearing 


a smile on her face. (49-50) 
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Devahiti said : Your venerable self has redeemed all the promises made to me; yet 
be pleased to grant me immunity from fear, since | have taken refuge in you. (51) Your 
daughters, O holy sage, will have to find a suitable match for themselves; and there must 
be someone to rid me of sorrow when you have left for the woods. (52) Enough with the time 
that has so far been spent by me in enjoying the objects of senses, ignoring the Supreme 
Spirit.(53) Not knowing your transcendent glory, | have loved you, while remaining attached 
to the objects of senses. Let the affinity | have borne to you nonetheless rid me of all fear.(54) 
The same love which, when bestowed on the wicked through ignorance, is conducive to 
rebirth, rids one of all attachment when it is directed towards holy men. (55) He whose 
activity in this world neither tends to religious merit nor to dispassion, nor to the service of 
the Lord whose feet are the source of all sacred places, is verily dead, though living. (56) 
Indeed | have been badly deceived by the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) in that | failed 
to seek liberation from the bondage of mundane life even after securing you, the bestower 
of final beatitude. (57) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse, forming part of the narrative of Lord Kapila, 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 


otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


COINS Heh: 
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BY Adfaratseara: 


Discourse XXIV 
Descent of Lord Kapila 
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Maitreya resumed : When Devahiti (the daughter of Swayambhuva Manu), who was 
worthy of all praise, spoke such words, full of dispassion, the merciful sage recalled the words 
of Lord Visnu and replied (as follows). (1) 
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The sage said : Worry not about yourself, O princess of irreproachable conduct. The 
immortal Lord will enter your womb at no distant date. (2) You have undertaken sacred 
vows, God bless you. Hence do you adore the Lord with reverence through control of the 
senses and religious observances as well as through austere penance and charitable 
gifts of money. (3) Propitiated by you, Lord Visnu will be born as a son to you, thereby 
spreading my renown too, and will cut the knot of ignorance (in the form of self-identification 
with the material sheaths), existing in your heart, by instructing you in the knowledge of the 
Spirit. (4) 
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Maitreya went on: Reposing full faith in the message of the sage Kardama (a lord 
of created beings), out of great regard for him, Devahiti too betook herself to the 
worship of the immutable Supreme Person as the Preceptor of the world. (5) After a 
pretty long time Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Madhu) manifested Himself first 
through the generative fluid of Kardama and then through Devahiti, even as fire 
appears through firewood. (6) At the time of His descent on earth gods in the form of 
raining clouds sounded musical instruments (in the shape of thunder-claps) in the sky; 
the Gandharvas (celestial musicians) sang praises to Him; while Apsaras (celestial 
nymphs) danced through joy. (7) Heavenly flowers rained by the gods flying in the air 
dropped (from the heavens); and all the quarters as well as the waters (of lakes, rivers 
etc.) and the minds of the people too became clear. (8) Brahma (the self-born) went 
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along with Marici and the other sages to that (celebrated) hermitage of Kardama 
surrounded by the river Saraswati. (9) Brahma, who is naturally possessed of true 
wisdom, already knew that the Lord, who is no other than the supreme Brahma, had 
descended through pure Sattva for imparting the knowledge of the Sankhya system of 
philosophy (which determines the nature of the fundamental principles), O vanquisher 
of foes. (10) Welcoming with a guileless mind the intention of the Lord, the creator spoke thus 
to Kardama and Devahuti with all his senses greatly delighted. (11) 
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Brahma said : You have truly worshipped me, dear son, in that you reverently carried 
out my behest, O respecter (of elders)! (12) This is the service that ought to be rendered 
by the sons to their father, viz., that they should bow to the command of their father with due 
deference, saying "Very well !" (13) These slender-waisted daughters of yours, my worthy 
child, will multiply this creation manifold through their descendants. (14) Therefore, give 
away your daughters this very day to the foremost of the sages with due regard to the girls' 
temperament and liking, and thereby spread your fame all over the globe. (15) | know the 
most ancient Person, the bestower of all boons on living beings, has descended through 
His own Maya (wonderful creative energy) in the person of Kapila, O Kardama. (16) 
(Turning to Devahiti, he said,) with golden hair, lotus-like eyes and lotus-feet, whose soles 
bear the mark of a lotus, it is Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Kaitabha) who has been 
born of you, O Devahati (daughter of Swayambhuva Manu), to tear up the roots of Karma 
(in the form of latent desires) through the instrumentality of Sastriya knowledge and 
realization. Having cut the knot of ignorance and misapprehension, He will roam about the 
earth. (17-18) He will be the Lord of the Siddhas, held in great esteem by the teachers of the 
Sankhya system of philosophy. He will be known all over the world by the name of Kapila and 
will spread your fame. (19) 
a7 sara 
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Maitreya continued : Having thus reassured the couple, Brahma, the creator of the 
universe, rode on his mount, the swan, and returned to Satyaloka (the highest of the spheres 
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stretching beyond the three worlds) along with Sanaka and his three brothers and 
accompanied by Narada (who are all lifelong celibates, leaving behind the other sages, 
Marici and the rest, so as to enable them to espouse the hand of Kardama's nine 
daughters).(20) After the departure of Brahma, O Vidura, the sage Kardama immediately 
gave away his daughters to the lords of created beings (Marici and others), as directed by 
the creator, according to the injunctions of the Sastras. (21) He gave (the hand of) Kala to 
Marici and Anasuya to Atri; Sraddha he gave away to Angira, and Havirbht to Pulastya. (22) 
He further gave Gati, who was worthy of Pulaha, to the latter and the virtuous Kriya to Kratu, 
Khyati to Bhrgu and even so Arundhati to Vasistha. (23) And to Atharva he gave (the hand 
of) Santi, through whom a sacrifice is successfully accomplished. When they were duly 
married, Kardama propitiated these foremost sages as well as their wives (with kind 
attentions). (24) Being thus married, the sages thereupon took leave of Kardama and 
departed, full of joy, each for his own hermitage. (25) 
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Having come to know that it was Lord Visnu Himself (who is possessed of three pairs of 
divine attributes, viz., power and affluence, piety and renown, wisdom and dispassion, in 
their entirety), the foremost of the gods, who had been born (as a son to him), the sage 
approached Him when He was all alone, and, bowing to Him, said : (26) "Alas! on those who 
are burning in this hell of transmigration as a result of their own evil deeds, the gods shower 
their grace after a long time. (27) Contrary to this, the Lord whose truth striving souls seek 
to realize in lonely places through concentrated practice of Devotion matured through many 
lives, and who promotes the cause of His devotees, has this time appeared in the house of 
sensual men like us, not minding the ignominy incident to such a birth. (28-29) Intent on 
enhancing the dignity of His devotees, You have been born into my house just to redeem 
Your pledge and to found the Sankhya system (which leads to true Knowledge). (30) O Lord, 
Your transcendent forms alone are worthy of You; even so the human semblances that 
appeal to Your own devotees are as well liked by You, even though You are devoid of a 
material form. (31) | take refuge in You, whose footstool is always fit to be saluted by sages 
«een to know the Truth, and who are perfect in power and energy, wisdom and dispassion, 
fame and affluence. (32) | take refuge in Kapila, the supreme Lord, who has all the potencies 
at His beck and call, who appears as Primordial Matter, the Spirit, the Mahat-tativa or the 
principle of cosmic intelligence, the Time-Spirit, the threefold (Sattvika, Rajasika and 
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Tamasika) Ego and the various spheres as well as their guardians, and then reabsorbs all 
these phenomena into Himself by virtue of His energy in the form of Consciousness and who 
is the all-witnessing Seer. (33) Acquitted of the debt | owed to my father (Brahma, who had 
commanded me to marry and beget children), and having gained all my desires through You, 
| now take leave of You, the Lord of all created beings. Treading the path of recluses, | would 
roam (at will), free from sorrow, contemplating on You in my heart." (34) 
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The Lord replied : Whatever | say is an authority to the world in matters secular as well 
as sacred. Therefore, it is only to redeem what | said to you (vide verse 32 of Discourse 
XXI,above) that | have been born as your son, O sage. (35) My present birth in this world is 
meant only for expounding the true nature of the categories so helpful in Self-Realization to 
those seeking release from their subtle body. (36) This mysterious path of Self-Knowledge 
had been obscured through long ages. Know that this personality has been assumed by Me 
in order to revive that path. (37) Allowed by Me, go wherever you like and, conquering death, 
which is exceedingly difficult to conquer, through actions dedicated to Me, adore Me witha 
view to attaining immortality. (88) Beholding Me—the supreme self-effulgent Spirit dwelling 
in the heart of all beings—in your own heart through your intellect, you will be freed from all 
sorrow and attain the fearless state (viz., final beatitude). (89) To My mother (Devahtti) as 
well | shall impart that spiritual Knowledge, which frees one from the bondage of all actions 
and by virtue of which she will get over the fear of transmigration and attain supreme joy. (40) 
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Maitreya resumed : Thus addressed by the celebrated Kapila, Kardama (a lord of 


created beings) went round the Lord (as a mark of respect) and straightaway withdrew to the 
forest, full of joy. (41) 
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Observing a vow of non-violence, practised by hermits, and exclusively depending on Sti 
Hari (the Supreme Spirit), the sage renounced the sacrificial fire as well as a permanent 


dwelling and roamed about the globe, free from attachment. (42) He fixed his mind on 
Brahma (the Infinite), who is beyond both cause and effect, who, though devoid of the three 
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Gunas (modes of Prakrti), yet brings them to light, and who had been realized through 
exclusive Devotion. (43) Free from egotism and the sense of mineness, indifferent to 
pairs of opposites (such as heat and cold, pleasure and pain, joy and sorrow, etc., etc.), 
and viewing all with the same eye, Kardama perceived his own self everywhere. His mind 
had turned inward and was perfectly composed, and the self-possessed sage looked like 
an ocean without waves. (44) His mind being fixed through supreme Devotion on the all- 
knowing Lord Vasudeva, the Self (Inner Controller) of all embodied souls, he was now 
free from the bondage of ignorance. (45) He perceived the Lord, his own Self, as present 
in all living beings, and all living beings in the Lord, His own Self. (46) In this way 
Kardama, who had no desire and was free from malice, who was even-minded towards 
all, and who had developed Devotion to the Lord, attained union with Him. (47) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse, forming part of the "Story 
of Lord Kapila" in Book Three of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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Discourse XXV 
Lord Kapila expatiates on the glory of Devotion in response 
to the query of mother Devahiti 
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Saunaka said : Kapila, who expounded the true nature of the fundamental principles, 
was no other than the birthless Lord (Narayana), descended of his own free will and 
through His own Maya (wonderful creative energy) in order to teach humanity the truth of 
the Self. (1) Although I have often heard the stories of the Lord, my senses are not sated 
with hearing the glory of Lord Kapila, the best of all men and the foremost of all Yogis. (2) 
Having assumed by His own Maya a personality conforming to the will of His devotees, 
whatever the Lord does is all worth singing. Therefore, kindly narrate all those doings to 
me, full of reverence as | am. (3) 
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Sita said : Urged in this way to expound the true nature of the fundamental principles, 


the worshipful Maitreya, a friend of the sage Dwaipayana, (Vedavyasa) addressed Vidura 
as follows according to the spirit of his enquiry. (4) 
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Maitreya said : When Kardama (Lord Kapila's father) had left for the forest, Lord Kapila 
stayed (in the latter's hermitage) on the strand of the same Bindusarovara in order to please 
His mother (Devahiti). (5) (One day) when Kapila (Devahiti's son), who was capable of 
showing to her the culmination of the fundamental principles, sat at leisure, Devahiti recalled 
the words of Brahma (vide verse 18 of the preceding discourse) and spoke to Him (as 


follows). (6) 
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Devahiti said : | am awfully sick of the craving (for enjoyment) of my wicked senses, O 
Perfect One! It is because of my unremitting efforts to gratify this craving that | have fallen 
into the deep abyss of ignorance, O Lord. (7) In this present birth, which (| am sure) is going 
to be the last of a long series, | have now, by Your grace, secured in You an excellent eye 
to enable me to see through this thick veil of darkness, which is so difficult to penetrate. (8) 
You are no other than the Lord, the most ancient Person and the Ruler of all embodied souls, 
who has appeared, like the sun, as an eye to the world blinded by ignorance. (9) Now be 
pleased, my lord, to dispel my great delusion; for the feeling of I-ness with reference to the 
body and that of mine-ness in respect of all that is connected with it have been inspired by 
You. (10) For ascertaining the true nature of Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa (Spirit) | have 
sought refuge in You, who afford protection to all and are a veritable axe to the tree of 


metempsychosis in the case of Your devotees. | bow to You, the foremost of those knowing 
the secret of true religion. (11) 
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Maitreya continued : On hearing of His mother's innocent desire, which was calculated 


to stimulate in men the longing for liberation, the Lord, whois the goal of noble souls that have 
subdued their self, mentally approved of it and spoke as follows, His countenance beaming 


with a gentle smile. (12) 
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The Lord said : In my opinion the only means to final beatitude is Yoga in the form of 
contemplation on the Supreme Spirit, which is characterized by absolute cessation of both 
joy and sorrow. (13) | shall now explain to you that very Yoga, which is perfect in every limb, 
and which | taught of yore to sages (like Narada), who were keen to hear of it, O virtuous 
lady. (14) Mind alone is held responsible for the bondage and emancipation of the soul. 
Attached to the objects of senses, it leads to bondage; when, however, it develops affinity 
to the Supreme Person, it brings liberation to the soul. (15) When the mind is purged of its 
impurities in the form of lust, greed etc.—which have their root in the sense of I-ness and 
mine-ness—and becomes pure, it grows indifferent to pleasure and pain and gets 
equipoised. (16) With a mind equipped with true knowledge and dispassion as well as with 
Devotion, the Jiva (individual soul) then perceives the Self as one (without a second), 
undifferentiated, self-effulgent, subtle, indivisible, unattached and beyond Prakrti (Matter), 
and Prakrti as reduced in strength. (17-18) For striving souls there is no blissful road to God- 
Realization like Devotion directed towards the Lord, who is the Soul of the universe. (19) The 
wise consider attachment as an unyielding fetter for the soul. The same, however, serves 
as an open door to liberation, when it is directed towards saints. (20) 
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Saints are forbearing, compassionate and composed; they are friendly to all living beings 
and inimical to none and follow the injunctions of the Sastras. Their good disposition itself 
serves as an ornament to them. (21) With an undivided heart they practise unflinching 
devotion to Me; and for My sake they abandon even their obligatory duties and forsake their 
kinsmen and relatives. (22) Nay, they listen to and narrate delightful stories relating to Me, 
their mind ever set on Me. Afflictions of various kinds, therefore, never torment such 
people. (23) Such are holy men, free from all attachment, O virtuous lady. Attachment to such 
holy rnen must be sought for by you; for they counteract the pernicious effects of 
attachment.(24) Through the fellowship of saints one gets to hear My stories, leading to a 
correct and full knowledge of My glory and pleasing to the heart as well as to the ear. By 
hearing such stories one is sure to develop one after another reverence and fondness for and 
Devotion to the Lord, whose realization is preceded by the cessation of ignorance. (25) 
Developing distaste for the pleasures of sense, belonging to this world as well as to the next, 
through Devotion engendered by contemplation on My pastimes connected with the creation, 
preservation and dissolution of the universe, the man who enjoys the fellowship of saints will 
diligently and devoutly strive to subdue his mind through easy processes of Yoga (Devotion).(26) 
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Through renunciation of the material objects of sense, through wisdom supplemented by 
dispassion, through Yoga (concentration of mind) and through Devotion directed towards 
Me, man attains to Me, the Self of all embodied souls, in that very life. (27) 
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Devahiti said : What kind of Devotion is worth developing towards You, and what is 
the type fit to be practised by me, through which I may easily and immediately attain to Your 
Being, a synonym for Liberation? (28) What is the character of the Yoga (discipline) 
referred to by You, O Embodiment of supreme bliss, as a direct means to God-Perception 
(like an arrow which goes straight to its target) as well as to the realization of Truth; and how 
many are the processes supplementary to the same? (29) Kindly explain all this to mein such 
a way that |, a dull-witted woman, O Hari, may understand the difficult process with ease by 
Your grace. (30) ‘ 
aaa Jara 
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Maitreya resumed : Having thus learnt the object of His mother (Devahuti) through 
whom He had appeared in a human semblance, Lord Kapila was filled with affection for 
her and expounded the system of philosophy which teaches the fundamental principles 
(such as Prakrti, Purusa and so on) and which they call Sankhya, as well as the elaborate 
course of Devotion and Yoga (the process of meditation and the other methods of mind- 


control). (31) 
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The Lord said : Motiveless devotion to the Lord may be defined as the natural 
inclination—towards the Lord, who is an embodiment of Sattva (goodness)—of the senses 
of a man of undivided mind, which are the only means of perceiving the objects, as well as 
of his organs of action, which are engaged in activities enjoined by the Vedas. Devotion (as 
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defined above) is superior to final beatitude itself in that it speedily dissolves the subtle body 
even as the gastric fire digests the food that is devoured. (32-33) Some devotees of the 
Lord—who ever delight in the service of My feet and are engaged in activites only for My sake, 
and who lovingly sing to one another of My exploits alone—crave not even for absorption into 
My Being. (34) The aforesaid saints, O mother, behold My charming and divine forms 
possessed of a smiling face and ruddy eyes—forms which confer boons on them—and have 
talks with them, which are the envy even of the greatest sages. (35) Their devotion (to Me) 
secures to them (a place in) My subtle Abode even though they never seek it, their mind and 
senses fascinated by those forms with attractive limbs, captivating playful gestures, glances 
accompanied with a smile and delightful speech. (36) They no longer crave for the wealth 
and enjoyments of Satyaloka (the highest heaven) and the other spheres falling within My 
jurisdiction as the Lord of Maya, nor for the eight kinds of supernatural powers that come to 
them of their own accord as a sequel to Devotion, nor even for the wealth and splendour of 
the Lord's own realm (Vaikuntha), which are full in every respect; yet they do enjoy these in 
that Abode of the Supreme. (37) They who depend on Me, nay, to whom | am the only object 
of love, nay, the very self, the son, the friend, the preceptor, the kith and kin and the chosen 
deity, are never deprived of these enjoyments in Vaikuntha (which consists of pure Sattva); 
nor does My weapon in the shape of Time ever devour them. (38) 

Ft we asarqaenquenfaq srerangq A ae a wa: veal Ter: 13¢1 

fager walstig Wa fade see ovaen aera xo! 

aR Wea: Ss ETAT Se: Adyar wa dia ada ive 

aeaea arise dent csi adds cafes else! 

Arar =a ata: | aaa over A ofereaT 1x31 

Tara oles gat f:steatea: | dao afd at mafia frei! 

aia Serad FE RASS Sears dares saree vslastseme: 124 
| take them once for all to the other side of death (the ocean of birth and death), who 

worship Me with exclusive devotion in the aforesaid manner, realizing My presence in 
every quarter and renouncing this world and the next, nay, even their own conditioned self 
(in the shape of their subtle body), which wanders through both, and all those who are 
connected with the same here (viz., one's near and dear ones) as well as (one's 
possessions such as)wealth, cattle and houses and everything else. (39-40) The terrible 
fear of birth and death can never be got rid of by resorting to anyone other than Myself, the 
almighty Lord, the Ruler of both Prakrti and Purusa (Matter and Spirit), the Self of all living 
beings. (41) Itis through fear of Me that the wind blows; it is through fear of Me that the sun 
shines; it is through fear of Me that Indra (the god of rain) sends forth showers, fire burns 
and death goes about (taking its toll). (42) For lasting happiness the Yogis (striving souls) 
betake themselves through the practice of Devotion, accompanied by spiritual Knowledge 
and Dispassion, to My feet, which are free from fear (of every kind). (43) A mind fixed on 
Me through the intense practice of Devotion and steadied thereby—that is the only means 
for men in this world to attain final beatitude. (44) 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth discourse, forming part of the "Story of Lord Kapila" 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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BIN Tefaanseaa: 
Discourse XXVI 


The process of evolution of the Mahat-tattva and 
other fundamental principles 
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The Lord continued: Now | shall tell you, one by one, the distinctive features of the 
different categories, by knowing which a man is freed once for all from (the yoke of ) the 
modes of Prakrti. (1) | shall (also) explain to you the nature of Knowledge in the form of Self- 
Realization, which, by cutting the knot of egotism existing in the heart, leads the Jiva to final 
beatitude: so declare the wise. (2) The Purusa is no other than the Spirit, whois beginningless, 
devoid of attributes, existing beyond Prakrti (Matter), revealedin the heart (of all beings) and 
self-effulgent, nay, pervaded by whom the universe presents itself to our view.(3) This all- 
pervading Purusa accepted of his own free will the unmanifest divine Prakrti, consisting of 
the three Gunas, that sought him in her playful mood.(4) (Already) abiding in Prakrti, the 
Purusa fell a prey to her charms, that obscure knowledge, and forgot himself the moment 
he saw her evolving through her Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) progeny of various kinds 
with forms conforming to either of the three Gunas. (5) By identifying himself with Prakrti, who 
is other than himself, the Purusa attributes the doership of actions which are being performed 
by the Gunas of Prakrti to himself. (6) It is this feeling of doership which binds him to actions, 
although (really speaking) he is a mere witness and therefore a non-doer. And it is this 
bondage through action which makes him helpless (in the matter of pleasurable and painful 
experiences), although he is independent (in reality), and subjects him to repeated births and 
deaths even though he is blissful by nature. (7) The knowers of Truth recognize Prakrti as 
responsible for the identification of the soul with body, with the senses and mind as well as 
with the agents (the deities presiding over the senses etc.). As for the experience of pleasure 
and pain they hold the Purusa (identifying himself with Prakrti) to be responsible, although 
(as a matter of fact) he is beyond Prakrti. (8) 
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Devahiti said: Kindly also tell me, O Supreme Person, the characteristics of Prakrtiand 
Purusa, the two causes of this universe, which in its gross and subtle forms is nothing but 
a manifestation of these.(9) 
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The Lord resumed : The wise speak of Pradhana (Primordial Matter) as Prakrti—the 
Pradhana, which consists of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), nay, which is 
unmanifest and eternal and exists both as cause and effect and which, though undifferentiated 
(in its causal state) is the source of distinct categories (such as Mahat-tattva and so on). (10) 
The aggregate of twenty-four categories—viz., the five gross elements, the five subtle 
elements, the four internal senses, the five senses of perception and the five organs of 
action—is known to be an evolute of the Pradhana. (11) The gross elements are only five, 
viz., earth, water, fire, air and ether. The number of the subtle elements too is in My opinion 
just the same: they are smell, taste, colour, touch and sound. (12) The Indriyas (the senses 
of perception and the organs of action) are ten in number, viz., the auditory sense, the tactile 
sense, the sense of sight, the sense of taste, the olfactory sense, the organ of speech, the 
hands, the feet, the organ of generation and the organ of defecation, which is said to be the 
tenth. (13) The internal sense is seen to have four aspects in the shape of mind, under- 
Standing, ego and reagon. Their distinction lies in their functions which represent their 
characteristics. (14) The disposition of the conditioned Brahma (Brahma manifested through 
the Gunas of Prakrti) has been recognized (by the knowers of Truth) as consisting of the 
twenty-four principles just enumerated by Me and no other, Kala (Time) being the twenty- 
fifth.(15) Some people speak of Kala as a potency (destructive power) of the Purusa (God), 
which causes fear to the doer (the individual soul) who has come to associate himself with 
Prakrti and is deluded by egotism (arising out of self-identification with body etc.). (16) As 
a matter of fact, O daughter of Swayambhuva Manu, the Lord Himself, who activates 
Prakrti—which is only another name for the equilibrium of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas), and which (in that state) admits of no particular name or form—is designated 
as Kala (Time). (17) In this way the Lord Himself, who by His own Maya (wonderful divine 
energy) abides unaffected within all living beings as the Purusa (their Inner Controller) and 
outside them as Kala (is the twenty-fifth category).(18) 
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When the Supreme Person placed His energy(in the form of Cit-Sakti or the power of 
intelligence) in His own Maya, the source of all created beings, the equilibrium of whose 
Gunas had been disturbed by the destiny of the various Jivas, the Maya gave birth to the 
Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), which is full of light. (19) The Mahat-tattva, 
which knew no languor or distraction etc., and represented the shoot of the tree of the 
universe, drank off by its own effulgence the thick gloom (prevailing at the time of universal 
dissolution)—which had once swallowed the Mahat-tattva—in order to manifest the universe, 
which lay in it in a subtle form.(20) 
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Citta (the faculty of reason)—which abounds in the quality of Sattva, is pure and free from 
passion and is the place where one can realize God—is spoken of as the Mahat-tattva and 
is also called by the name of Vasudeva (because it is through the cosmic Citta that they 
worship Vasudeva, the foremost of the Lord's four forms).(21) Just as water in its natural 
state (when itis free from foam and ripples etc.), before its coming in contact with earth etc., 
is clear (as crystal), sweet and unruffled, even so transparency, freedom from languor and 
distraction etc., and serenity are predicated of Citta (reason) as its characteristic traits.(22) 
From the Mahat-tattva, evolved from the Lord's own energy (in the form of Cit-Sakti or the 
power of intelligence), as it underwent transformation, sprang up Ahankara (the Ego), which 
is predominantly endowed with active power and is of three kinds—Sattvika, Rajasika and 
Tamasika. From these three types of Ahankara were severally evolved the mind, 
the Indriyas (the senses of perception as well as the organs of action) and the gross 
elements. (23-24) This (threefold) Anankara—the source of the gross elements, the Indriyas 
and the mind, and hence identical with them (because it is the cause which reproduces itself 
as the effect)—is the same as (symbolic of) the Purusa called Sankarsana (the second of the 
four forms of the Lord), whom the Vaisnavas speak of as no other than Lord Ananta with a 
thousand heads.(25) The Ahankara is characterized as a doer (when conceived in the form 
of deities presiding over the Indriyas and the mind), an instrument (in the form of the Indriyas) 
and an effect (in the form of the gross elements). It is further characterized as serene, active 
or dull (according as it is Sattvika, Rajasika or Tamasika). (26) From the Vaikarika (Sattvika) 
type of Ahankara, as it underwent transformation, was evolved the mind, whose thoughts 
and reflections give rise to desire.(27) It is mind which is known by the name (recognized as 
a symbol) of Lord Aniruddha (the fourth of the four forms of the Lord), the supreme Ruler of 
the Indriyas, who is possessed of a form swarthy as the blue lotus growing in autumn, and 
who is slowly won by the Yogis.(28) From the Rajasika ego, as it underwent transformation 
sprang up the principle of Buddhi (understanding), O virtuous lady. Ascertaining the nature 
of objects on their-coming to view and helping the senses (in their work of perceiving 
objects)—these are the functions of Buddhi (known by the name of Pradyumna, the third form 
of the Lord). (29) Doubt, misapprehension, correct apprehension, memory and sleep are 
said to be the distinct characteristics of Buddhi as determined by their functions*. (30) The 
senses of perception as well as the organs of action—both the types of Indriyas too are 


* Maharsi Patafjali too attributes the same functions to Buddhi in his "Aphorisms on Yoga*:— 
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evolutes of the Taijasa (Rajasika) ego alone, since the power of action belongs to Prana (the 
vital air) and the power of perception inheres in Buddhi (and both these—Prana and Buddhi— 
are evolutes of the Taijasa ego).(31) 
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From the Tamasika ego, as it underwent transformation, impelled by the Lord's 

energy (Cit-Sakti), sprang up the principle of sound; and from the latter was evolved 
ether and the auditory sense too, which catches sound. (32)The knowers of truth define 
sound as that which conveys the idea of an object (not within sight), indicates the 
presence of a speaker screened from view and constitutes the subtle form of ether.(33) 
Even so ether is characterized as that which affords room to living beings, gives rise to 
the notions of inside and outside and is the abode of Prana (the vital air), the Indriyas 
and the mind.(34) 
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From ether, which is an evolute of the principle of sound, as it underwent transformation 

under the impulse of Time, sprang up the principle of touch and thence the air as well as the 
tactile sense, by which we perceive touch. (35) Softness and hardness, and even so cold 
and heat are the distinguishing attributes of touch anditis further characterized as the subtle 
form of air. (36) Even so shaking (the boughs of trees etc.), bringing together (straws lying 
apart), having access everywhere, bearing particles of substances containing smell etc., to 
the olfactory and other senses, and sound to the auditory sense.and giving strength and 
vitality to all the Indriyas—these are the characteristic functions of air. (37) 
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From air—which is a product of the principle of touch—impelled by the destiny of the 
various Jivas, was evolved the principle of colour and thence fire as well as the sense of sight, 
which enables us to perceive colour.(38) To appear in the same form as the material 
substance (in which it inheres), to depend (for its existence) on the substance, to have the 
same spatial relation as the substance and to constitute the essential nature of fire—these, 
O virtuous lady, are the functions of the principle of colour. (39) To give light, to cook and 
digest food, to destroy cold, to dry (moisture etc.), to give rise to hunger and thirst and to drink 
and eat through them—these are the functions of fire. (40) 
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From fire—which is an evolute of the principle of colour—impelled by the destiny of the 
various Jivas, proceeded the principle of taste and thence water as well as the sense of taste, 
which enables us to perceive taste. (41) Taste, though one (sweet only), becomes manifold 
as astringent, sweet, bitter, pungent, sour and salt, due to contact with other substances.(42) 
Even so to wet substances, to bring about cohesion, to cause satisfaction, to maintain 
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life*, to refresh by slaking thirst, to soften things, to drive away heat and to be in a state of 
incessant supply (in wells etc.)—these are the functions of water. (43) 
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From water—which is an evolute of the principle of taste— impelled by the destiny of the 
various Jivas, proceeded the-principle of smell and thence earth as well as the olfactory 
sense, which enables us to perceive odour alone. (44) Smell, though one, becomes 
many—as mixed, offensive, fragrant, mild, strong, acid and so on,according to the proportion 
of connected substances. (45) Even so to give form (through images étc.) to the concept of 
Brahma (the Infinite); to remain in position (without any support other than water etc., which 
ate its causes); to hold (water and other substances); to limit (the unlimited space through 
walls of houses etc.) and to manifest the bodies as well as the distinctive qualities (sex etc.) 
of all living beings—these are the characteristic functions of earth.(46) 
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The sense whose object of perception is sound (the distinctive characteristic of ether), 
is called the auditory sense. And that whose object of perception is touch (the distinctive 
characteristic of air) is known as the tactile sense.(47) Even so the sense whose object of 
perception is colour (the distinctive characteristic of fire) is spoken of as the sense of Sight. 
Again, that whose object of perception is taste (the distinctive characteristic of water) is 
known as the sense of taste. And (finally) that whose object of perception is odour (the 
distinctive characteristic of earth) is called the olfactory sense. (48) Since a cause exists in 
its effect as well, the characteristics of the former are observed in the latter. That is why the 


* The Sruti too says:— sara: 3m: | “Life depends on water." 
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peculiarities of all the elements are found (to exist) in earth alone. (49) When the Mahat- 
tattva, the ego and the five gross elements—these seven stood disunited, Lord Narayana 
(the Cause of the universe) entered them taking with Him Time, the destiny of the various 
Jivas and the Gunas (modes of Prakrti). (50) From these seven principles, roused into 
activity and united by the presence of the Lord, arose an unintelligent egg, from which 
appeared the well-known Cosmic Being.(51) This egg, which is known by the name of 
ViSesa, is enveloped on all sides by belts of water, fire, air, ether, the ego and the Mahat- 
tattva, eachten times larger than that which it encloses, and these six being enveloped by 
the outermost belt of Pradhana (Primordial Matter). All the fourteen worlds, which are a 
manifestation of Sri Hari Himself, are spread within this egg. (52) Shaking off an attitude of 
indifference to that shining egg, which lay on the causal waters, the Cosmic Being (now) 
presided over it and manifested the seats of the various Indriyas out of it. (53) First of all 
appeared in Him a mouth and thence came forth the organ of speech and along with it the 
god of fire (the deity presiding over the organ of speech). Then appeared a pair of nostrils 
and in them the olfactory sense along with Prana (the vital air). (54) In the wake of the 
olfactory sense came the wind-god (the god presiding over that sense)* and thereafter 
appeared (in Him) a pair of eyes and in them the sense of sight. In the wake of this sense 
came the sun-god( the god presiding over the same) and next appeared (in Him) a pair of 
ears andin them the auditory sense and in the wake of it the Digdevatas (the deities presiding 
over the latter). (55) Then appeared in the Cosmic Being the skin and thereon the hair (on 
the body as well as on the head), a pair of moustaches and a beard. In the wake of these 
came the herbs and annual plants (the deities presiding over the hair, which represent the 
sense abiding in the skin), and then appeared in Him an organ of generation. (56) In the latter 
appeared the faculty of procreation and thereafter the god presiding over the waters. Next 
appeared in Him an anus and in the wake of it the organ of defecation and thereafter came 
the god of death, the terror of the world. (57) Then sprouted forth in Him a pair of hands and 
in them the capacity of grasping and dropping things and thereafter came the god Indra (the 
deity presiding over the hands). Next shot forth in Him a pair of feet and in them appeared 
the power of locomotion and thereafter appeared Lord Visnu (the deity presiding over that 
power). (58) Next appeared in Him the blood vessels and thereafter came forth blood (the 
power of circulation). In the wake of it came the rivers (the deities presiding over the blood 
vessels )and then appeared an abdomen. (59) Next grew therein a feeling of hunger and 
thirst and in their wake came the ocean (the deity presiding over the abdomen). Then 
appeared in Him a heart and in the wake of the heart a mind. (60) After the mind appeared 
the moon (the deity presidingover the mind) as wellas Buddhi (the faculty of understanding); 
and in the wake of Buddhi came Brahma (the lord of speech and the deity presiding over 
Buddhi). Next appeared in Him the ego and thereafter Lord Rudra (the deity presiding over 
the ego); and last of all appeared in Him a Citta (reason) and then the Ksetrajfia (the Inner 
Controller, the deity presiding over reason).(61) 
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* In Brahma’'s creation itis the twin-gods ASwinikumaras who preside over the olfactory sense. In the body of the Cosmic 


Being, however, it is the wind-god who is mentioned as presiding over this sense. 
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When all the aforesaid deities (with the exception of the Inner Controller), though active, 

were unable to rouse the Cosmic Being into activity, they re-entered each his own seat in 
order to rouse Him one by one. (62) The god of fire entered His mouth along with the organ 
of speech; but the Cosmic Being could not be roused even then. The wind-god entered His 
nostrils along with the olfactory sense; but the Cosmic Being refused to wake up even 
then.(63) The sun-god entered His eyes along with the sense of sight; but the Cosmic Being 
failed to get up even then. The Digdevatas entered His ears along with the auditory sense; 
but the Cosmic Being could not be stirred into activity even then. (64) The herbs and annual 
plants (the deities presiding over the skin) entered the skin along with the hair on the body; 
but the Cosmic Being refused to get up even then. The god presiding over the waters entered 
His organ of generation along with the faculty of procreation; but the Cosmic Being would 
not rise even then. (65) The god of death entered His anus along with the organ of defecation; 
but the Cosmic Being could not be spurred into activity even then. The god Indra entered the 
hands along with their power (of grasping and dropping things); but the Cosmic Being would 
not get up even then. (66) Lord Visnu entered His feet along with the faculty of locomotion; 
but the Cosmic Being refused to stand up even then. The rivers entered His blood vessels 
along with blood (the power of circulation); but the Cosmic Being could not be made to stir 
even then. (67) The ocean entered His abdomen along with hunger and thirst; but the Cosmic 
Being refused to rise even then. The moon-god entered the heart along with the mind; but 
the Cosmic Being would not be roused yet. (68) Brahma too entered the heart along with 
reason (Buddhi); but even then the Cosmic Being could not be prevailed upon to get up. Lord 
Rudra also entered the heart along with the ego; but even then the Cosmic Being could not 
be made to rise. (69) When, however, the Inner Controller, the deity presiding over Citta 
(reason),entered the heart along with reason, that very moment the Cosmic Being rose from 
the causal waters. (70) Even as Prana (the vital air), the Indriyas (the senses of perception 
as well as the organs of action), the mind as well as the understanding are unable to awaken 
an embodied soul, who is fast asleep, by their own power, without the presence of the Inner 
Controller, similarly they could not do so in the case of tne Cosmic Being. (71) Therefore, 
through Devotion, dispassion and spiritual wisdom acquired through a concentrated mind 
one should contemplate on that Inner Controller as present in this very body, though apart 
from it. (72) 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse, forming part of the teaching of Lord Kapila 
on the nature of the fundamental principles, in Book Three of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXVII 
How to attain Liberation through the differentiation 
- of Matter and Spirit ? 
ATTA 
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The Lord continued : Just as the sun, though seen reflected in water, remains 
unaffected by the attributes of water (such as coolness, unsteadiness and so on), so the 
Spirit, though abiding in a material body, remains unaffected by its pleasurable and painful 
experiences, being devoid of attributes and doership and, therefore, free from change. (1) 
When, however, he gets attached to the Gunas (modes) of Prakrti, he begins to look upon 
himself as a doer, being completely deluded by egotism. (2) Due to this sense of doership 
he loses his peace of mind through evils attaching to action (in the shape of virtue and sin) 
and brought about by association with Matter and, helplessly thrown into wombs of good, 
evil and mixed types, has to undergo repeated births and deaths. (3) Justasa dreaming man 
experiences sorrow—even though there is no real cause for it—(because he takes the things 
seen in the dream to be real), even so for the man who dwells on the objects of senses, 
the round of births and deaths does not cease, even though those objects do not exist 
in reality.(4)Therefore, through concentrated practice of Devotion as well as through 
dispassion one should gradually bring under control one's mind, addicted to the pursuit of 
sense-objects. (5) Practising concentration of mind through Yama (self-control in the form 
of non-violence etc.) and other paths of Yoga with reverence, he who has realized the Self 
(as distinct from Prakrti) by means of sincere devotion to Me, and by listening to My stories, 
by even-mindedness towards all beings and absence of enmity or attachment to any, by 
practising continence and observing a vow of silence, and by devotion to one's own duty in 
2 spirit of dedication to God; who remains contented with whatever is got by chance (as a 
dispensation of Providence) and takes food in a measured quantity, is ever given to 
contemplation, lives in seclusion, andis calm and composed, friendly (to all), compassionate 
and self-possessed; nay, by virtue of wisdom acquired through the perception of reality of 
doth Matter and Spirit, he who ceases to identify himself with his body and to regard those 
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connected with it as his own, who transcends the three states of consciousness (waking, 
dream and deep sleep), and therefore no longer sees anything else than God—such a man 
is able to perceive his true Self with his purified intellect even as one sees the sun with his 
eyes, and (forthwith) attains to that Brahma who is one without a second, who is free from 
all adjuncts (such as body), who shines as the only reality through the false ego, who is the 
foundation of Prakrti,(the material cause of the universe), nay, who reveals the Mahat-tattva 
and other evolutes and interpenetrates everything—both cause and effect. (6—11) 
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Just as a reflection of the sun in water (existing in a pot in a corner of some house) is 
discovered (by the inmates of the house) with the help of a reflection of that reflection on a 
wall of the house, and the sun in the heavens can be seen with the help of its own reflection 
in water, even so the threefold (Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika) ego (which reflects the 
Spirit) is revealed through its reflections on the body, the Indriyas and the mind; and through 
the ego, which contains a reflection of the Spirit, is seen God, who is possessed of true 
wisdom, is absolutely free from egotism and keeps awake even when the subtle elements 
(in the shape of sound etc.), the Indriyas, the mind and the intellect etc., get merged in the 
Unmanifest (Primordial Matter) on accountof sleep (during the state of deep slumber).(12—14) 
Although (in waking life)the existence of the Self can be vividly felt as the seer (of objects 
of perception such as sound etc.), he falsely takes himself as lost, though not lost, because 
of the disappearance of the ego (which forms its adjunct) during the state of deep sleep, just 
as aman who has lost his fortune feels distressed and takes himself as lost. (15) Pondering 
thus, a man of understanding realizes his own Self, who is the substratum and revealer of 
all fundamental principles including the ego. (16) 
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Devahiti said : Matter, O divine sage, can never leave the Spirit, the two being 
interdependent and co-eternal, O Lord. (17) Just as odour and earth and (similarly)taste and 
water can never exist apart, so can Buddhi ( understanding, which is an evolute of Matter) 
and the Spirit never remain dissociated from each other. (18) Hence how can there be any 
freedom for the soul so long as the Gunas (modes) of Prakrti continue to exist—Gunas that 
bind the soul, who is a non-doer, to actions?(19) Even if the great fear of such bondage is 
averted through an enquiry into (the nature of) the fundamental principles in any particular 
case; the same may appear again, since the cause of it (in the shape of the aforesaid Gunas) 


has not ceased.(20) 
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The Lord replied : Assailed day and night by intense devotion to Me—developed by 
hearing My stories fora long time with a heart purified by doing one's duties ina disinterested 
spirit—by spiritual enlightenment which enables one to perceive the truth, by strong 
dispassion, by practice of meditation accompanied by sacred vows and religious 
observances, and by thorough concentration of mind, Prakrti, which binds the soul, gradually 
withdraws, even as the wooden stick used for kindling the sacred fire by attrition is consumed 
by the very fire it produces.(21—23) Ever recognized to be a source of evil and abandoned 
after enjoyment, she no longer does any harm to the soul, who stands supreme in his glory 
(blissful nature) and is now absolutely independent. (24) Justas the dream ofasleeping man 
is fraught with many evils, but the same does not conduce to his infatuation once he is 
awake, so Prakrti can never do any harm to him who, having realized the truth, ever keeps 
his mind fixed on Me and who (consequently) delights in his own Self.(25-26) When a man 
who is given to contemplation remains absorbed (as aforesaid) in (meditation on) the Self 
for a period extending over many births, he develops a distaste for everything as far as (the 
enjoyments of) Brahmaloka (the highest heaven, the abode of Brahma). (27) Having 
realized the Self by My abundant grace, that strong-minded devotee of Mine has all his 
doubts resolved by Self-vision and, when freed from his astral body, easily attains in that very 
life the supremely blissful state known by the name of final beatitude, which is his essential 
character and rests on Me, and having attained which a Yogi never returns to (the cycle of) 
birth and death.(28-29) If the mind of the accomplished Yogi, O beloved mother, does not 
get attached to the (eight kinds of) superhuman powers (such as the faculty of reducing one's 
body to the size of an atom and so on, which are products of Maya), developed through Yoga, 
which is the only means of acquiring them, heis sure to attain My immortal state, where death 
has no power. (30) 


Thus ends the twenty-seventh discourse, forming part of the “Story of Lord Kapila" 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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STITT Sea: 
Discourse XXVIII 
The process of the eightfold Yoga 
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The Lord continued : (Now) | shall tell you, O princess, the character of Yoga 
(meditation) with some object to rest upon, by practising which—and in no other way—the 
mind gets purified and takes to the path of God. (1) To do one's allotted duty to the best of 
one's ability and to shrink from prohibited acts; to remain contented with whatever is got as 
a dispensation of Providence; to adore the feet of one who has realized the Self and to cease 
from duties connected with the pursuit of religious merit, worldly possessions and sensuous 
enjoyment; even so to take delight in duties tending to final beatitude; to take pure food in 
a measured quantity”; to dwell permanently in a place which is not only secluded but also 
free from molestation; to practise non-violence (in thought, word and deed); to speak the 
truth, to abstain from thieving, to limit one's possessions to the extent of one's barest needs, 
to abstain from sexual commerce, to practise austere penance, to observe purity (of body 
and mind), to study the Vedas and other sacred texts, to worship the Deity, to observe 
silence, to acquire steadiness by firmness in the very best postures, to control one's breath 
by slow degrees, to withdraw one's senses from their objects and direct them towards the 
heart with the help of the mind, to fix one's mind as well as the vital air on any mystical circle 
in one's body, to contemplate without break on the pastimes of Lord Visnu and thereby 
to compose one's mind—by these and other such methods.(e.g., observing fasts, bestowing 
gifts and so on) one should diligently control one's breath and then gradually curb 
one's wicked mind, addicted to evil ways,with the help of one’s reason and apply it to 
contemplation on God.(2—7) 
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Having controlled one's posture, one should spread a seat (consisting of KuSa grass, 
deerskin and so on) in an undefiled spot. And sitting there in an easy posture, keeping the 
body erect, one should practise control of breath.(8) (At the very outset) the striver should 
clear the passage of the breath by first inhaling the air to his utmost capacity, then holding 
the breath and finally exhaling it, or by reversing the process‘ i. e., by exhaling the air in the 
first instance, then holding the breath outside and finally inhaling it), so that the mind may 
become steady and free from distraction.(9) Even as gold throws off its dross when heated 
(and melted) by the force of air and fire, so the mind of the striver who has controlled his 
breath gets purified before long.(10) A striver should (therefore) eradicate the disorders of 
the three humours of the body (wind, bile and phlegm) by the (aforesaid three) processes 
of breath-control, his sins by concentrating his mind, contacts (with sense-objects) by 
withdrawing the senses from their objects and the characteristics which are contrary to the 
Lord's divine nature (such as attachment and aversion etc.), by means of meditation. (11) 
When his mind gets purified and concentrated by the practice of Yoga, he should meditate 
on the form of the Lord (as indicated hereafter) with his gaze fixed on the tip of his nose.(12) 

SAAT ST TePTatenraorg | AeataeeeaTs WAR TTA | 23 | 
PAE fener rea | sfamaerd = - ISTH UTAH 1 OX 
Tale uit SAATeaM | WTA EAA eee, 1Q&I 
ararpicorantt  gaMivifasmicttaat md  adaraeaee! 
aterestt Waa! A aah aT WRITEHTATL e091 
waldeaditaard QUaSHae | Aes AGM Aaa Wad Wa: 12¢1 
fed a TaN a Yeraqisataed warrsuea aaa ies 
Teese fai walacadiem fama dees aad Ah: 1201 

The Lord has a cheerful lotus-like countenance, eyes ruddy like the interior of a lotus, and 
a body swarthy (of complexion) like the petals of a blue lotus and bearing a conch, discus 
and mace (in three of His four hands). (13) He has wrapped round His loins a shining piece 
of silk yellow as the filaments of a lotus, bears the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of white hair) on 
His bosom and has the brilliant Kaustubha gem suspended from His neck. (14) He also 
wears round His neck a garland of sylvan flowers, that has attracted a swarm of bees drunk 
with its delicious fragrance and sweetly humming about it, and is further adorned with a pearl 
necklace and a crown, and pairs of armlets, wristlets and anklets, all superb.(15) With His 
loins and hips graced by a girdle He stands on the lotus of His devotee's heart, is most 
charming to look at, wears a serene aspect and gladdens the soul and eyes of those who 
behold Him.(16) Eternally continuing in the prime of youth, He has a captivating appearance, 
is ever greeted by the entire universe and is impatient to show His grace to His servants.(17) 
His glory is worth singing and sanctifies all; nay, He confers glory even on men of sacred 
renown (like the demon king Bali). In this way one should meditate on the integral form of 
the Lord till the mind does not shake. (18) The pastimes of the Lord are all attractive to the 
sight; hence with a mind full of sincere devotion one should visualize Him as standing, 
moving, sitting, lying or dwelling in one's heart. (19) Having ascertained that his mind, though 
fixed on the aforementioned form of the Lord, only takes a collective view of all His limbs, 
the practicant should fix it on each individual limb of the Lord (as follows).(20) 
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The devotee should (first of all) concentrate his thought on the Lord's lotus-feet— 

adorned with the marks (in the form of lines) of a thunderbolt, a goad, a banner and a lotus— 
the splendour of whose prominent, ruddy and brilliant nails, resembling the orb of the moon, 
dispels the thick gloom of one's heart. (21) The blessed Lord Siva became all the more 
blessed by bearing on His head the holy waters of the Ganga (the foremost of all rivers), 
which has its source in the water that washed the Lord's lotus-feet. Again, His feet are like 
a thunderbolt hurled to shatter the mountain of sins stored in the mind of the devotee 
meditating upon them. One should meditate on these for a long time.(22) 
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Then the devotee should impress on his heart the knees (as well as the shanks) of the 
birthless Lord (who cuts short the transmigration of His devotees), which are fondled by 
Laksmi (the goddess of fortune), the lotus-eyed mother of Brahma—the maker of the 
universe—and the adored of the gods, with Her shining sprout-like hands, placing them (the 
knees) on Her thighs. (23) Next he should fix his mind on the Lord's thighs, the storehouse 
of energy, that possess the (blue)lustre of the linseed flower and appear most graceful when 
borne on the shoulders of Garuda (the king of the birds). Similarly he should contemplate 
on His rounded hips, encircled by a girdle resting on the exquisite yellow silk that covers them 
and extends up to His ankles. (24) Now he should meditate on His pool-like navel at the 
centre of His belly, the abode of the entire system of the worlds, from which sprang the lotus 
representing all the spheres and forming the home of Brahma (the self-born). Likewise he 
should concentrate his thought on the Lord's nipples, resembling a pair of most excellent 
emeralds, which look whitish on account of the rays of the milk-white pearl necklaces 
(adorning His chest). (25) He should then fix his mind on the bosom of the Supreme Person, 
the abode of Goddess Mahalaksmi—which brings delight to the mind and eyes of men (who 
contemplate on it). He should also imprint on his mind an image of the neck of the Lord who 
is adored by the whole universe—a neck which serves to enhance the beauty of the 
Kaustubha gem itself. (26) 


aes oat: ufteadta 6 fftimegararfieraer | 
Tees: «= GA eHCRTATRRTITETTL 129! 
alticat owtadt caat wate = feerrofasesniorandas | 
Tiel ugsdasatioge: wae aaa afr wus 122! 
He should further focus his thought on the Lord's four arms, the abode of the guardians 


of the various spheres, the ornaments (armletsetc.),on which were burnished by revolving 
Mount Mangara (at the time of churning the milk ocean along with the gods at the dawn of 
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creation). He should also duly contemplate on the Lord's discus (Sudarsana), containing a 
thousand spokes and possessing a dazzling lustre, as well as on the conch, which looks like 
a swan in His lotus-like palm. (27) He should then call to mind the Lord's beloved mace, 
known by the name of Kaumodaki and besmeared with the clotted blood of enemy warriors; 
His garland (of sylvan flowers), attended with the humming of a swarm of bees; and the gem 
(Kaustubha) adorning His neck and representing the pure essential character of the Jivas 
(viz., the Spirit). (28) 


Next he should rivet his thought on the lotus-like countenance of the Lord, who reveals 
His form in this world out of compassion for His devotees—a countenance which is 
distinguished by a prominent nose and whose crystalline cheeks are irradiated by the 
oscillation of His glittering alligator-shaped ear-rings. (29) Adorned with curly tresses and 
possessed of lotus-like eyes, the Lord's face, which is further characterized by dancing 
eyebrows, puts to shame by its elegance a lotus (the abode of Goddess Laksmi) swarming 
with bees, with a pair of fish throbbing on it. With an alert mind he should dwell on a 
conceptual image of the aforesaid countenance.(30) 
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With full devotion he should contemplate for a long time in his heart on the glances 
frequently cast out of compassion by His eyes in order to soothe the most fearful threefold 
agony of His devotees—glances which are accompanied by loving smiles and are full of 
abundant grace.(31) He should similarly meditate on the most benevolent smile of Lord Sri 
Hari, a smile which dries away the ocean of tears—caused by intense grief—of all those who 
bow to Him, as well as on His arched eyebrows manifested by dint of His own Maya 
(wonderful creative energy) in order to charm the god of love (whose ensign bears the 
emblem of an alligator) for the good of hermits (who are molested by him).(32) Full of 
devotion steeped in love, he should finally fix his thought on the laughter of Lord Visnu, 
visualized as abiding in the cavity of his heart—a laughter which is so captivating that it can 
be easily meditated upon, andin the course of which come to view the rows of His small teeth, 
resemblirig jasmine buds, rendered rosy by the profuse (crimson) splendour of His lips. And 
having (exclusively) devoted his mind to the same, he should no more desire to see anything 
else.(33) 
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By following the above course of meditation the devotee develops love for Sri.Hari: his 
heart melts through Devotion, the hair on his body stand erect through excessive joy and he 
is constantly bathed in a stream of tears occasioned by intense love, so that he now gradually 
withdraws (from the object of meditation) even the mind, which was (till now) being used by 
him as a means to attract Sri Hari (just as a hook is used for capturing fish). (34) Even as 
the flame of a lamp is extinguished (i.e., becomes one with its cause, viz., the element of fire) 
when the oil etc., are burnt and the lamp broken, so the mind gets immediately dissolved 
(becomes one with Brahma or the Absolute) the moment itis cut off from its moorings in the 
shape of the soul and, rid of passion, it ceases to think of anything. The adjuncts of the soul 
in the shape of body etc. (which are nothing but a continuous flow of the Gunas or modes 
of Prakrti), being withdrawn at this stage, the striver sees pervading everywhere the one 
Absolute having no distinction of subject, object and so on. (35) Having established himself 
in the glory of his own being (viz., Brahma)—which transcends joy and sorrow—through the 
dissolution of his mind, brought about by the practice of Yoga and divorced from ignorance, 
the striver realizes the truth of the Supreme Self, and discovers that pleasure and pain as 
well as their experience, which he attributed till now to his own self, are attributable to the 
ego, which is a product of ignorance.(36) Even as a man blinded by intoxication caused by 
spirituous liquor sees not whether the cloth wrapped round his loins is still there or has 
dropped therefrom, so the enlightened soul who has attained this final stage no longer 
discerns whether the body (which they still call his own) is seated or has risen from its seat, 
whether it has shifted (from the place where it was) by the will of Providence or whether it 
has come back (to that place) by the will of the same Providence; for he has realized his 
essential character. (37) The body too, which is (now) subject to the will of Providence, 
survives along with the senses till the destiny which contributed to its existence has not been 
reaped. Yet the enlightened soul who has attained to the heights of Yoga culminating in 
Samadhi (abstract meditation) and (consequently) realized the truth no longer regards that 
body or those connected with it (e.a., wife, children and so on) as his own, even as a man 
who is awake no longer thinks of the body etc. —seen in a dream—as his own.(38) 
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Just as a man is realized (on a little thought) as distinct from his son and possessions, 
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that are regarded (by the common people) as their own self (on account of excessive 
fondness), so is the perceiving subject recognized as distinct from the body, senses and 
other adjuncts, which are generally identified with one’s own self (due to ignorance).(39) (To 
take another illustration) just as fire is distinct from a piece of burning wood, a spark or even 
from the smoke arising from it, and just as itis distinct even from a torch, whichis recognized 
as identical with it, so the perceiving subject is distinct from the elements, the senses and 
the internal sense; the all-pervading Self, which is called Brahma is distinct even from the 
perceiving subject, which is called Jiva (an individual soul); and the Lord (the Supreme 
Person) is distinct from Prakrti (which is activated by Him). (40-41) One should see the Self 
as identical in all living beings and all beings as identical in the Self, even as all (the four 
species of) living beings (viz., mammals, oviparous animals, sweat-born creatures and 
those sprouting from the earth) are seen as identical in essence with the gross elements 
(being products of the same). (42) Just as fire, though one (undifferentiated) appears as 
diversified in the media (pieces of wood etc.) manifesting it, due to the diverse characteristics 
(size, shape etc.) of those media, so the Self, though one, appears different as abiding in the 
various material bodies, due to the diverse characteristics (species etc.) of those bodies.(43) 
Therefore, conquering (by the grace of the Lord) this divine Prakrti (Maya)—which veils the 
true character, and brings about the bondage of the Jiva, a fragment of the Lord, nay, which 
appears both as cause and effect and is so difficult to comprehend—a devotee of the Lord 
realizes his true being.(44) 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth discourse entitled "The pursuit of disciplines for 
God-Realization”, forming part of the “Teachings of Lord Kapila", 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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* DevahGti said : You have told me, as described in works on the Sankhya system of 
philosophy, the characteristics of Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence)as well 


as of Prakrti (Primordial Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit)—characteristics which reveal their 
true (and distinctive nature); now be pleased to reveal to me at length, O Lord, the path of 
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Bhaktiyoga (the discipline of devotion), which is said to be the end of the above 
discussion. (1-2) Pray, also tell me the various destinies (in the form of birth in different 
species as well as of death) attained by the Jivas, by hearing an account of which man may 
develop a distaste for everything (in this world as well as in the next), O almighty Lord ! (3) 
Further let me know the essential character of the all-powerful Time, who is the Ruler even 
of Brahma and others and identical with You, and for fear of whom people do that which is 
good. (4) You have appeared as a sun to diffuse the light of Yoga for awakening men, who 
having lost the eye (of wisdom), have identified themselves with objects (such as the body) 
possessing no reality and who, feeling fatigued on account of their mind being attached to 
action, have long been lying asleep in the bottomless darkness of ignorance. (5) 
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Maitreya continued : The great sage (Kapila) greeted these charming words of His 
mother and overwhelmed with compassion and full of delight, O crest-jewel of the Kurus, 
replied to her (as follows). (6) 
MATATAT 
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The Lord said : The discipline of devotion, O noble lady, is recognized as manifold 

according to our ways of approach (attitudes of mind with regard) to it; and men's attitude 
of mind varies according to the diversity of their natural characteristics. (7) A man who is 
given up to anger and views Me as distinct from himself, and who practises devotion to Me 
with a mind full of violence, hypocrisy and jealousy, is a devotee of the Tamasika type. (8) 
He who worships Me through an image etc., as distinct from himself with a view to acquiring 
objects of senses, fame and power is a devotee of the Rajasika type. (9) And he who adores 
Me as distinct from himself, aiming at the eradication of his sins or with the intention of 
offering his actions to the Supreme or again with the feeling that it is his duty to worship 
Me is a devotee of the Sattvika type.(10) The uninterrupted flow of the mind-stream 
towards Me, dwelling in the heart of all—like that of the waters of the Ganga towards the 
ocean—at the mere mention of My virtues, combined with motiveless and unremitting love 
to Me, the Supreme Person, is spoken of as the distinguishing character of unqualified 
Bhaktiyoga. (11-12) My devotees accept not, in exchange for My service (the five forms of 
final beatitude, viz.) Salokya (residence in My divine realm), Sarsti (enjoying My powers), 
Samipya (living in My presence), SarGpya (possessing a form similar to Mine) and Sayujya 
(absorption into My Being), even when they are offered to him (by Me). (13) The aforesaid 
Bhaktiyoga has been declared as the highest (final) goal; for transcending the realm of the 
three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) the devotee thereby becomes qualified for My state (without 
any effort). (14) 
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By devoutly performing one's duties (both of an obligatory nature and those arising out 
of a special occasion) in a disinterested spirit; by following everyday a course of worship 
(enjoined by the Paficaratra and other sacred works) involving no destruction of life and 
actuated by no worldly desire; by beholding, touching, adoring, extolling and bowing to My 
images etc., by regarding all living beings as My own manifestations; by resorting to patience 
and dispassion; by showing great respect to exalted souls, commiserating with the afflicted 
and behaving in a friendly manner with one's equals; by practising the five Yamas (non- 
violence, truthfulness, non-thieving, abstaining from sexual commerce and possessing 
things not exceeding the bare necessaries of life) and the five Niyamas (viz., external and 
internal purity, contentment, undergoing penance, study of sacred texts and meditation on 
God); by hearing spiritual discourses and chanting the divine names; by unity of mind, 
speech and body, fellowship with holy men and absence of egotism, the mind of the man. 


engaged in activities intended to please Me gets thoroughly purified and conceives a liking 
for Me without any effort the moment My virtues enter his ears. (15—19) 


aa Sa AOMGeh TA Ba Wa SERA Ba semana aqiol 
ae wag wag wena: wei aman ai uct: qedsaifasaa 2: 
at mt adq yg area fart aaa dreareerda Gera a: 1221 
fesa: urea at oat feaefiia: 1 qag agate a ca: anfagesfa ie 
aequraasal: feadrasama | aa qeisfedisafat yarerantha: 12%! 
saedamadat «= At) Mei aaa 46Ae 0Oefe | [adaagafer 124 
aes went a: atertemiaa fase gafdet seqraorm 26! 
ag a wey ye sqeamiagteraaa fee aa i201 
Just as odour wafted from its source through the vehicle of a breeze catches the olfactory 
sense, so an equipoised mind engaged in the pursuit of Yoga (Devotion) embraces Me. (20) 
| am ever present in all living beings as their very Self (Inner Controller). A man (therefore) 
who worships Me through an idol, showing disrespect to Me (as abiding in all creatures), 
makes a travesty of worship. (21) Ignoring Me, the Supreme Ruler, the Self present in all 
living beings, he who stupidly resorts to idol-worship alone throws oblations into the 
ashes.(22)The mind of a man who, full of pride, hates Me, abiding in the body of another, 
views Me as distinct from himself and bears deep-rooted malice to living creatures can never 
find peace.(23) | am not pleased, even though adored through an image by means of formal 
worship carried on with costly or cheap materials, O sinless mother, by a man slighting other 
creatures. (24) Performing his (allotted) duties, a man should worship Me, the Supreme 
Ruler, through images etc., only so long as he does not realize Me as presentin his own heart 
as well as in (the heart of) other living beings. (25) Figuring as Death, | cause great fear to 
him who makes the least discrimination between himself and another because of his 
differential outlook.(26) Therefore, through charitable gifts and attentions as well as through 
friendly behaviour and by viewing all alike, one should propitiate Me, abiding in all creatures 
as their very Self. (27) 
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The Yoga (discipline) of Devotion as well as the Yoga with eight limbs have (thus) been 
expounded by Me, O daughter of Swayambhuva Manu! By following either of these two 
Yogas a man can attain to the Supreme Person.(35) The aforesaid aspect of the Lord—who 
is the same as the Absolute (of the Vedanti) and the Supreme Spirit (of the Yogi), nay, who 
figures both as Prakrti (Primordial Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit) and yet lies beyond the 
two—is also Known by the name of Providence, who brings into play the activity of Karma 
(the destiny of the different Jivas in the shape of birth in the various species of life).(36) It also 
bears the appellation of Kala (Time), which brings about the transformation of things and is 
possessed of wonderful prowess, nay, which is a source of (constant) terror to those who 
regard themselves as a separate entity and have identified themselves with Mahat-tattva 
(the principle of cosmic intelligence) and other products of Matter. (37) Kala (the Time-spirit), 
who is the Ruler of rulers (Brahma and others) and who, being the support of all, enters the 
heart ofall living beings (as their Inner Controller) and devours (destroys) them through other 
beings, is no other than the deity presiding over sacrifices and known by the name of 
Visnu. (38) Although there is none dear or hateful to Him nor anyone His Kinsman, He is ever 
on the alert and attacks and destroys the man who (having forgotten the Lord) wallows in 
the error of sensuality.(39) For fear of Him blows the wind; for fear of Him the sun shines; 
for fear of Him the god of rain pours forth showers and for fear of Him the host of heavenly 
bodies shed their lustre. (40) Afraid of Him, trees and creepers along with herbs or annual 
plants (that die the moment their fruit ripens) put forth blossoms and fructify each in its own 
season. (41) Afraid of Him, rivers flow and the ocean never overflows. Nay, for fear of Him 
fire burns and the earth with its mountains sinks not (into the waters supporting it). (42) 
Subject to His control the yonder sky allows room to living beings and Mahat-tattva (the 
principle of cosmic intelligence) expands its own (sprout-like) form into this (vast) universe 
enveloped by seven sheaths (in the shape of earth, water, fire, air, ether, the ego and 
Prakrti). (43) For fear of Him the deities presiding over the (three) Gunas or modes of Prakrti 
(viz., Brahma, Visnu and Siva),who hold sway over the entire creation consisting of animate 
and inanimate beings, remain engaged in their duties of creating, preserving and destroying 
it from time to time.(44) That imperishable Time-Spirit, who, though beginningless, is the first 
maker (of the universe) and who, though endless, brings about the end of the phenomenal 
world, carries on the work of creation by bringing into existence one individual (a son) through 
another (his father) and likewise dissolves the universe by destroying even Yama (the lord 
of death) through Himself (the Destroyer even of Death). (45) 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth discourse, forming part of the "Story of Lord 
Kapila," in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Lord Kapila continued : Just as a mass of clouds knows not the inordinate strength 
of the mighty wind-god, though driven (here and there) by the latter, so this Jiva surely does 
not know the enormous power of the omnipotent Kala though being subjected to repeated 
births and deaths (by the latter). (1) The almighty Time-Spirit destroys each and every object 
the Jiva acquires with great pains for the sake of happiness, and for whose loss he grieves 
much. (2) That is because the stupid creature foolishly regards as everlasting the house, 
lands and wealth etc., belonging to one's transient body and those connected with it (viz., 
one's wife, son and so on, who are equally perishable). (3) The Jiva in this world finds delight 
in whatever species of life he is born into, and never feels aversion for it. (4) Deluded by the 
Lord's Maya, the Jiva feels little inclined to cast off his body even in hell, taking delight in the 
infernal enjoyments. (5) With his heart deeply attached fo body, wife, progeny, house, 
animals, wealth and relations, he deems himself blessed.(6) Burning all over with anxiety to 
maintain them all, the evil-minded fool incessantly commits sins. (7) Nay, with his mind and 
senses captivated by the charms wrought on him in the private chamber by lewd women, 
as well as by the talks of lisping infants, the householder remains attached to his home life, 
which is mainly full of trouble and the duties of which involve the practice of wiles; andif, while 
scrupulously performing these duties, he succeeds in averting calamity, he deems himself 
happy as it were.(8-9) Through moneys procured from here and there by practising great 
violence, he maintains those people (the members of his family) by fostering whom he goes 
down to perdition, himself enjoying only whatis left after nourishing them. (10) When he finds 
his business hampered, though renewed again and again, he loses patience and, over- 
whelmed with greed, longs-for others’ wealth. (11) His efforts coming to nought through bad * 
luck, he becomes moneyless and is no longer able to maintain his family. Nay, puzzled in 
mind, he is reduced to a wretched plight, and full of anxiety, heaves deep sighs. (12) 
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Seeing him unable to support them as aforesaid, his wife and others treat him not with 
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the same respect as before, evenas the miserly cultivators do not accord the same treatment 
to their old and worn-out oxen. (13) Yet he feels no aversion for them. Maintained by those 
whom he had (once) brought up himself and deformed on account of old age, he falls a prey 
to diseases like dyspepsia; his diet and activity both diminish and he remains confined to his 
house, awaiting his death and living like a dog on whatever is thrown despisingly (by his sons 
and wife). (14-15) (At the approach of death) his eye-balls are shot out by the action of the 
life-breath trying to find an exit; his wind-pipe gets choked with phlegm, coughing and 
breathing cause him exertion and death-rattle is heard from his throat. (16) Lying (in his bed) 
surrounded by his sorrowing relations and caught in the noose of Death, he cannot utter a 
word even when addressed. (17) 
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He whose mind is thus engrossed in the thought of maintaining his family and who has 
failed to subdue his senses dies in the midst of his weeping kinsmen, rendered unconscious 
or thrown out of his wits by excessive agony. (18) Trembling at heart to see a couple of 
frightful messengers of Death arrived at the moment, their eyes full of wrath, he passes stool 
and urine. (19) Clothing his soul in a special (aerial) body* fit for undergoing the tortures of 
hell and binding him with cords about the neck, they forcibly drag him along a long road (to 
the abode of Yama) even as the constables of a king drag a convict (to gaol). (20) With his 
heart cleft by their threats and trembling (with fear) he feels deeply distressed at the thought 
of his sins when bitten on the way by dogs. (21) Nay, overcome by hunger and thirst, 
oppressed by sunshine, forest fire and hot winds and flogged on the back with whips, he 
trudges along, though unable to walk, on that road, which has no shelter or water and is 
covered by burning sands. (22) Dropping down now and then and fainting due to exhaustion 
and rising again, he is quickly taken by that exceedingly troublesome path to the abode of 
Yama (the god of punishment). (23) Dragged along this road, which is ninety-nine thousand 
Yojanas (7,92,000 miles) long, within two to three hours, he suffers the tortures (indicated 
hereafter). (24) Placed in the midst of burning pieces of wood, his limbs are set on fire, while 
in some cases he is made to eat his own flesh cut out either by himself of by others. (25) His 
entrails are pulled out by the hounds and vultures of hell, even though he is still alive (to see 


* It is mentioned in our scriptures that sinners condemned to hell are invested with an aerial body, which, though 
subjected to tortures in various forms, is wonderfully tenacious and does not perish till the sinner has fully served the sentence. 
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it); and he is subjected to torment by serpents, scorpions, gnats etc., that bite (or sting) 
him (26) Nay, his limbs are lopped of one by one and rent asunder by elephants;(in some 
cases) he is hurled down from hill-tops and is also held up either in water or in a cave. (27) 
Whether man or woman, one has to suffer in the regions of hell known by the names of 
Tamisra, Andhatamisra, Raurava and so on (enumerated hereafter in Book Five), tortures 
brought about by association with one another in sinful acts. (28)Some people aver that 
heaven and hell exist in this very world, O mother; for the tortures which are experienced in 
hell are seen even here.(29) 
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He who supports his family in the aforesaid manner (vide verses 7,10 and 11 above) 
or simply nourishes his own body leaves both (his family as well as his body) here and, 
departing hence, reaps the fruit of his actions as indicated above (in verses 20 to 28). (30) 
Shuffling off his body, which he nourished by marring the interests of other creatures, he 
goes down to the dark region of hell alone, carrying a wallet of sins (on his head). (31) Man 
reaps in hell the evil consequences, inflicted by Providence, of (the sins committed by him 
in) maintaining his family, and feels distressed like a man who has lost his wealth.(32)The 
man who is keen to support his family by recourse to purely unrighteous ways goes to the 
darkest region of hell known by the name of Andhatamisra.(33) Having gone through in a 
regular order all the tortures of hell and passed through the lowest forms of animal life 
preceding human birth (such as that of a dog, swine and so on), and thus purged of his sins, 
he is reborn as a human being on this earth.(34) 


Thus ends the thirtieth discourse entitled "the fruit of actions pursuing those who 
commit them through subsequent existences", forming part of the "Story of 
Lord Kapila’, in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The Lord resumed : By force of Karma (destiny), as directed by Providence, the soul 
(destined to be born as a man) enters the womb of a woman through the generative fluid of 
a man for the formation of a body. (1) In the course of a night it is integrated by being united 
with the ovum, and in five nights it is rounded into the shape of a bubble. In a period of ten 
days it becomes as hard as a plum and later on it develops into the shape of a ball of flesh 
or an egg (in the case of oviparous creatures).(2) In the course of a month a head is formed 
and at the end of two months hands, feet and other limbs take shape. By the end of three 
months the nails (of fingers and toes), the hair on the body, bones and skin appear, as also 
the organ of generation and the other apertures in the body (those of eyes, nostrils, ears, 
mouth and anus).(3) In as many as four months the seven essential ingredients of the body 
(viz., chyle, blood, flesh, fat, bone, marrow and semen) come into being; while at the end of 
five months hunger and thirst make themselves felt: In the course of six months the foetus 
is enclosed by an amnion and begins to move in the right side of the abdomen (or in the left 
if it is a female). (4) Deriving its nutrition from the food and drink etc., taken by the mother, 
the foetus grows and remains in that abominable receptacle of faeces and urine, the 
breeding-place of worms.(5) Bitten again and again all over the body by the hungry worms 
in the abdomen itself, the creature suffers terrible agony on account of its tenderness and 
swoons away moment after moment.(6) Nay, adversely affected by the bitter, pungent, hot, 
salt, dry, acid and other such irritating substances consumed by its mother, the foetus 
experiences a painful sensation in every part of its body. (7) Enclosed by the amnion and 
covered outside by the intestines, it remains lying in one side of the abdomen with its head 
turned towards the belly and with its back and neck arched (like a bow).(8) Unable to move 
its own limbs like a bird which cannot freely move in a cage, the creature in the womb finds 
its memory awakened by the will of Providence and recollects its doings committed during 
hundreds of previous lives and feels suffocated for a long time. What peace of mind can it 
have under such circumstances? (9) 
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The foetus, though endowed with consciousness from the seventh month of its 
conception, is tossed by the winds that press the embryo downwards during the weeks 
preceding delivery, and cannot remain at one place like the worm born of faeces in the same 
abdominal cavity. (10) Tied to the physical body, made up of the seven ingredients 
(mentioned in verse 4 above), which are like so many cords to bind it, the human soul, which 
regards the body as his own self, is much afraid (of the process of gestation being repeated 
in other such births), and with joined palms he entreats and extols Him by whom he was cast 
into the womb, in a tone full of agony. (11) 


276 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 31 


RRA HLHAHHAKLALRHAAMEAHHHKEALLLEALASHHCLEL AHL ASEH HALES HE LAA AHL AAAH HSE SHAH AHHH SKK 


SC sicclick 
aerated wifmsarariaatyfa FOUTS | 
aise wane at gear A aeet afresdadisgad 122! 
aaa ag sa afin watered AM | 
area Fee CARR ECECE IDE IGE CORI wary 1231 
a: ugumfad vwWea: aiiteat aafsaquiefaerises| 
afagroneayt A ae ut wepfagerat: yore iexi 
aadereihesste, arate uf atcefiern | 
awe: UAT quia eh Ga Hal Ae ETAT ku! 
FM aedeeeteeds: a eae feratgqatdan: | 
a vw Weetuedieqeadamrecsc 8 at 86a REI 


The human soul says : | take shelter in the lotus-feet, which once trod the earth and 
bring immunity from all fear, of Him who of His own sweet will assumes various forms in order 
to protect the universe—which has sought His protection (from time to time)—and by whom 
| have been thrown into such a condition as this, which is quite becoming of my wicked 
self. (12) | bow to Him who, having embraced Maya in the form of this psychophysical 
organism (consisting of the gross elements, the Indriyas and the mind) in this womb, appears 
as bound by virtuous and sinful acts, and has His reality screened by Maya, but who flashes 
on my afflicted heart as absolutely pure(untainted by Maya), immutable and possessed of 
wisdom which knows no break. (13) Though bodiless (in reality), | appear as clothedina body 
made up of the five elements and as consisting of the Indriyas, the Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti),the objects of senses and the ego (a reflection of the intelligent Spirit). Therefore, 
| adore the all-knowing Supreme Person, the Controller of both Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa 
(Spirit), whose glory can never be obscured by such veils (the body etc.). (14) Having 
forgotten his own self under the influence of the Lord's Maya, the embodied soul traverses 
the path of Samsara (transmigration)—strewn with numerous shackles of Karma, having 
their source in the three Gunas—undergoing hardships of many kinds. By what other 
expedient, then, than through the grace of that Supreme Being can he expect to realize his 
true nature?(15) Who else than that Lord has bestowed upon me this knowledge of the past, 
present and future? For it is He who dwells in all animate and inanimate beings as the Inner 
Controller, who is no other than a part manifestation of the Lord Himself. Therefore, for 
soothing our threefold agony it is Him that we adore—we who are playing the role of a Jiva 
as a result of our Karma (destiny). (16) 
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body of the mother) and with his own body scorched by the (mother's) gastric fire, this 


embodied soul (my own self) is anxious to get out of it, counting his months (the period of 
gestation). Oh, when shall this wretched soul be released (from this confinement), O Lord? (17) 
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Overflowing with compassion, it is Your peerless Self, O Lord, that has imparted to this 
creature, who is (hardly) ten months old, such (incomparable) wisdom. May that Protector 
of the afflicted (Yourself) be pleased with His own (benevolent) act (the bestowal of wisdom); 
for who can ever repay His obligations except by joining his palms( out of gratitude)?(18) 
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The other type of embodied souls (viz., birds, beasts and so on) perceives (experiences) 
by instinct only the agreeable and disagreeable sensations in its body. |, however, endowed 
as | am with a (human) body capable of practising self-control (and other spiritual 
disciplines), behold that most ancient Person, both without and within my heart, by virtue of 
reason conferred on me by the selfsame Person, whois as manifest as my own self, referred 
to as ‘I' (19) Though living in this womb a life full of numerous troubles, O Lord, | have no 
desire to get out of it and descend into the pitfall of the outside world; for the Lord's (Your) 
Maya overtakes the soul who goes there, and in the wake of Maya appear the false notion 
of ‘I’ (with reference to the body) and the consequent cycle of births and deaths.(20) 
Therefore, having installed (in my heart) the feet of Lord Visnu and shaking off all distraction 
of mind, | shall quickly redeem myself from the ocean of worldly existence with the help of 
reason, which is my greatest friend, so that this calamity (in the shape of transmigration), 
entailing many rounds of gestation, may not befall me again. (21) 
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Lord Kapila went on : When the ten-month-old Jiva, who has thus resolved even 
while in the womb, extols the Lord as aforesaid, the wind that helps parturition propels him 
forthwith, with his face turned downward, in order that the child may be born. (22) Pushed 
downwards all of a sudden by the wind, the child issues out (of the womb) with great trouble, 
head downward, breathless and deprived of memory out of agony. (23) Fallen on earth in 
a pool of blood and urine (discharged by the mother), the new-born babe tosses like a worm 
sprung from ordure, and having lost its wisdom (acquired in the womb) and reduced toa state 
(of self-identification with the body) which is just the reverse of wisdom, cries loudly.(24) 
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Being nourished by people who do not know the mind of another, it is given something 
which was not intended; and (the pity of it is that) the child is unable to refuse it.(25) Laid on 
a foul bed infested by sweat-born creatures the (poor) creature is incapable even of 


scratching its limbs (to relieve itching), much less of sitting up, standing or moving itself.(26) 
Just as smaller worms bite a big worm, even so gnats, mosquitoes, bugs and other creatures 
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sting or bite the babe, who is most tender of skin and deprived of its wisdom (acquired in the 
womb), cries (bitterly). (27) 
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Having similarly gone through the painful experiences of infancy and boyhood too, the 
man (on attaining his youth) flares up due to ignorance when he fails to attain his desired 
object and is overcome by grief.(28) His pride and anger growing with age, that seeker of 
sensuous enjoyment enters into hostility with (other) pleasure-seeking men for his own 
destruction. (29) Clinging to the unreal, the foolish Jiva of misguided intellect constantly 
regards the body, made up of the five elements, as his own self or something belonging to 
him.(30) For the sake of this body—which is a source of constant trouble to him and ever 
follows him, bound by ties of ignorance and destiny—he performs actions (of various kinds), 
tied to which he goes through repeated births and deaths.(31)If under the influence’ of 
sensually-minded people engaged in the pursuit of sexual enjoyment and the gratification 
of the palate he delights in their ways again, he goes to hell as before. (32) One should never 
cultivate the fellowship of those wicked fools, the toys of women, who are ever fidgety, have 
identified themselves with the body and therefore deserve to be pitied, nay, by whose 
company truthfulness, purity, compassion, control over the tongue, wisdom, prosperity, 
modesty, fair name, forbearance, control of mind and the senses and good fortune are 
blotted out of existence.(33-34) The infatuation and‘bondage which accrue to a man form 
attachment to any other object are not so complete as those resulting from attachment to 
women and from the fellowship of men fond of women. (35) At the sight of his own daughter 
(Saraswati) Brahma (the lord of created beings) was bewitched by her charms and 
shamelessly ran after her in the form of a stag when she took the form of a hind. (36) Among 
the creatures (gods, human beings and so on) begotten by Kasyapa and others, (who had 
sprung from the loins of Marici and the other sages, the mind-born sons of Brahma), then, 
what male is there, save the (divine) sage Narayana, whose mind is not distracted by the 
Lord's Mayain the form of woman? (37) Behold the might of My Maya in the shape of woman, 
who by the mere play of her eyebrows treads under foot even the conquerors of the four 
quarters.(38) 
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He who aspires to reach the culmination of Yoga (in the shape of God-Realization) or 
who has realized his true nature by adoring Me should never cultivate the fellowship of young 
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women, whom the scriptures declare as a gate to hell for him.(39) Womanis a personification 
of Maya (illusion) created by the Lord and slowly entraps man (under the pretext of service 
etc.). One should, therefore, regard her as death to oneself, even as a well whose mouth is 
covered with grass (is to an unwary traveller). (40) 
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Similarly the Jiva who has been endowed with the form of a women as a result of 
attachment to a woman (in his previous life) foolishly looks upon My Maya, figuring as a man, 
as her husband, the bestower of wealth, progeny, house and so on.(41) A woman should, 
therefore, know that Maya as veritable death to her—in the form of a husband, progeny and 
house etc.—preordained by Fate, even as the song of a hunter (is to the deer).(42) Moving 
from one sphere (the earth) to another (heaven or hell) with the subtle body, whichis (falsely) 
recognized as the very self of a Jiva, the human soul goes on reaping the fruit of his actions 
(performed in previous existences) and unceasingly at the same time performing fresh 
actions (thus paving the way for future births).(43) The subtle body (which is an adjunct of 
the Jiva) and that which accompanies it (viz., the physical body)—both these go to make the 
psycho-physical organism, which is constituted of the gross and subtle elements, the ten 
Indriyas and the mind. When this organism ceases to function as a whole, itis known as the 
death of a Jiva; while its beginning to function as a whole is spoken of as his birth.(44) Just 
as when the eyes lose their capacity to see colour etc. (due to a morbid affection of the optic 
nerve or other such diseases), the sense of sight also gets deadened that very moment and 
the Jiva too, the seer of both (the eyes as well as the sense of sight), loses its power of sight, 
similarly when the physical body(the place where the perception of objects takes place) is 
rendered incapable of perceiving them, that is known as death (because when the physical 
body ceases to function, the subtle body too is no longer there to function); and when one 
begins to view the physical body as one's very self, that is called birth. (45-46) Therefore, 
aman should neither view death with horror nor have recourse to stinginess in life nor give 
way to infatuation. Realizing the true nature of the Jiva, he should move about in this world 
free from attachment and steadfast of purpose. (47) Nay, he should relegate his body to this 
illusory world through his reason endowed with right vision and strengthened by Yoga 
(concentration of mind) and dispassion, and move about (unconcerned).(48) 


Thus ends the thiry-first discourse entitled "The Fate of the Jiva", forming part of the 
"Story of Lord Kapila’, in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samuhita. 
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SID gihratseare: 
Discourse XXXIl 
Destiny of the souls departing from this world by the "Bright Path", 
the "Dark Path" and so on, and the superiority of Bhaktiyoga 
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Lord Kapila continued : As for the man who, while continuing at home, performs the 
duties of ahouseholder and, earning wealth and the pleasures of sense through them resorts 
to those actions again, he too turns his face away from the Lord, deluded as he is by desire, 
and worships through sacrificial performances the gods as well as the manes with 
reverence. (1-2) His mind being swayed by reverence for the aforesaid beings, the man 
undertakes vows to propitiate the gods and the manes and, having attained (thereby) to the 
realm of the moon (a part of the heavenly world) drinks (with them) the (inebriating) sap of 
the Soma plant; but (when the stock of merit that earned him an abode in the aforementioned 
realm is exhausted) he must return (to this mortal world).(3) When (at the end of a Kalpa) 
Sri Hari, who has Ananta (the serpent-god Sesa) for His seat, reclines on His couch of Sesa 
(the lord of the serpents), these worlds, attained to by the householders, get dissolved (enter 
His body and disappear). (4) Those wise men, however, who do not perform their duties for 
the sake of sensuous enjoyment and wealth but offer their actions to Me, nay, who are free 
from attachment, most serene, pure of mind, devoted to the duties of those who have retired 
from the world, have no feeling of "I" and "mine" (with regard to the body and everything 
connected with it) and are endowed with a mind thoroughly cleansed by recourse to Sativa 


(the quality of goodness) passing by the name of one's own sacred duty, reach by the "Bright 
Path" the all pervading Supreme Person, the Lord of both Prakrti and Purusa (Matter and 


Dis. 32 ] BOOK THREE 281 


SHEER LHHHHHHEHLEA AAA ELELELAHAH eH SSS SH AAAHH HHH ee Ste esr erHrrese see Set trite teter Shh ere tr sri 


Spirit), the ultimate Cause (of the universe) and also responsible for the creation, preservation 
and dissolution of the world.(5—7) As for those who meditate on Hiranyagarbha (Brahma) as 
no other than the Supreme, dwell in the realm of Brahma (the highest heaven known by the 
name of Satyaloka) till the dissolution of Brahma, which takes place at the end of two 
Parardhas. (8) Intending to dissolve the universe enclosed by earth, water, fire, air, ether, 
the mind, the senses and their object and the ego (the source of the elements) and so on, 
and having finished his regime extending over two Parardhas, when Brahma (the self-born), 
who is highér than the other gods, identifies himself with Prakrti (consisting of the three 
Gunas) and enters the Absolute, the Yogis that have controlled their breath and mind and 
are free from passion enter (the body of) the worshipful Brahma after casting off their body, 
and along with him get merged into the Supreme Brahma, who is an embodiment of the 
highest bliss and no other than the most ancient Person, and to whom they did not attain 
before inasmuch as their egotism had not left them till then.(9-10) Therefore, O great lady, 
seek refuge with devotion in Him alone who has taken up His abode in the lotus-like heart 
ofall living beings and of whose glory you have (just) heard (from Me). (11) On the other hand, 
even Brahma (the repository of the Vedas and) the cause of the mobile and immobile 
creation, alongwith the sages (Marici and others), the lords of Yoga like Sanaka and others, 
and other Siddhas who are the first teachers of Yoga—even after entering (at the time of final 
dissolution), by virtue of their disinterested action, (the body of) the first Purusa, the foremost 
of all Purusas, who is no other than Brahma presiding over the three Gunas—is born again 
as before (if the Lord so desires) at the time of creation—when the equilibrium of the Gunas 
is disturbed by the Time-Spirit, a manifestation of the Lord Himself—because of his retaining 
the notion of difference and due to his sense of doership. (12—14) And the sages too—after 
enjoying the glorious life of the highest heaven, earned by their meritorious acts—(likewise) 
return (by the will of the Lord as the mind-born sons of Brahma) on the equilibrium of the 
Gunas being disturbed (at the time of creation). (15) 
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They, however, whose mind is attached to the world and who are full of reverence for 
religious rites perform actions that are actuated by desire, though not prohibited by the 
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scriptures, as well as those which are of an obligatory nature, in their entirety.(16) With their 
understanding clouded by passion, their mind full of desires and their senses uncontrolled, 
they worship the manes everyday, their heart finding delight in the home alone. (17) Devoted 
to the first three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, wealth and sensuous 
enjoyment) only, these people are averse to the stories of Sri Hari (the Slayer of the demon 
Madhu), whose knowledge takes away the fear of birth and death and whose innumerable 
exploits are worth recounting.(18) Abandoning the nectar-like stories of the immortal Lord, 
they who listen to vile talks (relating to sensual enjoyment)—even as the swine feed on 
filth—have surely been cheated by fate. (19) Performing religious rites from the ceremony 
connected with impregnation down to the obsequies, they ascend to the abode of the manes 
presided over by Aryama (the lord of the manes) by the southern path (also known as the 
"dark path") and are (eventually) born in the line of their own progeny. (20) Thereafter, when 
their merit (that earned them an abode in the realm of the manes) is exhausted, they are 
forthwith robbed of their glorious state by the gods (in charge of that realm) and helplessly 
descend once more to this world (of mortals), O virtuous lady. (21) Therefore, do you worship 
with all your being the supreme Lord—whose lotus-like feet are worth adoring—through 
devotion evoked by His virtues.(22) A link formed through Devotion with Lord Vasudeva calls 
forth before long dispassion and spiritual wisdom that reveals the truth of the Absolute. (23) 
When the mind of the devotee ceases to perceive, even through the faculty of the senses, 
any difference, in the shape of agreeability of otherwise, in the objects of senses, which are 
just the same (as being the manifestations of the same Reality, viz., Brahma), he forthwith 
realizes by his intellect his own self as the revealer of unity, free from attachment, devoid of 
merit and demerit (that which is worth accepting or rejecting) and established in its own 
(glorious) state. (24-25) The Lord is nothing but absolute Consciousness and is the 
same as the Transcendent Reality (Brahma), the Supreme Spirit, the Ruler of all and the 
Highest Person. Though One, He appears in diverse forms as the seer, the object seen, the 
means of sight and so on.(26) Absence of attachment to all—that is the only desired end to 
be attained through all forms of Yoga practised by a Yogi. (27) Brahma is absolute 

Consciousness, one and attributeless; yet, through the senses, which have an outward 

tendency, it erroneously appears in the form of various objects possessing sound and other 
attributes. (28) Just as the same supreme Brahma appeared as Mahat-tattva (the principle 

of cosmic intelligence), the threefold (Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika) Ego, the five gross 

elements and the eleven Indriyas, and the same self-effulgent Being was named as Jiva 

when endowed with these, even so the body of the Jiva in the form of the universe is no other 

than Brahma: for it is from Brahma that it has sprung.(29) Of course, he alone can perceive 

it as such, whose mind has been composed and rid of all attachment through reverence, 

Devotion, daily practice of Yoga and dispassion. (30) 
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| have thus expounded to you, O revered mother, the wisdom which reveals the true 
nature of the Absolute, and by means of which one can realize the truth about Prakrti (Matter) 


and Purusa (Spirit). (31) The discipline of Jfiana (spiritual knowledge) and the discipline of 
Devotion—which is free from the influence of the three Gunas—directed towards Me, lead 
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to the same goal, which is signified by the word 'Bhagavan’. (32) Just as one and the same 
substance possessed of several attributes (such as colour, taste and so on) is perceived in 
different ways through the senses, following different courses, even so the Lord, though one, 
is variously realized through different paths recommended by the scriptures.(33) Through 
works of public utility (such as the digging of wells and tanks, construction of roads etc.) and 
sacrifices, charitable gifts and austere penance, study of the Vedas andan enquiry into their 
meaning, nay, even through the control of the mind and senses ((i.e., abstaining from 
prohibited acts) as well as through the renunciation of action, through Yoga with different 
limbs (such as Yama, Niyama and so on) and likewise through the discipline of Devotion, 
through the twofold Dharma, viz., that which is accompanied by worldly activity and that 
which is characterized by renunciation, and again through the realization of the true nature 
of the Self and through dispassion do we attain to the same self-effulgent Lord, who is both 
with attributes and without attributes. (4—36) 
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| have already told you the fourfold character (according as itis predominated by any- 
one of the three Gunas or is absolutely free from their influence) of Bhaktiyoga (the discipline 
of Devotion) as well as the nature of Kala (the Time-Spirit), whose movement cannot be 
perceived (through the senses) and who brings about the birth and death etc., of living 
beings. (37) | have also described the various states of existence of the Jiva—brought about 
by his actions prompted by Avidya (ignorance)— passing through which, O mother, the soul 
forgets his true nature. (38) One should never teach this gospel of Mine to a wicked person(a 
source of annoyance to others) nor to him who is wanting in modesty, nor to an arrogant man 
nor again to a moral rake and in no case to a hypocrite. (39) Nor should one impart it to a 
man thirsting after pleasures, nor to him who is attached to his home, nor again to him who 
is not My devotee, nor to those who hate My devotees. (40) It may no doubt be imparted 
to a man full of reverence, a devotee, a meek soul, an uncavilling man, one who is friendly 
to living beings, and (likewise) to him who takes delight in service, one who has developed 
a distaste for external objects, a man who is serene of mind, one who is free from jealousy, 
one who is pure both within and without and above all to him who holds Me dearer than 
all. (41-42) With his mind fixed on Me, O mother, the man who reverently listens to or repeats 
this (discourse of Mine) but once will surely attain to My state.(43) 


Thus ends the thirty-second discourse, forming part of the "Story of 
Lord Kapila", in Book Three of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXXIll 


Devahiti receives the light of wisdom and attains final beatitude 
Haq Sara 
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Maitreya resumed : When Devahiti, the beloved spouse of the sage Kardama and 
mother of Lord Kapila, heard the foregoing discourse of the Lord, the veil of her ignorance 
was torn asunder. She bowed to Him, the disseminator of the knowledge of Sankhya—which 
throws light on the fundamental principles—and extolled him thus: (1) 
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Devahiti said : Brahma (the birthless creator) saw only with his mental eyes Your 
(Cosmic) Body—pervaded by the (five) gross elements, the (ten) Indriyas, the (five) objects 
of senses and the mind—from which proceeds the stream of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti), nay, which is the seed of all and lay manifest on the waters that had submerged the 
universe at the time of Final Dissolution, and from the lotus of whose navel Brahma himself 
had sprung.(2) Though actionless, You are of unfailing resolve and possessed of countless 
inconceivable powers, and the Ruler of all the Jivas. That is why, having partitioned Your 
energy according to the predominance of the three Gunas, it is You who carry on the 
creation, preservation and dissolution of the universe. (3) How, then, could it be that You 
were borne in my womb—You into whose belly the whole of this universe disappears at the 
time of universal dissolution and who at the end of a Kalpa restall alone on a leaf of a banyan 
tree in the form of an infant possessing inconceivable powers and sucking its great toe? (4) 
You assume a personality for the extermination of the sinful and the exaltation, O Lord, of 


those who abide by Your commands. Just as You appear in the semblance of a boar and 
so on(for various other purposes), even so this descent of Yours is intended for showing (to 


Dis. 33 ] BOOK THREE 285 


RAHHHHEKLLLL HH AHAKAHL LHS EKA AHHH SHEA S HEH ELAAAHAHELEEEE HAHAH EASE HEHEHE EEE EER 


the world) the path leading to Self-Realization.(5) By occasionally hearing and chanting Your 
names, bowing to You or even remembering You, a pariah (one who feeds on the flesh of 
dogs) becomes worthy of adoration in this very life as a Brahmana who has performed a 
Soma-sacrifice (a sacrifice which brings great sanctity and extraordinary religious merit to 
the sacrificer)! There could be no doubt, then, about-one's attaining the object of life by Your 
sight. (6) Oh, how wonderful that even a pariah (who cooks the flesh of dogs) becomes highly 
venerable only because he has Your name on the tip of his tongue! Nay, they who utter Your 
name have (thereby or in their previous life) practised austere penance, poured oblations 
into the sacred fire, bathed (in sacred waters), conducted themselves well, and even recited 
the Vedas. (7) In the form of Kapila (my son) You are no other than that Supreme Reality, 
the Highest Person, who could be rightly conceived only in a mind that has been turned 
inward, and who brings to an end the stream of the three Gunas (in the shape of 
transmigration) by His own effulgence. You are Lord Visnu Himself, the source of the Vedas. 


| bow to You.(8) 
aa sara 
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Maitreya went on: Thus praised (by Devahiti), the Supreme Person bearing the name 
of Lord Kapila, who was full of filial affection, spoke to His mother in unfaltering accents.(9) 
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Lord Kapila said : By following the easy path pointed out by Me, O mother, you will attain 
before long to the supreme goal (in the shape of final beatitude). (10) Have faith in this 
doctrine of Mine, which has been followed even by the exponents of Veda, so that you may 
attain to My birthless state. Those who are ignorant of this go through the process of (birth 
and) death (again and again). (11) 

a7 sara 
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Maitreya continued : Having thus shown to His mother the noble way to Self- 
Realization, and permitted by her,who now declared that all was Brahma, Lord Kapila went 
His way.(12) She too applied herself to the practice of Yoga, according to the process of 
meditation taught by her son, in that hermitage, which stood like a diadem of flowers on (the 
head of) the Saraswati, and attained peace of mind.(13) The curly locks she wore on her 
head turned brown on account of ablutions performed thrice a day, and became matted; 
while her body, which was clad in rags, grew emaciated as a result of severe penance.(14) 
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She renounced her incomparable house, which had been enriched by the austere penance 
and Yogic power of the sage Kardama, a lord of created beings, and was coveted even by 
the gods, furnished as it was with beds of ivory, soft and white as the foam of milk and 
adorned with gold, and seats of gold provided with cushions exceedingly soft to the 
touch. (15-16) In the walls of that house, which were made of transparent crystal and 
precious emerald, shone lights of jewels borne by beautiful statues of women.(1 7) She also 
deserted the garden attached to her house, charming with its many blossoming celestial 
trees, cooing pairs of birds and humming bees drunk with honey.(1 8) When she used to enter 
the pond in that garden, (the water of) which was scented with the fragrance of lotuses, along 
with Kardama, who bestowed his loving attention on her, Gandharvas and Kinnaras (the 
attendants of gods) sang her praises.(19) (Although she felt no compunction) while leaving 
that garden, which was most eagerly sought after even by the spouses of Indra (the lord of 
paradise), Devahiti did wear a desolate look on her face, afflicted as she was at the 
separation from her son. (20) 
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(She had somehow consoled herself by the presence of her son) when her husband 
(the sage Kardama) retired to the forest; but she felt very disconsolate, in spite of her having 
realized the truth, at the separation from her son (Lord Kapila), even as a cow, who is 
extremely fond of her calf, is grieved at the loss of the latter.(21) Fixing her thought 
exclusively on her son, the divine Kapila, who was no other than Sri Hari, she soon grew 
indifferent, my son,-even to such a house (as has been described above). (22) She (now) 
meditated on the form of the Lord, adorned with a cheerful countenance and spoken of by 
her son as worth meditating upon, fixing her thought on the same as a whole as well as in 
parts.(23) With a mind thoroughly depurated by the uninterrupted practice of Devotion, most 
intense dispassion and spiritual enlightenment leading to Brahmahood (oneness with 
Brahma) and resulting from a due performance of one's duties, she then contemplated on 
her own self as projected everywhere, having set aside by the realization of its true nature 
the limitations imposed on it by the modes of Prakriti. (24-25) Her mind being now settled in 
Brahma, the substratum of all the Jivas, who is no other than the Lord, she no more thought 
of herself as a Jiva, and was accordingly rid of all afflictions and attained final beatitude. (26) 
Firmly established in perpetual Samadhi (deep meditation), her misapprehension about the 
reality of the sense-objects now disappeared and she was no more conscious of her body 
than:the man arisen from sleep remembers the body seen in a dream.(27) Her body, though 
nourished by others (the Vidyadhara damsels summoned and lodged in the hermitage by 
her husband to look after her), did not grow lean becatise there was no mental agony. 
Though covered with layers of dirt, it shone through it like a fire enveloped in (a mass of) 
smoke.(28) Her mind being fully merged in Lord Vasudeva, she did not perceive her own 
body—which was completely given up to austerity and Yoga, and was being maintained by 
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Providence—even when her hair got loose and her clothes fell off from her body.(29) 
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In this way, by following the path pointed out by Lord Kapila, she attained before long 
to (the abode of) the Lord, who is eternally free and is no other than the Supreme Spirit or 
Brahma.(30) The most sacred spot where she attained final beatitude, O valiant Vidura, was 
known all over the three worlds by the name of 'Siddhapada’.(31) Her mortal frame, which 
had been purged through Yoga of all its dross, was transformed into a river, which ranks 
foremost among all streams, O gentle Vidura, confers the highest blessings (on those who 
bathe in it) and is (frequently) resorted to by Siddhas.(32) 
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Having taken leave of His mother (Devahiti), Lord Kapila, the great Yogi, proceeded 

towards the north-east from the hermitage of His father.(33) Duly worshipped and offered 
an abode by Ocean himself, He continues (there even to this day) in perfect peace of mind, 
absorbed in deep meditation for the good of all the three worlds, andis (ever) being extolled 
by Siddhas, Caranas (celestial bards), Gandharvas (celestial musicians) and sages as well 
as by hosts of Apsaras (celestial nymphs), and praised by the teachers of Sankhya (Asuri 
and others).(34-35) 
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| have thus narrated to you, dear and sinless Vidura, what you asked me, viz., the holy 
dialogue between Lord Kapila and Devahiti (His mother).(36) He who listens to and 
(similarly) he (too) who expounds this teaching of the (divine) sage Kapila, which is the most 
secret of all the doctrines teaching the ways and means of God-Realization, is able to fix his 
mind on Lord Visnu (who bears on His banner an emblem of Garuda, the king of the birds) 
and attains (proximity) to the Lord's feet. (37) 


Thus ends the thirty-third discourse, forming part of the "Story of Lord Kapila", 
in Book Three of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita, composed by 
the sage Vedavyasa and consisting of 
eighteen thousand Slokas. 


END OF BOOK THREE ~ 
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Book Four 
Discourse | 


The Progeny of Swayambhuva Manu's Daughters 
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Maitreya continued : (Besides his two sons, Priyavrata and Utianapada) three 
daughters were also born to Swayambhuva Manu through Satariipa (his wife). They were 
severally known by the names of Akati, Devahtti and Prasuti. (1) With the concurrence of 
Satardpa he gave away Akiti to Ruci (one of the lords of created beings), treating her as a 


Putrika (a daughter married on the explicit understanding that her first male issue would be 
taken in adoption by her father), even though she (already) had (two) brothers. (2) 
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The worshipful Ruci, who was a lord of created beings and invested with the spiritual 
glory appropriate to a Brahmana, begot through her (Akati) a pair—a male and a female 
child—after propitiating the Lord through his supreme concentration of mind (on the Lord).(3) 
Of them, the male was no other than Lord Visnu, who takes the form of sacrifices, (and was 
also known by the name of Yajfia). And the female was Daksina (representing the sacrificial 
fee), who was apart manifestation of Laksmi (the goddess of fortune) and hence inseparable 
from the Lord. (4) Full of joy, Swayambhuva brought his daughter's son of boundless glory 
to his home (as stipulated), while Ruci accepted Daksina (as his own progeny). (5) Lord 
Yajfia, who is the Ruler of all sacrifices, married Daksina, who longed for Him and was 


(accordingly) much delighted (at her union with Him). The Lord (too) felt (highly) gratified and 
hannt thraiiah her (as manv as) twelve sons. (6) These twelve sons were Tosa, Pratosa, 
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Santosa, Bhadra, Santi, Idaspati, Idhma, Kavi, Vibhu, Swahna, Sudeva and Rocana. (7) It 
was these (twelve sons of Lord Yajfia) who held the office of gods in the Swayambhuva 
Manvantara and were collectively known as the Tusitas. Marici and others figured as the 
(seven) Rsis, while Lord Yajfia Himself filled the place of Indra (the chief of the gods). (8) 
Priyavrata and Uttanapada, who were possessed of great might, were the two sons of 
Manu. Their sons, grandsons and great grandsons as well as their progeny ruled for the 
whole length of that (Swayambhuva) Manvantara. (9) 
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As for Devahiti, his (next) daughter, Manu gave her to sage Kardama (another lord of 
created beings), O dear Vidura. Their Story has already been heard by you from my mouth 
almost in full. (10) And the worshipful Manu gave Prasiti (his third and youngest daughter) 
to Daksa (still another lord of created beings and) a mind-born son of Brahma, whose 
numberiess descendants are spread all over the three worlds. (11) 
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Now hear as | tell you about the sons and grandsons of the nine daughters of the sage 
Kardama, who became the wives of (great) Brahmana sages (the mind-born sons of 
Brahma) and of whom | have already spoken. (12) The daughter of Kardama named Kala, 
the wife of Marici, bore Kasyapa and Purnima, whose race filled the universe. (13) Parnima 
(the younger brother), O Vidura (a chastiser of enemies), begot Viraja and Vigwaga and 
Devakulya (a daughter) who (in her next incarnation) descended in the form of the 
heavenly stream (Ganga) from the waters washing the feet of Lord Visnu.(14) Atri's wife, 
Anasuya, gave birth to three well-renowned sons, Datta (Lord Dattatreya), the sage Durvasa 
and the moon-god, who were severally born as (part) manifestations of Lord Visnu, Lord Siva 
and Brahma (the creator). (15) 

fagt Sara 
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Vidura said: With what intention did the three foremost gods (Brahma, Visnu and Siva), 


who are severally responsible for the (processes of) creation, preservation and destruction 
(of the universe), appear in the house of Atri ? Tell me this, my master. (16) 
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Maitreya replied: Urged by Brahma to multiply creation, the sage Atri, the foremost of 
the knowers of Brahma, removed with his wife to the Rksa mountain, one of the principal 
mountain ranges (of India), intent on practising austere penance. (17) On that mountain, 


clothed with a forest of Palaga and Asoka trees, which was laden with bunches of flowers 
and echoed on all sides with the sound of the waters of the Nirvindhya river falling (on its 
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rocks), the sage subjugated his mind by means of Pranayama (breath-control) andremained 
standing on one foot for a full century, subsisting on the air and defying cold and heat and 
other such pairs of opposites. (18-19) The thought which was foremost in his mind (all the 
time) was : "I resort for protection to Him who is the Lord of the (whole) universe. May He 
bless me with offspring like Himself."(20) 
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Seeing the three worlds being tormented with the fire produced by the fuel of Pranayama 
and issuing from the crown of the sage's head, all the three lords (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) 
went to his hermitage. Their glory was being sung (all the time) by Apsaras (celestial 
nymphs), sages, Gandharvas (celestial musicians) and (other demigods such as) 
Siddhas, Vidyadharas and Nagas. (21-22) His mind being flooded with light by their 
simultaneous appearance, the sage stretched himself up even on one leg and saw the three 
foremost gods seated severally on a swan, Garuda (the king of the birds) and a bull (Nandi 
and distinguished by their characteristic marks (a Kamandalu or water-pot, a discus and a 
trident and so on). He greeted them by falling prostrate on the ground and paid them homage 
with articles of worship (such as water, flowers and so on) in the hollow of his palms, their 
gracious look and smiling faces bearing testimony to their pleasure. The sage closed his 
eyes, which were dazzled by Their splendour, and collecting his mind, which had conceived 
a fondness for them, extolled with joined palms and in sweet and significant words, the three 
gods, who were the greatest of all in the whole universe. (23—26) 
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Atri said : You are (evidently) Brahma, Visnu and Siva, who assume a personality at the 

beginning of every Kalpa (round of creation) with the help of the three Gunas (modes) of 
Maya (Prakrti), divided for the purpose of creation, preservation and destruction of the 
universe. | bow to You all. (Pray tell me,) of You three, who was called by me here? (27) It 
was the one (supreme) Lord, the foremost of all the gods, whose presence here was invoked 
by me in order to be able to beget children. How, then, did You all (condescend to) come 
here—You, who are beyond the reach even of the mind of embodied beings ? Be pleased 
to tell me-(the secret of it); for great is my wonder at this. (28) 
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Maitreya went on : Hearing these words of Atri, the three foremost divinities laughed 
and replied to the sage in sweet accents as follows, O mighty Vidura. (29) 


aa aa Rae wei Aa SU ae ee 


Dis. 1 ] BOOK FOUR 291 


SSSR SRSA SESE SESH TSR Bef BB BB ete tere fe fe Sefer ie tr tro eh etre trie te teeter ertnetrractrrtenicha arn 
SESSSSENSESESSETES STORER REED OR SSR SEI DEERE teneEh nti tthhbhhneerEnrEEmEe EE 
SURANGA se orentage: | aferaniss aS 0 fracaha oF at: 1321 


The Deities said: As you willed, precisely so it must happen; it could not be otherwise. 
For it was your will, O Brahmana—you, who are so true of resolve. We three (taken together) 
represent the truth on which you contemplated. (30) Now there will be born to you, may you 
be blessed, three sons embodying our rays, who will themselves be celebrated throughout 
the world; O-dear sage, and shall spread your fame too. (31) 


We wmat aa sferg: ater: | aurea: Reread: 1321 
SraSTgEM ait fawing atta gater: seceaiet fiatenfeee: Ta: 1331 
Wel waigta: vet RISER eer: | fatiaret ae wet agqedaafern ax 


Having thus granted the boon soughtafter by him, and duly worshipped by the Brah mana 
couple (Atri and his wife), the three Rulers of the gods returned thence (each to His own 
abode) even as the couple stood looking on with wide open eyes. (32) The moon-god was 
born with a portion of Brahma, while Dattatreya, a Master of Yoga, appeared with a ray of 
Lord Visnu and the sage Durvasa represented a portion of Lord Sankara. (Now) hear of the 
progeny of the sage Angira (another mind-born son of Brahma). (33) Angira's wife, Sraddha, 
gave birth to four daughters—Sinivali, Kuh and Raka, Anumati being the fourth.* (34) 
Besides these, they had a couple of sons too, who attained celebrity in the Swarocisa(next) 
Manvantara—the really worshipful Utathya and the sage Brhaspati (the preceptor of the 
gods), who was the foremost of the knowers of Brahma. (35) Pulastya (the fourth mind-born 
son of Brahma) begot through his wife, Havirbhd, the sage Agastya, who took the form of 
the gastral fire in his next incarnation; and the great ascetic Visrava was his second son. (36) 
Of the latter was born the (celebrated) god Kubera (the god of riches), the lord of the Yaksas 
(a class of demigods), son of Idavida; while (the world-renowned demons) Ravana, 
Kumbhakarna and Vibhisana were born to his other wife (Kesini). (37) Pulaha's virtuous wife, 
Gati, bore three sons—Karmasrestha, Variyan and Sahisnu, O talented Vidura. (38) Even 
so Kratu's wife, Kriya, brought forth sixty-thousand Sages collectively known as the 
Valakhilyas, all burning with spiritual glow appropriate to a Brahmana. (39) By (his wife) Grja, 
O chastiser of enemies, Vasistha (the seventh son of Brahma) had seven sons, Citraketu 
and others, who all turned out to be pure-hearted Brahmana sages. (40) They were Citraketu, 
Suroci, Viraja, Mitra, Ulbana, Vasubhrdyana and Dyuman. He had other sons too, Sakti and 
so on (by another wife). (41) Atharva's wife, citti (Santi), got a son, Dadhici, also known 


* Of the four daughters of Angira, and Sraddha, Sinivall is the deity presiding over the fourteenth day of a dark fortnight, 
while Kuhd presides over the fifteenth; even so Raka presides over the full-moon day and Anumati over the fourteenth day of 
every bright fortnight. 
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as ASwasira, who had taken a vow of austere penance. (Now) hear from me of Bhrgu's 
race. (42) 
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The illustrious sage Bhrgu begot through his wife, Khyati, two sons, Dhata and Vidhata, 

and a daughter named Sri (a part manifestation of goddess Laksmi), who was devoted to 
the Lord. (43) The sage Meru severally gave away his two daughters, Ayati and Niyati, to 
these (two sons of Bhrgu). By them (Ayati and Niyati) Dnata and Vidhata severally had (two 
sons) Mrkanda and Prana. (44) (The celebrated sage) Markandeya was the son of Mrkanda,. 
while the sage Vedasira was sprung from the loins of Prana. The sage Bhrgu had one more 
son, Kavi by name, who had the worshipful USana (the sage Sukracarya, the preceptor of 
the demons), for his son. (45) The above-mentioned sages too (in their turn) peopled the 
(different) worlds with their descendants, O Vidura. | have thus given you an account of the 
progeny of Kardama's grandsons (daughters' sons), which is the best and quickest means 
of driving away the sins of a man who would listen to it with reverence. (46) 
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Daksa, another (mind-born) son of Brahma, accepted the hand of Prasiati, (the third) 
daughter of Swayambhuva Manu (as already mentionedin verse 11 above), and through her 
he begot sixteen fair-eyed daughters. (47) Daksa gave away thirteen (of them) to Dharma 
(the god of piety), another to Agni (the fire-god), still another to (all) the Pitrs (manes) 
combined and the last one to Bhava (Lord Siva), who cuts asunder the bonds of worldly 
life.(48) Sraddha, Maitri, Daya, Santi, Tusti, Pusti, Kriya, Unnati, Buddhi, Medha, Titiksa, Hri 
and Murti are (the names of) Dharma's wives. (49) (Of these) Sraddha bore Subha; Maitri, 
Prasada; Daya, Abhaya; Santi, Sukha; Tusti, Mud (a daughter); and Pusti gave birth to 
Smaya. (50) (Even so) Kriya brought forth Yoga; Unnati, Darpa; Buddhi, Artha; Medha, Smrti 
(a female child); Titiksa, Ksema; Hri a son called Prasraya.* (51) And Marti, who is a mine 
ofall virtues, bore the (divine) sages Nara and Narayana, on (the occasion of) whose descent 
(on earth) the whole world rejoiced, highly pleased, and the minds (of the people) as well as 


* Twelve of the thirteen wives of Dharma are the deities presiding over virtues and menial states and other phenomena 
of the same name, viz., reverence, friendliness (towards all), compassion, calmness of mind, complacence, prosperity, formal 
worship, advancement, prudence, intelligence, forbearance and modesty. The progeny of these are also embodiments of 
similar other virtues, mental states and phenomena which are the direct outcome of the previous ones. They are in order good 
fortune, placidity, fearlessness, happiness, joy, pride, concentration of mind, arrogance, opulence, understanding, peace of 
mind and civility. 
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the quarters, the winds, rivers and mountains (all) became placid and tranquil. (52-53) 
Musical instruments played in heaven, showers of flowers rained, sages offered their praises 
(highly) gratified, the Gandharvas and Kinnaras sang and celestial women danced. (In this 
way) there was supreme felicity and Brahma (the creator) and all the other divinities waited 
on the Lord with songs of praised. (54-55) 
aT Hy: 
at aren ferfat fromnsserité @ easel Tereraaronrey | 
Ur oeniaet cefaqiiare sgseex yew au: WT 146 | 
Wisi fatter gem waa a: Gena: | 
Faw flea  aaiifteanns farmanfaraq 149 | 
The gods said : Obeisance to that Supreme Person who manifested in His Self this 
universe created by His own Maya (delusive potency), even like the phenomenal 
appearances in the sky, and who has appeared today in the house of Dharma (the god of 
piety) in the yonder form of a Sage in order to reveal that Self. (56) May He whose true 
nature can only be inferred be pleased to look on us, the gods—who have been created 
by Him by means of Sattva (the principle of goodness and harmony) in order to put an end 
to any disturbance in the orderly existence of the world—with an eye full of compassion, 
an eye which outvies the shining lotus, which is the abode of beauty (or the home of 
Laksmi, the goddess of beauty). (57) 
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Thus extolled and honoured by the gods, who were blessed by Their sight, dear Vidura, 
the two divine sages (Nara and Narayana) left for the Gandhamadana mountain. (58) It is 
those two part manifestations of Lord Sri Hari that appeared in this world, with a view to 
relieving the earth of its burden, in the person of Sri Krsna, the Ornament of the Yadus, and 
Arjuna (also known by the name of Krsna because of his swarthy complexion), the foremost 
of the Kurus. (59) 


Swaha (the spouse of the fire-god) bore three sons—Pavaka, Pavamana and Suci—all 
of whom are deities presiding over fire and partake of the sacrificial offerings. (60) From 
these, again, sprang up forty andfive other fire-gods. It is these (forty-five) together with their 
fathers and grandfather (mentioned in the preceding verse), that make the forty-nine fire- 
gods. (61) These are the (forty-nine Sacred) fires in whose names Istis (sacrifices on a small 
scale) intended for the propitiation of the fire-god are undertaken during Vedic sacrificial 
performances by men well-versed in the Vedas. (62) 


afagrn aféve: ahen: far smear: | aeisvwaeat uch aaa wart 163 
The Agniswattas, the Barhisads, the Saumyas and the Ajyapas—these are (the four 
main divisions of) the Pitrs (the eternal manes). They are either Sagnika (receiving libations 
of water through the sacred fire) or Niragnika (receiving libations of water without such 
medium). Swadha, daughter of Daksa, is their common spouse. (63) 
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Swadha bore them a couple of daughters, Dharini and Vayuna, both of whom not only 
mastered the scriptures but also attained spiritual wisdom, and further taught such spiritual 
wisdom. (64) Sati (Daksa's youngest daughter and) the Consort of Bhava (Lord Siva), was 
devoted to Lord Bhava, but did not geta son resembling her in good qualities and character. 
For, while yet very young, she dropped her body of her own accord by dint of Yoga 


(concentration of mind), ina spirit of indignation against her father (Daksa) on account of his 
antagonism against Lord Bhava, who had done him no wrong. (65-66) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the Dialogue between Vidura and Maitreya, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse Il 
Ill feeling between Lord Siva and Daksa 
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Vidura said: How did Daksa, who was (so) fond of his daughters, happen to bear ill-will 
towards Lord Bhava, the foremost among those possessed of an amiable disposition, 
disregarding his own daughter, Sati (1) Who would bear enmity and how could anyone bear 
enmity to Him, the Teacher of the whole animate and inanimate creation, who bears enmity 
to none, is possessed of a tranquil personality, delights in His own Self and is the highest 
object of veneration to the (whole) universe ? (2) Be pleased to tell me, holy sage, what led 
to such bitterness of feeling between the son-in-law (Lord Siva) and the father-in-law 
(Daksa), as compelled Sati to give up her very life, which is so difficult to part with? (3) 
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Maitreya replied: (Once) of old all foremost seers and sages as wellas hosts of divinities 
including the gods presiding over the sacred fires assembled with their attendants in a 
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Sacrificial session held by the Prajapatis (lords of created beings). (4) Daksa too appeared 
there, shining like the sun and illumining the grand assembly by his splendour. With their 
mind overwhelmed by his brilliance, (all) those assembled there, including the deities 
presiding over the sacrificial fires, rose from their seats when they saw him, excepting, of 
course, Brahma (his father) and Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe). (5-6) Duly 
honoured by the superintending priests, the worshipful Daksa bowed to Brahma, the 
progenitor of the universe, and took his seat with the latter's permission. (7) 
mehr ys aE AWPSMeed: | Sart ant wapatafadier aefrai ¢ 1 

Seeing Lord Sankara (the Delighter of the world) already seated, and receiving no 
attention from Him, Daksa grew indignant. He looked with angry eyes at Siva as if he would 
burn Him, and exclaimed :(8) 
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“Listen to me, O Brahmana sages along with the gods (presenthere) including the deities 
presiding over the sacred fires, as | speak to you about the conduct of pious souls neither 
from ignorance nor from spite. (9) This shameless fellow has wrecked the fame of the 
guardians of the various spheres inasmuch as the arrogant man has violated the path 
trodden by the virtuous. (10) He has become a veritable son to me ever since he accepted 
the hand of my daughter, who is another Savitri (the consort of Brahma) as it were, in the 
presence of Brahmanas and the sacred fire like a good-natured soul. (11) Though he has 
taken the hand of that fawn-eyed girl, this monkey-eyed fellow did not show due courtesy 
to me even by word of mouth, when (as a matter of fact) he ought to have risen from his seat 
and greeted me. (12) To this haughty and impure person, who has not only abandoned all 
pious acts but has outstepped all bounds of propriety, | gave away the girl, though unwilling 
to do so, even as one would impart the sacred word (Veda) to a Sidra (who has been 
declared by the scriptures as unqualified to receive it). (18) Surrounded by spirits and troops 
of ghosts, with his hair scattered about, now laughing and now crying, he roves about 
uncovered like a madman in frightful crematories (the abodes of spirits). (14) Bathed in the 
ashes of funeral piles and adorned with a garland of skulls (befitting spirits) and wearing 
ornaments of human bones, he is really inauspicious, though bearing the appellation of Siva 
(all-auspicious). (Ever) drunk (himself), he is fond of drunken people andis the lord of goblins 
and-ghosts, who are purely Tamasika (wicked) by nature. (15) At the instance of Brahma, 
alas ! | gave away my virtuous girl to such an impure and evil-minded person, the lord of 
ghosts." (16) 


aaz sary 
fared oe fifteesdiomafiem caisor area HE: WH Tams ie 


296 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 2 


SS ke kh od HRHKKHLAAR HHPAHASHAAAHHAHSAHESSEAAHeHERSSEE 


PREACHES LLL LESS SSS TET eeeeeeoeenwnaaa—aeaeaereeeee 


ad oq wean gettaeivia:i ce ani a sual sadam: 124! 
fife: a weeqeden fifera fag a 
autem faqgrepie aie fat Paar 1ee 


Maitreya continued : Having thus reviled Lord Siva (who has His abode on Mount 
Kailasa and) who remained unmoved without the least show of resistance, Daksa now 
sipped alittle water and indignantly proceeded to curse Him:—(17) "Yonder Bhava, the vilest 
among the gods, shall no longer get a share in the sacrificial offerings along with the other 
gods such as Indra (the lord of paradise), Upendra (Lord Visnu manifested in the form of a 
dwarf, so-called because of His being a younger brother of Indra) and so on." (18) Having 
pronounced this imprecation upon Lord Siva, though warned against such a course by the 
leading members of the assembly, Daksa left the place, highly enraged, and returned to his 
own abode, O scion of Kuru. (19) 
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Having come to know of this execration, Nandiswara, the foremost of Lord Siva's 
attendants, grew wild with rage and uttered a terrible curse on Daksa as well as on those 
(other) Brahmanas who had countenancedhis blasphemy. (20) "This fool, who makes much 
of his mortal frame and bears enmity to the divine Siva—who has no vindictive spirit in Him— 
and looks upon the body etc., (which is other than the self) as his own self, shall have his 
face turned away from the Truth. (21) Attached to his home, the duties pertaining to which 
involve the practice of many a self-deception, in the search for carnal pleasures, and 
deprived of his judgment by attractive promises contained in the Vedas (such as the text- 
promising eternal happiness to those who perform the sacrifice called Caturmasya” ), he 
remains engaged in elaborate rituals. (22) With his mind ever contemplating on the son-self 
as the self, Daksa has forgotten the true nature of his self and is (no better than) a brute. He 
shall, therefore, be excessively fond of women and shall have his head forthwith changed 
into that of a goat. (23) This stupid fellow—who regards ignorance in the form of addiction 
to rituals as wisdom and has slighted Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe)—and those 
who follow him shall be born in this world again and again. (24) With their mind bewildered 
by the alluring, sweet and profuse odour (in the shape of the promises of happiness) emitted 
by the flowery texts of the Vedas, these enemies of Hara (Lord Siva) shall remain infatuated 
(for ever). (25) Eating anything and everything (making no distinction between what is worth 
eating and whatis not) and devoted to learning, austerity and sacred vows only for the sake 
of their livelihood, the Brahmanas shall wander in this world as beggars, finding delight only 
in wealth, physical comforts and the gratification of their senses." (26) 
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Hearing him thus pronounce a curse upon the Brahmana race, the sage Bhrgu uttered 
a counter-curse, which was difficult to revoke, being the punishment inflicted by a 
Brahmana:—(27) "They who observe vows sacred to Bhava and (likewise) those who 
follow there latter shall become heretics and act contrary to (the injunctions of) the true 
scriptures.(28) Only those who have cast all purity to the winds, are silly-minded and wear 
matted locks, ashes and bones shall get themselves initiated in the cult of Siva-worship, 
where wine and other spirituous liquor will be held in high esteem. (29) Because you 
denounce the Vedas, which lay down the bounds of propriety for men (following the conduct 
prescribed for the different grades of society and stages in life) and thereby preserve the 
society (from disruption), as well as the Brahmanas (the custodians of the Vedas), therefore 
(it seems) you have embraced the creed of heretics. (30) The path chalked out by the Vedas 
is the eternal and the only blessed path for the people—a path which has been trodden by 
the ancients and has the authority of Janardana (Lord Visnu). (31) Condemning as you do 
the Vedas, which constitute the supremely faultless and eternal path of the virtuous, do you 
take to the path of heretics, where that lord of the ghosts is the Deity." (32) 
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Maitreya went on : While Bhrgu was thus uttering his imprecation, Lord Bhava along 
with his retinue left the assembly hall, a bit disconsolate at heart as it were. (33) The lords 
of created beings, O Vidura (a great archer), duly carried on the sacrifice for a thousand 
years—the sacrifice in which Sri Hari, the Supreme Being, was the Deity worshipped. (34) 
At the conclusion of the sacrifice they took their bath in the Ganga where it is joined by the 


Yamuna and, with their mind and body cleansed of all impurities, they all returned therefrom 
each to his own abode. (35) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled "Daksa's Imprecation" 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


MON Sie 


[564] B. M. 12— 


298 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 3 


AERA HAEARESS SHER RESELSSESEM LRA SHH HALL AASHHHL LARA SSS HHL LAAAAAHEHHHHEAHAHH HSH 


Ia qaraseara: 


Discourse Ill 


Sati insists on joining the sacrificial festival at her father's 
aay sara 
wa fafgadita art a fieooet:isme: sarenfa quenced 2 | 
aetna ae AAT sero 4 adermfoes Batsad! 2 | 
SI a ame ssn wigeaicad a TAY mA! 2 | 
af ometa: wd fafifagqean: | sen Ts Aaa: |X | 
agay aM Ge eTATL Ari aaraot eat fiqeareraei & | 
gaat: wadt feeaq sueaaciera: | fanart: ase Penaudt: Yaraa: | & | 
a Sioa cteratisgueen: ua 6 yaoi «| aaa | © | 
Maitreya resumed: While Lord Siva (the son-in-law) and Daksa (the father-in-law) thus 
continued to bear lasting enmity to each other, a very long time elapsed. (1) Now that Daksa 
was installed by Brahma, the highest of the gods, as the chief of all the lords of created 
beings, he was puffed up with pride. (2) Having performed a Vajapeya sacrifice, and insulted 
(by his overbearing demeanour) those who were most skilled in sacred knowledge, he (now) 
commenced the greatest of all sacrifices, known by the name of Brhaspati-Sava.* (3) In that 
sacrifice all the Brahmana seers as well as celestial sages, manes and gods were adorned 
with all kinds of jewels; and their wives too were similarly adorned along with their 
husbands.(4) At that time Goddess Sati, daughter of Daksa, heard of the great sacrificial 
festival at her father's from the mouth of heavenly beings who were passing through the air 
and talking loudly (of that festival). (5) She also saw charming spouses of demigods 
(Gandharvas and Yaksas) with rolling eyes, dressed in fine costumes and adorned with 
polished ear-rings and wearing gold ornaments round their necks, flying in their aerial cars 
with their husbands from all directions past her own abode. In her eagerness (to join the 
festival) she (thus) spoke to her Consort, God Siva (the lord of the ghosts). (6-7) 
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* Itis laid down in the Srutis that after performing a Vajapeya sacrifice one should next undertake what is known as a 
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Sati said: | hear a grand sacrificial festival has been set on foot at the residence of Your 
father-in-law, the lord of created beings. Let us also move thither, if You so desire, O 
Vamadeva; these heavenly beings are (all) going there. (8) My sisters will surely attendit with 
their husbands in their eagerness to see their kinsfolk. | too long to be there with You and 
receive the presents that will be bestowed (on me by my parents). (9) There | hope to see 
my own sisters, the esteemed of their spouses, as well as my mother's sisters and (above 
all) my own mother, whose mind is so full of affection for me, for all of whom my heart has 
been yearning for a long time. And | shall also see, my blissful lord, the great sacrifice which 
is being performed by eminent seers. (10) (Undoubtedly) this wonderful creation, consisting 
of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) and brought forth by Your own Maya, appears 
in You. Nevertheless |, a pitiable woman, and ignorant of Your reality, long to see my native 
place, O birthless Siva (the ultimate source of the universe). (11) Behold, my birthless lord, 
other women (in no way connected with my parents), also richly adorned, going with their 
consorts in large numbers. The sky looks charming with their moving aerial cars, white as 
swans, O Lord with a dark spot in the throat (caused by swallowing a most deadly poison 
in the interest of the world* ). (12) How can the (mind and) body of a daughter remain 
unmoved, O Chief of the gods, on hearing of a festivity at the house of her parents? People 
go to the house of their husband, preceptor, parents and other near and dear ones even 
uninvited. (13) Therefore, compassionate as You are, be pleased to grant this desire of mine, 
O immortal lord! Though possessed of infinite wisdom, You have located me in the (left) half 
of Your person (and accepted the appellation of Ardhanarigwara); (therefore) do me this 
favour as entreated by me. (14) 
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The sage resumed: Thus importuned by His beloved spouse, Siva (the Lord of Kailasa), 
who is so loving to His relations, was reminded of the shaft-like words of reproach that Daksa 


nad uttered in the presence of the other lords of created beings, and which were cutting to 
the quick. He, therefore, laughed and made the following reply. (15) 
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“Vide verses 40—43 of Discourse VII of Book Eight. 
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The Lord said: It has been well said by you, O good lady, that people go to their relations 
even uninvited; but this happens only when the latter's mind is not tainted with malice due 
to excessive arrogance and anger born of self-identification with the body. (16) The pride of 
the arrogant is heightened and their mind perverted by learning, austerity, opulence, a 
charming personality, youth and pedigree, which are the six embellishments for the noble 
but a curse to the most wicked; and deprived of their judgment, they fail to perceive the glory 
of the most exalted. (17) Considering them as one's own relations, one should never visit the 
house of such men of unsteady judgment, who view their visitors with a suspicious mind and 
with angry and frowning eyes. (18) One whose body has been mutilated with arrows by the’ 
enemy does not feel the same torture as he who has been cut to the quick by the abusive 
words of his own people having a malignant mind. For, while the former is able to sleep (on 
receiving proper treatment and nursing), the latter suffers from heartache day and night. (19) 
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You are surely the most beloved and esteemed of all the daughters of Daksa (the lord 
of created beings) of exalted rank, my charming lady; yet you will not receive the attention 
of your father because of your connection with Me, which is a source of great torment to 
him.(20) He whose heartis burning (with jealousy) and who feels troubled in mind at the sight 
of the glories of those exalted souls who stand as a witness to the mind of a Jiva (embodied 
soul), is unable easily to ascend the supreme heights reached by them and merely hates 
them even as the demons hate Sri Hari. (21) 
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As regards exchange of formalities in the shape of rising from one's seat and advancing 
to meet a friend, respectful behaviour and salutation etc., O slender-waisted lady, it is 
properly done only by the wise, who do all this mentally with respect to the Supreme Person 
dwelling in every heart, and not to him who regards the body as his own self. (22) It is the 
absolutely pure mind which is termed as ‘Vasudeva’, because it is there that the Supreme 


Person is realized in His unmasked glory. It is in (the shrine of) such a mind that | wait upon 
with obeisance Lord Vasudeva, who is beyond sense-perception. (23) Therefore, you 
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should never look at the face of Daksa—even though he is your father, your very 
procreator—nor of those who are devoted to him, because he bears ill-will to me and offered 
indignity to me by abusing me, O charming lady, when | visited the sacrifice performed by 
the lords of created beings, even though | did no wrong to him. (24) If you ignore my advice 
and go there, no good will come to you thereby. For, when a man who is held in high esteem 
suffers indignity at the hands of a relation, the affront forthwith causes his death. (25) 


Thus ends the third discourse, forming part of the Dialogue between Goddess Uma and 
Lord Rudra, in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sati burns herself with the fire of Yoga 
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Maitreya continued: Having said this much, Lord Sankara (the Bestower of happiness) 
became silent; for He thought the death of His consort was inevitable in either case (whether 
she proceeded to her father's house or stayed behind). (As for the latter) she swung like a 
pendulum, (now) sallying forth in her eagerness to see her relations and (now) returning for 


fear of Lord Siva (the Source of the universe). (1) Vexed at the thwarting of her desire to see 
her relations and overpowered with emotion, she burst into tears and wept. Shaking with 
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anger, Sati (the spouse of Lord Bhava) looked at her peerless lord, Bhava, as if she would 
burn Him. (2) Thereafter, with a heart tormented by grief and anger and her judgment 
clouded by her womanish nature, and heaving deep sighs, she proceeded to her parents' 
home, leaving Lord Sankara, the beloved of the saints, who had fondly given her half of His 
body. (3) The servants of Lord Siva (who is characterized by three eyes)—Maniman, Mada 
and others—accompanied by His own personal attendants and Yaksas, followed her apace 
in thousands, placing Nandiswara (the chief of the bulls, the mount of Lord Siva) at their head 
and free from remorse (at theirparting from the Lord, because they could not bear to see Sati 
going without escort). (4) Placing her on (the back of) the chief of the bulls, they travelled (as 
her escort), duly equipped with her Sarika (a thrushlike bird generally brought up as a pet 
by ladies of high rank), ball (to play with), looking-glass and lotus flower, white umbrella, 
chowrie and wreath etc., (as insignia of royalty) * and kettledrums, conchs, flutes and other 
accompaniments of music. (5) Sati (presently reached her destination and) entered the 
sacrificial grounds, where Vedic hymns were being chanted in every direction, giving rise to 
a keen contest (among the Brahmanas reciting the Vedas), nay, which were crowded with 
Brahmana seers and divinities on all sides and strewn with utensils of clay, wood, iron, gold, 
KuSa grass and hides. (6) Afraid of Daksa (the sacrificer), who treated her with disrespect, 
nobody bestowed any attention on her when she arrived there, excepting of course her 
sisters and mother, who gladly and fondly embraced her, their throats choked with tears of 
love. (7) Not addressed kindly by her father, Sati did not accept the presents or the exalted 
seat lovingly offered by her mother and mother's sisters; nor did she receive (with a glad 
heart) the enquiries of her sisters about her health, even though they were couched in a most 
appropriate language. (8) 
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Seeing that no share of the sacrificial offerings had been allotted to Rudra (Lord Siva) 
and that her father (Daksa) had shown great disrespect towards the omniscient Lord, and 
herself slighted in the sacrificial assembly, Sati (a lady in supreme authority) flew into a rage 
as if she would burn (all) the worlds with her fury. (9) Controlling by her command the hosts 
of ghosts (that had accompanied her and) who had sprung on their feet (to kill Daksa), she 
proceeded to reproach that enemy of Lord Siva—whose vanity had been tickled by his 
proficiency in the ritual—in accents faltering with anger within the hearing of the whole world 
(all those assembled there). (10) 
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* Lord Siva being one of the eight Lokapalas (regents of the quarters), Safi is depicted here as enjoying royal honours. 
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The worshipful goddess said: None other than you would antagonize Him (Lord Siva), 
who is unsurpassed in this world, to whom no one is dear or hateful, who is the beloved Self 
of all embodied beings, nay, who is the cause of all and is free from enmity. (11) People like 
you, O Brahmana, discover faults even in the virtues of others; but there are some pious 
souls who never do so. The greatest of all are they who are wont to magnify even the most 
trifling virtues (of others). You, however, have found fault even with such people. (12) It is 
no wonder that those ignoble souls who declare the material body—which is no better than 
acorpse—as the self, always indulge in maliciously reveling exalted souls. Such a behaviour 
befits those people, since their glory is obscured by the dust of feet of those exalted souls. 
(Failing to reach the heights of glory attained by such exalted souls, they try to hide their 
shame by vilifying these people). (13) You hate Lord Siva of sacred renown, whose 
command is inviolable, nay, whose (celebrated) name of two syllables (SIVA), uttered with 
the tongue even once and that too casually, immediately wipes out the sins of men (who utter 
them) ! You are a coursed indeed. (14) You bear enmity to that Befriender of the universe, 
whose lotus-feet are not only resorted to by the bee-like minds of exalted souls, thirsting for 
honey in the shape of the joy of absorption in Brahma (the Absolute), but also shower the 
blessings sought after by interested people. (15) 
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Do not people other than you, such as Brahma (the creator) and others, who place on 
their heads flowers etc., dropped from His feet, know Him to be inauspicious, though bearing 
the appellation of Siva (all-auspicious)—Him who lived in the company of fiends in 
crematories, throwing about His matted locks and wearing on His person the wreaths lying 
there as well as the ashes (of funeral piles) and human skulls? (16) A man should shut his 
ears and leave the place where his master—a defender of righteousness—is being 
vituperated by unbridled men, in case he is powerless (to take the life of the reviler or to lay 
down his own life); or, if he has the power, he should forcibly cut off the vile tongue that 
indulges in such blasphemy, and then give up his own life as well (if need be). Such is the 
course of duty. (17) Therefore, | shall no longer retain this body, begotten of you, a vilifier 


of Lord Siva (the dark-necked) ! For the wise declare that one gets purified only by vomiting 
the impure food consumed through ignorance. (18) The mind of a great sage reveling in his 


304 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 4 


PREAH ARE AAA AEE HHH HSH SAH HESS HEARSE HALES SHAH LSE THEE LEAH HHH LAHSA 


own Self does not (invariably) follow the utterances of the Vedas (in the form of injunctions 
and interdictions). Just as the movements of an immortal and a human being vary (while the 
one can tread on air, the other can walk on solid ground alone), even so the ways of the 
enlightened and the ignorant are not alike. Therefore, while holding fast exclusively to one's 
own duty, one should never cast aspersions against another. (19) Activity in the shape of 
performing one's religious duties (pouring oblations into the sacred fire and so on) and that 
consisting of pursuits carried on in retirement (such as the control of one's mind and senses 
etc.) are equally right, both being prescribed in the Vedas severally for the two types of men, 
the one characterized by worldly attachment and the other by its absence, as willappearfrom 
the fact that the two are found incompatible in an agent practising both at a time. (But even 
as the one duty is not incumbent on the other type of men) so no duty of any kind devolves 
on Lord Siva (who is the same as Brahma). (20) 
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The natural gifts (mystic powers) possessed by us, O father, cannot be acquired by you. 
They are not extolled in sacrificial halls by creatures following the path of ritual and gratified 
with the food offered in sacrifices; for their origin is unknown (depending as they do on our 
will) and they are enjoyed only by the knowers of Brahma. (21) | have no longer any use for 
this body of ignoble birth, sprung as it is from the loins of one who has sinned against Lord 
Siva (the Destroyer of the universe). Away, away with it ! | am ashamed of my relationship 
with a vile man. Accursed be the birth from him who offends against exalted souls. (22) When 
Lord Siva (whose banner bears the device of a bull) calls me (jocularly) by the name of 
Daksayani (Daksa's daughter)—an appellation derived from your name, | shall feel deeply 
piqued, and forget all mirth and smile. Therefore, | will forthwith cast off this corpse-like body 
begotten of you (so that no such occasion may arise). (23) 


ade ema firdrfe fed aoe yarteanffearai24! 
Wa wee Net wee ae | aantftaagee 
frereactt, cater Ret eee referer 126 | 
m7: wiser wrenifadt = am 
aeet Set oes: adt wa: seas aafienier ie! 


Maitreya went on: Having thus addressed Daksa in the sacrificial assembly, O Vidura 
(queller of enemies in the shape of lust, anger and so on), Sati sat down silent on the floor, 
facing the north. She sipped (some) water (by way of purification), wrapped herself with a 
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yellow piece of linen, closed Her eyes and resorted to the device of shedding the body after 
the manner of the Yogis. (24) Having steadied herself in a squatting posture, she brought 
the Prana and Apana airs on the same level (at the navel) and forcing the Udana* air 
upwards from the mystical circle at the navel, held it in the region of the heart along with the 
intellect. Thereafter the irreproachable lady drew the air thus held in the region of the heart 
to the middle of her eyebrows through her throat. (25) Thus intending to drop her body— 
which had been lovingly placed on the lap more than once by Lord Siva (the most adored 
even of exalted souls)—as a mark of displeasure against Daksa (her father), the strong- 
willed lady summoned the presence of air and fire in her limbs through (deep) concentration 
of mind. (26) Thereafter Sati was so completely absorbed in enjoying with her mind the honey 
of the lotus-feet of her lord (Bhagavan Sankara), the Preceptor of the whole world, that she 
perceived none else. She was thereby rid of the last traces of impurity (in the shape of the 
consciousness that she was a daughter of Daksa) and her body was soon ablaze with the 
fire produced by deep meditation. (27) 
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There ensued in the heavens as well as on the earth a tremendous uproar among those 
who witnessed this most extraordinary event : "Alas | angered by Daksa (her own father), 
Goddess Sati, the beloved spouse of the most adorable Divinity (Lord Siva), has given up 
the ghost ! (28) Ah, look at the enormous wickedness of this lord of created beings, who is 
the father of all these mobile and immobile creatures, and slighted by whom Sati, his own 
high-souled daughter, gave up her life—Sati, who ever deserved honour at his hands ! (29) 
Possessed of a jealous heart and an enemy of the Supreme Spirit, he will incur great infamy 
in the world. People will say that this Siva-hater did not forbid his own begotten child when 
she was preparing to die because of the ill-treatment received from him !" (30) 
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While the people were observing thus Sati's attendants, who saw the wonderful self- 
mmolation rose with uplifted weapons to kill Daksa. (31) Seeing the vehemence of their 
onrush, the worshipful Bhrgu poured oblations into the fire known by the name of Daksinagni, 
reciting the text of the Yajurveda possessing the efficacy of killing those who are out to wreck 

a sacrifice. (82) While the sage Bhrgu (the priest officiating at the sacrifice) was pouring 
oblations, heavenly beings called the Rbhus, who had attained to (the sphere of) the moon- 
god by dint of their austere penance, rose (from the sacrificial pit) in thousands with great 


* For a clear conception of these airs, vide the foot-note below Ill vi. 9 (p. 175). 
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force. (33) Beaten by these (divinities), who were armed with firebrands and resplendent with 
the spiritual glow investing a holy Brahmana, all the Pramathas (attendants of Lord Siva) 
along with the Guhyakas (Yaksas, attendants of Kubera, the god of riches) ran away in 
various directions. (34) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse entitled "The Self-immolation of Sati" 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse V 


Virabhadra wrecks Daksa's sacrifice and beheads him 
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Maitreya continued : Lord Siva's fury knew no bounds when He learnt from Narada that 
Sati (His spouse) had burnt herself to death on being slighted by Daksa (a lord of created 
beings) and that the host of His own attendants had been driven away by the Rbhus, who 
had appeared from Daksa's sacrifice. (1) Sharply biting His lips in rage, Lord Siva (who bore 
a heavy burden of matted locks on His head) pulled up one of those clotted locks, which 
shone brightly like a flash of lightning or as a flame of fire and, springing on His feet all at 
once, laughed with a deep roar and dashed the lock against the ground. (2) From that lock 
sprang a colossal being (Virabhadra by name) whose (tall) figure touched the skies, who 
was possessed of a thousand arms and, dark like a cloud, had three eyes bright as the sun, 
fierce teeth and matted hair shining like flaming fire, wore a garland of skulls and was armed 
with various uplifted weapons. (3) When he prayed with joined palms, "(Command me) what 
to do!" Lord Siva (the lord of the spirits) said, "You being My part manifestations, O valiant 


Rudra, lead My warriors (against Daksa) and dispose of Daksa and his sacrifice." (4) 
Enjoined thus by the wrathful Rudra (who is anger personified), he went round (as a mark 
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of respect) the all-pervading Lord, the adored of (all ) the gods (and departed). At that time 
he thought himself, by virtue of his irresistible force, as capable of braving the might of the 
most powerful, O dear Vidura. (5) He thundered most terribly and, lifting his trident, which 
was Capable of destroying even Death (the destroyer of the universe), ran (towards Daksa's 
abode), followed by the attendants of Sri Rudra—who were (all) roaring violently—the 
anklets about his ankles making a jingling sound (even as he trod on the earth). (6) 
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Seeing dust in the northern quarter, the priests officiating at the sacrifice, the sacrificer 
(Daksa), those assembled there and all the (other) Brahmanas and their wives thought on 
the other side:"What can this darkness be? Whence has this dust come? (7) Winds are not 
blowing and there are certainly no robbers; for (king) Pracinabarhi, who rules with an iron 
rod is (still) alive. Nor is it the time for cows being hurriedly taken back (from the pastures). 
Whence is this (cloud of) dust (then)? Is the world preparing for its doom (just) now ?" (8) 
Troubled in mind, Prasiti (Daksa's wife) and the other ladies observed, "This is nothing but 
the (evil) consequence of the wrong perpetrated by Daksa (the lord of created beings), who 
before the very eyes of his (other) daughters slighted his innocent daughter, Sati! (9) (Or 
it may be the fruit of the offence committed against Sri Rudra, the god of destruction) who 
dances at the time of (universal) destruction, throwing about the tuft of His matted hair and 
extending His banner-like arms equipped with uplifted weapons, when the lords of elephants 
presiding over the quarters are pierced by the prongs of His trident and the quarters rent with 
His thunder-like peals of laughter. (10) Nay, possessed of a dazzling splendour and filled 
with anger, He assumes an unbearable aspect by His knit brows, and the whole group of 
constellations is scattered by His frightful teeth. Having angered Him can any one fare well 
even if the individual provoking Him is the creator himself ?" (11) 
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While the people were saying many such things with perturbation in their eyes, there 
appeared on all sides in the heavens as well as on earth again and again thousands of ill- 
. omens of the worst type, causing fear even to the strong-minded Daksa. (12) By this time, 
O Vidura, the followers of Rudra, who were (all) armed with various uplifted weapons and 
were dwarfish in stature, some red-brown and other tawny of hue, and had bellies and faces 
resembling those of an alligator, ran up in all directions and surrounded that spacious 
sacrificial ground. (13) Some broke the beam resting on the eastern and western pillars (of 
the sacrificial hall), while others destroyed the apartment reserved for the wives of the 
sacrificer and the priests (to the west of the sacrificial hall) as well as the assembly-hall (in 
front of the sacrificial hall), the cottage (in front of the assembly-hall) where clarified butter 
and other substances poured into the sacrificial fire are stored, the hut occupied by the 
sacrificer himself and the kitchen. (14) Some smashed the sacrificial vessels and extin- 
guished the sacred fires, while others urinated in the sacrificial pits and snapped the cotton 
threads marking the boundaries of the sacrificial dais (in the north). (15) Some molested the 
hermits, while others threatened the wives (of the sacrificer and the priests) and still others 
seized the divinities who were sitting close to them, even though they tried to run away. (16) 
Maniman bound the sage Bhrgu; Virabhadra, Daksa (the lord of created beings) himself; 
Candisa, the god Pisa (one of the twelve sons of Aditi who preside over the sun month by 
- month) and Nandiswara seized Bhaga (another god presiding over the sun). (17) 
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Seeing this (outrage) and being most severely pelted with stones by these (attendants 
of Siva), all the priests officiating at the sacrifice as well as those assembled there, including 
the heavenly beings, ran in various directions. (18) The worshipful Virabhadra (a part 
manifestation of Lord Bhava) pulled up the moustaches and beard of Bhrgu, who was 
pouring oblations into the sacrificial fire, holding the sacrificial ladle in his hand, and who had 
laughed (at Lord Siva) in open assembly, (proudly) displaying his moustaches. (19) Lord 
Virabhadra angrily knocked down Bhaga to the ground and plucked his eyes inasmuch as 
he had in the assembly (of the lords of created beings) countenanced Daksa in his 
calumniation of Lord Siva by blinking. (20) Even as Lord Balarama knocked * down the teeth 
of the king of the Kalingas (during the wedding of Aniruddha, Sri Krsna's grandson), so 
Virabhadra dashed off the teeth of Psa, who had laughed showing his teeth while Siva (the 
most adorable) was being vilified (by Daksa). (21) Setting his foot on Daksa's breast (after 
knocking him down), the three-eyed Virabhadra proceeded to cut off his head with a sharp- 
edged weapon but failed to sever it then. (22) Virabhadra, who was no other than Lord Siva 


* Vide verse 37 of Discourse LXI of Book X. 
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(the Destroyer of the universe), was filled with great wonder when he found that no weapon 
or missile could even cut Daksa's skin that way, and pondered for a long time. (23) Observing 
the way in which animals were being slaughtered for the sacrifice, Virabhadra severed the 
head of Daksa from his body in the same way, treating the sacrificer as an animal to be 
sacrificed. (24) There arose a shout of applause from the ghosts, spirits and fiends, who 
extolled that achievement of Virabhadra; while others (those belonging to Daksa's party) 
raised and outcry against the same. (25) Full of anger, Virabhadra threw Daksa's head as 
an offering into the sacrificial fire called Daksinagni; and , setting fire to that sacrificial edifice, 
left for Mount Kailasa (the abode of the Yaksas, Kubera's attendants). (26) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse entitled "The Destruction of Daksa's sacrifice" 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Brahma and the other gods proceed to Kailasa and appease Lord Siva 
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Maitreya went on: Worsted by the forces of Rudra and stricken with fear, and having 
all their limbs mangled and broken by (the blows of ) their tridents, Pattisas ( a kind of 
spear),swords, maces, iron clubs and mallets, the hosts of divinities along with the priests 
officiating and assisting at the sacrifice (approached and) bowed to Brahma (the self-born) 
and narrated the story to him in all details. (1-2) The worshipful Brahma (the lotus-born 
creator) and Lord Narayana, the Soul of the universe, who had foreseen this, did not attend 
Daksa's sacrifice. (3) Hearing their story, Brahma said, "On the part of those wishing to get 
square with a person possessed of great power, who has given them cause for offence, such 
a desire does not generally conduce to their welfare. (4) You were, on the other hand, 
actually guilty of offence against Lord Siva in that you deprived Him ofa share in the sacrificial 


offerings, to which He had a rightful claim. You, however, (go and) invoke His favour by 
clasping His lotus-feet with a guileless heart; for He can be speedily propitiated. (5) If you 
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wish the sacrifice to be revived (and completed), make haste to crave the forgiveness of that 
Divinity (Lord Siva), who was stung to the quick by the abusive words (of Daksa) and has 
now lost His beloved spouse; for the world with its guardian deities will be nowhere if He 
continues to be angry. (6) Neither | nor Yajfia (the deity presiding over sacrifices) nor (any 
of) you (the other gods) nor the sages, much less any other embodied beings know His true 
character or the extent of His strength and power. None would feel inclined (under the 
circumstance) to contrive any means (other than clasping His feet) to placate Him who is 
(absolutely) independent* (7). 
a fe >. c ft faq: x . | 
wat witrniaed = ern fs wt c 

wate feraaraararrfarsatar: 1\WS  feacrrdmatfidd warie | 

araraforea: sSatreangatatre: | ARAM eAEEeTOTga: Igol 

ATH OSRAaU A aera: (wat faerie wt: fagateariee 

Tahaarhsted Ternfetaqissaq| ulead waver pias uafSsom 192! 

eantalrsresrt arreegt t: | sopafae aaStjoraiva fash: 1231 

Having thus enjoined the gods, and accompanied by them as well as by the manes and 

the lords of created beings, Brahma (the birthless creator) went from his own realm (the 
Brahmaloka) to Mount Kailasa, the chief of the mountains, the beloved abode of Lord Siva 
(the Destroyer of the three cities). (8) Mount Kailasa is inhabited by gods endowed with 
supernatural powers from their very birth or who acquired them by the use of specific herbs, 
by recourse to austere penance and spells or through the practice of Yoga, and is ever 
crowded with Kinnaras and Gandharvas (celestial musicians) and Apsaras (heavenly 
dancing girls). (9) With its summits consisting of jewels of various kinds and variegated with 
minerals of every description—which are clothed with trees, creepers and shrubs of various 
species and infested with wild beasts of every kind, nay, which contain many a rill of limpid 
water and are spotted with many a cave and eminence—it affords delight to the wives of 
Siddhas (a class of heavenly being endowed with supernatural powers from their very birth), 
that sport there in the company of their spouses. (10-11) The mountain is resonant with the 
screams of peacocks and echoes with the melodious humming of bees blinded by 
intoxication. Nay, through the shrill notes of its cuckoos and the warbling of other birds and 
by its wish-yielding trees with their towering boughs it seems to call new birds, raising its 
arms; nay, through its (moving) elephants it seems to be in motion and through its 
(murmuring) rills it appears to speak. (12-13) 
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The mountain is adorned with (celestial trees such as) Mandaras and Parijatas, as well 
as with (other trees such as ) Saralas (a species of pines), Tamalas, Salas and Palmyras, 
Kovidaras, Asanas and Arjunas. (14) Itis further beautified with mango trees, Kadambas and 
Nipas, Nagas, Punnagas and Campakas, Patalas ( trees bearing the trumpet flowers), 
ASsokas and Bakulas, Kundas (a species of jasmine) as well as Kurabakas (trees bearing the 
red amaranth flower), golden lotuses, creepers bearing cardamoms, Malatis, Kubjas, 
Mallikas and Madhavis. (15-16) Nay, its beauty is enhanced by breadfruit trees. Udumbaras, 
the holy fig trees, Plaksas (the waved-leaf fig trees), banyans and bdelliums, birches, annual 
trees (such as the banana, which are cut down after they have borne fruit), betel-nut trees, 
Rajapugas (a species of areca-nut palms) and rose-apple trees, date-palms, hog-plums, 
Amras ( a species of mango trees) and so on, Priyalas, Madhukas and soap-nut trees 
and other varieties of trees, and clusters of bamboos—both of the hollow and solid 
types. (17-18) Itis further graced with swarms of birds sweetly warbling on the margin of its 
ponds rich in their beds of lilies and lotuses of various kinds. (19) It is infested with deer, 
monkeys; boars, lions, bears and porcupines, Gayals, Sarabhas (a species of eight-footed 
animals now extinct), tigers, Rurus (a species of black antelopes), wild buffaloes and other 
wild beasts as well as with Karnantras, Ekapadas (a species of one-footed animals) 
Aswamukhas, wolves and musk-deer; and the strands of its ponds look charming with the 
clusters of banana trees surrounding them. (20-21) It is hemmed in by the river Nanda (the 
holy Ganga), whose waters have been hallowed by the touch of Sati (the deceased consort 
of Lord Siva), who bathed in it. The gods felt astonished to see (the beauty of) Mount Kailasa, 
the abode of Lord Siva (the lord of ghosts). (22) 
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There (on that mountain) they saw the celebrated and beautiful city of Alaka (the capital 
of Kubera, the lord of the Yaksas) as well as the garden named Saugandhika, where can be 
seen a species of lotuses bearing the same name ( and singularly noted for their 
fragrance).(23) Along the outskirts of the city flow the two rivers Nanda and Alakananda, both 
of which have derived utmost sanctity from (their contact with) the dust of the feet of Lord 
Visnu (which are the abode of all sanctity). (24) Descending from their aerial cars, O Vidura, 
celestial women, exhausted by their amorous dalliance, take a plunge into these streams 
and sport therein, sprinkling their mates with water. (25) The water of these rivers gets 
coloured by the saffron washed (from their bosom) during their ablutions, and (tempted by 
its delicious fragrance) elephants drink it, even though they have no thirst, and give the same 
to the she-elephants also to drink. (26) 
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Crowded with hundreds of aerial cars made of silver, gold and most precious jewels, and 
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inhabited by the wives of Yaksas, the city looked like the firmament overcast with clouds 
accompanied by lightning. (27)- They overpassed the capital of Kubera (the lord of the 
Yaksas) as well as the aforementioned garden called Saugandhika, which looked charming 
with its wish-yielding trees, laden with fruits, flowers and leaves of variegated colours. (28) 
The notes of cuckoos and hosts of other birds in that garden added to the melody of the 
(humming of) bees and it was spotted with ponds containing lotus beds, the most favourite 
resorts of swans. (29) By the breezes wafting the perfume of its sandal-trees, whose (soft) 
bark was scratched by wild elephants (rubbing their bodies against it in order to relieve their 
itching sensation), it flamed the passion of Yaksa women again and again. (30) (Going 
further) they saw a number of extensive wells containing beds of blue lotuses and provided 
with stairs of.cat's-eye, which were frequented by Kimpurusas (another class of demigods); 
and not far from them they sighted a banyan tree. (31) 
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The tree had a height of one hundred Yojanas (or eight hundred miles) and its boughs 
extended to a distance of seventy-five Yojanas (or six hundred miles) on every side. It cast 
a permanent shade on all sides and thus warded off the sun; yet it contained no nest. (32) 
Beneath that tree, which induced great concentration of mind and was the (happy) resort 
of those seeking liberation, the gods beheld Lord Siva seated like Death free from 
anger.(33) Possessed of a most tranquil personality, He was being waited upon by highly 
realized and peaceful souls, Sanandana and others, as well as by His friend, Kubera (the 
lord of the Yaksas and the Raksasas). (34) That supremé Lord, who is the disinterested 
friend of the whole universe, remains engaged in the practice of worship, concentration of 
mind and deep meditation (in order to set a noble example to others) and does penance 
which is conducive to the welfare of the world out of affection (for all). (85) On His body 
possessing the (reddish) hue of an evening cloud He wears the marks so dear to ascetics, 
viz., a coat of ashes, a staff, matted locks and deerskin, and the crescent moon (on His 
forehead). (36) Seated on a mattress of Kuga grass, He was expounding the truth relating 


to the eternal Brahma to (the celestial sage) Narada, who was putting questions to Him, 
while (other) worthy personages also listened. (37) Placing His left lotus foot on the right 
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thigh and the left arm on the left knee * and with a rosary of Aksa seeds coiled round His 
(right) wrist, He sat with His right hand formed into what is known as the Tarkamudra t+ 
(generally adopted by those teaching wisdom to their disciples). (38) With their palms joined 
in prayer the sages as well as the protectors of the world bowed low to Lord Siva—the Sage 
ranking foremost among those given to contemplation—who sat absorbed in the joy of 
oneness with the Absolute and leaning on a wooden support generally used by Yogis. (39) 
Seeing Brahma (the self-born) arrived (there), Lord Siva, whose feet are reverenced by the 
lords of immortals as well as by Asura chiefs, rose (from His seat) and greeted him by bowing 
His head, even as the most adorable Lord Visnu (appearing in the form of the divine Dwarf) 
bows to Kasyapa (His father and a lord of created beings). (40) So also the hosts of other 
Siddhas as well as the great sages, who were devoted to Lord Siva and sat around Him, 
bowed to him. Greeted (by them all), Brahma (the self-born) smilingly addressed Lord Siva 
(who wears the crescent moon on His head and) who was still bowing to him. (41) 


TENATA 
aM wait fase sat atheist: ore: free a ut ange Frere ise 
wa weedeat: decd: fad gaia cea stequice gar ix3! 
aaa oaniignituwa «=o cat Ss Wee 
waa orasafas aadl armen: stead gaat: xx! 
a Su aEeageM aq: HW Se WY S@ i al 
sagem a degra fauda: Sa aca awefaixyl 
Brahma said : | know You to be the Ruler of the universe; for You are the same as the 
undifferentiated Brahma, the cause of both Sakti (the Divine Energy or Prakrti) and Siva (the 
Spirit or Purusa), who are severally the womb (source) and seed of the creation. (42) 
Carrying on Your sport through Siva and Sakti, who are essentially one, O Lord, itis You who 
create, protect and swallow ( withdraw into Yourself) this universe, even as the spider 
evolves (from its mouth) the cobweb, preserves it and then takes it back into its mouth. (43) 
It is You who evolved the (institution of) sacrifice through the instrumentality of Daksa for the 
preservation of the three Vedas (which yield both religious merit and wealth); and by You 
have been fixed the bounds of propriety which the Brahmanas who have adopted sacred 
vows duly respect. (44) O blissful Lord, You confer (the enjoyments of) heaven or even final 
beatitude on him who performs benevolent deeds, and assign the frightful inferno to the 
perpetrator of evil deeds. But how is it that in the case of some individuals the fruit of certain 
acts is quite the contrary ? (45) 
a 9 Ga wenfiaeri wag adgfiaeadt aal 
qa 4 oarercgefegesat ose «(teisfaere | WEL Iw GI 
qafea: ade gue: 9 wteeaitaegishert 
WL Feiage ada ater wage: iso! 
afer del qeeeraare «ged iea: ) geaeT: | 
* This posture is referred to under the name of 'Virasana’ in works on Yoga, as the following verse will show : 
wEentaier feaaeedieany | sale ae stosshe Sas 
+ The Tarka-Mudra, more popularly known as the JNana-Mudra, oa been described as follows :— 
wiaguare fra: daa argh: (Ward aa Weseaais Aisa 


“Joining the tips of the thumb and the index finger and ee the other fingers after joining them together—this 
position of the hand is what the knowers of Mantras call “Tarkamudra.* 


314 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 6 


PRE RAAEEA A EREARE A AAAARARAESEAEAAEAA LE SES LS EERE EERE H ALES EA SSHA AR ELEL RAHA ATH HER 


git at cae gal A weal qaaelepd HAA IX~C! 


Indeed anger does not generally overpower—even as it overwhelms the ignorant—the 
noble souls who have surrendered themselves to Your feet, who behold You in all living 
beings and who are inclined to see all living beings in their own self as identical with them.(46) 
Let not one (an exalted soul) like You kill them whose mind perceives diversity and whose 
eyes are fixed on the ritual, nay, who have a malignant mind and whose heart is ever burning 
(with jealousy) at the sight of others’ prosperity and who, being naturally disposed to hurt 
others’ feelings, prick them-with abusive words, and are (thus already) doomed by 
Providence. (47) On them whose mindis bewildered by the Maya (deluding potency) of Lord 
Visnu (whose navel is the seat of a lotus), so difficult to overcome, and whose eye is 
(therefore) fixed on diversity, pious souls only shower their grace because of their 
compassionate nature; they never.use their power against something which (they believe) 
has been wrought by their own (adverse) fate. (48) 


wag ga: wae we geaageaia: aaKeEe | 


a aa amt aa amt ze: safest a4 wet fread vol 
HaresaMist woearfeot «aa: | ot: saan Teg Gon eas Yaa 142! 
Zari seeTeonafast argereahe: | waar, FRIST 142 | 
wa 3 BR UMise Aches AlaAe SAU HET Ae NGE | 

ofa steered Fert cease Seat was eaaA ATA TEISEAT: 16 | 

Omniscient as You are, Your judgment has not been clouded by that Maya of the 
Supreme Person, which is so difficult to get through. Therefore, my lord, be pleased to 
shower Your grace on these people ( Daksa and others), whose judgment has been impaired 
by Maya and who have accordingly fixed their mind on the ritual. (49) O Lord presiding over 
destruction, revive the sacrifice started by Daksa (lord of created beings), which has been 
wrecked by You and could not, therefore, be consummated—which was due to the fact that 
the unwise priests did not offer You Your share, to which You had a rightful claim inasmuch 
as itis by You that a sacrifice is made to yield the desired fruit. (50) Let the sacrificer (Daksa) 
come to life (again); let the god Bhaga get back his eyes; let the sage Bhrgu's moustaches 
and beard sprout again and let the god Pusa's teeth reappear as before. (51) Further, let the 
gods and priests whose limbs have been broken by weapons and stones be whole again at 
once by Your favour, O Rudra (anger personified). (52) Let that which is left of the sacrifice, 
offerings be Your share, O god presiding over destruction! Let this sacrifice, O Rudra, be 
consummated today with Your share, O Destroyer of sacrifice. (53) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse entitled "The Appeasement of Rudra" 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Sot BS 4 
ees Siew 


Dis. 7 ] BOOK FOUR 315 


SHHHKHKKAKLASHSH HHH Hesse & EKA S SALES R EAHA LEH HAA AAA HHH EHH He 


BIA AAASeATa: 
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Completion of Daksa's Sacrifice 


aa Sara 
Fait = wae UfqeraT | arent meena seer sft 2 | 


Maitreya resumed : Thus supplicated by Brahma (the unborn), Lord Siva (the father of 
the universe) felt much pleased, and with a hearty laugh said, O Vidura (possessed of mighty 


arms), "Listen !" (1) 
SATA FATA 
we SST Ae alt aera tanrenfyat eee gat wari 21 
Tee = Mae fir: | fare aaa at @ afeat wT: 1 3 
wt ¢ ame casing feyqi ca: saaaaigt § a seaut agi x | 
Tear: YON FAM Aas: | wareiass «== serena 4 | 


Sri Mahadeva said : | never complain of nor do | recollect the misdemeanour of fools 
dominated by the Lord's Maya (deluding potency), O lord of created beings. | have meted 
out punishment to them (justin order to teach them a lesson). (2) Let Daksa (a lord of created 
beings), whose head has been burnt, have the head of a goat above the neck. And let the 
god Bhaga look on his share in the sacrificial offerings through the eyes of Mitra (another god 
included in the list of the twelve Adityas presiding over the sun). (3) Let the god Pisa, who 
eats flour alone, chew the same with the teeth of the sacrificer and let the (other) gods have 
all their limbs restored to a sound condition now that they have assigned to Me the remains 
of a sacrifice. (4) Let theAdhwaryus* and the other priests ( who have lost their arms) use 
the arms of the ASwins (the twin gods who are reputed to be the physicians of heaven); while 
such of them as have lost their hands may use the hands of PUsa; and let the sage Bhrgu 
have the beard and moustaches of a goat. (5) 


az sarq 


wa Balter yet ser Higuera uftqerafiena ary eae «| 
wat Hiearerersa Yara: weltf: | yerereaasrt «= aiteaae «ag: 1 | 
fara ae Aes Wa Wa: | Hey: He HA varias: fir c | 
eee farfa cat eafretifea: 1 aa: qq garret at aet yer < | 
TI | gueaerafeoren «© -serafa: | fiteracterenaerae SATA: 1201 
waRayTa PAA: | AUST AAA Fat FTL 122 | 
PAA Bia: Wafagiea: get: aera freietea asst oarafa: 1221 
Maitreya continued : Hearing the words of Lord Siva (the Most Bountiful), on that 
occasion, all the creatures (present there) forthwith exclaimed, "Well said ! Well said!!" with 


their soul fully gratified.(6) Thereafter the gods as well as the sages invited Lord Siva (who 
showers the desired blessings on His devotees, to grace the sacrifice) and, taking with them 


* The function of an Adhwaryu is to measure the sacrificial ground, to build the altar, to prepare the sacrificial vessels, 
to fetch wood and water, to kindle the fire and so on. Whilst engaged in these duties, he is required to repeat the texts of the 
Yajurveda. 


316 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 7 


thee etter ts ree See eee se eee veeeeeeeek kerteee SESSA HESS SS EASES OAAAHH IAT EH 


the bountiful Lord and Brahma (the creator) went once more to the site of the sacrifice. (7) 
Having accomplished all that Lord Siva had commanded them (to do), they joined the head 
of the sacrificial animal (goat) to the trunk of Daksa. (8) On the head (of the goat) being joined 
(to Daksa's trunk), Daksa, who (now) received a kindly glance from Rudra, immediately rose 
as though from slumber and beheld Lord Siva (the Delightér of all) in front of Him. (9) Then 
Daksa (a lord of created beings), whose mind had been tainted by ill-will towards Lord Siva 
(whose banner bears the emblem ofa bull), (now) became free from malice by virtue of Siva's 
(gracious ) look, even as a pool becomes clear in autumn. (10) He felt inclined to offer praises 
(to the Lord) but could not do so on account of affection and grief as he (now) recollected 
his deceased daughter and his throat was choked with tears. (11) Though overwhelmed with 
love, the wise Prajapati (Daksa) controlled his mind with (great) difficulty and proceeded to 
extol the Lord with sincere devotion. (12) 
qa saa 

WAGs AA wae Fat F TeeTT aly yet aahy Tee: | 

qa Fae a al wana qe Rs FI WI Fray e231 

feeder Wea: wi far Resse fa TA AAS | 

ART, wa waaay wis ure: Tapa fast wyeidaus: 1 ee! 

ast wafaearse Barat fant gekefahrecrora war | 

sate Vasa SSSA BTA, HA ASA 124! 


Daksa said : Oh, You did me a great favour in that You meted out punishment to me (in 
order to correct me), even though | slighted You. You two, Sri Hari and Yourself, have no 
disregard even for fallen Brahmanas; how, then, can You ignore those who have taken 
sacred vows? (13) (Appearing) as Brahma You evolved first of all out of Your mouth 
Brahmanas rich in learning, austerity and sacred vows for preserving (the knowledge of) the 
spiritual Truth (through realization and instruction). Itis therefore, O Supreme Lord, that You 
protect the Brahmana race inall crises, wielding the rod of punishment (to correctthem if they 
go astray), even as the herdsman protects his cattle, staff in hand. (14) May that Lord who, 
though insulted with abuses piercing as arrows in open assembly by me—ignorant as | was 
of His reality—overlooked that fault (of mine) and saved me from falling down through the 
vilification of the Most Adorable, by casting His gracious look (on me); be pleased with His 
own (benevolent) act (since | am utterly incapable of repaying His obligation and thus 
winning His pleasure). (15) 


aya Jara 
aarad a deat seo arqutaa: iad ware arovearafederiehe: 1261 
aura aged feos fete igtest fram didariqay ix! 


aeagonsseaet =| SAAT faa | fir faepgat aeat wer sretfafe: 1201 
aq wasn ast deen feat ae awe suMiaeetor | RATATAT 129 1 
samt | foaentishfetiespst dtereasaraitedqusere: | 


Maitreya went on : Having thus sought the forgiveness of Lord Siva (who showers the 
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desired blessings on His devotees) and obtained leave of Brahma (the creator), he (Daksa) 
had the ritual recommenced by thé preceptor, priests and others. (16) Forthe removal of (the 
pollution caused by) the touch of the Pramathas (attendants of Rudra) and with a view to the 
continuity of the sacrifice, the good Brahmanas offered (to the sacred fife) the oblation called 
Purodasa.* which was intended for Lord Visnu and placed in three separate recepta- 
cles.(17) Even as the sacrificer (Daksa), O Vidura (lit., a ruler of ment)! contemplated (on 
the Lord) with a guileless mind along with the Adhwaryu, who stood holding the oblation in 
his hand, Sri Hari appeared (in person before his eyes). (18) Eclipsing the splendour of those 
present there by His own brilliance, which illumined all the ten quarters, the Lord was 
forthwith borne (to that assembly) by Tarksya (Garuda), who has the two types of Samas or 
metrical hymns (viz., Brhat and Rathantara) for his wings. (19) Swarthy of hue with a girdle 
of gold (and a golden piece of cloth wrapped about His lions), He was adorned by a crown 
Shining like the sun; while His (lotus-like) countenance was graced with locks dark as bees, 
as well as with ear-rings. With His (eight) arms that severally bore a conch, a lotus, a discus, 
a shaft,.a bow, a mace, a sword anda shield and were (ever) eager (to protect His devotees), 
and which shone (with gold ornaments), He looked like a blossoming Karnikara tree. (20) 
With Goddess Laksmi (His Spouse) lodged on His bosom (in the form of a golden curl of hair 
known as the mark of Srivatsa, and adorned witha garland of sylvan flowers, He enraptured 
the whole world with His winsome smiles and glances. Fans and chowries, which looked like 
swans, were waving on both His sides, and He shone splendid with a moon-like white 
umbrella (spread) over His head. (21) 

Tree = A CTU: | SUT: «Wea weer: 1221 

we gaee: Taf: wales: | gat | qarefeuer sqaepeitem 1231 

saangr Fa we weyers: aaa qr wm pases iexi 

cat Tee at feet out RHI 
Sreregst TR eae: Heras: eu 
Seeing Him arrived near, all the hosts of divinities and other beings under the leadership 

of Brahma (the creator), Indra (the lord of paradise and the ruler of the gods) and Lord Siva 
(who is possessed of three eyes) instantly rose (from their seats) and bowed low to Him. (22) 
Their splendour obscured by His brilliance, they stood dumbfounded and struck with awe; 
and with their palms joined over their head they approached Lord Visnu (who is beyond 
sense-perception) in a prayerful mood. (23) Even though their mind and speech had no 
access to His glory, Brahma and others began to the best of their ability to glorify the Lord, 
who had manifested His form in order to shower His blessings (on those present there). (24) 
Gladly extolling the Lord with joined palms and a concentrated mind, Daksa sought the 
protection of the Lord, the supreme Teacher of the Prajapatis (the progenitors of the world), 
who is the Enjoyer as well as the Bestower of the fruit of (all) sacrifices and was surrounded 
by Sunanda, Nanda and other attendants, and who had (graciously) taken the excellent 
receptacle of presents (from Daksa's hands). (25) 


Ta Sart 
Ws euegrataaqera faanateasd sfafier ora 
fgeaa Gea aed vara sare: 1261 


* Amass of ground rice rounded into a kind of cake. 
“Being of royal descent, Vidura is addressed here as a ruler of men. 
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Daksa said : In your own glorious being You are pure Consciousness, undifferentiated 
and fearless, beyond all the states of mind. You (ever) stand free, having negated Maya; but 
when, assuming Jivahood by the same Maya, You abide in that Maya, You appear as tainted 
(with passion ete:)/(26) 


AAT HF: 
aa a 3 aaaaee wea aivaanefie satan: | 
qatamemnte fragt oad «= aaeinfeicandreraem: 1291 


The priests said : With our mind foolishly attached to the ritual as a result of the 
imprecation uttered by Nandiswara (the chief of Rudra's attendants), O Lord untainted 
by Maya! we know not Your true character. We have known only that form of Yours which 
is known by the name of sacrifice, which yields religious merit and is the theme of the 
three Vedas and for conducting which the sphere of each particular deity has been 
defined. (27) 


ace FH: 
MERE segistaeretas fsrPeraean: | 
Read WET Brenarasenes: Tat ALOT SAT Ah TAT: 12S | 


The superintending priests said : Tormented by desire and oppressed by the heavy 
burden of body (which is regarded as the self) and house (which is called one's own), this 
company of ignorant folk has been traversing the path-of transmigration, which is devoid of 
any shelter and difficult to tread on account of great hardships, where the fierce serpent of 
Death ever lies in wait (to devour them), nay, which tantalizes the way-farers with the mirage 
of sensuous pleasures, andis full of pitfalls in the form of pairs of opposites (such as pleasure 
and pain, heat and cold etc.), and which is fearful on account of carnivorous animals in the 
form of wicked people and is surrounded by the wild fire of grief. When will this crowd resort 
to Your feet for shelter, O Lord affording protection to all ? (28) 


eK STA 


aa ae avemafteteent af yiafamreconenia | 
afe vaafed ofsectetsafes waft a Tord ae 12! 

Rudra said : Your charming feet, O Bestower of boons ! confer on those who are 
actuated by some desire all the blessings sought for in this world; nay, they deserve to be 
worshipped with reverence even by hermits who are not attached to enjoyments. If ignorant 
folk dub me as one who has cast to the winds all the rules of decorum—me whose mind is 
fixed on Your feet, by Your supreme grace | pay no heed to it. (29) 


77] 
aaa «oNetaagareate «= Aeeaeayaea | A: | 
are fara va faerie aa isd Sele Aa TOTATATTY: 130 | 
Bhrgu said : Brahma and other embodied beings, who have been deprived of Self- 
Knowledge by Your incomprehensible Maya (deluding potency) and sleep in the darkness 


of ignorance, are unable to know even to this day Your reality, which permeates their own 
self. Therefore, be gracious to them, since You are the friend, nay, the very Self of Your 


suppliants. (30) 
FETA 
Samqed 40 wadiset «suena: «Geet Tata 
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Brahma said : Your reality is not what the Jiva perceives through the senses, which 
cognize the distinctive characteristics of objects, since You are the very Ground of 
knowledge, the objects of sense-perception and the senses, and, therefore, distinct from this 
illusory world of matter. (31) 


elateanuimerqasseussorasts: 1321 


Indra said : This personality of Yours, O immortal Lord, which has manifested the 
universe and is distinguished by eight long and stout arms, holding weapons in readiness 
to exterminate the enemies of gods, brings delight to our soul and eyes. (32) 

a HF: 
waist qa aaa Sa gel faeae: aqui aerator 
a Fea Tees ames an gifs 1331 

The Priests' wives said : This sacrifice, which was evolved by Brahma (the lord of 
created beings) as a means of worshipping You, has been wrecked today by Lord Siva, who 
was angered by Daksa. Threrefore, O Embodiment of sacrifices, hallow this sacrifice of ours, 


which has been robbed of all joy and festivity and wears the (desolate) appearance of a 
crematory, (by casting a look at it) with Your eyes, lovely like a pair of lotuses. (33) 


HIT HY: 
smhad 4 ame feats acemissenfa f& af ae 
fayra ga svdeieti a uaa waanqaddt sam isy! 


The sages said : Singular are Your doings, O Lord, in that while You perform deeds 
Yourself, You are not affected by them. You do not think much even of Laksmi (the supreme 
goddess) whom everyone worships for the sake of prosperity, even though She Herself 
remains ever waiting on You. (34) 

FAST HF: 


wa wenger «= waar: «= Serevearfmerer: | 
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The Siddhas said : Scorched by the wild fire of afflictions and oppressed by the thirst 
for sensuous enjoyment, this elephant of our mind has plunged into the river of pure nectar 
in the shape of Your stories and thinks no more of that forest conflagration nor comes out 
of the river, like one that has attained (oneness with) Brahma. (35) 


THT YA 
ert & wales qe aa: sifara far area are a: | 
args aete: aaa xitde: qweet aa yee: 1361 
The sacrificer's wife said : Welcome is Your visit (to this sacrifice). O Lord: be 

gracious to me. Hail to You, O Abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity); may 
You and Your beloved Spouse, Goddess Laksmi, protect us. Without You, O supreme 
Ruler (of the universe), a sacrifice, though complete in all its limbs, does not present a 
charming look any more than a man whois left without a head, a mere trunk, though perfect 
in all other limbs. (36) 
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The guardians of the spheres said : Can You be seen with our senses, revealing as 
they do this unreal (illusory) world of matter—You, who witness things from within our heart 
and by whom all this phenomenal world is seen ? It is Your Maya (conjuring feat), O infinite 
Lord, that though the sixth (transcending the five elements), You appear invested with a 
material body (consisting of the five elements). (37) 

SPR Fy: 
aa asiismaqeafa sat faaeriaa gera are: | 
aarta TATA MATA TENT AAG 1361 
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Yareasena «= aadere—Ssfafrafaeoe A: 1281 

The Masters of Yoga (Sanaka and others) said : No one else is dearer to You than 
he, O Lord, who sees no difference between You, the Soul of the universe, and himself. 
Nevertheless, be gracious. O Lover of Your devotees, to them (as well) who resort to You 
with exclusive devotion as to their master. (38) By Your Maya, which exhibits a large variety 
of Gunas (Sattva etc.), due to the destiny (of the Jivas), You give rise to a sense of diversity 
(in the people) with regard to Your Self (by assuming a multiplicity of forms such as Brahma, 
Visnu and Siva) for the creation, preservation and destruction of the universe, although in 
Your own (absolute) state You have cast off from Your Self all motions of diversity as well 
as the three Gunas (which are responsible for the same). Obeisance to You. (39) 


ama faa aaidat a gad Pere a semi ae aes a ivo! 
Brahma (Veda Incarnate) said : Hail to You, who take upon Yourself the quality of 
Sattva (goodness) in order to yield Dharma (righteousness) and the other objects of human 
pursuit, and are at the same time destitute of all attributes, and whose real nature neither | 
nor even others know. (40) 
SHCA 


wae «Pagan wt a wea safer 
4 afd used a usfe: fas aah sof arise! 
Agni (the god of fire) said : With my flames brightly kindled by Your effulgence | bear 
(to the gods) the oblations soaked in clarified butter in every good sacrifice. You are Yajiia 
(sacrifice) personified as well as the Protector of sacrifices. You are fivefold in character (in 
the form of the five varieties* of sacrifices) and are duly worshipped with the five kinds of 
sacrificial formulas + occuring in the Yajurveda. | bow low to You. (41) 


dal F7: 
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* The five varieties of sacrifices are : Agnihotra, Darsa, Paurnamasa, Caturmasya and Pasusoma. 


+ The five kinds of sacrificial formulas mentioned in the Srutis are -— 
(1) aise, (2) ata, (3) as, (4) 4 aere And (5) FZ 
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The gods (in a body) said : At the end of the (previous) round of creation and before 
this creation it was You, the first Person, who reposed on the excellent bed of Sesa (the lord 
of serpents) on those waters (that submerged all the three worlds). The selfsame You, the 
way of whose realization is sought after in their heart (even) by the Siddhas (a class of 
celestial beings naturally endowed with the eight mystic powers such as Anima and so on), 
have appeared before our eyes today and protect us, Your dependants (servants) ! (42) 

Ta Hy: 
wise fase aa fayoy at fe aa aa wa 3! 

The Gandharvas (celestial musicians) said : These Marici and other sages as well as 
the hosts of divinities such as Brahma (the creator), Indra (the lord of paradise), and others 
with Rudra at their head, are but rays of Your part manifestations, O shining one. We ever 
make obeisance to You, infinite Lord, to whom this universe is a mere toy-box. (43) 

FAENERT Gy: 
aaeanha meas Fear woreafs afreadt: a: 1 
faqaeieacies aaa qienagdhda sq SEM XY! 


The Vidyadharas (a class of demigods) said : (Even) after attaining the human body, 
a means of realizing the (highest) object of human pursuit (viz., Moksa or final beatitude), 
the foolish Jiva (embodied soul) regards it as his own, nay, his very self and, though 
reproached by his own senses, that have strayed from the path of virtue, he longs only for 
the unreal (illusory) pleasures of sense. He alone who quaffs the nectar of Your stories is 
able to shake off completely the infatuation of his mind. (44) 

MAM HF: 
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The Brahmanas said : You are the sacrifice; You are the offering; You are Yourself the 
fire (that consumes the offerings poured into it). You are the Mantra (the sacred text recited 
at the time of pouring the oblations), the sacrificial wood (with which the fire is fed and kept 
alive), the (sacred) Kusa grass and the (sacrificial) vessels. And You are the priests 
superintending, and officiating at, the sacrifice, the sacrificer and his wife, the deity (sought to 
be propitiated through the sacrifice), the act of offering oblations into the sacred fire, the 
oblation offered to the manes, the juice extracted from the Soma plant (used as a libation to 
the gods), clarified butter (also poured into the sacred fire as an offering to the gods) and the 
sacrificial animal. (45) Appearing as the mighty Boar, it was You who sporttully lifted the earth 
out of the depths of the ocean on Your tusks—even asa lordly elephant wouldifta lotus plant— 
roaring and being glorified by the Yogis. Nay, the Vedas constitute Your very body and You 
are both the institution of sacrifice and the vow to perform a sacrifice. (46) Therefore, be 
gracious to us, whose noble undertaking (in the shape of this sacrifice) was interrupted and 
who were (therefore) longing for Your sight. Interruptions in sacrificial performances disappear 
when, O Lord of sacrifices, Your name is chanted by men. Hail to You ! (47) 
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Maitreya resumed : While Lord Visnu (the Controller of the senses and) the Protector 
of sacrifices was thus being extolled, the wise Daksa, O blessed Vidura, renewed the 
sacrifice that had been wrecked by Virabhadra. (48) Propitiated as it were by His share of 
oblations (in the shape of PurodaSa offered in three receptacles, vide verse 17 above), O 
sinless Vidura, the Lord who is the Enjoyer of all oblations, being the Self of all, accosted 
Daksa and spoke to him (as follows). (49) 
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The Lord said : The supreme cause of the universe, | am also Brahma (the creator) and 
Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe). | am the Self, the Lord and the Witness (of all), self- 
effulgent and unqualified. (50) Embracing My own Maya (deluding potency), consisting of 
the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), it is | who create, protect and destroy the universe and 
have assumed (diverse) names (such as Brahma, Visnu and Siva) appropriate to My 
functions, O Brahmana! (51) It is in such a Brahma (the Absolute), the supreme Spirit, who 
is one without a second, that the ignorant fool views Brahma, Rudra and other beings as 
distinct entities. (52) Just as a man never conceives his own head, hands and other limbs 
as belonging to anyone else, even so he who is devoted to Me does not regard his fellow- 
creatures as distant from himself. (53) He who sees no difference between Us three 
(Brahma, Rudra and Myself)—who are identical in essence and the very selves of all living 
beings—attains (everlasting) peace, O Daksa. (54) 
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Maitreya went on: Thus enlightened by the Lord, Daksa ( the chief of the lords of created 

beings) worshipped Sri Hari through the sacrifice sacred to Himself (viz., the Trikapalesti), 
and then the other gods both through the principal and secondary types of sacrifices. (55) 
With a concentrated mind he also waited upon Lord Rudra with the share due to Him (in the 
form of the remains of the sacrifice) and (even so) upon the other gods, including those that 
drink the Soma juice and those that do not, through the rite called Udavasana (which is 
performed at the end of a sacrifice); and, having (thus) concluded the sacrifice, he then 
performed along with the priests the sacred ablutions known by the name of Avabhrtha. (56) 
And having blessed Daksa—who had by his own greatness attained supernatural powers— 
with devotion to righteousness the gods ascended to heaven. (57) 
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Having thus cast off her previous body, Sati, daughter of Daksa, was reborn through 
Mena, the spouse of Himavan (the deity presiding over the Himalaya mountains) : this 
is what we have heard. (58) Just as having lain dormant (during the final Dissolution), the 
Divine Energy, embraces the Lord (at the dawn of the next creation), Ambika (mother Sati) 
sought union once more with her beloved Spouse (Lord Siva), her only resort, exclusively 
devoted as she was to Him. (59) This story of Lord Siva (the Source of Bliss), who wrecked 
Daksa's sacrificial performance, was heard by me from the (great) devotee of the Lord, 
Uddhava, a disciple of the sage Brhaspati (the preceptor of the gods). (60) The man who with 
a feeling of devotion daily listens to and repeats this (most) sanctifying story of Lord Siva— 
which confers renown and longevity and wipes out a multitude of sins—shakes off all sin, 
O Vidura ( a descendant of Kuru). (61) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse entitled "The revival of Daksa's sacrificial performance", 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Maitreya continued : Sanaka and his three brothers (Sanandana, Sanatana and 
Sanatkumara), Narada, Rbhu, Harnsa, Aruni and Yatithese sons of Brahma (the creator) 
did not enter the life of a householder, since they had vowed themselves to a life of perpetual 
celibacy. (1) Mrsa (the female spirit presiding over falsehood), who was the wife of Adharma 


(the spirit presiding over unrighteousness, another son of Brahma gave birth, O Vidura 
(destroyer of enemies), to Dambha (the spirit presiding: over dissimulation) and Maya (the 
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female spirit presiding over deceit); and Nirrti (the demon presiding over the south-west), 
who was issueless, adopted the couple (as his son and daughter-in-law). (2) Of these two 
(Dambha and Maya) were born Lobha (the spirit presiding over greed) and Nikrti (the female 
spirit presiding over wickedness), O Vidura (a man of great wisdom); and of these latter 
came into being Krodha (the spirit presiding over anger) and Hirnsa (the female spirit 
presiding over violence), from whom again, were sprung Kali (the spirit presiding over strife) 
and his sister Durukti (the female spirit presiding over abusive speech). (3) Kali (in his turn) 
begot, through Durukti, Bhaya (the spirit presiding over fear) and Mrtyu (the female spirit 
presiding over death), O Vidura (a noble soul); and of these two were born Niraya (the spirit 
presiding over hell) and Yatana (the female spirit presiding over the tortures of hell). (4) 
(Thus) briefly have | told you, O sinless Vidura, about the family of Adharma (which leads 
to the dissolution of the universe). By hearing this genealogy, which sanctifies a man (by 
helping him in eschewing all these), thrice repeated, a man shakes off the impurity of his 
mind. (5) Well, | shall now describe the line of Swayambhuva Manu of sacred renown, sprung 
from a part (the right half) of Brahma, himself a ray of Sri Hari, O scion of Kuru. (6) 
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Priyavrata and Uttanapada, the two sons of Sataripa's lord (Manu), were (ever) intent 
on the protection of the world, endowed as they were with a ray (of the protective energy) 
of Lord Vasudeva. (7) Suniti and Suruci were the two wives of Uttanapada, of these, Suruci 
(the younger one) was the more beloved of her lord, but not so the other one ( Suniti), whose 
son was (the celebrated) Dhruva. (8) 
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On a certain day, while fondling Suruci's son, prince Uttama, whom he had seated on 
his lap, the king (Uttanapada) did not welcome Dhruva, who too sought to climb to his lap.(9) 
To Dhruva, her co-wife's son, thus striving, Suruci, who was exceedingly proud (of the king's 
attentions), spitefully spoke (as follows), the king (quietly) listening :— (10) "O child, you are 
not fit to ascend the royal throne, inasmuch as, though sprung from the king's loins, you were 
not conceived by me. (11) Alas ! you are yet a child and surely know not that you were borne 
in the womb of another woman; that is why you aspire for an object so difficult to attain. (12) 
Propitiating the Supreme Person through austere penance, seek (rebirth through) my womb 
by His grace if you covet the king's throne." (13) 
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Maitreya went on : Pierced by the poignant remarks of his stepmother and hissing in 
indignation like a serpent beaten with a staff, Dhruva left his father, who kept gazing mutely, 
and went away crying loudly into the presence of his own mother. (14) Suniti lifted up in her 
arms the child, who was sobbing with quivering lips, and was sore distressed to hear from 
the mouth of the (other) inmates of the gynaeceum what his co-wife had said. (15) Scorched 
by grief as a wild creeper by the forest fire, the young girl lost heart and cried. Her eyes, which 
were graceful as a pair of lotuses, were filled with tears as she recalled the (poignant) 
remarks of his co-wife. (16) Seeing no way out of her sorrow, the girl heaveda deep sigh and 
said to her child, “Entertain no evil thought about others, dear child. Fora man reaps (in this 
life) the very suffering he has inflicted on others (in a previous existence). (17) Suruci (your 
stepmother) has truly said that you were borne in the womb, and brought up with the milk 
of, my wretched self, whom the king feels ashamed to accept as his wife, nay, even as his 
servant-maid ! (18) Therefore, dear child, abide ungrudgingly by those words, which, though 
uttered by your stepmother, are nonetheless true, and adore the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu 
(who is beyond the range of sense-perception), if you aspire to (ascend) the royal throne like 
Uttama (your half-brother). (19) It was by worshipping the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu, who 
assumed the quality of Sattva (harmony) for the protection of the universe, that Brahma, 
(your great grandfather) attained to that most exalted position whichis an object of reverence 
even to those who have conquered their mind and senses. (20) Even so your grandfather, 
the worshipful Manu, secured both earthly and heavenly bliss as well as final beatitude— 
which is so difficult to attain by any other means—by worshipping the Lord with single minded 
devotion through sacrifices with liberal sacrificial fees. (21) Take refuge, my child, in Him 
alone, who is so fond of His devotees and access to whose lotus-feet is sought after by men 
keen to get liberated; and, imprinting His image on your mind, purified by devotion to your 
duty and exclusively attached to Him, adore theSupreme Person. (22) | find none other than 
the Lord with lotus-like eyes, who can wipe out your sorrow. Even Sri (the goddess of beauty 
and prosperity), who is eagerly sought, dear one, by (all) others, (ever) seeks after Him, 
holding a lotus (in place of a lamp) in her hand. (23) 
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Maitreya resumed : Hearing the words thus addressed by his mother (Suniti), which 
were conducive to the object sought after by him, Dhruva fully controlled his mind by force 
of his reason and sallied forth from his father's capital. (24) When Narada heard of this and 
learnt what the child intended.to do, he (met him on the way and,) touching the latter's head 
with his purifying hand, said (to himself), wondering :— (25) "Oh the spirit of the Ksatriyas, 
who cannot brook insult ! Though yet a child, he has taken to heart the stinging words of his 
stepmother !" (26) 
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Narada said : We do not find anything conducive to your honour or ignominy at this 
stage, dear son, a child as you are, fond of play and other things. (27) Even if you have 
developed the sense of honour and ignominy, there are no diverse causes of discontent for 
aman other than ignorance; for whatever he reaps in the world follows from his own (past) 
actions. (28) Seeing the ways of God, therefore, a wise man should rest contented, dear son, 
with whatever is placed within his reach by Providence. (29) Besides, He whose grace you 
seek to win by means of the discipline taught by your mother is accounted by me as hard 
to propitiate. (30) Sages fail to discover His path even though they seek for it with the help 
of abstract meditation coupled with rigorous self-discipline (in the form of Devotion etc.,) 
carried on in a detached way through numberless births. (31) Therefore, let this futile 
pertinacity of yours cease; you may strive (for that end) when the time for practices (such 
as Devotion and so on) leading to final beatitude comes. (32) Reconciling oneself to that 
which is decreed for that being by Providence in the form of joy or sorrow, an embodied being 
reaches the end of darkness (in the shape of mundane existence). (83) A man should be 
pleased at the sight of one who is superior in qualities, should have tender feelings towards 
one who is inferior in accomplishment and seek friendship with one who is on a par with him; 
by doing so a man is never overwhelmed with afflictions. (34) 
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Dhruva said : Your venerable self has graciously shown a remedy for those whose mind 
is disturbed by joys and sorrows—a remedy which cannot be easily found by people like 
us.(35) Yet in the heart of my insubordinate self, who has inherited a violent martial spirit— 
a heart which has been cleft by the shaft-like taunts of Suruci (my stepmother)—the precept 
has failed to make any abiding impression. (36) Be pleased, O holy sage, to tell me a good 
path, keen as | am to attain to a place which is the highest in all the three worlds and which 
has not been attained to by (any of) our forefathers or anyone else. (37) You are surely no 
other than the son of the worshipful Brahma, who for the good of the world roams about like 
the sun, playing on his lute. (38) 
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Maitreya resumed : The worshipful Narada was pleased to hear the aforesaid words 
(of Dhruva) and full of compassion, replied to the child in the following excellent words:—(39) 


ARG SAT 
wfaiet: wean: a a sae Fi aa aeeae WT ASaNEMT Ivo! 
guitars J sae ae: Ueda REA wt Weds Ise! 
wet TS AF A Ae Bal qd uged aa wifes freer a: 1x2! 
alae afer cern: afee fra i aatfeat fraser: apferare: 1x3 1 
sora 86 gat | see deena SOT Te ey 


Narada said : The course pointed out by your mother is the one leading to your highest 
good. Lord Vasudeva (Himself) represents that course (means); (hence) adore Him with a 
mind exclusively devoted to Him. (40) For him who seeks his own good in the shape of what 
is known by the names of Dharma (religious merit), Artha (worldly riches), Kama (sensuous 
enjoyment) and Moksa (final beatitude), adoration of Sri Hari's feet'is the only means to that 
end. (41) Therefore, God bless you, dear child, seek the holy bank of the Yamuna covered 
by the sacred spot of Madhuvana (the tract of land lying round Mathura, the birthplace of Lord 
Sri Krsna), which is ever hallowed with the presence of Sri Hari. (42) Bathing three times (in 
the morning and evening as well as at midday) in the blessed waters of the Kalindi (Yamuna) 
and after finishing one's proper duties one should spread a seat (of KuSa grass etc.,) and 
squat thereon (in a suitable and easy posture). (43) Having gradually cast off the impurities 
of one's life-breath, senses and mind by means of the threefold Pranayama (breath- 
exercises), one should (then) contemplate with a steady mind on Sri Hari (the Supreme 
Preceptor) as below :—(44) 
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With an ever cheerful face and eyes, He is always disposed to shower His grace (on His 
devotees). He has a shapely nose, charming brows and lovely cheeks and is the most 
enchanting of all the gods. (45) (Eternally) youthful and possessed of charming limbs, He 
has rosy lips and reddish eyes andis the (sole) resort of his suppliants. Nay, He is supremely 
delightful, fit to protect all and an ocean of tenderness. (46) Bearing (on His breast) the mark 
of Srivatsa (a golden curl of hair) and swarthy as a cloud, He has all the features of an 
extraordinary personage and wears a garland of sylvan flowers (about His neck). And His 
four arms are distinguished by aconch, adiscus, a mace andalotus. (47) He wears adiadem 
and a pair of ear-rings andis adorned with armlets and bracelets; His neck adds to the beauty 
of the Kaustubha gem and He has a piece of yellow silk wrapped about His loins. (48) 
Encircled (at the waist) by a girdle of many strings, He has a shining pair of gold anklets, is 
most charming to look at wears a serene aspect and brings delight to the mind and eyes. (49) 
He stands in the mental horizon of those who worship Him, His feet—resplendent with a row 
of gems in the form of nails—installed in the pericarp of their lotus-like heart. (50) With a 
steadied and concentrated mind he should visualize the Lord, the foremost of all bestowers 
of boons, as smiling and casting a loving glance at the devotee. (51) The mind of aman who 
thus contemplates on the Lord's most blessed form is soon immersed in supreme bliss and 
never gives up the meditation. (52) 
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Also hear from me, O prince, the most secret formula (which should be muttered along 
with the meditation and) by repeating which for seven days and nights a man is able to 
behold the Siddhas moving in the air. (53) The Mantrais : ‘' 741 waa aragara”’ (Obeisance 
to Lord Vasudeva). While repeating this sacred formula, a wise man should perform the 
Lord's worship with the help of material substances, using various articles with due regard 
to the differences of place and time. (54) He should worship the Lord with undefiled water, 
(sylvan) flowers, wild roots and fruits etc., sprouts of approved plants, barks of trees and with 
(the leaves of) the Tulasi (the basil plant), so beloved( of the Lord). (55) Having secured an: 
image of stone or any other substance, he should worship the Lord through the same or 
(else) through the medium of earth, water and so on, and with his mind and speech duly 
controlled, he should subsist on a limited quantity of wild fruits etc., and remain calm and 
collected and absorbed in contemplation. (56) He should also, mentally survey the soul- 
Stirring deeds the glorious Lord will perform in the course of the manifestations He assumes 
according to His pleasure by His own incomprehensible Maya (creative power). (57) One 
should offer to the Lord, who stands revealed in the form of a Mantra, all the articles of 
worship prescribed for Him by the ancients, while repeating this very Mantra (consisting of 
twelve letters). (58) 
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to one's choice, the Lord heightens the devotion of men who adore Him in the right way and 
in a guileless spirit, and bestows on them the boon of their liking from among Dharma 
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(religious merit) and the other objects of human persuit. (59-60) If the devotee is averse to 
sensuous enjoyment, he should wait upon the Lord Himself with an intense practice of 
Devotion carried on uninterruptedly for the sake of final beatitude. (61) 
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Wet wa dfeafesisagt ah: afgadoa Ta Ga sarat A131 
Thus instructed (by the sage), the prince (Dhruva) went round the sage (as a mark of 
respect) and, bowing low to him, proceeded to the holy tract of Madhuvana, adorned with 
the footprints of Sri Hari. (62) When he had eft for the forest so suitable for austere penance, 
the sage (Narada) made his way to the gynaeceum (of King Uttanapada); and when the king 
had offered him worship (in the form of water to wash his hands and so on) and he was 
comfortably seated, he spoke to the king (as follows) :—(63) 
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Narada said : With a withering face what are you brooding over so deeply ? | hope 
neither your luxuries nor your religious merit nor again your wealth has suffered any 


diminution ? (64) 
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The king said : Uxorious and merciless as | am, O sage, | exiled my son, a child of five 
years, who was very noble and wise, along with his mother. (65) Wolves, O holy Brahmana, 
may not eat up the helpless child, who may be lying (somewhere) in the forest, fatigued and 
famished, with his lotus-like face faded. (66) Oh, just imagine the wickedness of my uxorious 
self, who did not greet the child while he was climbing up my lap with affection, extremely 


vile as | am ! (67) 
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Narada said: No, sorrow not for your child, who enjoys the protection of the Lord, O ruler 
of the people, and whose glory shall pervade the (whole) world; for you know not his 
greatness. (68) Having wrought an achievement which even the protectors of the world find 
it difficult to perform, the glorious child shal! return before long, O king, enhancing your 
reputation. (69 
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Maitreya continued: On hearing the message of Narada (the celestial sage), Uttanapada 
(the ruler of the world) remained exclusively engrossed in the thought of his son (Dhruva), 
neglectful of his royal fortune. (70) There (at Madhuvana) Dhruva bathed (in the Yamuna) 
and having remained without food that night and thus purified, he waited upon the Lord with 
a concentrated mind according to the sage's instructions. (71) Eating the Kapittha (wood- 
apple) and Badara (jujube) fruit, just enough to keep his body and soul together, at the end 
of every three nights, the prince spent one month in worshipping Sri Hari. (72) And likewise 
during the second month the child adored the all-pervading Lord, feeding on withered blades 
of grass and leaves etc., every sixth day. (73) He spent the third month waiting upon the 
glorious Lord through Samadhi (abstract meditation), taking water (alone) every ninth 
day.(74) Having (fully) controlled his breath, he fixed his mind and meditated on the 
(Supreme) Divinity during the fourth month too, inhaling the air every twelfth day. (75) 
When the fifth month commenced, the prince stood motionless like a post on one foot, 
contemplating on Brahma (the Absolute) with his breath fully controlled. (76) Withdrawing 
his mind, the substratum of the senses and their objects, from all other objects, he fixed it 
on the form of the Lord enthroned in the heart and perceived nothing else. (77) All the three 
worlds (the earth, heaven and the intermediate region) began to shake as he meditated on 
Brahma (the Supreme), the ground of Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) and 
the other categories, the Ruler of both Pradhana (matter) and Purusa (the spirit). (78) When 
the prince (Dhruva) stood on one foot, the earth, pressed by his great toe, leaned to one side 
at that spot, even as a boat with a lordly elephant standing in it leans right and left at every 
step (as it moves on water). (79) As he contemplated on the Soul of the universe as no other 
than himself, stopping his breath as well as (the function of) his senses, all the worlds as well 
as their guardian deities resorted for protection to Sri Hari, for they felt much agonized for 
want of breath. (80) . 
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The gods said: O Lord! we had never known before such (a sudden) stoppage of breath 
in the case of all living beings, mobile as well as immobile. Rid us, therefore, of this calamity 
since we have sought protection with You, who afford shelter to all. (81) 
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The Lord said : (| find that) Dhruva (son of king Uttanapada) has identified his self with 
Me (the Soul of the universe); this accounts for the (sudden) stoppage of breath of all of you. 
Hence be not afraid and return each to your own adode; | shall (presently) deter the child from 
his penance, which is (otherwise) hard to resist. (82) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, forming part of the Story of Dhruva, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
: otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 


Dhruva returns home after receiving a boon from the Lord 
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Maitreya went on : Thus rid of their fear, the gods bent their heads low to the Lord (who 
took very long strides during His descent as Vamana or the Divine Dwarf in order to measure 
the three paces of land granted to Him by the demon king Bali) and returned to heaven. The 
Lord (who in His cosmic form appears with numberless heads) also thereupon flew on the 
back of Garuda to Madhuvana with a longing to see His devotee (Dhruva). (1) Dhruva saw 
that the form, brilliant as a flash of lightning, that was revealed in the lotus of his heart by an 
intellect sharpened by the ripeness of Yoga (concentration) had suddenly vanished, and (on 
opening his eyes) he beheld the same figure standing without. (2) Struck with awe at His 
Sight, the child (Dhruva) greeted Him by prostrating his body like.a log on the ground. He 
gazed at Him as if he would drink Him with his eyes, kiss Him with his lips and clasp Him 
with his arms. (3) Sri Hari, who is enthroned in the heart of all and was (equally) present in 
that of Dhruva too, (readily) perceived that the child was eager to extol Him but knew not how 
to do it and stood (before Him) with joined palms. Hence He graciously touched his cheek 
with His conch, which is no other than Veda (appearing in a concrete form). (4) Instantly 
blessed with divine speech conferred (on him by the Lord) and having realized the truth of 


the individual soul as well as of the Supreme Spirit, Dhruva, who was destined to have an 
eternal! abode (in the shape of the pole-star) calmly and devoutly proceeded to glorify the 
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Lord, whose great renown is universally known. (5) 
Fa Saat 
asa: sfasa wa areata sae dsiaqafaeshret: Beaat | 
SR FAUST, MOTT Tad Gee TS | 
Tata | arafaeUTereT | ATaereTeOAT © eRTEIRTSH | 
wenfaes oyeeeagig oaMa oaeq famagaienfa «| 
wer «agers fad qmas ea wa vasa: 
qermarit «aa Oe feed pefeet | Heart | c | 
i faqpuqaea we a a af Waeaaaauraedt: | 
adha seas HUadraesha aaah Pras FL! < | 
a fadteayat wa Weasel ET! 
a Balin auferate area oT yl fe arenteeaferterdta AAA | Ro | 
ahh Wg: waedt wie A sagt YaerA AEAAAeRTAMT | 
aaeeiesrgeeret «= Matfer FED MTOM: 1281 
= a wea feria vei a orce: Gaaeqqefanan: | 
2 wer wadauenfacdrmageety = HAIART: 182! 
friertigsetiquesearetiehs: after Teaser | 
wu wag 2 necetch aa: ut um afl a aa ale: 1%! 
aI wWelas We Jeq BW GR BeMTTaEg | 
aafiireeensrcrar gar wad sordishe ae ey! 
a frogeciqeiaas Suen gem sifeqest arateaeite: | 
aegguaturratiern Been ae fererafirrat aafaitr Se 1241 
afer fegiaat afte cata faeredt fafaeerna ongqqeaia 
aga faanatan da aaearcaaaeanae wa 126! 
went of wae weveiaargqusa: geared | 
aaand ara Uhura Sam, ala SRHATSHIISE | 8 | 


Dhruva said: Hail to You, the Glorious Person, the Wielder of all potencies, who, having 
entered my inner self (heart), awaken by Your glory my dormant speech and other organs 
suchas hands, feet, ears, the tactile sense and so on. (6) Itis Youalone, O Lord, who, having 
evolved the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) and all these other pheno- 
mena by Your own potency called Maya, consisting of the three Gunas—which are capable 
of assuming multitudinous forms—enter them as their Inner Controller, and presiding over 
the illusory senses (which are mere transformations of the three Gunas) appear as many, 
though really one, even as fire appears diversified in relation to different pieces of wood. (7) 
Through the vision conferred by You, O Lord, Brahma (who sought refuge in You) viewed 
this universe like one who has just woke from sleep. How can the soles of Your feet, the resort 
of even liberated souls, be forgotten by him who is conscious of Your benevolent acts. O 
friend of the afflicted ? (8) Their mind has surely been beguiled by Your Maya (deluding 
potency), who worship You—a veritable wish-yielding tree, capable of freeing one from (ithe 
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bondage of) birth and death—for other purposes and hanker after the pleasures of sense, 
enjoyable by the body (which is no better than a corpse), and which can be had by living 
beings even in hell. (9) The bliss which is enjoyed by embodied souls through meditation on 
Your lotus-feet or by hearing the stories of Your devotees is not found even in Brahma (the 
Absolute), who is blissful in essence. How, then, could it be enjoyed by them (the gods) who 
are hurled from the aerial cars smashed by the sword of Death? (10) May lenjoy the intimate 
fellowship, O infinite Lord, of exalted souls, possessed of a pure heart and constantly 
devoted to You, so that | may easily cross the terrible ocean of metempsychosis, full of great 
perils, drunk with the nectar of Your (delectable) virtues and stories. (11) They who have 
cultivated the close fellowship of men whose heart is captivated with the fragrance of Your 
lotus-feet, O Lord with a lotus sprung from Your navel, think no more of their mortal frame, 
which is extremely dear to all, much less of those connected with it, viz., their sons, relations, 
house, wealth and wife. (12) O birthless one, | know only Your grossest (cosmic) form, full 
of animals, trees and mountains, birds, reptiles, gods and demons and human beings, 
consisting of gross and subtle elements and brought about by many causes, such as the 
Mahat-tattva and so on; | am not aware, O supreme Lord, of Your other Self, higher than this, 
which transcends all speech. (13) You are the same as the Supreme Person, who at the end 
of a cycle (at the time of universal dissolution) reposes with none beside Him save Lord 
Ananta (the serpent-god Sesa) and on his very coil, withdrawing all this universe into His 
belly and with His eyes turned inward (buried as He is in Yoganidra or the sleep of Samadhi). 
Nay, itis in the seed-vessel of the gold lotus representing all the fourteen worlds and sprung 
from the ocean of Your navel that the shining Brahma (the creator) appears ! | bow to that 
Lord. (14) You are the eternally free, all-pure and all-knowing Self, the immutable, most 
ancient Person, possessed of all divine attributes and the Controller of the three Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti). Witnessing by Your unobstructed vision the different states of the mind, 
You appear as Visnu (the Deity presiding over sacrifices) for the preservation (of the 
universe) and are altogether distinct (from the Jiva). (15) It is in You that the manifold 
potencies of opposite character, namely, Vidya (the power of omniscience) and so on, 
constantly appear in unbroken succession. You are no other than Brahma (the Absolute), 
the cause of the universe, indivisible, without beginning or end, purely blissful in character 
and changeless. | take refuge in You. (16) In the eyes of him who constantly adores You as 
an embodiment of supreme bliss (seeking no other object), Your lotus-feet, O Lord, are the 
only true blessing as compared with other boons (sovereignty etc.). Nevertheless, my 
Master, just as a cow that has recently calved nourishes its calf (by its milk) and protects it 
(against wolves etc.,) You foster even wretched (interested) devotees like us, impatient as 
You (always) are to shower Your grace on them. (17) 
7 sara 
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Maitreya resumed : Thus extolled by that sagacious child, who cherished a noble 

purpose, the Lord, who is fond of His devotees, cheerfully received its praises and spoke as 


follows. (18) 
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The Lord said: | know the cherished desire of your heart, O Ksatriya boy. Although it 
is difficult to attain, | grant it, O child of commendable vow. May prosperity wait on you. (19) 
| bestow on you O blessed one, that effulgent and lasting abode which has not (so far) been 
attained to by others. The entire stellar sphere—consisting of planets, lunar mansions 
and (other) stars—stands fastened to it even as oxen employed in trampling corn are bound 
to a post in the middle of a threshing-floor. It survives even those who live for a whole day 
of Brahma (i.e., even after the dissolution of the three world—earth, heaven and the 
intermediate region); nay, the stars presided over by Dharma (the god of piety), Agni (the 
god of fire), KaSyapa ( alord of created beings) andthe seven Rsis, the Venus and other stars 
too revolve roundit, ever keeping it to their right. (20-21) (Even here) when your father retires 
to the forest after handing over ( the dominion of) the earth (to you), you will rule over the 
globe for a period of thirty-six thousand years, firmly established in righteousness and with 
your senses (faculties) unimpaired. (22) Again, when your half-brother, Uttama, loses his life 
in a hunting expedition, his mother (Suruci) will enter a forest fire while searching for him in 
the forest, he being the only subject of her thought. (23) (You know) Yajfia (sacrifice) is My 
beloved form. Therefore, worshipping Me through a number of sacrifices, in which liberal 
fees will be paid (to the officiating priests), and having enjoyed true blessings in this life, you 
will ultimately fix your thought (exclusively) on Me. (24) Thereby you will ascend to My abode, 
which is adored by all other spheres andis situated even higher than (the abode of) the seven 
Rsis (the Ursa Major), attaining to which one does not return (to this mortal world). (25) 
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Maitreya continued : Thus glorified (by Dhruva) and having promised to him (an abode 
in) His own realm, the Lord, who bears the emblem of Garuda on His banner, rose to His own 
abode, while the child stood gazing (in wonder) (26) The child was not very pleased even 
after attaining his cherished object—which had been obtained through the worship of Lord 
Visnu's feet, and had quenched (all) his desires (once for all)—and returned to the city (the 
capital of his father). (27) 
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Vidura said : How is it that Dhruva (who knew the real value of things) felt as if he had 
not realized his object, even though he had secured in the course of a single life (a title to) 
the supreme Abode of Sri Hari, the Lord of Maya (Prakrti), which is so very difficult to attain 
and is earned solely through the worship of His feet ? (28) 


a sara 
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Maitreya replied : His heart having been pierced with the shaft-like words of his 
stepmother and their memory still fresh (in his mind), Dhruva did not seek Mukti (final 
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beatitude) even from the Lord of Mukti; that'is why he was filled with remorse (when the 
bitterness was gone through the sight of the Lord). (29) 
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Dhruva said (to himself) : Even after securing, in the course of (mere) six months, the 

asylum of His feet, whose truth perpetual celibates like Sanandana (and his three brothers— 
Sanaka, Sanatana and Sanatkumara)—have been able to realize through abstract medita- 
tion practised through many lives, | have receded from them, my mind being fixed on 
diversity. (30) Oh, look at my folly ! Alas ! how unfortunate | am that, having reached the soles 
of His feet, who is capable of ending the cycle of birth and death, | asked for something which 
is bound to perish. (31) (It seems) my judgment was perverted by the gods, who (evidently) 
could not bear to see my rare good fortune inasmuch as they are sure (one day) to fall (from 
their elevated position). That is why | refused to believe the true words of Narada, most 
wicked that | am. (32) Clinging to the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) and (hence) taking-a 
perverted view of things, |, burnt with jealousy, mistaking my own brother for an enemy— 
although (from the point of view of the spirit) there in none other than me—just as a sleeping 
(dreaming) man sees the projection of his own self in the form of a lion, snake and so on and 
gets afraid of the same. (33) Like medical treatment in the case of one whose life has come 
to an end | asked in vain for this (sovereignty of the world). Having propitiated through 
austere penance the Soul of the universe, who is (so) difficult to please and is capable of 
ending the cycle of birth and death, | asked of Him only worldly fortune (which is conducive 
to rebirth), hapless that | am! (34) Alas! like a pauper seeking unhusked grains of a universal 
monarch, |, whose stock of merit had been depleted, foolishly asked for worldly power and 
pelf (that tends to swell one's pride) at the hands of Him who was ready to grant me the joy 
that constitutes one's own essence. (35) 


Maitreya began again : People (devotees) like you, who take delight in the dust of the 
lotus-feet of Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) and whose mind remains sated with 
whatever is got without any effort, seek nothing for themselves beyond the privilege of 
serving Him. (36) 
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When the king (Uttanapada) heard that his son (Dhruva) was coming back, he did not 
give credence to the news any more than one would believe the story of anyone's returning 
to life after death (and said to himself,)" How could a wretched being like me have such good 
luck ?" (37) He (however) put faith in the words of the celestial sage (Narada) and was 
(forthwith) overwhelmed with intensity of joy. Highly pleased with the man who had brought 
the news, he rewarded him with a costly pearl necklace. (38) Eager to see his son, he 
mounted a car decked with gold and drawn by excellent horses and, surrounded by 
Brahmanas, the elders of his race, ministers and kinsfolk, sallied forth from the city, while 
conchs were being blown and kettledrums sounded, Vedic hymns were loudly chanted and 
flutes played upon (even as he drove in the car). (39-40) Adorned with gold ornaments, his 
two queens, Suniti and Suruci, too mounted a palanquin and proceeded along with prince 
Uttama ( Suruci's son). (41) The king, whose heart had been pining for his son for along time, 
hurriedly alighted from the car when he saw the boy coming near the garden, and quickly 
went up to him. Overpowered with affection and heaving deep sighs, he folded in his arms 
Dhruva, who had been absolved of all his sins and freed from all bondages by the touch of 
Lord Visnu's feet. (42-43) His great ambition (of seeing his son safe and sound again) having 
been realized, the king smelt Dhruva's head (out of affection) again and again and bathed 
him with his cool tears (of love and joy). (44) 
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Having bowed at his father's feet and received his benedictions (in return), and being 
kindly spoken to and received with honour by him, Dhruva, the foremost of noble souls, bent 
his head low to both his mothers (Suniti and Suruci). (45) Lifting up the child fallen at her feet, 
Suruci (Dhruva's stepmother) pressed it to her bosom and ina voice choked with tears said, 
"May you live (long) !" (46) Just as water flows down to a low level of its own accord, so all 
living beings submit to him who has pleased Sri Hari through virtues like friendliness (to all) 
and so on. (47) Both Uttama and Dhruva experienced a thrill of joy when, overwhelmed with 
love, they hugged each other and shed a flood of tears again and again. (48) Suniti, Dhruva's 
mother, was relieved of her agony as she hugged her son, who was dearer (to her) than life, 
and felt gratified by the very touch of his body. (49) Milkincessantly flowed, O valiant Vidura, 
from the breasts of Suniti (the mother of a hero), bathed as they were at that time with her 
tears of joy. (50) The people (of the city) felicitated the (senior) queen (Suniti) and said, 
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“Luckily enough (for all of us) your son, who had long been iost, has been recovered and has 
(thus) wiped out your agony. He will in course of time rule over the terrestrial globe. (51) You 
have surely adored the Lord, who puts an end to the suffering of the suppliant, and by 
constantly contemplating on whom the wise have succeeded in conquering death, which is 
so very difficult to conquer." (52) 
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Placing Dhruva, who was thus being fondly caressed by the people, on (the back of) a 
female elephant along with his (younger) brother (Uttama), the king (Uttanapada) joyously 
entered the city (of Barhismati), acclaimed (by all). (53) The city was decorated here and 
there with plantain trees and young arecas containing bunches (of fruits and blossoms) set 
up with charming alligator-shaped festoons tied to them, and was adorned at every entrance 
with jars full of water with lights burning on them and leaves of mango trees, pieces of cloth, 
wreaths of flowers and strings of pearls hanging about their necks. (54-55) It was graced on 
all sides with defensive walls, gates and mansions decked with gold and with their fops 
shining like the glorious pinnacles of aerial cars. (56) Its quadrangles, streets, attics and 
roads had been cleaned and the city sprinkled with sandal water. Again, it was scattered with 
fried as well as unfried rice, unbroken rice, flowers, fruits and (other) offerings. (57) 
Everywhere the virtuous women of the city showered on Dhruva, as they saw him on the 
road, white mustard seeds, unbroken rice, curds, water, blades of Durva (panic grass), 
flowers and fruits, uttering their benedictions (on the child) out of (pure) affection; and 
hearing their sweet strains, Dhruva entered the palace of his father. (58-59) 
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Fondly caressed by his father, Dhruva lived in that excellent palace built of most precious 
stones, like a god in heaven. (60) It was furnished with best of ivory (soft and white) as the 
froth of milk and provided with coverings of gold, and contained costly seats and other 
furniture, made of gold. (61) In its walls of crystal and emerald shone lights in the shape of 
bright gems placed in the hands of beautiful female figures carved in precious stones. (62) 
Within the premises of the palace there were pleasure-gardens charming with different 
species of celestial trees, resorted to by warbling pairs of birds and humming bees drunk with 
honey. (63) It also contained extensive wells with steps of cat's-eye, containing white and 
blue lotuses and water-lilies and inhabited by swarms of swans and ducks, ruddy geese and 
cranes. (64) 
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The royal sage Uttanapada was highly amazed to see (with his own eyes) the most 
wonderful glory of his son (Dhruva), of which he had (already) heard (from the mouth of 
Narada). (65) (Later on) the king made Dhruva the sovereign of the entire globe, when he 
saw that the prince had not only come of age, but had also won the esteem of the ministers 
and the devotion of the people. (66) And perceiving himself advanced in age, the king was 
(now) disgusted with the pleasures of sense and departed for the woods, contemplating on 
the essential character of the Self. (67) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse entitled "The Coronation of Dhruva" in Book 
Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse X 
Uttama's death at the hands of the Yaksas and 


Dhruva's encounter with them 
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Maitreya continued : Dhruva married Bhrami, daughter of Sisumara, a lord of created 
beings, and the couple were blessed with two sons, Kalpa and Vatsara. (1) Through his 
(other) wife, lla, daughter of Vayu (the wind-god), too.the mighty Dhruva begotason, Utkala 
by name, and a daughter, a very jewel among women. (2) Uttama (Dhruva's half-brother), 
however, who was yet unmarried, was killed in the course of a hunting expedition on the 
Himalaya mountain by a Yaksa, who was stronger than he, and his mother (Suruci, Dhruva's 
stepmother) followed him (to the abode of Yama). (3) 
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Overcome with anger, indignation and grief at the news of his brother's death, Dhruva 
mounted his victorious car and marched against the city of Alaka (the abode of the Yaksas). 


(4) Proceeding in a northerly direction, the king (Dhruva) saw ina valley of the Himalayas 
the city (of Alaka) crowded with the Guhyakas (Yaksas) and inhabited by spirits and ghosts 
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(the attendants of Lord Rudra). (5) The stout-armed Dhruva blew his conch, causing the 
heavens as well as the quarters to resound, and the women of the demigods, O Vidura, were 
greatly alarmed at the sound and cast a bewildered look. (6) 
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Impatient at the blast, the mighty and great warriors among the demigods sallied forth 
from their stronghold with uplifted weapons and proceeded (against Dhruva). (7) As they 
rushed towards him, O valiant Vidura, Dhruva (the great car-warrior), who was armed with 
a fierce bow, hit them all at once with three shafts each. (8) With the arrows planted in their 
brow, they all thought themselves vanquished and applauded that feat of his. (9) Intolerant 
of his valour like serpents, who cannot tolerate being trodden on, they in their anxiety to 
achieve twice as muchas he had done simultaneously struck him (with six arrows each). (10) 
Full of rage and eager to return his volleys, the Yaksas, numbering one hundred and thirty 
thousand, rained on him as well as on his car and charioteer iron clubs, swords, lances, pikes 
and axes, javelins, double-edged swords, Bhusundis and arrows with many-coloured 
feathers. (11-12) Screened with the thick volley of weapons, even as a hill is covered with 
a torrential shower. Dhruva (the son of Uttanapada) could not be seen at that time. (13) That 
very moment arose a plaintive cry raised by the Siddhas who had been witnessing the scene 
from heaven: "Drowned in the sea of the Punyajana (Yaksa) host, this sun of Manu's race 
has set !" (14) Then, in the midst of the roaring of the Raksasas (Yaksas) * who were 
proclaiming their own triumph on the field of battle, Dnruva's car came into view, like the sun 
from behind (a cloud of) mist. (15) 
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Twanging his celestial bow and inspiring terror into (the heart of) the enemies, Dhruva 
tore to pieces their host of missiles even as a blast disperses an army of clouds. (16) Piercing 
the armour of the Raksasas, the sharp arrows discharged from his bow disappeared into 
their bodies as thunderbolts into mountains. (17) Strewn all over with the heads adorned with 
beautiful ear-rings, thighs resembling gold palmyras, arms graced with bracelets as well as 
with the necklaces, armlets, diadems and costly turbans of the enemies, who were being 
mowed down with the shafts (of Dhruva), the fields of battle, which ravished the mind of 
heroes, looked very charming. (18-19) 


* Here as well as in the subsequent verses the Yaksas have been promiscuously referred to as ‘Raksasas' and 'Asuras+ 
obviously because all these species are akin to one another and the population of Alaka was a mixture of all these. 
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Hosts of other Raksasas, who had escaped death, yet who had most of their limbs cut 
off with the arrows of Dhruva (the foremost of the Ksatriyas), fled from the field of battle like 
troop-leaders of elephants disturbed in their sport by the king of beasts. (20) Not finding then 
anyone left with a weapon in that extensive field of battle, Dhruva (the foremost of Manu's 
race) felt inclined to behold the city of the enemies, yet he refrained from entering it (and 
said,) "No man can know the intention of those skilled in enchantment !" (21) Addressing his 
charioteer as above, Dhruva (who rode in a wonderful chariot) remained on his guard, 
apprehending renewed opposition from the enemy, when he heard a (loud) noise like the 
roaring of an ocean, and further beheld in every direction the dust raised by a blast. (22) 
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In an instant the sky was overcast on all sides with a canopy of clouds accompanied by 
flashes of lightning and alarming claps of thunder in every direction. (23) They rained torrent 
of blood as wellas phlegm etc., pus, ordure, urine and fat and before him fell headless trunks 
from the sky, O sinless Vidura. (24) Then appeared a mountain in the air and there rained 
on all sides maces, iron clubs, swords and Musalas (a particular type of arrow), as well as 
showers accompanied with volleys of stones. (25) Serpents ran up to him hissing with a 
thunder-like roar and discharging fire from their eyes in rage, and there came rushing in 
herds mad elephants, lions and tigers. (26) Assuming a threatening aspect as at the time of 
universal dissolution and roaring deeply, the terrible ocean approached on all sides deluging 
the earth with waves. (27) By their conjuring tricks, peculiar to the demons, the Yaksas, who 
are noted for their cruel disposition, displayed many such phenomena which inspired terror 
into (the heart of) the pusillanimous. (28) Seeing the conjuring trick employed by the Yaksas 
against Dhruva—a trick which was so very difficult to counteract—a number of hermits that 
had assembled there prayed for his welfare (in the following words). (29) 
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The hermits said : O son of Uttanapada may the almighty Lord Visnu (the Wielder of 
the famous Sarnga bow), who relieves the agony of His suppliants, wipe out your enemies! 


By uttering and hearing His very Name people easily succeed in this very life in conquering 
death, which is so hard to overcome, O dear Dhruva. (30) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse in Book Four of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XI 
Swayambhuva Manu intervenes and persuades Dhruva to cease fighting 
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Maitreya went on : On hearing the prayer of the sages, who spoke as above, Dhruva 
sipped some water and (after washing his hand) set to his bow the missile that had been 
evolved by the divine sage Narayana. (1) While the missile was being fixed to the bow, the 
illusory appearances conjured up by the Guhyakas (Yaksas) forthwith vanished in the same 
way as nescience and its progeny (egotism and so on) disappear at the dawn of wisdom, 
O Vidura. (2) Even as he fixed on his bow the missile evolved by the sage Narayana there 
flew from it arrows with shafts of gold and feathers resembling the wings of a swan, and 
penetrated the enemy ranks like peacocks entering a forest with a terrible noise. (3) Assailed 
on the battle-field with those sharp-edged arrows, the Punyajanas (Yaksas) felt much 
enraged and with uplifted weapons darted against Dhruva from all sides even as serpents 
would rush at Garuda with their hoods drawn up. (4) As they ran towards him on the field 
of battle he tore off with his arrows their arms, thighs, necks and bellies and despatched them 
to that highest realm (Satyaloka, the abode of Brahma), which recluses attain to, carving 
their way through the sphere of the sun. (5) Dhruva's grandfather, Swayambhuva Manu, was 


overcome with compassion to see those innocent Guhyakas being killed in large numbers 
by Dhruva (who was mounted on a wonderful car). He arrived (on the scene) along with a 
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number of sages and spoke to the son of Uttanapada (as follows). (6) 
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Manu said : Have done, dear child, with this sinful rage, a gateway to hell, swayed by 
which you have slain (all) these innocent Punyajanas. (7) The carnage of innocent demigods 
which you have embarked upon is not becoming of our race, dear son; for such an act is 
denounced by the righteous.(8) Indeed for the fault of one many have been killed by you 
because of their connection with the offender, highly perturbed as you were by the death of 
your brother, whom you loved so dearly, my darling. (9) That one should destroy living beings 
after the manner of the beasts, taking the body-which is external to the mind—as one's own 
self, surely this is not the way of the righteous, who are devoted to the Lord (the Ruler of our 
senses). (10) Having adored (in your very childhood) Sri Hari, the abode of all living beings, 
who is so difficult to propitiate, regarding all creatures as your own self, you have secured 
(for yourself) that supreme realm of Lord Visnu ! (11) Constantly abiding in the thought of Sri 
Hari and esteemed even by His devotees, how did you perpetrate this reprehensible act— 
you who ought to instruct others in the ways of the righteous ? (12) Itis through forbearance 
(towards our elders), compassion (towards our inferiors), friendliness (towards our equals) 
and even-mindedness towards all living beings that the Lord, the Universal Spirit, is 
thoroughly pleased (with us). (13) On the Lord being thoroughly pleased a man is rid of the 
three modes of Prakrti (Sattva etc.,) and of their evolute, the subtle body, and becomes.one 


with the all-blissful Brahma. (14) 
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sian: Sip : ' 
The male and the female are products of the five gross elements developed in the form 
of a gross body and from their copulation spring up other men and women in the world. (15) 
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Thus proceed the creation and preservation as well as the dissolution (of the universe) from 
a disturbance in the equilibrium of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) brought about 
by the Lord's own Maya (deluding potency) O king ! (16) As for God (the Supreme Person), 
who is (ever) free from the three Gunas ( modes of Prakrti), He serves only as an occasion 
for the transformation of these Gunas. It is due to Him that this universe, consisting of both 
cause and effect, (ever) remains in a state of flux even as iron is set in motion (by the 
presence of a loadstone). (17) The Lord's energy is divided (in the form of the creative, 
protective and destructive powers) when the equilibrium of the three Gunas gets disturbed 
under the force of His energy known by the name of Time. That is how He creates this 
universe, though remaining a non-doer, and dissolves it even though a non-destroyer. The 
Lord's energy (in the shape of Time) is indeed hard to conceive. (18) Itis the same immortal 
Lord who as the Time-Spirit puts an end to the world, though endless Himself, and is the first 
Maker (of the universe), though Himself without beginning. It is He who creates the universe 
by begetting one individual through another and dissolves the same by destroying the 
destroyer Himself through Death.(19) Equally entering all created beings as Death, the 
Supreme Being treats none as His own or as His enemy. Like particles of dust following a 
blast, all living beings follow the course of the Time- Spirit subject to their own destiny. (20) 
The all-pervading Lord, who ever remains in His own natural state, cuts short as well as 
prolongs the life of a living being, a creature of its destiny, though Himself immune from 
such changes.(21) Some (the followers of the Mimamsa school of thought) speak of Him 
as Karma (ritual), while others (the Carvakas or materialists) call Him by the name of 
Nature, O ruler of men. Some refer to Him as Kala (Time), others (the astrologers) as 
Destiny, while still other people give Him the appellation of Kama (Desire). (22) No one, 
dear son, knows (even) the intention of the Lord, who is neither open to sense-perception 
nor to any other means of cognition and who is the fountain-head of manifold energies 
(such as Mahat-tattva or the principal of cosmic intelligence). Who, then, can know the 
Lord Himself, one's own origin ? (23) 
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It is not these Yaksas (attendants of Kubera, the Bestower of riches), my child, who slew 


SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 11 


LEAH HHLAKAA SHAE AAAS LHAKELELARE RELA HELELSEE RELEASE AAR ALLAH HLA AAA HH 


your brother. It is God alone, dear son, who is responsible for a man's birth and death. (24) 
It is He who creates the universe and it is He again who preserves and destroys it. 
Nevertheless, being free from egotism, He is neither attached to the modes of Nature nor 
to the functions (of creation etc., discharged by Him). (25) United with His own energy known 
by the name of Maya, He evolves, protects and withdraws into Himself (all) living beings— 
He who is their Ruler and Protector, nay, their very Self. (26) With all your being, dear son, 
resort to that Divinity alone, who is death itself (to those who are not devoted to Him) and 
Immortality (to His devotees), who is the ultimate resort of the (whole) universe and to whom 
(even) the creators of the world (Brahma and the other lords of created beings) bear offerings 
even as oxen, controlled by a string passed through their nostrils, bear loads (for their 
master). (27) Cut to the quick by the (taunting) words of your stepmother, you left your (own) 
mother when a (mere) child of five; and, retiring to the woods, you succeeded in propitiating 
the Lord by means of your penance and by controlling your senses, and secured (for 
yourself) an abode higher than the three worlds (the earth, heaven and the intermediate 
region) ! (28) With your eyes turned inward, seek, dear Dhruva, that Supreme Spirit, who 
fondly stays ina mind free from animosity, who is devoid of attributes, one (without a second), 
imperishable and ever free, and by whose presence this phenomenal world of diversity, 
though unreal, appears to exist. (29) Then, by practising supreme devotion to the immortal 
Lord, who is the Inner Controller of all selves, who is pure and absolute Bliss and is 
possessed of all powers, you will gradually succeed in breaking asunder the hard knot 
of ignorance in the shape of (the notions of) "I" and "mine". (30) By dint of your vast 
learning, O king, curb your anger—which is the greatest impediment to (the attainment 
of) every blessing—even as a disease is controlled with the help of a medicine. May God 
bless you. (31) A wise man who seeks (to attain) for himself the state of fearlessness 
should never allow himself to be overpowered by anger; for people are terribly afraid of the 
man whois swayed byt. (32) You have committed a (great) offence against Kubera (the god 
of riches), the friend of Lord Siva (who lives on a mountain), in that you killed the Yaksas, 
though under provocation, thinking that it were they who had killed your brother. (33) 
Propitiate him soon, my child, through submissiveness and polite words before the anger of 
exalted souls (like him) should destroy our race. (34) 
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Having thus admonishedhis grandson, Dhruva, and greeted by the latter, Swayambhuva 
Manu returned to his city along with the sages (who had accompanied him). (35) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse in Book Four of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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BIN gleaseara: 


Discourse XIl 
Kubera confers a boon on Dhruva, who ascends 
to the abode of Lord Visnu 
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Maitreya continued : Having come to know that Dhruva's anger had been appeased 
and that he had desisted from (further) bloodshed, the worshipful Kubera (the god of riches) 
arrived there, glorified by the Caranas (celestial bards), Yaksas and Kinnaras, and spoke to 
Dhruva, who stood (before him) with joined palms. (1) 
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The god of riches said : O Ksatriya prince, | am highly pleased with you since at the 
remonstrance of your grandfather (Swayambhuva Manu) you have renounced the feeling 
of animosity, so difficult to give up, O sinless one. (2) (As a matter of fact), it was not you who 
killed the Yaksas nor did the Yaksas slay your brother (Uttama). The Time-spirit alone is 
responsible for the birth and death of living beings. (3) Like the dream-consciousness, the 
false notion of 'I' and 'you' arises in man through ignorance (of his essential nature) and as 
a result of his self-identification with the body; and it is due to this notion that he has to suffer 
bondage as well as miseries. (4) Therefore, God bless you, Dhruva, go and worship for the 
sake of freedom from birth (and death) the Lord—who is above sense-perception and yet 
manifest in the form of all living beings, whose feet are the only object worth resorting to, who 
puts an end to birth (and death) and who, though united (for the purposes of creation etc.), 
with His own energy known by the name of Maya and consisting of the three Gunas (Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas), is yet devoid of it (in His absolute aspect)—treating all living beings as 
your own self. (5-6) Freely and unhesitatingly ask of me, O king, a boon which is foremost 
in your mind, O son of Uttanapada, you being (eminently) fit to receive a boon (from me); for 
we have heard, dear Dhruva, that you are so near the feet of the Lord (who has a lotus sprung 
from His navel). (7) 
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Maitreya went on : When the great-minded Dhruva, an eminent devotee of the Lord, 
was egged on by Kubera (the king of the Yaksas) to ask for a boon, he sought to be blessed 
with constant remembrance of Sri Hari, with the help of which one is easily able to cross the 
ocean of worldly existence (which is an outcome of ignorance, and) which is so difficult to 
get over. (8) With a glad heart Kubera (the son of Idavida) conferred on him the boon of 
constant remembrance of the Lord and thereafter vanished before his very eyes; and Dhruva 
too returned to his own capital (Barhismati). (9) Then he propitiated, through (the perform- 
ance of ) anumber of sacrifices attended with liberal fees (to the officiating priests), the Lord 
of sacrifices, who is the reward of ritual acts—performed with the help of material substances 
(clarified butter etc.), sacrificial activity (the work of the priests) and the deities (such as the 
fire-god, Indra and others) worshipped in the course of a sacrifice—as well as the dispenser 
of their fruit. (10) Maintaining an ardent flow of Devotion to the immortal Lord, who is the Inner 
Controller of all and yet who excludes all, he saw seated in himself as well as in all (other) 
beings the same all-pervading Lord. (11) The people looked upon him as their own father— 
him, who was thus possessed of a lofty character, devoted to the Brahmana and tender to 
the afflicted, and who preserved the bounds of propriety. (12) Exhausting (the stock of) his 
merit through luxuries (permitted by the Sastras) and neutralizing evil by practising self- 
denial (in the form of charity and the performance of sacrifices etc.), he ruled over the 
terrestrial globe for thirty-six thousand years (the span of life of a god).(13) Having thus spent 
a long period as a means to (the attainment of ) the three objects of human pursuit, (viz., 
religious merit, worldly prosperity and sensuous enjoyment) with his senses fully controlled, 
the high-souled Dhruva (eventually) made over the throne to his son (Utkala). (14) 
Regarding this universe—which is no more real than a dream or a hallucination caused by 
ignorance—as super-imposed on his own self by Maya (illusion), and realizing his own body, 
wives, progeny and kinsfolk, as well as his army, rich treasury, gynaeceum, delightful 
pleasure-grounds and (his dominion over) the sea-girt terrestrial globe as overtaken by 
Death, he left for Visala (the forest of Badarikasrama, the modern Badrinatha). (15-16) 
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There (at Visala) he purified his mind by taking a plunge in the sacred waters (of the holy 
Ganga) and, after steadying himself in a squatting posture, controlled his breath (through 
the process of Pranayama). Then, having withdrawn his senses (from the outside world) with 
the help of his mind, he fixed it on the gross (cosmic) form of the Lord, and meditating on it 
till the distinction of subject and object altogether disappeared from his mind, he was lost in 
Samadhi (abstract meditation) and abandoned the thought even of that (cosmic body). (17) 
Maintaining an unceasing flow of devotion towards Lord Sri Hari, he was bathed ina stream 
of blissful tears again and again. His heart melted (with emotion), a thrill ran through all his 
limbs, and rid of self-identification with the body, he lost consciousness even of his own 
individuality. (18) While in that state, Dhruva beheld an excellent aerial car descending from 
the heavens. Like a rising full moon, it shed a bright lustre all round’as well as above and 
below. (19) He further saw therein two foremost divinities, swarthy of hue, possessed of four 
arms and-eyes resembling a pair of red lotuses, clad in a beautiful attire and adorned with 
crowns, pearl necklaces, armlets and charming ear-rings. They were still in the prime of 
youth and stood leaning against their maces. (20) Concluding them to be attendants of Lord 
Visnu (of excellent renown), he sprang onhis feet, and forgetting in the flurry (of the moment) 
the prescribed course (of worship), (simply) bowed to them with joined palms, uttering the 
names of the Lord (the Slayer of the demon Madhu) and thinking them to be His foremost 
attendants. (21) Sunanda and Nanda, the two esteemed attendants of Lord Visnu (who has 
a lotus sprung from His navel), approached Dhruva—whose mind was set on Sri Krsna's 
feet, and who stood with joined palms, his head bent low in humility—and smilingly spoke 
(as follows). (22) 
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Sunanda and Nanda said : O king; God bless you, listen attentively to our words—you, 
who succeeded in propitiating the Lord through (your) penance while yet a child of five ! (23) 
We two are attendants of the selfsame Lord, the Wielder of the famous Sarnga bow and the 
Sustainer of the whole world, and have called here to take you to the Lord's abode. (24) You 
have secured (an abode in) the realm of Lord Visnu, which is exceedingly difficult to attain 
to, and which even the seers (the sages presiding over the seven stars known by the name 


of the Great Bear) are unable to reach and only look up to from below. (Come with us and) 
take up your abode there. Planets, lunar mansions and other stars, including the sun and 
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the moon, revolve round that realm, placing it on their right. (25) Take up your residence in 
that supreme Abode of Lord Visnu, which is worthy of adoration fo: all the worlds and has 
never been attained to by your forbears or even others, dear Dhruva ! (26) Be pleased to 
mount, O long-lived one ! this excellent aerial car, despatched (for you) by the Lord, the 
foremost among those enjoying the highest renown. (27) 
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Maitreya resumed : On hearing the above words of the two chief servants of Lord 
Visnu—words, which dropped nectar (as it were), Dhruva, a beloved devotee of the Lord 
(who took wide strides in order to rob Bali of his sovereignty of the three worlds) performed 
his ablutions, finished his daily routine (of devotions) and adorned his person and, having 
bowed low to the sages (residing in that hermitage), he drew forth their benediction. (28) 
Having worshipped and gone round (from left to right) that excellent aerial car and made 
obeisance to the two divine attendants, and endowed with a (divine) form shining like gold, 
he felt inclined to mount it. (29) In the meantime Dhruva (the son of Uttanapada) saw Death 
arrived (there) and, having set his foot on the latter's head, stepped into the wonderful 
car.(30) At the moment kettledrums as well as drums and tabors etc., sounded (of their own 
accord), the chief among the Gandharvas (celestial songsters) loudly sang and showers of 
flowers rained (on Dhruva). (31) 
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As he was about to soar for the divine realm, Dhruva recalled his mother Suniti, and said 
to himself, "Shall | have to proceed to the inaccessible heaven, leaving my poor mother 
behind ?" (32) Having read his mind as depicted above, the two foremost divinities showed 
the shining lady going ahead (of Dhruva) in another aerial car. (33) Greeted at every stage 
on the route with showers of flowers by gods shouting applause from their aerial cars, he saw 
(went past) the planets one after another. (34) Passing beyond the three worlds (the earth, 
the intermediate region and the celestial world) as well as beyond (the region of) the seven 
seers by the route of the gods, Dhruva, who had attained the eternal state, eventually 
reached the Abode of Lord Visnu, lying still further. (85) That realm of Lord Visnu shines all 
round by its own splendour; nay, even the three worlds (referred to above) merely reflect its 
light. They who are lacking compassion for (other) living beings have never attained to it; they 
alone reach it who ceaselessly perform benevolent deeds. (86) They who are calm and 
collected and look upon others with the same eye, nay, who are pure (of body and mind) and 
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complaisant to all living beings and who look upon the devotees of the immortal Lord as their 
only kinsmen easily ascend to that Abode of the immortal Lord. (37) 
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In this way Dhruva, son of Uttanapada, who solely depended on Lord Sti Krsna, shone 
as a gem of the purest ray serene, forming the crown of the three worlds. (38) Fastened to 
this realm, the stellar sphere vigilantly revolves round it, O Vidura (descendant of Kuru), even 
as the oxen (employed in trampling corn) revolve round the post in the middle of a threshing- 
floor with great speed, remaining attached to that post. (39) Witnessing his glory, the 
worshipful sage Narada chanted the following (three) verses in the sacrificial session called 
by the Pracetas, playing upon his (famous) lute. (40) 
ARG Sara 


Narada said : Even Brahmana sages (the expositors of the Vedas), though knowing 
the means, fail to attain the consummation reached as a result of his austere penance 
by the son of Suniti, who was so devoted to her husband. How, then, can rulers of men 
attain to that state ? (41) A child of five years, he retired to the woods with an aching heart, 
pierced by the shaft-like words of his stepmother, and, doing my bidding, won (the favour 
of) the Lord, who, though unconquered (by others) is overcome by the virtues of His 
devotees. (42) Can anyone who is born of Ksatriya parents on this earth aspire to attain 
on his analogy even in many successive years the exalted state won by Dhruva—a state 
which he attained to even as a child of five to six years in the course of a few days 
by propitiating Lord Visnu ? (43) 
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Maitreya took up the thread again : | have thus told you all that you asked me on this 
spot about the life-story of Dhruva of exalted renown, a story valued so much by noble 
souls.(44) It is conducive to wealth, fame and longevity, is (most) sacred and full of great 
blessings. Nay, in bestows heavenly bliss and even the eternal state; it is highly 
commendable and fit to be heard (even) by gods and wipes out one's sins. (45) By devoutly 
listening again and again to this story of a favourite devotee of the immortal Lord, Devotion 
to the Lord is sure to be engendered—Devotion which cuts at the root of (all) affliction. (46) 
Virtues like amiability and so on appear in (the heart of) the man who listens (to this story); 
nay, it is a fountain of greatness for those who seek it, a mine of spiritual glow for those 
aspiring for it and a source of honour to the high-minded. (47) With a concentrated mind one 
should recite this glorious story of king Dhruva of sacred renown (both) morning and evening 
before a congregation of the Brahmanas. (48) Devoted to the sacred feet of Lord Hari, he 
who recites it before an audience of pious souls on a full-moon day, the last day of a dark 
fortnight (when the sun and the moon ‘dwell together’), the twelfth day of either fortnight, the 
day on which the moon passes through the asterism known by the name of Sravana, a lunar 
day which commences after sunrise on a particular day and ends before the next sunrise, 
a Vyatipata (a particular astronomical Yoga when the sun and the moon are in the opposite 
Ayana and have the same declination, the sum of their longitudes being 180°), a Samkranti 
(the day on which the sun passes from one sign of the zodiac to another) or any sunday (or 
the seventh lunar day of either fortnight, which is particularly sacred to the sun-god), seeking 
no return for his service (either here or hereafter) and remaining satisfied with himself by 
himself, thereby attains perfection. (49-50) The gods shower their grace on that tender- 
hearted benefactor of the afflicted, wno imparts to one who has no knowledge of Truth this 
wisdom, which is like nectar on the path leading to God-Realization. (51) | have narrated to 
you, O foremost scion of Kuru, this narrative of king Dhruva whose pious doings are widely 
known and who, when he was a mere child, left his playthings as well as the roof of his mother 
and resorted for protection to Lord Visnu. (52) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled “The Narrative of Dhruva” 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sita continued : Vidura's devotion to the Lord (who is beyond sense-perception) was 


intensified when he heard (the story) of Dhruva's ascent to the Abode of Lord Visnu as told 
by the sage Maitreya (son of Kusaru); and he proceeded to ask the sage further questions 


(as below). (1) 
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Vidura said : Who were these Pracetas and whose offspring were they, O Maitreya 
of sacred vow? In whose line were they known (to have been born) and where did they have 
their sacrificial session? (2) | account Narada as a great devotee of the Lord andas one who 
has directly perceived the Lord. It is he who taught (in his magnum opus, the Paficaratra 
Agama) the Yoga of active devotion in the form of a (detailed) procedure of worshipping Sri 
Hari. (3) It is said that, full of devotion, Narada extolled the Lord, who is the Deity presiding 
over sacrifices, while He was being worshipped (through a sacrificial performance) by the 
Pracetas (who were devotees of the Lord and) addicted to their own religious duty. (4) Be 
pleased, O holy sage, to reproduce in full the stories of the Lord, which were narrated on that 
occasion by the celestia! sage (Narada), keen as | am to hear them. (5) 
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Maitreya said : When his father retired to the woods, Utkala, Dhruva's (eldest) son, felt 
no inclination to accept the imperial fortune and the imperial throne of his father. (6) 
Cogenitally possessed of a tranquil mind, free from attachment and viewing everything with 
an equal eye, he saw his own self projected throughout the universe and the universe as 
existing in his own self. (7) The impurities (still) lurking in his mind in the form (of impressions) 
of (evil) actions (done in the past) having been burnt by the fire of uninterrupted (practice) 
of Yoga (meditation), he looked upon his (individual) soul as no other than the tranquil 
Brahma (Infinite)—wherein all differences are set at rest forever, and which is one's real 
Self—and hence identical with the joy of consciousness, all-blissful and extending every- 
where, and no longer perceived anything apart from his own self. (8-9) Possessing the 
exterior of a stupid, blind, deaf, dumb or mad man, but unlike any of these in mind, he was 
seen on the road by the ignorant like a fire that has ceased to emit flames. (10) Thinking him 


to be dull and insane, the elders of the (royal) house as well as the ministers made Vatsara, 
his younger brother and son of Bhrami (Utkala's stepmother), the ruler of the globe. (11) 
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Swarvithi (who presided over the milky way), the beloved spouse of Vatsara (a year), 
brought forth six sons, Pusparna, Tigmaketu, Isa, Urja, Vasu and Jaya (by name). (12) 
Pusparna had two wives—Prabha (daylight) and Dosa (night). Pratah (morning), Madhyandina | 
(midday) and Sayam (evening) were the sons born of Prabha. (13) (Similarly) Pradosa 
(nightfall or the first part of night) Nisitha (midnight) and Vyusta (the close of night or dawn) 
were the three sons of Dosa. (Of these,) Vyusta begot through Puskarini (his wife) a son 
(named) Sarvateja. (14) The latter got through his wife, Akiati, a son, Caksu (by name), 
who was appointed as Manu (in the sixth Manvantara, called the Caksusa Manvantara 
after him). The Manu's consort, Nadwala, bore (twelve) faultless sons named Puru, Kutsa, 
Trita, Dyumna, Satyavan, Rta, Vrata, Agnistoma, Atiratra, Pradyumna, Sibi and 
Ulmuka. (15-16) Ulmuka begot through his wife, Puskarini, six excellent sons, Anga, 
Sumana, Khyati, Kratu, Angira and Gaya (by name). (17) Sunitha, who was Anga’'s wife, 
gave birth to the evil-minded Vena, fed up with whose wickedness that royal sage (Anga) 
left his capital (for the woods). (18) Angered by him, the sages, whose words were 
(unfailing) like a thunderbolt, pronounced a curse against him, O dear Vidura; and when 
(as a result of the curse) they died, they then churned his right hand (arm). (19) For, the 
world having been left without a ruler then, the people were harassed by robbers. (Now, 
as a result of the churning), there appeared the very first* ruler of the earth, Prthu, who 
embodied a ray of Lord Narayana. (20) 
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Vidura said : How did that pious and high-souled monarch, who was a very storehouse 

of virtue and devoted to the Brahmanas, get a wicked son, on account of which he had to 
depart (for the woods), full of grief? (21) And for what offence did the sages, who knew what 
was right, employ a curse against a sovereign who had taken a vow of punishing (the evil- 
doer)? (22) A ruler of the people, even though guilty, should not be treated with disrespect 
by the people inasmuch as he wields by his own glory the might of Indra and others (the 
protectors of the world). (23) Narrate to me, your trustful devotee, all the doings of Vena (the 
son of Sunitha), O holy Brahmana—you who are the foremost of those possessing the 
knowledge of the past as well as of the future. (24) 
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Maitreya said : The royal sage Anga (once) performed a great horse-sacrifice, in which 


*|twas Prihu who for the first time organized the population of the entire globe and founded cities, towns and villages. Hence 
he has been referred to in the above verse as the first ruler of the earth. 
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the gods did not appear (to take their share of offerings) even when invoked by the sages 
(who were great exponents of the Vedas). (25) Amazed at this, the priests officiating at the 
sacrifice now said to the sacrificer (Emperor Anga), "The gods accept not your oblations, 
poured (into the fire by us). (26) (The materials of) your offerings, O king, are pure and have 
been procured with reverence. The Vedic texts (recited in the course of the sacrifice) too are 
in no way lacking in force, since they are uttered by men who are steadfast of vow. (27) Nor 
do we know of the least disrespect shown to the gods in this sacrificial performance, due to 
which the gods, who perceive the doings of all, should not accept their shares. (28) 
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Maitreya continued : Having the words of the Brahmanas (priests), the sacrificer, 
(Emperor) Anga, felt very sad at heart. With their permission he broke his (vow of) silence 
in order to ask the superintending priests the reason of it. (29) "The gods refuse to come, 
even though invoked nor do they accept the cups of Soma juice (offered to them) in this 
sacrifice. Tell me, O leaders of the (sacrificial) assembly, what offence | have commit- 
ted."(30) 
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The leaders of the assembly said : Not the least sin stands committed by you in this 
life, O lord of men! Yet, there is one sin perpetrated in a previous existence, on account of 
which you are issueless here, though possessed of such (rare) virtues. (31) (Therefore) with 
that end in view (in order to ensure that the gods may accept your offerings) endeavour to 
get a worthy son, O king, and God will bless you. Worshipped (by you) with the desire of 
obtaining a son, the Lord (who is the Enjoyer of sacrifices) will vouchsafe a son to you. (32) 
In that case the denizens of heaven will (surely) accept their shares when (they find that) Sri 
Hari, the Deity presiding over sacrifices, Himself is invoked for the sake of a son. (33) Sri Hari 
(as a rule) bestows (on His devotee) whatever boons the devotee seeks (from Him). People 
are rewarded precisely according as the Lord is worshipped (by them). (34) 
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Thus resolved, the Brahmanas (priests) offered Purodaga ( a mass of ground rice 
rounded into a kind of cake) to Lord Visnu, who resides even in the sacrificial animal as the 
spirit of sacrifice, in order to secure an offspring to the emperor. (35) From the sacrificial fire 
there rose a (superhuman) being, adorned with a gold necklace and clad in spotless white 


and bearing in a cup of gold rice ready boiled in milk with sugar. (36) With the permission 
of the Brahmanas (priests) the noble-minded king received the boiled rice in the hollow of 
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his palms and, smelling it, joyfully handed it over to his wife.(37) The issueless queen ate 
that food, which possessed the efficacy of producing a male child, conceived through union 
with her husband and, when the time came, brought forth a son. (38) While yet a (mere) child, 
the boy was ardently attached to his mother's father, Mrtyu (the god of death), who had 
sprung from a portion of Adharma (the spirit presiding over unrighteousness); so he turned 
out to be impious. (39) 
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Taking up his bow and playing the role of a hunter dwelling in the woods, the wicked fellow 

would kill poor (innocent) deer; and people would cry out (whenever they saw him): "Here 
is Vena (a tyrant)!" (40) Nay, that most cruel and hard-hearted boy would violently strangle, 
as SO many beasts, children of his own age sporting in the playground. (41) Finding his son 
(so) wicked, the emperor (Anga) tried to correct him by various (forms of ) punishment; but 
when he was unable to tame him, he felt sore depreesed in spirits. (42) (He said to himself:) 
"Householders who are issueless have surely propitiated the Deity (in their previous birth) 
inasmuch as they are saved the agony caused by (the presence of) an undesirable son, 
which is indeed hard to bear. (43) What wise man would make much of that which, though 
bearing the name ofa son, binds one's soul with the fetter of infatuation, is a source of infamy 
to the parents and involves them in great sin, nay; which arouses a feeling of antagonism 
in all, causes infinite worry and makes the home a hotbed of affliction?(44-45) | account 
a bad son as preferable to a worthy son, who is a source of (many) sorrows (inasmuch as 
he strengthens one's attachment to the home). For the former turns a home into a hell so that 
a man gets (easily) disgusted with it." (46) 
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Pondering thus and disgusted at heart with his home, which was full of great prosperity, 
the emperor, who could not get a wink of sleep, got up (from his bed) at dead of night and, 
unobserved by (other) men, departed (for the woods), leaving the queen (the mother of 
Vena) fast asleep. (47) The people as well as the high priest (of the royal house), ministers 
and relations of the king and others were overwhelmed with excessive grief when they came 
to know that their lord had departed in disgust, and searched for him all over the globe, even 
as Yogis not knowing the secret of Yoga look (outside for the Supreme Person concealed 
within the heart. (48) Finding no trace of the emperor (however) and balked in their attempt, 
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they returned to the city and bowing to the sages assembled (there), told them with tears in 
their eyes, O Vidura (scion of Puru), about the disappearance of their master. (49) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Four of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Maitreya continued : The aforesaid sages, Bhrgu and others, solicitous as they were 
for the welfare of the people, saw that in the absence of a protector (in the form of a ruler) 
men were being reduced to the level of beasts. (1) Sending for queen Sunitha, the mother 
of Vena, O valiant Vidura, the sages (who were all expounders of the Vedas) crowned 
Vena as the sovereign of the globe, even though he was not approved of by the 
ministers.(2) Hearing that Vena, who ruled with an iron hand, had ascended the throne, 
thieves and dacoits soon hid themselves like rats afraid of a snake. (3) Arrogant and self- 
conceited as he was by nature, he was puffed up with pride now that he had attained to 
the royal state and acquired the power and affluence of the eight protectors of the world, 
and despised (even) holy men. (4) Thus blinded with the intoxication of power and proud 
like an elephant not governed by a goad, he mounted a chariot and touring (all over his vast 
dominion) and shaking heaven and earth as it were, banned all religious performances, 
proclaiming by beat of drum as follows; "You shall never perform sacrifices nor bestow gifts 
nor pour oblations into the sacred fire under any circumstance, O members of the twice- 
born classes !" (5-6) 
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Observing the conduct of Vena, who had taken to evil ways, and pondering the calamity 
of the people, the sages assembled at a sacrificial session and compassionately said : (7) 
"Oh ! a terrible calamity has befallen the people from both sides, viz., from the thieves (on 
the one hand) and the ruler (on the other), even as ants etc., inhabiting a piece of wood 
lighted at both ends find themselves in great peril. (8) For fear of anarchy this undeserving 
fellow was installed on the throne; but he himself is proving a source of terror. How can 
embodied beings live in safety now ? (9) Just as nourishing a snake with milk is fraught with 
danger to the very man who nourishes it, Vena, who was born of Sunitha and wicked by his 
very nature, seeks to destroy the people themselves now that he has been appointed their 
ruler. Nevertheless let us (try to) bring him round through persuasion, so that his sin may not 
touch us. (10-11) For Vena, who was addicted to evil ways, was made king by us even though 
we were aware of his sins. lf, however, the unrighteous fellow does not accept our advice 
even when kindly addressed, we shall burn him with our spiritual fire, burnt as he already is 
by popular reproach. "Thus resolved, the sages approached Vena, concealing their anger, 
and, after soothing him with kind words, spoke to him (as follows). (12-13) 
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The sages said : Listen, O chief of kings, to that which we urge for your consideration, 
and which, dear child, is calculated to prolong your life and enhance your fortune, strength 
and glory. (14) Duty performed with mind, speech, body and intellect bestows on men (after 
death an abode in) worlds which are free from sorrow, nay,-even the eternal state on those 
who are free from attachment. (15) Let not that duty, which consists in your case in ensuring 
happiness and security to the people, be abandoned by you, O valiant monarch ! For, when 
this duty is neglected, a king (surely) falls from his royal splendour. (16) A monarch, O king, 
who protects the people against (the tyranny of) wicked ministers, thieves and so on—and 
takes revenue from them as enjoined by the scriptures enjoys happiness here as well as 
hereafter. (17) The Lord, who is the Protector of (all) living beings and the soul of the 
universe, O noble king, is immensely pleased with the monarch who abides by His laws and 
in whose dominion and capital the very same Lord, who is also the Deity presiding over 
sacrifices, is worshipped by the people through (devotion to) their duty, following the (rules 
of) their (own) Varna (grade in society) and Asrama (stage in life). (18-19) What remains 
unattainable when that Lord, whois the Sovereign (even) of the Rulers of the worlds (Brahma 
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and others), is pleased ? It is to Him that (all) the worlds along with their guardian deities 
devoutly offer their tribute. (20) It behoves you, O king, to win the affection of your nationals, 
who for your welfare worship through (the performance of) various sacrifices Him who is the 
Controller of the worlds as well as of the divinities (ruling over them) and even so of sacrificial 
performances (through which one attains to the position of those divinities), nay, who is the 
one subject of the three Vedas (Rgveda, Samaveda and Yajurveda), who takes the form of 
material substances (clarified butter etc., poured into the sacred fire in the course of a 
sacrifice) andto whom all austere penance is directed. (21) Duly worshipped and thoroughly 
propitiated by means of sacrifices performed in your dominion by the Brahmanas, the gods, 
who are so many rays of Lord Sri Hari (Himself), shall confer (on you) the desired boon. 
(Therefore) it does not behove you, O valiant monarch, to show disrespect to the gods (by 
banning the performance of sacrifices and other religious rites). (22) 
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Vena said : You are foolish indeed, mistaking as you do unrighteousness for righteous- 
ness. For, ignoring the very lord who maintains you, you wait upon a paramour. Oh, what 
a pity ! (23) The fools who disregard God in the form of a king can never attain happiness 
either in this world or in the next.(24) Who is that Yajfhapurusa (the deity presiding over 
sacrifices) for whom you cherish such (intense) devotion as corrupt women, to whom love 
for their husband is unknown, have for their paramour ? (25) Visnu, Brahma (the creator), 
Lord Siva (who has His abode on Mount Kailasa). Indra (the lord of paradise), Vayu (the 
wind-god), Yama (the god of punishment), Ravi (the sun-god), Parjanya (the god of rain), 
Kubera (the bestower of riches), Soma (the moon-god), Ksiti (the goddess presiding over 
the earth), Agni (the god of fire), Varuna (the lord of waters)—these as well as the other gods, 
who are capable of granting boons and pronouncing curses too, abide on the person of a 
monarch; fora sovereign represents all the gods (in his person). (26-27) Therefore, free from 
jealousy, worship me, O Brahmanas, through religious performances and bear offerings to 
me. For, what person other than me deserves your worship? (28) 
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Maitreya went on : Even when thus supplicated (by the sages), that highly wicked soul, 

whose reason had got perverted and who had strayed from the path of virtue, did not accede 


to their prayer, all good luck having left him (for good). (29) Slighted thus by that conceited 
fool (who accounted himself wise), those Brahmanas got angry with him, O blessed Vidura, 
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at their prayer being turned down. (30) "Let him be slain; let this wicked fellow pitiless 
by nature, be killed ! If he survives, he will surely reduce the (whole) world to ashes in 
no time. (31) This immoral man does not deserve the exalted throne of amonarch—he who 
shamelessly reviles Lord Visnu, the supreme lord of sacrifices.(82) Who else than this 
unlucky Vena, the only one of his kind, would denounce Him by winning whose grace the 
fellow attained such affluence and power ?" (33) 
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Thus resolved to get rid of him, the sages, who now gave free vent to their fury, 
despatched by their very menacing sounds of 'Hum’ Vena, who had already been killed by 
reproaching the immortal Lord Visnu. (34) The sages having left each for his own hermitage, 
the sorrowing Sunitha (Vena’s mother) preserved the (dead) body of her son by means of 
spells and other devices. (35) 
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Having, on one occasion, bathed in the waters of the river Saraswati and offered 
oblations into the sacrificial fires, and squatting on the river bank, those sages held 
discourses about the Lord. (36) They saw at that time evil portents appearing, which 
caused terror to the world, and said (to one another), “No evil may befall the earth on 
account of thieves and dacoits, masterless as she is." While the sages were thus reflecting, 
a large volume of dust was raised by thieves running in every direction and practising 
spoliation wherever they went. (37-38) They then perceived the mischief wrought by those 
that looted the property of the people and were disposed to kill one another, now that Vena 
(their ruler) was dead. (39) They also came to know that the state had grown weak due to 
anarchy and that thieves and dacoits had gained in strength. Though powerful enough (to 
arrest the mischief), the sages did not stop the people (responsible for looting etc.), 
inasmuch as they were alive to the evil (in the form of violence etc., involved in 
counteracting the mischief). (40) (They, however, said to themselves :) “If a Brahmana, 
who looks upon all with the same eye and is tranquil (by nature), ignores the afflicted, the 
spiritual energy stored even by him (through penance) will run out like water from a broken 
jar. (41) The line of the royal sage Anga (Vena's father) too must not get extinct. For in this 


race have appeared monarchs (solely depending on Lord KeSava (Visnu) and possessed 
of unfailing prowess." (42) Having thus resolved, the sages churned with great velocity the 
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thigh of the deceased emperor, wherefrom arose a dwarfish man, dark as a crow, with 
exceptionally short limbs and particularly short arms and legs, large jaws, a flat nose, 
blood-shot eyes and red hair. (43-44) To him, who was bent low and meek too, and who 
said, "What shall | do ?" the Brahmanas said, "Sit down !" That is why, dear child, he came 
to be known by the name of Nisada. (45) Since he took upon himself the terrible sins of 
Vena even while being born, his progeny, the Naisadas, partook of his nature and took up 
their abode on mountains and in woods. (46) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse entitled "The Appearance of Nisada",forming part of the 
Narrative of Prthu, in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XV 
Descent and coronation of king Prthu 
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Maitreya continued : Then again the (powerful) sages treated with rubbing the arms of 
that (lifeless) king, who had noissue, and out of the electrifying friction there spranga couple 
(a male and a female person in perfect harmony of sex relation). (1) They farseeing sages, 
who were enlightened with Vedic knowledge and were masters of divine doctrines, beheld 
the couple born and comprehended that the two were part manifestations of the Supreme 
Person divine, who is omnipotent and omniscient and possesses all prosperity and glory. 
They became exceedingly happy to see the conjugate Persons and said : (2) 
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The sages said : "This male person is a part manifestation of that aspect of the all- 
pervading, all-knowing and all-powerful Lord divine, which protects the world. And this 
female person is a ray of the Goddess of Beauty, Bliss and Prosperity and hence never gets 
disunited from the Supreme Person. (3) Of this couple, the male person will be the first of 
kings on earth, a mighty king to glorify the name and fame of every kingin future, whose name 
will be Prthu as the splendour of his name will shine far and wide. (4) This other is a shining 
queen; her name is Arci, an embodied process of radiation; her finely set teeth are an 
indication of her firmly formed faithful character; her ornaments are emblems of her golden 
and gem-like virtues; her feelings and thoughts are all ennobling as hers is an ascending 
spirit. It seems as if she would outshine her husband. (5) Thus an inalienable power and part 
of the Supreme Lord divine called itself into being in space and time on earth to save the 
inhabitants, the human beings, from sins and sufferings. This other, the queen devoted to 
him, the goddess of inexhaustible wealth and prosperity, also came into the world as 
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inseparable from Him." (6) _ 
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Maitreya went on : The Brahmanas extolled Prthu, while the demigods known as 
Gandharvas were singing songs, the chief of them; the Siddhas were releasing showers of 
(Elysian) flowers, the heavenly damsels were dancing (all for joy at the advent of Prthu). (7) 
The sounds of conchs, trumpets, timbrels and drums spread vibrating in Heaven, as all 
celestial sages and orders of divine Fathers came down to the place (to pay their respects 
to the king where he stood). (8) Brahma, the adorable lord of the world, himself came at the 
head of the greatest of the gods, noticed some sign of the divine wielder of the mighty mace 
in the right hand of Prthu and lotus-marks on the soles of his feet and recognized him to be 
a part personality of Sri Hari (the supreme Lord). He also noticed that Prthu bore on his palm 
the sacred sign of a disc unbroken by an alien line, indicating an unconquerable sphere of 
power, and knew him to be a ray of the Lord of lords. (9-10) The Brahmana priests, who had 
their religious culture founded on the rites and ceremonies dealt with in the Vedas, undertook 
to perform the holy ceremony of Prthu's installation. People brought from all sides 
(multifarious) things necessary for the coronation. (11) (Then) came with presents and 
offerings the deities presiding over rivers, seas and mountains, the sky and the earth, as well 
as serpents, birds, stags and cows. (12) When he was bathed with holy waters for installation 
as a King of kings, arrayed in royal raiments and richly adorned with bright ornaments and 
stood with Arci, his queen-consort, equally adorned, he shone like a rival of fire itself. (13) 
The god of wealth, O valiant Vidura, gave him a splendid throne of gold as a present. Varuna 
(the divinity of the seas) brought to him (the brilliant present of) a (wonderful) umbrella 
dripping with water and radiating beams like the moon. (14) The god of the winds gave him 
two fans made of the tuft of hair (on the tail of wild cows). The god of virtue came with the 
present of a garland of flowers, the very embodiment of celebrity. Indra (the king of heaven) 
came to present him with an excellent crown and the god of mortality and moral control 
honoured him with a sceptre by which to control all. (15) Brahma (the lord of creation) brought 
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for him an armour representing Veda (all-comprehensive knowledge) and the goddess of 
learning, a necklace of unique make. Sri Hari (the Supreme Lord divine) gave him His divine 
Disc bearing the name of Sudarsana; and His Consort, the goddess of wealth, beauty and 
bliss, favoured him with never failing prosperity. (16) The great god whose function is to 
destroy and absorb the world at the end honoured him with a broad sword bearing ten brilliant 
marks of the moon and his consort, Durga, with a shield bearing one hundred marks of the 
moon. The moon, the deity presiding over the lunar sphere, brought him immortal horses 
made of the substance of nectar. An exceedingly beautiful chariot was given him by Twasta 
(a radiant agent of the sun-god). (17) The god of fire gave him a bow made of the horns of 
the goat and the cow and the sun-god gave him arrows shining like his rays. The goddess 
of the earth brought for him a pair of wooden sandals possessing the mysterious power of 
carrying him, as soon as he placed his feet upon them, wherever he should want to go. 
The goddess of the celestial regions gave him the privilege of getting celestial flowers 
everyday.(18) The sky-ranging spirits imparted to him the arts of acting and dancing, music, 
vocal and instrumental, and the occult way of disappearance. The sages and seers brought 
for him blessings that were sure to come true; and the deity of the ocean brought for him a 
conch that was his own progeny. (19) Seas, mountains and rivers offered to allow passages 
for his chariot. Then a herald, a bard and a panegyrist started singing songs of praise to the 
mighty monarch. (20) When Prthu, the powerful king, the offspring of Vena, came to know 
that they had come to praise him, he smiled and made these utterances with a voice as deep 
as the thunder of clouds. (21) 
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Prthu said : O you noble minstrel, herald and singer of praises ! praises may be due to 
me when my virtues (performances) will be known among men. Where is the ground at 
present for praises being addressed to me? It is not desirable that your eulogies should prove 
untrue in my case. (22) Therefore, at some future date, when we attain distinctions worthy 
of being heard and spoken of, you, who are masters of fine expressions, may praise us to 
your heart's fill. Respectable persons do not let minstrels extol ordinary men (like me) of the 
recent times, it being open to them to glorify the greatness of God; whose shining attributes 
no darkness can touch. (23) (If you urge that it is possible for me to prove the existence of 
such and such virtues in my conduct and therefore you should extol me for the same. | do 
not fall in with your view.) Who would have himself extolled by bards for the qualities which 
are non-existent in him, even though he may be able to manifest remarkable virtues in 
himself ? Such and such qualities, it may be urged, are likely to fall to his lot. But to get oneself 
praised thus on mere possibilities is to be an object of peoples’ ridicule. A fool, however, will 
not understand this banter. (24) Noble-minded persons shrink from their own praise even 
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when they are praised for qualities confirmed by conduct and known to all, just as those who 
are truly modest and supremely generous do not appreciate sincere praise for any 
reproachful show of valour. (25) As for ourselves, O (noble) bard, we are yet unknown in the 
world. Hence we find no reason to get ourselves celebrated by songs of praise for greatest 
performances. Such self-proclamation is only worthy of a child. (26) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse, forming part of the Narrative of king Prthu, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


S es aa 
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Discourse XVI 
Glorification of king Prthu by the bards 
aaa sara 
sft gamot qafa ae yfretfec: | aderraeerryddaar 1g 
Maitreya continued : The minstrels were delighted at heart to hear the sweet words of 


the king, which they enjoyed as ambrosia. Urged by the sages, however, they began to 
glorify him (in the following words) as soon as he ceased to speak :—(1) 
aes ad a@ afemqav at eaadisacae area! 
aga a deaf a areerami = =awqfia: 1 2 | 
aegensae: gate: Berea  Bargaed: | 
agmest uta: wetfen: serena await ad farniei 2 | 
"We are not able to describe Your greatness as You are the foremost among the gods 
and have (condescended to) come to the world through exercise of a mysterious power of 
Yours, known as Maya. (Itis a fact that) You have arisen from the arms of king Vena, yet Your 
powers and performances are such that the minds of even (the recognized) masters of 
speech get perplexed (in trying to describe them). (2) You are a part manifestation of the 
Supreme Divinity known as Sri Hari, which name has here been changed to Prthu, the 
accounts of whose glorious deeds are worth hearing; we love to enjoy the same, as they are 


as good as nectar and want to spread the fame of Your magnificent deeds, as we realize 
them in our hearts according to the instructions of the sages. (3) 


we oayat ast te = Misqadei an a saga aren aah x | 
w & cement feuded al are are aan crearevarfer & | 
ag we sed ae aa fagsfian: ady yay samy qaafey: 1 6 | 
fated a  soaieaai ga wen: aver fates © | 
sasataat sat aRaaueh: | aT: ser we wWererasa| c | 
awa «= ae TAT | Aaa fazefarareom 1 <1 
aerate fryearat Tiaar sagian: | 


Wy: watt sa Agqaratlgol 
"He is the best among those who pursue the paths of righteousness, and will persuade 
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the people to tread those paths. He is the preserver of the various systems of moral and 
religious life, the ruler who punishes the antagonists that seek to violate them. (4) Though 
one, He bears in His own person the bodies of the guardians of the celestial and terrestrial 
spheres executing the different functions of beneficence—of protection, promotion of peace 
and happiness and furtherance of the general well-being of both heaven and earth, 
according to the need, from time to time. (5) He replenishes His royal treasury by collection 
of revenue when there is time for it and again expends it by free distribution at times of 
emergency, in the same way as the sun, shining brighter, absorbs water and storing it as 
vapour for a large part of the year, releases it (abundantly as showers in the rainy season). 
He is equally good to all living beings and powerful as the sun. (6) He is also like the earth 
(in his kindness and goodness). The earth is trampled upon by all beings, yet she kindly 
bestows her benefits on them when they are in distress. She is always compassionate. In 
the same way, king Prthu (the son of Vena) is ever gracious and beneficent to His subjects 
in spite of the offences and wrongs done to Him by them, which He forgives (before they ask 
for His forgiveness). (7) When the god of clouds will not allow them to rain, so that manifold 
sufferings will be caused to living beings, especially human beings, the king will come 
forward and, to save all kinds of life, order the clouds to rain asserting His divine power as 
Indra, as He is God in the form of a human king. (8) (He is not only like the sun, He is like 
the moon too.) He delights the world by His shining face, which is an embodiment of 
ambrosial sweetness—-by His bright glances—full of affection and by His lucid smiles, 
beaming and beautiful. (9) His ways are inscrutable; His deeds are too deep for thought; the 
purposes His mind pursues are too remote for comprehension. His wealth is well protected. 
The points of His magnanimity are innumerable; all qualities and attributes concentrate in 
Him. Prthu is like the divinity of the ocean completely self-contained. (10) 


great dfdwe «osreatst «= faeran qarfsfad seat aanvghedisam: 1221 
srdafes Yat wee salir ant: seria gareaet arquela BeAr 1221 
West «= sae) aretfgerafa | cuca 4aued 4aoet fier: 1231 
Tate Wa Yaseen add wermel aang An: iexi 
Tarai ARRAS: | AAA UST GANS: SST 1 24 
gen: Bae Raval agua ch: | BUa: aa yar Wal dade: 1261 
agai: wrety cea gare: | seg faqafeere: fast saaream ie! 
emreaass: det  aAbeasia: | qmagvagisd AUSUTUTTETETT 1221 
"He is beyond the reach not only of His enemy's arms, but also of the latter's thought. He 
is overwhelming in His power exercised against His antagonists. He is as if at a great 
distance when He seems to be near. He is invincible in everyway. He is an incandescent 
force risen from friction or the body of Vena as fire from wood. (11) Seeing the inner (secret) 
as well as the outer efforts and actions of men and other beings through spies, He continues 
to be unaffected as an indifferent super-seer as if He were the inner vital spirit that is there 
in every living body. (12) He never punishes him who does not deserve to be punished even 
if he be the son of those who are determined to do harm to His own self; on the other hand, 
He punishes His own son when found guilty, as He is established in the path of truth and 
justice. (13) The sphere of the irresistible sway of Prthu, the limit of the advance of His army 
and the path of the wheels of His chariot will extend from the Manasottara mountain to the 


whole region over which the sun shines with his rays. (14) He will delight (the various sections 
of) His subjects by His own (independent) efforts and works, giving full satisfaction as well 
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as fascination to their hearts; so He will be called a Raja (a king in the truest sense of ‘he who 
pleases’ ). (15) He is immovable in His promise and purpose, He never deviates from truth, 
He loves the Vedas and the Brahmanas (those who are devoted to the Vedas); He serves 
those who are advanced in age; He is ever ready to give shelter to all beings (who are in 
distress or danger, whoever they be); He knows how to honour others; He is affectionate and 
compassionate to the poor. (16) He regards and reveres the wives of others as His mother 
and loves His own wife as a half of His own body. He is loving as a father to those over whom 
He rules; He looks upon Himself as a servant to those who are well-versed in the Vedic 
lore.(17) He is supremely dear to all as if He were no other than their own self; He is aconstant 
source of increasing delight and joy to His friends and relations. He particularly seeks the 
company of persons who are free from all ties of attachment (to the world). He is ever up with 
arms of punishment against those who are evil-minded. (18) 


ad FY Mareaadia: Hew ste seared: | 
afeafaefad «= fee ea ae TAT 1881 
ard yet HUSeatearat aa WET: | 
aera Sts (ite: «Ss eras fae «= Te: 1201 
aa gure: feo aa aa af eft serene: | 
Hert owt fea aes TT SATS: 128 | 


faapsiaansrTa a: wa aereaceaafasgrann | 
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Wisma | aa Ta aT 
serie Geet: Wasa saat 12% | 
we oraedieat ae TE TTA! 
area Wa waa DEM alt wa WW fae eu 
aa aa fireren sia fagafacns: | srererenisrn are: Ge: Jaa: 1261 
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afi sitrerrad Fert Rae Siearat wg Grease: 126 

"He is the Person Supreme directly manifested to men, the Lord of the three worlds; He 
is divinity absolute. He is the Spirit pure thatis there as the self-contained Soul in every living 
individual; in the exercise of one of His divine functions He has appeared as a superman 
among men. When He is fully realized in His truth, the apparent multiplicity of the world due 
to ignorance will all disappear in him as phantoms in Reality. (19) He is the protector of the 
terrestrial sphere from the quarter of sunrise (to that of sunset), a unique warrior and King 
of kings that He is. Seated in his triumphant chariot, (fearlessly) armed with a bow (and 
arrows), He will travel over the world, as the sun travels along the circle of the zodiac in his 
celestial journey, from the south to the north. (20) Wherever He will be in course of His 
travels, the kings will come to acknowledge His supremacy with tributes and offerings and 
it is believed that the guardians of the regions will follow the kings. Their consorts will think 
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this primordial monarch to be no other than Lord Visnu (who holds a discus in one of His 
hands for a weapon) and will sing songs of His fame. (21) In obedience to Him as a supreme 
king. Earth will become a cow for Him (to milk the desirable items of wealth for the good of 
all). As a powerful patriarch He will provide for the livelihood of the people. He will smash the 
mountains, even as Indra did, with the points of His bow and level the earth in mere sport.(22) 
When He roams over the earth like a lion with his tail thrown up, twanging His bow made of 
the horns of a cow and a goat, and irresistible in encounter, all workers of iniquity will hide 
themselves here and there. (23) He will perform as many as a hundred horse-sacrifices at 
the source of the Saraswati river (in Brahmavarta) and in the course of the last sacrifice Indra 
(the king of the gods), himself a performer of one hundred sacrifices, will steal away the 
(sacrificial) horse. (24) In the garden attached to His own palace, He will meet the divine 
Sanatkumara (the master of spiritual knowledge) alone. Prthu will worship him with devotion 
and service and attain that pure and perfect enlightenment by which they realize the 
Supreme Absolute.(25) Prthu's warlike power and influence are unlimited and are known far 
and wide. A large volume of sayings, songs and sagas and stories will grow around Him (in 
the different parts of the earth) and He will hear them (sung and recounted) wherever He will 
go (in the course of His wanderings). (26) The vast orbit of His power knows no force of 
opposition, His burning spirit will enable Him to destroy the enemies of the people by 
conquering the quarters. He will be a (matchless) Master of the earth and His mighty glory 
will serve as the theme of songs for the chiefs of the gods and demons to sing." (27) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Four of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Persia 


BA APSR SATA: 


Discourse XVII 
King Prthu gets angry with Earth and the latter extois him 
aa sara 
a warm aa: wnfad queries: | eearre am art: soe a1 2 | 
MAMTA, AU FATT: | UTA, oi: sept: WAG! 2 | 
Maitreya continued : Thus glorified by recounting his virtues and exploits, the 
celebrated Lord Prthu gratified the panegyrists by honouring them with presents of their 
choice and applauding them.(1) He (further) greeted with due honour (members of) all the 
(four) Varnas (grades of society), from the Brahmana downwards, nay, his servants, 
ministers and family priests, the citizens as well as the inhabitants of his entire state, 
people following the various trades and the (various) functionaries and officials (of the 
state). (2) 


fag Jara 
were Tred oafet = agaftviti at ale gas at at ded a fae 3 
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Vidura said : Wherefore did Earth who could take any number of forms, (particularly) 
assume the form of a cow that Prthu milked ? Who played the role of a calf for the time being 
and what served as the milk-pail ? (3) Uneven (undulated) by nature, how was the earth 
made even (levelled) by him? And with what motive did the god (Indra) steal away his 
sacrificial horse? (4) Having acquired spiritual knowledge and wisdom (direct realization of 
the Truth) from the worshipful sage Sanatkumara, the foremost of those who have realized 
Brahma (the Absolute), O holy Brahmana, what was the destiny he attained to? (5) |am your 
loving devotee as well as of Lord Sri Krsna (who is above sense-perception). Therefore, be 
pleased to recount to me all the other glorious and holy deeds of the almighty Lord SriKrsna 
of bright renown, connected with the story of that former manifestation of His; for (I know) 
it was no other than Sri Krsna who milked this earth in the form of Prthu (sonof 
Vena). (6-7) 


Yd sara 


aed fag ameanat osfisee a Steen ta: saudi ¢ | 


Sita continued : Urged in this way by Vidura to repeat the narrative of Lord Vasudeva, 
the sage Maitreya applauded him and with a glad heart replied to him ( as follows). (8) 


a7 sara 
afar: wag fame wang oe: 
ot fa fags we apeme: ofaredte < | 
ai wsgreuniiag aaa mew gat: | 
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Maitreya said : When Prthu, dear Vidura, was crowned and appointed by the Brahmanas 
as the ruler of the people, his subjects, whose body had been emaciated through starvation, 
the soil being left without any (crop of) foodgrains, approached their lord and said: (9) 
"Oppressed with the gastric fire even as trees with the fire burning in their hollows, O king, 
we have resorted today for protection to you, who are fit to protect us and have been made 
- available to us as our lord, capable of providing us with means of living. (10) You are the 
protector of the world as well as the bestower of livelihood. Do you endeavour, therefore, to 
give us food, afflicted as we are with hunger, O king of kings, before we perish for want of 
provisions." (11) 
Way saa 
Wy: saat wect feng often dhi cat getg Pfr disque 192! 
gia afadt «age years: | wee fara Ge: Helge Ba ks! 
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an feat fafeet 2dt Tedt aeat aa: eet oe cetigerege 2 
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Maitreya went on : On hearing the piteous lament of the people, O chief of the Kurus, 
Prthu pondered long and (at last) was able to perceive the cause (of the disappearance of 
foodgrains, viz., that Earth herself had held up the foodgrains within her bosom). (12) Having 
arrived at the above conclusion by force of reason, he took up his bow, and in great 
indignation fitted an arrow to it, aiming it at Earth, even as Lord Siva (the Destroyer of Tripura 
or three towns built of gold, silver and iron in the heavens, air and earth by the demon Maya) 
aimed His shaft (at Tripura). (13) Seeing him with an uplifted weapon, Earth began to tremble 
and, assuming the form of a cow, ran in terror like a doe chased by a hunter. (14) His eyes 
turned crimson with wrath, the son of Vena thereupon followed her, with the arrow fitted to 
his bow, whithersoever she ran (for shelter). (15) Running towards the various quarters 
(north, east, south and west) and intermediate quarters (north-east, south-east, south-west 
and north-west) as well as towards heaven and earth and the region lying between the two, 
the goddess (Earth) saw him with an uplifted bow wherever she went. (16) She obtained no 
asylum against the son of Vena even as created beings find no immunity from death. Then 
with a sore heart she returned (much) terrified and said to the noble king: "O Knower of 
Dharma (the secret of piety), kind to the afflicted, protect me as well, intent as you are on the 
maintenance of living beings. (17-18) Such as you are, wherefore do you seek to kill me, a 
meek and innocent creature? How would he who is acknowledged as a knower of Dharma 
take the life of a female? (19) People do not strike the fair sex even though they have 
committed an offence. Much less would men like you, who are so gracious and fond of the 
miserable, stoop to such a thing. (20) Having destroyed me, an undecaying boat on which 
the whole-universe rests, how would you be able to support yourself as well as (all) these 
created beings on the surface of water ? (21) 


< gy 
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Prthu replied : Earth, | shall slay you, who have turned a deaf ear to my commands and 
take your share in the sacrificial offerings but refuse to yield us crops. (22) Punishmentis not 
unadvisable in the case of the cow which is so wicked that it feeds on fodder everyday but 
does not yield the milk of its udders. (23) Foolishly disregarding me, you refuse to release 
the foodgrains already created by Brahma (the self-born), and which you have concealed 
within your bosom. (24) When your bowels are ripped open by my arrows, | shall be able to 


stop the lamentation of these afflicted ones seized with hunger, by (appeasing their appetite 
with ) your fat . (25) For the rulers of men, to kill the vile and self-conceited soul—be it man, 
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woman or a sexless person—who is merciless to (other) beings, is no killing (at all). (26) 
Having torn you with arrows into pieces as minute as sesamum seeds—you, who are 
stubborn and arrogant and have assumed the illusory appearance of a cow—I shall support 
these created beings by sheer dint of my Yogic (supernatural) power. (27) 
w weet ff qeriea fase sor srefe: oe wet aeraag: 121 
Seized with a tremor and bowing low, Earth spoke with joined palms to the king, who like 
Death bore a form which was the very embodiment of wrath. (28) 
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Earth said : Hail, hail to the transcendent Person, who evolves diverse forms by dint of 
His Maya (creative energy) and appears as constituted of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti), though (really speaking) He has by (constantly) realizing His essential nature 
eliminated all (possibilities of) identification with physical matter (AdhibhUta), the Jiva or 
embodied spirit (Adhidaiva) and the Controller of both (Adhiyajfia) and is (therefore) above 
all modifications (in the shape of likes and dislikes resulting from such identification). (29) 
The same supreme Maker by whom | have been created to be the abode of living beings and 
from whom has proceeded this creation consisting of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) is 
ready with uplifted weapon to strike me ! Whom else shall | (now) resort to for protection ? 
(30) He who evolvedat the dawn (of creation) this world consisting of animate and inanimate 
beings by dint of His Maya (creative energy), which rests on Himself and is beyond all 
speculative reasoning, is now out to protect it by the same Maya. How should He seek to kill 
me, devoted as He is to righteousness ? (31) The Lord Almighty, though one, appears as 
many by virtue of His Maya. It is He who evolved Brahma (the creator) and caused the 
universe to be brought about by him. Surely the doings of such a Lord cannot be understood 
by men whose mind is tossed by His Maya, which is so hard to conquer. (32) Hail to the 
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Supreme Person, the Maker (of the universe), who (when necessary) brings into play and 
then withdraws into Himself His (manifold) potencies and who brings about the creation, 
preservation and dissolution of this universe by means of His potencies in the shape of the 
five gross elements, the ten Indriyas and the deities presiding over them, the faculty of 
understanding and egotism. (33) Itis You, O birthless Lord, who, in order to place on a sound 
footing the creation brought forth by You and consisting of the five gross elements, the 
Indriyas and the inner sense, lifted me up from the depths of the ocean and took me out of 
water assuming the form of the primaeval Boar. (34) Appearing in the form of a hero, You, 
who once played the role of lifting up the earth, now seek to kill me with Your fierce arrows 
for the sake of milk, keen as You are to protect (all) created beings who have taken up their 
abode in me as in a boat on the surface of water ! (35) Surely the doings of divine 
personages (like You) cannot be known by people of my ilk, whose mental horizon is clouded 
by Your Maya (deluding potency), which brings forth this creation made up of the three 
Gunas. Hail to such personages, who bring renown to heroes themselves ! (36) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse entitled "The Taming of Earth” forming part of the 
"Conquest of Prthu”, in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ts a as 
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Discourse XVIII 


King Prthu milks goddess Earth in the form of a cow 
aa7 sara 
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Maitreya continued : It was thus that goddess Earth glorified Prthu, whose lips were 
quivering through anger. She was frightened; but she made herself quite and steady with an 
effort of her will and spoke again:—(1) "O Lord! You possess power to do anything that You 
please; kindly control Your wrath and consider what | tell You (in humble submission). Like 


the bee, a wise man takes the essence from everything. (2) Sages who have realized the 
Truth have discovered and tested methods for the realization of human ends here as well 
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as hereafter. (3) Anyone of the later times who follows with faith and reverence those 
expedients found and taught by the ancient masters easily achieves the purposes of his 
life. (4) He who in his foolishness disregards them and undertakes to accomplish (ignorantly 
planned) purposes in his own (vainly independent) ways, can never be successful in his 
efforts. His ends are never realized, even though his efforts are renewed every now and 
then. (5) O king ! | noticed that the herbs and annual plants that had been evolved of old 
by Brahma, the Creative Agent of God, were being used and enjoyed by those who were 
unrighteous and had not undertaken any religious vows and observances. (6) | (therefore) 
absorbed (into my bosom) the herbs and annual plants, finding myself unprotected and 
uncared for by Your predecessors and that a generation of thievish people flourished on 
earth. | meant to preserve them for sacrificial rites. (7) It is natural that the plants have got 
assimilated in me through a long process of time. Now You are the person competent to 
draw them forth by some expedient known to be effective in this behalf. (8) O Hero of 
mighty arms, O Lord sustaining the life of beings, pray, find a calf, a befitting milk-pot and 
one who can draw the milk, so that, full of affection for the calf, | shall yield for you the 
desired objects in the form of milk if you want to have nutritious food coveted by living 
beings. (9-10) O king of boundless power ! remove my ruggedness and make me level so 
that, even when the rains have passed, the water poured down by the god of rain may stand 
on me. May all be well with You!" (11) 


gf fra fet aret ya one yufa: ia Get WA UTagecenetsell: 1221 
a wt a waa ANAead AM: | ada a Gerard ae: Yaseen 123 
aaa qegdaifarsatgar WM laa Geant Fear wascad ya iexi 
pea ae Ae se Age! wna oe ae ae wa: 1e4l 
at eat aes gre faeces aia ATT 126 | 
Treratearasda Ua Ua oa: | aed famed Hea Te AY BATT IV! 
aaa fartision mel aimed! ao erm: sear seat: 12¢1 
yHea ae alas faa: ager fate aufa feat a a a feereea: 1291 
a OO Weare Ae See ae A sgeeioAd 1201 


Accepting this agreeable and wholesome advice of goddess Earth, the Emperor made 
a calf of Swayambhuva Manu and drew from her in his own hands all species of herbs and 
annual plants. (12) Likewise all other wise and intelligent persons too take the essence of 
everything and so after Prthu others also drewfrom Earth, asa cow tamed by him, the objects 
sought after by them . (13) The seers and sages, O most righteous one, made a caif of 
Brhaspati (the preceptor of the gods), milked the goddess and got the sacred Veda for milk, 
their milk-pots being the organs of hearing and of speech and the mind, which is the sense 
of senses. (14) The gods made a calf of Indra (their king) and drew (from Earth) the 
(ambrosial) drink known as Soma besides mental vigour, ardour of the senses and physical 
strength for their milk in a vessel of gold. (15)The Daityas and Danavas made a calf of 
Prahrada, the noblest of them all, and obtained wines and distillates (toddy etc.) for their milk 
ina bucket ofiron. (16) The Gandharvas (celestial musicians) and Apsaras (heavenly nymphs) 
made a calf of Viswavasu and derived the sweetness of song and beauty for their milk in a cup 
of lotus. (17) The venerable Pitrs—the deities presiding over the rites in honour of the spirits 
of departed ancestors—made a calf of Aryama (one of the twelve deities presiding over 
the sun, the chief of the Pitrs) and drew with reverence what is known as Kavya (food for the 
Pitrs), which they held in a sun-dried earthen vessel and which was milk for them. (18) 
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The Siddhas (another class of heavenly beings) made a calf of the sage Kapila and obtained 
in the (concave) cup of the welkin mysterious powers (of becoming as small as an atom and 
SO on), powers which could be exercised by mere will; while the demigods such as the 
Vidyadharas used the same sage for their calf and the same pot and obtained the art of 
treading the air. (19) Others (such as the Kirmpurusas, an order of swift and quickly-moving 
superhuman beings), who were adept in conjuring tricks, made a calf of Maya (the great 
demon architect and conjurer) and obtained the magic art of those wonderful beings who can 
disappear (in an instant to the astonishment of the spectators)—an art which could be 
exhibited by mere wish or thought. (20) 
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(Similarly) the Yaksas, the Raksasas (the night-wandering ogres), the ghosts, the 

detestably ugly fiendish creatures known as Pisacas, all of whom feed on raw flesh, made 
a calf of Rudra (the Lord of the ghosts), and drew the beer of blood in a skull for a pot. (21) 
Even so the serpents with and without hood, the snakes and other poisonous creatures 
(such as the scorpions) made a calf of Taksaka (the chief of the snakes and serpents) and 
drew poison in their mouth for the vessel. (22) The (graminivorous) beasts made a calf of 
the Bull of Lord Siva and obtained the grasses for milk in the vessel of the forest. Again, the 
(ferocious) flesh-eating beasts with sharp teeth made use of the lion (the king of beasts) as 
the calf and got flesh for milk in the pot of their body. The birds made a calf of Garuda (their 
king) and got mobile creatures (such as moths and insects) as well as immobile creatures 
(fruits etc.) for milk. (23-24) With the Banyan for the calf the trees got different kinds of saps 
for milk. The mountains used the Himalaya as the calf and obtained the various minerals (for 
milk) in the basins of their ridges. (25) Earth is a wish-yielding cow. Now that she had been 
(tamed and) made available for milking by king Prthu, all the species of living beings milked 
her each with its own chief as the calf and obtained milk in various forms and held it in their 
own vessel (suitable for it). (26) In this way, O descendant of Kuru, king Prthu and others, 
who sought food for themselves to eat, milked the cow and got different kinds of milk in the 
form of their own food with different calves and cups (to hold it). (27) 
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Thereafter king Prthu became pleased with goddess Earth, who now yielded all the 


objects of one's desire, and fondly accepted her as a daughter, feeling paternal love for her. 
(28) Prthu (the son of Vena), the almighty king of kings, crushed the crests of mountains with 
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the ends of his bow and mostly levelled the surface of the terrestrial globe. (29) Lord Prthu 
(the son of Vena), who was a father to his subjects and provided them with the means of 
subsistence, next planned with due regard to propriety dwellings (for human beings) at 
different places all over the earth, and he founded villages, towns and cities, built castles and 
forts of every description, designed abodes for cowherds and pens for cattle, contrived 
camps andcantonments and taught how to dig mines. He (also) provided houses for farmers 
and cultivators and raised hamlets on hill-sides. (30-31) Before (the advent of) Prthu people 
had no idea of different kinds of human dwellings like villages and towns on this globe. Now 
they began to live comfortably (in rural and urban conditions) with a sense of security of life 
and property in every part of the earth. (32) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse forming part of the Story of Prthu's Conquest, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Maitreya continued : The king (Prthu) now consecrated himself as a preparation for (the 
performance of) a hundred horse-sacrifices in Brahmavarta, the land of Swayambhuva 
Manu, where flows the Saraswati in an easterly direction. (1) The glorious Indra (the lord of 
paradise, who had attained to this exalted position by virtue of his performing a hundred 
sacrifices) grew jealous of the grand sacrificial festivities started by king Prthu inasmuch as 
he saw that the same would obscure his own. achievements. (2) For in that sacrifice 
Bhagavan Sri Hari; the Lord of all sacrifices and the almighty Ruler, Teacher and Soul of the 
whole universe, was directly perceived by all. (3) He was accompanied by Brahma and Siva 
and the other protectors of the world—who came with their retinue—and was being extolled 
by Gandharvas (celestial musicians), and hosts of Apsaras (celestial nymphs) as well as by 
sages. (4) Along with the Lord came a number of (celestial and semi-celestial beings such 


as) Siddhas, Vidyadharas, Daityas, Danavas, Guhyakas (Yaksas) and so on, the foremost 
attendants of Sri Hari led by Sunanda and Nanda, and devotees of the Lord like Kapila, 
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Narada and Dattatreya, as well as masters of Yoga like Sanaka and his three brothers, who 
are all eager to wait upon Him. (5-6) In that sacrifice, O Vidura (a descendant of Bharata), 
goddess Earth attended in the form of a celestial cow, that supplies milk and clarified butter 
serving as oblations for the sacred fire and gratifies all one's desire, yielded to the sacrificer 
all the objects sought by him. (7) Rivers bore (as their streams) all sorts of sweet and 
delicious drinks (pressed out of grapes and sugarcane), as well as milk, curds, butter-milk 
and clarified butter together with many liquid foods. The gigantic trees, which profusely 
dropped honey (from their pores) bore fruit in abundance. (8) Oceans brought him heaps of 
jewels and mountains brought four kinds of foods. Similarly all the worlds with their guardians 
brought presents (for the king). (9) 
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The powerful Indra grew jealous of such great prosperity of king Prthu—who looked upon 
Lord Visnu (who is beyond sense-perception) as his (sole) lord and master—and threw 
obstacles in his way. (10) While Prthu (the son of Vena) was (therefore) engaged in 
worshipping Lord Visnu (the Lord of sacrifices) through the ‘performance of the last 
(hundredth) horse-sacrifice, the jealous Indra stole away the sacrificial animal, himself 
remaining hidden from view. (11) The venerable Atri detected him hurrying through the air 
in the garb of a heretic, which he had taken on himself as an armour, and which leads one 
to mistake unrighteousness for righteousness. (12) Egged on by Atri to kill him; Prthu's 
son, who was a great car-warrior, gave a chase, all inflamed with rage, and shouted, "Halt ! 
Halt !" (13) Indra wore elf-locks on his head and was besmeared with ashes. Seeing him in 
that guise, the prince took him to be piety incarnate and refrained from shooting an arrow 
at him. (14) When he returned without having killed Indra, Atri urged him once more to slay 
the wrong-doer, saying, "Strike, dear child, the great Indra, who is (in fact) the vilest of gods, 
inasmuch as he has interfered with (your father's) sacrifice." (15) Thus incited by Atri, Prthu's 
son gave chase to Indra as he was hastening through the sky, even as Jatayu (the king of 
the vultures) chased Ravana (when he was flying with Sita in his aerial car). (16) Indra (the 
lord of paradise) gave up for the prince the horse as well as the guise which he had assumed 
and vanished (from the view of his pursuer). The hero (then) came back to (the site of) his 
father's sacrifice, bringing the horse with him. (17) Witnessing the wonderful achievement 
of Prthu's son, the great sages (Atri and others, who had been officiating at the sacrifice) gave 
him the (significant) name of Vijitaswa (the conqueror of the horse), O Vidura (an incarnation 
of Dharma) ! (18) 
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Creating a thick mass of darkness, the mighty Indra stole once more under cover of 
it the horse, tied with the gold chain, from the sacrificial post and the wooden ring placed 
in front of it (to which the horse had been secured). (19) As Indra was hurriedly passing 
through the skies Atri directed the attention (of Vijitaswa). The hero, however, did not 
obstruct him, holding as he did (in his hand) a staff with a skull on its top. (20) Urged, 
however, by Atri, he set an arrow to his bowstring in indignation and aimed it at him. Indra 
(thereupon) gave up the horse as well as his garb and stood invisible. (21) The hero too 
thereupon returned to (the scene of) his father's sacrifice, taking the horse (with him). It 
was (some) weak-minded people who accepted as their own the reproachful garb 
assumed and shed by Indra. (22) The hypocritical garbs and appearances that Indra 
assumed with the intention of stealing away the horse (came to be known by the name of 
'‘Pakhanda' inasmuch as they) were the marks ofa sinful propensity (s9=4 @zet). The word 
‘Khanda’ has been used here in the sense of a mark. (23) In this way the mind of men was 
(foolishly) attracted towards the deceitful garbs assumed and dropped by him (Indra) when 
he stole away the horse with the motive of interrupting the sacrificial performance of Prthu, 
as well as towards false creeds passing as true religion under the attractive labels of 
‘Nagnas' (a fraternity of naked mendicants), Raktapatas (monks with red robes) and so on, 
and preached with exceptional eloquence. (24-25) 
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When the venerable Prthu, who possessed extraordinary prowess, came to know this, 
he lifted his bow and took up an arrow in (great) indignation to strike at Indra. (26) Prthu's 
might and rapidity of movement were irresistible; he was terrible to look at (on account of his 
great fury). When the priests officiating at the sacrifice saw that he had made up his mind 
to kill Indra, they prevented him, saying, O king of great wisdom, it is not worthy of you to kill 
anyone other than the beast approved of (by the scriptures) on this (sacred) occasion. (27) 
We will invoke to this very place through powerful spells Indra, who has thwarted your 


purpose and has been eclipsed by your glory, and will without delay forcibly throw your 
enemy, O king, (as an oblation) into the fire. (28) 
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Having addressed Prthu (the master of the sacrifice), in these words, O Vidura, his 
priests were indignantly proceeding to pour oblations into the sacred fire (with the avowed 
object of invoking Indra), with the sacrificial ladle in their hand, when Brahma (himself) 
appeared (before them) and prevented them (from proceeding further), saying, "Indra does 
not deserve to be killed by you, for Yajfia (by which name the then Indra was called), whom 
you seek to get ride of, is a manifestation of the Lord Himself, while the gods who are (being) 
propitiated (by you) are (so many) forms of Indra alone. (29-30) Look at the great violation 
of Dharma committed by Indra, O Brahmanas, with the intention of obstructing this 
(sacrificial) performance of King Prthu (which mischief is likely to be repeated if he is not 
conciliated). (31) Therefore, let the number of sacrifices standing to the credit of Prthu of wide 
renown fall short of one hundred by one. (Turning to Prthu himself, Brahma said,) You have 
no use for sacrifices well performed, since you are conversant with the Dharma conducive 
to Liberation. (32) It is not worthy of you to show anger against the mighty Indra, who is your 
second self; for God bless you, both of you are manifestations of the Lord enjoying excellent 
renown. (33) Brood no more over this incident, O mighty monarch, and listen to our word with 
an attentive mind. For the mind of the man who contemplates achieving what has been 
thwarted by Providence gets highly enraged and is steeped in blind infatuation. (34) Let this 
sacrificial performance cease: for the gods are obstinate (by nature). It is due to this 
performance that Dharma is being violated through pseudo-religious practices started by 
Indra. (35) Look at these men being carried away by the attractive forms of false religion 
given currency of Indra, who has interfered with your sacrifice and stolen your horse. (36) 
A ray of Lord Visnu, you have now appeared on this earth from the body of Vena in order 
to preserve the religious faith of the people, conforming to the various scriptures, that had 
been undermined by his misdeeds, O Prthu ! (37) Therefore, considering the (true) welfare 
of this universe, O Ruler of the people, fulfil the desire of the progenitors of the world (such 
as Bhrgu and others, who have fondly cherished the hope that the Lord Himself will manifest 
in your person and bring salvation to the world) and foil the conjuring trick employed by Indra 
in the shape of the terrible path of pseudo-religion (shown by him) which gives rise to a 
number of false creeds. (38) 
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Maitreya went on : Thus advised and instructed by Brahma, the progenitor and 
preceptor of the world, Prthu (the ruler of the people) did as he was told (insisted no more 
on completing the hundredth horse-sacrifice) and not only came to terms with Indra but also 
bestowed his affection on him. (39) When Prthu, who had many a (noble) deed to his credit, 
had finished the ceremonial bath taken at the end of a sacrifice, the gods (the bestowers of 
boons) that had been propitiated by him during his sacrifices, conferred boons (of their 
choice on him). (40) The Brahmanas, whose blessings (always) came true and who had 
received their sacrificial fees and had been (duly) honoured with reverence, pronounced 
their blessings on king Prthu (the first constitutional monarch), O Vidura, (highly) gratified, 
(and added:—). (41) "All those who had assembled (here) in response to your invitation, O 
mighty-armed ruler !—manes, gods, Rsis and human beings—have been (duly) honoured 
by you with gifts and attention." (42) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse forming part of the Story of Prthu's Conquest, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XX 
Lord Visnu manifests Himself in the sacrificial hall of king Prthu 
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Maitreya resumed : Pleased with the sacrifices (of king Prthu), the all-pervading Lord 
Vaikuntha (Visnu), the Enjoyer and Dispenser of the fruit of sacrifices, too, (appeared on the 
scene) with Indra and addressed the king (as follows). (1) 
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The Lord said : This Indra has interfered with your (vow of) performing a hundred 
horse-sacrifices. As he (now) tenders his apology (to you), you will be well advised to grant 
him pardon. (2) Those pious souls in this world, O ruler of men, who are possessed of good 
understanding and are the best among men bear no ill-will against their fellow-beings, as 
(they know that) the body is not their self. (3) If even people like you are bewildered by My 
(divine) Maya (deluding potency), services rendered to the elderly (in point of wisdom) for 
along time should be regarded as sheer fruitless labour.(4) Hence the awakened soul who 
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knows this body to be a product of ignorance (about one's own self), desire and action 
never gets attached to it. (5) Having no attachment to this body, what wise man would 
entertain a feeling of mineness with regard to the house, progeny or wealth, produced 
by that body ? (6) 
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The Self referred to (in verse 3 above) is one without change, pure (untainted by Maya), 
self-effulgent, beyond the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), the substratum of divine 
attributes, all-pervading, unveiled, the witness ( of all), having no other soul and distinct from 
the body. (7) The man who knows the Self, existing in the body, as described above is never 
tainted by the modes of Prakrti, though abiding in Prakrti, established as he is in Me (the 
supreme Spirit). (8) The mind of the man who daily worships Me with reverence through (the 
performance of) his own duty (as enjoined by the Sastras), expecting nothing (from Me), is 
gradually purified, O king ! (9) He whose mind is purified dissociates himself from the world 
of matter and, attaining true wisdom, enjoys (eternal) peace, which is the same as My 
equipoised state and is also known by the name of Brahma (the Absolute) or final 
beatitude.(10) He who knows this immutable Self as ifit were unconcerned, though presiding 
over the body, the senses of perception, the organs of action and the mind, attains 
blessedness. (11) 
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Transmigration takes place only of the subtle body—which is made of the five subtle 
elements, the senses and the deities presiding over the same anda reflection of the Spirit— 
and which is distinct from the Spirit. Enlightened souls who have conceived a strong 
attachment to Me never give way to the morbid feelings of joy and grief, when they meet with 
affluent or adverse circumstances. (12) Viewing the exalted, the middling and the vile alike 
and balanced in joy and sorrow, and having conquered the senses and the mind (therefore), 
O valiant monarch, protect all the worlds with the help and co-operation of all the people 
(ministers and others) made available by Me. (13) Protection of the people is the only way 
to the salvation of a ruler ; for thereby he gains hereafter one-sixth of the merit (earned by 
the people); while he, on the other hand, who fails to protect the people and yet levies taxes 
on them, forfeits his merits and eats sin. (14) Thus, mainly devoted to the sacred duties 
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approved of by the foremost Brahmanas and enjoined by tradition, though unattached to 
them, and ruling over the earth (with righteousness) you will win the love and devotion of the 
people and in a short time you will be able to see the perfect ones (Sanaka and others), who 
will call on you at your own house. (15) And ask of Me any boon (of your choice), O ruler of 
men, since you have won Me by your virtues and good disposition. | am not easily accessible 
through sacrificial performances or austerities or even Yoga (concentration of mind), 
dwelling as | do in the heart of the even-minded. (16) 
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Maitreya continued : Thus instructed by Lord Viswaksena (Visnu), the Preceptor of 
the universe, king Prthu, the conqueror of the world, bowed his head to Sri Hari's 
command.(17) He embraced Indra (who had attained to that position through a hundred 
sacrifices)—who was (just) going to touch the latter's feet (by way of apology) and was 
ashamed of his own act—and gave up his enmity towards him. (18) Prthu now offered 
worship to the Lord, who is the Soul of the universe, clasped His lotus-feet with increasing 
devotion. (19) Though inclined to depart, the Lord, who had eyes resembling the petals of 
a lotus and who is the disinterested friend of the virtuous, kept on looking at him and could 
not proceed, being detained by his own kindly disposition. (20) Prthu (the first constitutional 
monarch on this earth) could not see Sri Hari because his eyes were bedimmed with tears, 
nor could he speak anything, his voice choked with tears. Embracing Him in his heart, he 
(therefore) held Him (there) and stood with joined palms (where he was). (21) Then, wiping 
his tears, he gazed on the Supreme Person—who (now) appeared before his eyes, that 
would not be sated (with His sight), and who stood touching the ground with His feet and with 
the finger-tips of one of His hands placed on the elevated shoulder of Garuda (the sworn 
enemy of serpents)—and addressed the Lord (as follows). (22) 
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Prthu said : How could a wise man ask boons—enjoyable by those whose mind is 
engrossed in the world of matter—of You, O omnipresent Lord, the Ruler of those capable 
of conferring boons (on their votaries) ! | too would never ask of You, O Lord, the Bestower 
of final beatitude, boons which are available even to the denizens of hell. (23) | crave not 
under any circumstance even final beatitude, where there is no (occasion for enjoying the) 
nectar of Your lotus-feet, oozing from the inmost heart of the most exalted souls through their 
lips. (Therefore,) pray, endow me with ten thousand ears (to enable me to drink to my heart's 
fill the nectar-like praises of the Lord); this is the boon (I ask of You).(24) O Lord of excellent 
renown ! even the air (breath) laden with drops of the nectar of Your lotus-feet, issuing from 
the mouth of exalted souls, restores the knowledge of Self to us, fallen Yogis, who have 
forgotten the path leading to (the realization of) the Truth. Hence we require no more 
boons. (25) How can a man of flair—who has accidentally heard Your auspicious praises 
in the society of noble souls only once, O Lord of excellent fame, feel sated, unless he is a 
veritable brute—with the glory, which even Sri (the Goddess of beauty and prosperity) has 
gladly adopted as a theme of Her songs, keen to imbibe Your virtues. (26) Full of ardent 
longing, therefore, | would, like Laksmi (who is distinguished by a lotus in Her hand), adore 
with all my being You, the highest of all embodied beings and the abode of all excellences. 
Let there be no bickering between us two, who are competing for the service of a common 
lord and who have focussed our mind on Your feet alone. (27) Jealousy is sure to be aroused. 
O Lord of the universe, in (the mind of) Goddess Laksmi (the Mother of the universe) whose 
role (of devoted service to Your feet) it is my desire to share. But fond as You are of the meek, 
You make much even of their trifling services. And rejoicing as You do in Your own Self, You 
have nothing to do even with Her (Goddess Laksmi). (28) It is therefore that even after 
attaining wisdom pious souls worship You alone, who dispel the delusion caused in the mind 
of Your devotees by the modes of Prakrti (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas). (As a matter of fact,) 
we know of no other purpose than the constant remembrance of Your feet in the life of noble 
souls, O Lord. (29) The words "Ask (of Me) aboon (of your choice)" that You (just) addressed 
to me, engaged in worshipping You(ina disinterested spirit), reckon as intended to delude 
the creatures (of the world). If the people were not bound by the cords of Your speech (the 
Veda), wherefore should they take to action (with interested motives) under a spell of 
delusion ? (30) Indeed man has been split from You, his real Self, by Your Maya (deluding 
potency), O Lord: that is why the stupid fellow hankers for other things. (Nevertheless,) even 
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as a father does whatis good for his child of his own accord (without being asked by the child), 
You too should likewise strive for our good (31). 


x 
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Maitreya went on: Extolled thus by Prthu (the first constitutional monarch on this earth), 
the all-seeing(omniscient) Lord said to him, "May you have devotion to Me, O king ! 
Fortunately enough you have developed such a mental attitude towards Me, through which 
one is able to get over My Maya (deluding potency), so hard to escape from. (32) Therefore, 
do My bidding carefully. O ruler of the people; for men who carry out My behest reap good 


results everywhere." (33) P 
aay sara 
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Maitreya resumed : Thus welcoming the words of the royal sage Prthu (the son of 
Vena), which were full of deep meaning, and worshipped by him, the immortal Lord 
showered his grace on him and made up His mind to depart. (34) Honoured by the king with 
(polite) words, wealth (rich presents), salutation (with joined palms) and devotion, and 
treated by him as (so many images of) Lord Visnu (the Ruler of all sacrifices), all the gods, 
Rsis, manes, Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Siddhas (a class of celestial beings 
endowed with mystic powers from their very birth), Caranas (celestial bards), Nagas (a 
species of living beings with a human face and serpent-like lower extremities, inhabiting the 
subterranean regions), Kinnaras (a class of demigods with a human figure and the head of 
a horse, reckoned among the celestial choristers and celebrated as musicians), Apsaras 
(the dancing girls of heaven), human beings, birds and many other beings as well as the 
attendants of Lord Vaikuntha (Visnu) left that place. (35-36) Stealing away the mind as it 
were of that royal sage as well as that of his preceptor, the immortal Lord too returned to His 
own Abode. (37) Bowing to the Lord, who is adorable even to the gods and is unmanifest 
by His very nature, and who, having revealed Himself (to Prthu) had become invisible once 
more, the king (also) retired to his capital. (38) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Four of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXI 
King Prthu's teaching to his subjects 
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Maitreya continued : The city was decorated everywhere with (strings of) pearls, 
wreaths of flowers, drapery, ornamental arches of gold and highly fragrant incense (burning 
in censers). (1) Ithadits streets, quadrangles and high-ways sprinkled with water perfumed 
with sandal and aloe, and was adorned with flowers, unbroken rice, fruits, young blades of 
barley, parched grains of rice and lights.(2) It was beautified with stems of bananas 
containing bunches of flowers and fruits, as well as with young arecas (uprooted and planted 
here and there by way of decoration), and was embellished all round with festoons prepared 
with the leaves of various trees (mango etc.). (3) People of the city and (particularly) fair- 
looking maids adorned with polished ear-rings advanced to greet him with lights and 
presents as well as with all kinds of auspicious substances (such as curds etc.) collected 
(for the occasion). (4) Extolled (by bards and minstrels), yet free from pride, the hero entered 
the palace in the midst of a flourish of conchs and the crash of kettledrums and the chant 
of Vedic hymns by the priests. (5) Greeted everywhere (on the route) and (highly) pleased, 
king Prthu of great renown honoured the citizens as well as the different classes of his 
subjects hailing from the countryside, by granting them boons which delighted them. (6) 
Doing many such deeds (as the milching of Earth), the great monarch of unimpeachable 
conduct and the most adored of all ruled over the terrestrial globe and, after establishing an 
extensive renown, (eventually) ascended to the highest abode (of the Lord). (7) 
Yd saa 
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Sita went on : Vidura, that eminent votary of the Lord, O Saunaka (the leader of the 
assemblage of sages collected in the forest of Naimisa)! hailed the sage Maitreya (the son 
of Kusaru)—as the latter dwelt upon the glory of king Prthu (the first constitutional monarch 
on this globe), which had been augmented by excellences of every kind and had won the 
homage of men of great virtues—and spoke (as follows). (8) 
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Vidura said : What did that Prthu (further) do, who was installed as king by the 
Brahmanas, received presents from all the gods and bore the prowess of Lord Visnu in his 
arms, by which he milked Earth (in the form of a cow)? (9) What knowing man would not hear 
the glory of king Prthu; for it is the remains of whatever was achieved by his valour that all 
the (so-called) rulers of the earth as well as the different worlds and their guardian deities 
enjoy to their heart's content even to this day. Therefore, pray, tell (me more of) his faultless 


doings. (10) 
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Maitreya resumed : Living in (ruling over) the holy stretch of land lying between the two 
rivers, the Ganga and the Yamuna, he enjoyed only such pleasures as had been earned by 
his past deeds and (that too) with a view to exhausting his merits (and not for the gratification 
of his senses). (11) His commands were respected everywhere and he held undisputed 
sway over all the seven main divisions of the terrestrial globe, barring, of course, the 
Brahmanas and the votaries of the immortal Lord (who recognize the Lord alone as their 
progenitor). (12) Once he consecrated himself for a great sacrificial session and there was 
a huge gathering on that occasion of heavenly beings, Brahmana seers and royal sages, O 
noblest Vidura ! (13) When all the venerable persons in that assembly had been duly 
honoured according to their rank and position, the king rose in their midst like the moon in 
the midst of stars. (14) He was tall of stature with brawny and long arms and had a fair 
complexion, eyes ruddy as a lotus, a shapely nose and a lovely countenance. He was gentle 
in appearance, had rounded shoulders, beautiful (rows of) teeth and a winsome smile. (15) 
Full of vigour, he had a broad chest, bulky hips and a belly shaped like a leaf of the holy fig 
tree and charming with folds. His navel was deep and circular like an eddy; his thighs 
resembled a pair of gold pillars; and his feet were slightly elevated in front. (16) The hair on 
his head was fine, curly, dark and sleek and his throat was marked by three spiral lines like 
those of a conch-shell. He had on his person a pair of costly and excellent pieces of linen, 
one wrapped about his loins and the other slung across his right side and left shoulder. (17) 
Being under a vow of abstinence he had laid aside his jewels so that the natural beauty of 
all his limbs was (now) manifest. Covering himself with the skin of a black buck and wearing 
( a ring of) Kuga grass (used on ceremonial occasions) in his hands, he looked (exception- 
ally) graceful and had (just) finished his (religious) duties appropriate to the hour. (18) The 
king looked all round with eyes which were full of love and soothed one's agony and, thrilling 
the whole assembly with delight—as it were, made the following speech, which was 
charming to the ear, full of elegant (figurative) expression, bland, polished, deep in 
significance and uninterrupted by emotion. (As he spoke,) it seemed as if he was recounting 
at that time his own experience for the benefit of all (who had assembled there). (19-20) 
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The king said : Worthies present here, may you all be blessed. Pious souls gathered 
here, pray listen ! Those who are eager to know what Dharma (righteousness) is ought to 
submit their own conception (about it) before the wise. (21) As a ruler on this earth | have 
been assigned the role of punishing the evil-doers, protecting the people (against calami- 
ties); affording them means of subsistence and keeping them severally within their bounds 
(the spheres allotted to them by the Sastras). (22) By discharging these functions | as such 
hope to attain those realms which yield what one desires and which—as the expounders of 
the Vedas declare—are earned by him who wins the pleasure of God (who has the record 
of all our past doings before His very eyes). (23) A sovereign who levies taxes but fails to 
teach the people their sacred duties (merely) reaps their sin and forfeits his fortune. (24) Free 
from acarping spiritand with your mind fixed on Lord Visnu (whois above sense-perception), 
therefore, my (beloved) subjects, do your own duty for the good in the other world of your 
ruler (myself); (for) therein lies your own interest and thereby you will have done a (great) 
favour to me. (25) Kindly lend your hearty support to this (prayer of mine), O pure-hearted 
manes, gods and sages for the fruit which accrues hereafter to the doer, the instructor and 
the countenancer is (just) the same. (26) In the opinion of some (believing souls); O most 
worthy ones; there is a God (who dispenses the fruit of all actions); for both here and 
hereafter can be seen in some rare cases places of enjoyment as well as bodies which are 
endowed with (uncommon) brilliance. (27) In the opinion of Swayambhuva Manu (the first 
ruler of the earth), Uttanapada (his younger son), king Dhruva (Uttanapada's illustrious son), 
the royal sage Priyavrata ( Swayambhuva's elder son), my grandfather, Anga, nay, of 
Brahma (the birthless creator) and Lord Siva (the Progenitor of the universe), as well as of 
(the demon kings) Prahrada and Bali (Praharada's grandson) and others like those 
enumerated above, one has to do with (it is necessary to postulate the existence of) 
Bhagavan Narayana (the Wielder of a mace), the sole independent means of securing the 
three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, earthly possessions and sense— 
gratification) as well as heavenly bliss and final beatitude, the only dissenters being (my 
father) Vena (the grandson of Death) and ( a few ) others, who were deluded in the matter 
of righteousness and (therefore) deserve to be pitied. (28—30) 
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Like the (sacred) stream (the Ganga) that has flowed from His great toe, the pious and 

ever-increasing relish one finds in adoring His feet immediately wipes out the impurity of 
mind of those afflicted by the trials and tribulations of mundane existence, accumulated in 
the course of all previous births. (31) Even the man who has taken shelter in the soles of His 
feet is completely rid of all the impurities of mind and, acquiring the special power of 
dispassion and Self-Realization, never returns to worldly life, which brings misery in its 
train.(32) Confident of achieving the goal according to your (individual) merits and free from 
hypocrisy, (therefore) worship Him alone—whose lotus-feet are capable of yielding 
whatever you desire—with the functions of your mind, speech and body and by your own 
duties which serve as a means of procuring a living to you. (33) 
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A compact mass of pure consciousness and attributeless in essence, He (the Supreme 
Person) manifests Himself, in the path of the ritual, in the form of a sacrifice, possessed of 
many attributes, which is accomplished with the help of diverse substances (such as barley, 


rice, sesame seeds and clarified butter), qualities (of things), actions (such as the pounding 
of paddy and fanning the chaff from the grain) as well as through the purposes to which the 
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various rites are directed, the intention with which a sacrifice is undertaken, the distinctive 
virtue of things and the appellation (such as Jyotistoma and Vajapeya) by which a sacrifice 
is known. (34) Even as fire manifested through (various) pieces of wood appears endowed 
with their peculiarities (size, shape etc.), so does the all-pervading Lord (who is supreme 
Bliss)—manifesting Himself through the medium of the intellect (which has identified itself 
with external objects) in the body (of an individual), which is a product of Prakrti (primordial 
Matter), the Time-spirit, latent desires and destiny—appear as the fruit of various religious 
rites as well.(35) Oh! those of my subjects on the surface of this globe who with a firm resolve 
incessantly worship, through the performance of their (allotted) duty, Sri Hari, the Preceptor 
of the universe and the Supreme Lord of all those who receive a share in the sacrificial 
offerings (really) do me a favour. (36) May the lustre emanating from the ruling (Ksatriya) 
race through their great affluence and power never overpower the Brahmana race, and the 
votaries of the invincible Lord Visnu, shining brightly through sheer forbearance, austerity 
and adoration. (37) It is by ever adoring the feet of the Brahmanas that Sri Hari, the most 
ancient Person—who is a (great) devotee of the Brahmana community, and who takes the 
lead among the most exalted—won Laksmi (the goddess of fortune), who never leaves Him, 
and a glory which sanctifies the universe. (38) Following as you do the righteous conduct of 
the Lord, pray, adore in all humility and with your entire being the Brahmana race, by serving 
whom that independent Lord—who dwells in the heart of all and is (extremely) fond of the 
Brahmanas—is supremely pleased. (39) Who is better qualified in this world to serve as a 
mouth of (vehicle to convey offerings to) the gods (who feed on sacrificial food) than the 
Brahmana race, by constantly adoring whom a man automatically attains final beatitude (in 
the shape of everlasting peace) before long consequent on his mind getting purified as a 
matter of course? (40) The immortal Lord, who is the sole theme of the Upanisads (the 
utterances referring to those who are devoted to Self-Realization) surely does not enjoy the 
oblations poured into the sacred fire—which is bereft of consciousness—so well as those 
offered with reverence into the mouth of a Brahmana by the knowers of Truth in the name 
of gods fit to be adored in a sacrifice. (41) Equipped with reverence, austerity, commendable 
conduct, chariness of speech, self-control and concentration of mind, the Brahmanas ever 
retain in their memory, with a view to discovering the Truth, the pure and eternal Veda, in 
which (the whole of) this universe can be (clearly) seen as in a mirror. (42) O venerable ones ! 
let me carry the dust of their lotus-feet on my crown all my life; for the sins of the man who 
constantly wears it (on his head) speedily disappear and ail sorts of virtues seek their abode 
in him. (43) And riches (of every kind), as a matter of course, woo him who is an abode of 
excellences, rich in moral character, full of gratitude and devoted to the elders. (Therefore), 
may the Brahmana race and the bovine species as well as Lord Janardana and His servants 
be gracious to me ! (44) 
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Maitreya went on : As the king spoke thus, the manes and gods as well as the 
Brahmanas (who had assembled there and) who were (all) pious souls, felt delighted at heart 
and applauded him, uttering words of approbation. (45) (They said:) the Vedic text that "one 
attains to the higher worlds through a (worthy) son" is (quite) true. For the sinful Vena (Prthu's 
father), who was killed by the curse of the Brahmanas, has been able to cross over (the 
tortures of) hell (through you). (46) Even so Hiranyakasipu (the demon king) was about to 
descend into hell as a consequence of his blaspheming the Lord, but escaped it through the 
piety of his virtuous son, Prahrada. (47) O great hero, father of Earth, may you live happily 
for numberless years—you who have such devotion to the immortal Lord, the one 
(undisputed) Ruler of all the worlds ! (48) Ah ! having you for our ruler, O king of sacred 
renown, we look upon ourselves as under the protection of Lord Mukunda (the Bestower of 
Liberation) today, since you reveal (to us) the stories of Lord Visnu, the foremost of those 
enjoying excellent fame anda votary of the Brahmana race. (49) Itis no great wonder on your 
part, O lord, to instruct your dependants; for it is the nature of exalted souls possessed of 
a tender heart to love their subjects. (50) Robbed of our judgement by our own actions (of 
past lives), going by the name of destiny, we had been wandering (in the wilderness of 
transmigration). Today you have led us across the darkness (of ignorance), O lord! (51) Hail 
to you, the most adorable person, dominated by the quality of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and 
Tamas, who inspiring the Brahmana race, protect the Ksatriya community and vice versa, 
and inspiring both, maintain the whole universe by dint of your own energy. (52) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Four of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the icicle Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIl 
The sage Sanaka and his three brothers impart 
instruction to king Prthu 
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Maitreya continued : While the people were thus extolling Prthu of great prowess, there 


came to that spot four sages, resplendent as the sun. (1) Surrounded by his attendants, the 
king saw the lords of divine seers descending from the heavens. They were (easily) 
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recognized (to be no other than Sanaka and his three brothers) through their splendour, 
which dispelled the sins of the spheres (through which they passed). (2) King Prthu 
(instantly) rose with his courtiers and all others present there, as if eager to seize back his 
life-breath, that had shot forth (to meet those sages) at their very sight *, even as the mind 
runs forth to meet the objects of sense-enjoyment. (3) When they had accepted the Arghya 
(water offered for washing the hands of a distinguished guest) and taken their seat, the king, 
who was (most) urbane (in manners) and was overwhelmed by his esteem for them, 
worshipped them with due ceremony, his head bent low with modesty. (4) He (then) sprinkled 
his tuft of hair with the hallowed drops of water wherewith he had washed their feet, thus duly 
following the ways of the virtuous, as if in order to evince his respect for the same. (5) 
Endowed with reverence and self-discipline, and full of delight, he addressed those sages, 
the elder brothers (even) of Lord Siva—who, when installed on seats of gold, shone like the 
sacrificial fires in their proper places. (6) 
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Prthu said : Oh ,what meritorious acts have | performed, O abodes of auspiciousness, 
that | have been blessed with your sight, whom even Yogis (men possessed of mystic 
powers) find it difficult to perceive? (7) There is nothing very difficult to attain in this world or 
the next for him with whom Brahmanas (like you) and Lord Siva and Visnu and their 
attendants are pleased. (8) The world does not perceive you, even though you range 
through the various regions, just as the visible creation and Mahattattva (the principle of 
cosmic intelligence) etc., which are the causes of this world, are unable to perceive the 
all-seeing self. (9) Though poor, those pious householders are (indeed) blessed, whose 
house contains water, (a mat of) straw or (bare) ground, the master himself and his servants 
etc., worthy of acceptance by venerable souls (like you). (10) (Worthless) like the trees 
harbouring (venomous) serpents are those houses which, though replete with all kinds of 
riches, are not hallowed by the holy water washing the feet of the Lord's devotees. (11) 
Welcome is your visit to this place, O exalted Brahmanas; for despite your juvenility you are 
ever self-controlled and reverently observe great vows (of perpetual celibacy and so on), 
following the ways of seekers after liberation. (12) Is there (any hope of) good for us, who 
know the objects of senses to be the only thing worth coveting and have fallen, through our 
* Our scriptures maintain that the life-breath of a young man goes forth to meet his elders when the latter pay him a visit 
and that it is only when he rises and bows to them that the life-breath returns :-— 
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own doings, into this (whirlpool of) transmigration (which is a hotbed of miseries) ? (13) Itis 
out of place to make enquiries about your welfare inasmuch as you revel in your own self 
and no thoughts of good and evil (ever) arise in you. (14) Therefore, reposing full faith in you, 
| (make bold to) enquire of you, the loving friends of the distressed, how salvation can be 
easily attained in this (very) birth. (15) Surely the birthless Lord, who shines as the very self 
in (all) sages and reveals Himself (in the heart of His devotees) moves about on this earth 
in the guise of Siddhas (sages like you in order to shower His grace on His devotees. (16) 


ST 
qererearencd at ag fad aqi maar ga Ment Ga: yeaa = Ie! 
Maitreya went on : Hearing these graceful and righteous words of Prthu, which were 
pregnant with serious import, brief and delightful, the sage Sanatkumara cheerfully replied 


as though smiling. (17) 
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Sanatkumara said : A very good enquiry has been made by you, even though you know 
the answer, O great monarch, your heart being given to the good of all living beings, (for) such 
is the bent of mind of the virtuous. (18) The meeting of pious souls is thought highly of both 
by themselves and by those who meet them; for worthy questions put to and the noble 
answers given by them enhance the happiness of all. (19) Certainly, O king, are you gifted 
with that rare and abiding love for hearing the praises —elicited by suitable questions—of 
the lotus-feet of Sri Hari (the Slayer of Madhu), which shakes off the impurity of the mind in 


the shape of latent desires, so difficult to remove. (20) In the scriptures, which have made 
a thorough enquiry (into the truth), (only) absence of attachment to things other than the Self 
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and intense love for one's real Self, the attributeless Brahma, have been finally concluded 
to be the only way to salvation for men. (21) That love for the attributeless Brahma as well 
as the absence of attachment to the world of matter, both as cause and effect, is easily 
developed through (intense) faith, through the discharge of duties consecrated to the Lord, 
through a desire to know the higher truths and by being firmly established in the Yoga of 
Knowledge, through worship of the Lord of Yoga and by ever listening to the hallowed stories 
of the Lord of sacred renown, through a distaste for the company of those delighting in lucre 
and sense-enjoyments and by eschewing wealth and sense-gratification esteemed by such 
people, through love for seclusion when finding delight in the Self, but not such occasions 
when a potion of the nectarine drink of Sri Hari's glories is had, through harmlessness and 
by living the life of an ascetic, through an enquiry into that which is conducive to one's spiritual 
welfare and by drinking the peerless nectar of Lord Mukunda's glories, by practising the 
twelve forms of self-discipline, (viz., non-violence, truthfulness, non-thieving, absence of 
attachment, modesty, non-accumulation of wealth and luxuries except in the interests of 
others, belief in God, continence, habit of meditation on God, firmness, forgiveness and 
fearlessness) and observing the twelve religious vows (of internal and external purity, 
muttering the divine names and sacred texts, austerity, offering oblations into the sacred fire, 
reverence, worship of the Lord, pilgrimage to holy places, endeavour for the good of others, 
contentment and waiting upon the preceptor * ) by refraining from calumny and abandoning 
all activity (for the acquisition and preservation of worldly goods), by enduring pairs of 
opposites (like heat and cold etc.), and by devotion to Sri Hari, growing through the utterance 
of His praises, which (ever) adorn the ears of His devotees. (22—25) When this love for 
Brahma gets firmly rooted, man resorts to a (worthy) preceptor and, like the fire consuming 
the very source whence it originates, he dissolves his subtle body, mainly consisting of the 
five subtle elements and enveloping his pure self (in the form of the ego), when the same 
has been freed from its latent desires by the force of wisdom and dispassion. (26) When the 
envelope (in the shape of the subtle body) that wraps the pure Self and which stood 
heretofore between the soul and the Oversoul has (thus) been dissolved, the embodied soul 
sheds all the attributes of that envelope and no longer perceives that which is external to the 
self nor his subjective states, just as a dreaming man no longer sees the things of his dream 
when it has been broken. (27) 
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* Vide Srimad Bhagavata XI. xix. 33—35. 
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Only so long as this conditioning mind-substance (the principal constituent of the subtle 
body) persists (i.e., in the waking and dream states) man perceives his own self, the objects 
of sense and that which connects the self with these latter (viz., the ego), and not at any other 
time ( e. g., in the state of deep sleep). (28) Everywhere (in the external world too) it is only 
when water or a mirror or any other condition is present that a man perceives the difference 
between one's own self and that which is external to oneself (viz., one's reflected image), 
and not at other times (when the condition is absent). (29) Distracted by the senses, which 
are themselves drawn towards their objects, the mind of those that (ever) muse on such 
objects (as worth attaining), takes away the power of discrimination of the intellect (as 
imperceptibly) as a clump of grass sucks up water from a pool (through its roots). (30) 
Consequent on the loss of reason, memory fails; loss of memory is followed by loss of 
wisdom and the sages refer to loss of wisdom as the ruination of the self through one's own 
self. (31) There can be no greater loss in the world to a man than the ruination, through one's 
own self, of the soul, for whose sake everything else becomes dear*. (32) Constant 
preoccupation with wealth and the objects of sense means the ruination of all the interests 
of men. Deprived of his knowledge and wisdom through such preoccupation, man is reborn 
in the immobile creation (the vegetable or mineral kingdom). (33) Whoever is keen to cross 
and reach the other end of the impenetrable gloom in the form of ignorance (the root of 
transmigration) should never conceive an attachment to that which is most detrimental to 
(the attainment of) religious merit, worldly possessions, gratification of the senses and 
liberation. (34) Of these four too, liberation alone is acknowledged as the highest purpose 
of life; for everything falling under the category of the other three objects of human pursuit 
is ever exposed to the fear of death. (35) There can be no stability in (the life of) the higher 
and the lower orders of creation that have come into existence ever since the equilibrium of 
the three modes of Prakrti (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) was disturbed (at the dawn of 
creation); for their hopes (to survive) have always been blasted by the all-powerful Time. (36) 
Therefore, O king, know Him to be your very Self—the Lord who perceptibly and inwardly 
shines as the all-pervading Ruler of the Jiva (the conscious principle in the psycho-physical 
organism) in the heart of (all) mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate) beings invested 
with a body, the senses, the vital airs, the intellect and the ego. Him do | resort to (for 
protection)—the ever free, taintless and enlightened principle—who has set aside Prakrti 
(Primordial Nature) defiled by the Karmas (of the various Jivas) and in whom appears this 
phantom of the universe both as cause and effect, vanishing on the dawn of discriminating 
wisdom even like the (false) notion of a serpent with regard to a wreath of flowers. (37-38) 
Resort (then) as your (sole) refuge to Lord Vasudeva, by fixing the thought on the splendour 
of the very toes of whose lotus-feet pious souls cut asunder the knot of egotism (which is 
nothing but a conglomerate of tendencies to action) formed (by Karmas themselves), in a 
manner that even recluses who have emptied their mind (of all thoughts of the world), having 
withdrawn their senses (from their objects) are not able to do. (39) Great agony is 

* Cf. Brhadaranyaka Upanisad IV. v. 6. 
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experienced in crossing the ocean of metempsychosis—which is infested with (fierce) 
crocodiles in the shape of the five senses and the mind—by those who have not found their 
boat in God, inasmuch as they seek to reach the other end of it by painful means (such as 
the practice of Yoga). Therefore, you make the adorable feet of Lord Sri Hari your boat and 
cross the ocean of misery, which is so difficult to cross. (40) 
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Maitreya resumed : Enlightened thus about the true nature of the Self by Sanatkumara, 
son of Brahma (the creator) and a knower of Brahma, the king duly praised him and 
addressed him (as follows). (41) 
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The king said : Sri Hari, who is (so) kind to the afflicted, showed His grace to me in the 

first instance (vide Discourse XX above). It is in order to bring it to its culminating point, O 
divine sage, that you have all come (here). (42) And compassionate as you are, it has been 
made fruitful in its entirety by you. What shall | give you (in return for this grace), when 
everything belonging to me, including myself, has been graciously allowed (as a favour) to 
me by pious souls? (43) My life, spouse, sons and house with all its appurtenances, kingdom, 
army, lands and treasury—all this | offer (at your feet as something already belonging to 
you). (44) He alone who is well-versed in the Vedas and (other) sacred books is competent 
to commandarmies, rule over a kingdom, direct policies of war and exercise dominion over 
all the worlds. (45) A Brahmana eats his own food, wears his own (clothing) and gives away 
his own (property to others). It is by his sufferance that the Ksatriyas and others eat their 
food. (46) May you—who are well-versed in the Vedas and have in your abounding 
compassion precisely explained to us, in the course of your dissertation on the Spirit, the 
true nature of God as depicted above—may you ever be pleased with your own acts (of 
delivering the afflicted). Who will make himself a butt of ridicule by presuming to 
recompense your acts of benevolence? (47) 
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Maitreya continued : Adored by king Prthu (the first constitutional monarch on the 
earth), and praising his virtuous conduct, those masters of the science of Self-Realization, 
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rose to the heavens, while everyone stood gazing on them. (48) Vena's son, the foremost 
among exalted souls, who was firmly established in the Self through concentration of mind 
as a result of the instruction received from them in the science of the Spirit, regarded 
himself as one who had realized all his ambitions (in life). (49) He performed (all) his duties 
at the proper time, at the proper place and in the proper way to the best of his ability and 
resources as an offering to God. (50) Resigning the fruit (of his actions) to God with a 
concentrated mind, and regarding himself as a witness of (all) actions and beyond (the 
realm of ) Prakrti, he remained unattached (to everything). (51) While remaining a 
householder and endowed with imperial fortune, he was free from egotism and conceived 
no attachment for the objects of sense, even as the sun, though shining on bog etc., does 
not get daubed with it. (52) 
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Thus duly performing (his) duties at the proper place and time with his mind fixed on 
the Self, the king begot through (his consort) Arci five sons who came up to his ideals— 
Vijitaswa, DnOmrakesa, Haryaksa, Dravina and Vrka. A part manifestation of the immortal 
Lord, Prthu alone manifested at the proper time (special) qualities of all the regional gods 
for the protection of the created beings of the (whole) world. Delighting the people with his 
mind, speech and conduct as well as by his charming virtues, he bore the (significant) title 
of Raja (he who delights) like another moon-god (who is known by the name of king 
Soma because of his delighting all created beings with his cool rays). Even as the sun drains 
(in summer) the moisture of the earth, and releases it (during the rains) and radiates heat, 
so he drew the wealth of the earth (by way of land revenue and other taxes), (freely) 
distributed it (among the people during famines etc.) and exercised his authority (over the 
people). (653—56) He was formidable like fire in splendour and hard to conquer like the great 
Indra (the lord of paradise), vied with the earth in forbearance, and with the heaven in 
bestowing on men whatever they sought.(57) Like the god of rain he showered blessings on 
the people according to their desire, (thereby) gratifying (them all). Like the ocean he was 
too deep to be understood and in firmness he was a compeer of Mounts Sumeru (the king 
of mountains). (58) In meting out punishment he was as just as Yama (the god of retribution); 


in his marvellous acquisitions he resembled the Himalaya mountain. Like Kubera (the god 
of wealth) he was rich in treasures, and like Varuna (the god of water) he had his wealth well- 
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guarded. (59) Like the wind-god he could move everywhere and matched him in strength (of 
body), vitality and prowess; while in irresistibility he vied with Lord Siva (the Ruler of the 
ghosts). (60) In comeliness of form he matched the god of love and was full of spirit as a lion. 

In paternal affection he equalled Swayambhuva Manu, while in lordship over men he was 
like Brahma (the birthless creator). (61) In expounding the Vedas he was (another) Brhaspati 
(the preceptor of the gods), while in self-control he was (as good as) Sri Hari Himself. And 
in devotion to the cow, the preceptor and the Brahmanas as well as to the votaries of Lord 
Visnu, and (even so) in modesty, humility and amiability as well as in his efforts for (the 
benefit of) others he was his own equal (peerless). (62) Through his glory, sung by the people 
everywhere in the three worlds, he had reached the ears of women evenas SriRama entered 
the ears of pious men. (63) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse, forming part of the Story of king 
Prthu, in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. - 


kx 
ISS 


31 Tarfeant sear: 


Discourse XXIll 
King Prthu practises asceticism and departs for the other world 
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Maitreya began again : A man of (great) self-control and a (true) protector of his 
subjects, Prthu (the son of Vena) had himself fostered his own creation ( in the shape of the 
various crops and the numerous towns and villages founded and populated by him), made 
(necessary) provision for the maintenance of (all) mobile (animate) and immobile 
(inanimate) creatures, lent his support to the practice of virtue by the virtuous and (fully) 
discharged the commission of the Lord, for which he was born on this earth. Realizing, one 
day, that he had grown old, he entrusted the earth, (who was a daughter to him and) who was 


weeping as it were out of grief at her separation (from him), to the care of his sons and repaired 
unattended to a hermitage alongwith his consort, while his subjects stood disconsolate. (1—3) 
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Uninterruptedly observing his rules of self-discipline there too, he embarked on (a course 
of) severe asceticism, highly approved of by anchorites, with the same earnestness as he 
had erstwhile evinced in the conquest of his own ancestral dominion. (4) Subsisting on 
bulbs, roots and fruits (to begin with), he ate dried leaves for sometime, contented himself 
with water alone for some fortnights and thereafter lived on air (alone). (5) Leading the life 
of a hermit, the dauntless Prthu basked in the heat of five fires (one in each of the four 
quarters with the sun shining overhead) in summer, exposed himself to hard showers during 
the rains, stood immersed in water up to his neck in the last two months of winter and slept 
on the bare ground (all the year round). (6) Practising forbearance with (strict) control over 
his speech and senses, he observed (a vow of) complete celibacy, controlled his vital airs 
and did the highest form of austerity, seeking (thereby) to please Sri Krsna. (7) His (stock 
of) Karma having been burntas a result of that asceticism, gradually developed to perfection, 
and his mind (thus) purged of all impurities, he thoroughly subdued his senses and mind by 
controlling the breath and was (thereby) able to cut asunder the bonds of his Vasan@s (latent 
desires). (8) Prthu (the foremost of men) now adored the Supreme Person through that very 
Yoga (mode of worship) which the divine sage Sanatkumara had taught him as the best 
means of realizing the Self. (9) Ever engaged in duties sacred to the Lord and striving with 
utmost reverence the pious soul developed exclusive devotion to the Lord, who is no other 
than Brahma (the Absolute). (10) 
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His mind having been transformed into pure Sattva (Sattva unmixed with Rajas and 
Tamas) through worship of the Lord, he attained wisdom, coupled with dispassion and 
sharpened by that devotion, which had been supplemented by constant and perfect 
remembrance of the same Lord; and through such wisdom he was able to tear off the veil 
of egotism (which conceals the true nature of the Jiva), the origin of all doubt (and 
misapprehension). (11) Having got rid of his self-identification with the body and realized 
the true nature of the Self, and freed of all cravings he gave up ( the pursuit of) even that 
wisdom by which he had been able to tear off the veil of egotism. For, so long as a striver 
does not take delight in the stories of Sri Krsna (who had Gada for His elder brother), he will 
not cease to be led astray by the (minor) achievements of Yoga (concentration of mind). (12) 
Having thus irrevocably fixed his mind on the Supreme Spirit and become one with the 
Infinite, that great hero cast off his body at the (proper) time. (13) Closely pressing the anus 


with his heels and slowly forcing up the breath (from the Muladhara or the mystical circle 
situated in the space between the generative organ and the anus), he held it (first) at the 
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navel and (then) at other places, such as the heart, the chest, the throat and the space 
between the eyebrows. (14) Directing the breath higher up by stages to the crown of the head 
and free from (all cravings), he merged the air of his body in the cosmic air, the solid part 
of the body in the earth, the fire in the cosmic fire, the appertures (in which the various senses 
are located) in ether and the liquid part of his body in water-—each in its own source. He 
(then) merged earth in water, water in fire, fire in the air, and the air in ether. (15-16) He 
(further) merged the mind in the senses (by which it is drawn in the life of varied experience) 
and the senses in the subtle elements from which they severally proceed; and carrying these 
(the above-mentioned ether as well as the senses and the mind as merged in the subtle 
elements) higher still (by the ego and withdrawing them into the same), merged them along 
with the ego in the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence). (17) He merged the 
Mahat-tattva (the ground of all its evolutes) in the Jiva (the embodied soul), conditioned by 
Maya; and established in his true Self (Brahma), by force of wisdom and dispassion the 
mighty Prthu, who was till now a Jiva conditioned by Maya, cast off the condition (of 
Jivahood) attaching to the Self. (18) 
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The great queen Arci, his consort, had followed him to the forest, though (very) delicate 
and unfit even to tread on the rough soil with her feet. (19) Though exceedingly emaciated 
through devoted participation in the austerities (reposing on the bare ground and so on) and 
sacred duties of her husband, her (personal) services to the latter and by nourishing her body 
with the food (bulbs, roots and fruits etc.) taken by Rsis (hermits), she did not feel miserable 
(all the same), gratified as she was by the touch of the hand of her beloved spouse and the 
attention received from him. (20) Finding the body of the sovereign of the entire globe and 
her own beloved lord bereft of consciousness and all other signs (of life), that virtuous lady 
wept for a while and then placed it on a pyre on the ridge of the hill. (21) Having performed 
the rites (Suited to the occasion), she bathed in the waters of a stream; and after offering 
water (through her hollowed palms) to (the spirit of) her husband, who had performed noble 
deeds, and bowing to the divinities who stood in the heavens (witnessing the scene from their 
aerial cars), she thrice went round the (funeral) fire clockwise (as a mark of respect to her 
departed husband) and entered into it, contemplating on the feet of her lord. (22) Seeing the 
pious lady follow her husband, Prthu, the foremostamong heroes, goddesses and gods, 
capable of conferring boons (on their votaries) applauded her in their thousands. (23) 
Raining down flowers on that peak of Mount Mandara, they spoke to one another (as follows) 
in the midst of a flourish of celestial trumpets. (24) 
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The goddesses said : Oh, blessed is this wife, who thus waited upon her husband 
(Prthu), the king of kings, with all her being even as Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity), the Consort of Bhagavan Visnu, waits upon Him, the Lord of sacrifices. (25) 
Following her husband, the son of Vena, that virtuous lady will surely ascend to Vaikuntha. 
See how by virtue of her remarkable deed, which cannot easily be conceived of, she is 
passing beyond us (the heavenly region) ! (26) What other position could be beyond the 
reach of those mortals who, though their span of life on this earth is so uncertain, attain 
spiritual wisdom, which indeed leads to God-Realization ? (27) Alas ! he has been (badly) 
deceived and is proving his own enemy, who, having attained with great difficulty the 
human state, capable of yielding (the fruit of) liberation, becomes a slave to the pleasures 


of sense. (28) 
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Maitreya went on: While the wives of the gods were (thus) praising her, Arci (the consort 

of Prthu) reached the abode of her lord—the realm to which Vena's son, the foremost 
among the knowers of the Self, who had his mind (ever) fixed on the immortal Lord Visnu, 
had attained. (29) Such was the glory of the most powerful king Prthu. | have (thus) told you 
the story of that king of remarkable deeds. (30) Whoever reads with reverence and 
concentration of mind this story, yielding extraordinary merit, listens to it or narrates it bids 
fair to attain to the (exalted) state of Prthu (viz., the divine abode of Lord Visnu). (31) A 
Brahmana (one belonging to the priestly class), reading it, should attain pre-eminence in 
sacred knowledge, a Ksatriya (a member of the warrior class) should become the ruler of 
the (whole) world; a VaiSya should become a chief of his clan and a Sidra (one belonging 


to the artisan and labouring classes) should (by listening to it) acquire pre-eminence (among 
his own class).(32) A man ora woman thrice listening to it with reverence is blessed with best 
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children, if issueless and becomes the wealthiest if destitute. (33) An obscure person attains 
good reputation and a dunce turns out to be a learned man. It is a source of good fortune 
to men and wards off inauspiciousness. (34) Besides bringing wealth, reputation, longevity 
and heavenly bliss, it wipes out the impurities of the Kali age. By those who are particularly 
keen to acquire religious merit, wealth, enjoymentand liberation, the story should be listened 
to with reverence, being the best means of achieving these four (purposes of life). (35) The 
kings against whom a monarch, out to conquer (lands), marches after listening to this 
narrative bring tributes before him even as they did before Prthu. (36) Free from attachment 
to everything else and cherishing unalloyed devotion to the Lord, one should listen to, narrate 
or read the sacred story of Prthu (the son of Vena). (37) | have told you, O Vidura (son of 
Vicitravirya), this narrative revealing the Lord's glory. Aman fixing his thought thereon should 
attain to the goal reached by Prthu. (38) A man who, devoid of all attachment, daily listens 
to or narrates with reverence this story of Prthu develops unflinching devotion to the Lord, 
whose feet serve as a bark to take one across the ocean of mundane existence. (39) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse in Book Four of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIV 


The hymn sung by Lord Siva (and taught to the Pracetas) 
a7 Sara 
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Maitreya began again : (Now) Prthu's son, VijitaSwa of great renown, became the 
emperor. Full of fraternal love, he gave to his younger brothers a quarter each of the earth's 
surface (to rule over).(1) To Haryaksa, the emperor assigned the eastern quarter; to 
Dhumrake§a, the southern; to the one known as Vrka, the western, and the fourth (viz., the 
northern) to Dravina. (2) Having acquired from Indra (the lord of paradise) the secret of 
invisibility, he earned the surname of Antardhana. Through (his wife) Sikhandini he begot 
three sons, who were highly esteemed (by all). (3) Pavaka, Pavamana and Suci (by name), 
they were fire-gods (bearing the same names) formerly (in their previous incarnation), born 
(as human beings) under the curse of the sage Vasistha, they (eventually) attained once 
more to the glorious state of fire-gods by practising Yoga. (4) 
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Antardhana, who (it will be remembered) had refused to strike Indra, even though he had 
come to know that Indra had stolen (his father's) horse (vide IV. xix. 20), got (a fourth son) 
Havirdhana (by name) by (his other wife) Nabhaswati. (5) Under the pretext of (participating 
in) a protracted sacrificial session he relinquished the kingly duties, regarding them as cruel 
in that they involved (the unpleasant task of) exacting tributes, inflicting punishment and 
levying taxes and so on. (6) Even though occupied with that sacrificial session, the king (who 
had realized the Self) adored the Supreme Spirit, who is perfect (in everyway) and ends the 
suffering of His votaries, and attained a residence in the same Heaven with the Lord by dint 
of thorough and uninterrupted concentration of mind. (7) 
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Through Havirdhana (Antardhana's son), O Vidura, Havirdhani (his wife) bore six sons— 
Barhisad, Gaya, Sukla, Krsna, Satya and Jitavrata (by name). (8) (Of these) the highly 
blessed Barhisad, the eldest son of Havirdhana, became the ruler. He was well-versed in 
the sections of the Veda dealing with the rituals, as well as in the methods of Yoga, O worthy 
scion of Kuru. (9) As a result of his performing sacrifices (one after another) close to the place 
enclosed for each foregoing sacrifice the entire land was covered with blades of Kuga grass 
with their pointed ends turned towards the east. (10) He married Satadruti, a daughter of the 
deity presiding over the ocean, recommended by Brahma (the god of gods), who was 
charming in every limb and was still very young, and for whom the fire-god (himself) 
conceived a passion the moment he saw her going round the fire during the nuptials, richly 
bedecked with ornaments, even as he did (on yet another occasion) for Suki (a princess of 
that name). (11) Nay, even (other) gods, demons, Gandharvas (celestial musicians), sages, 
Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystic powers from their very birth), human 
beings and Nagas in every quarter were captivated by the newly-married bride (as she 
walked) producing a tinkling sound with her anklets. (12) Ten sons were born to king 
Pracinabarhi (so-called because of his having covered the earth's surface with blades of 
KuSa grass with their pointed ends turned eastward—vide verse 10 above), through (his 
wife) Satadruti. They bore the common name of Praceta; their mode of life was the same and 
they were all fully conversant with the moral code. (13) Enjoined by their father to beget 
children, they entered a lake (almost as extensive as a sea) for austerities and, having duly 
controlled their mind, worshipped Sri Hari (the lord of austerities) through (their) asceticism 
for ten thousand years, contemplating on and adoring Him and muttering what had been 
imparted to them by Lord Siva, whom they had met on the way and who had showered His 


grace on them. (14-15) 
fag Sara 
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Vidura said : Pray, tell me, O holy sage, how came about the meeting of the Pracetas 
with Lord Siva on the way, and what significant precept Lord Hara (the Destroyer of the 
universe) was pleased to impart to them. (16) It is indeed difficult for mortals, O Brahmana 
sage, to get an opportunity to meet Lord Siva, on whom (even) sages have only been able 
to contemplate as the cherished object of their desire by shaking off all attachment. (17) 
Though revelling in the Self, Lord Bhava (the Source of all creation) goes about the world 
associated with His terrible (destructive) energy (in the person of Goddess Siva) for the 
maintenance of the world order. (18) 

Way Jara 
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Maitreya went on : Having received their father's command with bowed heads, the 
pious Pracetas set out in a westerly direction with their mind earnestly set on austerities. (19) 
(At some distance) they saw a very large lake almost as extensive as a sea and pellucid as 
the mind of an exalted soul, with the creatures inhabiting it (ever) cheerful. (20) A home of 
blue and red lilies, lotuses, Kahlaras (lilies blossoming at dusk) and blue lotuses, the lake 
resounded with the notes of swans, cranes, Cakravakas (ruddy geese) and Karandavas (a 
species of ducks). (21) Hemmed in by creepers and trees which were thiilled with joy (as it 
were) to hear the sweet humming of drunken bees, it presented a gala appearance due to 
the breeze scattering in all directions the pollen from the seed-vessel of (full-blown) 
lotuses.(22) The princes were wonder-struck to hear music which ravished the mind by its 
weird style and was preceded by the sound of clay and wooden tomtoms. (23) That very 
moment they were filled with curiosity to behold the dark-necked and three-eyed Lord Siva 
(the foremost of gods), refulgent like a mass of red-hot gold and inclined to shower His grace 
(on His votaries), issuing from the lake with His retinue, His glories being sung by 
Gandharvas and Kinnaras (attendants of the gods); and the princes bowed to Him. (24-25) 
The Lord, who relieves the agony of His suppliants and is a lover of righteousness, gladly 
spoke to the princes, who were not only well-versed in the moral code but (also) possessed 
a noble character and felt (much) delighted (at His sight). (26) 
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Sri Rudra said : You are the sons of king Vedisad (Barhisad); your intention (too) is 
known to Me. It is only to shower My grace on you, may all be well with you, that | have thus 
blessed you with My sight. (27) He is indeed (supremely) dear to Me, who has directly taken 
refuge in Lord Vasudeva, who is beyond both the Unmanifest, consisting of the three Gunas 
(Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), and the Spirit, known by the name of Jiva. (28) A man devoted 
to his own duty (prescribed in the Sastras) attains to the position of Brahma (the creator) after 
a hundred lives and realizes Me (only) if he has acquired still higher merit. A devotee of the 
Lord, on the other hand, ascends immediately after death to the (supreme) Abode of 
Bhagavan Visnu, which lies entirely beyond the realm of Matter and which Myself (as Rudra) 
and the (other) gods (holding some office in the cosmic order) shall reach (only) after the 
dissolution of our subtle body (at the expiry of our term of office). (29) Now you are (all) 
devotees of the Lord and as such are dear to Me as the Lord (Himself). And to the votaries 
of the Lord either, no one else is ever dearer than Myself. (30) (Now) distinctly hear this holy 
and supremely auspicious hymn, which is also conducive to final beatitude; | (hereby) impart 


it to you. (31) — 
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Maitreya resumed : With a heart full of compassion Lord Siva, who is ( ever) devoted 
to Bhagavan Narayana, spoke the following words to those princes, who stood with joined 


palms (before Him). (32) 
SRE FaraA 
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Sri Rudra said : “Your glory tends to the blessedness (unfoldment of the blissful nature) 
of the foremost among the knowers of the Self; may it conduce to My blessedness as well. 
You ever exist as the supremely Blissful; hail to You, the (supreme) Spirit, who have 
assumed all forms. (33) Obeisance to Him who has a lotus (constituting the universe) sprung 
from His navel, the Controller of the subtle elements and the senses, to Vasudeva (the first 
and foremost of the four Vyuhas or manifestations of the Lord, the one presiding over the 
Citta or reason), who is (ever) tranquil, immutable and self-luminous. (34) Salutations to 
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Sankarsana (the second of the four Vythas, that presides over the ego), who is unmanifest 
and infinite and destroys the universe (by the fire issuing from His mouth at the time of 
universal dissolution), and to Pradyumna (the third Vytha), from whom comes the highest 
knowledge of the world and who presides over the intellect or understanding. (35) Hail, hail 
to Aniruddha (the fourth manifestation), presiding over the mind, which is the controller of 
the sense. Obeisance to You as the sun-god, who pervades the universe by His effulgence 
and is devoid of growth and decay. (36) Salutations to Him who is the door to heaven and 
final beatitude and who constantly dwells in a pure heart. Hail to the Fire-god (who has 
effulgence for his energy), through whom are accomplished sacrifices performed with the 
help of four priests (viz., Hota, Adhwaryu, Udgata and Brahma) and who makes for the 
continuance of sacrifices. (37) Obeisance to Sri Hari (the Lord of the three Vedas), who as 
the moon-god (the seed of Yajfia) serves as the food of both the manes and the gods, and 

salutations (again) to the Lord who in the form of water gratifies (all) embodied beings. (38) 
Salutations to You, who appear as the bodies of all living beings as well as the Cosmic Body 
and take the form of earth. Hail to You, who (as the wind-god) sustain all the three worlds 
and are endowed with the strength of mind, senses and body. (39) Obeisance to the Lord, 
who as ether supplies a clue to (the existence of) objects (through its attribute, sound) and 
provides a basis for the conception of inside and outside. Salutations to Him in the form of 
that (well-known) sacred sphere of great splendour (known by the name of heaven). (40) Hail 
to You in the form of worldly activity and activity carried on in retirement—leading severally 
to (the attainment of) the world of the manes and the region of the gods—and also in the 
form of death which is the fruit of unrighteousness and causes pain. (41) Obeisance to You, 
O Lord, who yield the fruit of all actions and are omniscient (or revealed in the form of 
Mantras). Salutations to You in the form of Sri Krsna, who is supreme virtue personified and 
is possessed of unobstructed wisdom, nay, who is the most ancient Person, the Lord of both 
Sankhya (the path of Knowledge) and Yoga (the path of Action). (42) Hail to You, who as 
Rudra (the god of destruction) preside over the ego and are endowed with the three 
potencies (in the form or doership, instrumentality and activity). Obeisance to You, who (as 
Brahma, the creator) are knowledge and activity personified, and from whom proceeds the 
vast wealth of speech. (43) 
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"Pray, bless us—who are keen to behold You—with Your sight, which is held in such 
great esteem by Your devotees. Be pleased to reveal to us Your beautiful form, the most 
beloved of Your votaries, which delights all the senses by its (numerous) excellences. (44) 
lt is cerulean as a charming rain-cloud and the conglomeration of all elegance. It has four 
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long-graceful arms and a winsome countenance perfect in every detail. (45) It has eyes 
resembling the petals in the heart of a lotus, captivating eyebrows anda shapely nose, lovely 
teeth, ravishing cheeks and mouth, and ears exactly corresponding with each other and 
serving as ornaments. (46) With the outer corners of its eyes smiling as it were with 
affection. Your form is decked with (flowing) tresses, is covered by a shining fine cloth— 
yellow as the filaments of a lotus—and is adorned with a pair of polished ear-rings. (47) It 
is (further) graced with a brilliant diadem, bracelets, a pearl necklace, anklets and girdle; and 
its glory is heightened by a conch, a discus, a mace, a lotus, a garland (of sylvan flowers) 
and gems (of various kinds). (48) It carries about its shoulders, resembling those of a lion, 
the lustre of the ear-rings and necklace etc., the Kaustubha gem lending charm to its neck; 
and the form is brightened by the bosom, which outshines the touchstone (bearing a streak 
of gold on it) by Goddess Sri, ever abiding thereon (in the form of a golden streak). (49) Its 
belly, resembling the leaf (of the Indian fig tree in shape), looks (very) attractive with its (three) 
folds, which are shaking with the (alternate) inhalation and exhalation of air. By its deep 
navel, spiral in shape like whirlpool, it is inviting the universe (as it were) to return (to its 
source, the belly). (50) The fine (yellow) loin-cloth and the girdle of gold shine all the more 
brightly (by contrast) on the swarthy hips. (Again) the form looks (very) comely by its (pairs 
of) beautiful feet, shanks, things and depressed knees, each pair matching perfectly. (51) 
With Your feet shining as the petals of an autumnal lotus and driving away the darkness of 
our heart by the splendours of their nails, pray, reveal to us that form as Your very essence, 
that has dispelled the fear (of Your devotees), O Preceptor (of the universe), since You are 
the guide of souls wallowing in ignorance. (52) 
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"This form (of Yours) is worthy of being constantly meditated upon by those who seek 
the purification of their mind; for it is the practice of its adoration which brings fearlessness 
(in the form of final beatitude) to those who perform their own (allotted) duty (as a stepping- 
stone to Devotion). (53) Sought after even by Brahma (who rules over heaven) and the 
(ultimate) goal of those who are exclusively devoted to Self-Realization, You are attainable 
(only) by him who is full of devotion, and are difficult of access to all (other) mortals. (54) 
Having propitiated through exclusive Devotion—hardly attainable even by the virtuous— 
You, who cannot be easily propitiated (by any other means), who will seek anything other 
than the soles of Your feet ? (55) Though destroying the universe even with his brows 
contracted as a token of his majesty and energy, Death does not recognize the soul who has 
taken shelter under those feet as subject to his authority. (56) | am not prepared to equate 
(the enjoyments of) heaven nor even final beatitude (immunity from rebirth)—much less the 
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blessings sought for by mortals—with the fellowship, enjoyed even for half a moment, of 
those who have developed an attachment for the Lord. (57) May we enjoy the (blessed) 
company of those whose sins have been washed away by immersing their soul in (the stream 
of) Your glories and their body in (the holy waters of) the Ganga flowing from Your feet— 
which absolve one of all sins—nay, who are imbued with compassion for all creatures and 
are possessed of a mind free from likes and dislikes and endowed with virtues (such as 
straightforwardness and so on) ! Let this be Your boon to us. (58) The contemplative soul 
whose mindis neither distracted by external objects nor loses itself in a spell of drowsiness 
(during meditation) exceedingly pure and blessed as it is by the loving devotion of such 
devotees, easily and surely succeeds in realizing Yours true nature at this stage. (59) You 
are the same Brahma (Infinite) in whom is manifested this universe and who shines through 
the universe, nay, who is supreme effulgence and is all-pervading like ether. (60) 
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"O Lord, we know You to be absolute—You, who evolve this (universe), sustain it and 
again dissolve it, as though it were real, Yourself remaining unchanged, through (the 
instrumentality of) Your Maya (deluding potency), that assumes multitudinous forms and 
gives rise to the notion of difference; yet which is powerless against You. (61) They alone 
are well-versed in the Vedas and the Tantras (the scriptures dealing with the worship of the 
various deities and revealed by Lord Siva to His Divine Consort, Goddess Parvati), who, 
devoted as they are to the path of Action and imbued with faith, duly adore, for (the attainment 
of) perfection (in the form of Self-Realization or final beatitude) through a network of rituals, 
this very (embodied) form of Yours, which is hinted at by the five (gross) elements, the 
Indriyas (the senses of perception, as well as the organs of action) and the mind (as their 
Ruler).(62) You are the one primeval Person, whose energy (in the form of Maya) lies 
dormant (before creation). It is by the said Maya that Sattva, Rajas and Tamas (the three 
modes of Prakrti) get differentiated and it is from the same Maya that this universe— 
consisting of Mahat-Tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), the ego, ether, the air, fire, 
water and earth, the gods and the Rsis (seers) and the multitudes of living beings—springs 
up. (63) By a part of Your being You have entered the body, which is of four kinds (viz.,sweat- 
born, oviparous, viviparous and sprouting from the soil), and has been brought forth by Your 
own Energy (Maya). It is therefore that they call that ray of your being, residing in the body, 
as the Purusa or Jiva, which (wrapped in ignorance) enjoys through the (various) senses the 
trivial pleasures of sense like the honey collected (and enjoyed) by bees. (64) 
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"Your true nature can (only) be inferred (and not directly perceived). Possessed of most 
tremendous velocity and irresistible like a hurricane, it is You who destroy the (various) 
worlds, sweeping off the various creatures by the creatures (themselves) even as the wind 
sweeps off the clouds. (65) Alert as the serpent that grabs a rat, licking the ends of its lips 
through hunger, You as Death suddenly overtake the Jiva (an embodied soul) who is utterly 
careless (about his goal), engrossed as he is in the thought of his (worldly) projects, and, 
being totally given up to the pleasures of sense, is seized with inordinate greed. (66) What 
wise man, who regards his body (life) as wearing away (in vain) through neglect of You, 
would abandon Your lotus-feet, which our ancestor (Brahma) has adored through fear of 
bondage in the shape of worldly existence, and which the fourteen Manus (from Swayambhuva 
onwards) have worshipped without reasoning (with unquestioning faith). (67) The (whole) 
universe is (almost) dead through fear of Lord Rudra (the god of destruction). Therefore, to 
us, who know this, O all-pervading Supreme Spirit, You are the (only) fearless resort.” (68) 
Go on repeating this hymn with the purest of motives, O princes, (duly) discharging your 
sacred duties with your mind set on the Lord; this will do you good. (69) Worship Sri Hari 
alone—the (supreme) Spirit dwelling in your heart and (equally) present in all creatures— 
extolling and meditating on Him again and again : (70) Having received this hymn called 
YogadeSa as imparted by Me and retaining it (in your memory), repeat it reverently all of 
You with a concentrated mind, observing the vow of hermits. (71) Intent on multiplying 
his progeny, it was the glorious Brahma (the lord of progenitors of the universe) who taught 
it at the dawn of creation to us, his (mind-born) sons, Bhrgu and others, all of whom were 
(equally) keen to push on (the work of) creation. (72) Enjoined to proceed with the task of 
procreation, we lords of created beings all evolved various species of living beings, having 
got rid of ignorance through this very hymn. (73) Even now aman devoted to Lord Vasudeva, 
and ever repeating it with an attentive and absorbed mind, attains blessedness before 
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long.(74) Of all the blessings here spiritual enlightenment leading to final beatitude is the 
highest. He who sails in the bark of wisdom easily crosses the ocean of misery (in the 
shape of metempsychosis), so difficult to cross. (75) Imbued with reverence, he who dwells 
upon this hymn in praise of the Lord, sung by me, will be able to propitiate Sri Hari, (otherwise) 
so difficult to please. (76) Aman whois steady of mind obtains whatever he desires from that 
Lord, the sole repository of (all) blessings, when He is celebrated through this hymn sung 
by Me andis highly pleased thereby. (77) Rising before daybreak and full of faith, any mortal 
who listens to or recites it (to others) with joined palms is freed from all shackles of 
Karma.(78) Repeating with a concentrated mind this hymn in praise of the supreme Purusa, 
the Oversoul, sung by Me, O princes, practise austerities; thereby you will attain in the long 
run the object sought for (by you). (79) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse entitled "The hymn sung by Lord Rudra", 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


3Iy Usfaanseare: 


Discourse XXV 
Introductory part of the parable of Purafijana 
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Maitreya continued : Having thus instructed the Pracetas (the sons of Barhisad), and 
duly worshipped by them, Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) disappeared on that very 
spot, while the princes stood gazing. (1) Repeating the hymn of praise to the Lord, sung by 
Sri Rudra (the god of destruction), all the Pracetas practised austerities for a myriad years; 
standing in water. (2) (In the meantime) O Vidura, the sage Narada, a knower of the truth 
of the Spirit and compassionate by nature, admonished (their father) Pracinabarhi, whose 
mind was attached to rituals, (as follows). (3) "What good, O king, do you seek for yourself 


through rituals? (True) welfare lies in the cessation of sorrow and the attainment of 
happiness, and such welfare is not expected from them." (4) 
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The king (Pracinabarhi) replied : | know not the supreme good, O blessed one, my 
mind being distracted by (the thought of) rituals. (Therefore) pray, impart to me that pure 
wisdom whereby | may be freed from (the shackles of) Karma. (5) Sticking to the life of a 
householder—where one performs actions prompted by interested motives—and regarding 
sons, wife and riches as the (only) object of human pursuit, an ignorant man fails to attain 
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the highest good, and wanders in the path-ways leading to transmigration. (6) 
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Narada said : O ruler of men, O king, behold the multitudes of creatures slaughtered by 
you in thousands as animals for sacrifice, merciless that you are. (7) Retaining the memory 
of your cruelty, they eagerly wait for you, their anger having been roused (by the recollection), 
and will tear you with their horns, made of steel, when you have departed to the other 
world.(8) In this connection | will narrate to you the following old legend. Hear from me as 
I tell you the story of Purafijana. (9) O king, there was a monarch of wide renown, Purafijana 
by name. He had a friend named Avijfiata (unknown), so-called because his activities were 
unknown.(10) Searching for an abode, the king ranged over the (entire) globe. When 
(however) he did not find a suitable place, he felt dejected as it were. (11) Seeking after 
pleasures, he rejected as many cities as there existed on the earth's surface, holding them 
unfit to yield such enjoyments. (12) 
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One day he saw on the southern ridges of the Himalayan range (in the land of 
Bharatavarsa) a city provided with nine gates and exhibiting all the marks (of a good 
city).(13) Surrounded by a defensive wall, groves, watch-towers and moats, eye-holes and 
arched gateways, it was dense on all sides with houses having turrets of gold, silver and 
steel. (14) The floor of its mansions being paved with sapphires, crystals, cat's-eye gems, 
pearls, emeralds and rubies, the city was radiant with splendour as Bhogavati (the city of the 
Nagas in the subterranean regions). (15) It was provided with assembly halls, cross roads 
and highways, gambling-houses, bazaars and rest-houses, banners waving from flag-staffs 
and terraces built of coral. (16) 
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Now, there was a park in the outskirts of the city, which was full of celestial trees and 
creepers and spotted with lakes echoing the noise of warbling birds and humming 
bees.(17) The margin of its lotus ponds was enriched with trees whose boughs and 
young leaves waved gently in the breeze blowing from flower-beds and charged with the 
spray from cool cascades. (18) There was no molestation caused in that park by the 
various species of wild animals, that were (all) wedded to non-violence like hermits. The 

passer-by thought himself invited to that place by the notes of (its) cuckoos. (19) 
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In that garden he beheld a most charming damsel—who had arrived (there) by chance— 
coming with ten attendants, each of whom was the spouse of a hundred wives. (20) She was 
guarded on all sides by a five-hooded serpent, that was a bodyguard to her. Sixteen years 
of age and capable of assuming any form at will, she was out in quest of a husband. (21) The 
girl had a shapely nose, beautiful teeth, lovely cheeks and a charming countenance, and 
bore in her symmetrical ears the splendour of (brilliant) ear-rings. (22) Clad in a tawny skirt 
and adorned with a girdle of gold, that lady with well-formed hips and swarthy of complexion 
looked like a goddess as she walked with her feet making a tinkling sound by their 
anklets.(23) Moving with the (stately) gait of an elephant, she covered (every now and then) 
with the end of her garment out of modesty her close-knit, symmetrical and spherical breasts, 
which bespoke the advent of youth. (24) 
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Pierced by (the arrow of) her affectionate sidelong glances, with the outer corner of her 
eyes serving as its shaft and her eyebrows, dancing for love, as the bow, the gallant youth 
(Purafijana) spoke in a winning tone to the girl, who looked (all the more) charming with her 
bashful smiles :—(25) "Who are you, O pretty damsel with eyes resembling the petals of a 
lotus? Whose daughter are you and whence are you here, O noble girl ? Tell me, O timid one, 
what you intend to do in the outskirts of this city. (26) Who are these ten attendants of yours, 
led by that great warrior, who makes the eleventh ? Again, who are these young women, O 
beautiful lady; and what about this serpent going before you ? (27) Are you Hri (the goddess 
presiding over the virtue of bashfulness) or Parvati (the divine Consort of Lord Siva) or Vak 
(the goddess presiding over speech) or Rama (Goddess Laksmi) living in seclusion like a 
hermitess in this forest in search of your lord, who has (| am sure) realized all his ambitions 
by merely craving for your feet ? (If you are none else than Goddess Rama) where has the 
lotus bud (Your invariable companion and distinguishing mark) dropped from the tips of your 
fingers ? (28) (No,) you are none of these (aforesaid), O damsel with well-formed thighs, 
since you touch the ground (with your feet). (Therefore), be pleased to grace this city with 
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myself, an eminent hero of extraordinary prowess, even as Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity) adorns the transcendental realm (of Vaikuntha) with (Her Consort) Lord Visnu 
(the Soul of sacrifices). (29) Instigated by you through (the movements of) your playful 
eyebrows conspiring with your bashful and loving smiles, the all-powerful Love is harassing 
me, whose mind has been distracted by your side-long glances ! Therefore, (pray,) show 
your grace to me, O beautiful one ! (30) (Just) raise and show me your sweet-tongued 
countenance—with its charming eyebrows and eyes possessed of lovely pupils—which is 
screened by dark tresses hanging low, and not facing me through bashfulness, O damsel 
with bright smiles !" (31) 
ARE SATA 


sa Ged ant aremneittad| seared a ah geet dk cts sei 
a fare aa weit | gerist) snes orente at am a aa 33! 
Fa ween fae a aa: aaa fin gk gt aunnean: 13x! 
wt ware: wet 8 ao ads ame) gam af ant anisd wea gi 4 
feaissieisia ae a ora rae | sehen | aiase are 135 | 
et wate gi sage? fast wea jem: arin ad aa: 1301 
e 2 set we ategratee aeenenieansentse TAL 1321 
anf garelarat a saMsgd ae: | ten fasten fro ama tater fae: 13¢ | 
faqeatinat = yaa =e Bet aha aot wasferq aa: Ivo! 
ar Te aR fred aad feet a guia fret ord atest avast waive 
wer wae Ya afin: fee 4 aetesirierge | 
asters WUitgateranacstaat TATE, 1S? | 


Narada continued : Enamoured of the heroic Purafijana, who thus courted her like one 
who had lost one's patience, the girl smilingly greeted him (in the following words), O valiant 
monarch ! (32) "We are not fully aware of our own progenitor, O ornament among men, nor 
do we know the progenitor of anyone else (yourself), who is responsible for the family name 
no less than for the name of the progeny. (33) We only know our being present here today, 
(and) nothing beyond that. Nor do we know him who built this city for our abode, O brave 
one ! (34) These men and women are my male and female companions, O courteous one! 
When | am asleep, this serpent keeps awake, guarding the city. (35) Thank heaven, you 
have come; may all be well with you ! With the help of my kinsfolk | shall secure for you (all) 
the sensuous pleasures you long to obtain, O vanquisher of foes ! (36) Occupy you this city 
with nine gates, O lord, enjoying fora hundred years the sensuous pleasures made available 
by me. (37) Whom else save you should | delight—him who is ignorant of enjoyment, unwise, 
unmindful of the future life and heedless about his duty for the morrow—a mere brute? (38) 
It is here (in the life of a householder) indeed that one attains religious merit, worldly riches 
and sense-gratification, the joy of having a son, the privilege of eating the leavings of a 
sacrifice (which confer immortality on the eater) and fame as well as worlds that are free from 
misery and sin (and are attainable through sacrifices), all of which are unknown to 
recluses.(39) The wise declare the life of a householder as the asylum affording protection 
in this world to the manes, gods, Rsis, human beings and other living beings, as well as to 
the householder himself. (40) What woman of my category, O brave one, would not accept 
for her husband a renowned, generous, charming and beloved personality like you? (41) 
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What woman's mind on this earth would not cling to your arms, resembling the body of a 
serpent, O mighty-armed one? It is in order to wipe out the agony of helpless and forlorn 
creatures (like me) with your smiling glances imbued with compassion that you move about 
(in this world)." (42) 

IR SAT 


gf at aad aa wae and faa: iat fae ot wera ad Ger: 1x31 
saa wied aa aa a Was: | isa oftga: eiifegiettarfaerepet ive 
aan Fa em: Wee 2 asi gaara qt a: waa: ixul 
us se uit efeter aes ofa 2 amet a anne aa avid ive) 
waiisetet a smeneea fit fawisd saad aft avai quer: ive! 
aeat ated a smendea ita sayaeaemat fast af aemixc! 
qe Ae wee seaissweagedt i farat «oar «= Gereagfauonaa: xe! 
fier yet afar ee: 1 os cfaomeres soatfa arertaa: 1401 
qe gat ROR Oe eae aft era: 1421 
a ATA use geet aia Gem: ioe am feed atex aaraa: 1421 
Peaieaa use gear aia gra: 1 aed am fasd wera anfaa: 1431 
aeredist ont § Ratetereerast | sevaarafafenat aft waft a ex! 


Narada went on: Having thus signified on that spot their mutual agreement, the couple 
entered that city and rejoiced (there) for a hundred years. (43) Glorified everywhere in a 
sweet voice by panegyrists, Purafjana sported in the midst of damsels and entered a river 
during the hot weather (to refresh himself). (44) For the passage of whosoever was the ruler 
in the city to other territories seven (out of the nine) gates of that city had been constructed 
in the upper (elevated) part, and two in the lower. (45) (Again) five (of these) entrances 
opened towards the east, one towards the south, another towards the north and (the lower) 
two faced the west, | mention their names (to you,) O king ! (46) Two of the eastern gates, 
Khadyota and Avirmukhi (by name), had been built at the same place. Accompanied by (his 
friend) Dyuman, Purafjana travelled to the land of Vibhrajita through these two (en- 
trances).(47) Two more portals in the east, Nalini and Nalini (by name) had (also) been 
constructed abjacently. Accompanied by (another friend) AvadhGta, he sallied forth by them 
to the territory of Saurabha. (48) The fifth entrance, facing the east, was called Mukhya. 
Accompanied by (his two other friends) Rasajfa and Vipana, the ruler of the city went 
by this to the lands of Apana and Bahtdana. (49) Pitrha was (the name of) the gate in 
the south of the city. Accompanied (by his friend) Srutadhara, Purafijana went (thereby) to 
the kingdom of south of Paficala. (50) The entrance in the north of the city was called by the 
name of Devaha. Accompanied by (the same) Srutadhara, Purafijana went (by this) to the 
dominion of north Paficala. (51) Asuri was the name of the gate on the west. Accompanied 
by (his friend) Durmada, Purafijana proceeded by that to the territory of Gramaka. (52) The 
(other) entrance on the west was called Nirrti. Accompanied by (his friend) Lubdhaka, 
Purafjana moved (by that) to the country known by the name of VaiSasa. (53) Two of the 
city gates, Nirvak and PeSaskrt (by name), led to blind alleys. The lord of those endowed with 
vision, Purafjana went about and did (everything) with the help of these two. (54) 
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Whenever he went to the gynaeceum, accompanied by Visiicina (the principal waiter in 
the gynaeceum), he gave way to infatuation, complacence and joy induced by (the presence 
of) his wife and children. (55) Thus deeply attached to action and beguiled (by his wife), the 
foolish king (Purafijana), whose mind was given over to sense-gratification, did exactly what 
the queen did. (56) Now, on her drinking wine, he too drank wine and was overcome with 
intoxication; and now, on her dining, he (too) took his dinner and on her proceeding to eat 
something crisp, he too ate it along with her. (57) Sometimes, when she sang, he (too) sang 
andonother occasions, when she wept, he (too) wept. Again, on herlaughing, he (too) laughed 
and, on her prattling, he too prattled like her. (58) Now, when she ran, he (too) ran; (and) on 
her standing, he (too) likewise remained standing. On her going to bed he (too) similarly went 
to bed and now, on her sitting down, he (too) likewise sat down. (59) Sometimes, when 
she listened, he (too) listened and, on her seeing (something), he too saw the same thing. 
Again, on her proceeding to smell (something), he (too) smelt it and on some occasions, 
when she touched (anything), he (too) touched it. (60) Now, when his wife appeared 
sorrowful, he (too) became sorrowful after her like one afflicted. On her rejoicing he too 
similarly rejoiced and on her feeling happy he too (likewise) felt happy. (61) Thus deluded 
by the queen and having completely lost his nature, the foolish king (Purafjana) helplessly 
and involuntarily imitated (the doings of) his wife like a monkey kept for amusement. (62) 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth discourse forming part of the parable of Puranjana, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Narada resumed : Armed with a mighty bow, clad in his gold armour, equipped with his 
inexhaustible quiver and attended by his eleventh general, Purafijana one day mounted his 
car drawn by five horses and fit for swift marches, and proceeded to the forest called 
Paficaprastha. The car had a pair of shafts, two wheels, one axle-tree, three flag-staffs, five 
cords, a single rein, one charioteer, a seat (for the owner of the chariot), two (central) poles 
(to which the yoke is fixed), five recesses and sevenfold protection.It was capable of five 
kinds of motion and was provided with appurtenances of gold. (1—3) Leaving behind his 
wife, who (however ) did not deserve such (callous) treatment, the proud king, who was 
totally given up to the passion for game, set about hunting there, bow and arrow in hand. (4) 
Following the ways of the demons, he became hard-hearted and cruel and killed with his 
sharp arrows a number of wild animals in the woods. (5) The scriptures restrict the scope 
of hunting and lay down that a king (alone), if he is excessively fond (of hunting), may kill 
in the forest according to his needs (only) such animals as are fit for sacrifice (and that too) 
on sacred occasions (Sraddha etc.), recognized in the scriptures. (6) The wise man who 
performs his duties thus defined (in the Sastras) is not tainted by that action, O ruler of kings, 
thanks to the enlightenment that dawns on him (as a result of such actions). (7) Full of 
egotism, he who does his duties otherwise (in violation of the restrictions imposed by the 
scriptures) is bound (by such actions). Having fallen into (the whirlpool of) transmigration, 
and deprived of his judgment, he goes down in the scale of spiritual evolution. (8) 
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The slaughter of wild animals that had their bodies lacerated by his arrows decorated 
with variegated feathers and died with great pain was something hard to bear for those 
possessed of a tender heart. (9) While (engaged in) killing hares, boars, bisons, Gayals, 
black antelopes and porcupines, fit for sacrifice, and many other creatures, he felt (much) 
fatigued. (10) Exhausted with hunger and thirst, he desisted from the cruel act and returned 
home; and, when he had finished his bath and duly taken his meals, he lay down to rest and 
was (thus) relieved of his fatigue. (11) He graced his person with perfume, sandal paste and 
wreath of flowers etc., and, well adorned all over, (now) thought of his queen. (12) Sated with 
refreshments, delighted with perfume etc., and highly proud of his royal state, and his mind 


seized with passion, he missed his beautiful wife, who helped him in discharging the duties 
of a householder. (13) As if sad at heart, he enquired of the ladies of the gynaeceum, O king 
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Vedisat (Pracinabarhi) : “Is everything well with you and your mistress, O charming 
damsels? The household wealth in this house looks not so splendid as before at this 
moment. (How is it ?) What wise man would stay like a miserable creature in his house 
neglected as a chariot without wheels etc.., if there was no mother, or wife looking upon her 
husband as God (Himself) in that house. (14-15) Where is that lovely lady, who cheers me 
up when | am drowning in an ocean of misery, brightening my intellect at every step ?" (16) 


VAI HF: 
Tad a Weeaiorn agaaetai gee Praet Fai Wea wWAEL IRV! 
The ladies replied : O lord of men, we know not what your beloved wife is bent upon 
(doing). (Just) see her lying on the bare ground, O slayer of foes ! (17) 
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Narada went on: Purafijana, whose judgment had been shaken through attachment to 
his wife, was sorely perturbed to see her lying unkempt on the ground. (18) With an aching 
heart he tried to pacify her with soft words, but failed to perceive in (the behaviour of) his 
beloved queen any sign of anger prompted by love towards him. (19) The gallant youth then 


gradually began to cajole her, skilled as he was in (the art of) conciliation. He touched her 
feet and, having seated her in his lap and caressed her, spoke (as follows). (20) 


RAT SAT 
HH apart yer ayaa: Wi Parrearerapal Praneus 7 FHA 12k 
Uaisa vet yay osyunita: iat a ae ana sepa: 1221 
a a Wa de quaqniundiaraeneiaaacen | 
dereaiefieasaqad 4: SM yesta cafe ajar 1231 
aferes aque da dhofa disse warpercpatetare | 
wa a aavegied frereraa a yeaa caries! 
ami a a fafiedm afed feed sceesioofegeoder 
wea erate Yeu erat frat feraag_TTT 4 | 
wa wale ee: Fala Bi ws Wat Sea | 
al tat and paqneatiaaetaqad 7 wit Hel 121 
sf SerTad Fe URES Seat Sess eRe velaaseaa: 1261 
Purafijana said : Unlucky indeed are those servants whom, when they have committed 
some offence, their masters, O fair one, care not to punish by way of correction, recognizing 
them as subject to their control. (21) Punishment meted out to servants by their master is 
an act of supreme grace (on the latter's part). He who resents it is a fool in that he fails to 
recognize it as a friendly act, O lovely one.(22) Therefore, O proud lady with beautiful teeth 
and graceful eyebrows, reveal to us, who are yours, your face with a prominent nose and 
a sweet tongue, hanging under the weight of love and bashfuiness, charming with smiling 
glances and decked with dark bee-like tresses. (23) | shall (presently) inflict (suitable) 


punishment, O spouse of a warrior, on him who has wronged you, unless he belongs to the 
Brahmana race. | do not find him immune from fear, much less rejoicing, in all the three 
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worlds ( or even) beyond them, if he is other than a servant of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the 
demon Mura). (24) Never before did | see your face without its Tilaka (sacred mark on the 
forehead), dull, cheerless, frowning with anger, untrimmed and sullen, nor did | (ever) see 
even your lovely breasts soiled with tears of grief and your lips, ruddy as the ripe Bimba fruit, 
without their saffron-like hue. (25) Therefore, be gracious to me, your loved one, even though 
| have committed an offence against you in that | went out a hunting of my own will ( without 
taking your leave), seized with a passion for sport. What woman, longing for union, would 
not accept, for befitting services, her beloved one, who was (ever) under her sway and had 
been deprived of his patience by the vehemence of love ? (26) 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse forming part of the story of Purafijana, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXVII 
Raid of Candavega against the capital of Puranjana 
and the story of Kalakanya 
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Narada resumed : Having thus brought Purafijana completely under sway by her 
feminine graces, O great king, Puranijani (the wife of Purafjana) enjoyed life, bringing delight 
to her spouse.(1)King Purafijana, O Pracinabarhi, greeted her when she came up to him with 
a bright countenance, having washed herself well and fitted herself with auspicious 
decoration, and (fully) gratified (after a hearty and sumptuous dinner). (2) Embraced by her, 
he threw his arms about her neck; and, infatuated by her secret amatory counsel, he did not 
notice the rapid movement of time, which was difficult to master, knowing not whether it was 
day or night, his mind being completely possessed by (the charms of) that young woman.(3) 
Lying on a splendid couch with the arm of his queen serving as a pillow, the over-ambitious 
and valiant Purafijana, whose arrogance knew no bounds, accounted his wife the supreme 


object of his life; and, overpowered as he was with infatuation, he did not know what was his 
and what was alien (to him). (4) 
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_ While he thus tasted sensual delights with her, his mind (reason) clouded by passion, 
his youth passed away—half a second as it were, O king of kings ! (5) Emperor Purafijana 
begot through that Purafijani (as many as) eleven hundred sons and one hundred and ten 
daughters. These latter brought glory to their parents and were endowed with a noble 
character and virtues like generosity and so on. They became (collectively) known as 
Paurafijanis (daughters of Purafijana and Purafijani),O ruler of men. By the time (he begot 
all these) half his life was spent. (6-7) That ruler of Paficala duly united his sons, who 
propagated their ancestral line, with (worthy) brides and his daughters with suitable 
bridegrooms. (8) A hundred sons were born in due course to each of his sons. By these the 
race of Purafijana considerably grew in the land of the Paficalas. (9) Through a deep-seated 
feeling of mineness in respect of his sons and grandsons (the heirs of sons), houses, 
treasury and dependants (servants, ministers and so on), he got attached to the objects 
of sense more and more. (10) And, prompted by manifold desires, he worshipped, as you 
did, the gods and manes as well as the lords of ghosts through (a number of) horrible 
sacrifices involving animal-slaughter, after being (duly) consecrated for them. (11) While he 
thus remained unmindful of all that was conducive to his welfare, his mind being attached 
to his family, the period of senility stole upon him—a period (most) unwelcome to those who 
are fond of women. (12) 
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(Now) there is a chief of the Gandharvas, known by the name of Candavega, O king ! 

Three hundred and sixty strong Gandharvas (celestial musicians), forming his retinue, and 
Gandharva women, equally strong, half of them fair and others dark (of complexion), pairing 
with them, ravage by rotation a city which is well provided with all objects of enjoyment (even) 
when it was built. (13-14) When these attendants of Candavega commenced pillaging the 
capital of Purafijana, Prajagara (the serpent) offered resistance there. (15) For (full) hundred 
years that powerful guard of the city fought single-handed with those seven hundred and 
twenty (Gandharvas of both sexes). (16) When his relation (Prajagara) began to lose 
strength as a result of his combat with many, Purafjana felt (extremely) distressed with his 
(entire) dominion and city and kinsmen (too), and was filled with great anxiety. (17) Being 
the only drinker at his own capital in the kingdom of Paficala and thus receiving the tribute 
brought by his own retainers, that hen-pecked monarch knew nothing of (the impending) 
fear. (18) 
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There is a daughter of Kala (the Time-Spirit), who ranged over the three worlds, desirous 
of (securing) a husband. Nobody (however) would welcome her, O Pracinabarhi! (1 9) Due 
to her forbidding nature she became known in the world by the name of Durbhaga (an 
accursed woman). Accepted (once) by the royal sage Puru (the youngest son of Yayati) she 
conferred on him the boon of sovereignty, highly pleased (with him). (20) On a certain day, 
when | had (just) descended to the terrestrial globe from the realm of Brahma (the creator), 
she in the course of her peregrination (came and) wooed me, infatuated as she was with 
passion, even though she knew that | was vowed to perpetual celibacy. (21) Enraged at my 
refusal, she pronounced a formidable curse, saying : "Having turned a deaf ear to my 
advances, you shall never stay at one place (long), O sage !" (22) Her will (thus) crossed, 
the maid thereafter approached the lord of the Yavanas, Bhaya (Fear) by name, as 
instructed by me, and accepted him for her husband (with the following words) : "I court you, 
the foremost of the Yavanas, as my coveted husband, O gallant youth ! The hope centred 
by creatures (men) in you never goes in vain. (23-24) Both he who does not part with and 
he who refuses to accept that which offers itself as worth giving or taking—according to 
usage and (the injunctions of) the scriptures—are ignorant and perverse; the wise feel sorry 
for them. (25) Therefore, O blessed one, be gracious to me and accept me, who offer my 

hand to you. To compassionate the afflicted—that is the sacred duty of a man." (26) 
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Hearing the words addressed by the daughter of Kala, the lord of the Yavanas, who was 
eager to accomplish the secret mission of the gods (viz., to bring about the death of living 
beings), smilingly replied to her (as follows): (27) "With the help of my intuitive vision | have 
found out a husband for you. The world does not welcome you because you are inauspicious 
and despised. (28) (Now,) moving about imperceptibly, enjoy you the (whole) creation owing 
its existence to Karma (thus treating everyone of it as your husband). Sally forth with my 
army and you will bring about the destruction of (all) created beings. (29) Here is my brother, 
Prajwara (mortal fever), and be you sister to me. With you both and followed by a formidable 
army | shall range over this world unperceived. (30) 


Thus ends the twenty-seventh discourse forming part of the parable of Purafijana, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXVIII 
Purafjana is reborn as a woman and attains liberation through the 
teaching of his friend, Avijhata 
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Narada continued : Accompanied by Prajwara and the daughter of Kala; the hordes of 
the lord of the Yavanas, Bhaya by name, who were the agents of fate, O Barhisman, ranged 
over this globe.(1) On a certain day, O king, they besieged with (great) speed the capital of 
Purafijana, rich in (all) earthly enjoyments and guarded by the old serpent (Prajagara). (2) 
The daughter of Kala too took possession of the city of Purafijana by force. Overcome by 
her, any man would become powerless at once. (3) The Yavanas (the troops of Bhaya) 
entered the city, which was (thus) being forcibly enjoyed by her, through the (various) 
entrances on all sides and oppressed the entire population very much. (4) The city being thus 


tormented, Purafijana, who loved it as his own self, and who had a large family and was 
troubled with the feeling of mineness, fell a prey to manifold agonies. (5) 
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Embraced by that maid (the daughter of Kala) and divested of (his) glory, Purafijana felt 
(very) wretched, his mind being engrossed in the pleasures of sense. Nay, forcibly robbed 
of his power and affluence by the Gandharvas and the Yavanas, he lost his power of 
discrimination (too). (6) Seeing his city destroyed, his sons and grandsons, servants and 
ministers rebellious and disrespectful, his wife cold and indifferent, his body caught in the 
snares of that maid and the land of Paficala overrun by the enemy, he was plunged in 
anxiety which was hard to overcome, and found no remedy for it.(7-8) Miserably hankering 
after the objects of enjoyment, rendered insipid by that maid, and affectionately taking care 
of his progeny and wife, the king lost his spiritual moorings as well as the affection of his 
people and reluctantly proceeded to quit that city, which had (now) been taken possession 
of by the Gandharvas and Yavanas and devastated by the daughter of Kala. (9-10) (In the 
meantime) Prajwara, the elder brother of the lord of the Yavanas, who bore the name of 
Bhaya, made his appearance (there) and set fire to the entire city with intent to please his 
brother. (11) 
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When the city was in flames, Purafijana, the head of his family, suffered (untold) agony 
with the entire city, his own retinue, the mistress of the family and his sons and daughters. 
(12) When Prajagara's own abode was besieged by the Yavanas and the city was occupied 
by the daughter of Kala, the said guard of the city felt sorely distressed as he closed with 
Prajwara. (13) When he was unable to defend the city while on that post and found himself 
in great straits, he shook violently and sought to fly away therefrom evenas a serpent would 
try to escape from the hollow of a tree on fire. (14) With his limbs enfeebled, and himself 
deprived of his manliness by the Gandharvas, he actually wept when intercepted by his 
enemies, the Yavanas, O king ! (15) Purafijana (the master of his house), whose mind has 
been perverted by the thoughts of 'l' and 'mine' in respect of his (body and) house etc., felt 
(very) wretched when the hour of separation from his wife came, and (anxiously) thought of 
his daughters, sons and grandsons, daughters-in-law, sons-in-law and retainers, house, 
treasury and (other) belonging, whatever (still) remained his in name only. (16-1 7) (He said 
to himself,) "When! am gone to the other world, how should this widowed mother of the family 
eke out her existence, lamenting the lot of her children? (18) (Entirely) depending on me, she 
would not take her food until | had been fed nor would she bathe until | had taken my bath, 
(Nay,) she would get awfully frightened when | was angry and would hold her tongue out of 
fear when scolded by me. (19) She would admonish me when my judgement failed, and 
would grow emaciated through grief when | was away from home. (Now) will she be able to 
follow the way of the householders (when | am no longer with her), even though she is the 
mother of heroic sons? (Very likely she will not; rather she will try to follow me to the other 
world by ascending my pyre.) (20) And how will these helpless sons and daughters, who 
have no one else to depend upon, survive when | am gone? On the other hand, they will 
perish like the inmates of a broken vessel in mid ocean." (21) 
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While Purafijana was sorrowing thus with a feeble mind, even though he should not have 
done so, there came up the lord of the Yavanas, Bhaya by name, bent upon seizing him. (22) 
When he was being taken by the Yavanas to their own place, bound as a beast, his 
attendants (too) followed him, sorrowing in extreme perturbation. (23) When the serpent 
(too), that had been held up (till now by the Yavanas) deserted the city and came up (to his 
master), the city was completely destroyed after him and reduced to the elements. (24) 
(Even) while being forcibly dragged by the mighty Yavana, Purafjana failed to remember his 
old friend and companion (Avijfiata), seized as he was with infatuation. (25) The sacrificial 
animals that had been mercilessly slaughtered by him (now) chopped him with axes in anger, 
remembering that cruelty of his. (26) Steeped in ignorance, to which there was no limit or end, 
and having lost his memory, he suffered (untold) agony (in hell) for numberless years, his 
mind being perverted through attachment to his wife. (27) Mentally clinging to her alone 
(even at the last moment), he was then born as a most beautiful girl in the house of the (then) 
ruler of Vidarbha, a veritable lion among kings. (28) Malayadhwaja, a ruler of the Pandya 
kingdom, who had conquered (all) his enemies’ cities, married this princess of Vidarbha, who 
was offered as the prize of valour, after vanquishing all the other princes in battle. (29) 
Through her Malayadhwaja begota lovely daughter with dark eyes and seven younger sons, 
who became the seven rulers of the Dravida kingdom. (30) A hundred million sons were born 
to each one of these latter, by whose descendants the earth will be ruled over for a whole 
Manvantara and (even) beyond it. (31) Agastya married the first-born daughter (of 
Malayadhwaja), constant in virtue; of her was born the sage Drdhacyuta, who (in his turn) 
had a son, Idhmavaha by name. (32) 
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Having divided the earth among his (seven) sons, that royal sage, Malayadhwaja, betook 
himself to the Kulacala mountain, eager to worship Lord Sri Krsna. (33) Abandoning her 
house, sons and luxuries, the lovely eyed daughter of the king of Vidarbha followed the lord 
of the Pandyas, even as moonlight follows the moon. (34) (Three) rivers, Candravasa, 
Tamraparni, and Vatodaka by name, flow in that region. Cleansing the impurities of both his 
body and mind with their holy waters everyday, and subsisting on bulbs and seeds, roots and 
fruits, flowers and leaves, as well as on blades of grass and water, he practised austerities, 
which gradually emaciated his body. (35-36) He triumphed over pairs of opposites such as 
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heat and cold, storm and rain, hunger and thirst, the agreeable and the disagreeable, 
pleasure and pain, viewing all with the same eye. (37) With his latent desires eradicated 
through asceticism and worship, and having controlled his senses, breath and mind through 
the religious vows (of purity—both internal and external, muttering the divine name and 
sacred texts) etc., and the various forms of self-discipline (viz., non-violence, truthfulness 
etc.), he united (identified) his self with Brahma (the Infinite). (88) He sat motionless like a 
stump at one place for a hundred celestial years. (And) having found (supreme) delight in 
Lord Vasudeva, he ceased to be conscious of everything else. (39) With the light of pure 
wisdom imparted by the divine Sri Hari Himself as a preceptor, which shed lustre all round 
in his heart, O king he perceived the Self, who is the witness even of the activities of the mind, 
as illumining the body etc., and (therefore quite) distinct from them—even as a man sees 
himself apart from his severed head etc., in a dream—and verily grew indifferent to 
everything else. (40-41) He realized himself as one with the transcendent Brahma and the 
transcendent Brahma as identical with himself and (then), giving up even this conscious- 
ness, actually rose above (quitted) this world. (42) 
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Renouncing (all) sensuous enjoyments, the aforesaid Vaidarbhi (the daughter of the king 
of Vidarbha), who looked upon her husband as a veritable god, lovingly waited upon her 
spouse, Malayadhwaja, who was conscious of his paramount duty (viz., that of propitiating 
the Lord). (43) Clad in tatters, and emaciated through fasting and other vows, her hair stuck 
together in knots, she shone beside her husband like a subdued flame by the side of a 
flameless fire (live coals). (44) Going up to her most beloved spouse, who was seated in a 
steady posture even when he had expired, the lady waited upon him as before, little knowing 
that he was dead. (45) When (however) she did not feel any warmth in the feet of her husband 
while serving them, she was much perturbed at heart like a doe that had strayed away from 
its herd. (46) Lamenting her lot as she was now friendless and miserable, she felt greatly 
alarmed and wept loudly in that forest, bathing her breasts in tears. (47) "Arise, stand up, O 
royal sage ! Be pleased to protect this earth, girt by the ocean, (terribly) afraid as she is of 
robbers and renegade Ksatriyas." (48) Weeping and wailing thus, that young woman, who 
had followed her spouse to the forest, fell prostrate at her husband's feet and shed (profuse) 
tears. (49) Piling up a pyre of fuel, she laid the body of her husband (thereon) and, setting 
fire to it, made up her mind (proceeded) to follow him to the other world, weeping (all the 
time).(50) That very moment an old friend of hers, a Brahmana who had mastered his self 
(appeared there and), soothing her with sweet words of consolation, (thus) addressed the 
weeping woman, O king. (51) - 
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The Brahmana said : Who are you and whose daughter may you be? And who is the 
man lying (on the funeral pile), whose death you mourn ? Do you know me, your friend, with 
whom indeed you moved about of yore ? (52) Can you recall yourself as one who had a 
companion, Avijiata by name, O friend, leaving whom you went in search of an abode, 
addicted as you were to earthly enjoyments ? (53) Youand!, O noble one, were swans living 
on the bosom of the Manasa lake and remained there for thousands of years without any 
shelter. (54) Leaving me, O friend, you came down to the earth with your mind set on carnal 
pleasures; and in the course of your excursions you saw an abode erected by some woman, 
with five pleasure-gardens, nine entrances, one porter, three surrounding walls, six families 
of merchants and five market-places. It was built with five materials and had a woman for 
its mistress. (55-56) The objects of the five senses constituted its gardens and the nine 
appertures locating the Indriyas constituted its nine entrances, O king. Fire, water and earth 
served as its (three) surrounding walls; the mind and the five senses were its (six) merchant 
families. (57) The (five) organs of action constituted its market-place ; the (five) elements 
served as its undecaying materials. Dominated by the intellect, the man who entered this 
abode ceased to be self-conscious. (58) Overpowered there by (the wiles of) the woman 
(the mistress of the dwelling) and enjoying life with her, you forgot your divinity, heard of in 
the scriptures; and it is through her fellowship that you have been reduced to this most 
wretched state, O master of your self ! (59) 
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You are not the daughter of the king of Vidarbha nor is this hero your husband. Nor are 
you the spouse of Purafijani by whom you were held captive in the city of nine gates. (60) 
It is (nothing but) a piece of illusion created by me. under which you thought yourself 
(formerly) as a man and (now) regard yourself as a virtuous lady; (really speaking) you are 
neither. You and | are a pair of swans; ( just ) realize our true nature (going to be described 
hereafter). (61) | am you and you are no other (than me); mark you, you are just the same 
as |. The wise never perceive the least difference between us. (62) Just as a man sees 
himself (his image) differently in a mirror and in the pupil of another's eye, the difference 
between us two is of the same type. (63) 
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Admonished thus by the fellow-swan, the swan of the Manasa lake was (once more) 
established in his own self and regained his self-consciousness, which had been lost due 
to his having parted company with his friend. (64) O Pracinabarhi, | have imparted this 
Spiritual truth to you in an indirect manner: for the glorious Lord, the Maker of the universe, 
loves to remain incognito. (65) 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth discourse forming part of the parable of Purafijana, 
“in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa -Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIX 
The Dialogue between king Pracinabarhi and the sage Narada (continued) 
Waraneearey 
weet ase wearers sarees a at arated: | 2 | 

Pracinabarhi said : O divine Sage, we are unable to follow your teaching correctly. It 
is the wise alone who can rightly grasp it; not we, who are deluded by attachment to the 
rituals . (1) 
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Narada replied : One should understand Purafijana (lit., the maker of a city) to be the 
Jiva (an embodied soul), inasmuch as itis the Jiva that produces a stronghold for itself in the 
shape of a body with one, two, three, four or numerous feet or without any feet. (2) The friend 
of the Jiva referred to under the name of Avijfiata is (no other than) God, so-called because 
He is not fully known by the Jivas as having names, actions or attributes. (3) When the Jiva 
wished to enjoy all material objects, it thought the human body endowed with two hands 
and two feet and nine appertures as the best among all. (4) One should understand the 
young woman (Purafjani) to be (no other than) the (human) intellect, which gives rise to the 
notions of 'I' and ‘mine’. Identifying himself with it the Jiva in this body enjoys the (various) 
sense-objects thrqugh the senses. (5) The (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and 
the five organs of action), which bring about (all) knowledge and action, are the male 
companions (of Purajfijani); their activities are her female companions and the vital air with 
its fivefold activity is referred to as a (five-hooded) serpent. (6) One should understand 
Brhadbala (the eleventh mighty warrior waiting on Purafjani) to be (no other than) the mind, 
the ruler of both the types of Indriyas. The kingdom of Paficala represents the five sense- 
objects, in the midst of which stands the city with nine gates. (7) 
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nature) the Jiva is a (mere) witness. (17) 
ae wafeafera: §«=- dacerdionfa: | feeder ferqorean: UST: 1201 
Twankedisaat «= waitst | HaHa: | USeareisain: PAMTTRTH: 1281 
arpa at gagent senate | unetiaa: USeAfatteHe 120 | 


The body is the chariot having the senses of perception forits horses and coursing swiftly 

(on the face of it) like the year, though (really) motionless. The two varieties of Karma (good 
and evil actions) are its two wheels; the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) are its three 
flagstaffs and the five vital airs (Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana) are its five 
cords.(18) The mind is its (single) rein; the intellect, the charioteer; the heart, the seat (for 
the occupant of the chariot); the pairs of opposites ( just as joy and sorrow, honour and 
ignominy and so on), the poles (to which the yoke is fixed); the objects of the five senses, 
the recesses (into which the weapons are deposited); the seven constituent elements (viz., 
chyle, blood, flesh, fat, bone, marrow and semen) make the seven protective sheaths; and 
the five organs of action (the tongue, the hands and feet and the organs of copulation and 
defecation) are its five kinds of outward motion. (In this way) the Jiva runs after the mirage 
(of sense-gratification), followed by the ten Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the 
five organs of action) and the mind (the inner sense) as his army and unlawfully enjoying the 
five forms of sensuous pleasure, which have been figuratively spoken of as the slaughtering 
of animals. (19-20) 
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The year, which symbolizes the (passage of) time, is (referred to under the name of) 

Candavega (the chief of the Gandharvas); the days and nights (comprising the year) have 
been spoken of as the three hundred and sixty male and the same number of female 
Gandharvas, forming his retinue, who steal the life (of a human being) by rotation. (21) Old 
age is personified as the daughter of Kala (Time), whom the world does not welcome. Death 
in the person of the Yavana chief (Bhaya) accepted her as a sister for (help in) the destruction 
of the world. (22) Mental anguishes and physical disorders are the Yavanas, the mobilized 
troops (of the Yavana chief). And the fever of two kinds” is (personified as) Prajwara (the 
brother of the Yavana chief) who is described as having a swift career in tormenting living 
beings. (23) vo . 
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* Sitajwara (fever accompanied with fits of cold) and Dahajwara (inflammatory fever) are the two types of fever obviously 
referred to here. 
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Afflicted thus by manifold sufferings, brought about by divine agencies or other fellow- 
beings as well as those relating to one's own body or mind, and enveloped in ignorance, the 
Jiva dwells in the (human) body for a hundred years, bound by the sense of 'l' and ‘mine’. 
(Essentially) attributeless, the Jiva ascribes to itself the qualities of the vital airs, the Indriyas 
and the mind and remains contemplating on the trivial pleasures of sense and performing 
actions of various kinds (in order to secure them). (24-25) (Thus) not realizing the Lord, its 
supreme teacher and very self, when the Jiva, that is (really) self-seeing, gets attached to 
the modes of Prakrti, it identifies itself with those qualities and helplessly performs Sattvika, 
Rajasika and Tamasika actions and is born (in the various species of life) according to those 
actions. (26-27) Sometimes through Sattvika actions it attains to spheres abounding in light; 
now (through Rajasika pursuits) it goes to worlds which lead to suffering and involve exertion 
through action and now (through Tamasika actions) it is hurled into regions dense with 
darkness (ignorance) and sorrow. (28) The deluded Jiva is sometimes (born as) a male, now 
(as) a female, and now it is (born) without sex either as a god or as a human being or in the 
sub-human species, the birth being determined by its past actions and the mode of Prakrti 
(predominating in it at the time of death preceding that birth). (29) Just as a poor dog seized 
with hunger and wandering from door to door (in quest of food) receives (good beating with) 
a cudgel or cooked rice—whatever is ordained by fate—so does the Jiva whose heart is 
possessed by (the demon of) desire reaps a welcome or unwelcome destiny, ranging by 
paths high and low through the upper (celestial) or the lower (infernal) or the middle 
(terrestrial) regions. (30-31) 
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There is no (such thing as absolute) freedom for the Jiva from even one of the three types 
of sufferings, viz., those brought about by divine agencies, those inflicted by one's fellow- 
beings and those relating to one's own body or mind. Even if there is a remedy in particular 
cases, it only proves to be the precursor of another suffering. (32) Just as a man carrying 


a heavy load on his head may place it on one of his shoulders (in order to get relieved of the 
burden), so are all remedies. (The remedy, employed to counteract an evil, itself proves to 
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bea source of fresh trouble). (33) Even asa dream ina dreamconstitutes only achange from 
one dream experience to another, but does not bring about the cessation of the dream, so 
mere action (divorced from the realization of Truth) is no ultimate remedy for (the sufferings 
brought about by one's own) actions, both being conceived in ignorance, O pure-hearted 
monarch ! (34) Just as for a man roving about in the dream-world with the mind, which 
conditions his soul, there is no cessation of dream experiences, so also (the vicious circle 
of ) transmigration does not cease (for the man who is buried in the sleep of ignorance) even 
though the phenomena of the world have no reality. (35) Now freedom from ignorance— 
ignorance, which brings inits train a chain of evils in the form of transmigration to the eternally 
existent soul, is secured through supreme devotion to the Lord, the (supreme) Guru. (36) 
Contact firmly established with the Lord through Devotion will automatically induce aversion 
to the pleasures of sense and bring enlightenment. (37) That contact through Bhakti, 
depending as it does on the stories of the immortal Lord, becomes an accomplished fact 
before long, O royal sage, for him who devoutly listens to or reads such stories everyday.(38) 
In a place where there are pious and pure-hearted devotees whose mind is impatient to 
repeat and listen to the praises of the Lord, O king, there flow in all directions streams of pure 
nectar-like stories of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Madhu) recited by exalted souls. 
Hunger and thirst, fear, grief and infatuation never afflict those who drink in such stories with 
intent ears Knowing no satiation, O Pracinabarhi ! (39-40) Ever harassed by these natural 
enemies, people do not indeed take delight in the ocean of the nectarine stories of Sri 
Hari.(41) Brahma (the lord of all divinities presiding over procreation) himself, Lord Siva (who 
lives on Mount Kailasa), Swayambhuva Manu, Daksa and the other lords of creation, 
Sanaka and other sages vowed to perpetual celibacy and expositors of the Vedas—Marici, 
Atri, Angira, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Bhrgu, and Vasistha, including myself—all masters of 
speech—have not been able even to this day to behold the supreme Lord, the Seer (of all), 
in spite of our efforts to perceive Him through asceticism, worship and concentration of 
mind. (42—44) Moving about (freely) in the vast expanse of the Veda, the depth of which 
cannot be easily sounded, and worshipping the forms of Indra and other gods endowed with 
characteristics (such as the thunderbolt etc.) as indicated in the texts of the Vedas, we fail 
to know the Supreme. (45) When, contemplated upon in the heart, the Lord showers His 
grace on some particular individual, the devotee so blessed gives up his faith, however 
deep-rooted, in the worldly usage as well as in the Vedic rituals. (46) 
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Therefore, O Pracinabarhi, do not regard rituals as real—rituals which, though their 
accounts are alluring to hear, have no relation whatsoever with the (ultimate) Reality. They 
appear as real only through ignorance. (47) Men of impure (clouded) understanding, who 
speak of the Vedas as devoted to rituals, are not (really) conversant with the Vedas, 
inasmuch as they do not know the truth about the Spirit, that is their own essence and where 
dwells Lord Janardana—in other words, which is the same as Lord Janardana. (48) Having 
strewn the whole terrestrial globe with blades of Kuga grass, their ends turned towards the 
east, you have grown arrogant and proud of your extensive slaughter of animals. You know 
nothing about the ritual nor of whatis higher than that (viz., wisdom). That alone is (classed 
as) the ritual, which conduces to the pleasure of Sri Hari: (and) that alone is wisdom, which 
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leads to faith in Him. (49) Sri Hari is the Self as well as the lord of (all) embodied beings, 
and He is their independent Cause (too). The soles of His feet (alone) are their (true) 
asylum; for in them lies the safety of men in this world. (50) Indeed He is the most loved 
. one, nay, the (very) Self, from whom there is not the least fear. (And) as a matter of fact 
he(alone) is wise, who knows this (truth); (and) he who is wise is the (true) preceptor, nay 
Sri Hari (Himself). (51) 
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Narada continued : Thus (far) indeed has your question been answered, O jewel among 
men! Nowhear from me as] tell you a hidden truth which has been fully ascertained. (52) (Just) 
find (the identity of) the deer fondly consorting (with its female companion) in a garden of 
flowers grazing tiny blades of grass with its ears charmed by the sweet humming of swarms 
of bees, going about unmindful of the blood-thirsty wolves before it and pierced from behind 
by the shaft of a hunter. (53) 
[ seme: J 


PATA SO AO STH TIRE aTeatist Med 
Sediveanfe fafa faefiga cefafera cad seaiierranrtiqactt- 
THREES ATAU «| RT| aT eedIseTAA 
Seater rea Wey ers Ysa Wa Wega Sele: Ha Sas alae 
cafasata arene tar fraeed SBAeaTa ux | 

a 4 fees preaibereriscian frees ge must a fae | 
i oMeife geet fa HAT IGuI 


(The import of this is given below.) 

O king, you would do well to perceive yourself as one seeking after a dose of sense- 
delights such as the pleasures of taste and copulation—obtained as a result of actions done 
with an interested motive, and most insignificant like the odour of the honey in flowers—in 
a house full of women sharing the nature of blossoms (that fade too soon) ! Nay, pairing with 
women, you have given your mind to them, your ears completely lured by the exceedingly 
charming talks of beloved women and children, resembling the sweet humming of swarms 
of bees. You enjoy life at home setting no value on the moments of time culminating in days 
and nights that prey upon your life like a pack of wolves ahead of you; and here is Death, 
the hunter, stalking you and striking you with his veiled arrow from a distance an lo! your 
heart has been pierced with the same. (54) Thus pondering the career of the deer, restrain 
your mind within the four walls of your heart and (the outward flow of) the stream of your ear 
in the mind. Bid adieu to the life of a householder, where you (mostly) hear stories of 
unrighteous (libidinous) people; (try to) please the Lord (the shelter of all living beings) and 
gradually withdraw from everything else. (55) 
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King Pracinabarhi said : | have heard and pondered, O holy sage, on what you have 
said. (Surely) my preceptors (who instructed me in the rituals) are not aware of this: (for) had 
they known it, wherefore should they have failed to teach the same to me? (56) The great 
doubt raised in my mind by their words on this subject has been fully resolved (by you), O 
(worthy) Brahmana. Even sages are bewildered in a domain which is beyond the reach of 
the senses. (57) Leaving here the body by which the Jiva performs (certain) actions, he reaps 
the (good and evil) consequences (of those actions) ina future life through another body.(58) 
This doctrine of the knowers of Veda is heard of everywhere. (But how can this be ?) 
(Moreover) whatever action, recommended in the Vedas, is (actually) performed goes out 
of sight and is no longer visible. (How can a thing which has altogether disappeared yield 
good or evil consequences?) (59) 
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Narada replied : The Jiva itself experiences (the good and evil) consequences of its 
actions hereafter through the same subtle body, (mainly consisting of) the mind, by which 
he performs (those) actions and which continues uninterrupted (even in the lives to 
come).(60) Just as (in a dream) a man ceases to identify himself with this (physical body) — 
which remains lying asleep and breathing (as heretofore)—and experiences the fruit of his 
actions, which are stored in his mind (in the form of impressions), so does he reap the fruit 
of his actions done in a previous life through another body similar to this or belonging to a 
different species. (61) Whatever body the Jiva cleaves to with his mind, saying: “These (wife 
and children) are mine and this (body) is I", he (also) ascribes to himself the actions 
performed through that body, whence follows his rebirth. (62) Just as (the existence of) a 
(directing) mind is inferred from both the types of activities of the Indriyas (viz., perception 
of the objective world and reacting upon the same), so are the actions wrought through a 
previous body (and surviving in the form of impressions) inferred from the (diverse) 
propensities of the mind. (63) What has nowhere been experienced and is unseen and 
unheard of in this life is sometimes perceived with the mind in its actual form and character 
(in a dream or a reverie). (64) Therefore, O king, be positive in your mind that such an object 
was experienced in a previous life by that Jiva identified with a subtle body; for an object that 
has not been experienced (before) can never (even) flash on the mind. (65) 
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The very mind of a man, God bless you, reveals (the nature of) his former existences 
as well as the future ones in the case of the man who is going to be reborn and even so 
(indicates) the liberation of the man who is not going to be so reborn. (66) Sometimes (in a 
dream) a thing (altogether) unseen and unheard of in this world in relation to a particular 
place, time or action (such as a sprout of barley on a burning flame, the sun shining at dead 
of night or the flying of a creature living on dry land) is seen flashing on (one's) mind. How 
this happens should be inferred (from the attendant circumstances, e.g., a disturbed sleep) 
and does not disprove in any way the proposition enunciated in verse 65 above.(67) Such 
objects alone as are perceptible by the senses flash on the mind in groups in order of 
succession and disappear (when they have been enjoyed). (For) all embodied beings are 
(invariably) endowed with a mind (full of impressions of past experiences). (68) (As a rule, 
things appear before the mind only successively; but) on a mind established in the quality 
of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas and staying by the side (in the presence) of the Lord 
(during meditation) the whole of this universe flashes (simultaneously sometimes), being 
united as it were with the Lord, just as Rahu (which has been recognized as a planetin Hindu 
astronomy and is nothing but a mass of darkness) appears (before our eyes) in conjunction 
with the moon (during a lunar eclipse). (69) The feeling of 'I' and 'mine' (with regard to the 
physical body), inhering in the Jiva, does not cease so long as the subtle body—which has 
existed from time without beginning and which is a product of the three Gunas and a 
conglomerate of the intellect, the mind, the Indriyas, (the five senses of perception and the 
five organs of action) and the five subtle elements—persists. (70) During sleep, in the 
unconscious state and in agony as well as at the time of death and high fever the I- 
consciousness (though persisting) does not manifest itself due to the suspension of sense- 
activity. (71) The senses being not fully developed during gestation and infancy too, the 
conditioning ego appearing in the form of the ten Indriyas and the mind in a young man is 
not (distinctly) perceived in those periods any more than the orb of the moon on the last night 
of a lunar month. (72) Even though the world of senses does not (really) exist, (the cycle of) 
birth and death does not cease, for the Jiva who is (ever) engrossed in the thought of the 
pleasures of senses, any more than the reverses experienced in a dream (until one wakes 
up). (73) 
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In this way the subtle body, made up of the five suptle elements, and (further) developed 
into sixteen modifications (in the form of the five vital airs, the mind and the ten Indriyas), and 
which is a product of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), is spoken of as the Jiva 
when the same is endowed with consciousness. (74) It is through this (subtle body) that the 
Jiva assumes and casts off (physical) bodies and (again) it is through this that he 
experiences joy and sorrow, fear, pleasure and pain. (75) Justas acaterpillar does not leave 
its foothold (until it has caught at another) and leaves it (only) after it has firmly set its foot 
on another, the Jiva does not give up (its) identification with the previous body (the one he 
casts off) even while dying until it takes another body (earthly or aerial and so on) with the 
exhaustion of Karma (responsible for the existence of the previous body). itis the mind alone, 
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O ruler of men, that brings about the birth (and death) of living beings. (76-77) When a Jiva 
resorts to actions again and again, thinking of the pleasures enjoyed (by it) through the 
senses, it is bound by such actions of the body so long as they continue to be performed by 
it through ignorance. (78) Therefore, in order to get rid of this bondage, worship Sri Hari with 
all your being, looking on this universe as one with Him inasmuch as it proceeds from Him, 
Stays in Him and is (also) dissolved in Him. (79) 
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Maitreya continued : Having (thus) revealed the truth about the swans (in the shape of 
the soul and the Oversoul) and taking leave of king Pracinabarhi, the glorious Narada, the 
foremost among the devotees of the Lord, then proceeded to the abode of the Siddhas (a 
class of superhuman beings naturally endowed with mystic powers). (80) Leaving instruc- 
tions for his sons to take care of the people, the royal sage Pracinabarhi (too) retired to the 
hermitage of the sage Kapila (at the mouth of the Ganga) for practising asceticism. (81) 
Constantly and devoutly adoring the lotus-feet of Lord Govinda with aconcentrated mind and 
completely rid of attachment, the hero attained (after death) a form similar to the Lord's. (82) 
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He who reads (to others) and (even so) he who listens to this allegorical dissertation on 
the Spirit, delivered by the celestial sage (Narada), O pure-hearted Vidura, is rid once for all 
of his subtle body. (83) He who assimilates, as sung (by others), this self-purifying 
discourse—that issued from the lips of the sage Narada (the foremost of celestial seers) and 
sanctifies the whole world through the glory of Lord Visnu and which confers the highest 
reward (in the form of final beatitude)—is freed from all bondage and no longer revolves in 
(the whirligig of) metempsychosis. (84) Thus have | understood the meaning of this 
wonderful allegorical teaching on the subject of the Spirit. With the help of this the self- 
identification of a Jiva (embodied soul) with Buddhi (that has been depicted here as a 
woman) is eradicated and all doubts regarding life after death resolved. (85) 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth discourse entitled "The Dialogue between king Pracinabarhi 
and the sage Narada," forming part of the Dialogue between Vidura and Maitreya, 
in Book Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. ; 
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Discourse XXX 
Bhagavan Visnu confers a boon on the Pracetas, who then return to their 


city and marry the foster-daughter of the trees 
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Vidura said : What reward did the sons of Pracinabarhi, mentioned by you, get, O holy 
sage, by propitiating Sri Hari through (the repetition of) the hymn sung by Sri Rudra ? (1) 
Having accidentally met with (secured the presence of) Lord Siva (who lives on Mount 
Kailasa), | am sure, the Pracetas, who were able to win the grace of that divine Personage, 
the favourite of Bhagavan Narayana (the Dispenser of Liberation) must have eventually 
accomplished the supreme object of their life (in the shape of finai beatitude). What (else) 
did they achieve, O Maitreya (pupil of the sage Brhaspati), either here or hereafter ? (2) 
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Maitreya replied : In obedience to the commands of their father (king Pracinabarhi) the 
Pracetas propitiated Lord Sri Hari (the Creator of all bodies) through worship in the form of 
repeating the hymn sung by Sri Rudra and austerities carried on in water in a lake almost 
as extensive as the ocean (vide IV. xxiv. 14). (3) At the end of a myriad years Bhagavan 
Narayana (the supreme and eternal Purusa) appeared (before them) in His placid form 
(consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), soothing by His (very) effulgence their 
agony (caused by long and severe austerities). (4) Mounted on the shoulders of Garuda (the 
king of the birds), He looked like a cloud settled on a peak of Meru (the mountain of gold), 
was dressed in yellow and had the Kaustubha gem suspended from His neck, by the 
splendour of which (and above all by His own effulgence) He drove away the darkness from 
(all) the quarters. (5) Not only His cheeks but His entire face shone brightly with brilliant gold 
ornaments presenting a variety of attractive hues (due to the various precious stones 
embedded in them): He wore (on His head) a glorious crown and was waited upon by His 
eight weapons (viz., a conch, a lotus, an arrow, a bow, a mace, a sword and a shield, 
appearing in living forms, though usually adorning His eight arms) as well as by (a number 
of) attendants, sages and rulers of gods (Brahma and others), His glory sung by Garuda like 
the Kinnaras (through the music of his wings). (6) Encircled on the bosom by a wreath of 
sylvan flowers whose splendour vied with that of Goddess Laksmi, adorning the space 
enclosed by His eight long and rounded arms, Lord Narayana (the most ancient Person) 
spoke to the sons of Barhisman—who had sought His protection—in a voice (deep) as the 
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rumbling of clouds (as follows), casting a merciful look at them. (7) 
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The glorious Lord said : Seek you from Me any boon you choose. God bless you, O 
princes, observing as you do the same sacred vows by virtue of your amity. | am (really) 
pleased with your mutual affection. (8) The man who.will remember you everyday at dusk 
willnot only have the same affection for his brothers as for his own self but will cherish friendly 
feelings for (all) living beings. (9) And | will confer the desired blessing as well as a brilliant 
intellect (even) on them who will glorify Me every morning and evening with a concentrated 
mind through the hymn taught by Sri Rudra. (10) Inasmuch as you have joyfully carried out 
the command of your father, your bright renown will accordingly pervade all the (different) 
worlds (comprised in this universe). (11) An illustrious son will be born to you, who will be 
in no way inferior to Brahma (the creator) in point of virtues and who will fill all the three worlds 
with his progeny. (12) 
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The sage Kandu gota girl with eyes charming as the lotus through Pramloca (a celestial 
nymph). And the (spirits presiding over) trees, O princes, took charge of the girl, who had 
been abandoned (by the nymph). (13) Moved with compassion, the celebrated moon-god, 
the king (of herbs and annual plants), put his index finger, dripping with nectar, in the mouth 
of that girl, who was oppressed with hunger and crying. (14) Commanded by your father— 
who is (now) devoted to My path—to beget children, marry that girl with lovely hips without 
delay for the said purpose. (15) Let that girl with a lovely (slender) waist be a wife, (equally) 
devoted to you all, who are observing the same vows and are possessed of a similar 
disposition; and she too (| am sure) will observe the same vows as you all and is possessed 
of a similar disposition (so that there will be no fear of conflict either between yourselves or 
between you and her and you married life will be quite happy). (16) For a million celestial 
years with undiminished strength of body you will enjoy by My grace earthly as well as 
heavenly pleasures. (17) Thereafter, with the impurities of your heart (in the shape of lust. 
anger and so on) burnt through unceasing devotion to Me, and recoiling in disgust from those 
hell-like pleasures, you will ascend to My (divine) Abode. (18) In the case of those whose 
actions are dedicated to Me and whose hours are spent in talks relating to Me, even though 
they have entered the life of a householder, home life is not recognized to be a source of 
bondage. (19) For, through the aforesaid talks, given by the expositors of the Vedas. |. the 
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all-knowing Lord, enter the heart of such devotees as if in an ever new aspect. This 
(manifestation of Mine in the heart) is (the same as the realization of) Brahma as (is evident 
from the fact that) those who attain to Me never given way to infatuation, grief or joy. (20) 
wa Ram ogee I: eae: | 
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Maitreya continued : Even as Lord Visnu (He whois supplicated by men), the Bestower 
of (all) the objects of human pursuit and the greatest friend (of all), spoke thus, the Pracetas, 
who had been rid of all impurities in the shape of Rajas (passion) and Tamas (ignorance) by 
His (very) sight, addressed Him (as follows) with joined palms in a voice choked with 
emotion. (21) 
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The Pracetas said: Hail, hail to You, who relieve Your devotees of (all) afflictions, whose 
excellent virtues and names have been declared(by the Vedas) as the source of all blessings 
and who surpass in quickness both mind and speech! Hail again to You, the way of whose 
approach lies beyond the range of all the senses ! (22) Hail to You who are unconditioned 
and serene by virtue of Your being (ever) established in Your essential nature, and in whom 
duality faisely appears due to (the existence of) the mind ! Hail to You, who for the purposes 
of creation, preservation and dissolution of the universe assume various forms (the forms 
of Brahma, Visnu and Siva) through the attributes (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) of Maya! (23) 
Hail to You, known by the name of Sri Hari and consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and 
Tamas, whose realization puts an end to (the cycle of) transmigration ! Hail to SriKrsna, son 
of Vasudeva, the Lord of (all) devotees ! (24) Obeisance to You who have a lotus sprung from 
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Your navel ! Obeisance to You who are adorned with a wreath of lotuses ! Obeisance to 
You, whose feet resemble a pair of lotuses ! And obeisance to You, O Lord with lotus-like 
eyes !| (25) Salutations to You, who are clad in stainless robes yellow as the filaments of a 
lotus ! (Once more) we offer our obeisance to You, the abode of all creatures as well as their 
Seer. (26) To us, who are afflicted (with threefold agonies), You have revealed Your form, 
which puts an end to all miseries ! What other favour could be bestowed (on us)? (27) Only 
this much should be done by masters who are fond of the poor that they remember the latter 
at the opportune moment as their own. O Destroyer of all that is inauspicious; for such 
remembrance brings solace to those who are thus remembered. Seated within the heart 
even of the most insignificant creatures as their Inner Controller, how could You fail to know 
that which is sought by us (Your votaries) hankering after some object ? (28-29) To us, that 
have won the pleasure of the Lord (Yourself}—who is not only the teacher showing us (the 
way to) final beatitude but (our) goal too—that (Your pleasure) alone is the desired boon, O 
Lord of the universe ! (30) Yet, O Lord, we do seek one boon from You—who are beyond 
(even) Prakrti (the ultimate cause of the world). And indeed there is no limit to Your glories: 
that is why You are extolled under the name of Ananta (the Infinite) ! (31) When the celestial 
tree of Parijata is easily got, a bee does not resort to another. (Even so) having directly 
reached the soles of Your feet, what other things should we seek (from You) ? (32) So long 
as we revolve in the whirligig of birth and death under the impulse of our actions, dominated 
as we are by Your Maya (deluding potency), let us have in every life the fellowship of Your 
loving devotees. (33) We are not prepared to equate with the fellowship of Your loving 
devotees, enjoyed even for halfa moment, the delights of paradise nor (even) final beatitude 
(freedom from birth and death), much less the blessings sought by mortal men. (34) (For) 
in the company of such devotees are sung the delightful stories (of Sri Hari) which slake the 
thirst for enjoyment, and we find no enmity with nor fear of any kind for any being. (35) In 
their midst is glorified Bhagavan Narayana Himself, the goal of the recluses, through 
beautiful stories again and again by men who are free from attachment. (36) How can the 
meeting of such devotees of Yours, who go about (from place to place) with the intention of 
purifying the sacred places with (the touch of) their feet, not be welcome to him who is afraid 
of transmigration ? (37) 
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As for ourselves, O Lord, we have, through a moment's association only with Your 
beloved friend, Lord Siva (the Source of this world), found today our refuge directly in You, 
the best physician for the malady of birth and death, so very difficult to cure. (8) Whatever 
we have properly studied (at the house of our teacher), the efforts we have made to propitiate 
our teachers, the Brahmanas and the elders by constantly waiting on them, the salutations 
we have offered to (all) worthy men as well as to our kinsmen and brothers, nay, to (all) living 
beings in an uncavilling spirit, the austerities duly practised by us in water for a long time 
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without food—all this, O Lord, we desire to convert into a means of pleasing You, the all- 
pervading Spirit. (89-40) Swayambhuva Manu, Brahma (the self-born) and Lord Siva (the 
Source of the universe) and others whose intellect has been purified through asceticism and 
Self-Realization (constantly) extol You, though unable to perceive the end of Your glory. 
Hence we (too) glorify You according to our own (poor) lights. (41) Hail to You, the Supreme 
Purusa, the same to all and untainted by Maya. Obeisance to Lord Vasudeva, who is 
(absolute) Sattva personified ! (42) 
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Maitreya went on: Thus glorified the Pracetas and (highly) pleased with them, Sri Hari, 
who is full of affection for those seeking refuge in Him and is possessed of irresistible might, 
said,"Be it so!" and returned to His own (divine) Abode, even though the princes, whose eyes 
had not been sated with His sight, did not want that He should go. (43) Now the Pracetas 
emerged from the water of the ocean-like lake and were filled with anger to see the earth 
covered (all over) with trees, that had grown (very) tall as if to block the way to heaven. (44) 
Then, like Kalagnirudra (the god of destruction presiding over the all-destroying fire) at the 
dissolution of the three worlds, they breathed out fire and wind through their mouths in rage, 
O king, in order to strip the earth of all vegetation. (45) Seeing the trees being reduced to 
ashes, Brahma (the creator) arrived (there) and pacified the sons of Barhisman by words of 
wisdom. (46) Seized with terror, such of the trees as had survived (destruction) bestowed 
their daughter upon the Pracetas under the advice of Brahma (the self-born). (47) Bowing 
to the commands of Brahma, the Pracetas too married Marisa (the daughter of the trees), 
through whom Daksa, ( a mind-born) son of Brahma (who himself owed his existence to the 
birthless Lord Narayana) was reborn as a result of his having slighted the great Lord 
Siva.(48) He was the same Daksa who begot. as directed by God, progeny of his choice at 
the dawn of the Manvantara presided over by Caksu (the sixth Manu), the former creation 
having been dissolved by flux of time. (49) Even while being born, he overshadowed with 
his own splendour the brilliance of all resplendent beings and they called him Daksa 
(dextrous) because of his proficiency in rituals. (50) Having installed him (to the office of the 
chief of the lords of created beings), Brahma (the beginningless creator) appointed him to 
the task of extending and preserving the creation, while he (in his turn) charged all the other 
lords of creation with their respective duties. (51) 
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Thus ends the thirtieth discourse in Book Four of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Maitreya continued : After that (i.e., after enjoying earthly and celestial pleasures for 
a million years—vide verse 17 of the last discourse) when wisdom dawned on the Pracetas, 
they remembered the words of Lord Visnu (vide verse 18 of the same discourse) and, 
leaving their wife (Marisa) to the care of their son (Daksa), immediately quitted their home 
(by way of renunciation). (1) On the seashore in the west, where (the celebrated sage) Jajali 
had attained perfection (in the form of God-Realization) they took a vow of enquiry into the 
Supreme Spirit, which culminates in the realization of the same as the one animating 
principle permeating all life. (2) The sage Narada; who deserves the praise of gods and 
demons (alike), saw (called on) the Pracetas, who had fully controlled their breath, mind, 
speech and sight, who could remain squatting in a particular posture as long as they would, 
keeping their body absolutely motionless and straight, and had concentrated their mind on 
the transcendent Brahma untainted by Maya. (3) Seeing him come, they rose (from their 
seat), fell prostrate at his feet, welcomed him and worshipped him with due ceremony. And 
when he was comfortably seated they spoke to him (as follows). (4) 
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The Pracetas said : Welcome is your visit (to this place) today, O celestial sage ! Thank 
God that you have appeared before us. Your going about (from place to place), like the 
revolution of the sun, O holy one, brings fearlessness (to the world). (5) What was taught (to 
us) by Lord Siva and Bhagavan Visnu (who is beyond sense-perception) has almost been 
forgotten (by us), strongly attached as we were to our home, O master. (6) Therefore, kindle 
(once more) in us the light of spiritual wisdom, revealing the truth of things, whereby we may 
easily cross the ocean of mundane existence, which is so difficult to cross. (7) 
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Maitreya went on : Requested thus by the Pracetas, the divine sage Narada, whose 
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mind had entered the most glorious Lord, addressed those rulers of men (as follows).(8) 
ANG sara 
aert a await ager ae:i qo ate faeen ert efter: 1 < | 
fe srofufaiede sitgerfeoerize: | adfrat aeisich: geist faqereet igo! 
spa ara at fe aetfuisaqiafe: | qn at fe fquen acafsaea 122! 
fe a ate ater zee if a safes a saree aft: 1221 
Seerafa adamant = wafereefa: | aaerafe aerat eferenssme: fa: 1231 
aa mies qara AAAI: | 
woven aarsarnt aaa Pagosa 12% 
aja gala an: was af siesta ae! 


a Aaya dart YT A Aaa! 
wa RW sam way wea = yale: 1%! 


xs = - le . aad 5 | 
Wasa SATUS ATA Waa 1261 


Narada said : That birth, those actions, that period of life, that mind and that speech 
alone of human beings are worth anything in this world, through which Sri Hari, the almighty 
Lord and the Soul of the universe, is resorted to. (9) Of what avail to a man in this world are 
the threefold birth—viz., through good parentage, through investiture with the sacred thread 
and through consecration (as a preparation for the performance of a sacrifice)—duties 
enjoined by the three Vedas, or even a span of life extending to the life-time of a god ? Again, 
of what use is learning or asceticism or flowery speech, or the (unique) faculty of attending 
to a number of things at one and the same time? Or, what benefit shall a man derive from 
a penetrating intellect, strength of body or the keenness of the senses? Or what shall a man 
gain by (the eight forms of) Yoga (such as Pranayama), Sankhya (the knowledge of the Spirit 
as being distinct from the body etc.), Sarnnyasa (renunciation), or a study of the Vedas? And 
what benefit will flow to him from other means to the attainment of salvation (such as sacred 
observances and dispassion) if all these are not employed in the service of Sri Hari, who 
bestows His very Self (on His devotees)? (10—12) Truly speaking, (the realization of) the 
Self is the culmination of all blessings. And Sri Hari (alone ) is the beloved Self of all living 
beings and it is He who enables the Jiva to realize its true character. (13) Even as the stem, 
boughs and side-branches of a tree are nourished by watering its roots and just as all 

the Indriyas (the senses of perception as well as the organs of action) are nourished 
by sustaining life through food, so by offering worship to the immortal Lord all are 
worshipped.(14) Even as water (in the form of rain-drops) emanates from (the rays of) the sun 
during the rainy season and returns to the same source in the dry season and just as (the 
physical bodies of all) mobile and immobile creatures evolve from the earth and return to the 
earth, so does this animate and inanimate creation (which is product of Matter) proceeds from 
Sri Hariand returns to Him. (15) As sunshine has no existence apart from the sun, this (material) 
creation is (no other than) that (well-known) absolute (unqualified) essence of the Universal 
Spirit (wherefrom it has evolved), inasmuch as it appears (like a phantom only) at times (and 
remains out of sight at other times) even as the Indriyas (the senses of perception as well as 
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the organs of action) appear (to function) in the waking state and remain dormant in sound 
sleep. As a matter of fact, however, (the three modifications of the ego in the shape of) the 
five gross elements, the five organs of action and the five senses of perception as well as the 
phantom of diversity arising from it are (ever) absent in Him. (16) Just as clouds, darkness 
and light appear, O rulers of the globe, and disappear in the sky by turns so do the potencies 
of Brahma in the form of Rajas, Tamas and Sattva appear and then disappear in the 
Absolute. So does the process (of creation and dissolution) continue uninterrupted. (17) 
Therefore (since He is the Cause of all), worship you as one with yourselves Sri Hari (the 
Ruler even of the highest gods, Brahma and others) Himself, the one (undifferentiated) Soul 
of all embodied existences, who is (the same as) Time (the efficient cause), the Unmanifest 
(the material cause) and the Supreme Purusa (the doer), and who has by His energy (ii the 
shape of Consciousness) cast out the material creation. (18) 
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By kindness to all living beings, by remaining contented with anything whatsoever and 
by taming the senses Lord Janardana is soon propitiated. (19) Lured into the heart of pious 
souls—rid of all cravings and (thus) purged of all dross by their constantly growing 
devotion—the imperishable Lord surely does not escape from it any more than the ether 
locked in it, (thereby) proving His amenability to the control of His servants. (20) SriHari, who 
loves the destitute looking upon Him as their (only) wealth, and knows the bliss inherent in 
Devotion, does not accept the worship of those foolish men who through their pride of 
learning, affluence, pedigree and (remarkable) deeds show disrespect to such destitute 
devotees. (21) Howcan aman who has any sense of gratitude in him give up even for a while 
(the thought of) Him who has no regard (even) for Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity 
and His own Consort)—even though She (ever) waits on Him—much less for kings (rulers 
of men) and gods seeking Her favour—inasmuch as He is perfect in Himself—but who is 
(nonetheless) subject to the will of His servants ? (22) 
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Maitreya resumed : Having thus told the Pracetas what has been reproduced just now 
and discoursed on other topics relating to the Lord, O Vidura, the sage Narada (son of 
Brahma, the self-born) returned to the abode of Brahma. (23) Having heard the praises of 
Sri Hari—which wipe out the sins of the world, and which were uttered by the mouth of 
Narada—and contemplating on His feet, the Pracetas too attained to His realm. (24) | have 
thus repeated to you, O Vidura, the dialogue between the Pracetas and Narada, containing 
the praises of Sri Hari—which was all you asked me. (25) 
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Sri Suka continued : | have thus told you (all) about the posterity of Uttanapada, the 
(younger) son of Swayambhuva Manu. (Now) O jewel of kings, hear about the line of 
Priyavrata (his elder son) as well, who, having received instruction in spiritual lore from 
Narada, and subsequently enjoyed the sovereignty of the globe, divided the same 
among his sons and duly attained to the divine Abode. (26-27) 
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Vidura was overwhelmed with emotion when he heard the sacred story, interspersed 
with an account of the invincible Lord Sri Hari, as told by the sage Maitreya (the son of 
Kusaru). With his eyes full of tears he bore the sage's feet on his head and installed (animage 
of) Sri Hari's feet in his heart. (28) 
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Vidura said : Your merciful self, O great Yogi, has brought me within sight of the other 
shore of (the ocean of) ignorance, where dwells Sri Hari, who (Himself) goes to meet those 
that have nothing to call their own. (29) 
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$17 Suka went on : With these (polite) words (expressive of gratitude) Vidura bowed low 
(to Maitreya) and, taking leave of him, proceeded with a peaceful mind to Hastinapura with 
intent to see his own kith and kin (and bless them by his hloy company). (30) He who listens, 
Oking, to this narrative of kings who had given their mind to Sri Hari, should (bids fair to) attain 
longevity, affluence, glory, security, the way to (eternal) happiness as well as worldly power 
and prosperity. (31) 


Thus ends the thirty-first discourse entitled “The story of the Pracetas”, in Book 
Four of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana. otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita, composed 
by the sage Vedavyasa and consisting of 
eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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The king (Pariksit) said: Priyavrata was a (great) devotee of the Lord and revelled in 
the Self. How did he, O sage, rejoice in family life, which obscures one's true nature and 
subjects one to the bondage of actions ? (1)Certainly it is not desirable, O chief of the 
Brahmanas, that people like him, who are free from attachment, should get identified with 
their home in this way. (2) Indeed, O Brahmana sage, exalted souls whose mind has found 
peace in the (cool) shade of the feet of Sri Hari (enjoying excellent renown)cannot conceive 
a fond attachment to their family. (3) | have this great doubt in my mind, O holy Brahmana, 
as to how Priyavrata, who was attached to his wife, house, children and so on, attained 


perfection and (what is still more difficult) come to develop unswerving devotion to Lord Sri 
Krsna. (4) 
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Sti Suka said : What you have stated is (quite) right. They, however, whose mind is 
engrossed in enjoying the (sweet) honey of the charming feet of Lord Sri Hari (of exalted 
fame) do not generally give up their most blessed path (habit) of listening to the narrative of 
the Lord, who is the beloved of His devotees and ascetics of the highest order, even though 
it may be (temporarily) obstructed by some impediments. (5) And it is a well-known fact, O 
king, that when that prince Priyavrata—who was a supreme devotee of the Lord and had 
through the adoration of Narada's feet easily come to know the true nature of the highest 
Reality, and was about to undertake a vow of (lifelong)contemplation on the Spirit—was 
called upon by his father (Swayambhuva Manu) to rule over the earth because of his being 
a unique repository of hosts of excellent virtues mentioned in the scriptures, he did not 
welcome it, although the command (of his father) was inviolable; for he had through constant 
absorption of his mind in Lord Vasudeva completely resigned all the activities of his senses 
and organs of action to Him and he thought that on his assuming the reins of government 
(the true nature of) his self would be obscured by (contact with) the non-self, even though 
the latter has no reality. (6) 
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Thereupon the glorious Brahma (the self-born), the first among the gods—who kept 
himself acquainted with the designs of all the worlds, being ever engaged in the thought of 
promoting the creation, which is a product of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti)—came 
down (to the earth) from his abode (the Brahmaloka), surrounded by all the (four) Vedas (in 
visible form) and his retinue (consisting of the sage Marici and others). (7) Shining like the 
moon and being worshipped at many points on his way through the heavens by the foremost 
among the gods, who rode in their aerial cars, and glorified along the route in separate groups 
by troops of Siddhas (a class of heavenly beings endowed with supernatural powers from 
their very birth), Gandharvas (celestial songsters), Sadhyas (another class of celestial 
beings), Caranas (celestial bards) and sages, he approached the prince, illumining the 
(entire) valley of Mount Gandhamadana (by his brilliance). (8) Recognizing there from his 
mount, a swan, that he was no other than his father, the glorious Brahma, Narada (the 
celestial sage) quickly rose and waited upon him with articles of worship along with the father 
(Swayambhuva Manu) and son (Priyavrata), his palms joined (in prayer). (9) The glorious 
Brahma too, the first among embodied beings, who was offered (many an article of) worship 
(by Narada) and whose hosts of virtues, coming down to the earth (to bless his devotees), 
and excellent glories were sung in appropriate words, spoke as follows to Priyavrata, casting 
at him a smiling look full of compassion indeed. (10) 
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The glorious Brahma said : Listen, dear child : | speak this truth to you. You ought not 
to find fault with the Lord, who cannot be known through the ordinary means of cognition, and 
whose bidding we all compulsorily obey—I as well as Lord Siva (the Source of the entire 
universe), your father (Swayambhuva Manu) and this great seer (Narada, your preceptor).(11) 
No embodied creature is capable of undoing what He has ordained, through asceticism or 
erudition, through Yogic power or intellectual acumen, through affluence or religious merit, 
with the help of another or by oneself. (12) Living beings, dear Priyavrata, ever maintain their 
connection with a body, bestowed on them by the unmanifest Lord, for (going through the 
experiences of) birth and death, grief, infatuation and fear, joy and sorrow, as well as for doing 
work. (13) Fastened strongly, dear child, to a big rope in the form of the Word of God with 
the tight strings of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), as well as of duties and denominations 
bearing the stamp of these Gunas, we all bear offerings to God even as quadrupeds with a 
string passed through their nostrils bear loads for human beings. (14) Taking whatever form 
the Lord has ordained for us according to our attachment to actions dominated by a particular 
Guna (mode of Prakrti), and conducted by Him even as the blind are led by one endowed 
with vision, we undergo pleasurable or painful experiences decreed by God, O dear 
Priyavrata. (15) 
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Reaping the fruit of his destiny without identifying himself with the body, even a liberated 
soul maintains it till that destiny has been reaped, even as one who has woke up from sleep 
still remembers what one experienced in a dream; but he no longer indulges in actions or 
cravings which may invest him with another body. (16) He who has not been able to subdue 
his senses is exposed to the fear of rebirth even though he may roam about from forest to 
forest; for the six (internal) foes (in the shape of the five senses and the mind that have not 
been controlled) are (ever) with him. (On the other hand,) what harm can the home do to 
the wise man who has subdued his senses and delights in the Self ? (17) He who is keen 
to subdue the (above-mentioned) six foes should in the first instance strive to conquer them 
while remaining at home; for he alone who has ensconced himself in a stronghold is able to 
overcome even powerful enemies. When these (internal) foes grow weak, the wise man may 
roam about at will. (18) Resorting to the citadel of the lotus-like feet of the Lord whose navel 
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is the seat of a lotus, you have thoroughly conquered the six enemies. (Therefore, first) enjoy 
on this earth the blessings bestowed (on you) by that Supreme Person and (then), wholly 
freed from attachment, be established in the Self. (19) 


Sri Suka continued : Thus instructed, Priyavrata (that eminent devotee of the Lord) 
most respectfully accepted the command of the glorious Brahma (the preceptor of the three 
worlds) with the words "Very well !," his head bent low as a token of his smallness 
(humility).(20) The glorious Brahma too, who was duly honoured by Manu, left for his abode 
(the Brahmaloka), contemplating on his own asylum (the supreme Brahma)—whois beyond 
the ken of speech and mind and is incapable of being dealt with—while Priyavrata and 
Narada kept gazing on him with a serene look. (21) 
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Manu too, whose ambition (of bequeathing the kingship to his son and retiring to the 
woods for meditation and worship) was thus fulfilled by Brahma (the highest of the gods), 
appointed Priyavrata (his son) with the concurrence of Narada (the foremost of celestial 
sages) to maintain stability of rule on the terrestrial globe and himself gave up the desire of 
enjoying home life, which is like a most fearful lake full of poisonous water in the shape of 
sensuous pleasures. (22) Thus appointed by God's will to do work, the emperor (Priyavrata), 
whose impurities of mind had been burnt, nay, who had become (extremely) pure by virtue 
of constant meditation on the feet of the Lord, the most ancient Person—whose supreme 
glory is capable of destroying the bondage of the entire creation—ruled over the earth just 
in order to show his great regard for the exalted (by obeying their command). (23) He then 
married a daughter, named Barhismati, of Viswakarma (the architect of the gods), a lord of 
created beings; and how wondertul that through her he actually begot ten sons—who were 
evidently as great as he in amiability, virtues, actions, comeliness of form and prowess—as 
well as a daughter, Urjaswati by name, who was younger than all of them. (24) They all bore 
the names of the fire-god, viz., Agnidhra, Idhmajihva, Yajfabahu, Mahavira, Hiranyareta 
Ghrtaprstha, Savana, Medhatithi, Vitihotra and Kavi. (25) Three of these—Kavi, Mahavira 
and Savana—were lifelong celibates; they took to a study of the science of Self-Knowledge from 
their very infancy and (eventually) entered the order of recluses. (26) Continuing in that Asrama 
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(stage of life) and given to (perfect) self-control, these foremost seers indeed wonderfully 
attained absolute self-identity with the Lord, who is the very Self, nay, the Inner Controller 
of all living beings and whom they realized within the heart, purified by virtue of their 
uninterrupted and supreme Devotion resulting from their ceaseless remembrance of the 
charming lotus-like feet of Bhagavan Vasudeva, the abode of all species of living beings and 
the asylum of the fear-stricken. (27) By another wife too he had three sons—Uttama, Tamasa 
and Raivata, each of whom presided over a Manvantara (associated with his name). (28) 
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(Three of) his sons being thus given to self-control, the high-minded emperor (Priyavrata) 
ruled over the globe for 1,10,00,00,000 years. (During his reign) the enemies of righteousness 
were scared away by the very twang of the bow-string pulled by his stout arms, possessed 
of (inordinate) strength, which consummated all his efforts without any obstruction. Nay, like 
aman who has forgotten his self, he had his judgment clouded as it were by Barhismati's daily 
growing expressions of excessive joy (on his visiting her), her rising from the seat and going 
forth to meet him, amatory gestures natural to women, smiles and glances half-concealed 
by bashfulness and delightful jokes etc. (29) 
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(Once he observed that) even to the extent the glorious sun-god lights the earth's surface 
(viz., up to the Lokaloka mountain) in the course of his circuit round Mount Sumeru (the 
mountain of the gods), he shines only on one-half of that portion and leaves the other half 
shrouded in darkness. He (however) did not like this. His superhuman glory having been 
enhanced by virtue of his adoration of-the Lord, he thereupon like another sun made seven 
circuits (round the earth) after the sun, in his effulgent car, as swift as the sun, determined 
to turn night as well into day. (30) The tracks that were sunk by the fellies of the wheels of 
his chariot came to be the most celebrated seven oceans, which divided the earth into (what 
are known as) the seven Dwipas (or main divisions). (31) The Dwipas are (severally) known 
as Jambidwipa, Plaksadwipa, Salmalidwipa, KuSadwipa, Krauficadwipa, Sakadwipa and 
Puskaradwipa. As regards dimensions, each succeeding one is twice as large as the 
preceding one and is placed beyond the ocean and encircling it. (32) The seven oceans 
(severally) contain salt water, the juice of sugar-cane, wine, clarified butter, milk, fluid curds 
and pure water and serve as a moat as it were one for each of the seven Dwipas. They are 
equal in extent to the Dwipa enclosed by them and are situated one beyond and encircling 
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each of the seven Dwipas severally.* Priyavrata (the spouse of queen Barhismati) severally 
made his dutiful sons—Agnidhra, Idhmajihva, Yajhabahu, Hiranyareta, Ghrtaprstha, 
Medhatithi and Vitihotra by name, each the ruler of one of these divisions—Jambudwipa and 
so on. (33) And his daughter, Urjaswati by name, he gave away to Usana (the sage 
Sukracarya, the preceptor of the Asura kings); it was of her that Devay&ni, the celebrated 
daughter of Sukracarya (nicknamed as Kavya or Kavi) was born. (34) Such an achievement 
on the part of devotees of the Lord (who measured the three worlds in a couple of strides)— 
devotees who by resorting to the dust of His feet have been able to conquer the six senses 
(the five senses and the mind)—is not to be wondered at; for even a pariah immediately 
shakes off his bondage if he utters the Lord's Name only once. (35) _ 
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Thus possessed of immeasurable strength and prowess, king Priyavrata once felt 

(much) disgusted at heart since he regarded himself very unhappy as it were on account of 
his contact with the world of master ( a product of the three Gunas), which dogged him even 
after he had taken shelter under the feet of the celestial sage (Narada), and said this (to 
himself); (36) "Oh, what a wrong | have done in that | have (allowed) myself to be hurled by 
the senses into the terrible and deceptive pit of sensuous pleasures—which are products of 
Avidya (nescience) ! Therefore enough, enough of these! Fie upon me, a veritable ape for 
the amusement of this woman!" In this way he condemned himself. (37) In the light of 
wisdom, recovered by the grace of the Supreme Deity, he proportionately divided the earth 
among his devoted sons and abandoned the queen, whom he had enjoyed as a source of 
pleasure, along with the imperial fortune, like a dead body; and, disgusted at heart (with this 
world) he followed once again the path (of renunciation) chalked out for hima by the divine 
sage Narada, realizing in his heart the glory of the pastimes of Sri Hari (that had given him 
the strength to renounce his all). (38) 
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These are the verses actually sung of old in praise of Emperor Priyavrata :— 


* The relative position of the seven Dwipas and the seven oceans should be understood as given below. The first in 
orderis Jambudwipa, which has a width of 8,00,000 miles andis girded by an ocean of salt water, equal in width to JambUdwipa. 
Beyond the ocean of salt water and twice as much in width (i. e., 16,00,000 miles wide) is Plaksadwipa, which is in its turn 
enclosed by an ocean containing the juice of sugar-cane and equal in width to the latter. On the other side of this ocean and 
twice as large in extent (i.e., 32,00,000 miles wide) is Salmalidwipa, encircled by an ocean of wine as large as the Dwipa itself. 
Lying immediately after the ocean of wine and twice as large (or 64,00,000 miles wide) is KuSadwipa, surrounded by an ocean 
of clarified butter equal in width to Kugadwipa. On the outer coast of the ocean of clarified butter and twice as large (i.e., 
1,28,00,000 miles wide) is Krauficadwipa, girded by an ocean of milk equal in width to the latter. Beyond the ocean of milk and 
twice as large in extent (i.e.,2,56,00,000 miles wide) is SAkadwipa, enclosed in its turn by an ocean of fluid curds as large as 
the Dwipa itself, On the other side of the ocean of fluid curds and twice as large (i.e.,5,12,00,000 miles wide) is Puskaradwipa, 
itself encircled by an ocean of pure water equal in width to the latter. 
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“Who else than the almighty Lord could do the work accomplished by Priyavrata, who in 
his attempt to disperse the darkness (of night) produced the seven oceans out of the tracks 
sunk by the fellies (of the wheels of his chariot), nay, who divided the earth (into so many 
Dwipas) for the convenience of living beings (inhabiting the same) and fixed the limits of 
every Dwipa by allocating separate rivers, mountains and forests (to each). (39-40) Devoted 
to the servants of the Supreme Person, he looked upon as akin to hell the fortunes of the 
subterranean worlds, the heavenly regions and the terrestrial globe as well as those acquired 
through actions (performed in a previous existence) or Yoga (concentration of mind or mystic 
powers)." (41) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story of Priyavrata's conquest, 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : His father (Priyavrata) being thus engaged (in the practice of 
Devotion), Agnidhra, who followed his commands, duly protected the people of Jambudwipa 
as his own progeny, keeping his eye on Dharma (righteousness). (1) Seeking (an abode in) 
the realm of the manes (i.e., desirous of getting a worthy son), he collected (all) the requisites 
for worship and with (deep) concentration of mind and asceticism adored the glorious 
Brahma (the ruler of lords of created beings) in a valley of Mount Mandara (the pleasure- 
ground of celestial damsels). (2) Having come to know this, the glorious Brahma (the 
foremost of all created beings) sent down (to him) an Apsara (celestial nymph), Purvacitti by 
name, who used to sing in his court. (3) There was a most delightful garden attached to his 
hermitage. It contained ponds and lakes (full of lotus beds) that charmingly resounded with 
the cries of waterfowls, Karandavas (a species of ducks), swans and the like, that were 
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awakened (in their turn) by the notes uttered by pairs of land birds perched on golden 
creepers intertwined with the boughs of densely-growing trees of every description; and 
Purvacitti sauntered about that garden. (4) The steps she took in the course of her 
exceedingly graceful stroll exhibited the charm of her gait and at her every pace the beautiful 
ornaments she wore about her feet made a jingling sound, hearing which the prince slightly 
opened both his eyes—resembling a pair of lotus buds—till now closed in the practice of deep 
meditation, and espied her. (5) Like a female honey-bee the celestial damsel was enjoying 
the (sweet) odour of flowers not very far (from him), and carving a passage for Love (using 
flowers for his weapons) intothe minds of men by (the witchery of) her gait, sport, bashful 
and modest-glances, musical voice and (graceful) limbs—all ravishing the mind and eyes of 
(both) gods and men. And her full breasts, head of hair and girdle were thrown into a state 
of charming agitation as she walked with quick paces, when assailed by swarms of honey- 
bees maddened by the sweet fragrance of (her breath in the form of) words—accompanied 
with a smile—that escaped from her mouth and which were (sweet) as nectar and 
(inebriating as) wine. The prince succumbed to the dominating influence of the most powerful 
god of love—who had found an open door to his heart the moment the prince saw her—and 
addressed her like a dunce in the following words:— (6) 
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"Who are you and what do you intend to do on this hill, O great sage ? Are you the 
inscrutable Maya (deluding potency) of the all-powerful Supreme Deity? (Pointing to her 


eyebrows) O friend ! do you wield that pair of stringless bows for your own protection or are 
you in search of (some) unwary game (creatures like me, who have no control over their 
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senses) in the forest ? (7) (Pointing to her shaftlike sidelong glances) These two arrows of 
your worshipful self, winged as they are with lotus-petals (in the shape of eyes), are (very) 
gentle and lovely (even) without hilt, yet extremely sharp-pointed. We wonder whom you 
intend to aim them at, wandering as you doin the forest. May this expedition (valour) of yours 
conduce to the good of us dull-witted creatures. (8) (Pointing to the bees hovering about her) 
These pupils of your worshipful self are chanting about you the (hymns of ) Samaveda 
alongwith the Upanisads (embodying its esoteric teaching) and incessantly glorifying the 
Lord (thereby). They (eagerly) resort to the showers of flowers dropped from your locks even 
as hosts of Rsis (holy sages) accept the recensions of the Veda traditionally followed by their 
own school. (9) (Pointing to the sweet jingling of her anklets) We simply hear, O sage, the 
(dulcet) notes of the partridges locked up in the cages of your feet—notes which are distinctly 
heard though (their source in the shape of the birds is) invisible. (Referring to her loin cloth) 
Wherefrom did you get the yellow splendour resembling that of a Kadamba flower on your 
beautiful circular hips? (Pointing to the girdle) They are (also) girdled with a belt of fire ! But 
(by the by) where is your bark-covering ? (10) (Pointing to her conical breasts) What lies 
treasured up, O holy Brahmana, in (yonder) two horns of yours, which you carry (in your 
bosom)—though you are (so) slender at your waist—and upon which my eyes are riveted ? 
(Again) unique is the scarlet and fragrant paste on your horns, with which, O beautiful one, 
you are perfuming my hermitage ! (11) Be pleased to show me your native place, O great 
friend, the inhabitants of which carry on their bosom in this way such a strange pair of limbs 
that agitate the mind of people like me, and many a wonderful treasure like sweetness (in 
the shape of sweet words), amorous gestures and nectar (flowing from their lips) in their 
mouth. (12) (Pointing to the betel leaves that were being chewed by her) What is the (kind 
of) food with which you nourish your body ? Forfrom the chewing thereof, O dear one, issues 
(from your mouth) an aroma as of oblations poured into the sacred fire. Surely you are a ray 
of Lord Visnu (the Protector of the universe); that is why your ears (like His) are adorned with 
brilliant ear-rings resembling two unwinking alligators. (And) your countenance is akin to a 
lake with its bewildered eyes resembling two leaping fish, its snow-white rows of teeth 
corresponding to swans and its mass of curly hair appearing like swarms of honey-bees 
hovering close at hand. (13) The yonder ball, which when struck by your lotus-like hand flies 
aboutin all directions, makes my eyes roll about, my mind being (already) confounded. (Oh), 
do you not mind your unloosed braid of curly locks ? (And) lo ! this mischievous and lustful 
breeze is blowing off your lower garment. (14) Through what (kind of) austerities did you 
secure this beautiful form, O great ascetic, wrecking as it does the austerities of others 
practising them ? You ought to practise asceticism with me, O friend ! Or may be Brahma 
himself (who is intent on extending his creation) has shown his grace to me (by sending you 
to me for a wife). (15) | shall not forgo you, my beloved friend, who have been conferred on 
me by Brahma (lit., the adored of the twice-born). Neither my mind nor my eyes turn away 
(from you), fastened as they are on you. Be pleased (therefore) to take me, your servant, 
O fair-bosomed damsel ! wheresoever you please, and let these obedient companions (of 


yours) follow me. (16) 
aye Tat 
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Sri Suka went on : By thus employing a language clever in expressing sensual things, 
prince Agnidhra, who possessed the intelligence of gods and proved a past master in winning 
over the young woman, propitiated that celestial damsel by showing her great regard. (17) 
She too, whose mind was captivated by the intelligence, amiability, comeliness, youth, 
splendour and nobility of that leading hero, then enjoyed with that lord of (the entire) 
Jambudwipa earthly as well as celestial pleasures for a period extending over ten crore 
years. (18) Through her, itis said, that foremost of kings, Agnidhra, begot nine sons—Nabhi, 
Kimpurusa, Harivarsa, llavrta, Ramyaka, Hiranmaya, Kuru, Bhadraswa and Ketumala by 
name. (19) ’ ’ 
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Having brought forth (as many as) nine sons, (one) each year, and leaving them (all) in 
that very house (of Agnidhra), PUrvacitti once more joined the service of the (supreme) god, 
Brahma (the birthless one). (20) The aforesaid sons of Agnidhra, who were well-built and 
strong by birth through the grace of their (celestial) mother, were allotted their due share (in 
his kingdom) by their father and ruled over the divisions of Jambudwipa apportioned to them, 
which were (also) named after them. (21) King Agnidhra, who was not (yet) sated with sense- 
delights, constantly thought of that celestial nymph as superior (to everything else), and 
secured through deeds enjoined by the Vedas residence in the same heaven with her, the 
heaven where the manes live in delight. (22) On the demise of (their) father the nine brothers 
married the nine daughters of Meru (the deity presiding over Mount Sumeru), Merudevi, 
Pratirapa, Ugradarnstri, Lata, Ramya, Syama, Nari, Bhadra and Devaviti by name. (23) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled "An account of Agnidhra" in Book Five 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Desirous of obtaining progeny, king Nabhi alongwith (his wife) 
queen Merudevi, who had no issue, worshipped with a concentrated mind Lord Visnu (the 
Deity presiding over sacrifices). (1) The Lord, who is’ possessed of a (most) charming 
personality, is difficult to attain even when (all) the means (of propitiating Him)—such as the 
materials, place and time (of worship), the prayers (muttered in the course of worship), the 
priests conducting the worship, the fees paid to them and (the due observance of) the 
procedure (laid down for the worship)—are fully employed. Yet, while Nabhi was (thus) 
reverently (engaged in) worshipping Him with a pure (devout) heart and while the rites known 
by the name of Pravargya (which serve as a prelude to the performance of a Soma sacrifice) 
were proceeding, the heart of the Lord was seized with a longing to accomplish the desired 
object of His servant because of His affection for His devotees, and He revealed before him 
His most independent captivating form, which ravished the soul by its limbs, which were 
(individually most) pleasing to the mind and eyes. (2) The Lord actually appeared with two 
pairs of arms, was clad in tawny silk and had the splendid Srivatsa mark on His bosom. He 
was distinguished by His peerless conch, lotus, wreath of syivan flowers, discus, the 
Kaustubha gem, mace and so on and adorned with a crown, ear-rings, bracelets, girdle, 
necklace, armlets, anklets and other (such) ornaments of the body, all made of radiant 
jewels. Seeing the all-effulgent Supreme Person, the priests officiating at the sacrifice as well 
as the directors of the sacrifice and the sacrificer (himself) waited upon Him, their heads bent 
low, with water to wash His hands with (as a mark of respect), receiving Him with the same 
high regard as penniless people would receive a rich treasure. (3) 
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The priests said : (Though self-perfect in everyway,) be pleased, O most adorable One, 
to accept again and again (by Your own grace) the homage offered by us, Your servants. 
(Incapable of extolling You,) we have been taught by worthy souls only to repeat the word 
‘Namah! (Obeisance to You). (As a matter of fact,) what man whose mind is engrossed in the 
phenomenal world (which is a modification of the modes of Prakrti) and who is (therefore) 
powerless can hope to determine Your essential character with the help of the names and 
colours and forms of this material universe (which cannot even touch the fringe of Your 
being)—You who are the Supreme Lord transcending (both) Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa 
(Spirit). (4) The utmost he can dois to recount a part of Your multitudinous excellent virtues, 
which drive away the sins of all mankind and are most auspicious (by nature). (5) On the other 
hand, O Supreme One, You are propitiated in everyway through worship offered even with 
prayers lovingly uttered by your servants in a faltering voice, water, undefiled young leaves, 
(particularly) leaves of the holy basil plant and sprouts of panic grass. (6) 
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Otherwise we do not perceive any gain worth the name to You even through this 
sacrifice—cumbrous with elaborate details—(being carried on) here inasmuch as You are 
the very embodiment of all the (four) objects of human pursuit perennially and directly flowing 
in an abundant degree from Your own Self and not conflicting with each other. In our case, 
however, who seek blessing (of various kinds), O Lord, this (sacrifice) should only prove to 
be a means of propitiating You (and thereby fetching the desired boon). (7-8) That is why, 
out of abundant compassion for us, ignorant as we are of our highest good, O Supreme 
Person, who are greater than the greatest. You have appeared here of Your own accord, like 
one expecting homage, with intent to reveal to us Your own glory known by the name of final 
beatitude as well as to bestow (on us) our desired blessings—even though You have not 
been (properly) worshipped—just as a sage would approach ignorant people of his own 
accord. (9) Now that You—the foremost of those who grant boons (to their votaries)—have 
manifested Yourself before the eyes of Your own devotees at the sacrificial performance of 
this royal sage (Nabhi), this itself constitutes a (unique) benediction, O most adorable 
one.(10) O Lord, Your hosts of virtues are incessantly recounted (even) by sages revelling 
in the Self—who have burnt all their sins with the fire of wisdom fanned by detachment 
(dispassion) and who have (as a consequence) imbibed Your nature—inasmuch as the 
uttering of Your praises is the (only) source of the highest blessings for them (since they too 
are not easily graced with Your sight). (11) Therefore, while stumbling, sneezing, falling down 
and yawning, when placed in a sad plight and so on even in (high) fever and while dying— 
when we are powerless to remember You—let Your name descriptive of Your virtues and 
dispelling (all) our sins somehow appear on our tongue. (12) 
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Moreover, this royal sage (Nabhi), who is desirous of (obtaining) progeny, has resorted 
to You—competent as You are to grant (all) desired boons, including (an abode in) heaven 
and (even) release (from the toils of birth and death)—with the hope of (having) a son like 
You, and regarding progeny as the (highest) object of human pursuit, evenasa pauper would 
approach Kubera (the god of riches) with the hope of obtaining husk. (13) Who is there on 
this earth that has not waited on the feet of exalted souls and (yet) who has not been worsted 
by Your invincible and inscrutable Maya, whose understanding has (accordingly) not been 
clouded by that Maya and whose nature has not been obscured by the vehemence of poison 
in the shape of pleasures of sense? (14) Be pleased to ignore, by (Your) undifferentiating 
outlook towards all, O God of gods, the disrespect shown by us ignorant people to You, the 
Supreme Deity, in the sense that You, O Lord of unlimited activity, have been duly 
(respectfully) called here by us, who are so stupid as to look upon progeny as the (highest) 
object of human pursuit. (15) 
aye sara 


sta Prresaitsaarit WISMMMaa TN Vaeaarsaa: AAMAS | VE | 
Sri Suka resumed : While He was thus being extolled through a hymn couched in prose, 
and when those priests (the adored of king Nabhi, the ruler of an entire subdivision of 
Jambudwipa) bowed at His feet, Lord Visnu (the foremost of the gods) graciously spoke the 
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following words. (16) 


ATTA TAT 
ae ade vateteranificgeenteantead seqerest war ager sare 
HATENaTRTAG: Saraeanry aelael F FAT ufaqueta waa fe ye ag Rata ol aT 

Aes SoH TATA ATTA HATA: | 2 | 
The Lord said : Oh, sages, (you have indeed placed Me in a difficult predicament in that) 
you, whose speech is infallible, have asked Me the rare boon that a son like Me may be born 
to this royal sage; (for you know) | alone am My compeer, matchless as | am. Nonetheless 
the words of Brahmanas should not prove false either, inasmuch as it is My own mouth that 
is represented by the Brahmana race (the adored of all the other twice-born classes). (17) 
Therefore, not finding My equal (anywhere), | shall descend (on earth) through Nabhi (the 

son of Agnidhra), exhibiting a part of My own. (18) 


AYE FAI 
ga Perea Hacer: ufratierarads Tar <1 afete afesta fated wary 
ware: werfedt ard: frafeeitiar ceatteret aegeat embevifiqerdt ara 
SHUT TAU EAA AT PRAM AATAAAT | Zo | 
sla ATRIA AeRTT TRA Seca Varese seraat aT gases: | 31 


Sri Suka went on: Having thus addressed the consort of queen Merudevi within her 
hearing, the Lord disappeared (then and there). (19) Propitiated by great seers at that very 
sacrifice, O Pariksit (who had been restored to life by Lord Sri Krsna, manifestation of Lord 
Visnu—vide I. xii. 7—10), the Lord descended (on earth) in the gynaeceum of king Nabhi 
in a divine form (consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas) with a view to obliging 
that monarch and (also) with intent to teach to the world (by personal example) the sacred 
vows observed by sages that have no covering on their body except the atmosphere, lead 
an ascetic life and are pledged to perpetual celibacy (lit., have directed the flow of their 
generative fluid upwards). (20) 


Thus ends the third discourse entitled "The descent of Lord Rsabha", forming 
part of the narrative of king Nabhi, in Book Five of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse IV 
The sovereignty of Rsabha 
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Sri Suka resumed : Now, finding marks of divinity (such as the figures of a thunderbolt 
and goad in the soles of His feet) manifest in (the person of) Lord Rsabha from His very 
birth and His glory mounting everyday alongwith (the qualities of) viewing all alike, control 
of the internal and external senses, aversion to the pleasures of sense, universal 
domination and perfection in everything, the ministers as well as the people, including the 
Brahmanas, and gods too eagerly wished that He should rule over the earth. (1) 
Considering His personality—which was so exquisite and formed the theme of many a 
laudatory verse—majesty, strength, splendour, glory, dominating influence and energy, 
his father e beda gave Him the name of Rsabha (the foremost). (2) 

wea ete: Salat weary ae a aad aaa ararqasal ativar: weeaeranrarerat 

PASSAT ATT SATS |B | ATP Baer act QUT RAS AMAT ATS AEM TRATATAT. 

Pret eat Teta Wed Toes Araceae arate STL TAT 
7181 

Envying Him, the mighty Indra did not rain (at all) in his land. Having come to know this, 
Lord Rsabhadeva, the Master of Yoga (marvels), laughed heartily and sent down showers 
throughout his land, known by the name of Ajanabha, by dint of His Yogamaya (divine 
potency). (3) Having been blessed with a worthy son, as desired by him, king Nabhi for his 
part was overwhelmed with a transport of excessive joy and felt supremely happy as he 
fondly caressed the divine Child—who was really the most ancient Person, having assumed 
a human semblance of His own will—addressing Him in a faltering voice as "my child, my 
darling", his mind deluded by the divine Maya (which led him to mistake the Lord for his own 


child). (4) 

Tet ahaa Brae raeraP fers arenrgarena We 
deter fares Weg U Ace Sa AROS Tat STAC AAU: HIS 
TEATS & | 

Having come to know that his son (Rsabhadeva) was popular with all including his 
ministers and citizens, king Nabhi, who was guided by the popular sentiment, installed him 
on the throne for the preservation of moral standards and entrusted him to the care of the 
Brahmanas. (And) worshipping Lord Vasudeva as known by the name of Nara and 
Narayana through austerities which, thoygh severe, caused no annoyance to others as 
well as through the practice of profound meditation with (his spouse) Merudevi at Visala 
(in the holy retreat of Badarikasrama, the modern Badrinatha), he attained oneness with 
Him at the proper time. (5) 


Wea = Wvsaa yoaraaretha— 
wl t deed weitere! sear eft: Yet HATTIE | 
Teva SA: Hat Afar Ageafsa: | ser afefe aaet eerarararrsvar | 
People cite the following two couplets in praise of Nabhi, O Pariksit (a scion of Pandu) :— 
What (other) man can imitate the celebrated doings of the royal sage Nabhi, attracted by 
whose pious deeds Sri Hari (Himself) became a son to him ? (Again) where could be hada 
devotee of the Brahmanas other than Nabhi, propitiated by whose (liberal) sacrificial fees the 
Brahmanas by dint of sacred hymns made the (very) Lord of sacrifices manifest Himself 
during the sacrifice? (6-7) ; 
ag = ware: wat aaa: velitepear ceractehara4r 
Tea emataireasnt wasatsenamuacat ad warrardatyaqaners- 
ATTA et STATA | C1 UT ey VETS oat VIB: AEA arate ae areafate 
safest <i aa yad sored aaradt aera: Hadar saeghac: atwe sia 7a 
AahATUMT: | Ro | 
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Now indeed Lord Rsabhadeva, who knew His land to be the land of action, showed (by 
His own example) how one shouldlive at the residence of one's preceptor. (Again,) permitted 
(to marry) by His preceptors, who had received (from Him) the boons of their choice (by way 
of the teacher's fees), and teaching (to the world) the duties of householders, he performed 
both the types of religious rites ordained by the scriptures (viz., those enjoined by the Vedas 
and those prescribed by traditional law) and begot through ( His consort) Jayanti, bestowed 
on Him by Indra, a hundred sons, who were His own replicas. (8) Of them the eldest and the 
one possessed of the highest attributes was Bharata, who was indeed a great adept in Yoga 
and after whom they speak of this land as Bharatavarsa (the land of Bharata). (9) Next to him 
came the nine (brothers)—Kusavanrta, llavarta, Brahmavarta, Malaya, Ketu, Bhadrasena, 
Indrasprk, Vidarbha and Kikata—who led the (other) ninety. (10) Kavi, Hari, Antariksa, 
Prabuddha, Pippalayana, Avirhotra, Drumila, Camasa and Karabhajana—these nine were 
eminent devotees of the Lord who taught (to the world) the conduct prescribed for the 
votaries of the Lord. We shall narrate hereafter (in Book XI), in the form of a dialogue between 
Vasudeva (the father of Lord Sri Krsna) and the sage Narada, their sacred story imbued with 
the Lord's own glory and (thus) inducing peace of mind. (11-12) The (remaining) eighty-one 
sons of Jayanti, who were still younger, were obedient to their father, very modest, highly 
well-versed in the Vedas and habitually engaged in performing sacrifices. Purified by their 
(pious) conduct, they passed for Brahmanas. (13) 
wayawds sda: tad Mamquadaer: Hadtaqua gyat wa 
Faatttace avant yaar: HreaaryTa MATS araataigel AA SAMI Aa: HTS PUTT 
erat eras: TA TRTMT ATT TER Meh PTAA | Ry Ag arasasvarahtd atetada Cah: 124 | 


URTeAATCT sister ad 4 mya ot aacasanareri sae fate 
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The Lord, who was (rightly) called Rsabha (the foremost), was God Himself— 
(altogether) independent, eternally free from all evils by His very nature and (ever) enjoying 
absolute bliss (which constitutes His very essence). Yet, performing actions like an ordinary 
mortal, He taught to the ignorant by His own example the duties that had been forgotten 
through (passage of) time; and, remaining equipoised, calm and controlled, friendly 
disposed (towards all) and full of compassion. He ordained the people in household life by 
acquiring religious merit, worldly possessions and fame, begetting children, enjoying the 
pleasures of sense and attaining final beatitude. (14) (For, as a rule,) the world (blindly) 
follows whatever is done by men of topmost rank (in society). (15) Although He Himself knew 
the hidden truths of the Vedas, which represent the essence of all Dharmas (rules of good 
conduct) He ruled over the people according to the (four recognized) policies of persuasion 
etc., following the line of conduct chalked out (for Him) by the Brahmanas. (16) He 
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worshipped the Lord (strictly) according to precept through all (kinds of) sacrifices, performed 
ahundred times each and provided with (all requisites in the shape of appropriate) materials, 
place, time, age (of the sacrificer), faith and (the guidance of) priests and intended to 
propitiate different gods. (17) In this land (subsequently known by the name of Bharatavarsa), 
(when it was) ruled over by Lord Rsabhadeva, nobody ever sought for one's own use on any 
account anything whatsoever from another—any more than one would have a thing 
(altogether) non-existent—except an incessantly growing and profound love for their Ruler; 

nor did anyone cast a (wistfu!) look on another's property. (18) On a certain occasion, while 
touring (over His kingdom), Lord Rsabhadeva happened to be in Brahmavarta and (there), 

in a gathering of the foremost Brahmana sages, He thus addressed His own sons—even 
though they were (fully) self-controlled and thoroughly disciplined by virtue of their modesty 
and excessive devotion (to their divine Father)—with a-view to admonishing them within 
the hearing (in the presence) of His subjects. (19) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse, in Book Five of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse V 
Lord Rsabhadeva instructs His sons and Himself takes to the life of an 
ascetic who has shaken off worldly feeling and obligation 


IY SaTT 
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Lord Rsabha began : This (human) body in the mortal world does not deserve to be 
given up to (the pursuit of) sensuous pleasures, which are (really) a source of misery and 
which are enjoyed even by swine, dogs and other animals (that feed on ordure). It is worthy 
of being devoted, My beloved sons, to sublime austerities whereby the mind is purified; and 
from purity of mind follows the unending bliss of absorption into the Absolute. (1) The wise 
speak of service rendered to exalted souls as an open gate to liberation and the fellowship 
of those who are fond of women as the door opening into hell. (And) they alone are (really) 
great who are-even-minded, exceptionally calm and composed, free from anger, kind- 
hearted and pious or again they who regard love offered to Me as the (only) object of human 
pursuit, who take no delight in (the company of) men (solely) engaged in pursuits (merely) 
calculated to nourish their body nor in a household consisting of wife, children and (earthly) 
riches, and who have no selfish interest in the world beyond the maintenance of their 
body. (2-3) An erring soul commits sin only when he endeavours to gratify his senses. | 
(however) do not regard those actions as good, from which has followed this body, which 
though (really) non-existent, is (yet) a source of misery to the Jiva. (4) The real nature of the 
soul remains obscure due to ignorance only so long as the Jiva does not enquire into the truth 
about the Spirit. (Again) so long as actions continue to be performed, the mind remains 
disposed to activity, and it is due to such a mind that the Jiva remains tied to a body. (5) (The 
true nature of) the Spirit being thus veiled by ignorance, the past actions of a man render his 
mind prone to activity. And so long as there is no love for Me, Lord Vasudeva, the Jiva is not 
rid of its identification with a body. (6) So long as the Jiva, oblivious of its (real) self-interest, 
does not come to its senses and realize the activity of the Indriyas (the senses of perception 
and the organs of action) as unreal (something not belonging to it), the fool soon forgets its 
own essential nature and finding a home providing sexual enjoyment (as a charactgristic 
feature), suffers torments (of various kinds) there. (7) 


war wa: 4wahadisere waa: wo areiftera eqqie! 
aa oat ae wean fagoa geftfaer a 
waa SATA TAT faareat ATRIA | Lo | 
Tens | fret Wea STE eT 
Fravararasrat Tat faerear Sete: 1281 
seer «= fafaerdaet waren | ae 
wee saad wae = SaNey SA aTeMTIRRI 
Waa Aerataaayort Fb faaratatates | 
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apaigra Rea S SAM ATA: | 
at 0 aaa aaa TTI R¥ 
The union as husband and wife of a man with a woman, the wise speak of it as another 
knot binding their hearts together (apart from the subtle knot, in the shape of identification 


with the body, already existing in their heart individually). Itis due to this (other knot) that (over 
and above the body, mind and senses etc.), a man erroneously regards a house, fields, 
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children, kinsmen and wealth as either himself or his own. (8) When (however) the hard knot 
in the shape of mind—formed in the heart of this Jiva by its Karmas (past actions)—gets 
loose, then (and then alone) does it turn its back on this relation of husband and wife and, 
shedding its ego (the cause of transmigration) and freed from all bondage, reaches the 
Supreme. (9) By adoring Me and depending on Me, the pure Self and Preceptor (of all); 
through freedom from thirst for enjoyment as well as by enduring pairs of opposites (such 
as heat and cold, pleasure and pain); by realizing the fact that a living being is beset with 
calamities everywhere (even in the other world); through a spirit of enquiry (into the truth of 
things) through asceticism and by abstaining from actions done with some interested motive; 
through actions done for My sake by hearing My stories everyday; through the fellowship of 
those who look upon Me as their sole deity; by singing My praises; through even- 
mindedness, tranquillity and freedom from animosity; through a desire to give up identifying 
himself with the body, house etc., through a careful study of scriptures dealing with the Spirit; 
by living in solitude; by thoroughly controlling the breath, the Indriyas (the senses of 
perception as well as the organs of action) and the mind; through faith in saints and the holy 
books; through continence, through constant vigilance (in performing one's sacred duties); 
through control of the tongue; through wisdom illumined with realization and penetrating 
enough to perceive My presence everywhere; and through deep meditation, My sons, and 
equipped with firmness, diligence and discretion, a clever man should (endeavour to) tear 
the veil known by the name of Ego. (10—13) Remaining vigilant (all the time), he should 
completely shake off by this means, as taught by his preceptor the bondage in the shape of 
the knot (of egotism) in the heart, which has been brought about by ignorance and which, 
again, is the storehouse where (all) the latencies of Karma lie deposited. Then he should 
desist even from this endeavour. (14) 


Wiva freigs qa eat vec vequerd:) 
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A king or a father or a preceptor, whoever aspires to reach My abode or looks upon My 
grace as the (sole) object of human pursuit, should thus instruct his ignorant subjects, sons 
or pupils, and should in no case urge them to actions (done with an interested motive), getting 
not angry with them (even if they do not listen to him and persist in doing such actions), 
knowing that they erroneously regard such actions as the only way to happiness. What object 
would a man gain by directing a fellow-man to such actions? For thereby he would be 
throwing the blind fellow into the abyss of metempsychosis. (15) Men who crave for objects 
of sensuous enjoyment alone, possessed as they are by an inordinate lust for such 
enjoyment, are (really) themselves blind to their (real) well-being. That is why they enter into 
enmity with one another for crumbs of pleasure and have no idea of the endless misery 
(which lies in store for them as a result of such enmity), deluded as they are. (16) Seeing 
such foolish men steeped in ignorance (in the form of worldly activity), no sensible and 
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compassionate man, who is himself aware of his own (real) interests, would urge them to 
resort to such ignorance again, any more than he would direct a blind man who is following 
a wrong track to continue on that path. (17) A preceptor is no preceptor, a relation is no 
relation, a father is no father, a mother is no mother, a deity is no deity, nor is a husband a 
husband, who is unable to redeem his pupil, relation, son, votary or wife fallen into (the 
whirlpool of) transmigration. (18) 


ve owik wa ogeéwet we fe 2 wad aq ef 
Ws gat 2 aent ame at fe aged werat:iees 
qigadt et wet: wa waaay aT 
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(The mystery of) this human semblance of Mine (assumed of My own free will) cannot 
be easily understood. Indeed (pure) Sattva is My heart, where resides Dharma (righteous- 
ness), and unrighteousness has been left far behind by Me. That is why worthy souls call Me 
Rsabha (the foremost). (19) You are sprung from My heart (which as | have told you is made 
up of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas): therefore, with a mind free from envy, wait upon 
that brother of yours, Bharata, who is a very noble soul; that will be (as good as) rendering 
service to Me and (tantamount to) taking care of the people. (20) Mobile creatures are higher 
than plants, which in their turn are by far the best among (other) created beings (such as 
minerals and stones); and among these (again) beasts etc., (who are endowed with 
intelligence) are the highest. Higher than these are human beings; while Pramathas (spirits 
and genii forming the retinue of Lord Rudra, the god of destruction) are higher even than 
human beings. Still higher are the Gandharvas (celestial musicians); the Siddhas (a class 
of demigods who are naturally endowed with mystic powers) come next; while higher still are 
the (other) attendants of gods (such as the Kinnaras). (21) (Still higher are the Asuras or 
demons;) the gods with Indra as their leader are superior (even) to the Asuras and higher 
still rank the (mind-born) sons of Brahma—Daksa and others. Of these (again) Lord Siva (the 
Source of the universe) ranks the foremost and He in His turn is an offspring of Brahma (the 
creator, who is, therefore, naturally higher than Siva). | am superior (even) to Brahma (the 
creator), while the Brahmanas (the adored of the other twice-born classes) are worthy of 
adoration even to Me (and therefore superior to Me). (22) 
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| place no other living being on a par with the Brahmanas; what (other) creature, then, 


can | regard as higher than they, O Brahmanas (assembled here) ?’| eat My fill the food 
offered to them by men in liberal quantities with reverence, but not so the oblations poured 
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into the sacred fire at a sacrifice. (23) It is by the Brahmana that My glorious and eternal body 
(in the form of the Vedas) has been maintained on earth and it is in him that the most 
sanctifying quality of Sattva, control of the mind and the senses, truthfulness and compassion, 
asceticism, endurance and wisdom are found. (24) The Brahmanas who are rich in devotion 
to Me, though destitute of worldly possessions, have nothing to seek even from Me, the 
Lord possessed of infinite power and higher than the highest (Brahma and others) and the 
Bestower of heavenly bliss and final beatitude ! What can they have to do with anything 


else? (25) : 
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With a pure (ungrudging) mind all living beings, mobile (animate) as well as immobile 
(inanimate), My sons, ought to be respected by you at every step as (so many) abodes 
of Mine; that alone will be My true worship at your hands. (26) My propitiation is the ( only) 
reward of the activities of the mind, tongue, eyes and the other Indriyas. For, without 
propitiating Me a man cannot hope to escape from the greatly confounding noose of 
Death. (27) 


MYR TAF 
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Sri Suka continued : Having thus admonished his sons, who were themselves 
(thoroughly) disciplined, for the guidance of the world, the most glorious Lord Rsabha, their 
greatest friend (and well-wisher) installed on the throne the eldest of His hundred sons, 
Bharata—who was not only a great devotee of the Lord but was devoted to His servants as 
well—for the protection of the earth (His kingdom). (Then) in order to exemplify (in Himself) 
the mode of life of recluses, characterized by Devotion, Self-Realization and aversion for the 
pleasures of sense, and followed by great ascetics given to self-control and retired from 
(worldly) activity, He Himself renounced even at home everything except His body, which 
was the only possession left with Him, and, having absorbed the sacrificial fires into Himself, 
and taking to the life of a recluse, departed from Brahmavarta as if mad, with dishevelled hair 
and having no covering on His body except the sky. (28) Behaving like a stupid, blind, dumb, 
deaf or madman or (even like) a goblin, he put on the appearance of one who had lost all 
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sense of the body and, having taken a vow of silence, remained mute even when accosted 
by the people. (29) In towns and villages, mines and hamlets, flower-gardens and habitations 
at the foot of hills, military encampments and cow-pens, in hutments of cowherds as well as 
in the midst of caravans, in mountains and forests, hermitages and other places, wherever 
He happened to be, He was insulted on every road—even as a wild elephant is assailed by 
bees—by vile men, who threatened and (even) beat Him, passed urine and spat on Him 
threw stones, dust and (even) ordure on Him, farted (in His face) and showered abuses on 
Him. He (however) ignored (all) this inasmuch as He never looked upon, as His own self or 
(even) as His own, this illusory habitat in the shape of a body, (wrongly) called as real— 
established as He was in His own glory (glorious essence) consisting in the realization of both 
being and non-being—and roamed about all alone on (this) earth with an undivided 
(undistracted) mind. (30) Appearing in a (charming) form with very soft hands and feet and 
chest, long and rounded arms, shoulders, and neck, an attractive face and other limbs (all) 
symmetrically disposed, and a lovely mouth lit up with a spontaneous and naturally 
captivating smile, He appeared (all the more) lovely with His reddish and large refreshing 
eyes resembling the petals of a fresh, blown lotus. His cheeks, ears, neck and nostrils were 
not only beautiful but uniformly shaped. By the extraordinary gracefulness of His face 
adorned with an enigmatic smile He kindled love in the heart of the women of the city, and 
with the curly yet.matted and auburn luxuriant hair flowing over His face as well as with His 
uncared for and unclean body He looked like one possessed by a demon. (31) 


ae aa a sam cei arrears witofarsarrentafearedt atafteathts 
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When, however, the Lord saw this world directly opposed to His practice of Yoga as it 
were, and the counteraction of such opposition reprehensible, He adopted the mode of life 
of a python (remaining fixed to one spot and working out one's destiny) and not only ate, 
drank and chewed (crisp articles of food) but also passed urine and stool lying down, rolling 
in the faeces till all His limbs were thoroughly daubed with it. (32) The wind perfumed by the 
fragrance of His excrement indeed surcharged with sweet smell the whole area within a 
radius of eighty miles. (33) Similarly, living the life of a bull, deer or crow, he behaved (just) 
like a bull, deer or crow and ate, drank and passed urine while moving about, standing, sitting 
or lying down. (34) Thus adopting various modes of life helpful to the practice of Yoga (in 
order to set an example before Yogis striving to surmount obstacles in the way of their 
practice of Yoga), Lord Rsabhadeva, the Dispenser of final beatitude—who embodied in 
Himself the constant realization of the highest bliss—was endowed in the fullest measure 
with all the objects of human pursuit, which were naturally present in Him, inasmuch as no 
veil in the form of a subtle body existed between Him and Lord Vasudeva, the Soul of all living 
beings, with whom He was perfectly identified. That is why, O king, He did not welcome at 
heart the (extraordinary) powers of Yoga that actually came to Him unsolicited in the form 
of ability to traverse the air, acquiring the swiftness of thought, the power of remaining 
invisible and entering a dead body, the faculty of seeing distant objects and hearing distant 
sounds and so on. (35) 
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Thus ends the fifth discourse forming part of the Narrative of Rsabhadeva, 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Igy WBTSeara: 


Discourse VI _ 
Lord Rsabha quits His body 


King Pariksit said : Surely to those who revel in the Self and have burnt up the seeds 
of (future) actions (in the shape of likes and dislikes and so on) through (the fire of) wisdom 
strengthened by the practice of Yoga. Yogic powers coming unsolicited cannot again prove 
to be a source of evils (such as likes and dislikes). (Why, then, did the Lord not accept 
them?) (1) 

FAIEATA 
arte faneae at Ua a ascot fase Potent Sa Ay eed | Rea aR 

The sage (Suka) replied : What you have observed is (quite) true; but there are some 
(discreet men) in this world who would never feel quite confident about their fickle mind any 
more than a clever hunter would about a deer (trapped by him). (2) Similarly it is said:— 
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"One should never make friends with (rely on the friendship of ) the inconstant mind; 
for as a result of confidence placed in it the austere vow (of chastity)—maintained for a long 
period—even of Lord Siva* (and other stalwarts like the celebrated sage Saubhari t ) was 
broken. (3) The mind of a Yogi (striving mystic) who has made friends with it is ever alert 
to fling the gates open to Lust and other enemies (such as Anger) that follow him—even 
as a faithless wife would allow her paramours to enter her husband's house and murder 
him. (4) What wise man would admit (the trustworthiness of) the mind, which is the root of 
lust, anger, vanity, greed, sorrow, infatuation, fear and other evils and which binds a man 


to his actions ? (5) 

adentaactaneccmist  facanisisacayqaeurerattatactaaracrarat 
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* Vide VIII. xii. 2432. 
+ See IX. vi. 39—52. 
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Lord Rsabhadeva was the very ornament of the protectors of the world (Indra and the 
other gods); yet His divine glory could not be perceived on account of His behaving as 
aforesaid like a stupid fellow and because He had adopted the weird appearance, speech 
and conduct of one who has renounced all worldly attachments and connections. Now, in 
order to teach to the Yogis the process of giving up the ghost He thought of quitting 
(concealing) His body and, constantly viewing the Supreme Spirit—who was directly present 
in Him—as (absolutely) identical (with Himself), ceased to think of His body and gave up His 
identification (even) with the subtle body. (6) When Lord Rsabhadeva was thus rid of (His 
identification with) the subtle body, His visible form continued to wander over this globe due 
to seeming egotism induced by the vestiges of Yogamaya (the divine will to carry on the sport 
of roaming about the earth as a wandering recluse) and, visiting as directed by Providence 
the territories of Konka, Venka, Kutaka and South Karnataka, traversed the forest of the 
Kutaka mountain stark naked, like a madman, with dishevelled hair and with a piece of stone 
in His mouth. (7) Meanwhile a fierce forest conflagration broke out due to the friction of 
bamboos tossed about by the force of wind and, enveloping the forest on all sides, consumed 
the body of Rsabhadeva too alongwith the forest. (8) 
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On hearing about His (queer) ways and imitating them, and deluded by what was 

destined to happen, a foolish ruler of the territories of Konka, Venka and Kutaka—Arhat by 
name—appearing in the Kali age, when unrighteousness will be on the rise, will actually 
abandon the course of his own duty, which is free from risk in everyway, and duly propagate 
according to his own whims an absurd, wrong and heretical creed. (9) Led by him an 
infatuated by the deluding potency of the Lord, many an accursed soul will fall from the 
standards of personal purity and good conduct enjoined upon them by scriptural ordinance 
and, adopting of their own free will impious vows constituting an offence against the gods— 
such as abstaining from bath and Acamana (rinsing the mouth), neglecting personal 
cleanliness and pulling out the hair and so on—will more often than not condemn the Veda, 
the Brahmanas, Lord Visnu (the Deity presiding over the sacrifices) and His devotees, their 
judgment being warped by the Kali age, which is dominated by unrighteousness. (10) And 
assured (of their salvation) by their own arbitrary mode of life—which is not supported by the 
Vedas and which has been indiscriminately followed (as one blind man follows another)— 
they will descend into the dark abyss of hell by their own choice. (11) 
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This descent (manifestation) of the Lord was (specifically) intended to give a lesson in 
the art of liberating oneself to those who are steepedin the quality of Rajas. (12) People recite 
the following verses conformable to the spirit of such teaching:—"Oh, of (all) the Dwipas 
(main divisions) and Varsas (subdivisions) of the earth, girt with the seven oceans, this land 
(later known as Bharatavarsa) is exceptionally holy inasmuch as the people of this land 
celebrate the blessed deeds of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Mura) associated with 
His (various) descents. (13) Oh, the race of Priyavrata is resplendent with glory; for, 
descending in this line, Bhagavan Narayana (the most ancient Person), the Inner Controller 
ofall and the Cause of all causes, observed sacred vows leading to Liberation (which cannot 
be attained through religious rites). (14) Indeed what Yogi—who hankers after the mystic 
powers of Yoga, spurned by Lord Rsabhadeva because of their illusory nature, even though 
striving to serve Him—could even mentally followin the footsteps of that birthless Lord ?" (15) 


oft eH waraaracamEUTa TNT TTT farsa Eat 
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In this way has been narrated (by me) the sacred story of the Lord bearing the name of 
Rsabha, the supremely adored (even) of all the Vedas, the (various) spheres, the gods, the 
Brahmanas and the cows—a story which wipes out all the sins of men (who hear or recite 
it), and is the abode of the highest blessings. Exclusive devotion to the aforesaid Lord 
Vasudeva is developed in the heart of him who constantly listens to it as well as of him who 
regularly recites it (before others) with (ever) increasing reverence and with a concentrated 
mind. (16) Daily and incessantly immersing their soul—(ever) burning with the agonies of 
mundane existence, full of manifold sufferings—in (the stream of) Devotion and deriving 
supreme solace from it, the wise (devotees) show no preference on any account for final 
beatitude, the highest and everlasting object of human pursuit, even if got without asking 
(offered by the Lord Himself), having fully realized their objects in their very devotion to the 


Lord. (17) 
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Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), dear Pariksit, was surely the protector, 

preceptor, deity (the object of worship), beloved friend, and head of the family of your 
grandfathers as well as of the Yadus, and sometimes (when He represented you as your 
ambassador in the court of the Kauravas at Hastinapura) your servant too. He bestows now 
and then (even) final beatitude on those who worship Him; but He never (exceptin very rare 
cases) grants the boon of loving devotion (to His feet). (18) Obeisance to the celebrated Lord 
Rsabhadeva, who is (entirely) free from all cravings, rich as He is in the eternal realization 
of His own Self, and who in His (abounding) compassion revealed the true nature of the 
Self—which is immune from all fear—to men whose mind had long remained oblivious of 
their (genuine) welfare, being constantly engrossed in the thought of body etc., (which are 
other than the Self). (19) 
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Thus ends the sixth discourse forming part of the Narrative of Lord Rsabhadeva, 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
The story of Bharata 
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Sri Suka began again : When Bharata, who was a great devotee of the Lord, was 
mentally appointed by Lord Rsabhadeva (before He retired to the woods) to the rulership of 
the earth (the kingdom of his father), he married Paficajani, a daughter of Viswarupa, intent 
as he was on obeying the command of the Lord. (1) Even as Ahankara (the source of the 
subtle elements) begets the five subtle elements, he (too) begot through her five sons— 
Sumati, Rastrabhrt, Sudarsana, Avarana and Dhimraketu by name—who were entirely 
after him. It is from his time that they call this Varsa (subdivision of Jambudwipa)— 
(heretofore) known by the name of Ajanabha—as Bharata. (2-3) 
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Remaining devoted to his duty like his father (Lord Rsabha) and grandfather (king 
Nabhi), the said monarch, who possessed an extensive knowledge and was extremely 
fond of his subjects, duly protected the people, who (strictly) adhered each to his 
prescribed duty. (4) He also worshipped, with (due) reverence at the appointed hours, 
the Lord appearing (both) in the form of Yajfias (sacrificial performances conducted 
without the Yupa or sacrificial post) and Kratus (those distinguished by the presence of 
such a post) through sacred rites (both) big and small—in the form of Agnihotra, Darga, 
Purnamasa, Caturmasya and Pasusoma of both kinds—those complete in every detail 
and those lacking in some particular—undertaken under proper authority and performed 
with the co-operation of four officiating priests (viz., a Hota, an Adhwaryu, an Udgata and 
a Brahma* ). (5) When the various sacrificial performances were duly carried on with special 


* The duties of all these have been mentioned in the footnote on I. iv. 19. 
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attention to all supplementary rites, and when the Adhwaryus took the oblations (in their 
hands in order to pour them into the sacred fire), the said sacrificer (Emperor Bharata), 
mentally offered the reward, which was expected from a particular sacrifice, in the form of 
a virtue known by the name of Dharma (religious merit), entirely to Lord Vasudeva, the 
transcendent Reality and the Supreme Deity, who is not only the Soul of sacrifices but their 
actual doer too, being the Ruler of the gods represented by the several Mantras (sacred 
texts) symbolic of the different deities. And his passions (in the form of likes and dislikes) 
having been attenuated by his sagacity (in offering the fruit to the Lord), he contemplated on 
the deities enjoying a share in the sacrificial offering as so many limbs of (rather than as so 
distinct from) the Supreme Person. (6) When his mind was thus thoroughly purified through 
the extreme purity of his actions, there arose (in his heart) loving devotion—which grew 
exceptionally intense everyday—to Lord Vasudeva, the transcendent Reality, appearing in 
the space within his heart in the form of the Supreme Person (Bhagavan Narayana), 

distinguished by the mark of Srivatsa (the foot-print of Bhrgu), the gem known by the name 
of Kaustubha, a wreath of sylvan flowers, a discus, a mace and so on, nay, remaining 
immovable like a portrait in the heart of his devotees and shining brightly in his own mind as 


the Inner Controller.(7) 
i Stayt | vanvasar fred faqtarme 
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Having concluded at the end of ten million years that the store of merit ened for 
his royal fortune must have thus been exhausted by that time, he proportionately divided 
among his own sons the hereditary fortune he had been legitimately enjoying (till then), and 
himself retired as a recluse from his own residence, which was the abode of all prosperity, 
to the hermitage of the sage Pulaha (situated on the bank of the river Gandaki and known 
as the Salagramaksetra*). (8) Impelled by His paternal affection for His own devotees 
residing in that hermitage, itis said, Lord Sri Hari reveals Himself there in their desired form 
even today. (9) The holy river Cakranadi (Gandaki or Gandaka) hallows on all sides the 
(various) places of this hermitage through contact with circular (wheel-like) pebbles having 
nave-like marks on both sides (above as well as below). (10) 
afer ara faa W Uae: Urea fafaere quieacraqeiaa rate: 
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Duly performing all alone the worship of the Lord through flowers and tender leaves of 

various kinds, particularly the leaves of the holy basil plant, and water as well as through 
edibles such as bulbs, roots and fruits, in a lonely retreat in the grove of the said hermitage, 
Bharata was rid of all craving for the pleasures of sense and, developing (great) tranquillity 
of mind, derived supreme gratification. (11) 


rarunfearaqe sahara watt Ta POTEET ea: 
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* So-called because it abounds in Salagrama-Silas or sacred stones symbolic of Lord Visnu and found rolling in the 
bed of the river Gandaki. 
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His heart melted and was benumbed (as it were) under the pressure of exceptionally 
increasing love for the Lord, occasioned by incessant worship of the Supreme Person carried 
onin the aforesaid manner. The hair stood on their end all over his body as a result of intense 
delight; his eyes were bedimmed by tears of love proceeding from an ardent longing (to meet 
the Lord); and his consciousness being drowned in the deep lake of his heart, brimming over 
with supreme felicity flowing from devotion—which was enriched by constant thought of 
the feet of his beloved Lord, red as a lotus—he forgot even the worship that was being done 
by him as aforesaid. (12) Having thus undertaken vows of propitiating the Lord and looking 
very bright in his covering of deerskin and with his head of tawny, curly and matted hair wet 
through ablutions performed thrice (everyday), he waited upon the all-effulgent Lord 
Narayana (the Supreme Person)—as manifested in the orb of the rising sun—with hymns 
addressed to the sun-god and prayed as-follows :— (13) 
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The Light (constituting the very essence) of the sun-god, which lies beyond the material 
plane (is made up of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), dispenses the fruit of our 
actions, it is the same Light which evolved this (phenomenal) universe by Its mere thought 
and again, entering it (as Its Inner Controller), protects the Jiva, seeking Its protection, with 
Its power of consciousness. We resort to that Light, which propels our intellect.* (14) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse, forming part of the story of Emperor Bharata, dealing 
(mainly) with the worship of the Lord, in Book Five of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STATA Sea: 


Discourse VIII 
Bharata conceives an infatuation for a fawn and is reborn as a deer 
aye FarI 
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Sri Suka began again : Having bathed in the great river (Gandaki) and having finished 
his routine of religious duties (both of an obligatory nature and those demanded by particular 
occasions) as well as other unavoidable duties (such as easing nature), one day, Bharata 


squatted on the bank of the river for three Muhtrtas (nearly two hours and a half), repeating 
the sacred syllable Om. (1) Meanwhile, on that spot, O king, a deer approached the river bank 


*This explains the meaning of the holy Gayatri-Mantra. 
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all alone to drink water. (2) While it was yet avidly drinking water, there arose a loud, deep 
and hoarse sound—striking terror into the heart of all—of a lion roaring not very far from that 
place. (3) Hearing the sound, that deer, which was shy by its very nature and (already) looked 
with bewildered eyes, felt all the more perturbed at heart, overcome as it was with the fear 
of the lion, and precipitately leapt across the stream, its eyes swimming and its thirst not yet 
quenched. (4) 
Te Sa aad severed atareiar ai: arafe frooaiy 
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Even as the déer, which was big with young, took the leap the foetus, that had been 
dislodged through excessive fear, came out of the vagina and fell into the stream. (5) Afflicted 
with exhaustion caused by the premature delivery and the (unusually long) leap (taken by 
it) as well as with fear (of the lion), and (further) strayed from its troop, the female deer 
dropped down in some cavern and died. (6) 
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Moved with compassion at the sight of the helpless young deer, forsaken (by its mother) 
and being swept away by the current, the royal sage picked it up and took it to the hermitage, 
like a (true) friend, knowing it to be motherless. (7) As Bharata (now) intensely thought of the 
young deer as his own (charge) and conceived an attachment for it by nourishing it, 
protecting it (from wolves and other carnivorous animals), caressing it and humouring it (by 
scratching and stroking its body) everyday, all his routine duties (such as bathing) including 
practices of self-restraint as well as his devotional duties such as the worship of the Lord 
came to be neglected one by one and (were all) actually abandoned in the course of a few 
days. (8) "Oh, torn from its class as well as from its near and dear ones and alas ! brought 
under my protection by the fast rotating wheel of Time, this helpless young deer has accepted. 
me alone for its parents, kith and kin and mates, knowing no one else, and has great 
confidence in me. Hence it behoves me (too) to nourish, protect (from enemies), gratify and 
fondle in an uncavilling spirit this fawn exclusively depending on me, knowing as | do that it 
is sinful to forsake him who seeks my protection. (9) Surely worthy and pious souls who are 
given to self-control and are friends of the poor ignore their own big interests for the sake of 
such (wretched) creatures.” (10) 
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Having thus developed an attachment for it, Bharata's heart remained knit with bonds of 


love to that young of a deer even while he sat (on the ground), lay asleep, sauntered (here 
and there), remained standing, ate his food and on other such occasions. (11) When he 
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thought of fetching (blades of) KuSa grass, flowers, sticks for the sacrificial fire, leaves, fruits, 
roots or water, he repaired to the woods alongwith the young deer, apprehending danger 
from wolves and dogs and other (carnivorous) animals. (12) Nay, when due to its innocence 
it got stuck up at some place on the wayside, he picked it up and bore it on his shoulder out 
of tenderness with a heart full of great affection and, holding it thus on his lap 4nd bosom, 
experienced supreme felicity in fondling it. (13) Even while (actually) performing (some) ritual 
act, the emperor would rise at frequent intervals (to cast a look at it); and, when he had seen 
it, he pronounced his benedictions on it with a reassured mind, saying "May you be safe on 
all sides, my darling !" (14) 
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At othertimes (whenever he failed to see it) he would feel extremely perturbed like a miser 
who had lost his fortune and, sorrowing for it alone with a heart full of agony and 
overwhelmed with grief at his separation from that young deer, and actually infatuated by an 
inordinate longing to see it, pitifully exclaimed, it is said, as follows:—(15) “Oh, will that poor 
young deer, the offspring of a deceased mother, return (to this spot), reposing confidence 
by virtue of its own credulity in me—a wicked and unlucky soul, deceitful as a cheat and hard- 
hearted like a hunter—and overlooking like a saint my wicked nature ? (16) Shalll see it (once 
more) grazing in safety tender blades of grass in the grove of this hermitage, protected by 
Providence ? (17) May it not be that a wolf or a dog or any other (carnivorous) beast roaming 
all alone (such as the tiger) or going about in herds (as for instance the boar ) will devour it ?(18) 
Lo! the Lord (the sun-god) who has the three Vedas for His body and who rises for the welfare 
of the whole world is going down; but the pledge of the doe is not yet returning to me. (19) 
Will that prince of a deer (ever) come back and delight me—an unlucky soul relieving the. 
sorrow ofits kith and kin by its manifold, delightful and charming fawn-like sports ? (20) When 
| closed my eyes in jest putting up a false show of meditation, it would approach me greatly 
agitated and, feeling indignant through love, would strike me with the end of its horns, soft 
as a drop of water. (21) When, on the Kusa grass—uwith the offering for the sacred fire placed 
on it—being polluted (by it through the impure touch of its mouth), it was scolded by me, it 
got much frightened and instantly abandoning (its) playfulness, would sit (motionless) like 
a young hermit with all its senses fully controlled. (22) 


pandas feat waiver canst wiial 231 afar omrarqgufiind 
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"Oh, what austerities have been performed by this fortunate Earth, who by the series of 
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impressions imprinted (on her bosom) by the feet of that docile young of a black antelope with 
their tiny, lovely, most propitious and soft hoofs not only reveals the tracks of my fortune to 
my wretched self, robbed of his wealth and therefore miserable, but at the same time adorns 
her own person on all sides and turns it into a sacrificial ground* for the twice born seeking 
after heaven or final beatitude. (23) (Observing the dark spot in the moon, which is likened 
by poetic fancy to the figure of a deer, and imagining it to be his own pet deer) May it be that 
the glorious moon-god (the lord of the stars), who is (so) kind to the afflicted, is protecting 
(has taken under his own fostering care) that young deer, whose mother died from fear of 
a lion, and that has strayed‘from its abode ? (24) (Deriving solace from this idea as well as 
from the cool and refreshing moonbeams) Or is it that he is soothing—by the cool and placid 
slobber, in the form of nectarean rays flowing copiously from his mouth through iove—me, 
the lotus of whose heart has been burning with the flames of wild fire, in the form of agony 
caused by separation from my pet (that was like a son to me), and who had followed (in 


search of) that young of a deer." (25) 
Taneradun armored fauiota: Barras 
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Troubled at heart with such fantastic ideas, Bharata (who was engaged in austerities for 
union with the Lord through Devotion and spiritual enlightenment) was diverted from the 
practices leading to such union as well as from (devotional) practices in the form of worship 
of the Lord by his own (evil) destiny appearing in the form of that young antelope ! Otherwise 
how could there appear (such a strong) attachment for the young of a deer, that belonged 
to a different species, in (the mind of) one who had already left his own sons, so difficult to 
part with, as a direct impediment to (the attainment of) final beatitude. While the royal sage 
Bharata was lost in self-oblivion, the practice of Yoga commenced by him having been thus 
interrupted, and his mind (ever) engrossed in the thought of nourishing, protecting, 
humouring and caressing the young deer, the hour of death, which is difficult to overpass and 
which approaches with terrible speed, arrived even as a serpent would run up to the hope 
of a rat. (26) Continuing even at that time to look intently on the deer, that was lamenting by 
his side like a (real) son, with his thought fixed on that animal alone, Bharata, on quitting that 
body (the body of a royal sage) simultaneously with the deer, attained (in his next birth) the 
body of a deer as any other mortal would do (under similar conditions). Of course the memory 
of his previous life did not leave him as did the dead body. (27) Recollecting—by virtue of the 
sustained endeavours (in his previous existence) to propitiate the Lord—even in that 
incarnation the cause of his being reborn as a deer, and repenting bitterly, he said (to himself 


* The sanctity of a tract of land inhabited by the black antelope is proclaimed by the Smrtis in the following words :— 
ais Sa WT: Foe wala Pate 


“Acquire the knowledge of your duties in that land where resides the black antelope." 
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as follows):— (28) "Oh, how painful it is that | have strayed from the path trodden by the self- 
poised in that, even though | had completely shaken off all attachments, and, strong-willed 
as | was, had retired to a lonely and holy forest, my mind—which had been wholly devoted 
to and thoroughly concentrated in Lord Vasudeva, the Self of all (individual) selves, in course 
of time, every hour of which was (fully) utilized through diligent application to sacred pursuits 
such as constantly listening to, fixing one's mind on and duly chanting His names and 
praises, worshipping Him and incessantly thinking of Him—slipped in no time after the young 
of a deer, a fool that | was." (29) 


FRAT HIATT AISA | Bo | ATHY Saret Wea: ARTST YMA STATA: 
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With this feeling of remorse fully disguised, Bharata (reincarnated as a deer) forsook his 
mother (the doe) and returned from (the mountain of) Kalafijara (his birth-place) to the 
hermitage of the sage Pulastya and Pulaha, also known by the name of Salagrama-Ksetra, 
a site consecrated to the Lord and a favourite resort of hermits naturally given to self- 
control.(30) Awaiting his death (every moment) and terribly afraid of attachment, he lived 
there too all by himself, subsisting on dry leaves, blades of grass and low shrubs and looking 
forward to the exhaustion of the stock of Karma responsible for his birth as a deer, and 
(eventually, when the hour of death arrived) cast off his bestial form, a part of which had been 
laid* (by him) under the water of the holy river (Gandaki). (31) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, forming part of the story of Bharata, 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STN AGHA: 


Discourse IX 
Bharata reborn for a second time in a Brahmana family 


* Death with half of one's body immersed in the water of a holy river orlake or the oceanis believed to confer great religious 
merit on the dying soul and the posture has been referred to in the scriptures under the name of Ardhajala. The great Bharata 
was evidently put in mind of this purificatory process while casting off the form of a deer. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Now from the loins of a certain holy Brahmana—the foremost in 
the line of the (celebrated) sage Angira ( a mind-born son of Brahma)—who had (duly) 
controlled his mind and senses, was rich in asceticism and the study of the Vedas, liberality, 
endurance, modesty, the knowledge of rituals, freedom from jealousy, knowledge of the 
Spirit (as distinct from the body etc.), and felicity (arising out of piety) were born through 
the same mother nine sons—{all) like himself in learning, good character, purity of conduct, 
comeliness of form, generosity and other virtues—and a son and a daughter (born as 
twins) through the younger wife. (1) Of these twins the male child was, they say, (the same 
as) that supreme devotee of the Lord, the foremost of royal sages, Bharata, who, having 
shed his bestial form, had in that last incarnation attained the state of a Brahmana. ( 2) 
Apprehending his fall through attachment to his people in that incarnation too and 
(therefore) terribly afraid of such attachment—remembering as he did, by the grace of the 
Lord, (the story of) a series of his previous incarnations—he showed himself to the world 
as an insane, stupid, blind and deaf fellow, clasping firmly with his mind the Lord's lotus- 
feet, that break asunder the fetters of Karma in the case of those who hear of those feet, 
think of them or utter their praises. (3) 
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The Brahmana, whose heart was knit with (ties of parental) affection to the child, actually 
performed all the Sarmskaras (purificatory rites) up to the ceremony of Samavartana* 
(returning from the house of the preceptor after finishing one's study of the Vedas) according 
to precept even with respect to such a (stupid) son indeed, and, on the boy being invested 
with the sacred thread, he further instructed him well in the method of personal purity, rinsing 
his mouth (after easing nature, eating something and on other similar occasions) and other 
rules of conduct—even though they were not liked (by the boy)—believing as he did that a 
son must be instructed (in the rules of good conduct) by his father. (4) The child, however, 
did everything (taught by his father) topsyturvy as it were in the very presence of his father, 
with the result that the Brahmana, who wanted to start instructing him in the Vedas (as soon 
as the rains set in) was able to teach the boy the three-footed (holy) Gayatri-Mantra (sacred 
to the sun-god) along with the Vyahrtis (the mystic syllables Bhth, Bhuvah and Swah, 
prefixed to the Gayatri-Mantra each time it is repeated) and the-sacred syllable OM, the 
(very) crown of the Vedic texts, only in a disjointed fashion (without proper intonation) 
although he learnt it continuously all the (four) months of spring and summer. (5) 

wa aa aereqraiiafes: 8 «—- sirereeeraatreqdaeyysyaureita- 
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Having thus fondly given his heart to his son, who was his very self, he taught him 
personal purity, the recitation (with proper intonation) of the Vedas, austerities, self- 
discipline, service of the preceptor and offering worship to the (sacred) fire and other duties 
of a religious student observing celibacy for a limited period only, even though they were 

*The Brahmana had no intention to marry the boy obviously because he was stupid to all appearance. Hence there was 


no occasion for the performance of other Sarhskaras beyond the ceremony of Samavartana, which is in ordinary cases closely 
followed by the nuptial ceremony. 
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neglected by the boy—clinging to the ill-conceived notion that a son must be taught (under 
all circumstances). But, before his ambition (of seeing his son a learned man) could be 
realized, the Brahmana, who was himself steeped in error, was snatched away by the ever- 
vigilant Death at his very home. (6) Thereupon the younger wife of the Brahmana entrusted 
her twin-born children to (the care of) her co-wife and herself attained to the realm where her 
(deceased) husband had gone, by (ascending his pyre and) dying after him. (7) 
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On the father's death, the brothers (of the boy)—who were ignorant of his greatness and 
who had concluded the knowledge of the three Vedas (throwing light on rituals alone) to be 
the highest knowledge and attached no importance to the knowledge of the Self (which is 
the highest knowledge)—decided to give up their insistence on teaching their brother, taking 
him to be a dunce. (8) As for Bharata, when he was addressed as a lunatic, a dullard ora 
deaf fellow by the common people, the two-footed brutes, he spoke words befitting such a 
description and would do work as desired by others when compelled to do so. (Nay,) he 
would eat any food got through forced labour or by way of remuneration (for services done 
by him), by begging or without asking, no matter whether it was scanty or plentiful, tasteful 
or bad, but never for the gratification of his senses. For, having realized his oneness with the 
all-blissful Self—that is of the nature of absolute Consciousness, ever without cause and 
shining by Itself—he never identified himself with the body in joy or sorrow occasioned by 
pairs of opposites (such as honour and ignominy). (9) He roamed about like a bull, bare- 
bodied alike in heat and cold, as well as in storm and rain, yet stout and muscular, with his 
spiritual glory concealed under ( a coating of) dirt that he had put on by lying down to sleep 
on the (bare) ground, and because of his never rubbing or washing his body—even like a 
precious jewel (whose splendour had been obscured by dust)—his loins covered by a dirty 
rag, and a still dirtier sacred thread on his person, and slighted by men who were ignorant 
of his worth by being (contemptuously) called a Dwija (a member of the twice-born classes), 
the son of a Brahmana (a Brahmana in name only) and so on. (10) When, however, he was 
seen seeking his morsel of food (livelihood) from others-through work done on wage, and was 
(accordingly) set to work at the field even by his brothers, he did the same. But he never cared 
to Know whether the ground was level or uneven and whether he did more or less ( than what 
was required of him), and ate as ambrosia even broken rice, oil-cakes, husk, worm-eaten 
grains and the charred remains of boiled rice etc., sticking to the bottom of a cooking-pot and 
other such things. (11) 
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Now onacertain occasion a chieftain of the Sddras (thieves), desirous of anissue (amale 
child), proceeded to behead a human victim (as a sacrifice) to Goddess Bhadrakali. (12) 
Pursuing at dead of night the tracks of the man intended to be sacrificed, who had 
providentially escaped, the servants of that chieftain were unable to find him out in that dark 
night and by chance saw Bharata (the son of a Brahmana who was foremost in the line of 
the sage Angira), busy guarding the fields against (the intrusion of) deer, boars etc., froma 
shed overlooking the fields. (13) Finding him faultless in every limb and (thus) feeling assured 
that the purpose of their master would be accomplished, they bound the sage with a rope and 
took him to the shrine of Goddess Candika, their faces blooming with joy. (14) 
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Then the burglars washed him according to their own traditional usage, provided him with 

anew piece of cloth and graced him with jewels, sandal paste, a wreath of flowers, a sacred 
mark on the forehead and so on, and, when he had had his meal, they seated the human 
victim (with his head bent low) in front of Goddess Bhadrakall according to the standard rules 
of animal sacrifice, offering incense, light, a wreath of flowers, parched grains of paddy, 
young leaves, sprouts, fruits and sweets etc., (to the goddess) and loudly singing (devo- 
tional) songs and hymns and sounding clay and wooden tomtoms (as an accompaniment 
to their music). (15) Then the thief officiating as a priest to the chieftain of the Sidras took 
up a most fearful and sharp-edged sword, that had been (duly) consecrated by pronouncing 
on ita Mantra sacred to Goddess Bhadrakali, with a view to sating Her with the inebriating 
blood of a human victim. (16) 
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Perceiving the immolation, not permitted even when falling in the category of a slaughter 
permissible in the face of imminent danger to life, of the son of a Brahmana sage, who had 
actually become one with the Infinite, and who not only bore enmity to none but was friendly 
to all living beings—a most horrible act on the part of those Sidras, in whom the qualities of 
Rajas and Tamas naturally predominated, nay, whose mind had been puffed up with the 
pride of wealth, which taints one's souls, and who wilfully trod the evil path, disregarding the 
Brahmana race—who represent a ray of the Lord—and delighted in acts of violence, the 
same Goddess Bhadrakali suddenly emerged (from the image), Her (divine) body severely 
burning with the spiritual glory of the Brahmana, most difficult to bear. (17) With Her arched 
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eyebrows thrown up in the vehemence of extreme indignation and intensity of rage, curved 
teeth and wild bloodshot eyes She assumed a most dreadful aspect, as if intending to destroy 
the (whole) world, laughed a terrible horse-laugh in great anger and, springing up from the 
altar and lopping off the heads of those wicked sinners with the same sword (with which they 
were going to behead the Brahmana), drank to satiety along with Her retinue the exceedingly 
hot and inebriating blood streaming forth from their necks. Then, overpowered with 
intoxication through excessive drink, She sang at the pitch of Her voice along with Her 
attendants and also danced and played with the (amputated) heads like balls. (18) Even so 
indeed does an act of transgression against exalted souls in the form of an attempt to kill them 
recoils in its entirety upon the offender himself. (19) Nor is this any great wonder, O 
Visnudatta (a name of Pariksit, who was so-called because of his having been restored to 
life by Lord Visnu Himself appearing in the form of Sri Krsna), that perfect equanimity should 
reign even on the eve of being beheaded in the mind of sages who are at the same time 
devoted to the Lord, who have succeeded in resolving the exceptionally hard knot existing 
in their heart in the form of self-identification with the body, mind and senses etc., who are 
friends, nay, the very Self ofall living beings, who bear enmity to none, and who are protected 
on all sides by the (ever) vigilant Lord Himself with the help of His equally Vigilant weapon, 
the great discus (Sudarsana), and through various forms (such as that of Goddess 
Bhadrakali), inasmuch as they have resorted (for protection) to the soles of His feet, where 
there is no fear from any quarter. (20) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse, forming part of the story of Jadabharata 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


31 SMAI SeaTa: 


Discourse X 


The meeting of Jadabharata with king Rahtgana 
aye FAI 
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Sri Suka began again : A (certain) king of the principalities of Sindhu and Sauvira, 
Rahtigana (by name), was (once) going (in a palanquin to meet the divine sage Kapila to 
receive instruction in spiritual knowledge). While looking on the bank of the Iksumati river for 
aman to serve as a bearer of his palanquin, the mate of the bearers came across this eminent 
Brahmana as pre-arranged by Providence. On the ground that he was stout, young and 
muscular and fit to carry a (heavy) load like an ox or a donkey, he was caught hold of by force 
along with those already employed to work without any wage, and that highly dignified soul 
bore the palanquin, even though he did not deserve such humiliation. (1) 
Ger fe - 3 x ; fz fi fi . fi fi . 
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When the gait of the (other) men (bearing the palanquin) did not fall in line with that of 
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the holy Brahmana, who stepped forward only after (carefully) surveying the ground (ahead 
of him) up to a distance of three feet only (the standard length of an arrow), king Rahugana, 
on finding his palanquin irregularly borne, said to the bearers, "O bearers ! March properly. 
Why is the palanquin borne irregularly in this way ?" (2) 


ag a $yataa: aorequravdioiarstsartaed fags: 131 
Now, on hearing the reproachful words of their master and afraid at heart of punishment 
(the last of the four methods of correcting a man, viz., conciliation, gift, sowing seeds of 
dissension, and coercion), they submitted to him (as follows) :— (3) 
aad Aaa WaT waraarUaT: area SETA: | cea Pgedtsha a at sate APA 
We agg = aa UA sia ¥ | 
"We are not remiss, O ruler of men; (strictly) obeying your commands, we bear the 
palanquin quite well. Though engaged just now, this (new) man does not walk quickly. We 
are, therefore, unable to bear the palanquin with him." (4) 
Tet wa safsaqeists fate aempa fugkaafaesaadss wae 
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Hearing (their) piteous words,king Rahdgana concluded that the fault appearing in one 
through contact (with others) is sure to become the fault of all who are connected with that 
person. Even though he had sat at the feet of sages, his Ksatriya spirit prevailed over him. 
His judgment having been clouded by the element of Rajas, he felt a bit enraged and spoke 
(ironically as follows) to that Brahmana, whose spiritual glory was not distinctly perceived 
like (the brilliance of) fire (embers) covered with ashes :— (5) “Whata pity, brother ! You are 
evidently very tired, (it seems) you have borne the palanquin single-handed all this long way 
(and) for long hours (too) and none of these other associates (of yours), O friend, have shared 
your burden (at all). (Besides) you are neither very stout nor possessed of an adamantine 
frame and are oppressed with old age (too)." Even when taunted unsparingly in this way, the 
sage, who had become one with the Infinite and never entertained the false notion of ‘I’ or 
‘mine’ with regard to his ultimate body—which was nothing but a concatenation of various 
limbs put together in a particular disposition, consisting as it did of the five gross elements, 
the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action), the 
(impressions of) past actions (both meritorious and sinful) and the mind (the seat or 
storehouse of such impressions), evolved by ignorance, and (therefore) unreal —quietly bore 
the palanquin (even) as before. (6) 

ae Ua: taefearat farararat i wefaa sara temo: fesfrent a sraaqet aT 
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King Rahigana, however, flew into a rage on his palanquin being borne irregularly again, 
and said,"Oh, what does this mean ? Though living, you are (as good as) dead in that you 
ignore me (my presence) and transgress the commands of your lord. | shall accordingly 
correct you, perverse as you are—even as Yama (the god of punishment) chastises the 
people—so that you may recover your senses." (7) : 

Ufrsanihrd B WTA ATEIUT AAA: AA ART Svat at Ahoy STAT 
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To Rahugana who had in his pride mixed with anger (a product of Rajoguna) and 
infatuation ( a product of Tamoguna or ignorance) slighted (through Bharata) all the 
devotees of the Lord (who constitute His favourite abode) and thought himself to be a wise 
man although he was not much acquainted with the ( queer and deluding) ways of masters 
of Yoga, and was at the same time talking much nonsense, accounting himself to be a ruler 
of men —that worshipful Brahmana, who had become one with Brahma (the Infinite) and was 
a friend, nay, the very self of all living beings, smilingly spoke as follows, even though he was 
altogether free from pride:—(8) 
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The Brahmana said : What has been (ironically) hinted at by you (just now’), (viz., that 
| am in no way fatigued and that | have not borne the palanquin to along distance) is evidently 
true and constitutes no reproach. It would be a slur if this burden borne on (the shoulders of) 
its bearer (the body), O valiant king, had rested on me (the incorporeal Spirit, who has no 
burden at all) and if the goal to be reached or the way (leading to it), existing in the eyes of 
the goer (the moving body), had reference to me (the all-pervading and, therefore, 
immovable Spirit). (Even so) the epithet 'stout' is used by the wise with reference to a body 
(a conglomerate of the five gross elements) alone and never in relation to the incorporeal 
Spirit. (9) Stoutness and leanness, (bodily) ailments and (mental) worries, hunger and thirst, 
fear and strife, desire and old age, sleep and attachment to the pleasures of sense, anger 
and vanity arising from egotism, and grief appear (only) in one who is born with a feeling of 
identification with the body and not in me (the pure Self). (10) Death synchronous with life, 
O king, is as a rule perceived in everything which undergoes transformation; for whatever 
undergoes transformation has a beginning and an end (too). And orders should be given 
by one and carried out by another without fail only where the relation of servant and master 
is fixed (unchangeable), O praiseworthy monarch! (11) (In our case itis not so; for you can 
become a servant and | your master if there is a revolution.) And we do not find the slightest 
occasion (justification) for the notion of difference (as between a master and servant) apart 
from usage or convention. Under such circumstances who is the ruler and who, the servant 
(fit to be ruled) ? Nevertheless, O king, (if you account yourself a master, tell me,) what can 
we do for you (what service can we render to you ?). (12) And what object will be gained 


* Vide passage 6 above. 
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by you, O valiant monarch, by correcting me or teaching a lesson to me, who behave like 
a lunatic, a sot or a dunce, even though established in my own Self. And if | am (really) 
stupid or drunk, giving alesson to me will be (as unprofitable and preposterous as) grinding 


flour. (13) siye Tare 
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Sri Suka continued : Having made this brief reply in the form of a bare statement of facts, 
the great sage (Bharata)—who was tranquil by nature and in whom the cause (in the shape 
of ignorance) for identification with the body had (altogether) ceased—bore the palanquin 
even as before in order to exhaust the stock of Karma which had already begun to bear fruit, 
by reaping its consequences. (14) On hearing the reply of the Brahmana, which was capable 
of resolving the knot (of ignorance) existing in one's heart, and was (at the same time) borne 
out by many a work on Self-knowledge, the said ruler of the territories of Sindhu and Sauvira 
too, who had by virtue of (his) genuine faith acquired the (necessary) qualification for 
enquiring into the Truth, quickly alighted (from his conveyance) and, asking forgiveness (for 
his fault) and approaching (touching) the soles of his feet with his head, spoke (as follows), 
completely rid of his pride of sovereignty :— (15) 
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“Who are you, that go about incognito and wear the sacred thread (a distinguishing mark) 
of the twice-born ? If you are an Avadhita (one who has shaken off all worldly feeling and 
obligation), which (of the well-known Avadhitas, such as the divine sage Dattatreya and 
others) may you be ? (Again,) whose son are you and born at what place, and wherefore 
are you here ? If (you have come here) for our good, are you not the sage Kapila (who is 
Sattva personified) ? (16) | fear neither the thunderbolt of Indra (the lord of paradise) nor the 
trident of Lord Siva (the three-eyed) nor (even) the rod (of punishment) of Yama (the god of 
retribution) nor (again) the weapons of the fire-god, the sun-god, the moon-god, the wind- 
god and Kubera (the lord of riches); but | am terribly afraid of showing disrespect to the 
Brahmana race. (17) Tell me (all) this, (as to who you are) roaming about as you do like a 
dunce, with your greatness in the shape of profound wisdom fully disguised, free from 
attachment and possessing infinite glory. Your words which are replete with Self-Knowledge, 
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O pious sage, cannot be penetrated (correctly understood) even with the help of intuition.(18) 
Moreover, | was (just) proceeding to ask Lord Kapila—who is no other than Sri Hari, 
descended (on earth) with a view to imparting (true) knowledge, nay, who is the Master of 
Yoga and the supreme preceptor of sages knowing the truth about the Self—whatis the (true) 
asylum in this world. (19) May it be that you are the same Lord Kapila going about incognito 
in order to examine the condition of the world ? How can he whois tied to his home and whose 
intellect is blinded (by infatuation) understand the ways of Masters of Yoga ? (20) 
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"| have known weariness being felt by me through activity (in the form of fighting in war) 
and infer that the same must (likewise) be experienced by you while bearing a load and 
walking (with the same). The phenomenal world too ought to have a reality at its bottom; for 
otherwise it will have no utility nor will it be possible to take any work from it, any more than 
one can fetch water and so on in an unreal jar. (21) (Itis a matter of common experience that) 
in consequence of a kettle being heated by fire the water (contained in it) also gets fully 
heated and due to the heat of the water the grains of rice (that are being boiled in it) get 
softened (first) and (then) their interior too; and the heat thus conducted from the pot to the 
water and from the water to the exterior of the grains in the first instance and later on to their 
interior as well is not unreal. Even so, due to contact (identification) with the body, as well 
as with the Indriyas (the senses of perception and the organs of action) and the mind, their 
experiences (in the form of fatigue, the feeling of heat and cold and so on) are (gradually) 
transmitted to the soul (as well) because of its taking upon itself the attributes of its 
conditioning vestures. (22) (Granted that the relation of master and servant subsisting 
between a ruler and his subjects is not permanent or unchangeable) a king is (nevertheless 
for the time being) the ruler and protector of the people. He who is a servant (of the Lord, that 
is, he who does his duty as a piece of service to the Lord) does not grind what is already 
ground (undertake an unprofitable business), for (although he may not be able to rida dunce 
of his stupidity by upbraiding him for his remissness, he thereby carries out the Lord's behests 
and) by offering worship to the Lord in the shape of performing his duty he is able to get rid 
of his stock of sins. (23) Therefore, may you be pleased, O friend of the afflicted, to cast a 
kindly look on me, who have slighted the most holy (like you) through vanity arising from 
consciousness of my being a ruler of men, so that | may (be able to) get rid of the sin incurred 
by showing disrespect to pious souls. (24) Although there is no agitation in you, who are a 
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friend and a well-wisher of the (whole) universe and have entirely ceased to identify 
yourself with the body because of your undifferentiating outlook, a man like me is sure to 
perish at no distant date as a result of his own misdeed in the shape of despising exalted 
souls, even if he were (as great and powerful as ) Lord Siva (the Wielder of a trident) 
Himself.” (25) 


- Thus ends the tenth discourse in Book Five of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XI 
Bharata's teaching to king Rahigana 
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The Brahmana (Bharata) replied : Though ignorant, you make speeches like the 
rejoinders of learned men. Hence you are in no way the best among those who are 
exceptionally wise. For the knowers of truth never discuss these mundane relations (e. g., 
that of master and servant) along with an enquiry into the (absolute) Reality. (That is to say, 
they never recognize them as an absolute truth.) (1) Even so, O king, in the Vedic texts 
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glorifying heavenly enjoyments and the means of attaining them—extensively figuring in the 
branch of knowledge (known by the name of Kalpa and) elaborating the numerous rituals 
connected with household life—an exposition of truth containing no suggestion in favour of 
injury to life and free from partiality and prejudice does not, as a matter of fact, generally 
appear. (2) Even the utterances (of the Upanisads) which are (held to be) the.most sacred 
(representing as they do the very crown of the Vedas) have not proved adequate to reveal 
the truth directly to him by whom the (heavenly) bliss resulting from sacrificial acts pertaining 
to household life is not spontaneously concluded to be worth throwing away on the analogy 
of a dream. (3) So long as the mind of a man is dominated by Sattva, Rajas or Tamas, it 
continues unchecked to yield him ( a crop of) virtue or sin through his senses of perception 
and organs of action. (4) This mind (which is a conditioning vesture of the soul and therefore 
stands identified with it) is a storehouse of impressions (of virtuous and sinful actions), is 
attached to the pleasures of sense, tossed about by the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and 
hence liable to disturbances in the form of lust, anger and so on. It is the foremost among 
the sixteen constituents of the subtle body and, (successively) clothing itself with diverse 
forms under different names, makes for a higher or lower form of life. (5) Embracing 
(enveloping) the embodied soul connected with it, the mind—which is an adjunct of the soul, 
brought forth by Maya (the deluding potency of the Lord), and which inveigles the soul into 
the whirlpool of birth and death—yields at the proper time pleasure and pain and the other 
inevitable fruit different from both (viz., insensateness). (6) It is only till then (so long as the 
mind exists) that these phenomena of the waking and dream states ever shine forth and 
continue to be perceived by the knowing subject. It is therefore that the knowers of truth 
declare the mind to be the cause of the degraded state of mundane life (the state of being 
identified with the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti) as well as of the highest state of liberation 
(which lies beyond the reaim of the three Gunas). (7) A mind attached to the pleasures of 
sense (which are modifications of the three Gunas) leads to misery (in the shape of birth and 
death); while that which is free from their influence makes for final beatitude. Even as a light 
solongas it consumes a wick soakedin clarified butter emits a flame crowned with soot, while 
at other times (when the butter has been consumed) it returns to its original (unmanifest) 
state, so does a mind attached to the objects of sense as well as to actions flows in various 
(impure) currents, whereas it returns to its (pure)essence (the quality of Sattva) when it is no 
longer attached to them. (8) 
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the eleven currents through which the mind-substance flows. And the wise declare the five 
forms of organic activity, the five subtle elements and the body as the eleven receptacles into 
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which these currents flow, O valiant king ! (9) Smell, colour, touch, taste and sound are the 
objects of the (five) senses of perception; defecation, coition, locomotion, speech and 
grasping or releasing an object—these are the (five) functions of the organs of action; and 
acknowledging the body as 'mine'—which is the eleventh—is the function of the ego-sense. 
Others declare awareness of the body as one's own self (‘I') as the twelfth current of the mind 
(their contention being that it is the sensible alone who acknowledge the body as ‘mine’, i.e., 
something other than their self, the ignorant regarding it as their very self). And they speak 
of the body (the object of theaforesaid awareness) as the twelfth object (of the activities of 
the mind). (10) Due to the endless variety of objects, as well as to the very nature of things 
(which are ever in a state of flux), and to the diversity of predispositions and Karmas (past 
actions) and the action of time (which disturbs everything), these eleven modifications 
(currents) of the mind are multiplied (first) into hundreds, (then into) thousands and 
(eventually into) tens of millions. They (all, however,) proceed from God and have no 
existence of their own nor do they owe their existence to one another. (11) God, whois (ever) 
pure (unattached to the world) merely looks on (as a witness and never gets identified with) 
these (manifold) waves —appearing in an endless series, now manifest (in the waking and 
dream states) and (now) disappearing (in deep sleep)—of the mind, which is an adjunct of 
the Jiva and a creation of Maya, and which (ever) indulges in impure activities (leading to 
transmigration). (12) 
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(The aforesaid) God is all-pervading, the most ancient (the first cause of the universe), 
all-perfect, (ever) patent, self-effulgent, free from birth (and death), the Ruler (even) of the 
highest beings (Brahma, Siva and others), the almighty Lord Vasudeva (the abode of the 
universe), (Himself) dwelling as the (Inner) Controller of all the Jivas in every heart by His 
own Maya (wonderful divine power). (13) Even as the air, entering in the form of breath (all) 
mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate) beings, controls them, so the supreme Lord 
Vasudeva has interpenetrated this universe as the all-witnessing Inner Controller (of all). 
(14) Man (lit., an embodied soul) continues to revolve in (the whirligig of) mundane existence 
so long as he is not able, O ruler of men, to realize the true nature of the Self—by shaking 
off this Maya (illusion in the form of identification with the body) by means of the light of 
wisdom, having got rid of (all) attachment and conquered the six (internal) enemies (in the 
shape of lust, anger, greed, infatuation, arrogance and jealousy), and so long as he is not 
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able to recognize the said mind—a conditioning vesture of the soul, which brings with it an 
uninterrupted succession of grief, infatuation, disease, attachment, greed and animosity and 
occasions a feeling of mineness—as a fertile soil yielding the agonies of birth and death for 
man. (15-16) Therefore, (ever) circumspect and armed with the worship of the (holy) feet of 
Lord Sri Hari in the form of your preceptor, get rid of this enemy (in the shape of the mind), 
that possesses enormous strength and has grown very insolent through (your) connivance, 
and, which though illusory in itself, yet robs you of your very self (true nature). (17) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse, forming part of the Dialogue between the Brahmana 
(Bharata) and king Rahigana, in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIl 
Bharata answers the query of Rahigana 
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Rahigana said : Hail, hail to you, who have taken this godlike form (for the protection 
of the world) and have ignored your body in (the supreme bliss of ) Self-Realization ! Hail to 
you, O master of Yoga, who have concealed your realization of Eternal Truth under the garb 
of an unworthy Brahmana (a Brahmana only in name). (1) Like a palatable medicine to one 
suffering from the disease of fever, or like cold water to one scorched by the heat (of the sun), 
your word, O holy Brahmana, has proved a nectar-like remedy to me, whose vision 
(judgment) has been bitten (warped) by the serpent of self-identification with this worthless 
(perishable) body. (2) | shall, therefore, refer my doubt to you later; (kindly) explain to me 
(just) at— present—inquisitive as | am—your teaching, which is pregnant with deep spiritual 
import, in such a way as to make it easily intelligible. (3) My mind is bewildered by the 
statement, you have made, O master of Yoga, that actions (such as carrying a load and so 
on) and their visible effects (on the doer in the shape of fatigue etc.), though not illusory, are 
(only) relative and cannot easily stand a sifting enquiry into the Truth (are not fit to be 
recognized as the absolute truth). (4) 
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The Brahmana replied : That which is a modification of earth (itself), traversing its 

surface for some reason (or other), O king, comes to be known as this man (a palanquin- 
bearer). And above the feet of this (modification of earth) are located the two ankles, the two 
shanks, the two knees and the two thighs, the waist, the chest, the neck and the two 
shoulders. (5) On one of the shoulders lies the wooden palanquin, in which is seated another 
modification of earth bearing the title of Sauviraraja (the king of Sauvira). Having identified 
yourself with this, you account yourself as the ruler of the Sindhus (the people of the Sindhu 
territory), blinded by vain pride. (6) Nay, constraining these people—who were already 
afflicted with great misery (due to poverty) and (therefore) deserved to be pitied (rather than 
oppressed)—to do work for you without any remuneration, you are (but) proving your 
heartlessness. (Yet) shamelessly bragging that you are a guardian of the people, you 
(indeed) cut a sorry figure in the assemblies of the wise. (7) When we know that the (entire) 
mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate) creation invariably springs up from earth and is 
reabsorbed into it, tell me if there is any ground for (our manifold worldly) activities—other 
than (the) names (of the various earthly objects that we have to deal with in the course of our 
activities)—that may be concluded to be real by virtue of the work that we take from it. (8) 
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What is denoted by the word ‘earth’ is (also) similarly explained because of its being 
(ultimately) resolved into the finest atoms (its constituent factors). As for the atoms, by whose 
concatenation the element known by the name of earth has been broughtinto existence, they 
have been postulated by force of reason through ignorance (because, as a matter of fact, 
all these phenomena are but a creation of the Lord's own Maya or creative energy). (9) 
Similarly whatever other objective (phenomenal) existence appears to us as lean or stout, 
small or big, of the nature of cause or effect, animate or inanimate, know it to be a creation 
of Maya (the beginningless creative energy of the Lord) known by various names such as 
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substance (the gross elements), nature (the mutability of all phenomena), predisposition, the 
Time-Spirit (that which disturbs the equilibrium of the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti) and 
Karma (good or evil destiny). (10) Consciousness alone is true—Consciousness which is 
pure, absolute, one (differenceless), having no inside or outside, all-perfect, directed 
towards the Self, immutable and (commonly) known by the appellation of Bhagavan (the 
almighty and all-glorious Lord), and that sages call Vasudeva (the abode of all beings). (11) 
O Rahtgana, one does not attain this (consciousness) through asceticism nor through 
(Vedic) rituals, nor (again) by dealing out food and other necessaries (among the needy), nor 
by (duly) performing one's religious duties (pertaining to household life—such as entertaining 
an unexpected visitor, service of the afflicted and poor and so on), nor through a (proper) 
study of the Vedas nor through the worship of (the gods presiding over) water, fire and the 
sun, (nor by any other means) except by sprinkling one's body with the dust of feet of exalted 
souls. (12) In their assemblies are held discourses on the excellences of the Lord, which shut 
out (all) talks of worldly pleasures and which, when listened to everyday, concentrate the 
pure mind of a seeker of liberation on Lord Vasudeva. (13) 
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| was formerly (in a previous birth) a king (like you), Bharata by name, and, having 

completely got rid of (all) bondage resulting from attachmentto (all) thatis seen (in this world) 
or heard of (as existing in heaven) endeavoured to propitiate the Lord, but was reborn as a 
deer through attachment to a deer, and (thus) lost my purpose (in the shape of God- 
Realization). (14) The memory of past life, awakened in me by the worship of Lord Sri Krsna, 
(however) did not leave me even in that bestial form, O valiant king. Itis therefore that | move 
about incognito and unattached, afraid as | am of mixing with the people. (15) Therefore, 
having completely severed (all) ties of infatuation with the sword of wisdom developed 
through the blessed company of exalted souls (who are free from attachment), and attained 
God-consciousness by (constantly) recounting and listening to the stories of Sri Hari, aman 
reaches the highest goal of his journey, the Lord (Himself). (16) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse, forming part of the dialogue between the Brahmana and 
king Rahagana, in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIll 
Bharata allegorically represents this state of worldly existence as 
a forest and the doubts of Rahiigana get resolved 
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The Brahmana began again : Put on the path (of worldly activity) the end of which is 
(so) difficult to attain—by Maya (the beginningless deluding potency of the Lord) and 
devoted to activities : divided into various categories according as they are dominated by the 
qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, this company of merchants, ranging everywhere with 
the object of acquiring wealth (in the shape of lasting bliss), enters the forest of mundane 
existence, where it finds no delight (whatsoever). (1) In that forest, O ruler of men, there are 
six high-waymen, who rob this company led by an unworthy chief; and, finding access to their 
camp, jackals drag away an unwary member of the company even as wolves carry away 
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a strayed sheep. (2) Harassed by cruel gnats and mosquitoes, in a place dense with 
numerous creepers, grass and shrubs, they witness here an imaginary city in the sky, while 
at other places they behold a fleeting ogre appearing like a firebrand. (3) Looking upon a 
habitat, water and wealth as their own, they run about here and there in the forest, O 
Rahugana; while at some places they cannot distinguish the quarters smoky with the dust 
raised by a whirlwind, their eyes being blinded with dust. (4) The (shrill) notes of unseen 
crickets jarring upon their ears and their mind disquieted with the hooting of owls, they betake 
themselves fo unholy trees when oppressed with hunger; while at some places they run after 
a mirage (in order to quench their thirst). (5) Here they march towards streams without water 
and, when starving, they seek food from one another; there they meet with a forest 
conflagration and get scorched with fire; while at a third they give way to despair when about 
to be killed by Yaksas (a species of demigods ruled over by Kubera; the god of riches). (6) 
When dispossessed of their wealth by (other) heroic men, they feel depressed in spirits; nay, 
grieving and getting confused, they faint away. And, entering an imaginary city somewhere, 
they rejoice (there) for an hour or so as though (quite) happy. (7) Desirous of climbing up a 
hill, they sometimes proceed in that direction to some distance; but, (the soles of) their feet 
being pierced with thorns and gravel, they sit down like one sad at heart. Burdened with (the 
maintenance of) a large family (but unable to support them) and tormented with hunger 
(lit.,the gastric fire), they indeed get angry every moment with their own people. (8) Cast (to 
their fate) in the forest now and devoured by a serpent belonging to the species known as 
the boa constrictor, they have no consciousness left in them; and now bitten by poisonous 
creatures (snakes etc.), and fallen in some covered (and therefore deceptive) well, deprived 
of their sight, remain lying down there in darkness. (9) Sometimes seeking after honey 
(stored by bees), they are tormented by bees and feel frustrated in their attempt. (Even) if 
they achieve (some) success in that direction with great hardship, others forcibly rob them 
of the booty and (while they are engaged in an encounter with these) yet others snatch away 
the prize. (10) And at some places they are unable to ward off (provide against) cold, the sun, 
storm and rain and sit down (helpless); while elsewhere they sell between themselves 
whatever commodity they have with them, and make enemies of one another, on the 
contrary, because of their greed. (11) On some occasions, when impovarished and deprived 
of abed, a mat etc., to squat on, a dwelling and conveyance (for a pleasure trip) in that forest, 
they ask these of another. But, on failing to secure the desired object, they cast a (wistful) 
look on others’ property and incur ignominy. (12) 
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In spite of their feeling of animosity having been aggravated by their attraction for one 
another's wealth, they enter into marital relations with one another and, while sporting along 
this road, are reduced to a miserable condition through great many hardships, monetary 
losser and (other) calamities. (13) Leaving behind all their deceased companions at different 
stages of their journey and taking with them every new-born babe, the company marches 


onward and onward. None of this company has returned (from the journey) to this day, O 
brave monarch, nor does anyone take to (the practice of) Yoga (methods of God- 
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Realization), leading to the (other) extremity of the road. (14) (Even great) heroes, who have 
completely subdued the great elephants guarding the quarters as well as the four intervening 
corners, all bite the dust on the field of battle, having contracted confirmed hostility with one 
another for the sake of (dominion over) the earth, claiming it as their own. None of them, 
however, attains the goal which is reached by the recluse (who has completely shaken off 
all forms of violence and) who is free from enmity. (15) 
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Clinging to the arms (tiny shoots) of creepers and full of longing for sweetly warbling birds 
perched on them, they get strongly attached to some (unknown) place. And sometimes 
afraid of tigers, they make friends here with cranes, herons and vultures. (16) Betrayed by 
them, they seek to join a flock of swans; but, not finding their behaviour to their liking, they 
approach monkeys and, their senses being fully gratified with the amorous sports natural to 
the race, each pair get so absorbed in looking at each other's face that they forget (even) their 
(fast approaching) death. (17) Seeking delight in trees and fond of sons and wife, they are 
(ever) impatient with the animal desire for sexual indulgence and powerless to get rid of their 
bondage. When falling into some ravine through inadvertence, (a stray member of) this 
company catches hold of some creeper and remains suspended by it, afraid of the elephant 
(below). (18) Somehow extricated from this calamity, however, he joins the company once 
more, Ochastiser of foes! No one puton this track by Maya (the deluding potency of the Lord, 
that has no beginning), and wandering (along it) is able to cognize the supreme object of life 
even to this day. (19) You too have been put on this track, O Rahugana; (therefore) 
completely abjuring (all forms of) violence and making friends with all living beings, do you 
take up the sword of wisdom, sharpened with the worship of Sri Hari and with a mind 
unattached to the pleasures of sense get to the (other) end of this road. (20) 
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The king (Rahigana) said : Oh, (this) human birth is the best of all (other) incarnations. 
Of what avail are births of the highest order in heaven, where the fellowship of exalted souls 
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(like you) whose mind has been purified by (singing and hearing) the glories of Lord Visnu 
(the Ruler of the senses)—is not had in abundance? (21) It is no wonder that unalloyed 
devotion to Lord Visnu (who is beyond sense-perception) should spring up in (the heart of) 
aman whose sins have been scoured off with the dust of your lotus-feet, when | find that my 
ignorance, which had its root in fallacious reasoning, has been rooted out by an hour's 
fellowship with you. (22) Hail to the Brahmanas who are advanced in age ! Hail to (those who 
are yet) infants ! Hail to the young ! Hail to all down to the youngsters ! May (all) kings receive 
blessings from those Brahmanas who traverse the earth in the garb of ascetics that have 
shaken off all worldly feeling and obligations ! (23) 
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Sri Suka resumed : O Pariksit (son of Uttara) having thus explained the true nature of 
the Self out of supreme compassion to the ruler of the Sindhu territory (the modern Sindha) 
even though he had slighted the Brahmana—that son of a Brahmana sage, who possessed 
the highest glory, and whose feet were (now) adored by Rahiigana ina pathetic way, roamed 
about the earth like an ocean which is full on every side, with a mind whose waves in the form 
of the Indriyas had been stilled. (24) Having fully realized the true nature of the Supreme Spirit 
as taught by that saintly soul, Rahugana (the lord of the Sauvira territory) too (forthwith) shed 
the wrong notion, planted on his mind by ignorance, that he was (no other than) the body. 
Such, O king (Pariksit), is the greatness of those who have taken shelter with the devotees 
of the Lord ! (25) 
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The king (Pariksit) said : The course of transmigration of embodied souls, thathas been 
described by you in the form of an allegory, O great devotee possessed of varied knowledge, 
has been fancifully conceived by the inventive genius of wise man and (as such) it cannot 
be readily and clearly understood by untrained minds. Therefore, (kindly) point out the hidden 
meaning by bringing out the corresponding ideas. (26) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Five of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PRET: 
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He (Sri Suka) said : The six Indriyas (the five senses of perception and their ruler, the 
mind) are the only media (for the Jiva) of going through the beginningless (ordeal of) 
metempsychosis in the shape of being united with and torn away from, as well as of 
undergoing the pleasurable and painful experiences of, a series of (corporeal) bodies 
brought into existence by virtuous, sinful or mixed actions—prompted by Sattva and other 
qualities —on the part of human souls looking upon the body as their very self. Lured by 
these into the aforesaid track, whichis as difficult to tread as a (mountain) defile, and swayed 
by Maya (the principle of cosmic illusion that makes the Jiva forget his essentially blissful 
character and seek delight without) functioning under the control of the all-powerful Lord 
Visnu, the multitude of embodied souls mentioned heretofore, like a company of (itinerant) 
traders intent on amassing wealth, enters the forest of worldly existence which is most 
inauspicious like a crematorium and where they reap the fruit of actions wrought with their 
own body. And, even though their endeavours (generally) prove abortive and are impeded 
by many an obstacle, they fail even to this day to get to the path of those who resort like the 
honey bee to the lotus-feet of Sri Hari in the form of their preceptor—the path (of Devotion) 
which (when duly followed) relieves the agonies experienced in that forest, where dwell the 
aforesaid six, which, though (passing as) Indriyas by name, are actually robbers by action.(1 ) 
For whatever fortune —acquired with great hardship—belongs to a manis of use only when 
itis directly conducive to (the practice of) Dharma (virtue); and that (alone) is Dharma, which 
consists in the worship of the Supreme Person Himself and it is such Dharma that the wise 
declare as contributory to happiness in the other world. In the case of those who are guided 
by a perverted intellect and whose mind has not been subdued, as in the case of a company 
of (itinerant) traders led by an unworthy chief and having an unsubdued spirit, the Indriyas 
take away that wealth which is fit to be devoted to (the practice of) such virtue through the 
medium of Sensuous enjoyment at home in the form of seeing, touching, hearing, tasting, 
smelling, seeking after and determining (the nature of the various) objects. (2) Nay, in that 
forest members of their family, wife and children by name but really wolves and jackals by 
action, snatch away before their very eyes the wealth of those stingy householders, unwilling 
though they are (to part with the same)—wealth which is being jealously guarded (by them) 
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even as a lamb (by shepherds). (3) Just as a field, in spite of its being ploughed (and cleared 
of weeds and grass etc.), every year, grows dense as it were with shrubs, grass and creepers 
at the time of sowing seeds again; in cases where the (very) seeds have not been burnt (by 
fire), so is the case with the life of a householder—a field for sowing the seeds‘of actions— 
where actions never come to an end; for this stage of life is (after all) a storehouse of desires 
(which are the seeds of actions of various kinds). (4) 
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In the aforesaid stage of life their wealth (which constitutes their external life-breath as 
it were) is squeezed by men, vile as gnats and mosquitoes, as well as by locusts, birds 
(peacocks etc.), thieves, rats and so on. Now, sauntering on the aforementioned road (of 
worldly life) with a mind corrupted by ignorance, desire and actions, they erroneously regard 
this mortal world—which is as unreal as an imaginary city (seen in the sky through optic 
illusion) as real (lit., something whose existence is proved). (5) Again, on that road they 
pursue sometimes the mirage-like pleasures of sense, fondly addicted as they are to the 
vicious habits of eating (delicious food), drinking (wine), copulation and so on. (6) Now, even 
as one tormented with a longing to get fire may pursue ignis fatuus, they run after gold, the 
(mere) excreta of fire and the abode of all evils, their mind being swayed by the quality of 
Rajas which is of the same colour as gold and therefore bears a natural affinity to it. (7) Again, 
sometimes, with their thought centred on their dwelling, water, wealth and other things 
essential to life, they run about here and there in the forest of worldly existence. (8) And 
now placed on the lap (embraced) by a young woman throwing dust in their eyes like a 
whirlwind; and steeped as it were in ignorance due to the element of Rajas prevailing at 
the time, they abandon the path of the virtuous. And their reason being entirely clouded 
with passion, they —like one whose eyes are blinded with dust—no longer perceive (mind) 
the deities presiding over the quarters (who witness all their doings). (9) Sometimes, in 
spite of their having spontaneously realized but for a moment the illusory nature of sense- 
objects, they are deprived of their reason by identifying themselves with the body (which 
is other than their self); and, guided by the same (perverted reason), they run after those 
very objects, which are as deceptive and tantalizing as a mirage. (10) Now their ears and 
heart are extremely tormented by the threats of enemies and the royal court; conveyed in 
the sternest spirit and with an overbearing demeanour before their very eyes, like the 
hooting of owls, (by the king's servants) and behind their back, like the (shrill) notes of the 
cricket (by the enemies). (11) 
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When they have exhausted their merit earned in previous existences, and are (thus) 
themselves reduced toa dying state, though (actually) living, they seek the protection of men 
whose wealth is of no use (totthem) either here or hereafter (who neither use it for their own 
gratification nor for the gratification of others and thus indirectly for their own benefit in the 
other world), and who (thus) resemble accursed trees and creepers like the Karaskara and 
Kakatunda (two species of poisonous trees) and wells containing poisonous water and are 
as good as dead, though living. (12) On some occasion, their mind being perverted through 
close association with vile men, they embrace aheretic creed, which entails misery both here 
and hereafter like slipping into (the rocky bed of) a waterless stream. (13) When no food is 
forthcoming for themselves even through persecution of others, they indeed proceed to 
devour their own father or sons or those who are in possession of (even) a straw belonging 
to these. (14) Now, reaching their home, divested of (all) agreeable (enjoyable) objects and 
attended with miseries, like a forest conflagration, they are scorched with the fire of grief and 
give way to extreme despondency. (15) Sometimes, robbed of their very life in the form of 
wealth—which is most dear to them—by the demon in the form of a king's househlold, 
angered by (adverse) times, they appear quite dead, destitute as they are of all symptoms 
of liveliness. (16) Now, recognizing to be real their deceased father, grandfather and so on 
as appearing in fancy, they experience joy like that in a dream. (17) Sometimes, eager to 
carry out the huge mountain-like volume of precepts relating to household duties, they are 
distracted by worldly calamities and feel miserable like one entering a stretch of land full of 
thorns and sharp-edged gravels. (18) Now, with their energy sapped by hunger (lit., the 
gastral fire burning within their body) which is hard to bear, they vent their anger on theirown 
people. (19) Again, caught in the grip of a boa constrictor in the shape of (deep) sleep and 
steeped in ignorance, they remain lying down, cast off like a dead body in a lonely forest and 
unconscious of everything else. (20) 
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Sometimes, on their teeth in the form of pride being crushed by biting animals in the 
shape of wicked men, they are unable to get (even) a wink of sleep and, their consciousness 
getting fainter and fainter because of a distressed heart, they fall like a blind man into a 
covered well. (21) Now when, seeking after small drops of honey in the form of sensuous 
enjoyment and laying their hands on another's wife and property, they are killed by the king 
or by the husband or owner, they descend into the abysmal (depths of) hell. (22) Therefore, 
the wise speak of action in both forms (virtuous as well as sinful) on (the part of those 
treading) this path (of worldly activity) as a field bearing to the Jiva (the crop of) mundane 
existence in quick succession without fail. (23) (Even) if they escape from bondage (etc., 
inflicted by the king or the husband and owner by bribing them), a Devadatta snatches away 
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from them the woman and property seized by them and from the said Devadattaa Visnumitra 
wrests them. In this way the objects of enjoyment never stay (with a single individual). (24) 
And sometimes unable to ward off (provide against) cold wind and many other (adverse) 
situations brought about by divine will or (by the will of) other created beings or related to 
one's own body or mind, they remain cast down with anxiety difficult to get rid of. (25) Now, 
carrying On business transactions on a very small scale with those of their own company 
or snatching from others even (a trifling sum of) twenty cowries or any amount (even less 
than that), they incur (their) hatred due to their (own) grabbing nature. (26) 
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There are on this path (of worldly activity) these (obstacles, viz., great hardships, 
monetary losses and so on—vide verse 13 of Discourse XIII above) and other obstacles 
too—such as joy and sorrow, likes and dislikes, fear and pride, error and insanity, grief and 
infatuation, greed and spite, jealousy and ignominy, hunger and thirst, worries and ailments, 
birth, old age and death. (27) Sometimes folded by woman—who is (no other than) the 
Lord's (own) deluding potency (personified) —in her arms, (tender and slender) like a pair 
of creepers, they are deprived of their discriminating wisdom; and, anxious at heart to build 
a pleasure-house for her and lured by the (sweet) words, (affectionate) glances and 
(delighting) gestures of their sons, daughters and daughters-in-law, brought together under 
her protection, these men of uncontrolled mind hurl themselves in the bottomless and dark 
(regions of) hell. (28) 
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Now their heart is filled with terror at the thought of the discus of the almighty Lord Visnu, 
manifested in the form of the ever-wakeful time (with its manifold divisions) from the minutest 
point (corresponding to an atom) to the period covering two Parardhas (the life-span of 
Brahma, equivalent to 31,10, 40, 00, 00, 00,000 human years), which sweeps away all 
created beings —while they keep looking on—from Brahma (down) to the (merest) clump of 
grass, by means of its quick movement representing the passage of time (from childhood 
to youth and from youth to old age and so on). Nevertheless they ignore that very almighty 
Lord, who is no other than the Deity presiding over sacrifices and wields the wheel of time 
as His own (characteristic) weapon, and betake themselves to the deities worshipped by 
heretics and discarded by Vedic tradition—deities who are no better than buzzards, 
vultures, herons and quails (which are unable to protect one against the lion of death)—on 
the authority of the sacred works of heretics. (29) When they are grossly betrayed by those 
self-deluded heretics, they take up their residence with the Brahmana race. But, not liking their 
(pious) way, such as investiture with the sacred thread and the worship of Lord Visnu (the Deity 
presiding over the sacrifices carried on by them) through the performance of rituals enjoined 
(both) by the Vedas and the Smrti-texts, they join the Sudra community, who like the monkey 
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race get paired and maintain their families by recourse to (whatis regarded as) impurity when 
judged from the standard of right conduct as laid down in the Vedas. (30) Indulging in 
unrestrained licence there too, they feel sorely distressed in mind and remaining engrossed 
in vulgar pursuits such as looking at the the face of their wife and vice versa, forget (even 
the time of their) death. (1) Sometimes, seeking delight in the household life, which like 
trees serves their worldly interests alone, they conceive (excessive) fondness for their sons 
and wife and find pleasure like the monkey race in coition (alone and are thus unable to 
secure release from the bondage of worldly existence). (32) 
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Thus experiencing joy and sorrow on the way, they fall into adversity in the form of 
ailments and so on, fearful as a ravine, and remain in (constant) terror of the elephant 
(there) in the form of death. (33) Now, unable to counteract manifold unpleasant 
experiences—such as cold, wind and so on—brought about by divine agency or any other 
being or those relating to one's own body or mind, they are worried with (the thought of) 
innumerable objects of sense. (34) Sometimes entering into business dealings with their 
own fellow-men, they secure some wealth through stinginess. (35) Now, reduced to poverty 
and deprived of (all) enjoyments (comforts) in the shape of a bed (to sleep on), amatto squat 
on, food to eat and other such things, they make up their mind to attain (by foul means such 
as theft) the objects of their desire when denied to them and meet with ignominy and so on 
at the hands of (different) people. (36) In this way though their feeling of enmity (with others) 
is enhanced through (mutual) attraction for wealth, they enter into matrimonial alliances with 
one another and subsequently dissolve them according to the tendencies of their past 
lives.(37) (Nay,) if anyone, afflicted with manifold agonies and obstacles, meets with a 
calamity or dies on this road, others—as is well-known—leave him wherever he is and, 
taking (with them) every new-born child, give way to grief, infatuation and fear, quarrel (with 
those who oppose them), cry (in distress), are transported with joy (under favourable 
circumstances), sing (in a sprightly mood) and are bound (by others stronger than they). With 
the exception of pious souls this company of men, however, never returns even to this day to 
the point (God) whence this road (of mundane existence) commences and which the learned 
declare as the end of the road (as well). (38) The aforesaid men do not take to the discipline 
of Yoga (Devotion) nor do they attain the supreme state (which can be reached through 
Devotion alone and) which is easily attained (only) by sages who have shed (all forms of) 
violence, who are naturally given to self-control and who have withdrawn their mind from all 
worldly objects. (39) Nor do the royal sages who have conquered the elephants guarding the 
quarters as well as the four intervening corners, and who perform (big) sacrifices listen to 
this teaching; they would rather bite the dust in battle (and remain lying) on the very earth 
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for whose sake they entered into enmity with others, accounting it as their own, and which 
they had ultimately to abandon, themselves withdrawing (from the scene). (40) Then clinging 
to the creeper of Karma (action in the shape of remedial measures) and somehow rid of the 
hellish tortures in the shape of ailment and other troubles, they revert to the path of 
transmigration as aforesaid and join (back) the company of men; and similar is the case with 
those who have risen above (to the higher regions such as heaven). (41) 

Thus do they sing of Bharata's career :— 
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No (other) king can follow even mentally the example of the high-souled royal sage 
Bharata (the son of Lord Rsabha) any more than a fly can think of emulating the speed of 
Garuda (the king of birds). (42) (With a heart) full of longing for the Lord of excellent renown, 
he abandoned, while still young, (his) wife and sons, kinsmen and kingdom, (so) difficult to 
renounce and (so) delightful to the heart, even as one would throw away excrement. (43) 
(Lo!) he did not long for (the sovereignty of) the earth, sons, kinsfolk, riches and wife—so 
hard to renounce—nor even for Sri (the goddess of fortune), who, though coveted (even) by 
the foremost gods, cast Her gracious look on him. This was (only) as it should be; for, in the 
eyes of exalted souls whose mind is devoted to the service of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the 
demon Madhu), even liberation (immunity from rebirth) is of no value. (44) "Hail to Lord Sti 
Hari, who is Yajnhia (personified), the Defender of righteousness, punctiliously carrying out 
the injunctions of scriptures (Himself in order to set a noble example before the world at 
large), an embodiment of Yoga (the diverse methods of God-Realization) and the principal 
theme (as Brahma) of Sankhya (the science of Self-Realization), the Lord of Prakrti (Maya, 
the divine energy that brings forth this cosmos), the Ruler of all Jivas!"thus did he loudly 
(piteously) and distinctly pray even before casting off the form of a deer. (45) 
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Whosoever repeatedly listens to or recites and celebrates this story of the royal sage 
Bharata, whose spotless virtues and actions are extolled (even) by (eminent) devotees of 
the Lorda story which brings good fortune and confers longevity, wealth, celebrity, heavenly 
bliss and even final beatitude— attains all his desired objects by himself and seeks nothing 
from others. (46) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse entitled "The allegorical meaning (of the description 
of the forest of mundane existence) elucidated," forming part of the story of 
Bharata, in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse XV 
An account of Priyavrata's posterity continued 
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Sri Suka began again : We have (in VII. 3 above) already spoken about the (eldest) son 
of Emperor Bharata, Sumati by name, who followed in the footsteps of Lord Rsabha (lived 
the life of an ascetic who had shaken off all worldly feeling and obligation) and whom certain 
heretics, having no respect for Vedic traditions, will set up according to their own perverted 
intellect in the Kali age as a deity not mentioned in the Vedas (the Vedic pantheon). (1) A 
son, Devatajit (a conqueror of the gods by name, was born to him through (his wife) 
Vrddhasena. (2) Then through Asuri (Devatajit's wife) sprang up his son, Devadyumna; from 
Devadyumna, through Dhenumati, was born a son, Paramesthi (by name); (and) from the 
loins of Paramesthi, through Suvarcala, was born Pratiha, who, having taught self- 
knowledge (to,many) and himself thoroughly purified (thereby), realized the Supreme 
Person as his own self. (3-4) From (the loins of) Pratiha, through (his wife, also known as) 
Suvarcala, sprang up three sons, Pratiharta and so on (the other two being known by the 
names of Prastota and Udgata), who were (all) well-versed in (performing) sacrifices; and 
from Pratiharta, through Stuti, were born (two sons) Aja and Bhima (by name). (5) From (the 
loins of) Bhima, through Rsikulya, sprang up Udgitha; from Udgitha, through Devakulya, 
was born Prastava; from Prastava, through Niyutsa, sprang up his son, Vibhu; from Vibhu, 
again, through Rati, followed Prthusena; from Prthusena, through Akuti, was born Nakta; 
and from (the loins of) Nakta sprang up the illustrious Gaya, son of Druti, the foremost among 
royal sages anda ray of Lord Visnu Himself—who has assumed the quality of Sattva (a form 
consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas) with intent to protect the universe— 
Gaya, who attained to the rank of an exalted soul by virtue of (his) self-possession and other 
attributes. (6) He had his mind repeatedly chastened and rendered extremely pure through 
(the disinterested performance of) his own duty—in the shape of looking after, providing with 
means of subsistence, humouring, treating with tenderness and admonishing the people 
and undertaking sacrifices and other pious acts in a spirit of complete dedication to Lord 
Visnu (the Supreme Person), who is higher than the highest (Brahma, Siva and others) and 
no other than Brahma (the Infinite) which had rendered it capable of yielding the highest 
results (viz., final beatitude, the supreme object of human pursuit), as well as through the 
habit of Devotion to the Lord, acquired by constantly adoring the feet of those who have 
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realized (their oneness with) Brahma. In that mind, which had now been (completely) rid of 
all identification with the body (which is other than the self), he realized his oneness with 
Brahma (the Supreme Spirit), whose presence was felt therein as a matter of course (without 
any conscious effort on his part). Yet he had no pride in him and as such (in such an 
unegoistic spirit) he protected (ruled over) the (entire) globe. (7) 


cette stir “aad <aentnt SeRene at 


The knowers of the past (those well-versed in the Pauranika lore), chant the following 
verses in praise of Gaya:— (8) 

What king, other than a part manifestation of the Lord could (dare) emulate by 
his deeds Gaya—be he a (great) sacrificer (one who has performed a number of great 
sacrifices),a high-souled man of extensive knowledge, a defender of righteousness, one 
who is wooed by the Goddess of Fortune, the leader of an assembly of holy men anda (true) 
servant of pious souls ? (9) It was him that the pious daughters of Daksa (Sraddha, Maitri, 
Daya and so on)—whose benedictions (always) come true—along with (the deities 
presiding over a number of holy) rivers (such as Ganga) sprinkled with water (at the time 
of his coronation) in supreme (ecstasy of) joy. And attracted by his virtues, like a cow whose 
udders begin to flow at the sight of her calf, mother Earth yielded to his subjects (all their) 
desired objects, even though he(himself) had no desire (whatsoever). (10) The Vedas (that 
had been duly propitiated by him through a reverential and devoted study) as well as the 
Vedic rites (scrupulously and diligently performed by him) yielded to him all (sensuous) 
enjoyments even though he was free from (all) cravings. Again, honoured (by him with 
volleys of arrows) on the battle-field, (hostile) kings brought him (rich) tributes; while the 
Brahmanas, when propitiated with righteousness (the scrupulous performance of his sacred 
duties), yielded to him in the other world one-sixth of the blessings (earned by them through 
their religious austerities and sacrificial performances). (11) While Indra (the chief of the 
gods and the lord of paradise) got inebriate at his sacrificial performance, where copious 
libations of the (intoxicating drink called) Soma were offered (to the gods entitled to a share 
in the sacrificial offerings), the Lord (Himself), who is the Soul of (all) sacrifices, accepted (in 
person) the reward of the sacrifice (in the form of religious merit), duly offered (by him) with 
reverence and in a spirit of pure (unalloyed) and unflinching Devotion. (12) By propitiating 
the Lord, the entire creation from Brahma (the creator) down to the (other gods), men and 
the sub-human species of animate life as well as plants, including the smallest blade of grass 
is at once gratified. The selfsame Lord (the Soul of the universe), who is (ever) pleased (all- 
blissful by nature), Himself felt palpably gratified at the sacrificial performance of Gaya ! (13) 
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From (the loins of) Gaya, through (his wife) Gayanti, sprang up three sons, Citraratha, 
Sugati and Avarodhana by name; and from Citraratha, through Urna, came Samrat. (14) 
From Samrat, through Utkala, sprang up Marici and from (the loins of) Marici, through 
Bindumati, Binduman was born. From Binduman, through Saragha appeared (a son) Madhu 
by name; from Madhu through Sumana, sprang up Viravrata and from Viravrata, through 
Bhoja, Manthu and Pramanthu were born; from Manthu, through Satya, appeared Bhauvana; 
from Bhauvana, through Disana, Twasta was born; from Twasta, through Virocana, came 
Viraja; (and) from the loins of Viraja, through VisUci, were born a hundred sons, the eldest 
of whom was Satajit, and a daughter (too). (15) About Viraja runs the following verse:"Viraja, 
the last-born (in the line), adorned this race of Priyavrata by his glory even as Lord Visnu 
brought glory to the gods (by appearing in their midst as Vamana, the divine Dwarf). (16) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse entitled “The posterity of Priyavrata," in Book 
Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVI 
A description of the terrestrial world 
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The king (Pariksit) said : You have described the extent of the terrestrial globe as 
covering the whole range where the sun shines and where, on the other hand, the yonder 
moon with the host of (other) heavenly bodies is visible. (1) Within that very extent are 
comprised the seven oceans formed by the seven furrows dug by the (revolving) wheels of 
the chariot of Emperor Priyavrata; and itis to these (oceans) indeed that you have ascribed, 


O glorious sage, the division of the earth into seven distinct Dwipas (subdivisions). | have’ 
a desire to know all this in detail with the extent and characteristic features (of the various 
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divisions, the oceans and so on). (2) For, (when) focussed.on the Lord's gross material form 
(in the shape of this universe) the mind becomes (gradually) fit to be concentrated on the 
immaterial, most subtle (hard to perceive), self-effulgent and transcendent Brahma (the 
Infinite), known by the name of Lord Vasudeva. Therefore, be pleased to describe the same, 


O (my) preceptor ! (3) 
Ta Tent wad ararqorferya: mist Ata aaa arent Solon 
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The sage (Sri Suka) replied : No man, O great king, can ever succeed in ascertaining 
with his mind, much less (describing) in words, the full extent of the vast display (in the form 
of the universe) set up by the Gunas of the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) even if he strives 
for a whole lifetime of the gods. Therefore, we propose to discuss at length only the salient 
features of the terrestrial globe with the names, position, extent and characteristics of the 
various subdivisions. (4) As for this (particular) Dwipa (the one inhabited by us), it represents 
the innermost of the (seven) sheaths of the lotus-like terrestrial globe, with a diameter of one 
lakh Yojanas (8,00,000 miles) and round (in shape) like the corolla of a lotus. (5) In this Dwipa 
are comprised nine Varsas (subdivisions of a Dwipa)— each nine thousand Yojanas (72,000 
miles) in extent—clearly divided by eight mountain ranges which form their (natural) 
boundaries. (6) In the middle of these continents stands the inner Varsa, called Ilavrta, at the 
centre of which is situated the king of (all principal) mountain ranges, Meru (Sumeru), entirely 
consisting of gold and possessing a height equal to the extent of the Dwipa (viz., one lakh 
Yojanas). It forms the pericarp of the lotus-like terrestrial globe and has a diameter of thirty- 
two thousand Yojanas (2,56,000 miles) at the top and (only) sixteen thousand Yojanas 
(1,28,000 miles) at the foot, with its root lying under the earth's surface to a depth of sixteen 
thousand Yojanas. (That is to say, the mountain is only eighty-four thousand Yojanas high 
above the earth's surface). (7) To the north of llavrta are situated one after another the three 
mountain ranges called Nila, Sweta and SrAgavan, severally forming the boundaries of the 
Varsas bearing the names of Ramyaka, Hiranmaya and Kuru and extending east and west 
as far as the salt ocean, each two thousand Yojanas (16,000 miles) wide and every exterior 
range being shorter in length alone by a little over one-tenth of the next interior range (but 
equal in height and breadth). (8) 
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Likewise to the south of llavrta, and extending from east to west, stand the (three 
mountain ranges called) Nisadha, Hemakita and Himalaya—each possessing a height of 
ten thousand Yojanas (80,000 miles)and severally marking the boundaries of Harivarsa, 
Kimpurusavarsa and Bharatavarsa.(9) Even so to the west and east of llavrta stand the 
(mountain ranges of) Malyavan and Gandhamadana respectively, severally extending as far 
as the Nila mountain (on the north) and the Nisadha mountain (on the south) and covering 
a breadth of two thousand Yojanas (16,000 miles) each. They mark the boundaries of (the 
Varsas called) Ketumala and Bhadraswa (respectively). (10) On the four sides of Mount 
Meru stand the Mandara, Merumandara, Suparswa and Kumuda mountains, forming its 
buttresses (as it were), and having a length and height of ten thousand Yojanas (80,000 
miles). (11) On these four (mountains) stand four big trees of mango, Jambu (rose-apple), 
Kadamba and banyan (respectively) looking like their flags, each possessing a height of one 
thousand and one hundred Yojanas (8,800 miles) and a diameter of a hundred Yojanas (800 
miles) (at its trunk), and its branches extending within a diameter equal to its height. (12) 
(Besides these trees) there are four lakes (as well) of milk , honey, sugar-cane juice and fresh 
water (respectively). The demigods (the Yaksas, Kinnaras and so on) who drink of these, 
O Pariksit (the foremost of the Bharatas), enjoy mystic powers as a natural 
consequence.(13) There are also four celestial gardens, called Nandana, Caitraratha, 
Vaibhrajaka and Sarvatobhadra. (14) In these gardens the foremost of gods, leading a bevy 
of most charming celestial beauties with them, carry on (their) sports, their glories being sung 
by hosts of demigods. (15) 
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From the top of the celestial mango tree, eleven hundred Yojanas high, standing on the 
bosom of Mount Mandara, drop down fruits as colossal as a mountain-peak and luscious 
as nectar. (16) A river, Arunoda (lit., having red water) by name—so-called because of its 
carrying as water the most delicious, (naturally) fragrant and highly perfumed (with other 
scents), abundant and scarlet juice of these fruits bursting open (with the fall) flows from the 
summit of Mount Mandara and irrigates the eastern part of Ilavrta. (17) The breeze perfumed 
by contact with the person of Yaksa ladies forming the retinue of Goddess Parvati (the divine 
Consort of Lord Siva) surcharges with fragrance the whole area about them as for as ten 
Yojanas (80 miles), (whichis possible only) because of their drinking this water. (18) Similarly 
ariver, Jambi by name, emanating from the juice of rose-apples of the size of elephants and 
having very small seeds, burst open as a result of their fall from an exceedingly high level, 
falls from the summit of Mount Merumandara, ten thousand Yojanas high, on the earth 
(below) and waters the whole of (the southern part of) llavrta, standing to the south of that 
river. (19) The clay on both the banks (of this river), getting saturated all over with that juice, 
and undergoing a chemical change under the joint action of the wind and the sun, is 
transmuted into (high-class) gold, known by the name of Jambunada, which ever serves to 
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adorn the person of immortals. (20) Indeed, as the tradition unmistakably points out, the gods 
and other heavenly beings (such as the Gandharvas) with their spouses wear this (on their 
person) in the shape of diadems, bangles, girdles and other ornaments. (21) 
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Five torrents of honey, each measuring five fathoms in diameter—that stream forth from 
the hollows of that great Kadamba tree which stands firmly rooted on Mount Suparswa— 
when falling from the summit of Suparswa, delight with their aroma (the region of) llavrta, 
lying to the west of those torrents. (22) The breeze surcharged with the odour issuing from 
the mouth (breath) of (celestial) damsels drinking of those torrents perfumes an area of one 
hundred Yojanas (800 miles) all round. (23) 
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In the same way from the boughs of that banyan tree, Satavalga by name (so-called 
because it has hundreds of boughs), which stands firmly rooted on Mount Kumuda, issue 
(anumber of) streams—all flowing downward and capable of yielding the objects of one's 
desire, such as milk, curds, honey, clarified butter, jaggery, cereals and other edibles as 
wellas raiment, beds, seats and ornaments—an4d, falling from the summit of Mount Kumuda, 
benefit the region of llavrta lying to the north of the said mountain. (24) Afflictions of various 
kinds—such as wrinkles, grey hairs, fatigue, perspiration, foul smell, old age, disease, 
(untimely) death, (sensations of) cold and heat, pallor and (other) troubles are never 
experienced by those created beings that make use of these rivers; nay, they enjoy the 
greatest happiness throughout their life. (25) 
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Like filaments surrounding the pericarp (of a lotus), there are twenty mountains— 
Kuranga, Kurara, Kusumbha, Vaikanka, TrikUta, Sisira, Patanga, Rucaka, Nisadha, Sinivasa, 
Kapfta, Sankha, Vaidirya, Jarudhi, Hamsa, Rsabha, Naga, Kalafjara, Narada and so on— 
situated round about Meru near its foot. (26) (Again,) to the east of Meru stand the Jathara 
and Devakita mountains, extending north to south to a length of eighteen thousand Yojanas 
(1,44,000 miles) and possessing a hight and width of two thousand Yojanas (16,000 miles). 
Similarly to the west (of the same mountain) are situated the Pavana and Pariyatra; to the 
south (of Meru) stand the Kailasa and Karavira extending east to west—and to the north 
are situated the Trigrnga and Makara. Enclosed on all sides by these eight mountains, Mount 
Sumeru (the mountain of gold) shines as a sacred fire surrounded by blades of KuSa grass 
(marking its boundaries as it were). (27) On the summit of Mount Meru, at the very centre, 
they say, is situated the city of Brahma (the self-born), built (entirely) of gold, with an area 
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of fourteen* thousand Yojanas (1,12,000 square miles) and rectangular in shape. (28) After 
this model and round above the same have been built the eight cities of the eight Lokapalas 
(guardians of the spheres—indra and others) in a style befitting their master and in the 
direction allotted to him, each city being one-fourth (in extent) of Brahma's city. (29) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse entitled "A description of the terrestrial 
world" in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


PIII 


ZITA AUN Sea: 


Discourse XVII 
An account of the descent of the holy Ganga and a song of praise to Lord 
Sankarsana by the divine Sankara 
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Sri Suka continued : (Standing) on this terrestrial globe (referred to in the foregoing 
discourse) when Lord Visnu Himself, appearing in the form of Trivikramat at the sacrificial 
performance of Bali, raised His (left) foot (in order to measure the heavenly regions after 
having measured the earth including the subterranean worlds with His right foot), a stream 
from the (immaterial) waters existing outside the egg-like cosmos, which rushed inside 
through a breach made in the upper shell of the cosmic egg as a result of its being pierced 
by the nail of His left big toe, flowed down to the realm of Dhruva (forming the crest of the 
starry heavens)—which they call Visnupada (the abode of Lord Visnu)—after a very long 
(measure of) time covering a thousand revolutions of the four Yugas (Satya, Treta, Dwapara 
and Kali). While washing the lotus-foot of the Lord (on which it fell in the very first instance), 


* The compound epithet Stqaarsitatee4 could be taken on the face of it to mean ‘covering an area of a thousand times 
ten thousand i.e., one crore square Yojanas or eight crore square miles’, as almost every renowned commentator of Srimad 
Bhagavata has done. Considering the extent of Mount Meru, which is mentioned in passage 7 above as only 32,000 Yojanas 
wide, however, this figure strikes us as enormous. Hance, following a learned commentator, we have split the compound as 
aqvatart ara Bie Aand taken UIeeT to mean ‘covering an area of four thousand square miles'— Tee (Sq -AeaTIM) TAT 
el: Hi. Thus interpreted, the compound will mean ‘having an area of ten plus four, i.e., fourteen thousand square Yojanas, 
which exactly tallies with the figure given in the Visnupurana. In that we come across the following description of the city of 
Brahma on the summit of Mount Meru :— 3 

sada sea deri Ferg teak Aaa wer: wie Peta 11 (IL. if. 31) 

+ For an account of the Lord's descent as Vamana (the divine Dwarf) and His assuming a cosmic form (as Trivikrama) 
at the sacrificial performance of Bali, the celebrated demon king and a great devotee of the Lord, see Discourses XVIII-XX of 
Book VIII. 
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it got coloured by its red pollen-like dust and thus acquired the virtue of wiping out by its very 
touch the dirt of sin of the whole world, itself remaining untouched by the sin, and was 
(thenceforth) expressly and directly called by the (sacred) appellation of "Bhagavatpadi" 
(that which proceeds from the foot of the Lord Himself)—to the exclusion of other names 
(Jahnavi, Bhagirathi etc., suggesting other later and less momentous associations). (1) In 
the aforesaid realm indeed that foremost devotee of the Lord, Dhruva (the celebrated son 
of Uttanapada), steadfast in his vow (of devotion), bears (sprinkles) on his head even to this 
day (the water of) the (holy) Bhagavatpadi (later known as the Ganga) with supreme 
reverence, rémembering that ithas washed the lotus- foot of his family Deity, his heart deeply 
saturated with an incessant flow of constantly growing devotion, with tears of pure love 
escaping from his eyes—resembling a pair of lotus buds—half-closed in a fit of self- 
forgetfulness induced by ardent longing (for his beloved Lord), and the hair on his body 
standing on their end. (2) 


Ad: Wa RIA ayaT at Aq aca aeatrat fafgtaradt safe waters 
age a Uta aera ren ara era ara aera oo Waa sa Wagaranenty 
WeTsye heer | 3 | wat 
aeraen fruata i x! 

Further on (in the next stages of the descent of this stream) the seven seers 
(responsible for the maintenance of the world order and having their abode immediately 
below the realm of Dhruva, where the seven stars of the Ursa major are located), who know 
the greatness of this (holy) stream, receive (sprinkle) it with great reverence even to the 
present day on the tuft of their matted locks—in the same way as the seekers of liberation 
would hail final beatitude coming to them (in aconcrete form of its own accord), accounting 
it the supreme reward of their austerities—having spurned (all) other objects of human 
pursuit including Self-Realization, simply due to their having achieved the boon of 
unceasing devotion to Lord Vasudeva, the Soul of the universe. (3) Descending thence 
through the heavens (the passage of the gods), crowded with many billions of aerial cars, 
the stream washes the lunar sphere and comes down to the city of Brahma (on the summit 
of Mount Meru). (4) 

aa aan Perera aa aay aie rat aaa Teter hasan stirred Araceae 
waste 4 dat _ WasetrHaaenehraraseaisa: Wea Tema 

A : : ; ffir Ruyter & 1 wa fe = A 

AASHTO HATTA Bal: Weteat fats atteafa whasrfa iis var aracat Feforar 
frofaat fiRrantehtramiters Fsad: PeTeaersaMT Sate Head sereat 
feft wefimfusfantaic: adarretar cam gasses fhkpemicaes 
PAR SAHS Ava Soa aay ad caren feft wefeatatasts 
wen aria arreaa: GH: Ue Te sya Taare et Fee | 8 | A a Aa Aaa 
ad ad aha seul Aatfettefedt: WAT: 1 Yo! 

Branching forth into four streams there, the Bhagavatpadi flows in four directions under 
four (different) appellations —Sita, Alakananda, Caksu and Bhadra —and (finally) enters the 
ocean (the lord of streams and rivers). (5) Passing through the city of Brahma and gradually 
descending from the principal summits of one of the many mountains represented (in XVI. 
26 above) as so many filaments surrounding the pericarp-like Mount Meru, the Sita falls on 
the peaks of Mount Gandhamadana and, coursing through Bhadraswavarsa, enters the salt 
ocean on the east. (6) Likewise, reaching Mount Malyavan and descending from it, the 
Caksu flows with unabated speed in the direction of (the land of) Ketumala and enters the 
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ocean on the west. (7) Descending from the summit of Mount Meru in a northerly direction 
and leaving one mountain-peak after another, the Bhadra flows from the peak of Sragavan 
in the direction of the northern Kurus and enters the ocean in the north. (8) Even so flowing 
to the south of Brahma's city (on Mount Meru) and passing through many a mountain-peak, 
the Alakananda reaches the mountain-range of Hemakita and, rolling down from 
Hemakita to the peaks of the Himalaya mountain with a tremendous speed and coursing 
through Bharatavarsa, enters the ocean in the south. And for a man who goes forth to 
bathe in this river, the reward of ASwamedha, Rajasiya and other (great) sacrifices 
becomes easy of access at every step. (9) There are in every Varsa (subdivision of 
Jambidwipa) hundreds of other rivers, both big and small, having their source in Mount 
Meru and other mountains. (10) 


Tarte andde ad ada aaifir rahi qeastarasinreearif sah cactoerhs 
carafe 8 | TW 86 yeemgageargqaaiot «= gaeeeurat ATT 


Of (all) these Varsas, the learned declare Bharatavarsa alone as the land where a man 
can shape his destinies through actions. They speak of the other eight Varsas as the places 
for enjoying the fruit of such merit as still remains to be enjoyed by those who return from 
heaven (after exhausting the stock of merit which entitled them to a residence in that realm), 
and designate these as the celestial spots on earth. (11) The god-like men inhabiting these 
Varsas, live to an age of the thousand human years and are endowed with the strength of 
ten thousand elephants. The couples there are extremely happy with their adamantine 
frame, (never-failing) strength, (lasting) youth and (abundant) sense-delights, and are 
possessed of extraordinary venereal capacity; while the wives conceive only once and that 
too during the closing year of their life, which (also) marks the end of their (period of) sexual 
enjoyment. The conditions prevailing there are (throughout) the same as obtain in the Treta 
age (here). (12) Here indeed in the precincts of hermitages and the valleys of the principal 
mountains,forming the boundaries of these Varsas, with their picturesque woodlands 
looking (very) graceful on account of trees with their branches and the creepers supported 
by them bending low under the charming load of bunches of flowers, fruits and tender foliage 
of all seasons, as well as in the lakes of limpid water, resonant with the noise of swans, water- 
fowls, Karandavas, cranes and ruddy geese—ravished by the fragrance of diverse species 
of blooming young lotuses—and with the humming of various species of black bees, the 
lords of gods divert themselves at will with aquatic sports and various other amusements, 
the chiefs of their respective retinues adoring them with rich presents and their mind and 
eyes captivated with the dalliance, (winsome) smiles and playful glances, charged with love, 
of charming celestial ladies. (13) 


Faratt ate wTaaNTau ETS: Year AeaVETarHaaeye area 
airetad | ex serga C War Va Ue Wa TS ee Patera ara: saat 
AMARA: PAL ATARATA TAT aT | ht | 


In all these nine Varsas Lord Narayana, the Supreme Person, remains personally 
present in His (diverse) manifestations even today in order to shower His grace on His 
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devotees (in the manner to be shown hereafter). (14) In llavrta, of course, the only male 
(available) is Lord Sankara (the Source of this universe); none else who is aware of the 
circumstances which led to the curse pronounced by (Lord Siva for the satisfaction of) 
Goddess Parvati (the divine Spouse of Siva, whose divine sports had been interrupted by 
the unannounced and hence unwelcome presence of sages in Her pleasance) dare enter 
this land. How a male attempting to enter it is transformed into a woman | shall narrate later 
on (in Book |X). (15) 
waa: Tsetse ~wWTaavaddegeee Tat aad yf 
Wane: ASU aaa SeaMealaahayUr Ha STATA | VG I 

Waited upon by hosts of women, numbering billions and forming the retinue of Goddess 
Parvati, Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) adores (there) His own Cause, the fourth 
manifestation, presiding over destruction (the function of Tamoguna) and known by the 
name of Sankarsana, of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person)—appearing in four forms 
(Vasudeva, Pradyumna, Aniruddha and Sankarsana)—realizing His presence in the mind 
in the form of a conceptual image and muttering the following (prayer). (16) 


= 


ATTA LAA 
So FAT Wat AETGHATS AAAS MTT AA Shel V9 
Ww Wee WI HS Ww Wea! 
vera 4 wfaqyaweat wane wr NaNTadivarqiecl 
3 Fa wanufeagmiitted geafe ¢ipead 
sa oom dsitaraeet wet A Wea Reiger ee! 
aaeemt a: Watt waa aida asaraaacire: 
a ameasisée git fear aeneat: woytrafiafrar: 101 
aoe Rats fatutagtt STTTA: | 
4 ae faoifre aafaieed saves aeleeeerg el 
aera sare qofarer wer fasted sar: fener 
merase «fram ware carte asehtet = FT1 221 
wt aa Get amt wer: fee: sean sa Gaba: | 
were 3860aqpaaaiseet: «= TC Ges TITaaHI 231 
afftiat ameife adudvit art wars Toratatted: | 
7 ae feos ast owe facateaeesi 
sft AAEM TERT TRAE Ged WHA AACS: | Ve! 


Lord Siva prays : “Hail, hail to the infinite Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), denoted 
by (the mystical syllable) OM, and manifesting all virtues though (Himself) unmanifest. (17) 
O adorable One! | adore You, the supreme Lord, whose lotus- feet afford shelter (to all), the 
highest Abode of all divine attributes (viz., universal lordship and omnipotence, piety of all 
kinds, entire glory, all wealth and splendour, omniscience and unattachment to everything) ! 
You have fully revealed before (Your) devotees Your divine form (that protects all created 
beings) and put an end to their rebirth; while You perpetuate (the bondage of) worldly 
existence in the case of those who are not devoted to You. (18) Who that seeks to subdue 
his senses would not esteem You, whose vision is not at all coloured by the objects of senses 
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(which are products of the Gunas of Maya) nor by the activities of the mind—even though 
You witness all with a view to controlling everything—unlike our vision, who have not been 
able to curb the vehemence of wrath. (19) To him who looks upon the body (which has no 
reality whatsoever) as his own self, You appear through (Your own) Maya (deluding potency) 
as though drunk, with Your eyes reddened by the use of spirituous liquor and distillates 
(toddy etc.). Nay, the wives of the Nagas (the denizens of Patala, the nethermost of the 
‘ subterranean regions) are unable to worship You through bashfulness, their mind being 
excited (with love) at the verytouch of Your feet. (20) The sacred texts (of the Vedas) declare 
You as responsible for the evolution, existence and dissolution of this universe, though 
beyond these states Yourself, eternal as You are. You never feel (the presence of) the 
terrestrial globe, lying like a mustard seed somewhere on the (sublime) base of Your 
thousand hoods. (21) Your very first manifestation, springing up from the three Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti) was (known as) Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), which 
(in the form of Citta or the faculty of ratiocination) is rooted in Sattva and which (when 
considered from the point of view of the Spirit presiding over it and visualized as one with 
the Supreme Deity) came to be known as Lord Brahma. (And) descended from him, | (Rudra) 
bring forth—through My own glory (in the form of Ahankara or the Ego), consisting of the 
three Gunas (because evolved from the Mahat-tattva, a product of the three Gunas)—the 
deities (presiding over the ten Indriyas and the mind) and the mind itself (that are Sattvika 
in character), the five gross elements (which are rooted in Tamas, being inert by nature) and 
the ten Indriyas (which are predominantly Rajasika). (22) Remaining under the control of the 
Supreme Person (in You) (and) unified (by the active principle in the shape of the vital airs) 
like birds held by a string, we all, viz., the Mahat-tattva, the ego, the deities mentioned above, 
the five gross elements and the Indriyas, evolve this creation by Your grace (alone). (23) 
Deluded by the objects of senses (which are the creation of the three Gunas), this Jiva (that 
is subject to birth and death) can never know (except by Your grace) the Maya (the principle 
of cosmic illusion) which has been conjured up by You and which subjects it to the bondage 
of Karma (action prompted by interested motives); much less can it know with any amount 
of ease the means of getting over that Maya. Moreover, the creation and dissolution (of the 
universe) are nothing apart from You (inasmuch and both these events take place in You). 
Therefore, obeisance to You !" (24) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse, in Book Five of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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DOS > a 
SATBTEMIS ATA: 
Discourse XVIII 
A description of (the various Varsas) of the terrestrial globe continued 
Aa O ESS ATA MAE: YRoT Usaat Taetad arqeaes at a4 


aaa eagreitaerst aaor BATT APM STAT |g I 
Sri Suka went on : Even so in BhadraSwavarsa a son of Dharma (the deity presiding 
over righteousness), Bhadrasrava by name (the ruler of this Varsa ) as well as the chief men 
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of his retinue adore the favourite manifestation of Lord Vasudeva Himself, known by the 
name of Hayagriva—who is piety personified—realizing His presence through supreme 
concentration of mind while muttering the following prayer. (1) 
WAG Hy: 

3 86 AT waa mata = AM sft 

ae fafat unaigeid wa wid fe fos ovata 

wrascete fant ad fea wt fast favitfasfais 

aera fayt mag: TH avat uyata urearefaer fanaa: 

aaa Word dart wea afated ems wash aqixi 

favargarartateret a Wade pared: | 

gai a fat wala aden waa ofaked a aeqai4l 

aa art eet ofatepa Ceres are fare: 

Wearee 4a maastrarad at waeisfaadieara = sfaias 

BhadraSrava and his men pray : “Hail to the almighty Dharma—denoted by the 

mystical syllable OM—who purifies the mind !" (2) Oh, (how) marvellous are the doings of 
the Lord (Your Maya), deluded by which this Jiva fails to perceive Death (whokills all), though 
endowed with vision, when he desires to survive (even) after cremating his father and son 
(old and young), contemplating evil deeds in order to enjoy the carnal pleasures (which have 
no reality whatsoever) ! (3) The learned have spoken of the world as perishable; while those 
wise men who have realized the Self even perceive it. as such (through deep concentration 
of mind). Yet are people deluded by Your Maya, O birthless one ! Highly wonderful are Your 
ways and | (simply) bow to You, the birthless Lord. (4) The functions of creation, preservation 
and dissolutions of the universe have been attributed (by the Vedas) to You, who are (really) 
a non-doer and unveiled (by Maya). This is (however) not (at all) surprising in Your case; for 
activity is (but) proper to You, who are everything (through Maya) and (therefore) the cause 
(the progenitor) of (all) effects; while, as a matter of fact, You are unconditioned (unveiled 
by Maya and therefore actionless). (5) Appearing in the form of a man-horse (a man with the 
head of a horse), it is You who rescued from the bottom of the ocean and restored to the 
supplicating Brahma (the first seer) the Vedas, that had been stolen away by the demon 
Madhu (who was ignorance personified) at the time of universal dissolution. (Therefore,) hail 
to You of unfailing resolve !" (6) 


grad owry saree ausenisaqaatuene aefad wt 
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Taka wentaata whitest waad |: 
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ek waretay wifternen serntta arediiteaqq 
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fer ye 0 Meframaret «after «tapi ex 

Again, in Harivarsa the Lord abides in the form of Narahari (aman-lion). The circumstances 

that led Him to assume that (queer) form | shall relate later on (while narrating the story of 
Prahrada in Book VII). The great devotee, Prahrada, who is an abode of all good qualities 
inhering in exalted souls and whose virtue and (ideal) conduct brought sanctity to the (entire) 
race of the Daityas and Danavas, adores this form, beloved of him, through a course of 
uninterrupted and undivided devotion, alongwith the (other) people inhabiting that Varsa, 
and repeats the following (prayer):—(7) "Hail to Lord Narasirhha, who is denoted by the 
mystical syllable OM ! Hail to the Light of all lights !! Fully reveal Yourself, O Lord with 
adamantine claws and adamantine teeth !!! Burn down, O burn down (our) latent desires (the 
seeds of future actions); swallow up, O swallow up (all) darkness (in the form of ignorance). 
We offer our worship to You, O Lord, O appear (in the horizon of) our mind in such a way 
as to make us fearless, to rid us of (all) fear Ksraum* !" (8) “May all be well with the world; 
may the wicked become gentle. May (all) living beings contemplate good to one another with 
their intellect and may their mind resort only to that which is good; and may our thought as 
well as the thought of others be fixed on You (Lord Visnu) without any motive (whatso- 
ever).(9) If there be (any) attachment in our heart, let it be for the loving devotees of the Lord 
and on no account for (our) dwelling, wife, children, wealth and kinsmen. (For) he who is 
contented with the (bare) necessaries of life and self-possessed attains blessedness at no 
distant date, but not he who loves the objects of the senses. (10) Entering through the ears 
the mind of those who repeatedly listen to the purifying accounts of the exploits of Lord Visnu 
(the Bestower of Liberation) which possess a unique glory of their own and which one gets 
to hear in the’ company of such devotees—the birthless Lord takes away the impurities of 
their mind ! Who (then) would not resort to such devotees ? (11) In (the heart of) a man who 
is blessed with exclusive devotion to the Lord permanently dwell the gods with all (their) 
virtues. (But) how can the qualities of exalted souls exist in him who, far from being a devotee 
of the Lord, runs after the illusory objects of senses under the impulse of desire ? (12) As 
water is dear to the fish as their (very) life, Lord Sri Hari indeed is the (veritable) soul of all 
embodied beings.|gnoring Him, if aman, however great he may be, remains attached to his 
home, his greatness, then, is reduced to that type which couples claim in advanced age. (13) 
Therefore, renouncing the home—which is the root avidity (the thirst for pleasures), 
attachment, grief, anger, pride, longing (for another's wife and wealth etc.), fear, wretchedness 
and mental anguish and, as such perpetuate the cycle of births and deaths take refuge in 
the feet of Lord Nrsimha, the only safe retreat." (14) 


Sarestt war ameaaetn cen: frafeatiar varaddfequ Garett 
asada Gearhart wat weqewneradsaightaret faeaet 
ama: daa fafoahai eu) ada defeantafacnatactaas fareractracite- 
oterenfe fren itrrparynrSery rae ere fare Tat aa TOT TT | STATA 


* A mystical syllable sacred to Lord Nrsimha. 
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So in Ketumalavarsa the Lord stays in the form of Kamadeva (Pradyumna) with intent ° 
to please Goddess Laksmi (His own divine consort) as well as the daughters (the female 
deities presiding over nights) and sons (the deities presiding over days)—the rulers of that 
Varsa—of Sarnvatsara (the deity presiding over a year, a Lord of created beings), (severally) 
numbering 36,000 (as many as there are days and nights comprising the full span of human 
life, viz., a hundred years). The embryos born in the womb of the former (the daughters of 
Samvatsara), whose mind gets frightened by the (dazzling) brilliance of the mighty weapon 
(the discus Sudarsana) of Lord Visnu (the supreme Person), perish at the end of a year and 
get discharged in a lifeless state. (15) By the elegance of His lotus face, lovely with the 
shapely arches of His brows, which are slightly raised on account of His playful glances 
accompanied with a winsome smile—which in its turn is embellished with the charm of His 
highly graceful gait—He brings excessive joy to Goddess Rama (who is His other Self) and 
(thereby) delights His own senses. (16) Accompanied by the daughters of Prajapati 
Sarnvatsara during nights and by their spouses (the deities presiding over days) during the 
daytime, Goddess Rama waits upon the aforesaid manifestation of the Lord, an embodiment 
of His own will (or creative energy), by recourse to supreme concentration of mind and 
repeats the following (prayer):—(17) "Hram ! Hrim !! Hram !!!* Hail to Lord Hrsikega (the 
Controller of the senses), denoted by the mystic syllable OM, distinguished by (all) 
extraordinary qualities, the Ruler of (all) the organs of action and the senses of perception, 
as well as of the (four) aspects of the internal senses (viz., the intellect, the ego, the 
understanding and the mind) including their functions and objects, who is manifested in the 
form of the sixteen limbs of a subtle body (viz., the mind and the ten Indriyas and the five 
subtle elements), who is Veda personified, who in the form of food sustains the physical 
body, who is immortality (final beatitude) itself, nay, who is everything and whois the fountain 
of (all) strength‘of mind, the potency of the Indriyas and physical strength. Hail to You, (our) 
beloved Lord, Love personified, both here and hereafter." (18) 
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“The Tantras mention a number of mystical syllables (Bija-Mantras) whose utterance is believed to possess a unique 
power to propitiate and reveal certain deities. Hram, Hrim and Hrim are three such syllables well-known for their efficacy to 
please a number of gods and goddesses. They are obviously intended here to propitiate Lord Pradyumna (who is Love 
personified). 
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“Women (maids) in this world desire (to obtain) another man as a husband by propitiating 
Yourself, the very Director of the senses, through sacred vows (of various kinds). They (the 
earthly husbands obtained by them) are surely unable to protect the beloved offspring, 
wealth and life of these women, since they (the husbands) are anything but independent 
(themselves). (19) He alone is a master in the real sense, who has no fear from any quarter 
himself and is able to protect on all sides a person stricken with fear. You are the only lord 
(answering these qualifications),since You account no other joy higher than the realization 
of Your own blissful nature. Otherwise (if Your joy depended on others, You would be far from 
independent and in the event of there being a number of independent rulers) there would 
be fear from one another. (20) (Again,) she who exclusively desires to adore the lotus-feet 
of such a lord in You succeeds in attaining all the objects of her desire (and yet enjoys the 
fame of being a disinterested devotee). If, on the other hand, You are worshipped (by a 
woman) and approached with a longing to secure from You her sought for boon, You 
bestow (on her) that boon alone, with the result that on the said object of her longing being 
destroyed (in course of time) she feels much afflicted, O Lord ! (21) (Even) Brahma (the 
birthless creator), Lord Siva (the all-powerful), gods (like Indra), demons and the like, 
whose mind is attached to the objects of senses, practise severe austerities for winning 
me (my grace), but fail to secure me—barring him who is devoted to You—inasmuch as 
my heart is fixed on You (alone), O invincible Lord ! (22) Be pleased, O immortal Lord, to 
place on my head Your adorable lotus-like hand, which You have (so often) placed on the 
head of devotees. (| certainly enjoy Your esteem in that) You bear me by way of anemblem 
(in the form of a golden streak) on Your (blessed) bosom, O adorable one ! (Yet | am 
deprived of Your grace, which is the exclusive privilege of devotees —an anomaly which 
| am unable to understand. This is, however, no cause for wonder; for) who can (hope to) 
divine the raison d'etre of whatever is wrought by Your Maya (deluding potency), 
omnipotent as You are?" (23) 
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And in Ramyakavarsa, the (present) Manu (Sraddhadeva, a son of the sun-god, known 
by the name of Satyavrata in the sixth or Caksusa Manvantara) the ruler of that Varsa adores 
even now with an unceasing flow of great (exclusive and disinterested) devotion, the most 
beloved form of the Lord—the form of the Divine Fish—revealed to him before (at the end 
of the Caksusa Manvantara,* when the three worlds were inundated by the ocean), and 
repeats the following (prayer):— (24) "Hail to the Lord as revealed in His very first descent 
(on the material plane) and denoted by the mystical syllable OM ! Hail to Him who is an 
embodiment of Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), and who is the very life-giving 
principle as well as (the source of) the potency of the Indriyas, the strength of mind and 
physical strength (too) !! Hail to the great (divine) Fish !!!" (25) 
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* For the story connected with the Lord's descent as the divine Fish vide Discourse XXIV of Book VIII. 
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“Though Your form is unseen by (remains hidden from the view of) all the guardians of 
the spheres (Brahma and others). You move about (in the form of the vital airs) within and — 
(as the atmospheric air) without (all living beings), making a loud noise (in the form of the 
Vedas and thereby proclaiming Your existence). You are that (supreme) Ruler who has 
brought this universe under control by means of (various) denominations (such as the 
Brahmana, which serve as a basis for the varied injunctions and interdictions of the 
scriptures), even as a showman controls a wooden puppet (by a wire). (26) Suffering from 
the fever of jealousy, the guardians of the (different) spheres (Indra and others) were unable 
without You (the life-giving principle) to protect the bipeds or quadrupeds, the mobile or the 
immobile creatures—({in short,) whatever is seen in this world—in spite of their striving 
severally as well as unitedly. (27) Holding (by a cord) this earth—a storehouse of annual 
plants and creepers (etc.) — including myself (then known as Satyavrata) You, the birthless 
Lord, sported far and wide with (great) vigour in the ocean, that was, at the time of universal 
dissolution tumultuous with waves. Hail to such a Lord, the (inner) Controller of the 
multitudes of animate beings !" (28) 
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In Hiranmayavarsa, again, the Lord resides in (lit., having assumed) the form of the 
(Divine) Tortoise. Alongwith the denizens of this subdivision of the earth, Aryama, the lord 
of the hosts of manes, adores that most beloved manifestation of the Lord, and repeats this 
prayer:—(29) "Hail, hail to You, the divine Tortoise, denoted by the mystical syllable OM and 
possessed of a form consisting entirely of Sattvaguna, whose position is not open to 
perception (because of Your staying under water)! Hail to the most ancient one !! Hail to the 
omnipresent Lord !!! Hail, hail to the Support of all !!!!" (30) 
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“The objective world, manifested as it is by Your own Maya (creative energy) and 
observed in multitudinous forms, but whose extent cannot be correctly estimated because 
of its being falsely perceived, is (as a matter of fact) Your own manifestation (nothing apart 
from You). Your (essential) form, however, cannot be described (in words). Hail to You as 
such ! (31) Itis You alone that are called by the name of a mammal a sweat-born creature, 
an oviparous being, a plant, a mobile or immobile creature, a god, a Rsi (a superior class 
of human beings endowed with preternatural vision or clairvoyance), a Pitr (mane), an evil 
spirit, the world of the senses, the heaven-world (the celestial regions), the aerial world (the 
space intervening between heaven and earth and inhabited by beings endowed with an 
aerial body), the earth, a mountain, a river, an ocean, a Dwipa (one of the principal divisions 
of the terrestrial world), a heavenly body or planet, a star (and so on). (32) Even though You 
possess a numberless (endless) variety of names, forms and shapes, yet a (specified) 
number of categories, (say, twenty-four) has been assumed in You by seers (like the divine 
Kapila). The knowledge of Truth by means of which this number (plurality) is set aside is no 
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other than You, the embodiment of true wisdom. Hail to You !" (33) 
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In the land of the northern Kurus (the subdivision of the terrestrial world known by this 
name) the Lord presiding over sacrifices dwells (is worshipped) in the form of the divine Boar. 
Alongwith the Kurus (the denizens of this subdivision) this Goddess Earth (that serves as 
our abode) adores Him through an incessant flow of unfaltering devotion and repeats the 
following supremely esoteric prayer:—(34) "Hail to the divine Boar, denoted by the mystical 
syllable OM, truly known (only) through the Mantras (sacred texts of the Vedas), the Deity 
presiding over sacrifices both without and with a sacrificial post, (nay,) whose (divine) Body 
is constituted of the (varieties of) great sacrifices ! (vide III. xiii. 38) ! Hail to the Supreme 
Person !! Hail to You who (in the form of a sacrificer) are pure* of actions, and who manifest 
Yourself (in the form of sacrifices) only in the (last) three Yugas."t (35) 
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"Even as those well-versed in rituals churn out the fire hidden in pieces of (sacrificial) 
wood with the help of the fire-producing wooden stick, so the wise, keen to perceive Your 
reality, obscured by (attachment to) actions and their fruits, try to discover it (as the all- 
pervading self) in the discipline of their body and senses etc., (which are products of matter) 
with the help of (their) discriminating mind (reason). Hail to You who reveal Yourself through 
this process (of chastening the body and senses). (36) By them whose intellect has become 
capable of keen discernment through reflection as well as through (the practice of) the (eight) 
limbs of Yoga (Yama, Niyama and so on). You, the Supreme Self, are truly and directly 
perceived alongwith (as distinguished from) the attributes of Maya (Prakrti), viz., the gross 
elements, the organs of action, the senses of perception, the all-powerful Kala (the Time- 
Spirit) and the doer (the ego). Hail to You as such and hail to You, whose form is not the 
creation of Maya (Prakrti) ! (37) Even as a piece of iron moves due to (the very presence of) 
aloadstone, turning its face towards the latter, Your Maya carries on through the three Gunas 
(Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) the creation, preservation and dissolution of the universe— 
sought after (by You for the evolution of the Jivas) though not desired (by You for Your own 

* The Lord Himself declares in the Bhagavadgita that the performance of sacrifices and the practice of charity and 
austerities are conducive to purity—— 
Fal oh Wasa Wes FATA I (XVII. 5) 
t That is because no sacrifices are performed in the first Yuga, the Satyayuga or because according to another 
interpretation, the Lord remains unmanifest in Kali age. 
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sake)—Y ourself remaining a mere looker-on. Hail to You, the Witness of (all that is evolved 
from) the (three) Gunas as well as of the Karmas (of the various Jivas) ! (38) | bow to that 
omnipotent Lord who, having assumed the form of the divine Boar, the Cause of the 
universe, and placing me on the end of Your tusk, emerged, through the entire depth of the 
Deluge water, from its very bottom, sporting like an elephant after crushing to death in an 
encounter the demon (Hiranyaksa) who stood (before Him) as a rival elephant." (39) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse entitled "A description of the terrestrial world" 
in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka continued : In Kimpurusavarsa that foremost devotee of the Lord, Hanuman, 
who takes great pleasure in remaining by the side of his Lord's feet, adores with unremitting 
devotion, alongwith the Kimpurusas (the denizens of that Varsa), the most ancient Person 
in the form of Lord Sri Rama, elder Brother of Laksmana and the Delighter (Beloved) of 
Sita.(1) (There) accompanied by Arstisena ( a chief denizen of the Varsa), he listens with 
great interest the most auspicious story of his divine Lord, sung by the Gandharvas and 
himself repeats the following (prayer):—(2) "Hail to the glorious Lord (Sri Rama), denoted 
by the mystical syllable OM ! Hail to Him who is possessed of noble characteristics and an 
ideal character and conduct ! Hail to Him who fully disciplined His self (and) followed the 
wishes of the people ! Hail to Him who is the (very) touch stone of reputation for goodness ! 
Hail to the Lord who is resplendent with His devotion to the Brahmana race ! Hail to the 
Supreme Person in the form of a great Ruler !" (3) 
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"| resort to Him who is of the nature of pure Consciousness, the only entity, who has by 
His own divine energy (that constitutes His very being) distanced His potency known by the 
name of Maya (consisting of the three Gunas), (nay,) who is other than this objective world 
and perfectly serene, who can be realized (only) by those possessed of a pure mind, and 
who transcends all (material) names and forms and is (absolutely) egoless. (4) The descent 
of that omnipotent Lord in a human semblance on this earth is really intended to teach 
mankind (the ways of the great) and not merely to exterminate the demon race (which could 
be done by His mere will) ! Otherwise how could there be any woes caused by (separation 
from) Sita (His divine Spouse) to the supreme Lord, the Soul of the universe, revelling in His 
own (blissful) nature ? (5) He is the same as Lord Vasudeva (the abode of the whole 
universe)—the greatest friend, (nay,) the very Self of (all) wise men*— not (in the least) 
attached to (anything in) the three worlds. He could not (therefore) give way to infatuation 
occasioned by (separation from) His Consort nor could He abandon (send into exile) 
Laksmanat (except in order to teach the world the ways of the great). (6) Indeed neither 
pedigree nor physical charm nor eloquence nor intellectual calibre nor (again) race (the 
species of life in which one is born) is conducive to the pleasure of that Supreme being; for 
lo ! Sri Rama (elder brother of Laksmana) admitted to His friendship even us, wild beasts 
(monkeys), bereft of all these (qualifications) ! (7) Therefore, whether a god or a demon, a 
monkey or a human being—whatever one may be—one should resort (for protection) with 
allone's being to the noblest Sri Rama—Lord Sri Hari Himself in human semblance —who 
is Supremely conscious of services done to Him and who (while returning to His divine Abode 
at the end of His pastime on earth) led to Heaven (all) the people of north Kosala." (8) 
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* The Lord is, in fact, the friend as weil as the Self of all embodied souls without distinction; yet He is spoken of here as 
the friend and the Self of wise men in the sense that it is the wise alone who recognize Him as such. 

+ We are told in the Ramayana that Lord Sri Rama was once closeted with a messenger of the gods Laksmana guarded 
the entrance under orders of the Lord, who had strictly warned him not to enter the room himself nor allow anyone else to do 
so under any circumstance, adding that anyone who did so would be beheaded by Him. Meanwhile the irascible sage Durvasa 
appeared on the scene and peremptorily demanded that the Lord should at once be apprised of his presence, threatening to 
curse Him if Laksmana declined to do so. Laksmana preferred to be killed by his divine Brother rather than invite the sage’s 
curse on Him and informed the Lord of his arrival. The sage was then ushered into the Lord's presence and respectfully 
dismissed after being duly entertained. The Lord now felt very miserable when He thought of the terrible fate which awaited 
Laksmana, and remained mute. He then summoned His counsellors and invited their opinion, whereupon the sage Vasistha 
exhorted Him to exile Laksmana, which was as good as beheading him. The Lord accepted the advice of His preceptor and 
did accordingly. 
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Again, in order to shower His grace (by setting a noble example) on those who have 
controlled their mind, the Lord compassionately practises in Bharatavarsa (in the holy retreat 
of Badarikasrama)—under the name of Nara-Narayana, till the end of the Kalpa, His 
movements remaining unperceived—austerities, which, while enhancing one's religious merit, 
enlightenment, aversion to the pleasures of sense, Yogic power, self-control and freedom from 
egotism, (eventually) lead to Self-Realization. (9) Intending to instruct Savarni (one of the 
prospective Manus, who is going to preside over the next or eighth Manvantara) in the 
Paficaratra Agama (describing the greatness of the Lord) as well as in (the principles of) 
Sankhya (the process of realizing Godas identical with oneself) and Yoga (the process of union 
with the Lord as distinct from oneself) as taught by the Lord (Himself) in Srimad Bhagavadgita, 
the glorious Narada, along with the people of Bharatavarsa, who follow the rules of Varnagrama 
(the division of society into four Varnas or grades and four Agramas or stages in life), adores the 
Lord (Nara-Narayana) with a feeling of supreme devotion and repeats the following 
(prayer):—(10) "Hail to the Lord, denoted by the mystical syllable OM, who is given to self- 
control and is (absolutely) free from the attributes of body and senses etc., (which are other than 
the Self) ! Hail to Nara-Narayana, the foremost of sages, the wealth of those who have nothing 
(to call their own) !! Hail, hail to the supreme Teacher of ascetics of the highest order and the 
Lord of those who revel in the Self!!!" (11) Again, he sings the following (praises): —"Hail to 
Him who, though the Maker of this (universe), does not get bound to the functions of creation 
etc., (by recognizing Himself as the doer), who though invested with a body, is not affected by 
the attributes of a body (hunger, thirst and so on) and whose vision, though He is all-seeing, 
is not tainted by the qualities (of that which He sees)—(to sum up,) who is (absolutely) 
unattached, pure and a (mere) witness. (12) Indeed here in, O’Master of Yoga, lies the 
proficiency in Yoga (mind-control), of which the glorious Brahma (who was born of a golden 
lotus sprung from the navel of Lord Visnu) has spoken, viz., that, having given up (all) 
identification with the body, one should concentrate one's mind on You, who are beyond the 
modes of Prakrti (all material phenomena), at the last moment (of one's life) through (the 
practice of) Devotion (continued from one's very birth). (13) (All) effort (in the direction of 
attaining wisdom through learning and other means) is mere (fruitless) labour on the part of 
him who, though learned (well-versedin the scriptures) is afraid of the loss of (his) contemptible 
(frail) body (even) like him (an ignorant person) who is addicted to the pleasures of this world 
as well as of that (the other world), and anxious about his sons, wife and possessions. (14) 
Therefore, administer You to us that (supreme) remedy in the form of loving devotion to You, 
whereby we may (be able to) shake off soon, O Lord who are beyond sense-perception, the 
feeling of ‘I’ and 'mine' with respect to this contemptible (material) body, which (feeling) is so 
difficult to renounce, occasioned as it is by Your Maya (deluding potency)." (15) 
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In this Bharatavarsa too there are a number of rivers and mountains, viz., Malaya, 
Mangalaprastha, Mainaka, Trikuta, Rsabha, Kutaka, Kollaka, Sahya, Devagiri, Rsyamuka, 
‘Srigaila, Venkata, Mahendra, Varidhara, Vindhya, Suktiman, Rksagiri,. Pariyatra, Drona, 
Citrakuta, Govardhana, Raivataka, Kakubha, Nila, Gokamukha, Indrakila and Kamagiri, and 
other hundreds and thousands of mountains and there are countless big and small rivers 
flowing from their sides. (16) The people of Bharatavarsa touch with their body too the water 
of these rivers, which purify them by their very names. (17) Candravasa Tamraparni, 
Avatoda, Krtamala, Vaihayasi, Kaveri, Veni, Payaswini, Sarkaravarta, Tungabhadra, Krsna, 
Venya, Bhimarathi, Godavari, Nirvindhya; Payosni, Tapi, Reva, Surasa, Narmada Carmanvati 
(and) Sindhu, two big rivers—Andha (Brahmaputra) and Sona (Sone) —Mahanadi, Vedasmrii, 
Rsikulya, Trisama, Kausiki, Mandakini, Yamuna, Saraswati, Drsadvati, Gomati, Sarayu, 
Rodhaswati Saptavati, Susoma, Satadra, Candrabhaga, Marudvrdha, Vitasta, Asikni (and) 
Viswa are (the names of) the principal rivers. (18) It is by men born in this Varsa alone that 
manifold states of existence—celestial, human and infernal—are earned for the soul 
through actions of a Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika character respectively, performed by 
themselves; for all forms of existence can be attained by all according to (the quality of) their 
actions and final beatitude can also be achieved (by them) by discharging (in a disinterested 
spirit) the duties prescribed for each Varna or grade of society—final beatitude, which 
consists in an incessant flow of motiveless devotion to Lord Vasudeva, the Supreme Spirit, 
the Inner Controller of all living beings, who is free from partiality (and prejudice etc.), is 
beyond the range of speech and has nothing to rest on. It appears only when (the rare 
privilege of) close (loving) association with the servants of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person) 
is had, which (again) is possible only when the knot of ignorance, the occasion for the various 
states of (mundane) existence, is cut asunder. (19-20) 
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The gods too extol human life (as follows):"Oh, what meritorious deed was performed 

(in a previous birth) by them—or it may be that Sri Hari was pleased with them of His own 
accord (through His own compassionate nature, such a meritorious deed being most difficult 
to perform,)—who have secured (the rare boon of) birth among human beings in the land 
of Bharatavarsa—(the only birth) suitable for the service of Lord Sri Visnu (the Bestower of 
Liberation), (and therefore) coveted (but not attained) even by us ! (21) What has been 
gained by us through sacrificial performances, austerities and (other) sacred vows, (practice 
of) charity and other (meritorious) acts, so difficult to perform, or even through the fruitless 
attainment of heaven (earned through those meritorious acts), where one gets no opportunity 
for the remembrance of Bhagavan Narayana, which is eliminated due to excessive 
gratification of the senses ? (22) (Nay,) securing (birth in) the land of Bharatavarsa on the 
part of men with a short span of life is preferable to the attainment of the abode (the spheres 
higher than Indra‘s heaven, viz., Maharloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka or Brahmaloka) 
of those who live for a (whole) Kalpa (the lifetime of the three worlds, covering a thousand 
revolutions of the four Yugas, or 4,32,00,00,000 human years)—an abode which leads to 
rebirth (after one has enjoyed one's allotted span of life there). For, offering (to the Lord) the 
actions done in the course of an instant (even) with their mortal body, wise men (in this land) 
attain to the fearless Abode of Sri Hari. (23) That region—be it the abode of Brahma (the 
highest ruler of the gods) himself—should in no case be resorted to, where streams of nectar 
in the shape of the stories of Lord Visnu do not flow, where there are no pious devotees of 
the Lord, living on those nectarean streams and where there are no sacrificial performances 
intended to propitiate Lord Visnu (the Lord of sacrifices) and accompanied with grand 
festivities (in the shape of sacred music and dancing etc.). (24) Those Jivas (embodied 
souls), however, who do not strive to secure immunity from rebirth (even) after attaining birth 
in the human race—fully equipped with knowledge (discrimination), capacity for actions 
leading to knowledge and substances helpful to such activities—fall into bondage again like 
wild birds (disentangled from the fowler's net, yet carelessly sporting on the same tree where 
they were once entrapped). (25) 

a: ge ates ure gateatts fama: 

Wh: yaeaafared yer vets yet: aamnferet wy:126 1 
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"Invoked in sacrifices under diverse names (Indra, Agni and so on) by the people of 

Bharatavarsa, the same Lord—who is (not only) perfect (in every respect) but who is the 
Bestower of (all) blessings (sought for by men)—Himself gladly accepts (nay, eats) the 
oblations set apart (for different gods) in (due) proportions and poured into the sacrificial fire 
(for being conveyed to those gods) with reverence according to the correct procedure, while 


reciting the sacred text (consecrated to the deity invoked) and with (particular) regard to 
substance (which is different in the case of different gods). (26) True, the Lord grants men's 
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prayer, (when) implored by them; but certainly He does not confer the real boon (on such 
men) as (is evident from the fact that) their supplication is renewed (not long) after their 
prayer is granted. To them (however) who adore Him, seeking nothing (of Him), He 
vouchsafes (reveals) of His own accord His own lotus-feet, which satiate (one's) longings 
(for all time). (27) If there is (any) religious merit—following from a good sacrifice duly 
performed, a religious discourse properly delivered or (any other noble) act done by us (in 
a previous existence)—still left (to our credit) after (enjoying) the pleasures of heaven, O, 
let us be blessed with an incarnation in the Ajanabhavarsa* (Bharatavarsa), endowed with 
(the) consciousness (that Sri Hari alone is worthy of adoration), inasmuch as (we know that) 
Sri Hari extends (His) blessing (grace) to those who worship Him. (28) 
aye Tara 
wags a usage tH sofenha anevada suit ut utd 
Preniserenierart! 2¢1 cae wauinayesyent sada THOTT werehur: wrest: 
fect cigid | 30 Ua ca UA SHageadfaunt aaroserquateta sha Be 
ola APETTad Wet Wee Hea VaR Sagivantt ataraietsema: 1 ee | 

Sri Suka went on : Some (wise men), O king, speak of eight minor Dwipas (islands), 
comprised in JambUdwipa and brought into existence by the sons of king Sagara while 
digging up this globe on all sides in the course of their search for the horse (released by their 
father preparatory to the performance of a horse-sacrifice'). (29) They are known as 
Swarnaprastha, Candrasgukla, Avartana, Ramanaka, Mandaraharina, Paficajanya, Sirhala 
and Lanka. (30) In this way the division of JambUdwipa into (so many) Varsas has been 
described to you, O jewel among the descendants of Bharata, even as | was told (by my 
preceptor). (31) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse entitled “A description of Jambudwipa," in Book 
Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XX 
A description of the other six Dwipas and the 
mountain-range called Lokaloka 
ATH Sara 
Sa: Wt ae wareaurearat 9 adfaart soaudtie! srggiitsd 
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Tae Untadt aan afar areiaatt | wait srgquare grarearenat fkxona sft 
Taree Aas e ea aoa: frases sen: Se errant iin faareg aaa 
" We have already seen how this subdivision of the terrestrial globe, was previously called Ajanabhavarsa and came 


to be known as Bharatavarsa after the name of its illustrious ruler, Emperor Bharata (vide. V. vii. 3). 


T Vide IX. viii. 8-9. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Hereafter the division of Plaksa and the other Dwipas into Varsas 
is going to be described with (particular) reference to their extent, distinctive character and 
configuration. (1) Even as Mount Meru is surrounded by Jambudwipa, this Jambudwipa (in 
its turn) is encircled by a salt ocean, as wide as the Dwipa itself; and the salt ocean too is 
hemmed in (on the other side) by what bears the name of Plaksadwipa—which is twice as 
wide as the salt ocean (or two lakh Yojanas wide)—even as a moat may be enclosed by an 
outer garden. (In that Dwipa) stands an effulgent Plaksa tree—of the same dimensions as 
the Jambd (rose-apple) tree (in Jambudwipa)—which is responsible for the name of the 
Dwipa and at the foot of which dwells the god of fire with seven tongues. Its (very first) ruler, 
Idhmajihva, (the second) son of Emperor Priyavrata, divided his Dwipa (into seven parts) 
and, having entrusted (these) seven Varsas (subdivisions) to (the care of) his (seven) sons, 
bearing the name of the seven Varsas himself attained liberation by being united with the 
(supreme) Spirit. (2) The Varsas are called Siva, Yavasa, Subhadra, Santa, Ksema, Amrta 
and Abhaya. The well-known mountains and rivers in those Varsas are severally seven only 
(one in each). (3) ManikUta, VajrakUta, Indrasena, Jyotisman, Suparna, Hiranyasthiva and 
Meghamala are the (principal) mountains forming the boundaries (of the Varsas). (And ) the 
principal rivers are called Aruna, Nrmna, Angirasi, Savitri, Suprabhata, Rtambhara and 
Satyambhara. The four classes (of people here) bearing the title of Harnsa, Patanga, 
Urdhvayana and Satyanga respectively (which correspond tothe fourcastes in Bharatavarsa), 
are (gradually) able to shake off Rajas and Tamas by bathing in the water of these rivers; 
they live to an age of a thousand years, possess a form (free from fatigue, perspiration etc.), 
similar to that of the gods, bear children like the gods and worship the (almighty) Lord, the 
Soul of the universe, in the form of the sun-god, the gateway to heaven and the veritable 
embodiment of the three Vedas (being their preserver and teacher, nay, their very theme) 
through the rituals taught in the three Vedas. (4) (They repeat the following prayer:)— "We 
resort to the sun-god, who is a manifestation of the most ancient Lord Visnu and the very Soul 
of (the Deity presiding over) Satya (regarding all with the same eye, Rta (speaking politely and 
truthfully), the Veda (that reveals the true nature of both these types of virtue) as well as of good 
(resulting from righteousness) and evil (resulting from unrighteousness)." (5) In the five Dwipas 
commencing from the Plaksadwipa, long life, soundness and potency of the Indriyas (the 
senses of perception as well as the organs of action), strength of mind and bodily vigour, 
intellectual acumen and bravery are the natural endowment of all men without distinction. (6) 
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Even as Plaksadwipa is Surrounded by an ocean of sugar-cane juice, equal (in width) 
to the Dwipa itself, so does Salmaladwipa, which is double in width (as compared to the 
Plaksadwipa) shine as enclosed (on the other side) by an equally wide ocean of wine.(7) 
It is a well-known fact that in that Dwipa indeed there is a Salmali (silk-cotton) tree, of 
the same dimensions as the Plaksa tree, on which the learned proclaim the existence 
of the abode of the glorious Garuda (the king of birds), who glorifies the Lord by means 
of Vedic hymns (which constitute his very limbs*) and this tree is considered as 
responsible for the name of the Dwipa. (8) The (first) ruler of that Dwipa, king Yajfiabahu, 
(the third) son of Priyavrata, divided among his seven sons the seven Varsas (divisions 
of this Dwipa) bearing the name of the princes—Surocana, Saumanasya, Ramanaka, 
Devavarsa, Paribhadra, Apyayana and Avijfiata. (9) In those Varsas the well-known 
mountains demarcating the different Varsas and rivers are (severally) seven only—viz., 
the Swarasa, Satasrnga, Vamadeva, Kunda, Mukunda, Puspavarsa and Sahasrasruti 
(mountains) and the Anumati, Sinivali, Saraswati ,Kuht, Rajani, Nanda and Raka 
(rivers). (10) The (four classes of the) people of those Varsas known by the names of 
Srutadhara, Viryadhara, Vasundhara and Isandhara, worship with (the recitation of ) 
Vedic hymns the Lord who is the Soul of the universe in the form of the moon-god—) who 
is Veda personified. (11) ) (They repeat the following prayer:—) "May the moon-godt— 
who during the dark and bright fortnights distributes by his rays nourishment (in the 
shape of nectar) to the manes and the gods as well as to all (other) created beings — 
be our ruler (protect us) on all sides !" (12) 


Wa Wagers: ward yer aay: geeEMt afer sweat 
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Similarly, beyond the ocean of wine and twice as large, the KuSadwipa, which like the 
Salmaladwipa, (mentioned in passage 7 above), is encircled (on the other side) by an equally 
wide ocean of clarified butter. In that Dwipa there is a clump of Kuga grass, brought into 
existence by the Lord (Himself), which is responsible for the name of the Dwipa, and which, 
like another (heatless) flaming fire, illuminates the quarters by he effulgence of its (tender) 
shoots. (13) Its (first) ruler, O Pariksit, king Hiranyareta by name, (the fourth) son of 


* The Sruti texts declare that Garuda represents in his person the various parts of the Vedas -— 
qaists teeny faga fet as Sey: SAH ST STH 4 a Seed Gece val cared GS oie fete oe ashe a 


T Itis believed that the orb of the moonis constituted of nectar, the nourishment of the gods and the manes, whichit scatters 
by its rays all the thirty days of a month. The vegetable kingdom, the natural food of earthly creatures, including men, is also 
believed to derive its nutritive properties, succulence and savour from the moonbeams. It is in this sense that the moon-god 
is declared in the above verse as distributing food to all created beings including the gods arid the manes. 
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Priyavrata, divided his Dwipa, in due proportion among his seven sons—Vasu, Vasudana, 
Drdharuci, Nabhigupta, Stutyavrata, Viviktaand Vamadeva—and himself took to religious 
austerities. (14) In their Varsas the well-known mountains, forming their boundaries, and 
rivers are severally seven only—viz., the Cakra, Catuhsrnga, Kapila, Citrakita, Devanika, 
Urdhvaroma and Dravina (mountains) and the Rasakulya, Madhukulya, Mitravinda, 
Srutavinda, Devagarbha, Ghrtacyuta and Mantramala (rivers). (15) Purified by their 
waters, (the four classes of) the inhabitants of Kusadwipa—enjoying the title of Kusala, 
Kovida, Abhiyukta and Kulaka—worship the Lord manifested as the God of fire, by 
means of their proficiency in rituals. (16) (They repeat the following prayer :—) "You are 
the Carrier of oblations to Bhagavan Narayana (the transcendent Brahma) Himself, O 
God of fire ! (Therefore,) by means of the worship (offered through you) to the gods, who 
are (So many) limbs* of that Supreme Person (Cosmic Being), propitiate (convey our 
oblations to and thereby contribute directly to the pleasure of) Sri Hari (the Supreme 
Person)." (17) 
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Likewise, beyond the ocean of clarified butter lies the Krauficadwipa, twice as wide (as 
that ocean) and surrounded (on the other side) by an ocean of milk of the same width as itself, 
even as the KuSadwipa is enclosed by the ocean of clarified butter (as mentioned in the last 
paragraph). There stands the king of mountains, Kraufica by name, which is responsible for 
the name of this Dwipa. (18) Though it had its ledges and arbours riven and destroyed by 
the weapon (spear) of Guha (the younger son of Lord Siva), the mountain became fearless 
(immune from danger), sprayed (constantly) by (the billows of) the ocean of milk and 
protected on all sides by the glorious Varuna (the god of water). (19) Its ruler, (the fifth) son 
of Priyavrata, Ghrtaprstha by name, (who lived) in that Dwipa of his own (share), carved out 
seven Varsas and, having installed his seven heirs in those Varsas—which were named 
after his sons—as their rulers, himself resorted to the lotus-feet of Lord Sri Hari of most 
auspicious renown, his own inner Self, enlightened as he was. (20) The sons of Ghrtaprstha 
were named Ama, Madhuruha, Meghaprstha, Sudhama, Bhrajistha, Lohitarna and Vanaspati. 
The well-known mountains of their Varsas are seven (only)—viz., Sukla, Vardhamana, 
Bhojana, Upabarhina, Nanda, Nandana and Sarvatobhadra; and the rivers also are seven— 
viz., Abhaya, Amrtaugha, Aryaka, Tirthavati, Vrttirapavati, Pavitravati and Sukla. (21) Using 
the sacred and purifying water of these rivers, (the four classes of) the people of these 
a i eg et ee gee 
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Varsas—bearing the title of Purusa, Rsabha, Dravina and Devaka—wait upon the Deity in 
the form of water* with the hollow of their joined palms full of water. (22) (They repeat the 
following prayer:—) "O (god presiding over) water! You are endowed with the energy of God 
(the Supreme Person). (Therefore) consecrating the three worlds (heaven and earth and the 
space intervening them), (and) capable of wiping out sins by your very nature, (pray,) purify 
our bodies as we touch you." (23) 
Wa Wretreaihrareahta Sua: STRAIT Se aa ATTA: BATA BSUS TSA 
Uthat Ghar ireal ATA Welee: AAA AEA & Beare Froaraata | 2x | 
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Likewise, situated beyond the ocean of milk and round about it is the Sakadwipa with 
a width of thirty-two lakh Yojanas (or 2,56,00,000 miles) and enclosed by an equally wide 
ocean of liquid curds. In that Dwipa stands a tree bearing the appellation of Saka, which is 
responsible for the name of the Dwipa and whose most fragrant odour they say perfumes 
the (entire) Dwipa. (24) The (first) ruler of that Dwipa too was a (the sixth) son of Priyavrata, 
Medhatithi by name. He too carved out seven Varsas, that were named after his sons, and, 
having installed there as (their) rulers his own sons—bearing the names of Purojava, 
Manojava, Pavamana, Dhumranika, Citrarepha, Bahurupa and Viswadhara—himself 
entered (retired to) a forest suitable for religious austerities, his mind given to Lord 
Ananta.(25) The mountains forming the boundaries of these Varsas, as well as the rivers of 
these Varsas are severally seven only—viz., the Isana, Urusrnga, Balabhadra, Satakesara 
Sahasrasrota, Devapala and Mahanasa (mountains) and the Anagha, Ayurda, Ubhayasprsti, 
Aparajita, Paficapadi, Sahasrasruti and Nijadhrti (rivers). (26) (The four classes of) the 
people of those Varsas—severally bearing the title of Rtavrata, Satyavrata, Danavrata and 
Anuvrata—worship the Lord in the form of the wind-god through supreme concentration of 
mind, having shaken off (the elements of) Rajas and Tamas by means of Pranayama 
(breath-control). (27) (They repeat the following prayer:—)"May that Lord, the very inner 
Controller (of all)—under whose sway this visible universe exists and who, having entered (the 
body of all) animate beings (as air), sustains them by His (fivefold) functions of inhalation, 
exhalation and so on (that serve as a token of His own existence)—protect us!" (28) 
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* The worship of God in the form of water (as in any other form, since all forms, aré His) has been recommended in 
the Vedic text— sci FelaTsHia_ and is thus quite in keeping with the spirit of scriptures. 
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Even so, extending beyond the ocean of fluid curds and encircling it (on one side) lies 
the Puskaradwipa, double in width as compared to it and surrounded on the other side by 
an equally wide ocean of fresh water. In that Dwipa stands a gigantic lotus with hundreds 
of millions of gold petals bright as the flames of a blazing fire, which is intended to be the seat 
of the glorious Brahma (who is universally known as having a lotus for his seat). (29) In the 
middle of that Dwipa rises only one mountain-range, named Manasottara, which forms the 
boundary of the inner and outer Varsas and possesses a height as well as a width of ten 
thousand Yojanas (eighty thousand miles). On this mountain stand (built) in the four quarters 
the four cities of Indra and (three) other guardians of the world (Yama, Varuna and Soma) 
(and) over it revolves the (other) wheel—in the form of a year—of the sun-god's chariot, 
going round Mount Meru (to which the first wheel stands fastened) in the space of a day and 
a night of the gods (which correspond to the northern and southern courses of the sun). (30) 
The (first) ruler of the aforementioned Dwipa as well was a (the seventh) son of Priyavrata, 
Vitihotra by name. Having appointed his two sons, Ramanaka and Dhataki by name, as the 
rulers of the two Varsas (comprised in his Dwipa), he himself took solely to the service 
(worship) of the Lord, like his elder brothers. (31) The people of these two Varsas worship 
the Lord in the form of Brahma (the Creator) through rituals leading to (the attainment of) 
Brahma's heaven and other such rewards (which are achieved through actions alone) and 
repeat the following (prayer):—(32)"Hail to that glorious, yet tranquil form (of the Lord), which 
is attained through (meritorious) acts and by resorting to which (the truth about) Brahma can 
be known, which men worship (as Brahma), (and) which has the one supreme Reality for its 
goal and is (therefore essentially) one without a second." (33) 
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The sage (Sri Suka) went on :— Beyond that (the ocean of fresh water) stands in the 
form of a ring the mountain-range called Lokaloka, which constitutes the dividing line 
between the region lighted (by the sun) and that which is not so lighted. (34) (A stretch of) 
land as wide as that lying between the Manasottara and Meru mountains extends (on the 
other side of the ocean of fresh water). Beyond that there is another (tract of) land with a 
surface of gold and (bright) like a sheet of mirror. Anything dropped there is on no account 
to be found again (apparently because it is changed into gold and assimilated with the 
surface): hence it is shunned by all (earthly) life. (35) The mountain-range referred to above 
is rightly called 'Lokaloka' inasmuch as 'Loka' (the region lighted by the sun) and ‘Aloka’ (that 
screened from the sun's rays) are clearly defined by it, standing as it does between them. (36) 
That mountain has been placed by the Almighty beyond the three worlds (heaven, earth and 
the intermediate region) as a boundary extending on all sides. And it is so high and 
extensive that the rays of the multitudes of heavenly bodies from the sun (right) up to the 
pole-star, enveloping (illuminating) as they do (all) the three worlds on this side, are never 
able to reach the other side. (37) 
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Thus far has been reckoned to be the disposition of the terrestrial world by the learned 
with (particular) reference to the extent, distinctive character and configuration (of its 
various parts). As for the region extending from Mount Sumeru to the aforesaid Lokaloka 
mountain, it covers a quarter of the entire diameter of the terrestrial globe, which is 
calculated to be fifty crore Yojanas (or four thousand million miles).(38) Beyond that 
mountain live the (four) great elephants—Rsabha, Puskaractda, Vamana and Aparajita 
by name—that have been posted in the four quarters by Brahma (the self-born), the 
adored of the whole universe, and are (held) responsible for maintaining (the balance of) 
the entire globe. (39) By way of augmenting the various powers of those elephants as well 
as of the guardians of the world (Indra and others)—who are (partial) manifestations of the 
Lord's own glory—and for the welfare of all the worlds, the almighty Lord, the supremely 
exalted Person, the Possessor of the highest glory, the Inner Controller, dwells on all sides 
on this great mountain, surrounded by His foremost attendants, Viswaksena and others, 
and manifesting His divine form (consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), 
characterized by (supreme) virtue, omniscience, (the highest form of) dispassion, 
omnipotence and other divine attributes as well as by the eight superhuman powers (such 
as that of assuming a form as minute as an atom) and distinguished by His (four) stout 
arms—adorned with His own (characteristic) weapons (conch, discus and others). (40) 
What I mean is that the Lord has assumed the aforesaid form for the maintenance of the 
career of the various worlds evolved by His own Yogamaya (wonderful creative energy).(41) 
The extent of Aloka (the region not illuminated by the sun's rays) too, which stretches on 
the other side of the Lokaloka mountain, has been explained by (as equal to) the extent 
of the area falling on this side (of the said mountain). Beyond Aloka the learned declare 
(the existence of) the sacred region which can be traversed only by Masters of Yoga (divine 
personages). (42) 
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(The orb of) the sun is located in the middle of the egg (of this universe), which 
corresponds to the centre of space lying between the upper and lower shells of the cosmic 
egg. The (extent of) space between (the orb of) the sun and (the outer shell of) the cosmic 
egg (on all sides) is twenty-five crore Yojanas (or two thousand million miles). (43) Because 
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the sun-god appeared i in this lifeless (inanimate) egg (as the Cosmic Being), the appellation 
of Martanda (44 v= ya:) has been applied to him (ever) since. He is (also) called 
Hiranyagarbha inasmuch as he (as the sun) represents the embryo (located) in (the centre 
of) the golden egg (of this universe). (44) By the sun indeed are divided (clearly defined) the 
quarters, the heavens, the celestial region, the earth and (other such) distinctions (divisions), 
the worlds* of enjoyment and supreme bliss (final beatitude), the infernal regions (where one 
undergoes tortures of various kinds), the subterranean worlds (Atala and so on) and all 
(other divisions). (45) Of gods and human beings as well as of the subhuman creatures (that 
are oblong in shape), of reptiles and plants (the vegetable kingdom), nay of all species of 
living beings, the sun-god is the very Self (the animating spirit) as well as the deity presiding 
over their eyesight. (46) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse—delineating the relative position, extent and distinctive 
character of the oceans and Varsas as a part on the description of the 
terrestrial world—in Book Five of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Since 
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Sri Suka began again : To this extent alone has the disposition of the terrestrial globe 
been described (by the learned) with (particular) reference to the extent and distinctive 
character of its parts. (1) By (referring to) this (the extent of the terrestrial globe) the knowers 
of the subject (indirectly) describe the extent of the heavenly sphere as well, even as by 
referring to (the size of anyone of) the two halves of peas and other pulses (that of the other 


half is also made known). Between the two (heaven and earth) intervenes the sky (the aerial 
region), which is joined both to heaven (above) and earth (below). (2) Placed at the centre 


* Of the six spheres above the terrestrial globe, the first two viz., the aerial world (Bhuvarloka) and the heavenly sphere 
(Swarloka) are the worlds of enjoyment; whereas the four higher spheres (the Maharloka, the Janaloka, the Tapoloka and the 
Satyaloka or Brahmaloka are the regions inhabited by those (Rsis and others) who either enjoy supreme bliss (Jivanmukti) 
or strive for the same, turing their back on the pleasures of sense, with which they are abundantly provided. 
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of the sky, the glorious sun, the lord of the luminaries, warms by its heat and illuminates by 
its light (all) the three worlds (heaven, earth and the space lying between them). (Coursing) 
by slow, swift and regulated marches, known by the names of Uttarayana (the northerly 
march from the equator to the summer solstice and back to the equator), Daksinayana (the 
southerly march from the equator to the winter solstice and back to the equator) and the 
Vaisuvata (the march across the equator at the equinoxes) and rising higher (in the 
heavens), going down and taking a mean position whenever and wherever such positions 
are inevitable (under the divine law), the sun, while passing through the signs of the zodiac, 
from Makara (Capricornus) onwards, lengthens the days while shortening the nights and 
vice versa and brings their duration on a par. (3) When the sun traverses the signs* of Mesa 
(Aries) and Tula (Libra), the days and nights are (more or less) of equal length and when it 
traverses the five signs from Vrsabha (Taurus) onwards (viz., Vrsabha, Mithuna, Karkata, 
Sirmha and Kanya or Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo and Virgo), days become longer and 
longer only while nights become shorter (on an average) by nearly half an hour (24 minutes) 
every month. (4) When (however) the sun traverses the five signs from Vrscika onwards (viz., 
Vrscika, Dnanus, Makara, Kumbha and Mina or Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricornus, Aquarius 
and Pisces), days become shorter and nights (proportionately) longer. (5) Days grow in 
length till the sun takes to the southward course and nights become longer and longer till it 
takes a northward turn. (6) 
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The learned declare the distance ¢ covered by the revolution of the sun on the top of the 


(circular) Manasottara mountain as described heretofore (vide V. xx. 80) tobe nine crore and 
fifty one lakh Yojanas (or seventy-six crore and eight lakh miles) and (further) mention the 


* As the sun never remains at a fixed position according to the ancients and is constantly changing its course, turning more 
and more either towards the north or towards the south, days and nights are of equal duration, strictly speaking, only on two 
days in a year, viz., on the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. But the disparity in their length is very negligible during these two 
parts of the year, covering a total period of nearly two months, as it never exceeds 24 minutes. It is therefore that days and 
nights are spoken of as equal in length during this period. Similarly the length of days gradually increases and the length of 
nights is proportionately reduced only when the sun traverses the signs of Vrsabha and Mithuna; while during the other three 
months, viz., when the sun traverses the signs of Karkata, Sirnha and Kanya, the order is reversed, that is to say, the length 
of nights gradually increases and that of days diminishes. Days, however, nonetheless continue to be longer than nights till 
the sun takes to the southward course— vide passage (6) above. It is in this light that the statement in the latter part of 
passage(4) above should be interpreted. And the statement made in passage (5) above should also be construed likewise. 
Even so the monthly rate of fall in the duration of nights during the five months of the sun's northward course and in the length 
of days during the corresponding months of its southward course is not uniform every month; sometimes it exceeds 24 minutes, 
while at other times it is less than 24 minutes. 24 minutes should, therefore, be taken to be the average rate. 


+ By adding together half the diameter (fifty thousand Yojanas) of Jambidwipas—which lies at the centre of the lotus-like 
terrestrial globe—and the width of the five other circular Dwipas surrounding it, each of which is twice as large as the one 
precedingit, as well as of the six belts of oceans encircling the six Dwipas, each of which is equalin extent to the Dwipa enclosed 
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existence on that mountain of the city of Indra (the deity presiding over the eastern quarter), 
named Devadhani, the city of Yama (the deity presiding over the southern quarter), called 
Saryamani, the city of Varuna (the deity presiding over the western quarter), Nimlocani by 
name, and the city of Soma (the moon-god, the deity presiding over the northern quarter), 
known as Vibhavari, to the east, south, west and north respectively of Mount Meru. When the 
sun makes its way into these cities (one after another) at particular periods (of the day), there 
are on the four sides of Mount Meru sunrise, midday, sunset and midnight respectively— 
which serve as occasions for activity and suspension of activity on the part of living beings.(7) 
For those dwelling on the Meru the sun ever shines as at midday. And though (actually 
moving in an easterly direction with its face turned towards the lunar mansions and) keeping 
the Meru on its left, it appears to (move ina westerly direction and) keep the Meru on its right 
(because of the movement in an opposite direction of the entire stellar sphere including the 
sun, which is going from east to west, being pushed by the wind known as Pravaha, which 
is always blowing with the Meru on its right). (8) It is a well-known fact that it sets (goes out 
of sight) just on the opposite side of the point where it rises (comes to view) and it sends the 
world to deep sleep (causes midnight) just opposite to the place where it torments people 
(by its heat), so as to make them drip with perspiration. (Similarly) they who clearly see it 
continually (from sunrise to sunset) no longer perceive it when it has gone to the other side 
(That is to say, when the sun shines overhead on the opposite side, there is midnight on this 
side). (9) 
ael Ga: Yat: Vac Weavaeatvarat aaeHllege Asari Areigresretantar 
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When the sun proceeds from the city of Indra to that of Yama, it traverses, in the course 
of fifteen Ghatikas (six hours), (a distance of) two and a quarter crore, twelve and a half lakh 
and more (twenty-five thousand) Yojanas (i.e., two crore, thirty-seven lakh and seventy-five 
thousand Yojanas all told or one-quarter of its total orbit). (10) In the same way (in the same 
period) it travels from it (from the last-mentioned city, the city of Yama) to the city of Varuna, 
and (thence) to the city of Soma and (then) back to the city of Indra (all of which are situated 
at an equal distance from one another). So also other planets such as the moon alongwith 
the lunar mansions rise as well as set together in the stellar sphere. (11) Thus covering (a 


by it, and joining to the total width of these six Dwipas and the same number of oceans surrounding them half the width of 
the seventh and largest Dwipa (Puskaradwipa) at the centre of which the mouniain-belt called Manasottara is placed, the 
figure of one crore, fifty-seven lakh and fifty thousand Yojanas is arrived. This represents the radius of the circle described 
by the revolution of the sun's chariot on the top of the Manasottara mountain with Mount Meru, standing at the core of 
Jambudwipa, as its centre. The double of this number or Scrore and fifteen lakh Yojanas represents the extent of its diameter. 
According to the established rules of geometry the extent of the circumference of acircleis 3 '/, times as muchasits diameter. 
Multiplying the length of the diameter as calculated above by 3'/, the figure comes to nine crore and ninety lakh Yojanas. This, 
however, does not ially with the figure cited in the text, which is 39,00,000 less. A learned commentator, however, points out 
that, really speaking, the distance from the centre of Mount Meru to the orb of the sun itself should be reckoned as the radius 
of the circle and this has been ascertained from other authoritative sources to be in the neighbourhood of one crore and fifty- 
one lakh Yojanas only. Thus calculated, the diameter of the circle works out at the figure of three crore and two lakh Yojanas 
approximately. And by multiplying this figure by 3 */_ the result arrived at exactly corresponds to the figure quoted in the text. 
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distance of) thirty-four lakh and eight hundred Yojanas (or two crore, seventy-two lakh, six 
thousand and four hundred miles) in the course of two Ghatikas (forty-eight minutes), the 
chariot of the sun-god, which represents the three Vedas (Rgveda, Samaveda and 
Yajurveda), continues to travel through the four cities (one after another in the order 
mentioned above). (12) 
aeata ae grey wosty fronfe daca Sa Tea Aes Hat 
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The wise speak of this chariot as having one of its wheels in the shape of a year with 
twelve spokes (in the form of the twelve months), a rim with six segments (in the form of the 
six seasons) and a hub with three pieces joined together (in the shape of the three parts of 
four months each). Its axle-tree is fixed (at one end) to the top of Mount Meru and has its other 
end placed (somewhere in the air) over (the belt of) the Manasottara (on the same level as 
the Meru). Fixed through and rotating on this like the wheel of an oil-press, the wheel of the 
chariot of the sun-god revolves over (the entire length of) the Manasottara Mountain. (13) 
(Besides this) there is a second axle-tree, measuring one fourth of the length of the first, (i.e., 
thirty-nine lakh, thirty-seven thousand and five hundred Yojanas, the length of the first being 
one crore, fifty-seven lakh and fifty thousand Yojanas as already pointed out), with its lower 
end joined to the aforesaid (first) axle, like the axle of an oil-press, andits upper end fastened 
to the pole-star (with an aerial cord). (14) 
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The interior of the chariot is thirty-six lakh Yojanas (or two crore and eighty-eight lakh 
miles) long and a quarter of it (or nine lakh Yojanas) in breadth. The yoke of the chariot of 
the sun-god is (also) of the same extent (nine lakh Yojanas long) : joined to this by Aruna 
(the charioteer), seven horses, severally bearing the names of the (seven Vedic) metres 
(Gayatri, Brhati, Usnik, Jagati, Tristubh, Anustubh and Pankti), carry the sun-god (seated in 
the chariot). (15) Charged with the role of a charioteer, they say, sits Aruna in front of the sun- 
god but with his face turned towards the west (towards the sun-god in order to avoid showing 
disrespect to him by turning his back towards him). (16) Even so, entrusted with (the duty 
of) uttering his praises (and ever seated) in front of him, sixty thousand sages, (known as) 
the Valakhilyas, (all) equal in size to the forepart of a thumb, extol the sun-god in a chorus. (17) 
Similarly other Rsis (sages), Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Apsaras (celestial nymphs), 
Nagas (serpent-demons), Yaksas (a species of demigods), Yatudhanas (Raksasas) and 
gods—fourteen (in all) taken singly and forming seven groups when taken in pairs (each pair 
consisting of two individuals of the same species), and bearing diverse names—wait upon the 
Lord, the (universal) Spirit, in the form of the sun-god, called by different names, through 
different services* andin distinct batches (of fourteen) every month. (18) (Ithas already been 
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pointed out in passage 7 that) the circumference of the terrestrial globe (at the belt of the 
Manasottara mountain situated in the heart of the outermost Dwipa, the Puskaradwipa) is 
nine crore and fifty-one lakh Yojanas. (Out of this) the sun covers ( a distance of) two 
thousand and twoYojanas in a moment. (19) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse entitled “A description of the stellar sphere as well as of 
the chariot of the sun-god and his entourage" in Book Five of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIl 
The relative position of the planets and their movements 
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The king (Pariksit) asked : How are we to understand (accept the truth of) what your 
glorious self has (just) stated (in passages 8 and 14 of the last discourse) with respect to 
that glorious sun, viz., that while appearing to revolve about Mount Meru (on the one hand) 


and the pole-star (on the other) with both these on its right, it (actually) moves (through the 
various signs of the zodiac) facing the lunar mansions, with the Meru (and the pole-star) 


on its left ? (1) 
a aaa 
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* The diverse functions discharged by the seven groups of attendants of the sun-god enumerated above are described in 


other books as below :-— 
wats ea: eas Te: ere ais aes ag aT: Il 
sefa cam 24: eaasdaeae: iaeisereaes |e eT I 
(Visnupurana) 

"The sages extol him through hymns of praise, the Gandharvas sing before him, the Apsaras go dancing in front of him, 
and then follow the Raksasas. The Nagas draw the chariot (alongwith the horses), the Yaksas hold the reins and even so the 
Valakhilyas sit in the same chariot surrounding him (on all sides)." 

For the names of the attendants as well as for those of the sun-god changing every month vide,. XIl. xi. 33-34. 
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The sage clearly said : (Even) as the course of anis etc., crawling on a potter's wheel— 

whichis rotating (onits axle)—and (thus) revolving with it, is indeed different (from the course 
of the wheel) as is evidenced by the fact that the ants etc., are observed in different parts 
(of the wheel even while it is in motion), so the course of the sun and other planets—which 
are subject to the wheel of Time, symbolized by the (various) constellations and the signs 
of the zodiac, and revolve with it even as the wheel in the form of constellations revolves 
round the pole-star and Mount Meru—is certainly different (from the course of the said wheel 
of Time, with which they move), as is clear from the fact that the sun and other planets are 
observed as conjoined with different constellations and at different signs of the zodiac (from 
the one where they were seen before). (2) It is no other than the glorious (omnipotent) Lord 
Narayana, the most ancient Person (the ultimate Cause of the whole universe) Himself, who 
is critically inquired into by the Vedas as well as by the wise (those well-versed in the Vedas), 
that for the welfare of (all) living beings splits up His body (in the form of Time, symbolized 
by the year)—the theme of the three Vedas (Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda), (nay) 
which is responsible for the right (timely) performance of rituals—into twelve parts (the 
twelve months) and manifests (by turns), in the six seasons, spring etc., the (distinctive) 
characteristics (in the form of heat and cold, showers and winds etc.), of each season, So 
as to provide the Jivas with the means of reaping the fruits of their past actions. (3) Devoutly 
worshipping in this world the aforesaid Lord (in the form of Indra and the other deities) 
through (the different orders or grades of) rituals, (both) high and low, prescribed in the three 
Vedas, and (in the form of the Supreme Person) through the elaborate system of Yoga 
(courses of spiritual discipline or methods of God-Realization, e.g., Bhakti, JAana, Yoga), 
men following the path chalked out for the various Varnas (grades of society) and Asramas 
(stages in life) easily and duly attain the (desired) blessings (in the form of heavenly bliss— 
in the case of those who worship Him through rituals—or final beatitude in the case of those 
who worship Him through Bhaktiyoga, Karmayoga, JAanayoga and so on). (4) Now, 
entering (in the form of the sun) the wheel of Time (as symbolized by the stellar sphere) 
existing in the firmament between heaven and earth, the same Lord who is the soul of all 
living beings passes through twelve months, the (twelve) parts of a year, known by the 
names of the (twelve) signs of the zodiac (Mesa, Vrsa and so on). The learned declare that 
a month is equivalent to a couple of fortnights (one bright and the other dark, according 
to the lunar calendar), a day and night (in the eye of the manes) and the period taken in 
traversing two constellations and a quarter (from the point of the sun). And the fraction of 
a year in which He (the sun-god) covers the sixth part (of His orbit) is called a Rtu (season). (5) 
And, again, they refer to the (duration of) time in which He traverses one-half ef His 
passage through the heavens as an Ayana (a half-year). (6) And, further, the learned 
speak of the (length of) time in which the same sun traverses the whole extent of the sky— 
bounded by the heavenly sphere on one side and the terrestrial sphere on the other— 
along with these two spheres in slow, rapid and moderate marches as a Sarmvatsara,* 
Parivatsara, Idavatsara, Anuvatsara or Vatsara. (7) 
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*For the significance of the names Sarvatsara, Parivatsara and so on, vide footnote below Ill. xi. 14. 
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Similarly, the moon, which is observed at a height of a lakh Yojanas (eight lakh miles) 
beyond the orb of the sun, and which moves faster than the sun and (therefore) leads all the 
other constellations, completes in the course of a month (two fortnights) the circuit made by 
the sun in a whole year, traverses in two and a quarter days the distance covered (by the 
sun) inamonth, and the distance covered in a fortnight in the course of a day. (8) Determining 
by its gradually growing and declining splendour, associated with the first (bright) and 
second (dark) half-months, the day* and night of the gods and the manes respectively, the 
moon—which is the very life (sustenance) of all the species of living beings as well as (their) 
life-giver (sustainer)—passes through each constellation in the course of thirty Muhurtas 
(twenty-four hours). (9) It is this glorious being appearing in the form of the moon (with its 
orb consisting of sixteen parts or digits), the deity presiding over the mind, the foodt of all 
living beings and the very embodiment of nectar, who, being by his very nature the nourisher 
of the life of (all living beings including) the gods and the manes, human beings and spirits, 
beasts and birds, reptiles and plants, is one with all: so declare the wise. (10) 
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Ata height of three lakh Yojanas (or twenty-four lakh miles) beyond the moon (or five lakh 
Yojanas beyond the earth's surface) are placed the twenty-eight lunar mansions tinclusive of 
Abhijit. They revolve with the Meru on their right alone (having no separate course of their own) 


* Although the scriptures declare that the dark and bright fortnight of a lunar month constitute a day and night respectively 
of the manes—a species of living beings inhabiting a part of the aerial region which evidently remains lighted by the sun's rays 
throughout a dark forinight and screened from its rays for the whole length of a bright fortnight, the same is not the case with 
the gods, whose realm—so declare the scriptures—remains lighted by the sun so long as the latter continues to traverse the 
northern skies, and remains screened from the sun's rays throughout the rest of the year. Thus the period of six months 
commencing from the day on which the sun enters the sign of the zodiac called Capricornus constitutes the day, and other six 
months commencing with the sun's entry into the sign of the zodiac called Cancer constitutes the night of the gods. By the 
statement. therefore, that the moon divides the day and night of the gods and the manes by means of the bright and dark halves 
of a month, the sage Suka evidently means that the moon determines by means of the bright and dark fortnights the periods 
of worship suitable for the gods and the manes respectively; for the Sruti text TaTeITAa a Fa restricts the worship of the 
gods, to the bright fortnight. Similarly the Sruti text S74 TPT assigns the dark fortnight to the worship of the manes. It is 
in this sense that the bright forinight should be understood to be the day of the gods, and the eight of the manes and the dark 
fortnight to be the day of the manes and the night of the gods. 

+ The moon-god has been referred to in the scriptures as ‘Osadhi$a’ (the ruler and protector of herbs and annual plants). 
Elsewhere he has been spoken of as supplying food to all living beings (vide V. xx. 12). Itis in this sense that he should be 
understood as constituting the food of ail. 

+ The Naksatras or lunar mansions are ordinarily reckoned as twenty-seven only. Their names are! —Aswini, Bharani, 
Krttika, Rohini or Brahmi, Mrgasira or Agrahayani, Ardra, Punarvasu or Yamaka, Pusya or Sidhya, Aslesa, Magha, Purva- 
phalguni, Uttaraphalguni, Hasta, Citra, Swati Visakha or Radha, Anuradha (so-called because it is placed next to Radha), 
Jyestha, Mila, Pirvasadha, Uttarasadha, Sravana, Sravistha or Dhanistha, Satabhisa, Parvabhadrapada, Uttarabhadrapada 
and Revati. The twenty-eight constellations, viz., Abhijit, is located midway between the two Asadha and Sravana, as is borne 
out by the Sruti text—' aTufsrara Fea: |. 
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fixed as they are to the wheel of time by God. (11) At a height of two lakh Yojanas beyond 
them is observed USana (Venus), which traverses the heavens in rapid, slow and moderate 
marches like the sun, (sometimes) going before, (at other times following) in the rear, and 
(at still other times) keeping pace with, the sun. Bringing showers (in its train) almost 
invariably, it is ever propitious to (all) living beings and by its flitting (across certain 
constellations) is concluded to be neutralizing the influence of planets (such as the Mars) 
obstructing rainfall. (12) 
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By describing (the course of) Venus, (the course of) Budha or Mercury (too) stands 
described. Observed at a height of two lakh Yojanas beyond Venus, Budha, an offspring of 
the moon, is generally beneficent (in its influence). When (however) it outstrips the sun, it 
forebodes storm, a cloudy weather almost throughout (that period), drought and other 
unwelcome conditions. (13) Beyond Mercury, Angaraka (Mars) too is observed at a height 
of two lakh Yojanas. It passes through the twelve signs of the zodiac at the rate of one in three 
fortnights, unless it takes a retrograde course, and is an inauspicious planet, often 
portending evil. (14) Placed at a height of two lakh Yojanas beyond Mars, the glorious 
Brhaspati (Jupiter) passes through one sign of the zodiac in a whole year unless it takes a 
retrograde course. It is generally propitious to the Brahmana race. (15) 
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Observed at a height of two lakh Yojanas beyond Jupiter, and tarrying in each sign of the 
zodiac for thirty months (two years and a half), the planet Sanaiscara or Saturn (so-called 
because of its slow moving nature) passes through all (the twelve signs) in exactly the same 
number of years and is indeed mostly a source of anxiety to all. (16) At a height of eleven 
lakh Yojanas beyond Saturn are observed the seven Asis (the seven stars known by the 
name of the Big Bear or Ursa Major), that move clockwise round what they call the highest 
abode of Lord Visnu (viz., the pole-star or Dhruvaloka), (ever) contemplating the (unmixed) 
good of all living beings. (17) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse, forming part of an account of the stellar 
sphere, in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIll 


The disposition of the stellar sphere represented in the form of a dolphin 
3) 
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Sri Suka continued : Now, at a height of thirteen lakh Yojanas beyond the Great Bear, 
lies (in the form of the pole-star) what they call the highest abode* of Lord Visnu, where 
indeed resides the great devotee of the Lord, Dhruva, son of Uttanapada, who is being 
circumambulated clockwise with great reverence even to this day by Agni (the god of fire), 
Indra (the chief of the gods), Kasyapa, a lord of created beings, and Dharma (the god of 
virtue)—all moving synchronously (in the form of stars)—and who is the mainstay (resort) 
of (all) those who live (even) at the time of Pralaya (when all the three worlds perish). His glory 
has (already) been described in (Book Four of) this (holy) book (Srimad Bhagavata). (1) 
Indeed he shines eternally (in the form of a star), fixed as he is by God, like a post holding 
together all the multitudes of luminaries, including planets and lunar mansions, that are being 
made to revolve by the ever-vigilant and all-powerful Time of incomprehensible speed. (2) 
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Just as (pairs of) oxen, trampling corn (in order to thresh it) while (remaining) tied to a 
post in the middle of a threshing-floor, walk round in their respective spheres, in three circles 
(gradually receding from that post), so the hosts of luminaries including the planets— 
fastened as they are to the aforesaid wheel (revolving movement) of Time either in the inner 
circle (remote from the earth) or in the outer one (nearer the earth) and propelled by the wind 
(called Pravaha and referred to in passage 8 of Discourse XX|)—revolve round the pole-star 
as the pivot till the end of a Kalpa (the life-time of the three worlds) in three courses 
(northward, southward and along the equator). (And just) as clouds and birds such as the 
hawk move about in the sky, suspended in the air and helped by their destiny (which keeps 
them floating in the air and prevents them from falling down), so the hosts of luminaries 
(which are no other than particular Jivas appearing in those form)—brought into existence 
by the union of matter and Spirit (occasioned by the destiny responsible for their assuming 
such forms) and reaping the fruit yielded by their (past) actions—(move about in the air 
and) do not fall to the ground.(3) 
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* In the region of the pole-star Lord Visnu ever remains manifest. itis in this sense that it has been spoken of here as well 
as at other places as the highest abode of Lord Visnu. It is surely different from the Lord's own realm, known by the name of 
Vaikuntha, which lies beyond the material plane. 
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Some people declare the stellar sphere as capable of being meditated upon through 
deep concentration of mind as a form of Lord Vasudeva, (existing) in the shape of a dolphin. (4) 
At the end of the tail of this (divine) dolphin, whose body lies coiled with its head downwards, 
is allocated the pole-star; at its tail (below the end) are located one after another (the four 
stars representing) the Prajapati (the sage KaSyapa), Agni (the god of fire), Indra (the chief 
of the gods) and Dharma (the god of piety); at the root of its tail, (the stars representing the 
gods) Dhata and Vidhata; at the hip, the seven stars (of the Great Bear, representing the 
seven seers); on the right side of the dolphin, whose body lies coiled from left to right, they 
locate the (fourteen) constellations that mark the northern course (viz., from Abhijit to 
Punarvasu) and (the other fourteen, viz.,) those marking the southern course (i.e., from 
Pusya to Uttarasadha) on the left side, (even) as on both sides of a (common) dolphin whose 
body is disposed in concentric rings, the parts are equally divided. (To mention the limbs 
separately) at its back is placed the (group of constellations known by the name of) Ajavithi 
(consisting of Mila, Pirvasadha and Uttarasadha) and at its belly, the milky way. (5) One 
should locate Punarvasu and Pusya at the right and left loins, Ardra and Aslesa at the right 
and left hind legs, Abhijit and Uttarasadha at the right and left nostrils, Sravana and 
Purvasadha at the right and left eyes. Dhanistha and Mula at the right and left ears 
respectively and the eight constellations from Magha onwards, marking the southern 
course, at the ribs on the left side; and even so one should place the (other) eight, marking 
the northern course, (viz.,) Mrgasirsa and so on, at the ribs on the right side in the reverse 
order (i.e., from Purvabhadrapada back to Mrgasirsa), and locate (the remaining two, viz.,) 
Satabhisa and Jyestha at the right and left shoulders. (6) (Again,) at the upper jaw should 
be placed (the star representing the sage) Agasti (Agastya) and (the star representing) 
Yama (the god of punishment) at the lower jaw, (the planet) Mars as the mouth, Saturn at 
the penis, Jupiter at the hump, the sun at the chest, (the star representing the divine sage) 
Narayana at the heart, the moon in the mind, Venus at the navel, (the two stars representing 
the twin gods) Aswinikumaras (the celestial physicians) at the breasts, Mercury in the 
outgoing and incoming breaths, (the planet) Rahu at the neck, the Ketus (comets) all over 
the body and all the hosts of (other) stars in the hair (on the body). (7) 
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And actually fixing one's gaze on this very form of Lord Visnu, representing all the gods, 
in the evening from day to day, one should wait with a concentrated mind upon the same with 
the following (prayer) silently:—"Hail to the Supreme Person, (manifesting Himself as) the 
wheel of Time—the backbone of the luminaries —the Ruler of all the gods! (Thus) do we 
meditate on Him." (8) The form of Lord Visnu (the Ruler of all the gods), consisting of the 
planets, lunar mansions and other stars, wipes out the sins of those who repeat the foregoing 
prayer thrice (in the morning and evening and at noon) everyday. (Nay,) the sin committed 
in the immediate past by him who bows to or even thinks of this form three times (a day) 
disappears at once. (9) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse entitled " The disposition of the stellar sphere represented 
in the form of a dolphin" in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIV 
The position of Rahu etc., and the limits of the 
heavenlike subterranean regions 
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Sri Suka went on : Some people (well-versed in the Pauranika lore) declare that ten 
thousand Yojanas below the sun (a heavenly body called) Rahu moves about like a lunar 
mansion. The deity presiding over it, who was by birth a vile demon, having been born of (a 
mother,) Simhika (by name), attained by the grace of the Lord immortality and the (exalted) 
rank of a planet (thus, influencing the destiny of men), though unworthy of these. (The story) 
of his birth and deeds, O dear son, we shall narrate later on (in Books, VI and VIII). (1) They 
declare the sphere of the burning sun, that shines yonder, as ten thousand Yojanas, that of 
the moon as twelve thousand and that of Rahu as thirteen thousand Yojanas in extent—(the 
same Rahu) who assails the sun and the moon on the day when the two dwell together and 
the day of the full moon (respectively), nursing a grudge against them ever since he 
interposed himself between them (in the garb of a god to share the feast of nectar, which was 
being doled out to the gods by the Lord Himself appearing in the form of a bewitching woman, 
Mohini by name vide Discourse |X of Book VIII—and his identity was disclosed by the sun- 
god and the moon-god). (2) Seeing the celebrated and favourite missile (discus) of the Lord, 
Sudargana by name, placed by Him by the side of both the aforesaid (planets) for their 
protection—on coming to know their (delicate) plight—and formidable by its splendour, 
constantly revolving, he (Rahu) stands facing it for an hour or so (lit., 48 minutes), shaking 
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with fear and bewildered at heart and retreats even from a distance. It is this incident (his 
proceeding against either of the two planets in a hostile manner and standing awhile in front 
of itin a menacing attitude) that the people refer to as a (solar or lunar) eclipse (as the case 
may be). (3) 
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At (a distance of) quite as many (ten thousand) Yojanas (as Rahu stands below the sun) 
below Rahu lie the abodes (realms) of (demigods such as) the Siddhas (a class of beings 
possessing mystic powers from their very birth), Caranas (celestial bards) and Vidyadharas 
(celestial artistes). (4) Below these lies the aerial region, the sports-ground (abode) of the 
hosts of Yaksas (the attendants of Kubera, the god of riches), Raksasas (ogres), PiSacas 
(goblins), Pretas (spirits) and Bhitas (ghosts), extending as far (below) as the wind fiercely 
blows and clouds are met with. (5) At a distance of a hundred Yojanas below that (the aerial 
region) lies this earth (the terrestrial region), extending as far (high) as the foremost of birds 
such as the swans, vultures, hawks and eagles (are able to) soar. (6) The situation of the 
earth as well as the arrangement ofits parts has (already) been described as itis. Even below 
(in the bowels of) the earth there exist seven holes in the earth (subterranean regions)— 
situated at a distance of ten thousand Yojanas (from one another) and each extending to the 
(same) length and breadth of ten thousand Yojanas, viz., Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, 
Mahatala, Rasatala and Patala. (7) In the houses, gardens, pleasure-grounds and stadia in 
these heavenlike subterranean regions—houses etc., exuberantly rich in sensuous 
enjoyments, affluence and joy born of power, surpassing even those enjoyed in heaven— 
live as householders Daityas and Danavas (two species of superhuman beings noted for 
their herculean strength and gigantic form) and serpents (born of Kadri, one of the wives 
of the sage Kasyapa), whose wives and children, relations and kinsmen and servants are 
ever highly delighted and devoted (to them), whose desires are never thwarted even by most 
powerful gods (like Indra) and who divert themselves with their uncanny skill in (various) 
arts.(8) In these regions, O great king (Pariksit), shine forth cities built by the miraculous 
architect Maya, and richly adorned with wonderful house, defensive walls, gates, town halls, 
places of worship, quadrangles and resting-places etc., built of various excellent gems of best 
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type, as well as with grand mansions of the lords of these regions, whose terraces are (ever) 
crowded with pairs of Nagas and Asuras (demons), pigeons and parrots and Mainas. (9) The 
gardens too (in those regions) surpassingly dim the glory of the celestial world by the 
splendour, delighting the mind and senses (of the spectators), of (their) trees—whose 
charming boughs are weighed down by bunches of flowers and fruits and lovely young 
leaves and which are embraced by the body of creepers—(as well as) of their lakes etc., full 
of limpid water and resorted to by various species of birds living singly as well as in pairs; 

and (even so) they excel the heavenly world by the sweet and varied notes of birds that have 
taken up their abode in the beds of lotuses andilies, Kuvalayas, and Kalharas, blue and red, 

lotuses and lotuses with a hundred petals (and so on) in the water of those lakes etc., shaken 
by the leaping of fish—notes that bring a feast of joy (to the hearers) and are confused by 
their uninterrupted sport. (10) There indeed, they say, no fear caused by divisions of time 
such as day and night is observed (among the people since the sun and the moon do not 
shine there and the denizens of those regions are very long-lived). (11) As a matter of fact, 
in those regions the gems on the hoods of the foremost of the great serpents (inhabiting 
them) drive away all darkness. (12) Nor indeed do anxieties and ailments, wrinkles, grey 
hairs and old age (the root of all these) etc., paleness of the body, foul smell (coming from 
the body), perspiration, fatigue and langour—these as well as the changes in age (too) do 
not afflict those residing in these regions because of (their taking) miraculous herbs, saps, 
elixirs, foods and drinks, baths and so on. (13) In fact, death from no cause except from the 
might of the Lord going by the name of his discus (Sudarsana) prevails against those blessed 
souls. (14) (And) the moment that discus enters those regions the embryos (carried in the 
womb) of the Asura women generally slip out (from the womb) in their earlier or later stages 
of development through sheer fear (of the discus). (15) 
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Now, in (the region of) Atala, lives the demon Bala, son of Maya, by whom, indeed, they 
say, were released ninety-six (varieties of) conjuring tricks, some of which conjurers practise 
even today. From the mouth of this demon, even as he was yawning (once), sprang up three 
groups of women, called Swairinis (those copulating with men of their class alone), Kaminis 
(copulating with people of other classes too) and Purnscalis (the most fickle-minded among 
the Kaminis). (All) these women render a man, entering this subterranean region, sexually 
fit by (giving them) an elixir called Hataka and afford them sexual delight at will, so they say, 
by their (peculiar) dalliances and sportive glances, love-begotten smiles, affectionate talks 
and embraces etc. When that elixir is taken, a man begins to feel that he is all-powerful, that 
he is all-perfect and, thinking himself as possessing the strength of ten thousand mighty 
elephants, brags like one blinded by intoxication. (16) 
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Below that, in (the region of) Vitala, resides Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe), 
(known by the name of) HatakesSwara, surrounded by troops of ghosts, forming His retinue, 
and united with His (divine) Spouse (Goddess Parvati) under the name of Bhava (the Source 
of the creation) for multiplying the creation of Brahma (the lord of creation). From Him has 
issued the great river Hataki, charged with the energy of both Lord Bhava and Goddess 
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Bhavani (His Consort), where fire, kindled by the wind, absorbs with (great) vigour the water 
(of the river), and the same, thrown out (in the form of froth), is condensed into (the variety 
of) gold, known by the name of Hataka which both males and females (who are equally 
strong) in the gynaeceums of the Asura chiefs wear (on their person) in the form of 
ornaments. (17) 
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Below that, in (the region of) Sutala, resides, free from (all) fear, even to this day (the 
demon king) Bali of sacred renown, the illustrious son of Virocana. (Once) robbed of (the 
sovereignty of all) the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region) by the Lord— 
who in order to please the mighty Indra (the chief of the gods) descended through (the womb 
of) Aditi (the mother of the gods and a wife of the sage KaSyapa) and appeared (before him) 
in the form of a celibate dwarf—he was admitted (into this realm) through the Lord's very 
grace and endowed once more with overflowing wealth, (the like of) which is not forthcoming 
even with Indra and others, and continues to worship the same adorable Lord through (the 
performance of) his duty. (18) The (great) fortune which is enjoyed by Bali in the subterranean 
region of Sutala is certainly not the direct result of the gift (made by him) of land (in the 
shape of the sovereignty of the three worlds), inasmuch as it was duly bestowed, with 
supreme piety and with a calm and composed mind full of highest regard, on the celebrated 
Lord Vasudeva (the Abode of the whole universe)—the Supreme Spirit, the very life 
(animating principle) and Soul (the Inner Controller) of all species of living beings, the holiest 
recipient presenting Himself (before him)—and was (therefore) directly conducive to final 
beatitude. (19) A man helplessly (involuntarily) uttering His Name (only) once (even) while 
sneezing, falling down or stumbling and on other (such) occasions actually shakes off 
without delay, it is said, the shackles of Karma (that kept him tied down to worldly existence), 
the means of overcoming which the seekers of liberation find in altogether different 
processes (courses of spiritual disciplines other than the repetition of the Divine Name, such 
as Karmayoga, JAanayoga and Dhyanayoga, which are so difficult to follow). (20) Hence the 
fortune (referred to above) could not be the fruit of the gift (of land) made—as to one's own 
self—to the Lord, whois the very Self ofall (living beings), (particularly) of those who have attained 
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Self-Realization, nay, who bestows His own Self on (places Himself at the disposal of) His 
devotees. (21) Nor indeed can it be said that the Lord showered His grace on Indra in that 
He bestowed on him only the illusory pleasures of sense and affluence, which, on the other 
hand, take away the remembrance in relation to the Lord Himself. (22) For, (when) robbed 
of (the sovereignty of) all the three worlds (and allowed no other possessions) except his 
mere body and thrown into a mountain-cave, tightly bound with the cords of Varuna (the god 
of water), by the Lord (who did all this) under the pretext of begging for three paces of land) 
because He found no other means (of depriving him of his glory and possessions), Bali 
actually uttered the following memorable words:—(23) "Alas! this glorious god who is called 
Indra is surely not clever in attaining the object of (his) life in that he—whose counseller is 
(the celebrated sage) Brhaspati, exclusively chosen (by him) for deliberation—ignored that 
sage and asked me through Lord Vamana (younger brother of Indra) Himself for (the 
sovereignty of) the three worlds (the objects of his desire) and on no account the service of 
that Lord. (After all) of what account are these three worlds, which change hands at the end 
of a Manvantara (the period of sovereignty of a Manu, extending to a little over seventy-one 
rounds of the four Yugas), a (minute) fraction of Time, which has an infinite duration. (24) 
It is well-known that my grandfather (the great devotee Prahlada) asked for His service only, 
but not the throne of his father (Hiranyakasipu, the suzerain lord of the three worlds), which 
had (now) no fear from any quarter, even though it was being offered by the Lord on the 
latter's death, (only) because it was something other than the Lord. (25) What individual like 
me, whose passions have not been attenuated and who has totally rejected the Lord's grace, 
can possibly hope to tread in the footsteps of that noble soul?" (26) The narrative of Bali will 
be told at length later on (in Book Eight), at whose door stays, mace in hand, the divine 
Narayana Himself, the adored of the whole universe—Narayana, whose heart is full of 
compassion for His own devotees and by whom Ravana (the ten-headed monster) was 
thrown a hundred million Yojanas away with His toe (when he appeared there) in the course 
of his (expedition for the) conquest of the quarters. (27) 

Aas ea eae Fat Ae eras era feratasitraar Geren freien tet PerenreuTT 
Perea aaa) Taararara HeTeat urefarat faraqestasat 
Weld | 221 

Below that, in (the region of) Talatala, resides the demon chief, Maya by name, the lord 
of three cities, who had all his three cities (formerly) reduced to ashes by Lord Siva 
(thenceforth known as the Destroyer of the enemy's city) in His eagerness to bring happiness 
(thereby) to all the three worlds, (but) who (later on) secured a footing (in this realm) by His 
grace. He is the teacher of (all) those who are expert in conjuring tricks, stands protected on 
sides by that great deity (Lord Siva) and (therefore) immune from the fear of Sudarsana (the 
discus of Lord Visnu) and is held in great respect (by the denizens of that region). (28) 

adisseraeraa «= saa ot teeta «ATA TTT: 
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Below that, in (the region of) Mahatala, lives a many-headed brood of serpents, born of 
Kadru, called the Krodhavasas, the chief of them being Kuhaka, Taksaka, Kaliya, Susena, 
and so on. Though possessed of a gigantic form, they are constantly afraid of Garuda (the 
supreme lord of all the rulers of birds)—who carries (on his back) Lord Visnu (the Supreme 
Person); sometimes they sport recklessly through attachment to their wives, offspring, 
relations and kinsmen. (29) 
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Below that, in (the region of) Rasatala, reside (in holes); like serpents, the (notorious) 
sons of Diti and Danu (two of the many wives of the sage Kasyapa, the progenitor of the 
various species of living beings), known as the Panis and (further) divided into three classes, 
viz., the Nivatakavacas, the Kaleyas, and the denizens of Hiranyapura. (Natural) enemies 
of the gods, they are very powerful and extremely daring by birth, their pride of strength 
being quelled only by the brilliant weapon (discus) of Sri Hari, the divine Lord whose glory 
pervades all the worlds. Thanks to the threats in the form of sacred (Vedic) texts employed 
by Sarama’*, the (canine) female messenger of Indra, they are (terribly) afraid of that ruler 
of the gods. (30) 


AAS AEA MTA Ae Aa AT HAST: = 
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Below that, in (the region of) Patala, dwell the lords of the realm of the Nagas (demon- 
serpents), Sankha, Kulika, Mahasankha, Sweta, Dhanafjaya, Dhrtarastra, Sankhacida, 
Kambala, Aswatara, Devadatta and others, (all) provided with extensive hoods an extremely 
furious (by nature), the chief of whom is Vasuki. The big and shining gems fixed on the hoods 
of these serpents—that are possessed offive, seven, ten, hundred and (in some cases even) 
thousand heads (respectively)—drive away by their splendour the (entire) mass of darkness 
prevailing in the (nethermost) region of Patala. (31) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse entitled “The position of Rahu etc., and the limits of the 
heavenlike terrestrial regions" in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXV 
A supplement to the description of the subterranean system 
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* According to a Vedic legend, the Panis once stole away the earth and hid it under water. Indra sentdowna heavenly bitch 
(the mother of the canine race), Sarama by name, to trace out the globe. The Panis tried to confer with Sarama with a view 
to compromise; but Sarama spurned their offer and uttered the following words by way of a threat — ee SS or: aa 
(Killed by Indra, lie down on the battle-field, O Panis! ) The Panis are terribly afraid of Indra, the legend further tells us, ever 
since they heard this threat from the mouth of Sarama. 
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Sri Suka resumed : At a distance of thirty thousand Yojanas below (the region of) 
Patala, resides that part manifestation of the Lord, presiding over destruction (a function of 
Tamoguna), who is known as Lord Ananta, and whom the followers of the Satvata 
(Vaisnava) cult speak of as Sankarsana because it is He who fully draws together (perfectly 
unites or identifies) the subject—the perceiver—and the object—that which is perceived — 
by presiding over the ego and is characterized by the I-consciousness (with respect to the 
body, senses and so on). (1) Being (actually) supported on only one of the heads of the Lord 
appearing in the form of Ananta (Sesa) with a thousand heads, this terrestrial globe looks 
like a mustard seed. (2) From between the agitated eye-brows—krnit in anger, yet possessing 
a peculiar charm—of the same Lord, when He intends to dissolve this universe at the proper 
time (the time appointed for its destruction), springs up the god of destruction called 
Sankarsana (one born of Sankarsana) appearing in eleven (different) forms, with three eyes 
and holding up a trident. (3) Bowing (at His feet) alongwith the foremost of devotees with 
exclusive and intense devotion, the lord of the serpent-demons indeed behold, in the ruddy 
and spherical nails—bright as rubies—of His pair of lotus-feet, their most charming faces 
with the cheeks brightened by the sheen of their brilliant ear-rings, the sight of which fills their 
mind with rapture. (4) Painting with the pigment-like paste of aloe-wood, sandal-wood and 
saffron the bright, long, snow-white, elegant and charming arm—strikingly set in the lovely 
sphere of His body like silver pillars—and seeking blessings—(of Him), the unmarried 
princesses of the serpent-demons, it is said, put on winsome and graceful smiles under the 
sway Of love stealing into their hearts thrilled with the touch of His person, and bashfully look 
at His lotus-like face, delighted through love and inebriety, with His ruddy eyes swimming 
through intoxication and casting a merciful look at them. (5) The selfsame Lord Ananta, an 
ocean of endless virtues, the most ancient deity, resides (there) for the welfare of (all) the 
worlds, having restrained the force of His indignation and wrath (as appropriate to the 
occasion of destruction of the world but inopportune at other times). (6) 


Saar: : 
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He is being meditated upon by hosts of gods and demons, Nagas and Siddhas, 
Gandharvas and Vidyadharas and hermits, and is ever cheerful through inebriety has rolling 
and restless eyes, and continues to delight His (own) attendants as well as the leaders of 
the heavenly hosts (waiting upon Him) with the nectar of His most charming speech. Clad 
in blue, and having only one ear-ring (in one of His ears), He has one of His graceful and 
beautiful hands placed on the top of a plough (His favourite weapon) and, (while) like the 
great elephant (known by the name of Airavata) of the mighty Indra wearing (its) girth of gold, 
Lord Sankarsana of beneficent activity wears (on His person) His own sylvan wreath, (called) 
Vaijayanti, whose elegance is enhanced by the melodious humming (all about it) of swarms 
of bees drunk with the fragrant and sweet honey of the new Tulasi (basil) blossoms of 
unfading loveliness. (7) 
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Heard of as aforesaid from the mouth of a preceptor and being contemplated upon 
(accordingly), Sankarsana enters the heart of the seekers of Liberation and quickly breaks 
asunder the knot of ignorance formed in their heart as a result of tendencies to action, 
existing from time without beginning and constituted of (the three modes of Prakrti, viz.,) 
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. The glorious Narada, son of Brahma (the self-born) duly extolled 
(on one occasion) with Tumburu (the celebrated Gandharva) in the court of Brahma (his 
father) the glories of the selfsame Lord (as follows):—(8) 


saraateraeda a HOUT: ALAM: Weheryo Adtarars say | 
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"How can one possibly know in reality the ways (the truth) of that Brahma by whose 
thought (resolve to create the universe) the modes of Prakrti, Sattva and so on—which are 
(severally) responsible for the creation, continuation (preservation) and dissolution of this 
universe—are able (to function), (nay,) whose character is eternal and uncaused 
(beginningless) inasmuch as, though one (before creation), it (produced and) bore in itself 
(this) multiform universe ? (9) The same Brahma (transcendent Reality), in which appears 
as distinct this manifest (gross) and unmanifest (subtle) creation, assumed out of abounding 
compassion for us a form—consisting of Sattva (which is) entirely pure (unmixed with Rajas 
and Tamas)—by which He chose to enact faultless (innocent) sports in order to captivate 
the minds of His devotees, possessed as He is of unlimited energy like a lion (the king of 
beasts). (10) (Even) if a falten man in distress utters His name (as) heard (from the mouth 
of a preceptor or anyone else) or even by chance, or (even) in a spirit of ridicule, he (not only 
purifies himself then and there but) wipes out at once all the sin of (even other) men (who 
merely think of him, much more of those who see him)! Whom other than Lord Sesa (who 
grants the privilege of His service to those who seek refuge in Him) should one seeking 
Liberation have recourse to? (11) Who can (hope to) exhaust by counting, even if endowed 
with a thousand tongues, the (list of) exploits of that infinite Lord, whose prowess cannot at 
all be measured because of its unlimited nature, and on whose (one) head has been placed 
(by Him of His own free will) the terrestrial globe—with (all its) mountains, rivers, oceans and 
(numberless) living beings like a (mere) atom, while He is possessed of a thousand (such) 
heads? (12) Such is the glory of Lord Ananta, possessed of infinite strength and numberless 
virtues and potencies, who supports the earth (on one of His heads) as a (mere) sport 
(without any effort) for the maintenance of the entire creation, residing below the earth, 
Himself supported by ( none but) His own Self." (13) 
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These indeed are the only destinations (regions) in this universe to be reached (as a 
reward for merit) by men—seeking (their) desired blessings—according to (the nature of 
their) actions, and created (by God). They have been described (by me) as | was taught (by 
my revered father and preceptor, the sage Vedavyasa). (14) | have described at length, in 
response to your queries, the diverse destinies (both) high and low, reached as a reward of 


virtue in the form of activity practised by man, which are only so many, O king, (Pariksit)! What 
else shall we discourse upon? (15) 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth discourse entitled "A supplement to the description of the 
subterranean system" in Book Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AY Wefagrseara: 
Discourse XXVI 
A description of the infernal regions 
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The king (Pariksit) asked : How is this heterogeneity in the universe (to be accounted 
for), O great sage? (1) 
TEA 
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The sage (Sri Suka) replied : A doer being swayed by (one of) the three Gunas (modes 
of Prakrti), the destinies reached through the various actions (done by him) vary according 
to the (nature of) faith (by which those actions are prompted, and which is also of three kinds 
according as it is Sattvika, Rajasika or Tamasika in character), and all (those) destinies are 
attained, more or less, by everyone (at different times). (2) Exactly in the same way, the fruit 
of action accruing to a perpetrator of sin—which is (only) distinguished by the interdiction 
attaching thereto—varies according to the diverse types of faith. Accordingly, we shall now 
describe the more prominent of the thousands of (infernal) states, ordained by God, and 
resulting from sins committed by those who cherish desires (of various kinds) through (the 
darkness of) ignorance prevailing (in their heart) from time without beginning. (3) 


Waray 
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The king inquired : Are the infernal regions referred to by you, O divine sage, particular 


sports on the face of the earth or are they located outside the egg-shaped universe or inside 
it (between some spheres)? (4) 
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The sage replied : They lie within this universe below the earth and above the water 
(filling the rest of the space up to the shell of the mundane egg) on the southern side. In that 
quarter reside the groups of the manes called the Agniswattas and so on, contemplating on 
the Lord through supreme concentration of mind and invoking only real blessings on their 
scions (on the earth). (5) There also, itis said, resides the glorious Yama (son of Vivaswan, 
the sun-god), the ruler of the manes, along with his attendants, and inflicts punishment in the 
same form as the crime itself on the departed Jivas (embodied souls)—brought to his realm 
by his servants—strictly in proportion to the sin attaching to their (evil) deeds, taking care not 
to violate the commands (the penal code) of the almighty Lord (neither showing any favour 
to the evil-doers by remitting the rigour of his rod nor inflicting a penalty heavier than what 
they deserve, thus holding the scales even). (6) Some (learned men) actually declare the 
number of hells (the departments of punishment) in that region as twenty-one. Now, we are 
going to describe them to you, O king, in order along with reference to their name, 
appearance (the forms of punishment inflicted in each) and character (the nature of sins that 
are sought to be expiated through them). They are named as Tamisra, Andhatamisra, 
Raurava, Maharaurava, Kumbhipaka, Kalasttra, Asipatravana, Sdkaramukha, Andhakupa, 
Krmibhojana, Samdaréa, Taptasurmi, Vajrakantakasalmali, Vaitarani, Puyoda, Pranarodha, 
Vigasana, Lalabhaksa, Sarameyadana, Avici and Ayahpana. Including seven more, viz., 
Ksarakardama, Raksoganabhojana, Sulaprota, Dandasika, Avatanirodhana, Paryavartana 
and Sdcimukha, there are (all told) twenty-eight hells, places where tortures of various kinds 
are gone through (by the sinful). (7) 


saa adnttiahewa gaeremrrenRiaels 
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Of these, he who takes away (by force or fraud) another's wealth, child or wife is indeed 
bound with the cords of Death and forcibly thrown by the most dreadful servants of Yama 
into the hell called Tamisra. Being tormented in that utterly dark region by being deprived of 
food and water, belaboured with cudgels, and severely scolded and with other (such) 
tortures, the Jiva is filled with dismay and falls into a swoon that very moment. (8) Even so 
he, indeed, who enjoys the wife etc., of another by deceiving the man is cast into (the hell 
called) Andhatamisra. (As itis) being thrown into that hell and (while) undergoing the tortures 
(peculiar to it), the Jiva (embodied soul) is deprived, through agony, of its consciousness and 
vision, like a tree which is being cut at the root. Hence they call this (particular) hell (by the 
name of) Andhatamisra (that which is full of blinding darkness). (9) 
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Again, he indeed who fondly nourishes from day to day his own family exclusively 
through hostility to (other) living beings in this world, regarding the body alone as his self and 
the objects of this world (viz., his wife, children, house and other belongings) as his own, 
leaves them (the body and everything else) here and himself alone (accompanied by none) 
falls into (the hell called) Raurava because of the sin resulting from such hostility. (10) 
Further, the very creatures that were killed by him here are born as Rurus in the other world 
(in that hellish region) and kill the same fellow—when he goes through the tortures inflicted 
by Yama—in the same way as they were killed by him. Hence they speak of that region as 
Raurava (the abode full of Rurus), Ruru being the name of a creature more ferocious (even) 
than a snake. (11) Quite similar is (the hell called) Maharaurava (a class of) Rurus, called 
Kravyadas (flesh-eaters, so-called because of their being carnivorous by nature) kill for the 
sake of flesh the man who solely nourishes (here) his own body (hating others), and 
(consequently) falls into that region. (12) 
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Again, in (the hell called) Kumbhipaka in the region, the servants of Yama fry in boiling 
oil that merciless fellow, censured even by the Raksasas (those feeding on the human flesh), 
who is actually so cruel as to cook beasts and birds alive. (13) Further, he who is hostile to 
his (own) father, a Brahmana, or the Vedas is thrown into the hell called Kalasttra, 
(consisting of) a burning level sheet of copper, having a circumference of ten thousand 
Yojanas and being excessively heated (both) above and below by the sun and fire 
(respectively); and his mind and body being tormented with hunger and thirst, he continues 
(there) for as many thousand years as there are hair on the body of a beast (for, in fact, he 
is no better than a beast)—(now) sitting, (now) lying down and rolling about (restlessly), and 
(now) springing on his feet and running in every direction. (14) 
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Him, again, who actually deviates here from the path chalked out for him by the 
Vedas, otherwise than in an emergency (warranting such a course) and embraces a 
heretic creed, the servants of Yama throw into (the hell called) Asipatravana (a cluster 
of trees having sword-like leaves) and beat with a whip. Actually running there to and fro 
with all his limbs being torn by the sword-like leaves—sharp-edged on both sides—of the 
palmyra trees in that grove, and crying 'Ah! | am finished!' he drops down unconscious 
at every step through excessive agony and, apostate as he is, reaps the fruit of the sin 
attaching to heretics. (15) 
eas SF UST Wael aT saved evs Worafa aret ar eriteus w Uda saa 
gee Poca cafcactstiaemnonradat aiseears arden tray aafaaieoa: 
HIATT AAACTSBSTAT SASS: | VE | 


Again, a king or a king's officer who inflicts punishment on one undeserving of 


544 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 26 


thirtieth tttetr tir tere tte tr ert err hh Sr HEPES HHAAASHSAHHCH HARASS H HH HHL AAACHAAHKE 


punishment cr corporal punishment on a Brahmana—such an atrocious soul falls hereafter 
into the hell known as Sikaramukha. With his limbs being crushed by most powerful hands, 
even as a piece of sugar-cane is crushed (in a cane-crushing machine) here, he is filled with 
(great) consternation (now) shrieking in a piteous tone and now fainting, even like men who 
were detained by him here, though not found guilty. (16) 


aheag a yaMivatanieatgTrratatcrana erat eat 


Again, he indeed whose mode of life in this world (regulated by a number of injunctions 
and interdictions based on the division of society into so-many Varnas or grades and 
Aéramas or stages in life) has been determined by the Cosmic Person Himself (by assigning 
the different parts of His Body to the four Varnas—the mouth to the Brahmanas, the arms 
to the Ksatriyas, the thighs to the Vaisyas and the feet to the Sudras) and by whom the agony 
of others is (easily) understood (inferred from his own experience) and who (nonetheless) 
inflicts pain on creatures whose means of living (such as sucking the human blood) have 
been (similarly) determined by God (appearing as the Creator) and by which the agony of 
others is not known (inasmuch as they are devoid or reason and as such incapable of 
drawing conclusions) descends after death into (the hell called) AndhakUupa because of his 
hatred towards those creatures. Being actually hated on all sides in that region by deer and 
other beasts, birds and reptiles, mosquitoes and lice, bugs and flies and other living beings— 
whatsoever were killed by him (here)—he has his sleep and peace of mind disturbed and, 
finding no rest (anywhere), roams about in darkness just as the Jiva (an embodied soul) 
remains restless in an unsound (diseased) body. (17) 
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Again, he who eats here whatever comes to him, without sharing” it (with others) and 
without performing the five (kinds of daily) sacrificest (obligatory on a householder) has 


* Itis laid down in our scriptures that a householder should take his meal only after he has fed a stranger waiting at his door, 
the servants of his household, the young children and the aged of the family, married sisters and daughters and so on. 

+ The five kinds of daily sacrifices enjoined on a householder are given in a nutshell in the following couplet of the 
Manusmrti :-— 

aan aaa: frgaseg Teor Ta Sat afesiat Fasisiafeaysty 
(Il1.70-71) 

They are :— (1) Brahmayajfa or propitiation ofthe Rsis (to whom we owe all our knowledge, both temporal and spiritual), 
consisting in teaching and chanting the Vedas and thus sharing with others the benefits of the knowledge bequeathed to us 
by the Rsis; (2) Pitryajna or acknowledgment of our debt to the departed ancestors including the eternal Pitrs in the form of 
Tarpana or pouring water for their gratification; (3) Daivayajna or propitiation of the gods through Homa or pouring oblations 
into the sacred fire in their name; (4) Bhitayajfia or acknowledgment of our debt to the sub-human creation by offering a portion 
of the daily meal to all creatures; and (5) Nryajfia or worship of our fellow-beings, which consists in offering homage toa stranger 
who calls at our door by feeding and affording shelter to him. 
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been likened to a crow and falls hereafter into the worst of (all) hells, called Krmibhojana. 
Born as a worm in a pool full of worms, a hundred thousand Yojanas in extent, the fellow who 
(thus) ate food a part of which had neither been given to others nor offered as oblation to fire 
lives there on worms, himself preyed upon (in his turn) by those very worms, and subjects 
himself to (suffers) tortures for as many years as there are Yojanas constituting the extent 
of that pool, unless the sin was already expiated by him (during his very lifetime). (18) Again, 
the servants of Yama, O king (Pariksit), tear hereafter (in the hell called Sarndarn$a) with red- 
hot balls of iron or pairs of nippers the skin of the man who actually takes away here by theft 
or force gold or jewels etc., belonging to a Brahmana or, otherwise than in an emergency 
warranting such a course, (even) to another. (19) Again, thrashing with a whip hereafter (in 
the hell called Taptastrmi) the man who actually copulates with a woman, unworthy of being 
So used, and the woman, who unites sexually with a man unworthy of being so approached, 
the servants of Yama force the man to embrace a red-hot iron image (of a woman) and the 
woman, a similar image of a male. (20) And him who actually commits here sexual 
intercourse (indiscriminately) with all (including animals), when he reaches the infernal 
region (called Vajrakantakasalmall) hereafter, they place on a silk-cotton tree bristling with 
adamantine thorns and (then) drag him (down along the thorns so as to tear his body). (21) 
| roar 


Again, those Ksatriyas (men belonging to the ruling class) or officers of a king who 
transgress here the bounds of piety (as prescribed by the Vedas), even though they have 
not embraced a heretic creed (and still profess the Vedic religion), fall on their death into (the 
river called) Vaitarani for having violated restrictions (imposed by religion). Being gnawed 
in that river—which serves as a most round (the region of) hell and carries in its flood ordure, 
urine, pus, blood, hair, nails, bones, fat, flesh and marrow—by hosts of aquatic animals here 
and there, yet not disunited from their body or life and sustained by their own sin, they feel 
(greatly) distressed by the thought of the (bitter) fruits of their (evil) deeds. (22) Again, they 
too, who having kept here a low-caste woman (though themselves born of a noble pedigree) 
and cast to the winds (all) purity, pious conduct and restrictions (about food etc.), lead the 
life of a beast, abandoning all shame, fall after death into an oceanlike pond (called Puyoda), 
full to the brim with pus, faeces, urine, phlegm and dirt, and feed exclusively on that most 
detestable stuff. (23) Again, the servants of Yama pierce (in the hell called Prananirodha) 
with arrows, as a target, those Brahmanas and others, on their death, who, rearing dogs and 
donkeys here and taking delight in chase, actually kill animals otherwise than as enjoined 
(by the scriptures). (24) 
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Again, those in charge of the infernal region (the officers of Yama) put to (great) torture 
and (then) hack to pieces in the other world those hypocrites who actually slaughter animals 
here in sacrifices performed for mere show (to deceive others), when they fall into the infernal 
region called Vaisasa (ViSasana). (25) Again, they throw into a river of semen (the hell known 
by the name of Lalabhaksa), in the other world, that sinful Dwija (a member of the twice- 
born classes) who, blinded by passion, actually causes his wife, belonging to the same caste 
(as his own), to drink (his) semen here, and make her drink his fill of that semen. (26) Again, 
seven hundred and twenty hounds with adamantine teeth, which are no other than the 
messengers of Yama (representing the three hundred and sixty days and the same number 
of nights constituting a year), indeed veraciously munch in the other world in (the hell called) 
Sarameyadana, those robbers, kings or soldiers of a king's army who, resorting to arson and 
poisoning actually loot here villages and companies of merchants travelling together. (27) 
He, again, who actually tells a lie here while giving evidence (in a law-suit), in bartering 
(buying and selling) goods or while making a gift, on any account whatsoever, is hurled 
headlong after death from a (steep) mountain-top, a hundred Yojanas high, in the hell called 
Avicimat, where there is no support to stand upon (because of the steep nature of the 
mountain) and where land with a rocky surface appears like water; hence the name ‘Avicimat' 
(having no water* ). There the man does not die even though his body continues to be 
shattered to minute particles, and falls down the moment heis lifted up (to the mountain-top) 
again. (28) 
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Again, if a Brahmana (a member of the priestly class) or his wife or (for that matter) 
anyone observing a sacred vow actually drinks wine here due to perversity or if a Ksatriya 
(one belonging to the ruling or warrior class) or VaiSya (one belonging to the trading and 
agricultural classes) drinks the extract of the Soma plant, the servants of Yama pour iron 
melted with fire into their mouth when they are taken (after death) to the infernal region (called 
Ayahpana), pressing their bosom with their foot. (29) And further he, for one who, (though) 
himself belonging to the lowest strata of society, indeed refuses through self-esteem to 
respect here his superiors in pedigree, austerity, learning, pious conduct, Varna (grade in 
society) and Agrama (stage in life) is as good as dead (through actually living) and indeed 
suffers in terminable tortures when thrown, head foremost, after death into the hell called 
Ksarakardama. (30) 
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As regards men who propitiate Goddess Bhadrakall, the god Bhairava and other deities 
here by actually sacrificing human beings to them and women who eat (the meat of) such 
human victims, the men (thus) slaughtered like beasts are reborn as torturing agents in the 


* A sheet of water with a ruffled surface is called 'Vicimat’ (having waves or ripples). Therefore, 'Avicimat' means a place 
where there is no such sheet of water actually present but which only appears to have such a sheet of water. 
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form of troops of Raksasas in the abode of Yama (in the hell knownas Raksoganabhojana)and, 
cutting up those men and women into slices with their sword like butchers, drink their hot 
blood and dance and sing in (great) merriment even as those (very) men and women who 
ate (the meat of) their human victims did here. (31) Again, they who actually torture here 
(either) in the woods or in their village (itself) innocent creatures, anxious to survive— 
inspiring them with confidence by allurement (of various kind) when they have come near; 
and treating them as playthings when they have been transfixed with an iron pin or tied with 
a thread—recollect their sin when their bodies too are transfixed with stakes etc., in the 
course of tortures inflicted by Yama (in the hell called Sdlaprota) on their death, and they are 
further tormented with hunger and thirst and are assailed on every side at every step by 
buzzards, quails and other birds with pointed bills. (32) 
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Again, those men who, fierce by nature like serpents, actually molest (other) living beings 
here, themselves fall after their death into the hell called Dandagtka, where, O king 
(Pariksit), serpents with five and even seven heads approach and devour themas they would 
devour rats. (33) As regards these who actually shut up living beings here in dark holes, 
granaries and caves etc., the servants of Yama likewise thrust them (in their turn) into holes 
etc., in the other world (in the hell called Avatanirodhana) and confine them there with 
poisonous fire and smoke. (34) Again, vultures, buzzards, crows, quails and other birds with 
adamantine bills forcibly pluck out with great mightin the infernal region (called Paryavartana) 
the eyes of that sinful-eyed householder himself who, full of wrath, looks on strangers or 
(other) known visitors here with a malicious eye again and again as if he would actually burn 
them. (35) Again, he who, proud of his opulence and full of egotism, looks askance at others 
and distrusts all (including his elders), and who, with his heart and face withering through 
anxiety about his wealth being exhausted or lost and himself knowing no peace of mind, 
guards his treasure like a devil, accumulates sin in the process of earning, augmenting and 
preserving wealth and (consequently) falls after his death into the hell called Scimukha, 
where, it is said, the servants of Yama (the deity presiding over righteousness), like tailors, 

Stitch, all over, the body of the sinful man, clinging to wealth like a demon. (36) 
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There are hundreds and thousands of such infernal spots in the abode of Yama; and all 
those treading the path of unrighteousness—whosoever have been spoken of here as well 
as those that have been left unmentioned—enter all these spots one after another, O ruler 
of the earth. And even so those following the path of virtue enter other regions (heaven etc.); 
and with the residue of both virtue and sin (when the fruit of the bulk of their stock has been 
reaped) they both (the virtuous as well as the sinful) return to this land of Bharatavarsa (the 
land of rebirth). (37) 
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The path characterized by Nivrtti or cessation of worldly activity (leading to final 
beatitude) has been told in detail at the very outset (in Il. ii. 24 et seqq.). Of this extent only 
is the egg-shaped universe, which is depicted in the Puranas as divided into fourteen 
spheres and which is the (most) well-known (and) grossest form of the Supreme Person, 
Bhagavan Narayana Himself, consisting (as it does) of the (three) Gunas (modes) of His own 
Maya (deluding potency known by the name of Prakrti or matter). He who, full of reverence, 
reads (all alone), hears (as recited by another) or recites (to another) the account of it (as) 
told (by me) comes to realize even the incomprehensible (most subtle) aspect of the 
Supreme Spirit, the theme of the Upanisads, his mind being purified through faith and 
devotion. (38) 
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Having heard of the gross as well as of the subtle (incomprehensible) aspect of the Lord, 
the striver should gradually fix his mind with the help of his subtle intellect on the subtle 
aspect, when it has been fully concentrated on the gross aspect. (39) In this way has been 
described by me for you, O king (Pariksit), the relative position of the earth with its (various) 
divisions (Dwipas) and subdivisions (Varsas), rivers and mountains, of the aerial region, the 
(Seven) oceans and the (seven) subterranean regions, the (four) quarters and the infernal 
regions, as well as of the luminaries and the spheres, constituting the wonderful gross 
(material) Body of the almighty Lord, (and) the abode of all species of living beings. (40) 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse entitled "A description of the infernal regions" in Book 
Five of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnhita, consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas, 
composed by the (divine) sage Vedavyasa. 
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Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana 
Book Six 


Discourse | 
The introductory part of the story of Ajamila 
TaHaTaT 
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The king (Pariksit) said : The path of Nivrtti (cessation from worldly activity)has been 
duly delineated by your revered self, following which final beatitude (in the form of non-return 
to this world) is attained along with Brahma (the creator) when He (Brahma) has been 
reached by gradual stages (such as the attainment of the abode of the fire-god). (1) And the 
path characterized by worldly activity has also been described (by you in Book Ill), O 
(venerable) sage—the path which has for its goal (the attainment of) heavenly and other 
sense-delights (the product of the three Gunas) and which leads to repeated embodiment 
through the (same) Gunas (for the enjoyment of such pleasures) in the case of the Jivas on 
whom Prakrti has not ceased her hold.(2) The various regions of hell, which are symbolic 
of unrighteousness, have also been depicted by you. And so has been told at length (by you 
in Book IV) the story of the first Manvantara, over which presided (the Manu called) 
Swayambhuva (son of Brahma, the self-born), and so the posterity of Priyavrata and 
Uttanapada as well as the story of (both) these kings. You have also narrated how the 
almighty Lord brought into existence the (seven) Dwipas (the principal divisions of the 
earth's surface) and (as many) oceans, as well as the mountains and rivers, gardens and 
trees, the disposition of the terrestrial globe—with (special) reference to its divisions, their 
distinctive character and extent—and (likewise) of the luminaries and the subterranean 
regions. (3—5) Now be pleased to explain to me, O highly blessed one, how a man in this 
world can (manage to) escape from hell, full of various horrible tortures. (6) 
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Sri Suka replied : If aman does not atone during his very lifetime and in the proper way 
(as laid down in the scriptures such as Manusmrti) for sins committed (by him) with his mind, 
speech and hands (body), he inevitably and actually goes after death to the infernal regions, 
that have already been described by me to you, and which are provide with means of severe 
torments. (7) Therefore, with a body not (yet) incapacitated (for penance), one should take 
prompt measures here, even before death, for the atonement of one's sins, after weighing 
the gravity and lightness of the crime, just as a physician who knows the cause of maladies 
would adopt prompt remedies before it is too late, duly considering the seriousness or 
mildness of a complaint. (8) 
WHAT 


wena | aed | SaTeMisfer maa gat faa: srafarmet wer ¢ | 

aphattadasuatcmfereata aaa: | afarraaisoe «aa HaHa 1201 
The king said : Since a man, though knowing a sin to be hurtful to his self on the 
testimony of what is actually seen and heard of by him, repeats it (even after atoning for it), 
having lost control (over his self), how could there be (any) atonement (for his sins) under 
the circumstances (so long as the sinful propensity is there)? (9) Now he is absolved from 
a sin and now he does it again. Such being the case, | account (all) atonement fruitless 
like the bath of an elephant (which throws dust on its body immediately after it has washed 


itself). (10) 
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Sri Suka replied : Indeed the counteraction of a (sinful) act through (another) action (by 
way of penance) is not accepted as radical (since there is every possibility of a man's 
falling back into sin even after the process of expiation has been undergone, so long as he 
is identified with the body), the ignorant (those identified with the body) alone being qualified 
for it (the expiatory process). Self-knowledge (alone) is (therefore) the (true) atonement (for 


it is knowledge alone which eradicates ignorance, the root of sin). (11) Maladies do not 
actually attack him who eats only wholesome food. In the same way, he who practises self- 
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discipline, O king, gradually becomes qualified for blessedness (final beatitude). (12) 
Through concentration of mind and continence,* subjugation of the mind and control of the 
external Indriyas (the senses of perception and the organs of action), charity, truthfulness 
and purity (of body and mind), the vows of non-violence etc., and sacred observances (such 
as the muttering of prayers), the wise, who are conversant with (the spirit of) Dharma 
(righteousness) and full of reverence are able to get rid of even the greatest sin, committed 
through body, speech and mind, just as fire destroys a (whole) thicket of bamboos. (13-14) 
A few (rarely blessed) souls, who are devoted to Lord Vasudeva, destroy (the stock of) their 
sins completely (with their very root in the form of ignorance) through mere devotion, even 
as the sun destroys mist in its entirety. (15) Indeed a sinner, O king, is not purified so well 
through asceticism and other (expiatory) processes as the one who had dedicated his (very) 
life to Sri Krsna through the constant service of His devotees. (16) For in this world this path 
(of Devotion) is the best of all, in that it is full of bliss because it has no fear from any quarter. 
On this path tread pious (desireless) souls who are amiably (kindly) disposed (towards all) 
and devoted to Bhagavan Narayana. (17) (All sorts of) atonements done fail to purify ina 
thorough way, O King of kings, him who has turned his face away from Bhagavan Narayana, 
even as (a number of) rivers (combined) cannot purify a jar of wine. (18) They who have (but) 
once in their life fixed on the lotus-feet of Lord Sri Krsna their mind, that has conceived an 
attachment for His excellences, never behold even in a dream Yama (the god of retribution) 
and his servants, carrying a noose (in their hand), since they have actually done (all) 
atonement. (19) 
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Further, (as an illustration) on this point, the learned narrate the following old legend, in 
which there occurs a conversation between the messengers of Lord Visnu and Yama, (Now) 
hear it from me. (20) In (the city of) Kanyakubja (the modern Kannauja) there lived a certain 
Brahmana, Ajamila by name, who had kept a maid-servant (a woman of the servant class) 
and, polluted by intercourse (cohabitation) with that Sadra woman, had cast to the winds (all) 
pious conduct (enjoined on a Brahmana householder). (21) Making a reproachful living by 
robbery, gambling, cheating and theft and (thus) maintaining his family,the impious fellow 


* Brahmacarya (continence) is declared in our scriptures to comprise eight aspects, which consist in scrupulous 
abstinence from all of the eight phases of sexual intercourse mentioned below:— 
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“The wise speak of sexual intercourse as consisting of the following eight phases, viz., (1) the recollection of an act of 
copulation, (2) uttering words denoting it, (3) dallying with a woman, (4) looking at a woman with lustful eyes, (5) holding secret 
(amorous) talks with a woman, (6) intention to have sexual commerce with a woman, (7) makinga firm resolve to have such 
intercourse and (8) the actual act of copulation. The reverse, i.e., the negation of all these is what they call the eightfold 
continence. 
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tortured (and put to death) living beings ( and supported his family on their flesh when food 
could not be got by other means). (22) As he thus maintained (his) existence, fondling the 
(many) offspring of that Sudra woman, O king, a considerable period, equivalent to eighty- 
eight years of his life, rolled by. (23) The old man had ten sons (by that woman); he who was 
the youngest of them, Narayana by name, was yet a child and was (therefore) greatly loved 
by his parents. (24) Having fastened his heart on that sweetly lisping infant, the old fellow 
felt extremely delighted while watching its sports. (25) Feeding it while (himself) taking his 
meals or chewing anything (by way of refreshment), and giving it water to drink while 
(himself) drinking it, bound as he was by (ties of) love to the child, the silly man did not 
perceive (the hour of) death, which had (now) arrived. (26) 
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Thus continuing, the fool thought of his juvenile son, named Narayana, when the hour 
of death (actually) arrived. (27) Beholding three most terrible male figures with wry faces 
and hair standing on end, that had come to take him, noose in hand, Ajamila, (greatly) 
agitated in mind, called by name his son, named Narayana, who was busy with (his) 
playthings away at (some) distance (from him), in a loud and lengthened tone. (28-29) 
Hearing the loud utterance of Sri Hari's (blessed name by the dying man (Ajamila), who was 
calling (though unconsciously) the name of their Master (Bhagavan Narayana), O greatking, 
His attendants rushed to the spot (there) all of asudden. (30) The messengers of Lord Visnu 
stopped by force the servants of Yama, that were (at that moment) tearing (the soul of) 
Ajamila, who had kept a maid-servant, from inside his heart. (31) (Thus) forbidden, the 
servants of Yama said to them: "Who are you that (thus) interfere with the authority of Yama 
(the deity presiding over righteousness)? (32) Whose representatives are you or whence 
have you come, and wherefore do you forbid his being taken away (by us)? Are you (some) 
gods or demigods or some foremost Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystic 
powers by their very birth)? (33) With eyes resembling the petals of a lotus and clad in yellow 
silk, you are all adorned with a diadem, a pair of ear-rings anda shining wreath of lotuses! (34) 
Besides, you are all in the bloom of youth and all possessed of four lovely arms and graced 
with a bow, quiver, sword, mace, conch, discus and lotus. (35) Driving away the darkness 
of the quarters and overshadowing (all) other (material) lights by your splendour, what for 
do you hinder us, the servants of Yama (the protector of virtue)?" (36) 
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Sri Suka continued : In reply to the aforesaid questions asked by those messengers 
of Yama, the servants of Lord Vasudeva heartily laughed and addressed the following 
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(words) to them in a voice (deep) as the rumbling of clouds. (37) 
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The messengers of Visnu said : If you are really servants of Yama (the deity presiding 
over righteousness), (please) tell us the true character of virtue and also the means of 


ascertaining it. (38) How is punishment meted out and who is intended to be its object? Are 
all the doers subject to punishment or (only) some (doers) of the human species? (39) 
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The messengers of Yama replied : Dharma (righteousness) is (that which is) enjoined 
by the Veda and the reverse of it (that which is forbidden by the Veda) is Adharma 
(unrighteousness). And we have heard (from Yama and others) that the Veda is Bhagavan 
Narayana Himself (from whom it has emanated) and self-born (in the sense that it flows from 
His nostrils by way of respiration without any conscious effort on His part). (40) It is by 
Narayana that all these existences (living beings) made up of (the three modes of Prakrti, 
viz.,) Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, are duly evolved in His own being with (their distinctive) 
qualities, denominations, activities and forms. (41) The sun, the fire, the sky, the air, the 
Indriyas (the senses of perception and the organs of action), the moon, the morning and 
evening twilights, day and night, the (four) quarters, water, the earth, Time and Dharma (the 
god of piety)—these indeed are the witnesses of (the good and evil actions of) a Jiva (an 
embodied soul). (42) Unrighteousness as ascertained by (the evidence of) these are 
determined to be a fit occasion for punishment. And all doers (without distinction) deserve 


punishment in consideration of their (sinful) actions. (43) For good as well as evil deeds are 
capable of being done by men given to action, O sinless ones, inasmuch as they are (ever) 
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associated with the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), and no one invested with a body can help 
doing action (with one's mind, speech or body). (44) He alone by whom a virtuous or sinful act 
was performed in this world reaps in the other world the fruit of it in the same manner and to 
the same extent it was actually done. (45) Just as in this world, O jewels among gods, there 
are found three varieties of living beings (viz., those living a life of ease, those dragging a 
miserable existence and those who are partly happy and partly miserable, or again those who 
are tranquil by nature, those who are ferocious and those who are dull, or, according to a third 
classification, those who are pious by temperament, those who are vicious by nature and those 
who are of a mixed temperament, and as this heterogeneity cannot be explained except by 
assuming that the said three types of beings severally performed meritorious, sinful and mixed 
deeds in the past), so from the diversity (in the proportion) of the three Gunas (manifested in 
the form of virtuous, sinful and mixed types of actions.on the part of men in this world) it is 
inferred that they will reap the three corresponding types of fruit (in the form of happiness, 
misery and a mixture of both) in another life. (46) (Again,) just as a current period of time 
indicates the characteristics of the past as well as the future rounds of the same period, so the 
current life (of a man) is illustrative of the merits and sins of the past as well as of the future 
incarnations. (47) (Our master,) the omniscient Yama, who is (another) Brahma (as it were), 
clearly perceives (while) at his (own) capital (Sarhyamani) by his very mind the former state 
of existence (including the record of virtuous and sinful deeds) of a departed soul and reflects 
with his mind on his future (destiny) too. (48) (Even) as a man in sleep (the dream state) treats 
as his self the body revealed in the dream alone and not the one existing before the dream 
State nor that which will follow the dream state, so the ignorant Jiva (too) identifies itself with 
its existing psycho-physical organism (the one revealed by its past actions) alone and has no 
knowledge of the one preceding it nor of the succeeding one, having lost (all) memory of its 
past incarnation. (49) The Jiva, itself constituting the seventeenth principle (over and above 
the sixteen constituents of the subtle body, with which it stands identified, viz., the ten Indriyas, 
the mind and the five objects of senses, viz., the subtle elements), discharges its own functions 
(of grasping things, locomotion and so on) with the five organs of actions, perceives the five 
objects of senses with the five senses of perception and experiences with the sixteenth (viz., 
the mind) the threefold objects of the senses of perception, the organs of action and the mind, 
all alone. (50) This well-known subtle body, consisting of (the aforesaid) sixteen parts, anda 
product of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, endowed with the three potencies of 
illumination, activity and obscuration respectively) and exceedingly tenacious, subjects the 
Jiva again and again to transmigration, which is a source of joy and sorrow, fear and 
affliction.(61) The ignorant Jiva (which stands identified with a body and), thathas not subdued 
the five senses of perception and the mind, is prompted (by that subtle body) to fall back upon 
action, though unwilling (to do so), and veiling itself with a network of Karma, even asa silk- 
worm wraps itself in a cocoon, stands bewildered (finding no way out of it). (52) Indeed none 
remains actionless at any time even for an instant; for everyone is forcibly impelled—by 
attachment etc.,(born of the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—andq) resulting from the 
impressions of past actions—to do action against his will. (53) Having found an occasion in 
the form of merit or sin resulting from one's past actions, a psycho-physical organism 
(consisting of a gross and a subtle body) actually moulds itself either after the womb (the 
mother's body) or after the seed (the body of the father) according to the irresistible tendencies 
of the Jiva (occupying it). (54) This degeneration of the soul (in the shape of loss of its blissful 
character andits being reduced to a wretched state as a result of identifying itself with a psycho- 
physical organism) has been due to its association with Prakrti (Matter). (And) the degenera- 
tion ceases before long through devotion to God (and by no other means). (55) 
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This fellow (Ajamila) was indeed endowed with learning (the knowledge of the Vedas 
and other scriptures), a (veritable) abode of amiability, good conduct and virtues (like 
forgiveness), had taken a vow of worship, prayer and so on and controlled his senses, was 
gentle (and) truthful, well-versed in sacred formulas and pure (in habits). (56) (Nay,) he 
worshipped the sacred fire (by pouring oblations into it) and served his preceptor, strangers 
(calling at his house) and elders, was a friend to all living beings, free from egotism, pious, 
taciturn and uncavilling (by nature). (57) One day, this Brahmana went to the woods in 
obedience to his father's command; and as he returned therefrom, taking fruits and flowers, 
sticks for the sacrificial fire and Kuga grass, he saw (on the way) a (most) profligate Stdra, 
who was a (most) libidinous and shameless fellow, drunk with spirituous liquor distilled from 
meal, sporting with a harlot of the same class—who was not only (similarly) drunk, with her 
eyes swimming through intoxication but stood by his side in a half-naked condition (with the 
knot of her loin-cloth loosened)—and (also) singing and joking with her. (58-60) Seeing her 
folded in the arm of that Sddra, which was painted with unguents exciting lust, this man 
(Ajamila) was inspired with extravagant passion and succumbed to (the darts of) love all at 
once. (61) Though controlling his mind by recourse to reason with all his firmness and by 
dint of his learning, he could not compose it, agitated as it was with love. (62) Possessed 
by the devil of love excited by (the sight of) that (lewd) woman, and (thus) deprived of reason 
and thinking of her alone with his mind, he actually deviated from his duty (neglected all his 
sacred obligations). (63) With the entire fortune of his father (at his disposal) he indulged her 
alone through carnal pleasures delightful to her mind so that she might be pleased (with 
him).(64) The sinful fellow, whose judgement had been crippled by the sidelong glance of 
that lewd woman, abandoned before long his own wedded wife, a Brahmana girl, still in the 
prime of youth and bestowed on him (by her father) in view of his noble pedigree. (65) (Having 
spentonherall the fortune of his father,) this stupid fellow brought money from here and there 
by fair and foul means and maintained the family (progeny) of this woman, who was (soon) 
the mother of many children. (66) Because this fellow—who having violated (the injunc- 
tions of) the scriptures, acted according to his own will and was (therefore) censured by 
(all) worthy men—led a sinful life and lived for a long time in an impure state; eating the food 
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polluted by the touch of a harlot, we shall accordingly take this sinner, who has done no 
atonement (for his crimes so far), to the presence of Yama (who wields the rod of 
punishment), where he will be purified through punishment. (67-68) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story of Ajamila, 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


sq fedtatseara: 


Discourse Il 
The messengers of Lord Visnu expound the Bhagavata 
Dharma (the cult of Devotion) and Ajamila 
ascends to the Lord's supreme Abode 
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SriSukawenton: Having thus heard and (duly) followed the dissertation of the messengers 


of Yama, the aforesaid messengers of the Lord, who were masters of the moral science, now 
replied to them (as follows), O king (Pariksit) ! (1) 
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The messengers of Visnu said : Oh, whata pity that unrighteousness should penetrate 
the court of the knowers of Dharma (the secret of virtue), where punishmentis unnecessarily 
inflicted by those very knowers of Dharma on sinless people who do not deserve any ! (2) 
If iniquity appears in (the heart of) those who are protectors (like a father) and teachers of 
the people and are beneficent and even-minded (to all), whom shall the people resort to for 
protection? (3) Whatever a superior man does, that very thing the common (ignorant) man 
(also) does. The people (at large) follow that which the former sets up as a standard (to be 
followed). (4) Like a brute, the common man himself has no knowledge of righteousness or 
unrighteousness and (generally) sleeps at ease (over this question), resting his head on the 
lap (utterly depending on the wisdom) of another (his ruler or preceptor). (5) How can it be 
worthy of the latter, if he is full of compassion and deserves the confidence of (all) living 
beings, to seek to harm the unwary world that has thrown itself entirely at his mercy, reposing 
(full) trust on him ? (6) 
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This man has actually done atonement (not only for the sins of this life but) even for sins 
committed (by him) through millions of lives (in the past) in that he uttered, though in a 
helpless state, the name of Sri Hari, which (apart from its being the highest atonement for 
past sins) is a (direct) means to the attainment of (supreme) felicity (final beatitude). (7) The 
atonement for (all) the sins of this (erstwhile) sinner must have been made by the mere fact 
that he pronounced a mere semblance of the four-syllabled name of the Lord, 'NARAYANA', 
while exclaiming (calling his son in the words): "Narayana, come (here) !"(8) The articulation 
of a name of Lord Visnu—that is the only thorough atonement for the sins of all classes of 
sinners, be he a thief, a drinker (of spirituous liquor), one guilty of treachery to a friend, a 
Brahmana-slayer, one sharing the bed of a preceptor's wife, a slayer of a woman, a king, 
one's own parent or a cow and whatever other (types of) sinners there may be; for thereby 
(by the utterance of the Lord's name) the Lord's (own) mind is directed towards the utterer 
(who is thenceforward remembered by Him as His protege). (9-10) A sinner is not purified 
to that extent (so thoroughly) through fasting and other processes of expiation recommended 
by the expositors of the Veda (Manu and others) as he is by words standing as names for 
SriHari, articulated (merely with the tongue); forthe utterance of such words puts him in mind 
of the (divine) attributes of the glorious Lord (and thus qualifies the man for final beatitude 
by drawing him towards the Lord, the Bestower of Liberation, unlike the other forms of 
expiation, which exhaust themselves in wiping out the sins). (11) For, the process of 
expiation is not complete if one's mind runs back to evil ways even after the said process 
has been gone through. Therefore, in the case of those seeking the eradication of their (stock 
of) sinful Karma the uttering of the praises of Sri Hari is the only remedy; for the same 
undoubtedly purifies the mind. (12) 


aot aaa NSTaepA aeet aaa fea: aaeiies! 


Therefore, do not take, by a wrong path (the path of the sinners), (the soul of) this man, 
who has done atonement for all (his) sins in that he articulated the Lord's name in full (while, 
as a matter of fact, it wipes out one's sins even when uttered in part) and at a time when he 
was about to die (when there was no possibility of his reverting to the path of sin and thereby 
incurring any more sin; for one cannot ordinarily be expected to take the Lord's name 
precisely at the moment of death). (13) 
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The learned recognize the articulation of aname of Lord Visnuas capable of eradicating 
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all one's sins, even when itis intended to denote someone else, or when itis uttered jestingly 
(in love but not jeeringly) or as an interjection in the midst of a song or out of (seeming) 
disrespect (but not real; for disrespect actually shown to the Lord or a jeer flung at Him 
constitutes in itself an unpardonable sin). (14) Aman who articulates the word ‘Hari’ (or, for 
that matter, any other name of the Lord even ) involuntarily (without any conscious effort on 
his part) when fallen down, stumbled, bitten (by a snake or any other poisonous creature) 
heated (by fever etc.), injured (by a blow) or when he has broken a limb, no longer deserves 
(to suffer) torment (in hell). (15) Arduous and easy processes of expiation have been 
thoughtfully prescribed by the great sages (law-givers) in the case of (comparatively) great 
and small sins. (16) Those sins are (certainly) got rid of by the said processes of expiation 
such as austere penance, charity and Japa (muttering of prayers), but not the kernel 
(vestiges in the form of impressions) of those sins, which is (also) traceable to the 
unrighteous acts. Those impressions too are obliterated through the service of (devotion to) 
the Lord's feet. (17) Any name of the Lord of excetlent renown, which is distinctly pronounced 
(by a man)—(whether) knowingly (with the consciousness that it wipes out all one's sins) or 
unknowingly (without such knowledge)—destroys a man's sins (as surely) as a fire 
consumes the fuel (under all circumstances, no matter whether it has been kindled by aman 
who knows its burning properties or by an innocent child who is unaware of its burning 
capacity). (18) Just as a medicine possessing the highest potency is sure to produce its 
salutary effect even on one who is unaware of its efficacy, though taken by chance, so does 
the Lord's name (which is as holy as any sacred text or formula) reveal its efficacy (in the 
shape of wiping out all one's sins) even in the case of him who is unaware of it, when uttered 


by him (even) casually. (19) 
SR FaTI 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having thus expounded in a well-reasoned and conclusive way the 
cult of Devotion to the Lord (with particular reference to the marvellous efficacy of the Divine 
Name), O king (Pariksit), and extricated the said Brahmana (Ajamila) from the noose of 
Yama (the god of punishment), the messengers of Lord Visnu secured his release from (the 
grip of) Death. (20) Thus foiled in controversy (by the Lord's own messengers), the 
messengers of Yama returned to the presence of Yama (their master) and faithfully reported 
everything to king Yama, O subduer of foes. (21) 
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Disentangled from the noose (of Yama) and rid of fear, the Brahmana (Ajamila) was his 
former self again (became healthy and pious as before) and, delighted with their sight, 
bowed his head to the servants of Lord Visnu. (22) Perceiving him eager to speak, the 
servants of Bhagavan Visnu (the Supreme Person) suddenly disappeared at that (very) 
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spot, even as he looked on, O sinless one! (23) Having heard from the mouth severally of 
the messengers of Sri Krsna (Lord Visnu) and Yama an exposition of the cult of Devotion 
to the Lord—which is untainted by the three Gunas (inasmuch as it is concerned from the 
beginning to the end with the worship of the Lord, who is entirely beyond the realm of the 
three Gunas and takes one beyond the world of matter, which is a product of the three 
Gunas)—and the path of worldly activity (which is mainly concerned with the world of matter 
and holds out the promise of heavenly bliss, a product of the three Gunas, and has been) 
taught by the three Vedas (which mainly deal with rituals), Ajamila too now soon conceived 
devotion to the Lord as a result of hearing the glories of Sri Hari (the Destroyer of all sins) 
and great was his repentance as he recollected his (past) sin. (24-25) (He said to himself,) 
"Oh, it was the worst tragedy for me, who forfeited my Brahmanhood by being born* 
(reproduced in the form of sons) through a Sidra woman, because of my being unable to 
curb my (lower) self (animal passions) ! (26) Fie upon my wicked self, condemned by (all) 
good men, the blot of my race, who kept an unchaste wench given to drinking, having 
abandoned a faithful wife who was yet very young. (27) Oh, my aged parents, who were 
without a protector and had no other relation (such as a son) and were much afflicted 
(because of me), were forthwith deserted by my ungrateful self as by a vile man. (28) As such 
| shall surely fall into a most dreadful hell, where lustful men, who have violated Dharma 
(righteousness) suffer tortures inflicted by Yama. (29) 
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"Was (all) this wonder seen by me in a dream or with my own eyes here (in waking life)? 
Where have they now gone, who proceeded to tear me (my life) from my body, noose in 
hand? (30) Again, where have those four angelic persons gone, who were (so) good-looking 
and got me released while | was being taken to the infernal regions (situated below the 
earth), fastened with nooses? (31) Though | have been so accursed (in my present birth), 
yet | must have earned (in my previous lives some) extraordinary merit which blessed me 
with the sight of those foremost gods, as a result of which my mind is so calm and cheerful 
(today). (32) Otherwise (but for such extraordinary merit) my tongue, the tongue of an 
impious fellow, who kept a Sidra woman, was not fit to utter the name of Lord Visnu—the 
only means of capturing Him—in this helpless state and at a time when | was on the verge 
of death.(33) The two stood poles asunder—myself, a wicked swindler, lost to (all) shame, 
who violated his Brahmanhood, and the (most) auspicious name of the Lord, 'Narayana’.(34) 
Having controlled my mind, Indriyas (the senses of perception as well as the organs of 
action) and breath, | shall as such so endeavour that | may not drown myself in the 


* There is a Sruti text declaring that a man himself is born for a second time in the form of a son through his wife, thus 
accounting for the epithet ‘Jaya’ used with reference to a wife :-— 
TSM Va Wald AE Sad FA: | 
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blinding gloom of transmigration again. (35) Having got rid of the bondage of mudane 
existence—so well-known (in the shape of ties of attachment toson, wife, house and 
so on), and resulting from ignorance (manifested in the form of self-identification with 
the body etc.), and from the craving for the gratification of the senses and activity (in 
the shape of endeavour to procure such gratification)—benevolent to all living beings, 
free from craving for the pleasures of sense, friendly and compassionate (to all) and 
with (my) mind fully controlled, | shall redeem myself, completely dominated as | am 
by the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) in the shape of woman, by whom my wretched 
self has indeed been fully toyed with even as an animal kept for pleasure. (36-37) 
Giving up the sense of 'I' and 'mine’ in relation severally to the body and whatever 
is connected with it, and with my thought fixed on the real substance (the Spirit), | 
shall devote my mind to the almighty Lord when it has been purified by chanting His 
names and praises and other ways of Devotion (such as hearing His praises and 
remembering Him)" (38) 
aH Fara 
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Sri Suka began again : Having thus conceived a thorough aversion to the pleasures 

of sense, thanks to a moment's association with the pious servants of Lord Visnu, and 
throwing off all fetters (in the shape of affection for his mistress and children), Ajamila 
retired to Gangadwara (the sacred spot where the holy river Ganga descends into the 
plains, and which is now known by the name of Hariksetra or Haridwara). (39) Settling 
down at that holy place (an eternal abode of the Lord) and betaking himself to the path 
of Yoga, he withdrew all his senses (from their objects) and fixed his mind on the 
supreme self. (40) Then, dissociating the mind from the body and senses etc., through 
concentration of the same, he devoted it to the essence of the Lord, (known by the name 
of) Brahma, that is all consciousness. (41) When his mind was (thus) irrevocably fixed 
on the aforesaid Brahma, the Brahmana beheld in front of him the same (angelic) 
persons and, recognizing them, as seen before, bowed his head to them. (42) Having 
quitted his (earthly) body at that sacred place (Gangadwara) on the bank of the (holy) 
Ganga (immediately) after their sight, he forthwith assumed a (divine) body similar 
to the form of the Lord's attendants (dwelling by His side). (43) Mounting an aerial 
‘car made of gold, the Brahmana (Ajamila) ascended with those servants of Lord 
Visnu (the Supreme Person) through the heavens to the (divine) realm (known by the 
name of Vaikuntha), where resides the Spouse of Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity). (44) 
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‘in this way that Brahmana, who, consequent on his having kept a woman of the 
menial class had transgressed all his sacred duties and broken his vows (of fidelity to 
his wife and so on) and who had not only fallen (from his Brahmanhood) due to his 
reprehensible conduct but was going to be cast to hell (by the servants of Yama), was 
at once completely freed (from the noose of Yama) by uttering the Divine Name. (45) For 
those seeking liberation there is nothing more efficacious in cutting the root of sin (in the 
form of identification with the body) than chanting the Name and glories of Lord Visnu 
(whose feet purify those who resort to them). Thanks to the chanting of His names, the 
mind does not (ordinarily) get attached to (sinful) actions again, whereas it remains 
tainted with Rajas and Tamas (even) after purificatory processes other than this have 
been gone through. (46) 
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He who, full of reverence hears this legend, which is a most profound secret (of the 
scriptures) and is capable of destroying (all) one's sins, as well as he who repeats it with 
devotion (after hearing it) never goes to hell nor dare the servants of Yama look at him. 
However accursed (sinful) he may have been, such a mortal is adored (hereafter) in 
Vaikuntha (the realm of Lord Visnu). (47-48) Even (a great sinner like) Ajamila, who 
uttered, while dying (in a helpless state without reverence) the name of Sri Hari and that 
too in its secondary application as denoting his son, ascended to the Lord's (divine) 


Abode ! What wonder, then, if one who pronounces it with reverence should attain to His 
Abode? (49) 


Thus ends the second discourse, forming part of the story of Ajamila, 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse Ill 
A dialogue between Yama (the god of retribution) and his messengers 
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The king (Pariksit) said : What did the god Yama (the deity presiding over righteous- 
ness), under whose sway all this (animate) creation is and whose authority was thus 
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obstructed, say in reply to his servants—who had been foiled by the messengers of Lord 
Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Mura)—on hearing their report ? (1) (Such) supersession 
of the authority of the glorious Yama at the hands of another was never heard of before, O 
(holy) sage ! (And) none other than you can resolve the doubt which will arise in the popular 
mind on this point; that is my conviction. (2) 

Ye TaI 
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Sri Suka replied : The messengers of Yama, whose efforts (to execute the commands 
of their master) were interrupted by the servants of the Lord, O king, submitted to their 
master, Yama, the ruler of the (city of) Sarnyamani (as follows). (3) 
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The messengers of Yama said : How many in this world are the rulers of human 
beings performing actions of three kinds (virtuous, sinful and of a mixed type)—rulers 
who are responsible for the manifestation (dispensation) of their fruit (in the shape of 
happiness, misery and a mixture of both)? (4) If there be in the world many a ruler 
wielding the rod of punishment, who would suffer death (the tortures of hell) and who 
would enjoy immortality or heavenly bliss (in the event ofa split, resulting ina complete 
deadlock); whereas (in the reverse case , i.e., in the event of harmonious relations, 
obtaining between them) who would not experience the tortures of hell as well as 
immortality too (for, while one ruler may ordain hellish tortures in the case of a particular 
man in view of a grievous sin committed by him, overlooking his meritorious acts, 
another may condone his faults and reward his virtuous deeds with immortality and the 
orders of both will be executed as carrying equal force). (5) If there be a plurality of rulers 
in this world for (the control of) the vast number of men engaged in action, their 
authority will (no doubt) exist. Such authority (however) would be only secondary 
like that enjoyed by tributary chiefs (inasmuch as it would extend over a limited 
section of humanity and would not be absolute and primary, thus rendering it necessary 
to postulate another ruler exercising primary, and universal authority). (6) Therefore (a 
plurality of rulers being out of the question), you are (to our mind) the one Supreme Lord 
and ruler of all living beings—including the guardian deities—capable of distinguishing the 
merit and sin of men (who alone enjoy freedom of action), and (actually) wielding the rod 
of punishment (for the evil-doers, and rewarding the virtuous). (7) Such as you are, your 
authority stands superseded and no longer prevails in the world today, as is evidenced 
by the fact that your command was set at naught by four wonderful angelic persons ! (8) 
They forcibly released a sinner who was being taken by us under your order to the infernal 
regions (the places of suffering), cutting the nooses (with which he had been fastened).(9) 
We are keen to know them (their particulars) from you, if you deem it good for us (as 
otherwise by showing disrespect to them through ignorance we may bring harm even to 
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you). The moment the word 'Narayana' was uttered (by the sinner) they hastened in saying 
"Do not be afraid !" (10) 
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SriSuka continued : Thus interrogated the celebrated god Yama, the controller of living 


beings, was St nae 7 replied to his messengers (as follows), contemplating 
on the lotus-feet of Sri Hari. ( 


ay sara 
Wt Fe wees ott st wa faa 
werisa ful Aeltaq aa at BD alm: 122! 
at oaefwete safaerat ami aenfta amie: | 
aw af a 38 ametiesegiste  aata ies! 
aé west feel: see: arash: veaset fats: | 
sifgeafad amaisa ae weg eat: alee: ev 
wa a 8 faagsissten |= yaredisgearere: | 
aed 3 fag: Wea: was af fe adieu 
4 a a afivhegitet er fr aay fae 
aera «=| ATT eae: «= UL RI 
TATA arene: ae Arenfeaeterer: | 
mate «| AAU MTaT: 1201 


gam fae: auf  edeifemia Tera | 
Tart 0 aise: «0ST tT RCI 


Yama said : The Supreme Lord of the mobile and immobile creation is other than me 
(and all other guardians of the spheres—indra, Varuna and others). It is by Him that the 
whole universe stands pervaded on all sides as a piece of cloth by its warp and woof. (Nay,) 
it is from His part manifestations (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) that the evolution, maintenance 
and dissolution of this universe proceed and the (entire) creation is subject to His control 
even as a bullock tied with a string passed through its nostrils is controlled by the man holding 
the string. (12) Just as a farmer ties (his) oxen with tethers to a big cord (to keep them 
together), He binds men with (different) denominations (Brahmana, Ksatriya and so on) to 
His own Word (the Veda)—allots them different duties as enjoined by the Vedas; and, bound 
by (these) strong ties in the shape of class, names and obligations (attaching thereto), the 
aforesaid men meticulously bear offerings (do homage) to Him (through the scrupulous 
discharge of their duties). (13) Myself (Yama, the guardian of the southern quarter), the 
mighty Indra (the guardian of the east), Nirrti (the demon presiding over the south-west), 
Varuna (the god of water, presiding over the western quarter), the moon-god (the guardian 
of the north), the god of fire (the guardian of the south-east), Lord Siva (the guardian of the 
north-east), the god of the air (the guardian of the north-west), the sun-god, Brahma (the 
creator), the (twelve) sons of Aditi (presiding by turns month after month, over the sun), (the 
group of gods known as) the Viswedevas, the (eight) Vasus (another class of gods) and (the 
group of gods called) the Sadhyas, the (forty-nine) Maruts (wind-gods), the (eleven) Rudras 
(the gods presiding over destruction) along with the Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed 
with mystic powers from their very birth), the creators of the world like (the sage) Bhrgu, the 
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rulers (adored) of gods (such as the sage Brhaspati, the preceptor of the gods) and others 
too who are untainted with Rajas and Tamas and in whom Sattva predominates have no 
knowledge of His intention—dominated as they are by His Maya (deluding potency)—much 
less those other than these. (14-15) Even as colours (the objects of sight) cannot perceive 
the faculty of vision, which reveals them, the Jivas cannot grasp or reach with (their) senses 
of perception, mind or organs of action (which predominantly manifest the activity of the vital 
airs) nor with (their) intellect or speech Him who is the seer of all living beings, though 
dwelling in their very heart (as their Inner Controller). (16) Charming messengers of the 
aforementioned Sri Hari, the - Supreme Person, the absolute and transcendent Lord, the 
Controller of Maya (Prakrti), generally go about in this world (for the good of the Jivas), 
endowed as they are with a form, virtues and disposition similar to those of their (divine) 
Master. (17) Those most wonderful servants of Lord Visnu, who are adored (even) by the 
gods and whose (transcendental) forms cannot be easily perceived (by earthly beings), 
protect mortals devoted to the Lord from enemies as well as from myself (Death), yea, from 
everyone else. (18) 
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Asamatter of fact, neither seers nor even gods nor the foremost of the Siddhas can precisely 
know (the secret of) virtue (as) expounded by the Lord Himself; how, then, can the demons, 
human beings, Vidyadharas (celestial artistes), Caranas (heavenly bards) and others know 
it?(19) Brahma (the self-born), the sage Narada, Lord Siva (the fountain-head of blessedness), 
the sage Sanatkumara, Lord Kapila, Swayambhuva Manu, Prahrada, king Janaka, Bhisma, 
the demon king Bali, the sage Suka (son of Vyasa) and myself (Yama)—these twelve (alone) 
know (the essence of) Dharma (as) taught by the Lord—secret, pure and difficult to 
understand—by knowing which one enjoys immortality (in the shape of final beatitude). (20-21) 
To develop loving attachment to the Lord through the utterance of His Name and so on— 
this alone has been declared to be the paramount duty of (all) men in this world. (22) Realize, 
my boys, the glory of uttering the name of Sri Hari, by which alone (pronounced unintention- 
ally once only) even (a vile sinner like) Ajamila was liberated from the noose of Death! (23) 
To celebrate duly the virtues and exploits of the Lord and to chant His name—this much is 
not needed for (merely) wiping out the sins of men ! For even the (most) sinful Ajamila 
attained liberation by (simply) calling his son at the pitch of his voice (and not with proper 
intonation) as Narayana (and that too) while on the verge of death (when neither his body 
nor his mind was in a sound condition). (24) Alas ! the average learned man (well-versed 
in the scriptures—whose judgement is completely bewildered by the all-powerful (divine) 
Maya (deluding potency) and whose thought is focussed on (the teachings of) the three 
Vedas, full of sweet and attractive encomiums (on the efficacy or rituals as leading to 


Dis. 3 ] BOOK SIX 565 


ARALAAAKHKLALHHH LLL LHHHKCLHAESSLAKAHLSALKEALSALERK HK SLLEKHALSLESK HLH AA HK LEALHAEAHAAAAHAHHARK SHAH 


heaven)—generally does not realize the aforesaid glory of the Divine Name, and remains 

engaged in grand sacrificial undertakings. (25) 
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Pondering thus, the wise indeed resort with an undivided mind to the practices (the chanting 
of the Divine Name and so on) making for loving Devotion to the Lord possessing infinite virtues. 
They do not merit punishment at my hands (because ordinarily there can be no question of their 
committing sins). Even if a sin is ever committed by them (through inadvertence), the (very) 
utterance of the Name of Lord (who is widely sung) obliterates it. (26) The sacred stories of those 
pious souls who regard all with the same eye and have taken refuge in the Lord are constantly 
sung even by the gods and Siddhas. Never approach such men, protected as they are by the 
mace of Sri Hari. Neither we nor the Time-Spirit has the power to punish them. (27) Bring those 
impious men (alone to me) who are averse to the joy inhering in the honey-like sweetness of 
the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu (the Bestower of Liberation)—incessantly tasted by flocks of 
noblest swans in the form of ascetics of the highest order, who have nothing to call their own 
and who are connoisseurs of sweetness—and have given their heart to the delights of home 
life, which lead one to hell. (28) (Further,) bring those wicked fellows (for punishment to me) 
whose tongue neither recounts the virtues nor utters the name of the Lord, whose mind never 
contemplates on His lotus-feet and whose head does not bow even once to Sri Krsna, and who 
have never rendered (any) service to Lord Visnu (in their whole life). (29) Ah, may that most 
ancient Person, Bhagavan Narayana, put up with the offence* committed, through the 
instrumentality of our messengers, by ourselves, His ignorant servants, who crave His 
forgiveness with joined palms; for forgiveness (alone) becomes the greatest of the great, Hail 
to the all-pervading Supreme Person ! (30) 
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Therefore, O Pariksit (a scion of Kuru); know the chanting of the names and praises of 
Lord Visnu as a source of blessing to the (whole) world and the complete atonement for the 


greatest sins. (31) The mind is not purified so well through fasting and other means as 
through Devotion easily engendered in the heart of those who repeatedly hear or narrate 


* The messengers of Yama argued with the servants of Lord Visnu and insisted on taking away the soul of Ajamila to 
the abode of Yama not with standing their remonstrances. This is evidently regarded by Yama as an offence against the Lord, 
for which he seeks His forgiveness here. 
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accounts of the extraordinary exploits of Sri Hari. (32) He who enjoys like a bee the 
sweetness of Sri Krsna's lotus-feet (by contemplating on them) delights no more in the 
enjoyments brought forth by Maya (Prakrti) , once they have been given up by him as 
conducive to suffering. The other man (who does not enjoy the sweetness of those feet and) 
who is (consequently) buffeted by desires takes fo action (alone in the shape of an expiatory 
process) in order to atone for his sin—action which leads only to sin again (inasmuch as it 
does not purify the mind and thus proves no better than the path of an elephant, which throws 
dust on its body as soon as it emerges from water after the bath). (33) 
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The servants of Yama were not at all surprised to (hear and) realize as such the 

greatness of the Lord, depicted by their master (Yama). Afraid of men depending on the 
immortal Lord (Visnu) they shuddered even to look at them from that moment, O king 
(Pariksit) | (34) Dwelling on (the summit of) Mount Malaya and worshipping Sri Hari, the 
glorious sage Agastya (who was born of a pitcher) narrated (to me) this secret legend. (35) 


Thus ends the third discourse, forming part of the dialogue between Yama and his servants, 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IV 
Daksa extols the Lord who appears in person before him 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : The genesis of the gods and demons, human beings 
and Nagas (serpent-demons), beasts and birds in the (very first) Manvantara (period 
covering seventy-one and odd revolutions of the four Yugas), presided over by Swayambhuva 
Manu, was described by you in a nutshell (in Book Ill). (1) | desire to know from you the 
details of it, O glorious sage, as well as how and with what power the Supreme Lord evolved 
the subsequent creation (referred to in IV-xxx. 49). (2) 
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Sita continued : Suka (the son of Badarayana), the great contemplative sage ever 
united with the Lord, welcomed this noble inquiry of Pariksit (the royal sage), on hearing it, 
and replied (as follows), O jewels among sages ! (3) 
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Sri Suka began again : When the ten Pracetas, the sons of king Pracinabarhi, emerged 
from the lake (which was as extensive as an ocean) and saw the earth covered with trees 
(due to the suspension of all agricultural activity and the state of anarchy that prevailed 
consequent on the retirement of king Pracinabarhi from active rule at the instance of the 
celebrated sage Narada), they got angry with the trees and breathed out wind and fire from 
their mouths with the intention of burning them, their wrath having been stimulated by 
asceticism. (4-5) Finding the trees being consumed by (the jointaction of) windandfire, O Pariksit 
(a scion of Kuru), Soma (the moon-god), the mighty ruler of (the deity presiding over) the 
vegetable kingdom spoke to the Pracetas (as follows), as though appearing their anger :— (6) 
"It is not (quite) becoming of you to bear hostility to the poor trees, since you are declared 
to be the rulers of created beings and (as such) eager to promote their growth. (7) Oh, the 
immortal and all-pervading Lord Sri Hari, the Ruler of (all) Prajapatis (the lords of creation, 
Brahma and others) has brought into existence the (various) trees and annual plants (cereal 
crops) as the (source of) food of the manes and gods (respectively), (8) (Flowers and fruits 
etc., the produce of) the immobile creatures (viz., trees and plants) constitute the food of the 
mobile ones (the winged creatures); the footless (viz., grass and sprout etc.), of those 
walking on feet (the graminivorous quadruped); (from among the quadruped) the handless 
(the deer etc.), are the food of those provided with hands (the lion and other carnivorous 
beasts); while quadrupeds (such as the bovine species and other milch cattle) as well as the 
annual plants (cereal crops) are the source of food for human beings (the milch cattle 
supplying them with milk and oxen helping them in their agricultural pursuits and producing 
their staple food in the shape of cereals). (9) Moreover, how can it be worthy of You—who 
have been commanded by your father (king Pracinabarhi) as well as by the Lord (the adored 
even of the gods) to procreate children, O sinless ones—to burn away trees (that sustain 
all living beings)? (10) (Therefore,) follow the path of the virtuous—trodden by your father, 
grandfather and great grandfathers—and curb your intensified anger. (11) The parents are 
the (true) friends of children; the eye-lashes, of an eye; the husband, of a (married) women; 
the sovereign, of a people (and through them of all living beings including trees); the 
householder, of mendicants; and a wise man is the friend of a ignorant. (12) The almighty 
Sri Hari indwells the hearts of (all) living beings as their Inner Controller. (Therefore,) regard 
the entire creation (both animate and inanimate) as His abode; in this way He will be really 
propitiated by you. (13) He who subdues by means of an inquiry into (the true nature of) the 
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Self, violent anger gushing forth from the cavity of the heart in his body is able to transcend 
the (three) Gunas (the realm of matter). (14) Add no more to the number of trees (already) 
burnt, helpless as they are, and let the surviving ones enjoy your protection. Let this excellent 
maid (Marisa by name), brought up by the trees (as their own daughter), be accepted as a 
wife (by you)." (15) 
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Having thus pacified the Pracetas and handed over (to them) the beautiful daughter of 
Pramloca (a celestial nymph), king Soma (the moon-god) returned (to his abode) and the 
Pracetas wedded her consistently with virtue (as this union, though forbidden by the Sastras as 
falling under the category of polyandry, had been permitted by the Lord—vide IV. xxx. 15-16—and 
had thus been more than legalized). (16) From their loins through her was sprung Daksa, the 
Pracetasa (son of the Pracetas, as distinguished from his previous incarnation, which owed 
its existence to Brahma himself), by whose progeny* and their descendants all the three 
worlds wefe filled on all sides. (17) (Now) hear from me attentively how Daksa, who was 
(extremely) fond of his daughters, procreated beings (both) by his mind (sheer force of will) 
and by seed. (18) 
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Daksa (a lord of creation) procreated these beings, dwelling in the air, on land and in 
water—gods, demons, human beings and so on—by his mind (thought-projection) alone in 
the first instance (to begin with). (19) Seeing the procreation of his race not multiplying, the 
said Prajapati (Daksa) proceeded to the hills adjoining the Vindhya mountain and practised 
austerities (that were) hard to perform. (20) Bathing there thrice a day (in the morning and 
evening and at midday) in the holy lake called Aghamarsana (that which washes off one's 
sins), which was supremely efficacious in destroying one's sins (as could be expected from 
its very name), he propitiated Sri Hari through (his) asceticism. (21) He extolled the Lord, 
who is beyond sense-perception, by means of (the hymn called) Harnsaguhya. | shall (now) 
repeat to you that hymn through which Sri Hari was pleased with Daksa. (22) 
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* Itshould be noted here that while this Daksa was bornin the very first or Swayambhuva Manvantara of the present Kalpa 
(round of creation), he begot offspring only in the sixth (Caksusa) Manvantara, i.e., after a period of five Manvantaras—vide 
IV. xxx. 49. Thus it will appear that he devoted this inconceivably long period of his life in austerities as a preparation for his 
momentous role of creation and in order to regain the extraordinary and surpassing splendour and eminence acquired by him 
in his previous incarnation. 
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The Prajapati prayed : | offer salutations to the self-effulgent Supreme of infallible 
consciousness—the Controller of both the Jiva (the soul as reflected through the three 
Gunas or matter) and Prakrti (the basis of such reflection)—whose true nature is not 
perceived by those that take the objects of senses (the products of the three Gunas) to be 
real, and who is beyond (all) the means of cognition. (23) | make obeisance to that Supreme 
Lord whose beneficent nature and friendly (helpful) attitude (as the Prompter of the senses 
and the mind) the Jiva dwelling in this body, His constant companion, does not know—even 
though the Lord lives with the Jiva as the latter's Friend (in the same body), He being the seer 
of this visible universe (and therefore not open to perception)—just as an object of 
perception cannot perceive the illuminating quality of the sense that perceives it. (24) The 
body, the vital airs, the senses, the internal senses (the mind, understanding, intellect and 
the ego) and the gross and subtle elements know neither themselves (individually) nor any 
other (among themselves) nor that which is beyond (all these, viz., the Jiva). The (conscious) 
Jiva (however) knows all (these, including itself) as well as the (three) Gunas (the root of all 
the aforesaid categories except the Jiva); but, though knowing (all) these, it does not know 
the all-knowing Lord who is infinite (and therefore unknowable). | (hereby) extol Him. (25) 
Hail to that pure Substance (Brahma), revealed (only) ina pure mind, thatis realized through 
Its absolute existence (consisting of consciousness and bliss) when the mind, which 
manifests this world of names and forms, (altogether) ceases to function (attains the state 
of Samadhi or complete absorption into the Self) due to the extinction of all cognition and 
recollection. (26) The wise find Him out by their purified intellect (as distinct from their lower 
self, referred to as '‘I' and) as installed within their heart—though veiled by His nine potencies 
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(viz., Prakrtior primordial matter, Purusa or the individual soul, Mahat-tattva or the principle 
of cosmic intelligence, Ahankara or the ego and the five Tanmatras or subtle elements), 
consisting of (or dominated by) the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), as well as by 
the sixteen other principles (viz., the mind and the five senses of perception, the five organs 
of action and the five gross elements viz., earth, water, fire, air and ether)—(even) as those 
well-versed in rituals produce the sacrificial fire hidden in (pieces of) wood by reciting the 
fifteen sacred texts known as the Samidheni Mantras. (27) Indeed He is realized in the form 
of the joy of Liberation when Maya (Prakrti), the source of all distinctions, has been negated 
(by the process of elimination). (Yet) it is He who bears all names and assumes all forms, 
possessed as He is of potencies too numerous to be described and which constitute His very 
essence. May He shower His grace on me. (28) Whatever is described in words, determined 
with the intellect, or perceived with the senses or even pondered with the mind cannot be 
His essential nature. For all that is a manifestation of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas); while He, as a matter of fact, is (but) indicated by the evolution and dissolution of 
the universe (which is a product of the Gunas as being the cause of such evolution and 
dissolution). (29) Wherever, from whatever motive, by whatever means (or with whatever 
instrument), for whomsoever (or whatever purpose), whatever, however and whosesoever 
work whoever does (by himself) or is prompted (by someone else) to do, all that is Brahma, 
which is their cause (and therefore identified with them) inasmuch as It is known to have 
existed before them (all), and which is the ultimate cause of all (other) causes, both earlier 
(such as Brahma) and later, and is without a second, whether of the same category or ofa 
different kind. (30) Hail to that all-pervading Self, possessed of endless virtues, whose 
manifold potencies (Prakrti and so on) indeed become the ground of disputation and 
concurrence between theorists putting forward their claims (with eloquence), and delude 
their mind now and again. (31) In Yoga (which is primarily a system of religious worship) and 
Sankhya (the science of Self-Realization), which, though professing faith in the one Reality 
(viz., God), ascribe two distinct and mutually contradictory attributes to Itthe one claiming 
that (when conceived in the form of the Cosmic Person) It has hands and feet eic., 
(corresponding to Patala and the other Lokas), and the other denying them (and declaring 
It as without name and form)—and (yet) have a common basis (in the shape of God), that 
which is found to be common and beyond dispute (the dispute centring on the issue of Its 
having hands and feet and so on) and which is (equally) acceptable to both (viz., God 
Himself, whose existence is presupposed by both and who is the ground of all negation) is 
Brahma (to whom all controversy relates). (32) May that almighty and infinite Supreme be 
gracious to me—who, though devoid of (material) name and form, manifested from time to 
time forms (consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas) through descent (into the 
world of matter) and names through (various) exploits, in order to shower His grace on those 
who resort to the soles of His feet (for protection). (33) May that Lord grant my wish, who 
though dwelling in the body of (all) men (as their formless Inner Controller), appears 
diversified (in the form of different deities) according to their (individual) tendencies (formed 
in previous lives) and in consonance with the systems of worship of recent origin (followed 
by them), even as the air breathes fragrance of various kinds on coming in contact with the 
odour of different flowers etc., (which is an attribute of earth) or appears dusky-white when 
the colour of dust is transferred to it. (34) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus extolled, the celebrated Lord, who is (extremely) fond of His 

devotees, appeared (in person), O Pariksit (the foremost of the Kurus), before Daksa (even 
while he was glorifying Him) on the strand of that sacred lake called Aghamarsana. (35) He 
had His feet (legs) flung across the shoulders of Garuda (the king of the birds) and was 
possessed of eight mighty and exceptionally long arms, in which He carried a discus, a 
conch, a sword, a shield, an arrow, a bow, a noose and a mace. (36) Clad in yellow and 
dark-brown as a cloud, He hada cheerful countenance and eyes sparkling with joy. His body 
was adorned with a garland of sylvan flowers (extending up to His feet) and bore the brilliant 
mark of Srivatsa (a curl of hair covering the footprint of Bhrgu) and the (famous) Kaustubha 
gem. (37) He wore a large crown (on His head) and precious bangles (about His ankles) and 
a shining pair of illigator-shaped ear-rings, and was (further) adorned with a girdle, rings, 
bracelets, anklets and armlets. (38) Possessed of a form that captivated (the people of) all 
the three worlds, the Lord of the whole universe (consisting of the three spheres, viz., earth, 
heaven and the intermediate region) was surrounded by His (own) attendants—Narada, 
Nanda, and so on—as well as by the chief among the gods (the guardians of the spheres) 
and extolled by Siddhas (a class of demigods possessed of mystic powers from their very 
birth), Gandharvas (heavenly musicians) and Caranas (celestial bards), who were singing 
songs (of praise) behind Him. Filled with awe and yet extremely rejoiced at heart to behold 
that most wonderful beauty, Daksa (a lord of created beings) fell prostrate on the ground and 
could not speak anything because of his senses (the channels for the outflow of the mind) 
being flooded with intense delight as rivers with mountain-torrents. (89—41) To that 
Prajapati, who was a (great) devotee (of the Lord) and desired to be blessed with progeny, 
and who was (still) crouching as aforesaid, Lord Visnu (who is supplicated by men), the 
Knower of the mind of all living beings, spoke as follows. (42) 
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The Lord said : O highly blessed Daksa (the son of the Pracetas), you have fully 
achieved your end through asceticism in that you have developed supreme devotion to Me, 
thanks to your reverence solely directed towards Me. (43) | am pleased with you, O lord of 
created beings, inasmuch as your asceticism is conducive to the growth of this creation; (for) ~ 
itis My wish (too) that all created beings should thrive. (44) Brahma (the creator), Lord Siva 
(the source of the universe), yourselves (the lord of created beings), the Manus (the 
progenitors of mankind, presiding over different Manvantaras or periods covering seventy- 
one and odd revolution of the four Yugas), and the chief of the gods (the guardians of the 
spheres, Indra and others)—indeed these are My glorious manifestation making for the 
prosperity of (all) created beings. (45) Asceticism (in the form of contemplation accompanied 
by the practice of Yamas* and Niyamas) is My (very) heart; worship (in the form of the 
muttering of prayers with all auxiliary practices, Nyasa etc.), My body (because it gives a 
concrete shape to meditation and serves as a protective covering for it even as the body 
protects the heart); the (mental) activity (preliminary to meditation in the shape of forming 
a conceptual image of the object to be meditated upon), My exterior; sacrifices well- 
performed are the (various) members of My body; the merit resulting from such scrifices, My 
mind (which has its seat in the heart, i.e., has its source in meditation); and the gods (enjoying . 
a share in the sacrificial oblations) are My vital airs (which are sated through such obla- 
tions).(46) Before creation | alone existed and that too in a state of absolute inactivity; there 
was nothing else in the form of the perceiving subject or the percieved object. | was mere 
consciousness and unmanifest (too); it seemed as if a state of deep sleep prevailed on all 
sides. (47) When in My infinite Being, possessed of endless attributes, sprang up through 
Maya this cosmos made up of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), there arose in that 
very cosmos Brahma, (the self-born), the cause (creator) of all, not born of a mother's 
womb.(48) When that great god girded up his loins for the work of creation, he as a matter of 
fact thought himself unequal to it as it were, though supplemented with My energy. That 
all-powerful divinity accordingly practised severe austerities as enjoined by Me, by recourse 
to which he evolved at the very outset nine lords of creation including yourself (your previous 
incarnation). (49-50) This daughter of Paficajana, a lord of created beings (like you), Asikni 
by name, should (now) be accepted (by you), O dear Daksa, as wife.(51) Following the 
righteous course of sexual intercourse between a (duly) married couple, you shall again beget 
progeny in large numbers through her, who will (also) follow (like you) the prescribed course 
of sexual union between a (duly) wedded couple. (52) All created beings (coming) after you 
will be born (again in the form of their children) (only) by copulating with My Maya (enchanting 
potency in the form of woman) and bear offerings to Me. (53) 
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Sri Suka went on : Having spoken thus, Lord Sri Hari, the Promoter of the universe, 
disappeared on that very spot, like an object seen ina dream, (even) as Daksa looked 
on. (54) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Six of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
eS ry 


* For the import of the Yamas and Niyamas vide IV. xxii. 24. 
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Discourse V 
Narada subjected to an execration (by Daksa) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Indeed energized by Lord Visnu's Maya (creative power), 
the aforesaid Daksa (a lord of created beings) begot through Paficajani ten thousand 
sons, known as the Haryaswas. (1) Alike in conduct and disposition, all those sons 
of Daksa, O king (Pariksit), proceededina westerly direction (to practise austerities) 
when commanded by their father to beget offspring. (2) There they reached a most 
extensive and holy lake called Narayanasara, situated in the area where the river 
Sindhu (the modern Indus) falls into the sea, and resorted to by sages and Siddhas 
(a class of demigods endowed with mystic powers from their very birth). (3) By 
merely bathing therein they not only had their mind thoroughly cleansed of all 
impurities (in the shape of likes and dislikes and so on) but also developed an 
inclination to follow the path of ascetics of the highest order (the path of Renunciation 
and Self-Knowledge). Yet they practised severe austerities alone, bound as they were 
by the command of their father. Narada (the celestial sage), itis said, saw them intent 
on increasing the population (of the world) and forthwith said, "O Haryaswas, without 
having seen the end of the earth how will you actually (be able to) beget progeny? 
Though protectors (of men), alas ! you are ignorant ! (4—6) Similarly, without fully knowing 
the country inhabited by a single person, the hole with no visible outlet, the woman assuming 
different forms (at will) and even so the man whois the husband of a harlot, the river running 
both ways (both forward and backward), the wonderful house built of twenty-five materials, 
the swan, at one place, which has a Strange story to tell, and something exceptionally sharp 
and strong (as though made of razors and adamant), independent and revolving, and 
without having understood the command of your omniscient father, suitable for you, how will 
you proceed with (the work of) creation?" (7—9) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing these enigmatic words of Narada (the celestial sage), the 
Haryagwas themselves presently pondered over them with their own intellect, which was 
endowed with innate quickness of perception. (10) (They said to themselves): "The earth 
(referred to by the celestial sage) is (no other than) the field (in the shape of the subtle body, 
yielding the crop of merit and sin, happiness and misery etc., and) known as the Jiva 
(because conditioning it), which has existed from remote antiquity and serves as a fetter for 
the soul. Without seeing its extinction what is to be gained through useless actions (actions 
not conducive to Liberation)? (11)The Lord is the sole (almighty) Ruler (of the country in the 
shape of this universe), the witness of all the three states of the mind (the waking state, the 
dream state and the state of deep sleep) and hence known as the fourth or transcendent 
principle, who is supported by (none else than) His own Self and is higher than (the cause 
of) all. Without seeing Him who is eternally free from birth (and death), what purpose can 
be achieved by man through useless activities (which are not dedicated to Him)? (12) What 
is to be achieved in this world through useless acts (serving as a means for the attainment 
of heavenly bliss and other enjoyments of a transitory nature) by him who has not realized 
the self-effulgent Brahma, on attaining which a man does not return (to this mortal plane) 
any more than one who has reached the heaven-like subterranean regions returns to the 
earth (in the same life). (13) The intellect of a Jiva, which is imbued with the three Gunas 
(Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) and which takes the shape of the various objects of senses 
(colour, taste and so on) is like a wanton woman appearing in various (attractive) guises and 
possessed of (many alluring) qualities. What can be gained in this world through useless 
(feverish) activities by him who has not risen above such a diversified intellect (and attained 
discrimination)? (14) (Again,) what is to be gained here through useless (indiscriminate) acts 
by the man who does not recognize himself as having fallen from his greatness through 
identification with such an intellect and follows, like the husband of an unchaste woman, its 
courses (in the shape of joy and sorrow and so on)? (15) What can be achieved through 
useless actions by the man who is so forgetful (under the sway of Maya) that he fails to 
recognize the frightfulness of (the river of) Maya, that (alternately) brings about (both) creation 
and destruction (thus flowing both forward and backward) and acquires (great) impetuosity (in 
the shape of an unusual outburst of anger, pride and other undesirable impulses) near the 
ghats and banks of its stream (in the shape of meditation, worship and other spiritual 
practices). (16) The Purusa (the Lord dwelling in the body of every human being as the Inner 
Controller) is the wonderful mirror (ground and illuminator) of the twenty-five categories 
(constituting the human personality, viz., the soul, the Unmanifest or primordial matter, the 
Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence, the ego, the five subtle elements, the mind 
and the ten Indriyas and the five gross elements). Without knowing Him as presiding over the 
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(aforesaid) collection* of causes and effects, what is to be gained here through useless 
actions (that are done with the consciousness that the doer is a free agent, and which, 
therefore, tend to veil one's true nature). (17) Ignoring (refraining from the study of and 
refusing to follow) the body of teachings establishing the existence of God, which not only 
distinguishes Spirit from matter (even as a swan, according to the traditional belief, 
instinctively separates milk from water where the two are mixed), but further enables one 
to perceive the true nature of bondage and liberation, what can be achieved here through 
useless actions (that tend to direct one's mind towards the external world)? (18) (Again,) 
what will be gained here through useless actions (whose fruit is swept away by the ravages 
of Time) by him who has no knowledge of the wheel of Time, whichis (ever) revolving, sharp- 
edged and independent and destroys the whole creation (and who resorts to various 
activities under the belief that their fruit is eternal). (19) How can he who does not know the 
precepts of his (second) father, the Sastra (which invests him with a second body in the 
shape of the sacred thread and whose advice is as salutary as that of a father—precepts 
that turn him away from worldly activity—and who has faith in the path of worldly activity 
(which has reference to the three Gunas, i.e., the world of matter), proceed to act in 
conformity with such precepts ?" (20) Thus resolved, O king (Pariksit), the Haryagwas, who 
were (ail) of one mind, went round the Sage (from left to right, as a mark of respect) and took 
to the path (leading to God-Realization) which does not bring one back to the mortal 
plane.(21) Having fixed his undivided mind on the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu (the Controller of 
the senses) as revealed in the notes of the gamut, which stand as a symbol of the 
(all-pervading) Brahma (and lead to its realization), the sage (Narada) went about the 


* According to the Sankhya system of philosophy, which recognizes the twenty-five categories enumerated in the above 
verse, Prakrti or primordial matter is the cause of all Causes. From Prakriti follows the Mahat-tattva, which in its turn brings 
forth the ego and the ego gives rise to the five Subtie elements, the mind and the ten Indriyas (the five senses of perception 
and the five organs of action); and from the five subtle elements are evolved the five gross elements (earth, water, fire, air 
and ether). Thus it will appear that while Prakrti is an uncaused cause, the Mahat-tattva, the ego and the subtle elements are 
both causes and effects—causes in relation to their effects and effects in relation to their causes. The remaining sixteen 
(besides the Purusa or soul), viz., the mind, the ten Indriyas and the five gross elements are mere effects inasmuch as they 
are Causes of no other category: while the Purusa or soul is neither a cause nor an effect. This is summed up in the following 
verse of iSwara Krsna's Popular manual on the Sankhya system, known by the name of Sankhya-Karika:— 

Fepietaprateenn: yeinagaa: al 
wemeeq ofaent 63 waht fapia: = Yeas 


Itis in this sense that the human body has been spoken of in the above verse as a collection of causes and effects. 
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Having heard of the straying of his virtuous sons (from the path of worldly activity) at the 
instigation of Narada, Daksa fell a sorrowing and felt (much) distressed. (Indeed) itis a source 
of grief to have good children. (23) Fully consoled by Brahma (who was not born of a mother's 
womb), Daksa begot through Paficajani (his wife) a thousand sons more, known as the 
Sabalagwas. (24) Expressly enjoined by (their) father to beget children, they made a firm 
resolve to practise austerities and repaired to (the lake) Narayanasara, where their elder 
brothers had achieved their object (in the shape of God-Realization or divine love). (25) Their 
mind thoroughly cleansed of (all) impurities through a mere bath in that lake, they practised 
great austerity there, muttering the most sacred syllable 'OM' (a symbol or appellation of the 
highest Reality). (26) Living for some months on water (alone) and subsisting for several 
months on (nothing but) air, they worshipped Bhagavan Visnu (the Lord of all sacred texts), 
repeating the following sacred formula : (27) "We make obeisance to Lord Narayana (the goal 
of all the Jivas), denoted by the mystical syllable OM, the highest Person the Supreme Spirit, 
appearing in a form made up of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas, the purest of the 
pure."(28) The sage Narada, O Pariksit (a King of kings), approached those (other) princes 
also, who were thus intent on renewing the creation, and addressed to them enigmatic words 
similar to those addressed (to their elder brothers) before:—(29) "Duly hear from me as | tell 
you, O sons of Daksa, the following precept. (Try to) discover the path trodden by your (elder) 
brothers, for whom you cherish such (great) affection. (30) A brother who knows his duty 
(towards his brothers) and follows the exalted path of his brothers, and who is followed 
(everywhere) by his virtue rejoices (in the realm of the Maruts) along with the Maruts (the forty- 
nine wind-gods, who are all excessively fond of their brothers)". (31) Saying this much, the 
sage Narada, whose sight never fails to bring its reward, withdrew; and they too followed the 
path of their brothers alone, O noble one ! (32) Having taken to the noble and agreeable path 
leading to (the realization of) the Supreme—a path which can be reached only by those whose 
thought is turned onward (away from the world)—they, like the bygone nights, do not return 
even to this day. (33) Seeing many an evil portent at this time, the Prajapati (Daksa) heard of 
the ruination of his sons at the hands of the sage Narada as before. (34) Overpowered with 
grief for his sons, he got angry with Narada; and, on meeting with the sage, addressed him 
(as follows), his lips quivering through rage. (35) 
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Daksa said : Ah, appearing in the garb of a holy man, O wicked one, you have done a 

(great) disservice to our youngsters—who were (all) virtuous—in that you showed them the 
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path of a mendicant. (36) You have ruined their interests, O sinful one, in both the worlds 
(here as well as hereafter), while they had not yet been exonerated from their threefolci* 
Obligations, nor had they pondered over the futility of (worldly) activities (and were thus 
unqualified* for taking to the path of renunciation). (37) Mercilessly unsettling in this way the 
mind of youngsters (intent on promoting the righteous cause of creation), you have tarnished 
the fair name of the Lord, and (yet) you shamelessly move in the midst (count as one) of His 
attendants ! (38) Barring you—who have trampled (our) love and actually shown enmity 
(even) to us,who are not enemies—the votaries of the Lord are undoubtedly ever anxious 
to shower their grace on (all) living beings. (39) Vairagya (freedom from attachment to the 
world) cannot be engenderedin the mind of the people in this way by you, who have assumed 
the guise of an ascetic without true wisdom, even though you regard (Vairagya as conducive 
to quietism and) quietism as a means of cutting asunder the bonds of attachment. (40) (For) 
a man cannot realize the bitterness (painful consequences) of the pleasures of sense 
without tasting them. (Therefore) he whose mind has been unsettled by others would not feel 
disgusted with the world so fully as he might of his own accord (through such realization).(41) 
We (quietly) put up with the wrong which you did to us, householders, vowed to the 
performance of rituals and intent on achieving heavenly bliss, even though the wrong was 
such as could not be easily forgotten. (42) (Yet) inasmuch as you have done an offence 
against us for a second time. O fool responsible for breaking the continuity of our race, 
therefore, you will have no halt as you wander through the spheres. (43) 
aH SaTI 
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Sri Suka went on : The sage Narada, who was esteemed (even) by the virtuous, 

accepted the curse (pronounced by Daksa) with the words “Very well !" That he who is 


himself powerful (enough to retaliate by uttering a counter-curse), should put up with 
another's offence, this alone entitles a man to the title of a pious soul. (44) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse, entitled “Narada subjected to an execration", 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SOS 


-_-e__erero——————— eee 


* Every member of twice-born classes is born, so declare the Vedas, with a debt to the Rsis, the manes and the gods, 
Itis (1) by studying the Vedas with a vow of strict celibacy in the prime of his life, (2) by marrying and begetting children after 
finishing his studies and (3) by performing sacrifices that he discharges these three debts :— 

Sart & mea Brae Te a aaa Saez: worn Fagg we aT equ a: Yat aes aera aT | 

"We read in the Manusmrtithat a member of the twice-born classes should set his mind on Liberation only after he has 
discharged the aforementioned threefold debt, and thathe who strives for Moksa without having discharged these three debts 


falls in the scale of spiritual evolution zs 
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Discourse VI 
The posterity of Daksa through his sixty daughters 
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Sri Suka resumed : Pacified and prevailed upon by Brahma (the self-born), Daksa (the 
son of the Pracetas) then begot through Asikni (his wife) sixty daughters, who were (very) 
affectionate towards their father. (1) He gave away ten (of them) to Dharma (the god of 
piety), thirteen to the sage Kasyapa (son of Marici), thrice nine (twenty-seven) to the moon- 
god, two each to the sages Bhita, Angira and Krsaswa and the rest (again) to KaSyapa (who 
is also known by the name of Tarksya). (2) (Now) hear you from me their names as well as 
of their offspring, by whose children and their descendants (all) the three worlds (heaven, 
earth and the intermediate region) were filled on all sides. (3) 
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Bhanu, Lamba, Kakubh, Jami, Viswa, Sadhya, Marutvati, Vasu, Muhurta and Sankalpa 
were (the names of) Dharma's wives; (now) hear (the names) of their sons. (4) Of Bhanu, 
in the first instance was born Devarsabha and from (the loins of) Devarsabha, sprang up 
Indrasena. (Even so) Vidyota was the son of Lamba and from (the loins of) Vidyota appeared 
(the spirits presiding over) the clouds. (5) (Again), the son of Kakubh was Sankata and 
Sankata's son was Kikata, from whom appeared (the spirits presiding over) the fortresses 
on earth. (Similarly) Swarga was the son of Jami and from (the loins of) Swarga appeared 
Nandi. (6) The sons of Viswa were the Viswedevas (a group of gods, ten in number); the 
learned speak of them as issueless. Again, the group (of gods) called the Sadhyas was born 
of Sadhya and Arthasiddhi was (the name of) their son. (7) Marutvan and Jayanta were born 


of Marutvati; (of these) Jayanta was a part manifestation of Lord Vasudeva (Visnu); he is 
(also) known by the name of Upendra. (8) Again, a race of gods called the Mauhutrtikas (the 
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deities presiding over the thirty Muhirtas—each consisting of 48 minutes—comprised in 
every twenty-four hours) was born of Muhirta. They actually dispense to (all) living beings 
the fruit (of their actions) appropriate to the division of time presided over by each. (9) Of 
Sankalpa, again, was born Sankalpa (the deity presiding over thoughts); (and) Kama (the 
god of love) has been declared to be the progeny of Sankalpa. The eight Vasus (another 
group of gods) are the sons of Vasu; (now) hear their names from me;—(10) (They are) 
Drona, Prana, Dhruva, Arka, Agni, Dosa, Vasu and Vibhavasu. (And) of Abhimati, the wife 
of Drona, were born Harsa, Soka, Bhaya and others (the deities presiding over the emotions 
of joy, grief, fear and so on). (11) Urjaswati was (the name of) the wife of Prana; and Saha, 
Ayu and Purojava, his sons. (And) Dhruva's wife, Dharani, bore (the deities presiding over) 
the various cities and towns. (12) Vasana (the deity presiding over latent desires was (the 
name of) the wife of Arka and Tarsa (the deity presiding over excessive longing) and others 
are known-to be his sons. (Similarly) Dhara is (the name of) the Vasu named Agni and 
Dravinaka and others are his sons. (13) Skanda (the god Kartikeya) was the son of Krttika 
(the other wife of Agni); while (the gods) Vigakha and others sprang up from (the loins of) 
Skanda. The son of Dosa through Sarvari (the deity presiding over nights) was (known by 
the name of ) SigumAra (the deity presiding over the stellar sphere, already described in 
Book V as resembling a dolphin in shape), a scintillation of Sri Hari. (14) Viswakarma (the 
architect of the gods), the husband of Akrti, was the son of Vasu through Angirasi (a daughter 
of the sage Angira). From (the loins of) Viswakarma appeared Caksusa (the sixth) Manu; 
(the group of gods called) the Viswedevas and the Sadhyas are the sons of Caksusa 
Manu.(15) Usa, the wife of Vibhavasu, gave birth to (three sons,) Vyusta, Rocis and Atapa. 
From (the loins of) Atapa sprang up Pafcayama*(the deity presiding over the daytime), 
because of whom (all) living beings remain awake and engaged in (their) activities. (16) 
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Again, Saripa, the (first) wife of Bhita, brought forth the Rudras (a class of gods 
presiding over destruction) in crores. Of these, Raivata, Aja, Bhava, Bhima, Vama, Ugra, 
Vrsakapi, Ajaikapada, Ahirbudhnya, Bahuripa and Mahan were the foremost. And the 
terrible attendants of Rudra (appearing in the aforesaid eleven principal forms), (viz.,) the 
Pretas (spirits) and Vinayakas (a class of evil-minded demigods), were distinct from the 
Rudras (being born of the other wife of Bhita). (17-18) Again, the wife of Angira, a lord of 
created beings, Swadha (by name), accepted the manes for her sons; while (his other 
wife) Sati adopted Atharvaveda (the fourth Veda, henceforth known by the name of 
Atharvangirasa) as her son. (19) Krsagwa begot (a son named) Dhimrakesga through his 
(first) wife Arci, and (four more sons, viz.,) Vedasira, Devala, Vayuna and Manu through 
(his second wife) Dhisana. (20) Vinata, Kadri, Patangi and Yamini were the (four other) 
wives of the sage KaSyapa (who was also known as Tarksya because of his father, the 
sage Marici, who bore the title of Trksa). (Of these) Patangi gave birth to birds, while 
es FE a I A OO AE EAE BE rr aa Fed 

" The deity presiding over the daytime is called Paficayama because the period of time presided over by him consists 
on an average of five Yamas or fifteen hours including Pratyisa and Pradosa, the morning and evening hours, leaving only 
three Yamas or nine hours for the night which is therefore called Triyama. 
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Yamini brought forth moths. (21) Vinata (also called Suparna) bore Garuda, who carries 
(on his back) Bhagavan Visnu (the Lord of sacrifices) Himself as well as Aruna (who is 
thighless*), the charioteer of the sun-god; while Kadri brought forth the numerous 
varieties of Nagas (serpent-demons). (22) 
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Again, (the deities presiding over) the (twenty-seven) lunar mansions, Kritikat and so 
on, are the wives of Soma (the moon-god), O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata) ! Plagued with the 
devilish disease of consumption due to the curse of Daksa (who got enraged with his son- 
in-law because of his partiality and excessive fondness for one of his twenty-seven wives, 
viz., Rohini, and consequent neglect of others) however, the moon-god got no issue by (any 
of) them. (23) Propitiating Daksa again, Soma secured (from him the boon of regaining) the 
digits (of light) intercepted (from the lunar orb) during the waning (dark) fortnight (but no 
issues even then). Now hear the auspicious names of Kasyapa's wives, the mothers of (all 
species of) living beings, by whom (the whole of) this universe was brought forth—{viz..,) 
Aditi, Diti, Danu, Kastha, Arista, Surasa, Ila, Muni, Krodhavasa, Tamra, Surabhi, Sarama 
and Timi. Of (the last-named,) Timi, were born the (numerous) species of acquatic 
creatures; while wild animals (the tiger etc.), are the offspring of Sarama. (24—26) Of 
Surabhi were born the buffaloes, the bovine race and whatever other (ruminant) beasts with 
cloven hoofs there are, O king | of Tamra, were born the hawk, the vulture and other 
(carnivorous) birds; while the hosts of celestial nymphs were born of Muni. (27) Reptiles such 
as the snake, O king (Pariksit), are the progeny of Krodhavasa. From (the womb of) Ila 
appeared the whole vegetable kingdom; while the Raksasas (ogres) are the offspring of 
Surasa. (28) The Gandharvas (celestial musicians) are the progeny of Arista, and beasts 
with uncloven hoofs (such as the horse and the donkey), of Kastha. The sons of Danu 


number sixty-one; hear (the names of) the chief of them. (29) They are Dwimurdha, 
Sambara, Arista, Hayagriva, Vibhavasu, Ayomukha, Sankusira, Swarbhanu (Rahu), Kapila, 


* The tradition goes that the egg that bore Aruna was broken before time and hence Aruna was in an undeveloped 
condition without his lower limbs. 
+ For the names of the lunar mansions vide foot-note below V.xxii. Il. 
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Aruna, Puloma, Vrsaparva and Ekacakra, Anutapana, Dhimrakeéa, Virupaksa, Vipracitti 
and Durjaya. (30-31) Namuci, it is said, married Suprabha, the daughter of Swarbhanu; 
while the mighty Yayati,* son of Nahusa (a human king), wedded Sarmistha, the daughter 
of Vrsaparva. (32) Now hear (the names) of the four daughters of Vai$wanara (another son 
of Danu), who were (all) charming to look at, (viz.,) Upadanavi, Hayasira, Puloma and 
Kalaka. (33) (Of these,) Hiranyaksat espoused Upadanavi; and Kratu, Hayasira, O Pariksit! 
And urged by Brahma (the creator), the glorious Kagyapa (a lord of created beings) married 
the other two daughters of Vai$wanara, (viz.,) Puloma and Kalaka. Of these (Puloma and 
Kalaka), were born sixty thousand Danavas (great grandsons of Danu), (known as) the 
Paulomas and Kalakeyas, who distinguished themselves in battle. When in heaven (ona 
friendly visit), your father's father (Arjuna), O Pariksit, slew them (all) single-handed in order 
to please Indra (the lord of paradise); inasmuch as they wrecked his sacrificial perform- 
ances.(34—36) Vipracitti begot through (his wife) Simhika a hundred and one sons, the 
eldest of whom was Rahu, who (along with his hundred brothers) attained (through divine 
grace) to the position of a Graha (the deity presiding over a planet), the other hundred being 
(called) the Ketus. (37) 
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Now from this point onward hear (from me) in order of sequence (an account) of the race 
that proceeded from Aditi, in which the almighty Lord Narayana Himself appeared by 
manifesting a part of His own Being (in the form of the divine Dwarf). (38) Vivaswan, Aryama, 
Pusa, Twasta, Savita, Bhaga, Dhata, Vidhata, Varuna, Mitra, Sakra (Indra) and Vamana (who 
took colossal strides after assuming a cosmic form)—these are the (twelve) sons of Aditi 
(who preside over the sun one after another month by month). (39) The highly blessed 
Samjna, a wife of Vivaswan, brought forth Sraddhadeva, who rose to be the Manu (during 
the present Manvantara), anda son and daughter, born as twins, (viz.,) the god Yama (the 
god of punishment) and Yami (the deity presiding over the holy river Yamuna). Then 
appearing as (assuming the form of) a mare on earth, the same (celestial) lady gave birth 
to the twin born Aswinikumaras (the celestial physicians). (40) (His other wife) Chaya (who 
was no other than a shadow of Samjfia) got through her husband (a couple of sons, named) 
Sanaiscara (the deity presiding over the planet Saturn) and Savarni (another prospective) 
Manu, as well as a daughter, Tapati (by name), who indeed chose king Sarnvarana for her 
husband. (41) Aryama's wife was Matrka and their sons were called the Carsanis (because 
they were full of wisdom). It was after them (as endowed with a special aptitude for self- 


* Vide Discourse xvili of Book VIII. 
+ The stor/of Hiranyaksa has already been told at length in Discourses xvii-xix of Book Ill. 
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examination ) that the human species was evolved by Brahma (the creator). (42) Pusa (the 
third son of Aditi), who had his teeth broken of yore because he had shown his teeth and 
laughed at Rudra seeing him angry at Daksa (vide IV. v. 21) and consequently lived on flour 
(vide IV. vii. 4), remained without issue. (43) A girl, Racana by name, who was a younger 
sister of the Daityas (the sons of Diti, whose account will follow in Discourse xviii below); 
became the wife of Twasta. Of the aforesaid couple, were born (two sons,) Sannivesa and 
the powerful Viswardpa. (44) The hosts of gods (unanimously) chose ViSwarUpa for their 
preceptor—even though he was a nephew (sister's son) of their (sworn) enemies (the 
Daityas)—inasmuch as they had been deserted by their (own) teacher, the sage Brhaspati 
(son of Angira), who was insulted by them. (45) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, in Book Six of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
Deserted by the sage Brhaspati, the god choose 
Viswardpa for their preceptor 
ICIS 
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The king (Pariksit) said : For what reason were the gods forsaken by their own 


preceptor (the sage Brhaspati)? (Kindly tell me, O glorious sage, the transgression made 
by the disciples with respect to their preceptor, which brought matters to such a pass. (1) 
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Sri Suka replied : Indra, who had transgressed the path frequented by the virtuous 
through arrogance caused by the lordship of the worlds, O king (Pariksit), was (one day) 
seated on the throne in his court, surrounded by the Maruts (the forty-nine wind-gods), the 
(eight) Vasus, the (eleven) Rudras, the (other) Adityas (sons of Aditi), (the classes of gods 


known as) the Rbhus, the Viswedevas and the Sadhyas, as well as by the (twin-born) 
Aswinikumaras (the celestial physicians). The (great) Maghava (another name of Indra) 
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was being waited upon and extolled. O Pariksit (a descendant of Bharata), by the Siddhas, 
Caranas, Gandharvas, sages who were (great) expositors of the Vedas, as well as by the 
Vidyadharas (celestial artistes) and Apsaras (celestial nymphs), Kinnaras (another class of 
celestial musicians), birds and Nagas (serpent-demons) and his praises were being sweetly 
sung. (Duly) provided with a white (royal) umbrella, charming as the orb of the moon, and 
other insignia of supreme royalty such as chowries and fans, he shone most splendid with 
(his spouse) Saci (the daughter of Puloma), who shared the throne with him. (2—6) When, 
as would appear from the following account, he did not welcome—by rising (from his 
throne), offering a seat and other (appropriate) honours—the chief preceptor of (all) the 
gods including himself, Brhaspati, the foremost of sages, adored (alike) by the gods as 
well as the demons, as he came in, nay, (when) Indra did not stir from his seat even on 
seeing the sage (actually) present in the court, the enlightened sage, a (worthy) son of 
Angira, went out of the court at once and quietly returned to his own residence, though 
powerful (enough to correct his disciple ), (fully) aware of the aberration brought about by 
pride of affluence and power. (7—9) 
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Realizing that very moment the disrespect shown by him towards his preceptor, Indra 
spontaneously himself reproached his own self in the court (in the following words):—(10) 
“Oh, my conduct has been deplorably unrighteous in that the preceptor was slighted in 
(open) court by me, a creature of poor wits indeed and maddened by power and 
opulence.(11) What prudent person will covet the fortune even of the lord of paradise, by 
which |, the ruler of the gods (who are predominantly Sattvika by nature), have been dragged 
into (the slough of) egotism (a demoniac propensity)! (12) They do not know the highest 
(standard of) morality who declare that one occupying the throne of a suzerain lord should 
not rise (from one's seat) to receive anybody. (13) They that believe the words of the 
aforesaid misleading guides—who undoubtedly (themselves) fall down into the dark 
regions of hell—surely sink (into the abysmal depths of hell) like those embarking ona ship 
of rock. (14) Guilelessly touching his feet with my head (therefore), I shall presently propitiate 
the (kind-hearted) Brahmana, the preceptor of (all) the gods, who is endowed with 
fathomless intelligence. (15) 
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While Indra was pondering thus (even at the court), the all-wise Brhaspati (who knew 
what was going on in Indra's mind as well as what was in store for him) disappeared from 
his house by dint of his extraordinary Yogic power. (16) Getting no clue to the whereabouts 


of his preceptor, though looking for him all round, the glorious Indra reflected by force of 
reason (how to get the better of his powerful enemies, the demon hosts, in the absence of 
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a wise counsellor), but felt no peace of mind, though united with (closely and devotedly 
followed by) the gods. (17) As soon as they heard of it (the weakness of Indra) the haughty 
demons all took up arms and made preparations for war against the gods, following the 
advice of the sage Sukracarya (their wise preceptor). (18) With their (foremost) limbs 
(heads), thighs and arms torn asunder by the sharp-pointed arrows discharged by the 
demons, the gods, led by Indra, approached Brahma (the creator) for protection, their heads 
bent low (with humiliation). (19) Seeing them afflicted on all sides in this way, the glorious 
and birthless god Brahma (the self-born) was moved with supreme compassion and spoke 
comfortingly (as follows): (20) © 
WENA 
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Brahma said : Alas ! your conduct has really been most unwelcome, O jewels among 
gods, in that, proud of power and pelf, you did not welcome a Brahmana who had not only 
disciplined his self but who had (also) realized (his identity with) Brahma (the Absolute)! (21) 
It was the fruit of that misbehaviour (on your part) that you suffered defeat at the hands of 
others (the demons)—who are your (sworn) enemies and had grown very weak—in spite 
of your being rich and powerful, O gods ! (22) O Indra, look at your enemies, who had (once) 
grown extremely weak because of the disrespect (shown by them) to their preceptor 
(Sukracarya) but who have now gained in strength again by propitiating the sage Kavya 
(Sukracarya) through (their) devotion. (Nay,) devoted as they are to Sukra (a scion of the 
celebrated sage Bhrgu), they may (one day) take possession of even my abode 
(Brahmaloka)! (23) Treasuring the precepts of the Bhrgus (Sukracarya and others) as their 
(only) wealth and their secrets being impenetrable, they hold (the dominion of) heaven as 
of no account (easy to acquire). (As a matter of fact,) no evil can (ever) befall the kings who 
look upon the Brahmanas, Lord Visnu (the Protector of cows) and the cows as their masters 
(Protectors). (24) Therefore, immediately resort (for protection) to Viswarupa—son of the 
god Twasta—a Brahmana given to austerities and self-controlled. Treated with respect (by 
you), he will (surely) accomplish your ends provided, of course, you tolerate what he does 
(his partiality towards the demons, with whom he is connected by blood on the maternal 
side—vide, VI. vi. 44). (25) 
aye Jara 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus spoken to by Brahma (the creator), and relieved of (their) 
anxiety, O king, the gods approached Viswardpa (son of Twasta), the seer, and, embracing 
him (as a younger kinsman), spoke (as follows). (26) 
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The gods said : We have called at your hermitage as unexpected visitors (deserving 
your kind attention); may all be well with you. (Now) be pleased, dear son, to fulfil the timely 
wishes of your uncles (ourselves). (27) Indeed service of parents is the highest duty of 
virtuous sons—even of those that have been blessed with sons. O holy Brahmana, much 
more of celibates. (28) A preceptor (who invests one with the sacred thread and teaches the 
Vedas) is Veda incarnate; a father (or uncle) is an image of Brahma (the lord of creation); 
a brother is an effigy of Indra (the chief of the gods); (and) a mother is a direct incarnation 
of the goddess Earth. (29) A sister is an embodiment of tenderness: an unexpected visitor 
is the very incarnation of virtue; a guestis an incarnation of the sacred fire and all living beings 
are embodiments of the (supreme) Self (Lord Visnu). (30) Therefore, getting rid, by virtue 
of your asceticism, of the affliction of your parents in the shape of their discomfiture at the 
hands of their enemies, O dear child, you ought to do our bidding. (31) We choose you, a 
Brahmana established in (identity with) Brahma and (therefore) worthy of adoration (for all), 
as our preceptor, so that we may easily and fully conquer our enemies through your 
(Spiritual) glory. (32) Indeed, as a means of accomplishing one's ends, the wise do not 
condemn the act of bowing at the feet of the younger. Setting aside (the knowledge of) the 
Vedas, O (holy) Brahmana, (mere) age is no criterion of seniority. (33) 
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The sage (Sri Suka) went on: (Thus) importuned by the hosts of gods to accept the 
office of their priest, the said Vigwardpa, (who was) a great ascetic, felt delighted and replied to 
them in soft words (as follows). (34) 
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ViSwartpa said : Priesthood has been condemned by the virtuous as involving the loss 
of the spiritual glory investing a Brahmana. Yet how shall a person like me, O masters, 
(venture to) turn down the solicitation of guardians of the spheres (like you), by whom he 
deserves to be commanded; for obedience alone is declared (in the scriptures) as conducive 
to his good. (35) Sila (gleaning grains left in a field after reaping the harvest) and Ufichana 
(picking up grains lying scattered in a market-place after the piles have been removed from 


there) are the (only) wealth” of the destitute (Brahmanas). (All) acts (such as pouring 
oblations into the sacred fire and feeding an unexpected visitor), appropriate to noble souls 
se ee ee ee 


* Sila and Ufichana have been glorified in our scriptures as the best means of livelihood for a Brahmana. 


[564] B. M. 21. 
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being accomplished in this household life by me with the aforesaid means, how shall | take, 
O suzerain lords, to the reproachable vocation of a priest, with which a fool alone remains 
pleased. (36) Yet | dare not decline what is earnestly asked for by you (my elders), which 
is of no account. (On the other hand,) | shall (presently) accomplish all that you have 
solicited, even at the sacrifice of my life and my (highest) interests. (37) 
SYS sara 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having thus promised them (the gods), ViSwarupa, (who was) a 

great ascetic, discharged, as requested, the role of a priest with supreme diligence. (38) 
ViSwarupa (who wielded extraordinary power by virtue of the Lord's grace) snatched, by 
means of a prayer addressed to Lord Visnu (in the form of what is known as the Narayana- 
Kavaca and stands incorporated in Discourse viii below), the fortune of the Asuras (the 
enemies of the gods)—though protected by means of the prayer taught by Usana 
(Sukracarya)—and restored it to the great Indra (the lord of paradise). (39) The said 
ViSwarupa, noble-minded as he was, taught to the great Indra the above-mentioned prayer, 
protected by which that mighty god with a thousand eyes was able to conquer the demon 
hosts. (40) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse, in Book Six of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
The text of the (holy) Narayana-Kavaca (a prayer invoking the 
protection of Lord Narayana) taught (to Indra) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : O divine sage, teach me that prayer (serving as a 
protective armour against all evils and) invoking the succour of Lord Narayana (hence 
spoken of as identical with Him, there being perfect identity between God and the means 
of realizing Him), protected by which Indra (who is endowed with a thousand eyes) 
thoroughly and entirely subdued as though in sport the enemy's troops along with their 
mounts and enjoyed the fortune of all the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate 
region); and (further) tell me how, protected by that armour, he was able to conquer the 
enemies who came to take his life on the field of battle. (1-2) 
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Sri Suka replied : Appointed as a priest, Viswartpa (son of Twasta) taught the Kavaca 
(prayer serving as a protection), named after Lord Narayana, to the great Indra, who had 
inquired about it. Listen to it with undivided attention on this occasion. (3) 
faaRey Jara 
defines safes SNS: | HASTGHCTS Aaa ara: Bhs: 1% 
aR at AMI, Ta | Creeiqireaieat aaa 1 & | 
qe Rrequedtigndi = fasraai 3% amt anaunafa faacamenit atc | 
ere ad: gale geeentaear SUTeT ANT AEE S TAY 191 
meager sigh feerng | ei wert gq yard vent fireen fe | 
Set ieret «6 adafeqi wermeaqieea «oo meamfeiae ge: 1 ¢ | 
Aart wed aq wdiea fatféer 2% fase 7a Sta 1201 
Sea wt eae att weahnfader feraseraraatind TATRA 1221 
ViSwartpa began : In the face of danger, a devotee who has finished his bath and 
other purificatory rites (such as Sandhya) should wash his hands and feet, (thrice) sip 
a little water (with the Lord's names KeSava, Narayana and Madhava on his lips) and, 
(thus) purified, squat (on a proper seat) with his face (turned) towards the north and 
wearing a ring of the sacred KuSa grass (on the ring finger of each hand). (And) after 
silently performing (what is known as) the Nyasa (consecration or spiritualization) of the 
(various) members of his body and hands with the two Mantras (sacred formulas 
mentioned hereafter), he should arm himself with the protective covering (in the shape 
of the following prayer) sacred to Lord Narayana. (To commence the rite of Nyasa or 
consecration) he should (first of all mentally) locate the syllables of the (eight-syllabled 
Mantra) "OM Namo Narayanaya"—OM and so on—in order of sequence in his feet, knee- 
joints, thighs, belly, region of the heart, chest, mouth and (crown of) the head (thus identifying 
his body with the Mantra and thereby spiritualizing it and making it fit for putting on the divine 
armour), or even in the reverse order (known as_ the Sarnhara-Nyasa, as opposed to the 
Utpatti-Nyasa, placing the syllables ‘YA’ and so on—followed by an Anuswara or nasal 
sound represented by the letter 'm'—in his head, mouth etc.). (4—6) Thereafter he should 
perform the Karanyasa (consecration or spiritualization of the parts of both his hands) with 
the twelve-syllabled Mantra (OM Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya), locating the syllables 
beginning with OM and ending with 'YA' in his (eight) fingers and (upper and lower) thumb- 
joints. (7) (Thirdly) he should place the (first) syllable 'OM' of the following Mantra "OM 
Visnave Namah" in his heart, then 'Vi' (the first letter of the second syllable) in the crown of 
his head, and 'S' (the second letter of the same syllable) in the middle of his eye-brows, and 
the (third) syllable 'Na’ in the Sikhan (the tuft of hair more or less in the rear of the crown). 
(8) He should (mentally) unite (identify) the (fourth) syllable 'Ve' with his eyes and the (fifth) 
syllable ‘Na’ with all the joints (of his body). Then putting the (last) syllable 'Ma'—followed 
by a Visarga (a distinct hard aspiration, represented by the letter 'h’) and the interjection 
‘Phat'—to the use of driving away evil spirits, he should assign it to all the (ten) directions 
(in order to block them against the inroads of evil spirits and demons etc., repeating the 
formula "Mah Astraya Phat" and snapping the thumb and the middle finger together 
successively in each direction sought to be so blocked). (In this way) the wise devotee 
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becomes a (very) embodiment (as it were) of the Mantra. (9-10) He should (then) visualize 
himself as (one with) the Supreme Self, possessed of six divine attributes (viz., power, virtue, 
fame, affluence, wisdom and aversion to the pleasures of sense , each in its fullest measure), 
the object of his meditation, manifested in the form of learning, glory and asceticism, and 
repeat the following prayer:—(11) 
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"May Sri Hari, denoted by (the mystical syllable) OM, afford me protection on all sides 
as well as from all dangers—Sri Hari, who has His lotus-feet placed on the back of Garuda 
(the king of the birds), nay, who wields in His eight arms (hands) a conch, discus (lit., that 
which is provided with a number of spokes), shield, sword, mace, arrow, bow and noose and 
who is (naturally) possessed of the eight mystic powers (the faculty of assuming an atomic 
form and so on). (12) (Appearing) in the form of the divine Fish, may He protect me in water 
from the (various) species of aquatic creatures, representing the noose of Varuna (the god 
of water). May He, who appeared of His own will in the form of a religious student, dwarfish 
in stature, guard me on land; and may the same Lord, appearing in His cosmic form as 
Trivikrama (He who measured the entire universe in less than three paces) guard me in the 
air. (13) May the almighty Lord Nrsirhha (who appeared in a queer form, half man and half 


lion), the Slayer of Hiranyakasipu (the leader of the demon hosts), protect me in places full 
of danger, such as a forest (infested with wild beasts etc.) and the fore-front of a battle—Lord 
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Nrsimha at whose tremendous peals of laughter, when He raised them, the quarters 
violently echoed and embryos were discharged (from the wombs of Asura women). (14) May 
the. celebrated divine Boar, in whose (sacred) person the (various) sacrifices stand 
represented, and who lifted up the earth on His tusk, protect me on the road, May Rama 
(Lord Parasurama) guard up on mountain-peaks and may Sri Rama (the elder brother of 
Bharata), accompanied by (His still younger brother) Laksmana, protect us (when we are) 
away from home. (15) May (the divine sage) Narayana keep me aloof from violent religious 
practices (such as the employment of spells for malevolent purposes) and all (sins of) 
omission; and the sage Nara, from pride. May Datta (Lord Dattatreya), the Master of Yoga, 
guard me against (the risk of) abandoning the practice of Yoga and may Lord Kapila, the 
Lord of Prakrti (consisting of the three Gunas), save me from the bondage of actions 
(prompted by the aforesaid three Gunas). (16) May (the divine sage) Sanatkumara guard 
me against (the shafts of) Love; Lord Hayagriva (having the head of a horse), from (the sin of) 
neglecting (omitting to salute) the (images of) gods met with on the way; Narada (the foremost 
of celestial sages), against drawbacks in the worship of the Deity (in the shape of the thirty- 
two transgressions* enumerated in the works on Devotion); and may Sri Hari manifested as 
the divine Tortoise keep me away from every description of hell. (17) May Lord Dhanwantari 
guard me against unwholesome diet and Lord Rsabhadeva, whose mind is perfectly subdued, 

from the fear of the pairs of opposites. Again, may Lord Yajfia save me from public scandal; Lord 
Balarama (the elder Brother of Sri Krsna), from death at the hands ofa human being and Sesa (the 
lordof serpents), from (the clutches of) the class of serpents known as the KrodhavaSas. (18) May 
Lord Dwaipayana (the divine sage Vedavyasa, so-called because He was born in an island) 
guard me against ignorance and Lord Buddha, against heretical creeds and neglect of duties. 
(And) may Lord Kalki, who assumed that glorious manifestation for the preservation of 
righteousness protect me from (the impurities of ) the Kali age, the refuse (dirtiest period) of 
time.(19) May Lord KeSava (the Supreme Deity the Ruler of even Brahma and Siva) protect 
me with His mace in the morning (the first of the six divisions of the day, each consisting of two 
hours); Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows), who holds a flute (in His hand), through the Sangava 
hours (the second part of the day); Lord Narayana (who has His abode in water and who weild 
an uplifted javelin), in the forenoon and (the all-pervading) Lord Visnu, carrying Sudarsana (the 
chief of all discuses) in His hand, at midday. (20) May Lord Madhustdana (the Slayer of the 
demon Madhu), who wields a terrible bow, protect me in the afternoon and Lord Madhava (the 


* The thirty-two transgressions to which a worshipper of the Deity is liable are as follows:—(1) To ride into the premises 
sacred to a deity or to enter a place of worship (even) with wooden sandals under one's feet; (2) failure to celebrate or attend 
(when invited) sacred festivals such as the Rathayatra (conducting the Deity in a festive procession on a chariot on the day 
appointed for the same). Janmastami (the Birthday of Lord Sri Krsna) and so on; (3) failure to salute an image of the Deity 
after beholding it; (4) to visit a temple in a an impure state; (5) to salute the Deity by raising only one hand; (6) to go on walking 
round the Lord without pausing a while before Him after every full round, or merely walking round in front of the Lord; (7) to 
squat with one's legs stretched in front of the Deity; (8) to squat with one’s kness up and encircled by one's arms before the 
Deity; (9) to lie down before the Lord; (10) to dine before the Deity; (11) to tell a lie before the Deity; (12) to speak loudly before 
the Deity; (13) to talk with another before the Deity; (14) to exclaim in front of the Lord; (15) to quarrel in front of the Deity; (16) 
to torment another before the Lord; (17) to bless another before the Deity; (18) to speak harsh words to another before the 
Deity; (19) to cover oneself all over with a blanket before the Deity; (20) to revile another before the Deity; (21) to extol another 
before the Deity; (22) to utterindecent words before the Deity; (23) to fast before the Deity; (24) toworship the Lord with ordinary 
materials even when one can afford to offer Him more valuable articles; (25) to eat or drink anything that has not been offered 
to the Deity; (26) failure to offer to the Lord a fruit peculiar to the season before giving it to anyone else; (27) to offer some fruit 
or vegetable with its front part removed from it for being cooked as food for the use of the Deity; (28) to sit with one's back over 
against the Deity; (29) to salute anyone else before the Deity; (30) failure to greet one’s preceptor, enquire after his health and 
extol him; (31) to indulge in self-praise and (32) to revile any Deity whatsoever. 
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Spouse of Goddess Laksmi) manifested in three glorious forms (Brahma, Visnu and Siva), at 
dusk. May Lord Hrsikesa guard me in the first part of the night (and) Lord Padmanabha (who 
has a lotus spring from His navel), alone, during the second part (till midnight) as well as at 
midnight (during the third part). (21) May the Lord bearing the mark of Srivatsa (a white curl 
of hair representing the foot-print of the sage Bhrgu) on His chest, protect me in the latter 
(fourth) part of the night; Lord Janardana (who is supplicated by men), carrying a sword (in His 
hand), at the close (during the fifth part) of the night; Damodara (Lord Sri Krsna as bound at 
the waist with a string to a wooden mortar used for threshing paddy etc.), by mother Yasoda 
as a punishment for His childish pranks), at dawn and Lord Visweswara (the Ruler of the 
universe), manifested as the Time-Spirit (or Death), during both twilights (morning and 
evening). (22) 
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(Addressing SudarSana, a divine attendant of Lord Visnu, who when commanded by Him, 

assumes the form of a discus and is employed by Him in destroying His adversaries or the 
enemies of His devotees,) Revolving all round, (when) hurled by the Lordin the form ofa discus 
with a rim fierce as the fire raging at the time of universal dissolution, (pray,) completely burn, 
(O) completely burn (my) enemy's host at once, (even) as fire helped by the wind consumes 
(apile of) hay. (23) (Similarly addressing the Lord's mace, Kaumodakt in living form,) Beloved 
as You are of the invincible Lord (whose servant | am), and sending forth sparks whose 
impact is as deadly as that of a thunderbolt, O mace, (pray), thoroughly crush, (O) 
completely pound the Kusmandas (a class of imps), Vainayakas (a class of malevolent 
demigods who are living obstacles to all noble and benevolent undertakings), Yaksas (a 
species of ghosts), Raksasas (ogres), Bhutas (ghosts) and Grahas (a class of evil demons 
who seize upon children); and pulverize, (O) crumble to dust, (my) adversaries. (24) 
(Addressing the conch of Sri Krsna, named Pancajanya,) Blown by Sri Krsna and shaking 
the hearts of (my) foes with your terrific blast, O lord of conches, may You (be pleased to) 
drive away the Yatudhanas (ogres), Pramathas (a class of attendants of Lord Siva), evil 
spirits, Matrkas (female imps posing as mothers), goblins, Brahmaraksasas” (the ghosts of 
Brahmanas who in their lifetime carry away the wives of others and the property of a 
Brahmana) and other evil-eyed spirits. (25) Directed by the Lord, O sharp-edged Nandaka 
(the foremost of all swords), may you (be pleased to) cut down, O mow down, my enemies’ 
host. (Pray,) cover the eyes of (my) wicked foes, O shield with a hundred moon -like buttons! 
and blind the eyes of the evil-eyed. (26) 
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From whatever evil spirits, comets and even men, reptiles and other biting (carnivorous) 
animals, ghosts or even sins we have had fear, all these and whoever (else) have stood in 
the way of our welfare may go to complete destruction through the (mere) utterance of the 
(infallible) weapon of the Divine Name. (27-28) May the glorious and mighty Garuda, who 
is extolled through hymns (of the Samaveda, such as the Brhad and Rathantara), nay, who 
is Veda personified, and (even so) Viswaksena (one of the principal attendants of the Lord) 
protect me from all dangers with their (very) names. (29) May (all) the names and forms and 
weapons of Sri Hari, and whoever carries Him on his back, protect us from all adversities 
and may the foremost of His attendants guard our intellect, Indriyas (the senses of 
perception as well as the organs of action), mind and life (itself). (80) "Even as, really 
speaking, it is the Lord alone who constitutes whatever there is with form and without form, 
may all our troubles come to an endas a corollary to this truth (since this prayer too is inspired 
by the Lord and must therefore turn out to be an accomplished fact.) (31) (Nay,) even as the 
Lord, though undifferentiated in the eye of those who have realized their identity with Him, 
Himself acquires by (dint of) His own Maya (creative energy) potencies (of various kinds) 
as well as forms and names, jewels and weapons, may the same omniscient and all- 
pervading Lord Sri Hari protect us on the strength of this very fact by all His manifestations 
at every place and time. (32-33) (Finally) may Lord Narasimha (the divine Man-Lion) defend 
us in (all) the quarters as well as in the intervening corners, above and below and all round, 
inside as well as outside, dispelling the fear of (all) His people (devotees) by His roar and 
having eclipsed all luminaries by His own (all-absorbing) effulgence." (34) 
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O Indra, this prayer, imbued with the spirit of Lord Narayana (and affording protection 
even as an armour), has been (duly) taught to you. Protected by this, you will easily and 
completely conquer (all) the generals of the demon troops. (35) Anyone whom the man 
wearing (protected by) this armour may behold with his eyes or duly touch with his feet, is 
immediately and completely rid of (all) fear. (36) (And) no fear from a ruler, robbers, evil 
spirits and so on, nor from a tiger and other ferocious animals nor from any other quarter can 
ever seize the man who has his mind fixed on this sacred text (prayer). (37) Of yore, acertain 


Brahmana, who was a scion of the sage Kusika and had his mind fixed on this sacred text, 
cast off his body in a desert through concentration of mind accompained by retention of 


592 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 9 


RR Be Bee BeBe He Re Ree Re Be Re RR HE AE ee SSK ELSES ELSA HEH KLEE OK ASEH LEELA HEH Hee 


breath. (38) Surrounded by ladies, Citraratha, the chief of the Gandharvas once flew in his 
aerial car over the spot where the Brahmana had died and instantly fell down with his car, 
head downwards. Picking up the bones (of the deceased Brahmana) according to the advice 
of (the sages known as) the Valakhilyas (who apprised him of the wonderful efficacy of the 
Narayana-Kavaca and told him that it was impossible for him to proceed further unless and 
until the bones had been removed from there), he dropped them into the (holy) river Saraswati, 
which flew in an easterly direction (close by), bathed (in the sacred stream) and (then) returned 
to his own abode (the realm of the Gandharvas), amazed (over the incident). (39-40) 
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Sri Suka continued : (All) beings (men) bow to him who listens to this (prayer) at an 
opportune moment (when he is threatened with some danger) and who fixes his mind on it; 
nay, he is rid of all fear. (41) Having learnt this prayer from ViSwarupa, Indra (who performed 
a hundred sacrifices in his previous life, which entitled him to this rank) completely and 


decidedly conquered the demons in battle and enjoyed the sovereignty of (all) the three 
worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region). (42) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, entitled “The text of the Narayana-Kavaca taught" 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 

Indra slays Viswarupa; and routed by the demon Vrtra (the younger 

brother of ViSwartpa), the gods call on the sage Dadhici 

at the instance of the Lord 
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Sri Suka resumed : The said ViSwarupa had three heads (and the same number of 
mouths), O Pariksit (a descendant of Bharata), by one of which he drank the sap of the Soma 
plant (the common drink of the gods, usually offered in sacrifices), by another he drank 
spirituous liquor and by the third of which he ate food; so we have heard. (1) Indeed with 

(great) reverence he visibly and loudly proclaimed the oblations poured into the sacrificial 

fire as the share meant for the gods (zef=1, 444 and so on), since the gods were his 

fathers (his father, Twasta, being one of them), O king! (2) But he secretly offered a share 

(of the sacrificial oblations) to the demons (as well), as he (somehow) managed to convey 

the same to them even while pouring oblations into the sacred fire; for he had his sympathies 

with the Asuras because of the affection his mother (Racana) bore to them. (3) Coming to 
know of this behaviour on the part of ViswarUpa, which amounted to an offence (breach of 
faith) against the gods (whom he thus deprived of their rightful share) and a religious fraud, 
and afraid of him (lest he might bring about the destruction of the gods one day), Indra (the 
ruler of the gods) angrily cut off his heads with (great) expedition. (4) The head by which he 
drank Soma turned out to be the (bird) Kapifjala (the francolin); that by which he drank wine 
became the Kalavinka (the common sparrow) and that by which he ate food was converted 

into the partridge. (5) Indra accepted with joined palms the sin of having assassinated a 

Brahmana, even though he was powerful (enough to wardit off). (Remaining tainted with that 

sin fora year,) Indra divided it at the end of a year into four parts and assigned them (in equal- 

proportions) to the earth, water, trees and women with a view to self-purification in the eyes 
of (other) beings. (6) The earth accepted a quarter (of the sin) along with the boon (the explicit 
assurance in return) that a hollow dug into it would be filled (by itselfin due course). Abarren 
soil (which is prohibited for all sacred rites) is vividly seen on earth as an external sign of the 
sin of killing a Brahmana. (7) The trees assimilated another quarter along with the boon 

(clear understanding) that their chopped off parts would grow again (in due course by 

themselves). The sin of killing a Brahmana is clearly perceived in them in the form of gum 

(which should not, therefore, be eaten). (8) (Young) women took a third quarter of the sin 

with the boon of constant sexual urge (capacity for sexual union even during gestation). The 

sin is clearly perceived in them in the form of the menstrual discharge from month to month. 

(Hence a woman is regarded as untouchable-and unfit for sexual commerce during the 

period of menstruation). (9) Water absorbed the fourthe quarter of the impurity with the boon 

of an abundant supply of the material (from springs etc.). It is seen in the water in the form 
of bubbles and foam (which are therefore regarded as impure and unfit for consumption); 

anyone imbibing these imbibes the impurity*. (10) 
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Then Twasta whose son (ViSwardpa) had been slain (by Indra), poured oblations into 
the sacred fire (by way of retaliation) in order to procure a mortal enemy for Indra, with the 
(following) prayer: "O enemy of Indra, may you grow in power to an enormous degree and 
kill your mighty foe (Indra) without delay." (11) Now from (the sacred fire called) 


* This accounts for the practice, prevalent among the orthodox Hindus, of throwing away the bubbles from water before 
drinking it; and it is therefore that the use of aerated water etc., is prohibited in their eyes. 
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Anvaharyapacana (or Daksinagni) rose a demon of terrible aspect, who looked like Death 
appearing (in the form of Kalagnirudra) at the time of universal dissolution for the destruction 
of the worlds. (12) He rapidly grewto the extent of an arrow's throw on every side from day 
to day, presented the appearance of a burnt hill (by his colossal size and dark colour) and 
possessed the glow of a mass of evening clouds. (13) With a beard and moustaches and 
hair (too) red as heated copper and eyes as fierce as the midday sun he danced as if holding 
the vault of heaven on the end of his brilliant trident, gave a loud roar and shook the earth 
with (the stamp of) his feet. (14-15) Terribly afraid (of him), all created beings ran to and fro 
(in all directions) as they saw him respiring again and again with his extensive gaping mouth, 
containing fearful teeth and deep as a cavern, which seemed to imbibe the firmament, lick 
the stars with the tongue and devour (all) the three worlds. (16-17) 
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That (apparently) sinful and most ferocious demon was rightly named as Vrtra inasmuch 

as (all) these worlds were enveloped by that (gigantic mass of) darkness appearing in the 
form of Twasta's offspring. (18) Rushing against him with their troops, the generals of the 
gods assailed him, each with his hosts of celestial missiles and weapons; he (however) 
swallowed them all. (19) With their splendour eclipsed (his) nay, amazed and dejected (at 
their discomfiture), they all thereupon composed themselves and (mentally) approached 
Lord Narayana (the most ancient Person), dwelling in their very heart (with the following 
prayer). (20) 
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The gods prayed : May our safety follow from Him (the Supreme Person), of whom is 
afraid (even) the well-known Death (the Time-Spirit)—Death, to whom (the five elements, 
viz.,) ether, air, fire, water and earth, the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate 
region, including their inhabitants, the creation of the five elements), nay, Brahma and others 
(the rulers of these worlds) and we (gods, who owe our allegiance to these), all pay tribute 
(homage), trembling (with fear). (21) An ignoramus is he who resorts (for protection) to 
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anyone else than the aforesaid Lord—who is (ever) free from egotism, who is perfectly 
tranquil (free from likes and dislikes), who has all His desires fully satisfied by the (very) 
realization of His own (blissful) Self and who is (ever) uniform (unconditioned)—in that he 
desires to cross the ocean with the help of a dog's tail. (22) The same Lord in the form of the 
divine Fish—to whose colossal horn king Satyavrata (destined to be the seventh Manu) 
fastened his boat, which was no other than the earth, and duly got through the peril (in the 
form of the Deluge)—will surely protect even His dependants, against the danger from (the 
demon) Vrtra; which is (so) difficult to get rid of. (23) At the dawn of creation Brahma (all but) 
fell from the lotus (sprung from the navel of the Lord) on the water that had submerged 
everything during the period of universal dissolution and which had assumed a frightful 
aspect due to the roaring of its billows raised by the fierce winds. May the same Lord be our 
saviour, with whose help (by whose grace) the same Brahma—who was all by himself—got 
over that peril. (24) That (supreme) Lord, though (all) alone, evolved us (gods) by His own 
Maya (creative energy); and with His help (by His energy and guidance) we (are enabled 
to) create the universe already created by Him. Yet, regarding ourselves as independent 
rulers, we are unable to behold His form although He has been fully active even prior to us 
(as our inner Controller and Director and the actual Creator of the universe). (25) Though 
ever existent, yet manifesting Himself through (various) forms among the gods, Rsis (seers), 
human beings and lower animals by His own Maya (divine will), He protects us in every Yuga 
and (sometimes) even more than once in a Yuga, treating us as His own, when He finds 
us excessively tormented by enemies. (26) We all resort for protection solely to that Shining 
One, our object of adoration, and (final) Cause manifested in the form of the universe and 
yet transcending it, appearing (both) as matter and spirit, and affording protection to all. That 
Supreme Spirit will bring happiness to us, His devotees. (27) 
‘ aye 5a 
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Sri Suka continued : While the aforesaid gods were thus praying, O great king, the Lord 
appeared (first) in their hearts (in the quarter occupied by the Inner Controller), wielding His 
conch, discus and mace. (28) (Again,) they beheld Him (before them) being waited upon on 
all sides by (His) sixteen attendants—who were (exactly) similar to Him but without (the mark 
of) Srivatsa (the curl of hair on the breast, demarcating the foot print of the sage Bhrgu) and 
the Kaustubha gem (the two distinctive marks of the Lord)—and with eyes resembling a pair 
of full-blown autumnal lotuses. Overwhelmed with joy at His sight, they all fell prostrate (like 
logs) on the ground, O king, and (then) slowly rising, offered (their) praises (thus). (29-30) 
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The gods said : Hail to You, whose power (to confer heavenly bliss and other rewards) 
stands revealed in the form of sacrificial performances ! Hail to You even as the Time-Spirit 
(that limits the duration of those rewards)!! Hail to You, who have indeed (on many occasions 
in the past) hurled Your discus (to destroy the demons that obstruct the performance of 
sacrifices !!!) Hail to You who have (by virtue of such exploits and glories) acquired 
numberless blessed names !!! (31) No one born after creation, O Lord, is fit to know Your 
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highest essence (absolute nature), which lies beyond the three courses (of Sattva, Rajas 
and’ Tamas), You being their Controller. (32) 
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Obeisance be to You, denoted by (the mystical syllable) OM, O Lord Narayana (dwelling 
in water), O Vasudeva (the Abode of the universe), the most ancient Person, the supreme 
Person, possessed of infinite glory, supremely auspicious, supremely blessed, supremely 


merciful, One without a second, the Support of the universe, the undisputed Ruler of all the 
worlds, the universal Lord, the Spouse of Laksmi (the goddess of fortune)! Youare the same 
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as the realization of the Bliss inherent in the Self and revealed of itself in the region of the 
Self when the gate leading to it the shape of the mind is opened consequent on the door of 
ignorance being set aside through the practice of Devotion to the Lord (the religion of the 
Paramahamsas—ascetics of the highest order), which is awakened and realized by 
ascetics and recluses by means of supreme concentration of mind through meditation on 
the Self.(33) Devoid of (any) support, bodiless and transcendent as You are, You create, 
preserve and destroy this qualified universe by Your own Self, undergoing no transformation; 
and not expecting (any) co-operation from us (the deities presiding over the arm and other 
organs of action, the seats of strength etc.) ! The course of this pastime of Yours is really 
something difficult to understand. (34) Moreover, we do not actually know whether, entering 
(the various) bodies (which are products of the three Gunas). You (as a Jiva) helplessly reap 
the good and evil consequences of Your own actions, just as a Devadatta builds a house 
on his earth and experiences joy and sorrow there, or whether, revelling in Your Self and 
given to self-control and with an unruffled consciousness You remain (only) a witness. (35) 
Really speaking, the two alternatives are not incompatible in You, the almighty and absolute 
Lord, possessing countless varieties of excellences and unfathomable greatness, (nay,) 
transcending all phenomena (which are the products of Maya) and (therefore) beyond the 
range of controversies of theorists holding perverse views due to their mind being 
bewildered by (so-called) scriptures full of doubts, enquiries, hypotheses, specious argu- 
ments and sophisms not even touching the fringe of truth. In fact, what predicate is there 
which cannot be conveniently applied to You, who stand placing by Your side (as Your 
handmaid) Your own Maya (which is capable of bringing even the impossible into the region 
of possibility), while both (the aforesaid) alternatives are absent in Your (absolute) 
essence.(36) Just as a piece of rope assumes the shape of a serpent and so on in the eye 
of those who are prepossessed by the idea of snake and the like, so You appear in Your true 
perspective (as Brahma, that is Truth, Consciousness and Bliss combined) to those 
endowed with a balanced (correct) judgment, and what You are not to those of a deluded 
understanding. Again, You are the only truth in all phenomena, the universal Lord, the cause 
of causes (viz., Mahat-tattva etc.), of the entire universe. Your presence is clearly indicated 
by the illuminating power of the intellect, senses and so on (which are products of matter and 
therefore unable to shed any light except when inspired by You), since You are the Inner 
Controller of all the Jivas; (nay,) You are the only entity left over (when everything else has 
been negated by the Sruti as ‘not this’, ‘not this' and so on). (37-38) Under such circum- 
stances, then, O Slayer of Madhu, how can these saintly and supreme votaries of Yours— 
who are exclusively devoted to You and look upon You alone as their beloved friend, nay, 
who are adept in achieving their (highest) object—even think of actually giving up the 
constant service of your lotus-feet, on clinging to which further revolution in the whirlpool of 
transmigration ceases. For, due to the never-ceasing (stream of) joy flowing copiously into 
their mind from a (mere) drop of the sweet ocean of Your nectar-like glory, tasted (but) once, 
they are made to forget the small bits of seeming delights of sense, whether (actually) enjoyed 
or heard of (as enjoyed in heaven), their mind finding incessant and excessive delight in (You,) 
the almighty Lord, the Soul of the universe and (therefore) the beloved friend of all living 
beings. (39) O Soul and Abode of (all) the three worlds, O Lord who wield Your power over 
the three worlds and whose glory captivates the mind of (the inhabitants of) the three worlds, 
O Guide of the three worlds ! (to say nothing of gods, Rsis and other beings,) even the Daityas 
(the sons of Diti) and Danavas (the sons of Danu) are Your own glorious manifestations. (Yet,) 
considering that this is not an (opportune) time for their (nefarious) activities (which are called 
for only at the time of universal destruction), You have (in the past), O Wielder of the rod of 
punishment, meted out punishment (to them) according to (the degree of gravity of) their 
offence, manifesting Yourself through Your own Maya (will-power) in the form of gods (é.g., 
that of Vamana), human being (such as Sri Rama and Balarama), beasts (such as the divine 
Boar), half men and half beasts (such as Nrsimha and Hayagriva) and aquatic creatures 
(such as the divine Fish and Tortoise). In the same way, O Lord! (pray,) get rid of the yonder 
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Vrtra (son of Twasta) too, if You deem fit. (40) (Nay,) be pleased, O sinless one, to cure the 
fever within our heart by your (kind) glances, accompanied with a gracious, artless and 
charming and refreshing smile, as well as by drops of nectar, in the form of sweet and polite 
words, cozing from Your mouth, since we, who were (already) Yours, have (now) been 
accepted (by You) as Your own by revealing Your form (before us), and are bent low before 
You, O divine father, nay, grandfather, our heart being bound by the chain of love to Your 
lotus-feet through contemplation on them. (41) Now, as a matter of fact, O Lord, there is no 
particular purpose to be made known by us to You here any more than sparks, etc., (which 
depend for their very existence on fire) can bring illumination to fire (their cause), since You 
divert Yourself with Your divine Maya (creative will)—that is instrumental as it were in 
evolving, maintaining and destroying the whole universe—and dwell within the heart of all 
the multitudes of living beings as Brahma and as their Inner Controllerand outside as Prakrti 
(primordial matter). As their material cause and revealer it is You that directly know all the 
Jivas with (due) regard to the peculiarities of their place, time, body and condition. (Nay, ) 
You are the witness of the (course of) thought of all, taintless by nature as the sky, the 
unconditioned transcendent Reality and the embodiment of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and 
Tamas. (42) Therefore, (omniscient as You are,) pray, accomplish Yourself (without 
awaiting our submission) that object of ours, the hankering for which has prompted us to 
seek the shade of Your lotus-feet, the (only) means of relieving the toil of transmigration, 
caused by manifold sins, You being the almighty Lord and supreme Teacher. (43) Hence, 
O Master, do away with the demon Vrtra (son of Twasta), who is devouring (all) the three 
worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region) and by whom, O Enchanter of all, our 
glory, missiles and weapons (too) have (already) been swallowed up. (44) Hail to You, the 
stainless Sri Hari (the Reliever of agonies), of delightful renown, having Your abode in the 
cavity of the heart, and without beginning, the Witness (even of the mind, intellect and so 
on), the embodiment of Bliss*, the wealth of the righteous and the universally approved 
avenue leading the traveller (drudging) on the path of metempsychosis to his home at the 
end (of his journey on that path). (45) 
SY SAA 
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Sri Suka went on : Thus extolled, O king (Pariksit) with (great) reverence by the gods 
(who pass through only three stages in life, viz., childhood, adolescence and full manhood, 
and never grow old), Sri Hari was highly gratified to hear the prayer offered to Him and 
addressed them (in the following words). (46) 
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* The word 'Krsna' has been etymologically explained as follows in an old couplet given below -— 
piafara: wel us Pafsarss: | cated i ae en scafaeiaa 


The root ‘Krs' implies ‘absolute existence’, while the syllable ‘na’ signifies bliss or beatitude. The supreme Reality, which 
is a combination of these (viz., absolute existence and bliss), is thus spoken of as Krsna. 
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The Lord said : | am pleased, O jewels among the gods, with the sacred text by which 
you have offered prayer to Me and by (repeating and revolving) which consciousness of the 
transcendent nature of the soul as well as devotion to Me will be awakened in (the mind of) 
men. (47) What is there which cannot be easily attained when | am pleased, O great gods ! 
Yet, he, who knows the truth and is solely devoted to Me does not seek anything else than 
Myself. (48) The fool who looks upon the material objects (which are products of the three 
Gunas) as real is not alive to his highest good. (And) if anyone bestows those objcets on the 
individual seeking them, such a one is of the same description (no better than a fool). (49) 
Indeed he who is himself conscious of the highest good (final beatitude) would never tell 
(show) an ignorant person the path of action (worldly activity). Surely a good doctor would 
never give unwholesome food to an ailing man longing for it. (50) Indra, may all be well with 
you; seek ye Dadhyan (more popularly known as Dadhica or Dadhici),the noblest of seers, 
and beg of him without delay (the gift of) his body, which has grown (exceptionally) strong 
through the repetition of Mantras (prayers such as the holy Narayana-Kavaca), religious 
observances and asceticism. (51) Having actually realized (his identity with) Brahma (the 
Absolute), free from (every) tinge (of Maya), he imparted that knowledge to the two 
Aswinikumaras (who are twin brothers-and are the physicians of the gods)—the knowledge 
which is named Aswasira* (because it was imparted by the sage with the head of a horse) 
and which contributed to the immortality (liberation during their very life-time) of the 
aforesaid gods. Dadhici, the son of the sage Atharva, (again) taught to the god Twasta the 
prayer (serving as a protective cover and therefore known as the Narayana-Kavaca), full of 
My essence and incapable of being superseded (by any other Mantra or prayer), which 
Twasta (in his turn) taught to (his son) Viswaripa and which you have received from 
Viswarupa. (52-53) Solicited (by you), the sage (who knows the essence of virtue) will part 
with in your favour and (particularly) in favour of (his disciples,) the two ASwinikumaras (your 
physicians) his (own) limbs. Then out of (the bones of) those limbs will be produced a 
thunderbolt (the best of weapons), forget by Viswakarma (the artisan of the gods), by means 
of which and (further) strengthened with My power, (O Indra) you will be able to sever the 
head of Vrtra. (54) When he is slain, you will regain your (past) glory, missiles, weapons and 
riches, and everything will be well with you; for enemies can never destroy those who are 
devoted to Me. (55) 


* Having come to know that the sage Dadhici was well-versed in Brahmavidya (the knowledge relating to the Supreme 
Spirit), the two ASwinikuméaras once approached him and sought from him the knowledge of Brahma. The sage, who was then 
engaged in some religious rite, politely dismissed them assuring them that he would impart that knowledge to them on some 
other occasion. No sooner had they left than Indra (the chief of the gods) called on the sage and asked him not to teach 
Brahmavidya to the Aswinikumaras, who were physicians and as such hardly qualified to receive it, and threatened to behead 
the sage in case he insisted on imparting the said knowledge to them. When the Aswinikumaras approached the sage again 
and learnt from him of Indra’s threat, they offered to cut off the sage's head even before and replace it with the head of a horse, 
and requested him to teach Brahmavidya by the horse's head, so that if Indra actually came and severed the sage's head in 
the course of the latter's discourse they would easily restore his original head. The sage, who prized his word more than his 
head, readily agreed and allowed himself to be beheaded by the heavenly physicians and taught them Brahmavidya by the 
horse's head. 
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Thus ends the ninth discourse, in Book Six of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse X 


An account of the conflict between Indra and Vrtra 
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Sri Suka began again : Having thus fully instructed Indra, Lord Sri Hari, the Protector 
of the universe, disappeared on that very spot, while the gods (who are noted for their 
unwinking eyes) kept looking on. (1) Solicited by the gods in the aforesaid manner (as 
instructed by the Lord), and (greatly) rejoicing, the magnanimous sage Dadhici (the son of 
Atharva) replied as follows, as though jesting, O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata) :— (2) "O gods, 
have you no idea of the pain thatis actually caused to embodied beings at the time of death— 
a pain so hard to bear that it robs them (even) of their consciousness ? (3) The body is the 


dearest object in this life, (particularly) sought after by living beings that are eager to survive. 
Who would have the courage to part with it even for Lord Visnu, should He ask for it ?" (4) 


eal Hy: 
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The gods replied : Now what is that which is difficult to part with, O (holy) Brahmana, 
for magnanimous souls like you, who are compassionate to (all) living beings and whose 
(noble) deeds are extolled (even) by men of sacred renown? (5) Surely selfish people do not 
realize the difficulty of the donor; if they knowit, they would not ask a gift (of him). Anda donor 
(too) would not say "No", when capable of granting their request. (6) 
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The sage (Dadhici) said : | replied to you (as | have done) only because | wished to 
hear from you about Dharma (righteousness), Here do | cast off this body, which is (so) dear 
to you (coveted by you) and which is sure to leave me (one day). (7) The man who fails to 


earn by means of his transient body, O lords, neither religious merit nor fame through 
kindness to living beings deserves to be pitied even by immobile creatures (trees, plants and 
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so on, that exist for others). (8) The everlasting virtue practised by men of sacred renown 
consists merely in this that a man himself grieves and rejoices in sympathy with the grief and 
joy of his fellow-beings. (9) Oh, whata pity, Oh, how painful itis that a mortal should not serve 
others with his wealth, sons and other kinsmen and body, which besides being transitory (by 
nature), are not only of no use to him but (really) belong to others. (10) 
HYG TavI 
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Sri Suka continued : Having thus made up his mind and merging his (individual) self in 

the Lord, the Supreme Reality, the sage Dadhici, the son of Atharva, dropped his body. (11) 
Having controlled his senses, vital airs,mind and intellect, his eyes fixed on the (absolute) 
Truth and (all) fetters (in the form of virtue and sin) broken, he established himself in 
supreme Yoga (perfect identity with Brahma), so that he did not know when the body 
(actually) fell. (12) 
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Now, taking up the thunderbolt, forged by Viswakarma (the heavenly artisan) out of the 
bones of the sage Dadhici, and endowed with the Lord's energy, Indra felt very strong. (13) 
Surrounded by all the hosts of gods, he was being extolled by crowds of sages and shone 
on (the back of) Airavata (the king of the elephants), as though delighting (all) the three 
worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region). (14) In order to cut down Vrtra, who was 
surrounded by generals of demon cohorts, he assailed the demon with (great) impetuosity 
and full of wrath, O Pariksit, even as Rudra (the god presiding over destruction) rushes 
against Death (at the time of universal destruction). (15) Thereupon ensued a most fierce 
conflict of the gods with the demons on the bank of the (holy) Narmada (river) at the 
beginning of Treta during the very first round of the four Yugas (of the current Manvantara, 
the Vaivaswata Manvantara). (16) The demons headed by Vrtra, O king (Pariksit), could not 
bear to see Sakra (Indra), the king of the gods, armed with the thunderbolt and resplendent 


in his native glory on the field of battle and accompanied by the Rudras (the gods presiding 
over destruction), the Vasus, the Adityas (the sons of Aditi), the two ASwinikumaras (the 
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celestial physicians), the manes, the gods of fire, the Maruts (the wind-gods), the Rbhus, the 
Sadhyas and the ViSwedevas. (17-18) Namuci, Sambara, Anarva, Dwimirdha (who hada 
pair of heads), Rsabha, Ambara, Hayagriva (so-called because he was endowed with a 
horse's head), Sankusira (lit., spear-headed), Vipracitti, Ayomukha (who was endowed with 
a snout of iron), Puloma, Vrsaparva, Praheti, Heti and Utkala, and (other) Daityas (sons of 
Diti) and Danavas (sons of Danu), Yaksas and Raksasas (ogres)—led by Sumali and Mali— 
who numbered several thousand and were adorned with gold ornaments resisted and 
harassed the vanguard of Indra’s army, which was difficult to approach even for Death. With 
a lion's roar the furious demons, who were not the least agitated, (virtually) covered the 
generals of the celestial army on all sides with showers of maces, iron bludgeons, arrows, 

barbed darts, Mudgaras (a kind of hammer-like weapon), lances, pikes, axes, swords, 
Sataghnis* (a cylindrical piece of wood four cubits long and studded with iron spikes), 
Bhusundis (another similar weapon with iron spikes one exceeding the other in length) and 
other weapons and missiles. (19—23) Completely screened all round with volleys of arrows, 
each of which got stuck into the shaft of another, they (the celestial generals) could not be 
seen like luminaries hidden by clouds in the sky. (24) Torn in thousands of pieces (even) in 
the air by the gods, who were skilled archers, those volleys of missiles and weapons surely 
did not reach (touch) the celestial troops at all. (25) Their stock of missiles and weapons 
being depleted, they now showered mountainpeaks, trees and stones on the celestial host 
and the gods split them as before. (26) 
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Finding the aforesaid warriors of Indra secure and unhurt by their volleys of weapons 
and missiles and unscathed even by the trees, stones and peaks of mountains of every 
description (hurled by them), the demons led by Vrtra were filled with dismay. (27) All the 


efforts repeatedly made by the demons (the sons of Diti) against the gods, to whom the all- 
blissful Lord was favourably disposed, proved entirely infructuous even as the maledictory 


* Sridhara Swami in his well-known commentary on Srimad Bhagavata quotes the following couplet from a lexicon in 
order to show that a Sataghni and a Bhusundi are almost similar in appearance:-— 
Vee S aaa HiRes | WUE] Baa RCT II 
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and harsh words employed by the vile against exalted souls fail to provoke them. (28) 
Finding their efforts fruitless, the aforesaid demons, who cherished no devotion to Sri Hari 
and had their pride crushed in battle, nay, who had been robbed of their energy (by their 
enemies), resorted to (the expedient of) fleeing away (from the battle-field) deserting their 
leader (Vrtra) in the very initial stages of the conflict. (29) Seeing those Asuras—who had 
(till then) followed his lead—fleeing away, and (further) observing his ranks (too) broken and 
run away through intense fear, the valiant and self-possessed Vrtra heartily laughed and 
spoke as follows. (30) That heroic personage made the following speech, which was not only 
appropriate to the occasion but thrilling to the brave—"Hullo Vipraciti, Namuci, Puloma, 
Maya, Anarva and Sambara, (just) listen to me. (31) This death (whichis so abhorrentto you) 
is sure to befall everyone that is born, wherever one may be; and no means (whatsoever) 
of avoiding it in this world (of matter) has been devised (by the creator). If, therefore, (an 
abode in) heaven (hereafter) and fame (in this world) could be had from it, who as a matter 
of fact would not actually court such a desirable death ? (32) The following two modes of 
death are approved of in the scriptures and do not easily fall to one's lot. viz., (i) that he who 
is devoted to the practice of Yoga should, after controlling his vital airs and senses, cast off 
his body through deep concentration of mind on Brahma (the Absolute) and (ii) that, placed 
in the forefront of a battle, a man should give up the ghost on the battle-field, taking care not 
to turn his back on the enemy." (33) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse entitled “An account of the conflict between Indra (the 
chief of the gods) and the demon Vrtra," in Book Six of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Vrtra's teaching to Indra 
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Sri Suka went on : Frantic with fear and robbed of (all) good sense, and intent on flight, 
the demons paid no heed at all to the advice of their chief, who was thus preaching virtue to 
them, O king (Pariksit) ! (1) Roused to indignation and enraged to see the demon host being 
shattered and putto flight—as though it were masterless—by the gods (who pass through only 
three stages in life, viz., childhood, adolescence and full manhood and never grow old, and) 
to whom time (fortune) appeared propitious, Vrtra (the enemy of Indra), the foremost of the 
demons, felt agonized (at heart). Warding the gods off by his (own) might, O Pariksit, and 
scolding them, he actually addressed the following words to them:—(2-3) "What will be gained 
by you through these fugitives—who are no better than the excreta of their mother—being 
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struck from behind ? Indeed the slaughter of the terror-stricken is neither praiseworthy nor 
conducive to heavenly enjoyment for those who account themselves as brave. (4) If you are 
keen about fighting or if there is courage in your heart, O vile creatures, and (again) if there 
is no craving (in your heart) for sensuous enjoyments, stand but fora moment before me". (5) 
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Thus threatening the host of gods, his enemies, by his (words as well as by his gigantic) 
figure, and full of rage, Vrtra, who was possessed of vast strength, roared in such a way that 
people fainted (to hear the sound). (6) Rendered unconscious by that (terrible) yell of Vrtra, all 
the gods actually dropped on the ground just as they would when struck with lightning. (7) Taking 
up his spear and shaking the earth by his strength, Vrira (whose ardent passion for the pastime 
of warfare could not be easily repressed) trod down under his feet the troops of the gods—(that 
were) lying unconscious with their eyes closed—even as a lordly elephant would trample down 
in its mad fury a bed of lotuses. (8) Indra (the wielder of the thunderbolt) was seized with great 
indignation to see him and hurled a huge mace at his enemy, who was (now) rushing towards 
him. The demon (however) sportfully caught that most formidable weapon with his lefthand even 
as itapproached him. (9) Roaring in fury, the said enemy of Indra, who was possessed of terrible 
prowess, struck on the head with that mace the elephant (Airavata) that bore the mighty Indra 
on its back. All those present on the battle-field admired this feat of his, O Pariksit ! (10) Smitten 
with the mace hurled by Vrtra even like a mountain struct with lightning and much afflicted, 
Airavata along with Indra (mounted on its back) retreated to a distance of twenty-eight cubits, 
reeling and vomiting blood, its mouth broken. (11) That noble soul (Vrtra) did not aim the mace 
for a second time at Indra, who felt dejected in mind and whose elephant was stunned (with the 
blow). (Meanwhile,) O king of kings, Indra, whose wounded elephant was rid of its pain by the 
(very) touch of his hand, that shed drops of nectar, stood (once more) before Vrtra. (12) Seeing 
the aforesaid Indra (his own enemy and) the slayer of his (elder) brother (ViSwarupa), standing 
(before him) armed with the thunderbolt and seeking a (single) combat with him, O king of kings, 
Vrtra was filled with grief and infatuation as he recollected that cruel and sinful deed of his 


adversary, and spoke laughing (as follows) : (13) 
FA sara 
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Vrtra said : Luckily enough (for me) you, who slew a Brahmana, your (own) preceptor and 
my brother (all in the person of Viswaripa), have firmly stood before me as my adversary. How 
glad am | that through you, O most wicked one, when your stone-like heart has been pierced 
through before long by my trident, | shall have discharged my debt (to my brother) today. (14) 
You ruthlessly lopped off with a sword the heads of my innocent brother—who besides being 
a Brahmana and your preceptor, had realized the Self and reposing (full) confidence in you, was 
(duly) engaged in a sacrifice (on your behalf), (even) as one aspiring to (an abode in) heaven 
would sever the head of an animal to be sacrificed. (15) When your body has been torn asunder 
by my trident, vultures will feast (before long) on you—forsaken as you are by shame, grace, 
compassion and glory and fit to be censured (even) by Raksasas (who devour human beings) 
because of your sinful deeds—since you will get no fire (to burn you). (16) Nay, | shall indeed 
propitiate the god Bhairava and others (the leaders of ghosts) with their retinue through (the 
blood of) those other foolish gods who, following (the lead of) your cruel self, have raised their 
missiles to strike me on this field of battle and whose neck will be (presently) pierced through with 
my sharpened trident. (17) If, on the other hand, O valiant Indra, you actually succeed in crushing 
my army and severing my (own) head with your thunderbolt in this encounter, | shall in that case 
offer my body as a (propitiatory) oblation to birds and beasts (such as vultures and jackals) and 
(thus) freed from all debts (of Karma), attain to the dust of feet (destiny or abode) of enlightened 
souls (Narada and others). (18) O ruler of gods, wherefore do you not hurl your unfailing 
thunderbolt at me, your enemy, stationed before you? (Pray) do not entertain any misgiving (in 
your mind). (Rest assured that) the thunderbolt will not prove ineffectual as your mace or as an 
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entreaty seeking its fulfilment from a miser. (19) Surely this thunderbolt of yours, O Indra, has 
been whetted by the energy of SriHarias well as by the asceticism of the sage Dadhici. Prompted 
by Lord Visnu, get rid of your enemy (myself) with the selfsame weapon; (for) victory, fortune and 
virtues lean to that side alone on which stands Sri Hari. (20) Concentrating my mind on the lotus- 
feet of Lord Sankarsana (even) as He has instructed me, and with the cords of attachmentto the 
pleasures of sense cut asunder by the force of your thunderbolt, and having (thus) cast off the 
body, | shall attain to the destiny of a sage given to contemplation. (21) The Lord does not of 
course bestow on His own people, exclusively devoted to Him, the riches that are available in 
heaven (the higher worlds), on earth or in the subterranean regions, and from which follow (as 
a matter of course) hatred, fear, mental anguish, arrogance, discord, suffering and toil. (22) Our 
Master (on the other hand), O Indra, frustrates the efforts of His servant for the attainment of the 
three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, worldly riches and sensuous enjoyment). 
From such frustration is to be inferred the grace of the Lord, which is the lot of (only) those who 
have nothing (to call their own) and is difficult to attain for others. (23) 
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(Turning mentally towards the Lord,) May |, O Hari, be born again (after death) as a 
servant of those devotees who have solely taken refuge in Your (lotus) feet. Let my mind 
ponder and tongue celebrate the excellences of the Lord of my life (Yourself) and let my body 
do Your service (alone). (24) O Storehouse of all blessedness and grace ! without You | 
crave neither the abode of Dhruva (which is placed above Indra's paradise) nor even the 
realm of Brahma (the highest heaven) nor the sovereignty of the entire globe nor the lordship 
of the subterranean regions nor the (superhuman) powers (Anima and so on) attained 
through Yoga nor Liberation (freedom from rebirth). (25) Even as unfledged birds (left behind 
in their nest) are eager to see the mother bird, young calves tormented with hunger (and kept 
away from the mother cow) seek the milk (of its udders) and a beioved wife, depressed in 
spirits (due to desolation) longs to see her beloved husband, absent from home, my mind, 
O lotus-eyed one, is keen to behold You. (26) Let there be my friendship with the devotees 
of the Lord of excellent renown, revolving as | do in the whirligig of transmigration due to 


my own deeds. And let him whose mind is attached through Your Maya (deluding potency), 
to his body, offspring, wife and home, O Lord, have no friendship with me. (27) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse entitled "Vrtra's teaching to Indra," 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The sage (Sri Suka) resumed : Thus desiring, O king (Pariksit), to drop his body on the field 
of battle and accounting death preferable to victory, Vrtra seized his trident and rushed at Indra 
(the ruler of the gods) even as the demon Kaitabha attacked Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person) 
on (the) water (that flooded the entire universe during the final dissolution). (1) Then whirling his 
trident, whose prongs were formidable like the flames of the fire that breaks out at the time of 
universal destruction, and hurling it with great force at the mighty Indra (the lord of paradise), 
the valiant Vrtra (the chief of the demons) roared and angrily exclaimed: " Youare killed, O wicked 


one !" (2) Not (at all) perturbed to see the trident—dazzling as a planet ora meteor—darting 
through the air with a whirling motion, Indra (the wielder of the thunderbolt) cut it down, as well 
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as his arm, roundand thick as the body of Vasuki (the king of serpents) with his thunderbolt, which 
hada hundredjoints. (3) With one of his arms (thus) lopped off, and full of rage, (the demon) Vrtra 
approached Indra, who still held his thunderbolt, and smote him as well as Airavata (the celestial 
elephant) in the jaws with his iron club and (lo !) the thunderbolt dropped down from Indra's 
hand.(4) (Both) the gods and the demons as well as the hosts of Caranas (celestial bards) and 
Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystical powers from their very birth) admired that 
most marvellous feat of Vrtra and (at the same time) cried again and again ‘Alack ! Alack !!' to 
see the critical plight of Indra (who is invoked by many). (5) Much ashamed (at his discomfiture), 
Indra did not pick up again in the presence of his foe the thunderbolt slipped from his hand. To 
him Vrtra (now) said, "Taking up your thunderbolt (once more), O Indra, kill your enemy (in my 
person); this is not the time for despondency. (6) Nowhere does victory invariably woo the 
bellicose armed with weapons, but only on particular occasions, since they are all subjectto their 
destiny except the Lord (the eternal Person), the all-knowing Cause, the one Controller of 
creation, preservation and dissolution (of the universe). (7) That Lord alone (in the form of Time, 
the propeller of all) is responsible for (their) victory and defeat; for it is subject to His control that 
(all) these worlds along with their guardian deities (Brahma and others) helplessly carry on their 
activity like birds caught in a net. (8) Not recognizing the Lord (Time) as the (real) Cause in the 
shape of the potency of the Indriyas (the senses of perception as well as the organs of action), 
the power of the mind and bodily strength, life, immortality (final beatitude) and death as well, man 
looks upon the gross body as the cause (of victory etc.). (9) Just as a wooden puppet or even 
as a mechanical toy-deer is subject to the control of the showman or the individual winding up 
the toy, likewise know (all) living beings, O Indra, as subject to the control of God. (1 0) Without 
His help (inspiration) the Jiva (individual soul), Prakrti (primordial matter), Mahat-tattva (the 
principle of cosmic intelligence), the ego, the five elements, the (ten) Indriyas and the mind fail 
to create, maintain and dissolve the universe. (11) He who is ignorant of this (fact) regards 
his own incapable (dependent) self as capable (of doing everything independently). (Really 
speaking, ) itis He who evolves beings through other beings (their parents) and devours them 
Himself through (carnivorous) beings (such as a tiger). (12) Whatever blessings in the form of 
(long) life, affluence, fame and power are coveted by a man are obtained by him at the time 
appointed for the same as surely as their contraries (in the shape of death, poverty, infamy and 
so on), even though he may be unwilling to have them. (13) Therefore, one should remain 
balanced in joy and sorrow (severally) proceeding from fame and disrepute, victory and defeat 
and even so from life and death. (14) Sattva, Rajas and Tamas are the (three) modes of Prakrti 
(Matter) but not the attributes of the Self. He who recognizes the Self to be a (mere) witness of 
these is not bound (by them). (15) Look atme, O Indra, exerting to the best of my power with intent 
to take your life, though (already) vanquished in battle and having my weapon (trident) and arm 
cut down (by you). (16) This warfare is (after all nothing but) a game of chance, in which life (itself) 
is staked, arrows are thrown as dice and the animals etc., carrying the warriors are the gaming- 
boards. It is never known here (till the last) whose lot is victory and whose, defeat." (17) 
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Sri Suka continued : On hearing the guileless speech of Vrtra, Indra welcomed it. 
Picking up his thunderbolt and feeling no wonder (at his foe's extraordinary presence of mind 
and charitable disposition), he laughed heartily and replied to him (as follows). (18) 
Sx SAF 
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Indra said : Oh, you have (really) achieved your object, O demon (chief), blessed as you 
are with such a (catholic, discerning, resolute and devout) mind (even at this critical moment), 
and devoted with all your being to the Lord (the Ruler of the universe), your (very) Selfand (true) 

Friend ! (19)°You have actually reached the end of the (insurmountable) Maya of Lord Visnu— 

which deludes people—in that, having shed the demoniac disposition, you have attained to 

the level of an exalted soul. (20) It is really a great wonder that, though Rajasika by 
temperament, you have conceived such an unflinching devotion to Lord Vasudeva, who is 

Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas) personified ! (21) What use can he have for the 

shallow ditch-water (in the shape of heavenly and other trivial enjoyments) who sports in an 

ocean of nectar, blessed as he is with devotion to the almighty Sri Hari, the Bestower of final 
beatitude? (22) “ 
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Sti Suka went on : Thus talking to each other with a view to ascertaining (the true nature of) 
Dharma (righteousness), Indra (the chief of the gods) and the demon Vrtra, who were both 
endowed with extraordinary prowess and were (great) leaders of warriors, fought on. (23) Whirling 
his terrible bludgeon made of black (wrought) iron with his left hand, Vrtra, the chastiser of his 
foes, hurled it at Indra, O noble Pariksit ! (24) That (mighty) god (Indra), however, synchronously 
cut down with his thunderbolt—which had a hundred joints—the bludgeon as well as the hand 
of Vrtra that resembled the trunk of an elephant. (25) With both (his) arms cut asunder at the very 
root, and streaming blood ( form the shoulders), the demon (Vrtra) shone like a mountain struck 
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by Indra (with his thunderbolt) and dropped from the air with both its wings chopped off. (26) The 
demon, who was possessed of inordinate strength and extraordinary prowess and whose 
gigantic form was exceedingly tall, (now) stretched his lower jaw to the ground and extended the 
upper one to heaven; as though devouring (all) the three worlds (heaven, earth and the 
intervening space) with his mouth, deep as the sky, tongue fearful as the serpent's and teeth 
fierce as Death, nay, shaking mountains with (great) violence and pounding the earth under his 
feet like a huge mountain walking about, he went up to Indra (who was armed with his 
thunderbolt) and swallowed him with Airavata (that carried him on its back) even as a python 
would swallow an elephant. Seeing him devoured by Vrtra, the gods along with the lords of 
creation (Brahma and others) and eminent sages were seized with despair and exclaimed, "Ah, 
what a pity !" (27—30) Though swallowed by Vrtra (the chief of the demons), and reaching his 
stomach, Indra did not die, protected as he was by Lord Narayana (the Supreme Person in the 
form of the armour-like Narayana-Kavaca) as well as by mystical powers and the powers of 
conjuration. (31) Ripping up his belly with his thunderbolt, and coming out (in this way), the 
powerful Indra (the slayer of the demon Bala) with (great) vigour lopped off the enemy's head 
like the top of a mountain. (32) Though revolving with a quick speed, and cutting on all sides, the 
thunderbolt (of Indra) felled the neck of Vrira in as many (three hundred and sixty) days as are 
taken by the northward and southward marches of (the sun and other) heavenly bodies, at the 
time appointed for the death of the demon. (33) At that time drums sounded with a loud noise 
and the Gandharvas and Siddhas along with hosts of eminent sages joyously showered flowers 
on him, glorifying him with sacred hymns celebrating the prowess of the slayer of Vrtra.(34) 
Issuing forth from the body of Vrtra in the form of an effulgence, O Pariksit (a chastiser of foes), 
the soul of Vrtra entered and merged into the Lord (who is beyond all the material worlds, while 
all the people (present there) looked on (with wonder). (35) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled “Vrtra slain," in Book Six of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Vrtra having (thus) been slain, (all) the three worlds with their 
guardian deities, excepting, of course, Indra, O munificent Pariksit, were immediately rid of 
anxiety and felt gratified at heart. (1) The gods and sages, manes and spirits, the demons 
and the attendants of the gods (Gandharvas and others) returned to their (respective) 
realms of their own accord without taking leave of (Indra) and then Brahma (the creator), 
Siva, Indra and other (great) gods (too) dispersed. (2) 
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The king (Pariksit) said : | long to hear (from you). O (holy) sage, the cause of Indra's 
unhappiness. Why should there be agony to Indra (the chief of the gods) from something 
as a result of which the (other) gods felt gratified ? (3) 
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Sri Suka replied : Frightened with the prowess of the demon Vrtra all the gods along 
with the sages implored Indra to slay him. He, however, did not feel inclined to do so, afraid 
as he was of killing a Brahmana. (4) 
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Indra said : The sin caused by the slaughter of Viswartpa has (since) been graciously 
shared by women, the earth, water and the trees. (But) how shall | (be able to) atone for (the 
sin proceeding from) the slaughter of Vrtra? (5) 
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Sri Suka continued : On hearing this the sages replied to the mighty Indra as follows:— 
"We shall get you to propitiate the Lord by means of a horse-sacrifice and all will be well with 
you. (Pray) too not be afraid. (6) Having worshipped Lord Narayana, the Supreme Spirit, the 
Inner Controller and Ruler of the universe, through a horse-sacrifice you will be absolved even 
of the sin proceeding from the extermination of the (whole) world. (7) Through the (very) 
utterance of His Name the murderer of a Brahmana, the slaughterer of a cow, the slayer of 
one's father, mother or preceptor and any other sinner, (nay,) one who eats the flesh of a dog 
and even aman of sinful birth are purified (at once). (8) Propitiating Him with reverence through 
the great sacrifice, Aswamedha, which will be performed by us, you will not be touched by sin 
even after killing the (entire) mobile and immobile creation including the Brahmana race, much 
less by the sin that may follow from the subjugation of an evil-doer (like Vrtra)." (9) 
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Sri Suka went on : Thus urged by the Brahmanas, Indra killed Vrtra (his enemy). On 
his being (thus) slain, the sin of having killed a Brahmana came upon Indra. (10) Due to 
(the consciousness of) that sin Indra suffered (untold) agony and no peace of mind 
returned to him (even for a moment ). Even (fortitude and other) virtues fail to bring relief 
to him who, while endowed with a sense of shame, has incurred obloquy. (11) He saw the 
aforesaid sin running after him in human form, resembling that of a pariah woman suffering 
from consumption, clad in blood-stained clothes, her limbs trembling due to old age, and 
throwing about her grey hair, crying "Stop ! Stop !!" and befouling (the air of) the road with 
her breaths stinking like (rotten) fish. (12-13) Indra (who is possessed of a thousand eyes 
located all over his body), O Pariksit (a ruler of the people), ranged through the sky and 
(then) in all directions and, (finally) betaking himself to the north-east, O king, quickly entered 
the Manasa lake. (14) Pondering within (himself) the means of absolution from the sin of 
having slain a Brahmana and getting no subsistence, because he remained under water 
and had the god of fire (who could not obviously enter water* ) for his purveyor (agency 
conveying sacrificial offerings) , Indra lived unperceived (by Brahmahatya) in the fibres of 
a lotus-stalk (in the Manasa lake) for a thousand years. (15) Till then (the famous king) 
Nahusa (of the mortal world)—who had acquired the capacity to rule over Swarga by virtue 
of (his) worship, asceticism and mystical powers—ruled over (acted as the regent of) the 
third heavenj (the celestial region). His intellect (however) having been blinded through 
arrogance caused by opulence and power, he was cast (through an ingenious devicez) into 
a sub-human species (the serpent race) by Saci (the virtuous spouse of Indra, whom he 
claimed as his wife). (16) Called by the invocation of the Brahmanas (sages), Indra—whose 
sin had (in the meantime) been neutralized through meditation on Sri Hari (the Upholder of 


* A famous commentator of Srimad Bhagavata, however, points out that the god of fire does enter water when carrying 
oblations to Varuna ( the god of water residing in water), so that it was not impossible for him to enter the Manasa lake and 
purvey food to Indra. The Manasa lake, however being closely guarded by the attendants of Sri Rudra, he could not easily 
enter it without disclosing the secret of Indra’s hiding there. 


+ Swarga (Indra's paradise) is called the third heaven inasmuch as itis the third in order of the seven upper spheres 
of the universe from the earth onwards, the terrestrial sphere (which has also been declared to be a place of enjoyment 
of the fruit of one's merits, with the exception of Bharatavarsa, which is pre-eminently a place for action—Karmabhumi— 
vide V. xvii. Il). 

= Having ascended the throne of Indra, Nahusa—who was attracted by the extraordinary charms of the former's spouse, 
Saci, claimed her as his legitimate wife and invited her accordingly to live with him. Saci, who was the wedded wife of Indra 
and was, therefore, exclusively devoted to him, naturally disdained his invitation and sought the advice of the sage Brhaspati 
(Indra's preceptor and family priest, who had since returned and resumed his office) how to elude the grasp of Nahusa, whom 
she could not openly defy because of her forlorn condition. The sagacious Brhaspati, who naturally sympathized with the 
virtuous lady advised her that she should offer to meet Nahusa provided he should visit herin a palanquin bome by Brahmana 
sages. Nahusa, who was blinded with passion, readily agreed and commanded Agastya and other sages to carry him ina 
palanquin to Saci’s palace. In his eagerness to see the celestial lady, he goaded the bearers to proceed apace, and even 
touched the venerable sage Agastya with his foot saying "Move on, move on (#4, #4)'!Enraged at this insolent behaviour on 
the partof the arrogant monarch, the sage pronounced a curse agaist him that he should fall down and be rebom in the serpent 
race. The execration uttered by the sage could not be otherwise and the king fell down at once from heaven and was 
transformed into a python and eventually redeemed in the following Dwapara age by the virtuous king Yudhisthira. 
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truth)-returned after that to heaven; and the sin (of having killed a Brahmana)-that had been 
deprived of its force by Sri Rudra (the deity presiding over the north-east)—could not assail 
him, protected (as he was) by Goddess Laksmi (the divine Consort of Lord Visnu, dwelling in 
the bed of lotuses in the Manasa lake). (17) 
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Brahmana sages (now) approached him, O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata), and duly 

consecrated him, they say, for a horse-sacrifice intended to propitiate Sri Hari (the Supreme 
Person). (18) Now, while the Supreme Person, who embodies in Himself all the divinities, 
was being worshipped by the mighty Indra in the course of the (aforesaid) horse-sacrifice 
elaborately performed through the instrumentality of sages who were (great) expositors of 
the Vedas, even that huge mass of sin in the shape of the slaughter of the demon Vrtra (son 
of the god Twasta), O king, was actually reduced to nothingness by that very sacrifice just 
as the hoar-frost is melted by the sun. (19-20) By propitiating the most ancient Person, the 
Deity presiding over sacrifices, through the (said) horse-sacrifice—which was being 
elaborately performed according to the scriptural ordinance through the instrumentality of 
Marici and other sages—the aforesaid Indra was completely rid of his sins and became 
great (once more). (21) This great narrative is (decidedly) instrumental in washing off all 
one's sins and conducive to the growth of Devotion, replete as it is with the praises of the 
Lord (whose holy feet enable one to ford the vast ocean of metempsychosis), containing an 
account of His (great) devotee (Vrtra) as well as of the absolution and decisive victory of the 
mighty Indra, nicknamed as Marutvan. (22) Therefore, the wise should always recite or hear 
(at least) on every festival this story relating to Indra, which beings wealth, fame and 
longevity, is a means of ridding one of all sinful propensities, and a source of (all) blessings 
and helps one to conquer one's enemies. (23) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse entitled "The victory of Indra" 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The Lament of Citraketu 
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Pariksit submitted : How did (such an) unflinching devotion to the almighty Narayana 
appear in the heart of the sinful Vrtra, whose nature, O holy Brahmana, was predominated 
by Rajas and Tamas? (1) Devotion to the feet of Lord Visnu (the Bestower of Liberation) 
does not ordinarily develop in the heart of (even) gods, whose intellect is (generally) pure, 
and sages, whose mindis untainted by sin. (2) Living beings in this universe are as numerous 
(innumerable) as there are particles of dust. Of them, only a few human creature and other 
(higher) beings, as a matter of fact, practise virtue. (3) Of them (again) seekers of liberation 
are ordinarily only few, O jewel among the Brahmanas ! And among thousands of those 
seeking release scarce one is completely rid of attachment (to his home etc.) and attains 
success (in the shape of Self-Realization). (4) Even among tens of millions of those who 
have been rid of identification with the body etc., and even realized the Self, he whose mind 
is perfectly serene (entirely free from the craving for sense-gratification) and solely devoted 
to (the feet of) Lord Narayana is most difficult to find. (5) How, then, did the sinful Vrtra, the 
tormentor of all the worlds, who gratified by his valour on the battle-field (even) Indra (the 
thousand-eyed lord of paradise), remain so steadfast in (his) devotion to the Lord (the 
Attractor of all) in the midst of a fierce combat ? Great is our doubt in this matter and so is 
our eagerness to hear about it, O Master. (6-7) 
Yd sara 
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Sita continued : The glorious Suka (the son of Badarayana, more popularly known as 

Vedavyasa) welcomed the relevant enquiry of the devout king Pariksit, when he heardit, and 
then made the following reply. (8) 
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Sri Suka said : Hear attentively, O king, the following legend as heard (by me) from the 
mouth of (my father,) the sage Vedavyasa (who was born in an island), as well as from the 
sages Narada and Devala. (9) In the Sdrasena country (the tract lying about the city of 
Mathura), so-the tradition goes, there was a king, called by the name of Citraketu, O Pariksit, 
who ruled over the entire globe and to whom the earth yielded everything sought after (by 
him). (10) He hada crore wives; but, though capable of procreation, the emperor gotnoissue 
by (any of) them. (11) Anxiety now laid hold of Citraketu, who, though (fully) endowed with 
beauty, generosity, youth, noble lineage, learning, (universal) sovereignty, imperial fortune 
and all other virtues, was (yet) the husband of barren ladies. (12) All his riches, fair-eyed 
queens and (even the sovereignty of) this earth did not prove a source of delight to that ruler 
of the entire globe. (13) Ranging through these worlds, however, the glorious sage Angira 
on one occasion came to his house by chance. (14) Having honoured him with due 
ceremony by rising to greet him and offering him articles of worship etc., the emperor sat with 
a collected mind near the sage, who was now comfortably seated, having been (fully) 
entertained as a guest. (15) The great sage (Angira). O emperor, showed every courtesy 
and consideration in return to Citraketu, who sat close to him on the (bare) ground, bent low 
with modesty, and, calling his attention (to him), spoke the following words. (16) 
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Angira said : Is everything well with your person as well as with your Prakrtis (the 
constituent elements of a state, viz., the high priest, the chief minister, the territories, i.e., the 
people, the fortresses, the treasury, the police and army—that enforce law and order—and 
the allies ) and are you enjoying a sound health—you as well as your Prakrtis ? (Even) as 
a Jiva (the embodied soul) is protected by the seven material sheaths (viz., Mahattattva or 
the principle of cosmic intelligence, the ego and the five subtle elements), so the king too 
is protected by the (aforesaid) seven constituent elements. (17) A king can enjoy the 
blessings of sovereignty by actually placing himself under the control of his Prakrtis; (and) 
the Prakrtis are likewise enriched by the king (by following his will and carrying out his 
commands), O ruler of men. (18) Are your wives, subjects, ministers, servants, people 
following particular trades, counsellors, citizens and inhabitants of the other parts (of your 
State), tributary chiefs and offspring obedient to your will ? (19) All these (unquestionably) 
follow the will of the man whose mind is under his control. (Nay,) all the worlds along with 
their guardian deities dutifully offer tribute to him. (20) (It seems to me that) your mind is not 
pleased either with others or with your own self. (For) | find your face discoloured with 
anxiety, and (thereby) conclude that you have not attained the object of your desire. (21) 
Subjected thus, O Pariksit, to various presumptions by the sage, even though the latter knew 
everything (by intuition), Citraketu, who was full of longing for a son, and was bent low with 
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modesty, thereupon replied to the sage (as follows). (22) 
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Citraketu submitted : O worshipful sage, what is there without or (even) within (in the 
mind of) embodied beings, which is not known to Yogis (like you) whose sins have been 
wiped out through asceticism, spiritual enlightenment and deep concentration of mind ? (23) 
Yet, prompted by your command. | should speak out, O holy Brahmana, the thought (which 
is foremost) in my mind to you, who ask me about it even though you know it. (24) The 
sovereignty of the entire globe and the power and affluence attending it—which are worthy 
of being coveted even by the guardians of the spheres—bring no delight to me, issueless 
as | am, just as other things do not rejoice him who longs for food and drink under pressure 
of hunger and thirst. (25) Therefore, (be pleased to ) protect me, O highly blessed one, and 
do that for us whereby we may be able with the help of a son to get out of the dark abyss 
of hell (the lot of those who die issueless) which has (all but) been reached by us along with 
our forefathers, and which is so difficult ae over. (26) 
Sa 
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Sti Suka continued : Implored thus, that glorious, merciful and mighty son of Brahma 
got a special oblation prepared for being offered to the god Twasta, and propitiated the said 
god with the same. (27) The (holy) Brahmana further gave the remainder of the sacrificial 
offering to the queen known by the name of Krtadyuti, who was the eldest and the foremost 
(in other respects too) of all the king's spouses, O Pariksit (a descendant of Bharata) ! (28) 
The sage Angira (Brahma's son) then said to Citraketu (a ruler of men), "O king! a son, who 
will be a source of (both) joy and grief to you, will be born to you |" and left. (29) Merely by 
eating the remainder of that sacrificial oblation even Krtadyuti (who was barren) conceived 
a child through Citraketu just as the goddess Kritika (the deity presiding over the constellation 
of that name) conceived a son through the god of fire. (30) The embryo in the womb of that 
lady, which owed its existence to king Citraketu (the ruler of the Sdrasena territory) gradually 
developed from day to day, (even) as the moon (the lord of the stars), O king (Pariksit), waxes 
during the bright fortnight. (31) 
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Now, when the time (of delivery came, a son was duly born, causing supreme delight to 
(all) the inhabitants of the Sdrasena territory, who heard of it. (32) The king, who felt (much) 
delighted (at the news), took his bath and, (thus) purified, he adorned himself with 
ornaments. Then, getting the Brahmanas to pronounce benedictions (on the babe), he 
caused the rite called Jatakarma (the ceremony of touching a new-born babe's tongue thrice 
with ghee after appropriate prayers) to be performed (for the purification of the child). (33) 
Tothe Brahmanas he gifted gold and silver, clothes and ornaments, and villages, horses and 
elephants and sixty million cows. (34) Like a rain-cloud sending down showers according 
to the will of the people, the generous king (Citraketu) gratified the desire of other men (as 
well) by making gifts calculated to bring riches, glory and longevity to the babe. (35) The 
affection of the father, the royal sage (Citraketu), for his son, who had been got after great 
hardship, constantly grew from day to day like the love of a pauper for his hard-earned 
money. (36) The attachment of the mother to her son, however, grew to an excessive 
degree, caused as it was by infatuation; while agony in the shape of longing for a son 
appeared in the heart of the co-wives of queen Krtadyuti. (37) Even as Citraketu fondled the 
babe everyday, no such type of excessive fondness appeared in his heart for his other wives 
as he developed for the one who was blessed with a son. (38) Reproaching themselves 
through jealousy, they felt agonized (in their heart) due to the grief caused by issuelessness 
and the indifference shown to them by the king (their husband). (39) Fie upon the accursed 
woman without a child, (who is) not esteemed at home by her husband and is insulted like 
a maid-servant by her co-wives blessed with good children. (40) What agony can be the lot 
of maid-servants (who are) constantly honoured because of their service rendered to the 
master ? We wretched women (however) are (no better than) the maid-servant of a maid- 
servant (worse even than a maid-servant). (41) In this way there sprang up (a feeling of) bitter 
hatred in the heart of those queens whose life was neglected by the king and who were fully 
burning with jealousy at the fortune of their co-wife in the shape of a son. (42) The cruel- 
hearted ladies, who had lost their good sense through deep malice and were full of 
resentment towards the king, administered poison to the babe. (43) Queen Krtadyuti, who 
had no idea of the grievous misdeed of her co-wives, thought on looking at it that the babe 
was asleep, and went aboutin the palace. (44) Perceiving (however) that the babe had been 
sleeping too long, the wise queen commanded the nurse who suckled the child in the 
following words: “Bring me the babe, O good woman !" (45) When (however) she went near 
the babe lying in bed, and found that the pupils of its eyes had turned upwards and that life, 
the senses and other faculties and the soul (too) had quitted it, she cried "| am finished !" 
and dropped on the ground. (46) 
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Hearing at that time the most painful cry of the nurse, who was violently beating her 
breast too with both hands, the queen qickly entered into the presence of her child and 
found her infant son a victim of sudden death. (47) Due to excessive grief she fainted 
and fell on the ground, her hair flung about and garments thrown out of order. (48) 
Hearing the wail, the inmates of the royal gynaeceum, both men and women, 
thereupon came (to the spot) and, sharing the queen's grief and, therefore, much 
distressed, fell to weeping; (nay), even the queens who had perpetrated the crime 
shed crocodile tears. (49) Hearing that his son had died, though the cause of his death 
was (still) unknown, the king lost his vision through grief intensified beyond measure 
by uninterrupted love. Followed by his ministers and other people and surrounded by 
the Brahmanas (priests), he (too) came stumbling and falling on the way and, sighing 
deeply, dropped unconscious near the feet of the dead child, his hair dishevelled and, 
clothes thrown about in disorder; and, his throat choked due to obstruction caused by 
tears, he could not utter a word. (50-51) Seeing her husband overwhelmed with 
excessive grief and the infant son, her only progeny, dead, the virtuous queen then 
wailed in various ways, (thereby) enhancing the heart-ache of the people as well as of 
the ministers and others (present there). (52) Bathing her breasts—painted with 
saffron and sandal paste—with the drops of her tears mixed with collyrium and throwing 
about her hair with the flowers dropping from them, she mourned (the death of) her child 
like a female osprey in loud and diverse tones (as follows) :— (53) 
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"Alas, O creator, you are extremely foolish in that you act contrary to (the interests 

of) your own creation. Oh, the death of a youngster while an elder is (still) living points 
(unmistakably) to this. If (however) you are (just) the reverse (a wise fellow doing all this 
designedly), you are our constant enemy (and no benefactor). (54) If (it is urged that) 
there is no (strict) regularity in this world in the matter of death and birth of embodied 
beings, then let everything happen according to their Karma (independently of you). (It 
is, however, strange that) you are cutting asunder (by wresting babes from the hands 
of their parents) this cord of affection, which was produced by yourself for the growth of 
your creation ! (55) (Addressing her dead child,) and you, dear child, ought not to forsake 
me, a wretched and helpless woman; (O) look at your father, burning with grief. With you 
(as our pilot) we could easily cross the dark region of hell, which is difficult to cross for 
the issueless. (Please) do not go far in the company of cruel Death. (56) Arise, darling! 
These infant playmates of yours, O prince, are calling you to romp freely (with them). You 
have slept long and must be seized with hunger. (Therefore,) eat something, suck my 
breasts and take away the grief of us (all), your near and dear ones. (57) Having lost (all) 
good fortune, | could not (get to) behold (when | came by your side to see you) your lotus- 
like countenance with its innocent smile and cheerful glances. Or, taken by the cruel 
Death, have you gone to the other world, whence you are not going to return ? (For) | 
no longer hear your sweet words." (58) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Along with the queen, (who was) mourning her departed son 
through such varied laments, Emperor Citraketu (too) wailed at the top of his voice, 
extremely agonized as he was. (59) While the couple were (thus) wailing, all those who were 
devoted to him, men as well as women, wept and everything was lifeless (as it were). (60) 


Knowing the king to have lost (all) consciousness due to his having given way to despair, 
and without a guide the sage named Angira appeared (at the scene) along with Narada. (61) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse entitled "The lament of Citraketu," 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Citraketu consoled 
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SriSuka began again : Enlightening, by means of wise utterances, king Citraketu, who was 
lying by the side of the dead babe like a dead man, overwhelmed as he was with grief, the sages 
Angira and Narada spoke (as follows):—(1) "In what relation did the boy whom you are lamenting 
(just now), O king of kings, stand to you in a previous birth, what is he to you at present and what 
will he be to you hereafter ? Again, what were you to him in a former incarnation, what are you 
at present and what will you be hereafter ? (2) Just as stands part (from one another) and come 
together by the current of a stream, so are embodied beings brought together and parted by 
Time. (3) Just as seeds do spring up from (other) seeds (in some cases), and do not spring up 
(in other cases), so do living beings prompted by the Lord's Maya evolve from (other) living beings 
(in some cases) and do not (in other cases). (4) You and we and all these mobile and immobile 
creatures belonging to the present time do not (really) exist even now (just) as we did not before 
birth and shall not be after death, O Citraketu ! (5) It is God (the Lord of created beings) who, 
though unborn (andimperishable) and (absolutely) unconcemed, creates, protects and destroys 
living beings (sportfully) as a child through (other) beings evolved by Himself and (therefore) not 
independent. (6) The body of one embodied being (in the shape of ason), Oking, is evolved from 
the body of another embodied being (in the shape of the mother) united with the body of a third 
embodied being (in the shape of the father), justas one seed springs up from another seed: while 
the soul inhabiting all these bodies is eternal like God (the only Reality). (7) The aforesaid 
distinction of body and soul has existed from eternity and has been conceived through 
ignorance even as the distinction of the generic property and the individuality of a thing 
assumed as inhering in the thing itself (although the two are interdependent and cannot 
therefore be really distinguished)." (8) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus consoled by the words of the (holy) Brahmanas (Angira and 
Narada), king Chitraketu wiped his face, withered through mental anguish (caused by his 
son's death) with his hand and spoke (as follows).(9) 
UaaTT 
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The king said : Who are you, rich in wisdom and the most adored of the adorable, that 
have come here, disguised in the form of ascetics absolutely unconcerned with the world ? (10) 
Indeed Brahmanas (lit., those identified with Brahma), who are beloved of the Lord, go about 
the earth at will, disguised as mad men, for admonishing sensually-minded people like 
me.(11) Sanatkumara, Narada, Rbhu, Angira, Devala, Asita, Apantaratama, Vyasa, 
Markandeya and Gautama, Vasistha, the glorious Parasurama, Kapila, Suka (son of 
Badarayana), Durvasa and Yajfiavalkya, Jatikarnya and Aruni, Romasga, Cyavana, 
Dattatreya, Asuri with Patanjali, the seer Vedasira, the sage Bodhya, Pafcasira, 
Hiranyanabha, Kausalya, Srutadeva, and Rtadhwaja—these and other lords of Siddhas 
(enlightened souls) range (over the earth) with the object of imparting wisdom (to qualified 
souls). (12—15) Therefore, you two are the masters of my stupid self, a sensual brute. 
(Pray,) hold aloft the lamp of wisdom to me, plunged in blinding darkness (in the shape of 


ignorance). (16) 
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The sage Angira said : | am (the same) Angira, who blessed you with a son when you 
longed for one, O king ! (And) here is the divine sage Narada, son of Brahma (the creator) 
himself. (17) Knowing you, a devotee of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), plunged in (asea 
of) despondency—difficult to get through—due to grief caused by the loss of your son, 
though not fit to be drowned in it, we have come down here to shower our grace on you, O 
Citraketu ! (For) a votary of the Brahmanas and a devotee of the Lord does not deserve to 
be despondent. (18-19) | was going to impart the highest wisdom to you even then when | 
visited your house (forthe first time). Coming to know of your insistence on having something 
else (however), | conferred on you (the boon of) a son alone. (20) Now the agony of those 
blessed with a sonis being directly experienced by you. Evensoawife, house, riches, power 


and prosperity of various kinds, sound and the other objects of sense, the fleeting glories 
of sovereignty, lands, kingdom, army, treasury, dependants and ministers and friends and 
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relations—all these, O ruler of the Sdrasena territory, are sources of grief, infatuation, fear 
and affliction. (Nay,) they are (of amomentary nature) like an imaginary city seen in the sky 
and are of the nature of (similar in character to) a dream, illusion, and fancy. (21—23) They 
are (merely) conceptual in that they are perceived without reality and disappear (the very 
next moment). (If it is urged that the acquisitions mentioned above are rewards of 
meritorious acts done in a previous life and not merely conceptual), the various actions (too) 
proceed from the mind of a man thinking of such material possessions under the force of 
tendencies of action (acquired in former existences). (24) As a matter of fact, this body 
(alone)—consisting of the gross elements, the senses of perception and the organs of 
action—has been spoken of (by the knowers of truth) as causing afflictions and agonies of 
various kinds to the embodied soul who regards it as his own self. (25) Therefore, 
investigating with a composed mind the true nature of the Self, give up faith in the abiding 
reality of the objective world (implying duality) and resort to quietism. (26) 
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Narada said : Having been purified (through a bath and other purificatory rites after 
disposing of the dead body), receive from me the following sacred text (quoted in xvi. 18—25) 
as an abode of the highest blessing. By repeating and fixing your thought on it you will be 
able to behold Lord Sankarsana (only) after seven nights. (27) By resorting to the soles of 
His feet, O king of kings, devotees belonging to the (remotest) past—Lord Siva (the 
Destroyer of the universe) and others—got rid of the illusion of this world (implying duality) 
and forthwith attained to (oneness with) His unsurpassed, nay, unequalled greatness, and 
you too will attain before long the same supreme result. (28) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse entitled “Citraketu consoled", 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVI 
Citraketu realizes (his oneness with) the Supreme Spirit 
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Sri Suka began again : After that, O Pariksit, Narada (the celestial sage) showed (by 
his Yogic power) to the sorrowing kinsmen (the ghost of) the departed prince (in an aerial 
body with which the soul is clothed when departing from the physical body and travelling to 
the other world), and spoke thus as the tradition goes. (1) 
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Narada said : O embodied soul, may you be blessed. (Just) look at your father and 
mother. (Your) kinsmen and relations (too) are deeply agonized with grief caused by 
(separation from) you. (2) Entering your body (again), and surrounded by your kinsmen, 
enjoy the luxuries provided by your (royal) father, for the rest of your life (which has been 
apparently cut short by your untimely death), and ascend the imperial throne (when your 
father is no more). (3) 
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The soul replied : In what (particular) incarnation were these people (the souls of 
Citraketu and his numerous queens) parents to me, who have been revolving by force of 
Karma (destiny) through the species of gods, lower animals and human beings? (4) 
Indeed by turns (during different incarnations) all people actually come to be relatives and 
kinsmen, adversaries and mediators, friends and neutrals and even bitter enemies in 
relation to one another. (5) (Even) as gold and other commodities pass from one place to 
another among (different) men, so does an embodied soul pass through (different) wombs 
and (different) procreants. (6) The relation with men (even of an) animals (cow etc.) yet 
living (not torn away by death) is indeed perceived to be temporary (and not abiding). (And) 
the feeling of mineness with respect to (such) a being really continues only solong as there 
exists a relation with it. (7) Similarly a Jiva that has found its way into a (particular) womb 
(and thereby entered into the relation of a son with another embodied soul that has 
begotten or given birth to it) is (really) unrelated with any inasmuch as it is eternal 
(birthless) and free from the consciousness of being ason etc. Itis only so long asitis seen 
related to another (as a son) that the other Jiva (that begot or gave birth to it) can claim 
it as its own (and not after that relation has ceased). (8) (Being essentially the same as 
Brahma), the Jiva is everlasting, free from decay and unmanifest (free from birth etc.). It 
is the ground of all (body, mind and so on) and self-illuminating. Being all-powerful, jit 
manifests itself in the form of the universe by means of the Gunas (Sattva, etc.) of its own 
Maya (Prakrti). (9) Indeed none is very dear and none unwelcome, none is akin and none 
alien to it. On the other hand, it is the one (dispassionate) witness of the varied minds of 
friends as well as of foes (those who do a good or ill turn to him). (10) In fact, the Self earns 
neither virtue nor sin nor does it enjoy the fruit of actions (in the shape of joy and sorrow) 
and remains (altogether) unconcerned as it were. For it is the witness of both causes and 
effects and (altogether) independent. (11) 
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Sri Suka continued : Having spoken thus, the spirit (of the departed prince) 
disappeared; and, struck with wonder, those kinsmen of his then gave up mourning (for him), 
cutting asunder their ties of affection. (12) After cremating the body (of the dead child) and 
performing the rites appropriate to the occasion, the kinsmen (of the prince) set aside their 
affection, which is so difficult to get rid of and which is a source of grief, infatuation, fear and 
agony. (13) Remembering the words of the sage Angira (which opened their eyes) the 
queens that had brought about the death of the child (by poisoning it) and had lost their 
splendour due to (the sin of) child-murder, felt (much) ashamed and performed penance on 
the bank of the (holy) Yamuna in that city (Mathura) by way of atonement for infanticide, as 
prescribed by the Brahmanas, O great king (Pariksit). (14) Having thus realized the Self 
through the words of the sages (Angira and Narada), Emperor Citraketu rose from the 
deceptive well of metempsychosis even as an elephant (lit., that which drinks with two 
organs, viz., the mouth and the proboscis) would from the mire of a lack. (15) Having 
performed his ablutions in the water of) the (holy) Yamuna with due ceremony and gone 
through other sacred rites accomplished with water, and with his senses entirely subdued, 
he bowed in silence at the feet of the two (celebrated) sons of Brahma (the creator). (16) 
Then the divine sage Narada joyously taught, it is said, the following prayer to that devotee 
(Citraketu), who had resorted to him (for protection) and had fully controlled his mind:—(17) 
"Hail to You, the divine Vasudeva (presiding over the intellect and) denoted by the mystical 
syllable OM, and obeisance to You as Pradyumna, Aniruddha and Sankarsana (presiding 
over reason, the mind and ego respectively). We contemplate on You (in all these four 
manifestations). (18) Hail to You, who are absolute consciousness and an embodiment of 
supreme bliss, who revel in Your own Self and are (perfectly) tranquil and whose eye is (ever) 
turned away from duality (who look upon everything as non-different from Yourself). (19) Hail 
to You, who have kept aloof by the very realization of Your, blissful character (all) 
disturbances (in the shape of likes and dislikes) caused by Your Maya (deluding potency)! 
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Hail to You, the mighty Controller of the senses, having the cosmos for Your body. (20) 
May He protect us—He, who is absolute Consciousness without any name or form and 
lies beyond the cause and the effect, and who shines all by Himself when speech (as well 
as the other Indriyas) along with the mind has withdrawn, failing to reach (comprehend) 
Him. (21) Hail to You, the selfsame Brahma, in which this universe stays and (finally) gets 
merged (at the time of universal dissolution) and from which it evolves (at the time of 
creation) and that pervades all even as earth pervades all earthen vessels. (22) | bow to 
that (transcendent Reality) which the organs of action fail to reach (through their active 
power) and the mind, intellect and the senses of perception fail to comprehend (by their 
cognitive faculty), and which extends (both) within and without like ether. (23) The body, 
Indriyas (senses of perception and organs of action), vital airs, mind and intellect—these are 
stirred into activity only when charged with a ray of the (aforesaid all-conscious) Spirit (viz., 
during the waking and dream states alone) and not at other times (during deep sleep, 
unconsciousness etc., when they are not so charged), even as iron which is not fully heated 
cannot burn. (How, then, can they reach or comprehend that which is the source of their 
activity ?) And it is Brahma alone that acquires the name of ‘subject’ (the conscious Self) 
during the waking and other states (Hence there is no question even of the Jiva's knowing 
the supreme Brahma). (24) Hail to Lord Sankarsana (the Supreme Person), denoted by 
(the mystical syllable) OM and possessed of supreme might, the Spouse of Goddess 
Mahalaksmi (who embodies in Herself the highest glory and fortune) ! Hail to You, O 
supreme Ruler of the universe, whose lotus-like feet are fondly and softly kneaded by all 
the hosts of principal devotees with the lotus-buds of their hands. (25) 
Hye Tara 
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Sri Suka went on : Having taught the aforesaid prayer to that devotee (Citraketu), who 
had sought his protection, the (celestial) sage Narada returned with the sage Angira, O king 
(Pariksit), to the abode of Brahma (the self-born); while Emperor Citraketu duly repeated that 
prayer taught by Narada for seven days (consecutively) with perfect concentration of mind, 
subsisting on (mere) water. (26-27) And then at the expiry of seven nights the aforesaid king 
attained the permanent lordship of the Vidyadharas (the artists of heaven) by virtue of the 
prayer being (still) repeated (by him). (28) After that, in a few days, the course of his mind 
having been (fully) the illumined through (the repetition of) the same prayer, Citraketu betook 
himself to the (holy) feet of Lord Sesa (the serpent-god), the adored (even) of the gods. (29) 
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He saw the Lord in a form white as a lotus fibre, clad in blue and adorned with a brilliant 
diadem, armlets, girdle and wristlets, marked with a cheerful countenance and reddish eyes 
and surrounded by rings of Siddheswaras (the chief among those who have attained 
perfection). (30) All his sins having been wiped out by the (very) sight of the Lord, and his 
mind clear and rid of all impurities, Citraketu silently approached the most ancient Person 
with intensified devotion; and with tears of love in his eyes and hair standing on end, he 
bowed to Him. (31) Repeatedly wetting the support under the lotus-feet of the illustrious Lord 
with his tear-drops of love, and all utterance having been hindered by (an outburst of) love, 
he was notat all able for a long time to extol Him properly in a loud voice. (32) Then, having 
composed his mind by dint of reason and restrained the outgoing tendency of all his senses, 
he recovered his faculty of Speech and addressed in the following words that Preceptor of 
the universe, whose (divine) Body stands described in scriptures (such as the Paficaratra) 
treating of Devotion. (33) 
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Citraketu said : O unconquerable Lord, You stand conquered by the righteous, 
that have subdued their self and are possessed of an unruffled mind; and they too 
are conquered by (none else than) You—You, who bestow Your very Self on those 
that adore You in a disinterested spirit, exceedingly compassionate as You are. (34) 
The evolution, maintenance and dissolution etc., of the universe, O Lord, are, asa 
matter of fact, a (mere) sport on Your part. (And) the creators of the universe 
(Brahma and the other lords of creation) are (so many) parts of the Cosmic Being 
(who is only a part manifestation of Yours); yet in vain do they try to outshine one 
another due to the consciousness of their being an independent lord. (35) You exist 
before (the appearance of) the atom (the minutest cause) and at the end (after the 
dissolution) of the infinite universe (the final product) and likewise pervade the 
intermediate stages (too); while You are without beginning, middle or end. That 
which is constant at the beginning as well as at the end of phenomenal existences 
is constant in the middle too. (36) This egg-shaped universe—which further resem- 
bles a bud inasmuch as it is enveloped, they say, by seven sheaths in the shape of 
earth etc., each outer sheath being ten times thicker than the one enclosed by it—is 
swimming within You like an atom alongwith countless millions of (other similar) eggs. 
Hence You are (spoken of as) infinite. (37) They are (really) brutes in human form, who 
in their thirst for the pleasures of sense worship the gods (who represent so many 
sparks of Your infinite glory) but not You, the Supreme. The blessings enjoyed by them 
(as gifts from those gods), O Lord, perish (as a matter of course) after (the end of) 
those gods even as the blessings enjoyed by the dependants of a royal house 
(automatically) come to an end after (the extinction of) that house. (38) Entreaties 
made to You—who are possessed of a body which is all consciousness and not a 
product of the three Gunas—even for the pleasures of sense, O Supreme Lord, do not 
make for rebirth any more than fried seeds put forth shoots; for pairs of opposites 
(such as likes and dislikes, which lead to rebirth) proceed (only) from the (three) Gunas. 
(While You are entirely free from them and therefore people adoring You even with an 
interested motive gradually get rid of the three Gunas). (39) (Such being the value of 
adoring You even for the attainment of sensuous enjoyments,) You surpass all (confer 
an incomparable boon on Your devotees) on such occasions, O unconquerable 
Lord, when You preach the flawless Bhagavata Dharma (the easy means of attaining 
to the Lord as taught by the Lord Himself), which even sages (like the great Sanatkumara 
ever) revelling in the Self and having nothing to call their own resort to for (the attainment 
of) loving Devotion to the Lord (which transcends all the four objects of human pursuit 
including Liberation and is therefore known as the fifth object—Paficama Purusartha).(40) 
Differential notions such as '‘I' and ‘You’, ‘mine’ and ‘Yours’ do not disturb (the mind of) men 
treading on this path, as they do in the case of (those following) other cults (such as the 
cult of rituals). (Besides,) a ritual act which is performed by one having a differential 
outlook is ideed impure (because characterized by likes and dislikes), yields a perishable 
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fruit and is fraught with sin (in the shape of violence etc.). (41) What good can be expected 
either to oneself or to another and what object can be gained through a ritual which is 
harmful to one's own self as well as to others? On the other hand, pain is inflicted on You* 
through self-mortification and sin is also incurred (as well as Your displeasure) through 
persecution of another. (42) Your point of view (viz., that people should achieve the object 
of their life through devotion to You), with which as a matter of fact You preached the cult 
of Devotion—the cult which is exclusively followed by the worthy who regard the 
multitudes of living beings, both mobile and immobile, as their very self—is never 
belied.(43) It is not at all impossible, O Lord, that all the sins of men should be wiped out 
by Your (very) sight, when (it is known that) even an outcaste is freed from (the bondage 
of) birth and death by hearing Yourname (only) once. (44) Therefore, O Lord, we nowhave 
(all) the impurities of (our) heart (in the shape of sins and evil proclivities) wiped off by Your 
(very) sight. How could that which was predicted by the divine sage (Narada) Your 
(celebrated) devotee, be otherwise? (45) All that is done by the people in this world, O 
infinite Lord, is known to You, the Soul of the universe. There is nothing in particular to be 
revealed to You, the Supreme Preceptor, just as there is nothing to be shown to the sun by 
fire-flies. (46) Hail to You, the almighty God, the Controller of the creation, maintenance 
and dissolution of the universe, the purest of the pure, whose true nature cannot easily be 
understood by the sensually-minded strivers due to their notion of difference. (47) The 
creators of the universe (Brahma and the other lords of creation) are active (only) when 
You (the Cosmic Person) are active (inspire them with activity); the senses of perception 
are able to perceive their objects (only) when You (their Controller) are disposed to 
perceive (the objective world); (and) the terrestrial globe appears on one of Your heads 
like a mustard seed. Obeisance be to You, that (celebrated) Lord with a thousand 


heads.(48) 
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Sri Suka went on: Duly extolled in this way and (highly) pleased, Lord Ananta spoke (as 
follows) to the said Citraketu, the chief of the Vidyadharas, O Pariksit (a scion of Kuru). (49) 
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“Men who emaciate the elements constituting their body as well as Me, the Supreme Spirit, dwelling in their heart—know 
these senseless people as having a demoniac disposition.” 
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The Lord said : You have fully achieved your purpose through the instruction which 
was given to you by the sages Narada and Angira about (the means of propitiating) Me 
and the prayer (taught by Narada) as well as by My sight. (50) In fact, all created beings 
are (the same as) |; nay, | am the Self (the Inner Controller) as well the Creator of (all) living 
beings. The Veda (which, as the Word of God, is identified with the Supreme) and the 
transcendent Reality (revealed by the same) both are My eternal bodies. (51) A man 
should recognize his own self as extending through (pervading) the (whole objective) 
universe (as the subject) and the universe as comprised in his own self (as the object of 
his experience). Nay, he should regard both (his own self as well as the universe) as 
pervaded by Me (the Prime Cause) and even so both as conceived in Me. (52) (Just) as 
aman dreams himself as fast asleep and (also) perceives (in another dream forming part 
of the first dream) the world (in the form of mountains, forests and so on existing 
elsewhere) within himself and (again), on waking from the (second) dream, visualizes 
himself as lying (on a bed) in a part of a room (realizes himself as awake while still 
dreaming), (even) so, realizing awakeness and the other states of the mind (which is an 
adjunct of the Jiva) as mere products of the Maya (deluding potency) of the (Supreme) Self, 
(one should fix one's mind on the Supreme Spirit, the witness of these states. (53-54) Know 
Me to be that transcendental Reality, the (real) Self (of a Jiva), identified with which an 
embodied soul, (that is) fast asleep, is conscious of its deep sleep at that time as well as 
of the supersensuous gratification (enjoyed by it). (55) The consciousness that runs 
through (the state of) deep sleep as well as through awakeness and continues (even) 
beyond the two in the case of the Jiva (embodied soul) that is aware of both is (no other 
than) that transcendent Brahma (the Absolute). (56) If the aforesaid Brahma—which is My 
own essence—is forgotten by the Jiva, It comes to be viewed as different from the self; and 
from this (differentiation) follows the (circuit of) mundane existence of the soul, which consists 
in passing from one body to another and undergoing one death after another. (57) He who fails 
to realize his own essential nature (even) after attaining here (birth in) the human 
species—where one can hope to acquire (both) knowledge (of the Self, based on the 
scriptures) and wisdom (direct knowledge of the Self)—can get no peace of mind 
anywhere. (58) Remembering the hardship (involved) in (all) worldly endeavour and the 
contrary results following from such endeavour, and even so (bearing in mind) the 
fearlessness consequent on the withdrawal from worldly activity, a wise man 
should cease from (all) volition in regard to such activity. (59) A husband and wife 
(generally) undertake activities for (the attainment of) happiness and for freedom from 
suffering. From such activities (however) ensues neither cessation of suffering nor 
attainment of happiness. (60) Thus perceiving the contrary results met with by men who 
think themselves clever, and realizing the subtle nature of the Self—which transcends the 
three states of the mind (the state of awakeness, the dream state and the state of deep 
sleep)— nay, rid of (the craving for) the pleasures of sense, both of this world and of the next, 
through one's faculty of discrimination, and contented with one's knowledge and wisdom, 
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one should cultivate devotion to Me. (61 -62) To realize the oneness of the Supreme Spirit 
and the individual soul—that is the sole interest deserving to be known by every (possible) 
means by men whose intellect'has acquired acuteness through concentration. (63) 
Carefully bearing in mind and acting up to this exhortation of mine with reverence, O 
Citraketu, you will soon acquire (true) knowledge and wisdom and attain perfection. (64) 
SYS FAI 
are Wenhret fee erg: | uate fear aaa sf eu! 
Sia SETA Te IRAE Stems WES fesse: cesta ar testsena: I26) 

Sri Suka continued : Having reassured Citraketu in this way, Lord Sri Hari, who is not 
only the Preceptor of the world but the soul of the universe (too), disappeared from that place 
while he stood looking on. (65) - 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse entitled "Citraketu realizes the Supreme Spirit", 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVII 
Citraketu cursed (by Goddess Parvati) 
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Sri Suka began again: Having made obeisance to the quarter in which Lord Ananta 
had disappeared, Citraketu, the Vidyadhara (chief), went about flying in the air. (1) 
Panegyrized by sages, Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystical powers from 
their very birth) and Caranas (celestial bards), and getting Vidyadhara women to sing 
praises of Lord Sri Hari, that eminent Yogi (ever united with the Lord) sported for ten 
thousand million years in the valleys of Mount Sumeru (the chief of the principal mountains 
of the terrestrial globe)—where one realizes (as a matter of course) the various objects of 
one's desire—his (physical) strength and organic power not (at all) diminished (through 
these long ages). (2-3) On one occasion, while flying in a resplendent aerial car bestowed 
on him by Lord Visnu, he beheld Lord Siva (who dwells on Mount Kailasa) surrounded by 
Siddhas and Caranas, having folded in His arm His divine spouse (Goddess Parvati), 
seated on His lap, in an assembly of sages: Going near them, Citraketu laughed loudly and 
spoke (as follows) within the hearing of the goddess. (4-5) 
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Citraketu said : Here sits Lord Siva (the Preceptor of the universe) Himself, the chief 
figure in this assembly, engaged in expounding (the essence of) righteousness to (all) 
embodied beings, yet actually embracing His Consort in open assembly ! (6) Wearing 
matted locks and practising severe austerities, nay, the (recognized) head of assemblies of 
Brahmavadis (expositors of the Vedas) He sits hugging a woman shamelessly as an 
uncultured person ! (7) Even rustics ordinarily embrace a woman only in seclusion, while 
this (great) god, who has undertaken solemn religious vows, is clasping His Spouse in an 
open assembly ! (8) 
ATE SAA 
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Sri Suka went on : Even on hearing these (critical) remarks, Lord Siva, whose mind is 
too deep to be fathomed, heartily laughed, O Pariksit, and kept quiet; and so did the worthies 
present in the assembly and devoied to Him. (9) While Citraketu, who was ignorant of Lord 
Siva's greatness, was thus uttering much that was unbecoming of Him, Goddess Parvati 
spoke in (great) anger to that impudent Vidyadhara, who (apparently) regarded himself as 
one that had subdued one's self. (10) 

WaAqara 
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Goddess Parvati said : Is this fellow the (only) lord now ruling over the world and 
wielding the rod of punishment and competent to treat with disrespect wicked and 
shameless people like us ? (11) Surely neither Brahma (the lotus-born creator) nor the sons 
of Brahma—Bhrgu, Narada and so on—nor indeed the sage Sanatkumara, Lord Kapila and 
Swayambhuva Manu know (the essence of) righteousness; for they do not prohibit Lord Siva 
(the Destroyer of the universe) from violating (the principles of) righteousness. (12) This 
fellow surely deserves to be punished inasmuch as he, a vile Ksatriya, is impudent enough 
to insult (great) sages (assembled here) and teach Lord Siva (the Preceptor of the universe) 
Himself, whose lotus-feet are worthy of being contemplated on by the aforementioned, nay, 
who is the most auspicious of the auspicious. (13) This self-conceited and arrogant fellow 
is not fit to resort to the soles of feet of Lord Visnu, the very act of approaching which is 
esteemed by the virtuous. (14) Hence be reborn in the demoniac species—a most wicked 
species—O evil-minded one, so that you may not perpetrate again in this world, such 
offence against the exalted souls my son. (15) 
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Sri Suka resumed: Thus subjected to an execration, the said Citraketu alighted from 
his aerial car and propitiated the noble lady (Goddess Parvati) with his head bent low (in the 
following words), O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata). (16) 
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Citraketu said : | accept Your imprecation (as a welcome and loving gift from You), with 
my palms joined together O Mother! For whatever is pronounced by divinities with reference 
to a mortal is undoubtedly that which was predestined for him. (17) Deluded by ignorance 
and revolving in this whirligig of mundane existence, an embodied soul experiences joy and 
sorrow everywhere at every time. (18) Neither oneself nor anyone else is responsible for 
(one's) joy and sorrow. A fool alone holds himself as well as another responsible for them. (19) 
In this world of matter (which is a product of the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti) what 
distinction is there between an imprecation and a blessing, heaven and hell or even joy and 
sorrow ? (20) The one Lord brings forth living beings by His own Maya (creative will) and 
(further) ordains their bondage and liberation as well as their happiness and misery, though 
free from bondage (Himself). (21) To Him, who is alike to all and free from attachment, none 
is dear or hateful, none is a kinsman or relation, and none is His own or alien. He has no love 
for pleasure; how (then) can there be anger (in Him)? (22) Yetaction, which (is either virtuous 
or sinful and) flows from His energy (in the form of Maya) conduces to the joy and sorrow, 
welfare and injury, bondage and liberation, birth and death and the circuit of worldly life of 
embodied souls. (23) Hence | do not propitiate You with a view to being rid of Your 
imprecation, O noble lady. (Only be pleased to) forgive what You consider as unjustly said 
by me (even though it was uttered in a purely good spirit), O virtuous lady ! (24) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having thus appeased Lord Siva and Goddess Parvati (who have 
their abode on Mount Kailasa), O Pariksit (a chastiser of foes), Citraketu went his way by 
his aerial car, while the aforesaid (divine) Couple looked on wondering. (25) Thereupon 
Lord Rudra spoke as follows to His Spouse (Goddess Parvati) within the hearing of the 
gods and sages, demons and Siddhas, as well as of His attendants. (26) 
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Sri Rudra said : You have seen (with your own eyes), O fair one, the glory of the high- 
souled servants of servants of Lord Sri Hari of marvellous deeds, who are free from craving 
(of every kind). (27) All those (who are devoted to Lord Narayana have no fear from any quarter 
whatsoever for they find the same use (no use) for heaven, for final beatitude and even for 
the infernal regions (perceiving as they do the same Reality pervading everywhere). (28) 
It is (only) through the deluding potency of God that souls are invested with a body and it 
is due to their connection with a body that pairs of opposites such as joy and sorrow, life and 
death, execration and benediction are experienced by embodied souls. (29) The notion of 
desirability and otherwise (with reference to pleasure and pain etc.), toois really the outcome 
of a man's ignorance (and therefore illusory) just like the distinction of pleasurable and 
painful experiences etc., with reference to one's own self (in a dream), and has been 
precisely conceived as the notion of a snake etc., with reference toa wreath of flowers. (30) 
There is no object in this world worth resorting to in particular for men cherishing devotion 
to Lord Vasudeva and equipped with the Strength of wisdom and dispassion. (31) Neither 
myself nor Brahma (the creator), nor the sages Sanatkumara and Narada, nor even the 
(other) sages (Bhrgu, Angira and so on) begotten by Brahma nor the rulers of gods (Indra, 
Yama and others) know His intention. Much less can those accounting themselves 
independent lords (of the universe), though mere parts of His partial manifestations, know 
His (true) nature. (32) None indeed is dear and none hateful to Him; none is His own and 
none alien to Him either. Being the very Self of all living beings, Sri Hari is the beloved of all 
creatures. (33) And this highly blessed Citraketu is His beloved servant, looking on all with 
the same eye and tranquil (by nature); and indeed I too am adevotee of the immortal Lord (and 
hence did not feel perturbed by his behaviour at all). (34) Therefore, you should have no wonder 
in regard to (the behaviour of those) high-souled men who are devotees of Lord Visnu (the 
Supreme Person) and tranquil (by nature) and who view all with the same eye. (35) 
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Sri Suka went on: On hearing this speech of Lord Siva, Goddess Uma (Parvati), O king 
(Pariksit), was freed from astonishment and felt pacified in mind. (36) Though fully capable 
of pronouncing a counter-curse, Citraketu (a devotee of the Lord) accepted the curse of the 
divine lady with reverence. Such (ideal non-violence) is the characteristic of a pious soul. (37) 
Hurled into the demoniac species, he sprang up from the sacred fire, called Daksinagni, of 
the god Twasta and became known as Vrira, (still) endowed with spiritual knowledge and 
wisdom. (38) | have thus told you all that you inquired of me, viz., the cause of Vrtra's birth 
as a demon and what accounted for his devotion to the Lord. (39) By listening to this sacred 
episode of the high-souled Citraketu, revealing the glory of the votaries of Lord Visnu, one 
is completely rid of (the) bondage (of mundane existence). (40) Rising (early) in the morning, 
he who recites this episode with reverence, remaining silent (refraining from all other talk) 
and remembering Sri Hari (all the time), attains the supreme goal. (41) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse entitled “Citraketu cursed", 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVIII 
An account of the birth of the Maruts (the forty-nine wind-gods) 
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Sri Suka began again : Préni, the spouse of Savita (the fifth of the twelve sons of Aditi, 
the progeny of the first four—viz., Vivaswan, Aryama, Pusa and Twasta—having already 
been dealt with in the foregoing discourses), brought forth (three daughters,) Savitri (the 
deity presiding over the holy Gayatri-Mantra), Vyahrti (the deity presiding over the three 
mystical syllables, Bhuh, Bhuvah and Swah prefixed to the said Gayatri-Mantra while 
repeating it and severally denoting the three worlds—earth, the intermediate region and 
heaven) and Trayi (the deity presiding over the rituals, the subject-matter of the three 
Vedas—Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda) and (nine sons, viz.,) Agnihotra (the deity 


presiding over the act of offering oblations into the sacred fire), Pasu (the deity presiding over 
animal sacrifices), Soma (the deity presiding over a Soma sacrifice), Caturmasya (the deity 
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presiding over the three sacrifices of the same name performed at the beginning of the three 
seasons of four months each) and the five deities presiding over the five great daily sacrifices 
enjoined on every householder of the three twice-born classes (viz., Devayajfia, Rsiyajfia, 
Pitryajfia, Manusyayajfia and Bhutayajfia)= (And) Siddhi, the spouse-of Bhaga (the sixth 
son of Aditi), dear Pariksit, bore (three sons,) Mahima, Vibhuand Prabhu anda beautiful and 
virtuous daughter, Agisa (by name). (1-2) The (four) wives of Dhata (the seventh son of 
Aditi)—Kuht (the deity presiding over the last night of a dark fortnight), Sinivali (the deity 
presiding over the fourteenth night of a dark fortnight), Raka (the deity presiding over the last 
night of a bright fortnight) and Anumati (the deity presiding over the fourteenth night of a 
bright fortnight) severally gave birth to (four sons) Sayam (the deity presiding over dusk), 
Dar§a (the deity presiding over the last day of a dark fortnight), Pratah (the deity presiding 
over the morning) and Pirnamasa (the deity presiding over the last day ofa bright fortnight). 
(3) Vidhata (the next or eighth son of Aditi) begot through (his wife) Kriya the (five) deities 
presiding over the sacred fires bearing the name of Purisya. (And) the spouse of Varuna (the 
god of water and the ninth son of Aditi) was Carsani, of whom was reborn the sage Bhrgu 
(a mind-born son of Brahma). (4) And the great Yogi Valmiki (another son of Varuna and the 
celebrated author of the Ramayana) sprang up, it is said, from an ant-hill (Valmika); while 
the sages Agastya and Vasistha (the sons of the sage Pulastya and Brahma respectively) 
were reborn as the sons of the gods Mitra (the tenth son of Aditi) and Varuna, who discharged 
in ajar their vital fluid, that had escaped in the’presence of (the celestial nymph) Urvasi. The 
god Mitra (further) begot through (his spouse) Rewati (three sons, viz.,) Utsarga, Arista and 
Pippala. (5-6) Indra, the lord of paradise (and the eleventh son of Aditi), procreated through 
(his wife) Saci (the daughter of the demon Puloma) three sons, O dear Pariksit—Jayanta, 
Rsabha and Midhwan, (who constituted) the third: this is what we have heard. (7) From (the 
loins of) Lord Upendra (the twelfth and youngest son of Aditi, who took colossal strides in 
order to measure three paces of land promised to Him by the demon king Bali and) who 
(originally) assumed the form of the divine Dwarf by His (own) Maya (creative will), through 
His spouse Kirti, sprang up (a son) Brhacchloka (by name); and from (the loins of) the 
latter sprang up Saubhaga and other sons. (8) We shall recount later on (in Book VIII) the 
distinguished achievements, excellences and deeds of valour of that high-souled son of 
the sage Kasyapa and (also) how He actually descended (on the meterial plane) through 
Aditi. (9) 
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| now (proceed to) tell you about the scions of the sage Kasyapa by Diti, among whom was 


* A detailed account of these sacrifices has already been given in the foot-note below V. xxvi. 18. 
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born the illustrious devotee of the Lord, Prahrada, and even so Bali (Prahrada's grand- 
son).(10) Diti (at first) had only two sons, adored by the Daityas and the Danavas (alike), who 
have (already) been spoken of under the name of Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa (in Book 
IIl).(11) Hiranyakasipu's wife, Kayadhu by name, who was a daughter of Jambha by Danu and 
had been given away by the former (to Hirnayakasipu), gave birth to four sons—Samhrada, 
in the first instance, and (then in order) Anuhrada, Hrada and Prahrada as well. Their sister, 
Simhika by name, got from (her husband, the demon) Vipracitti (a son named) Rahu, whose 
head, even while he was drinking nectar (disguised as a god in the assembly of the gods), 

Sri Hari lopped off with His discus (vide VIII. ix. 24-25). Krti, the wife of Sarhhrada 
(Hiranyakasipu's eldest son) bore through him (ason named) Paficajana. (12—14) Dhamani, 

the wife of Hrada (Hiranyakasipu's third son) brought forth (two sons) Vatapi and Ilwala. It was 
llwala who cooked (his brother) Vatapi (in the form of a ram) forthe sake of his (honoured guest, 
(the celebrated sage) Agastya. (15) Baskala and Mahisa were the two sons of Anuhrada 
(Hiranyakasipu's second son ) by (his wife) Surmya; while Virocana was the son of Prahrada, 
and Bali was the son of Virocana by (his wife) Devi. (16) From (the loins of) Bali through (his 
wife) ASanaya (the deity presiding over hunger), were born a hundred sons, the eldest of whom 
was Bana. The glory of Bali, which deserves to be celebrated in beautiful verse, will be 
recounted only hereafter (in Book VIII). (17) Having propitiated Lord Siva (who has His abode 
on Mount Kailasa), the demon Bana attained the first place among His attendants. As the 
guardian of his capital, the Lord actually stays near him even today. (18) (Besides 
Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa) Diti had forty-nine more sons, (known as) the Maruts (wind- 
gods). They all remained issueless and were converted into his own class (godhood) by 
Indra (the ruler of the gods). (19) 
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The king (Pariksit) said : Having rid them of their demoniac disposition, which was innate 
to them, O (my) preceptor, how were they converted into godhood by Indra? What good offices 
did they render to him (which prompted him to bring about this change in them)? (20) Even 
these seers, O (holy) Brahmana, are keen to know this truth along with me. Therefore, be 
pleased, O worshipful sage, to explain this to us. (21) 
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Sita continued : Having heard this reverent, brief and (yet) significant inquiry of king 
Pariksit (who had been protected by Lord Visnu Himself in the form of Sri Krsna), and 
welcoming it with a heart full of joy, the omniscient and well-known sage Suka (the son of 


Badarayana, more popularly known as Vedavyasa), spoke (as follows), O Saunaka (who 
stand vowed to a long course of sacrifices) ! (22) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Diti, whose sons (Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa) had been slain 
by Lord Visnu, the Ally of Indra (the chief of the gods), and who was (consequently) burning 
with rage kindled by grief, pondered as below :—(23) "When shall | have an undisturbed 
sleep, having brought about the death of the voluptuous cruel, hard-hearted and sinful Indra 
(who has been instrumental in causing the death of his own half-brothers) ? (24) He who 
seeks to hurt (other) beings for the sake of his (own) body—which, though (once) designated 
as a king (ultimately, when dead) goes by the name of (is transformed into) worms (if buried 
and thus consumed by worms), or that of excrement (if exposed and devoured by 
carnivorous beings such as dogs and jackals, vultures and crows), or that of ashes (in 
cremated)—is he alive to his (higest) interests ? (Certainly not). For damnation (invariably) 
follows from such hostility to (other) beings. (25) (Therefore) let me devise some means 
whereby a son may be born to me, that may quell the pride of the aforesaid Indra, who looks 
upon this (perishable) body as everlasting and whose mind knows no restraint." (26) With 
this idea (uppermost in her mind) she constantly pleased her husband (the sage Kasyapa) 
through (personal) service, affection, humility and self-control. (27) Knowing as she did the 
heart of her husband, she captivated his mind, O Pariksit, by her supreme devotion, 
charming and sweet words winsome smiles and sidelong glances. (28) Thus infatuated by 
that clever lady, and powerless (against her womanish charms), the sage, though learned, 
said, "All right! (Your wish shall be granted.)" Such stupefaction of men by awoman (through 
her devoted conduct) indeed is not to be wondered at. (29) Finding men (absolutely) 
unattached at the dawn of creation, Brahma (the lord of created beings) converted one half 
of his body into the fair sex, who robbed men of their judgment. (30) Waited upon in this way, 
O dear son (Pariksit) ! by that lady (Diti), the glorious sage Kasyapa felt highly pleased; and, 
welcoming her, he laughingly spoke (as follows). (31) 
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KaSyapa said : Ask (of me) a boon of your choice, O beautiful one; | am pleased with 
you, O irreproachable lady. When the husband is fully pleased, what desire of a woman 
remains unattainable here as well as hereafter ? (32) The husband alone has been declared 
to be the supreme Deity for women. Although (as a matter of fact,) Lord Vasudeva, the 
Consort of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity), dwelling in (presiding over) the mind 
of all created beings, is the supreme Deity, it is the said Lord alone who is worshipped by 
men in the guise of (various) divinities diversely conceived under (different) names (Indra 


and so on) and forms (wielding a thunderbolt and other distinctive weapons); and it is He 
(again) who is worshipped by women as appearing in the form of their husband. (33-34) 
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Hence, women devoted to their husband and desirous of blessedness, O fair one, worship 
their husband as (an image) of God, the Soul of the universe, with undivided loyalty. (35) 
Therefore, devoutly worshipped by you, O blessed one, with such God-consciousness, | 
shall forthwith accomplish your desired object, which is something very difficult to attain for 
unchaste women. (36) 
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Diti replied : If you would confer on me the boon of my choice, O holy one, I—who have 
lost my sons—seek (of you) an immortal son capable of slaying Indra, who caused both of 
my sons (Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa) to be slain (by Lord Visnu). (37) 
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Hearing her prayer, the Brahmana sage (Kasyapa) became sad and fella repenting. (He 
said to himself,) "Alas ! a very great sin has overtaken me today. (38) Oh, given up to the 
gratification on my senses, |, a wretched fellow—whose mind has been caught in the grip 
of the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) in the form of woman today—shall surely fall into (the 
abyss of) hell. (39) What fault is there of the woman, who has (but) followed her own nature 
in this matter ? But fie upon me, ignorant that | am alas ! of my own (real) interests, as (is 
clear from the fact that) | have not been able to conquer my mind. (40) The face of women 
is blooming like the autumnal lotus and their speech is nectar (itself) to the ears, while their 
heart is (cruel) as the blade of a razor. Who can know their ways ? (41) None is truly beloved 
of women: who have their mind (thought) fixed on the object of their own desire. To serve 
their (own) end they murder or cause to be murdered their own husband, son and 
brother.(42) My plighted word, that | shall confer (on her) the boon of her choice, should not 
prove untrue; and Indra too does not deserve death. Under such circumstances the 
expedient that | have hit upon is (quite) in the fitness of things". (43) Pondering thus, the 
glorious sage Kasyapa (the son of Marici), O Pariksit (the delight of the Kurus), spoke a bit 
angrily, condemning himself at the same time. (44) 
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Kagyapa said : A son will be born to you. O blessed one, who will slay Indra if you will 
duly observe this vow fora year, but who will prove tobea friend of the gods ifitis not propertly 


observed. (45) 
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Diti replied : | shall (certainly) observe the vow, O holy Brahmana ! (Kindly) tell me (all) 
that has to be done by me and all that is prohibited during the period of this vow, and also 
that which (though not obligatory) may not violate the vow (if done). (46) 
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KaSyapa said : A woman observing this vow must not injure (much less kill any one of) 
the multitudes of living beings nor curse any one nor should she tell a lie. She must not pare 
her nails or cut the hair on her person nor should she touch that which is impure. (47) She must 
not bathe in water (by diving into it) nor should she lose her temper nor talk with wicked people. 
She must not wear a cloth that has not been (duly) washed (after being used) nor a garland 
that has (already) been worn on her person. (48) She must not eat the leavings of what has 
been eaten by someone nor the food offered to Goddess Candika (Bhadrakali) nor (again) that 
which contains meat nor that fetched by a Sddra nor that which has been seen by a woman 
in her menstruation : nor again should she drink water with the hollow of her joined palms. (49) 
She must not stir out (of her house) with the remants of food sticking in her mouth (without 
rinsing her mouth after eating something), nor without washing her hands and feet nor at dusk 
nor with dishevelled hair nor with her person unadorned and unwrapped (with an outer 
covering) nor with her speech uncontrolled. (50) She must not retire with her feet unwashed 
nor in an impure state nor with wet feet nor with her head towards the north or the west nor 
in the same bed with others nor bare-bodied nor again in the morning and evening. (51) Putting 
on a pair of clothes that have been (duly) washed, ever pure and decked with all auspicious 
ornaments, she should worship before breakfast the cow, the Brahmanas, Goddess Sri (the 
deity presiding over beauty and prosperity) and (the immortal) Lord Visnu. (52) She should 
also worship women whose husbands are living, with garlands, sandal-paste, offerings of food 
and ornaments and, offering worship to her husband, should wait upon him and contemplate 
on him as having entered her womb (in the form of his vital energy). (53) If you observe this 
vow, (known as) the Purhsavana (yielding a son), which is of a year's duration, without violating 
it, a son will be born to you, who will be able to slay Indra. (54) 
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Expressing her willingness (to undertake the vow) in the words "Very well", the strong-willed 
Diti, O Pariksit, then concieved the seed of KaSyapa and she also duly undertook the (sacred) 
vow. (55) Having come to know the intention of his mother's sister (Diti), O respectful king, the 
clever Indra waited upon Diti, who was living in a hermitage (as a hermitess), through (personal) 
service (of every kind). (56) He fetched everyday from the woods at the proper time flowers, fruits 
roots, small pieces of wood for the sacrificial fire and blades of (the sacred) KuSa grass as well 
as (sacred) leaves and sprouts, earth and water. (57) Keen to discover a slip in the observance 
on the part of Diti, who had been duly adhering to the vow, O Pariksit, the croocked Indra 
continued to serve her like a hunter disguised as a game (to remove its suspicion). (58) Though 
intent upon detecting some fault in her observance, O ruler of the earth, Indra did not find any; 
he was now filled with grave anxiety as to how his welfare could be ensured in that life. (569) One 
day, however, she fell asleep (even) at dusk with remnants of food still in her mouth and without 
either rinsing her mouth or washing her feet, enfeebled as she was by her (austere) observance 
and deluded by (an adverse) fate. (60) Finding that weak point, Indra, the master of Yoga (mystic 
powers), entered by dint of (his) Yogic power the uterus of Diti, who had been robbed of her 
consciousness by sleep. (61) By means of his thunderbolt he cut the embryo, brilliant as gold, 
into seven. Addressing the crying embryo (as though with affection) in the words “ Do not cry !" 
he further cut those pieces each into seven. (62) (Even) while being rent (by Indra),O Pariksit, 
they all submitted to him with joined palms, "Why do you seek to get rid of us, O Indra ? We are 
Maruts (the wind-gods), your (own) half-brothers I" (63) "Do not be afraid; you are (all) brothers to 
me !"—so did Kaugika (Indra) reply to the (aforesaid seven) groups of the Maruts, his (future) 
attendants exclusively attached to him. (64) By the grace of Lord Visnu (the Abode of Goddess 
Sri, the deity presiding over beauty and prosperity), the embryo in the womb of Diti could not be 
killed, though cut into numerous (forty-nine) pieces by the thunderbolt (of Indra), any more than 
you (O Pariksit) were killed by the missile discharged by ASwatthama (the son of Drona). (65) 
Worshipping Lord Visnu (the most ancient Person) only once, aman attains a status similar 
to the Lord's; whereas (in the present case) Sri Hari was worshipped by Diti for alittle less 
than a year (so that the miracle that happened in the aforesaid case should cause no 
wonder at all). (66) (Taken) together with Indra (their friend and leader), these Maruts 
(wind-gods) came to be (known as) fifty gods. The stigma (of demonhood) attaching to 
them because of their mother was wiped off and they were converted into gods (entitled 
toa draught of nectar) by Indra. (67) On waking up, the worshipful Diti, who (having now 
worshipped Sri Hari for close upon a year) had acquired a disposition absolutely free from 
reproach, saw the babes, brilliant as fire accompanied by Indra, and felt highly gratified. 
(68) Then she said to Indra, "Dear son ! desirous of obtaining a son that might prove a 
source of terror to the sons of Aditi (you and your brothers), | observed this vow, which 
is most difficult to undertake.(69) But, while (only) one son was coveted (by me), how did 
these forty-nine babes come to be born? Tell me the truth, if known to you; but don't utter 
a falsehood." (70) 
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Indra replied : Mother, having come to know of your vow, | sought your presence and, 
having discovered your fault, cut the child in your womb, bent as | was on achieving my 
(selfish) end and lost to all sense of righteousness. (71) The embryo was cut by mein seven 
and there appeared seven children. They too were cut each in seven; yet they would not 
die.(72) Seeing that great miracle, | at last concluded that it must be some incidental reward 
of the worship of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person). (73) They alone are declared as clever 
in accomplishing their object, who while engaged in propitiating the Lord are (entirely) free 
from desires and do not aspire even to attain final beatitude (as a reward for their 
worship).(74) Having propitiated the Lord, the ruler of the universe, who is not only the Self 
of us all but who bestows His very Self on His devotees, what wise man would ask of Him 
the pleasures of sense, which could be had even in hell ? (75) Therefore, may you be pleased 
toforgive, O mother, this act of wickedness on my part, foolish as | am, O highly noble lady! Thank 
God ! the child in your womb has risen to life (as it were) after death. (76) 
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Sri Suka went on : Permitted by Diti, who was pleased with his sincerity, the powerful 
Indra bowed to her and left for the third heaven along with the Maruts (wind-gods). (77) In 


this way I have told you all that you enquired of me, viz., the story of the auspicious birth of 
the Maruts. What more shall | speak to you about ? (78) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse entitled "An account of the birth of the Maruts? 
in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIX 
The procedure of observing the sacred vow of Purhsavana 
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The king (Pariksit) said : | wish to know the procedure of observing the (sacred) vow 
of Pumsavana, which has just been mentioned by you, O holy one, and by which Lord Visnu 
is (easily) propitiated. (1) 
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Sri Suka replied : A wife should start observing this vow, which is calculated to grant 
all one's desires, from the very first day of the bright fortnight of (the month of) Margasirsa 
with the permission of her husband. (2) Having listened to the story of the birth of the Maruts 
(the forty-nine wind-gods) and (duly) consulted the Brahmanas, she should after cleaning 
her teeth and finishing her bath cover herself with a pair of white pieces of cloth and adorn 
herself (with ornaments). She should (then) worship the Lord along with His (divine Consort) 
Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) before her breakfast (and pray:) (3) "Whatever 
You already have is enough for You, (absolutely) unconcerned as You are, O Lord whose 
desire is (ever) sated ! My obeisance be to You, the Lord of Mahalaksmi (who embodies in 
Herself the highest glory and fortune) ! Hail to You, the Abode of all mystic powers ! (4) You 
are fully endowed with compassion, fortune, glory, majesty, virility and all other excellences, 
O Lord; You are therefore the almighty Ruler. (5) O (divine) Consort of Lord Visnu, O 
Embodiment of marvellous powers, possessing as You do the characteristics of the 
Supreme Person, may You be pleased with me, O highly blessed one. (My) obeisance be 
to You, O Mother of the universe !" (6) 
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"Hail to Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), denoted by the mystical syllable OM and 
possessed of the highest glory, the Spouse of Goddess Mahalaksmi! Let me offer worship 
to You along with Your highest potencies (Goddess Laksmi and others) !" While repeating 
this sacred text the worshipper should offer everyday to Lord Visnu with aconcentrated mind 
(loving) invocation, water to wash His hands and feet and rinse His mouth and water for His 
bath, a pair of pieces of linen to cover His Body, a sacred thread and ornaments, sandal- 
paste, flowers, burning incense, light, food and other articles of worship. (7) Out of the food 
left after being offered to the Lord one should pour twelve oblations into the sacred fire-while 
repeating the following prayer:—"Hail to Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), denoted by the 
mystical syllable OM, the Spouse of Goddess Mahalaksmi! | offer this oblation to Him!!" (8) 
One should duly worship with devotion everyday Goddess Sri and (Her Consort) Lord Visnu, 
both of whom are disposed to confer boons (on Their devotees) and yield one's desired 
blessings in an abundant degree, if one is desirous of having all kinds of fortune. (9) (Nay,) 
one should fall prostrate on the ground with a mind humble through devotion, repeat the 
aforementioned sacred text ten times and (then) utter the following hymn:—(10) 
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“You are the Sovereigns of the universe as well as the ultimate cause of the world. (And) 
She (Mahalaksmi) is undoubtedly the unmanifest Prakrti (primordial matter), as well as the 
deluding potency, (so) difficult to overcome. (11) You (O Lord) are no other than the 
Supreme Person, the very Controller of Prakrti. You embody all sacrificial performances; 
while She is an embodiment of faith (that inspires and sustains all human endeavours to 
carry on such sacrificial activities). While She is (worldly) activity, You are the enjoyer of its 
fruit. (12) This goddess is the manifestation of the (three) Gunas (in the form of the universe); 
while You are the Time-Spirit (that prompts the three Gunas to manifest themselves in this 
way) as well as the Cosmic Person (who enjoys the Gunas so manifested). (Again,) You are 
the Soul of all embodied beings; while Goddess Sri represents their body, the senses and 
the inner sense. (Nay,) the almighty goddess represents the various names and forms 
(constituting the universe); while You are their illuminator and ground. (13) (Just) as You 
are the supreme Rulers of (all) the three worlds, conferring boons on Your devotees, so let 
my lofty aspirations prove true, O Lord of excellent renown." (14) 
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Having thus extolled Lord Visnu (the Abode of Sri, the goddess of beauty and prosperity), 
the Bestower of boons (on His devotees), along with Goddess Sri, and after removing the 
food (served before Them) and offering Them water to rinse their mouth, one should 
(continue to) worship Them (by offering betel leaves etc.). (15) Then with a mind humble 
through devotion one should extol Him by means ofa hymnan4d, after smelling the remnants 
of the offerings, should duly worship Sri Hari once more. (16) The woman should serve her 
husband too with supreme devotion, offering him his beloved objects and accounting him 
the Supreme Person (Himself); while the loving husband should personally assist in all the 
duties of his wife, high and low (alike). (17) A thing done by even one (member) of a married 


couple is conducive to the benefit of both. (Therefore,) in the event of the wife being unfit (due 
to illness or menstruation etc.) the husband should do (all) this with a concentrated mind. (18) 
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Aman observing this vow sacred to Lord Visnu should not break it under any circumstance 
whatsoever. (Thus) observing (strict) discipline, one should worship everyday with devotion 
the Brahmanas as well as women whose husbands are (still) living by offering them wreaths 
of flowers, sandal-paste, (articles of) cooked food and ornaments, and should (also) worship 
the Deity (Lord Visnu). (19) Having requested the Deity (as devoutly as He had been 
invoked) to retire to His (divine) Abode one should eat what was offered to Him, after feeding 
in the first instance one’s preceptor and others, for the purification of one's mind as well as 
for the gratification of all one's desires. (20) After spending a year of twelve months (an year 
other than an intercalary year) according to this (aforementioned) process of worship, a 
pious wife should observe a fast on the last day of (the month of) Kartika (the day immediately 
preceding the bright half of Margasirsa). (21) Having bathed at sunrise on the following day 
and worshipped Lord Visnu (the Enchanter of all) as before, the husband alone should 
pour into the sacred fire twelve oblations of rice boiled in milk and mixed with clarified 
butter according to the procedure laid down for a Pakayajfia (a veriety of sacrificial 
performances mentioned in the Grhya-Sitras). (22) Receiving with his head bent low the 
benedictions duly pronounced by the Brahmanas, (highly) pleased with him, and devoutly 
greeting them with bowed head, he should silently take his meal with their permission 
along with his kinsmen after feeding his preceptor in the first instance. He should (then) 
give to his wife the remnant of the sacrificial offering, which ensures a good progeny and 
the height of good fortune. (23-24) 
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Duly observing this vow, sacred to the Lord, a man attains his coveted object during his 
(very) lifetime; while a wife, undertaking it, should secure good fortune, affluence, progeny, 
the longevity of her husband, glory and a (comfortable) house. (25) Nay, a maid should 
secure a match endowed with all good characteristics, while a widow should attain final 
beatitude after being rid of (all) sins. A woman who has lost her issue should get long-lived 
progeny; a woman who, though owning a large property, is highly ill-fated is blessed with 
good fortune; and an ugly-looking girl is endowed with exquisite beauty. He who is suffering 
froma malady is rid of his acute illness andis blessed with a sound body and healthy Indriyas. 
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Nay, there ensues the eternal gratification of the souls of the departed ancestors as well as 
of the tutelary deities of the man who recites this discourse on the occasion of auspicious 
undertaking (such as a sacrificial performance and Sraddha). (26-27) (Nay,) pleased with 
him, the fire-god, Goddess Sri (the divine Consort of Lord Visnu) as well as Lord Sri Hari 
(Himself) confer on him all the objects of his desire at the end of a sacrificial performance. 
O king (Pariksit), the highly sacred story of the birth of the Maruts (the wind-gods) as well 
as of the very sacred vow observed by Diti has (hereby) been related to you. (28) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse entitled "The procedure of observing the vow of 
Pumsavana detailed;, in Book Six of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by the (divine) sage Vedavyasa and 
consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana 
Book Seven 
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A dialogue between Narada and Yudhisthira : the story of Jaya and Vijaya 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : How did the Lord, who is alike to everyone and is the 
beloved friend of (all) created beings, kill the demons (the sons of Diti) for the sake of Indra 
like a partial being, O holy one? (1) Indeed He who is the very embodiment of highest bliss 
could not have any (selfish) end to be served by the hosts of gods and in no case could He 
who is untainted by the Gunas (modes of Prakrti) actually have any specific grudge against, 
much less fear of, the demons. (2) In this way, O exceptionally blessed one, a grave doubt 
has arisen in our mind with regard to the excellences of Lord Narayana, which you should 
kindly resolve. (3) 
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Sri Suka replied : Well have you asked, O great king (Pariksit), a question relating to 
the wonderful and most sacred story of Sri Hari, which is replete with the glory of His devotees 
(like Prahrada), nay, which goes to intensify one's devotion to the Lord and which is sung 
by sages like Narada. Bowing to (my father,) the sage Krsna Dwaipayana (Vedavyasa), | 
shall (accordingly) narrate the story of Sri Hari. (4-5) Though really transcending Prakrti and 
(therefore) beyond the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), unborn and devoid of (a material) 
form, the Lord assumed the role of a chasti§er in relation to those deserving punishment by 
presiding over the Gunas of His own Maya (Prakrti). (6) Sattva (harmony), Rajas (activity) 
and Tamas (inertia) are the adjuncts of Prakrti (Matter) and not of the Spirit. Their decline or 
growth, O king (Pariksit), is not simultaneous as a matter of fact. (7) Conforming to the spirit 
of the times, He fosters the gods and the Rsis (sages) when (the quality of) Sattva is in the 
ascendant,the Asuras (demons) when (the quality of) Rajas is predominant, and the 
Yaksas (a class of demigods) and the Raksasas (ogres) when (the quality of) Tamas 
preponderates.(8) Like fire and other elements (which, though undifferentiated, appear as 
differentiated through diverse media), the Lord (though one) appears endowed with various 
forms (inthe shape of the numberless Jiva); yet He is not distinguished from the psychophysical 
organism (occupied by Him). It is only the discerning that are eventually able to realize the 
Self dwelling in their own heart after carefully investigating it. (9) When intending to create 
bodies (as a means of enjoyment) for the Jiva (the individual soul), the aforesaid Supreme 
evolves(the element of) Rajas as a distinct entity (out of the chaos hitherto prevailing) by His 
own Maya (creative energy). (Nay,) keen to sport in the midst of (all) these heterogeneous 
bodies, the omnipotent Lord evolves the Sattvaguna and when about to retire (from His 
sportful activities), He fosters the element of Tamas. (10) The Lord, who is the infallible 
Creator (of the universe) in conjunction with Prakrti and Purusa (the grounds of creation), O 
ruler among men, brings forth the running Time, which stands as the support (an assistant) 
of Prakrti and Purusa. Now that which goes by the name of Time, O Pariksit, fosters the 
element of Sattva (at the dawn of creation); hence the Lord too, who enjoys an extensive 
fame, fosters as it were the host of gods as their friend and exterminates their enemies, the 
Asuras, dominated as they are by Rajas and Tamas. (11) To illustrate this very fact (of the 
Lord being entirely free from hatred etc.) alegend was lovingly narrated in the past by Narada 
(the celestial sage) to the inquiring Emperor Yudhisthira (in whose eye whom no enemy was 
ever born) during his great sacrificial performance (of Rajasuya), O Pariksit! (12) On seeing 
the most wonderful absorption of Sisupala (the ruler of the kingdom of Cedi) into (the divine 
person of) Lord SriKrsna (Son of Vasudeva) in the course of the great sacrificial performance 
called Rajasuya, the celebrated king Yudhisthira (son of Pandu) asked the celestial sage 
(Narada)—seated there—with a wondering mind the following question in the presence of 
(other) sages, who were (all) listening. (13-14) 
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Yudhisthira said : The absorption into Sri Krsna (son of Vasudeva), the supreme 
Reality—which could not be easily attained even by those exclusively devoted to Him— 
of SiSupala (the ruler of the kingdom of Cedi), His bitter enemy—Oh, this was indeed most 
wonderful. (15) We all as a matter of fact wish to know (the reason of) this, O sage; (for we 
know that) king Vena (the father of Prthu) was (all but) hurled into hell by the Brahmanas 
due to his blaspheming the Lord. (16) The sinful Sisupala (the son of Damaghosa), as well 
as the evil-minded Dantavaktra, had a grudge against Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) 
ever since he (Sigupala) began to lisp till now (when he was slain by Him). (17) (Patches 
of) white leprosy (leucoderma) did not appear on their tongue even as they blasphemed 
more than once Sri Krsna (the all—pervading Lord), who is (no other than) the supreme 
and imperishable Brahma (the Absolute); nor did they enter the blinding darkness (of 
hell).(18) How did they attain absorption directly into the aforesaid Lord, whose reality 
cannot be easily grasped, while all the people (assembled on the spot) stood looking 
on?(19) My mind is wavering on this point even as the flame of a light is unsteady under 
the action of wind; (for) this was (something) most wonderful. Omniscient as you are, kindly 
tell me the cause of it. (20) 
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Sri Suka went on : The divine sage Narada was pleased to hear this question of king 
Yudhisthira and, addressing him, narrated the following stories within the hearing of his 
courtiers. (21) 
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Narada said : The body is brought into being through lack of discrimination, O king, 
between Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit, which lies beyond Prakrti) for (experiencing 
pleasure and pain through) calumny and eulogy, honour and contumely. (22) Just as due to 
identification with this body appears in (the mind of) living beings in this world differentiation 
in the shape of “I” and “mine” and there (also) arises (a feeling of) pain as a result of resort 
to force and reproachful language, and even as the destruction of living beings is (considered 
as) non-different from the destruction of the body to which attaches the aforesaid notion (of 
"I" and "mine"), there is no such notion (of identity) in Sri Krsna, the Universal Spirit, because 
of His being One without a second. On what ground, then, can violence be ascribed to Him, 
who was indeed the chastiser of His foes (in their own interests)? (23-24) Therefore, one 
should (anyhow) fix one's mind on Him either through constant enmity or through devotion 
(which is free from enmity towards any creature whatsoever) or fear or affection or love. By 
doing so he will in no way perceive anything else (than the Lord). (25) A mortal may not attain 
such absorption into Him by fixing his mind on Him through devotion as through constant 
hostility: such is my conclusion. (26) The caterpillar imprisoned by a wasp in (its nest on) a 
wall and constantly thinking of the latter through (intensity of) hatred and fear attains a form 
similar to the wasp. (27) With their sins thus washed off by constant contemplation through 
animosity on the almighty Lord Sri Krsna, who appeared as a human being by His own will, 
people attained to Him (easily and speedily too). (28) Fixing their mind on the almighty Lord 
through concupiscence, hatred, fear or attachment as through devotion, and getting rid of 
their sin standing as a barrier against His realization, many attained union with Him. (29) The 
cowherd women (of Vraja) attained to Him through concupiscence; Karmsa, through fear; 
Sigupala (the ruler of the Cedis) and other kings (like him), through hatred; the Vrsnis (the 
kinsmen of Lord Sri Krsna), through kinship; you (the Pandava brothers), through attachment 
and we (the sage Narada and others), through devotion, O lord ! (30) Vena (stood no chance 
of attaining to the Lord inasmuch as he) did not fall under any of the five categories 
(mentioned in verse 29) of those contemplating on the Lord. Hence by any means 
whatsoever one should fix one's mind on Sri Krsna (the all-enchanting Supreme Deity). (31) 
Sigupala (the ruler of the Cedis), your maternal aunt's son, as well as Dantavaktra (son of 
another maternal aunt of yours), O Yudhisthira (son of Pandu), were (no other than) the two 
foremost attendants (Jaya and Vijaya) of Lord Visnu, (that had been) hurled down from their 
(divine) abode (Vaikuntha) under the curse of the Brahmana sages. (32) 
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Yudhisthira said : What kind of and whose curse was it that prevailed (even) against 
the servants of Lord Sri Hari ? The incarnation of those exclusively devoted to Sri Hari 
appears as something incredible. (33) Be pleased to narrate the episode connected with the 
corporeal existence of the denizens of Vaikunthapura (the abode of Lord Visnu), devoid (as 
they are) of a (material) body, Indriyas and life-breath. (34) 
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Narada replied : (While) traversing the three spheres (heaven, earth and the 
intermediate region), the sage Sanandana and his (three) brothers, sons of Brahma (the 
creator), once went to the realm (Vaikuntha) of Lord Visnu by the Lord's (own) will. (35) 
Though born before the elders (in Brahma’'s creation, Marici and others), they look like 
children of five to six years of age and have no covering on their body except the quarters. 
Accounting them infants, the two gate-keepers (Jaya and Vijaya) stopped them. (36) Full of 
anger, they (the sages) cursed them thus : “You do not even deserve to dwell at the soles 
of (much less serve) the feet of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Madhu), which are free 
from (all tinge of) Rajas (passion) and Tamas (ignorance). Therefore, enter you at once, O 
fools, the most sinful demoniac womb !" (37) Cursed in the aforesaid words, the two gate- 
keepers (of Vaikuntha) were, while falling down from their abode, addressed once more (as 
follows) by the merciful sages (Sanaka and others): "Let this imprecation make for your return 
to your realm at the end of three incarnations." (38) 
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They were born as Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa (the two sons of Diti), the adored of 
the Daityas and the Danavas (alike). Hiranyakasipu was the elder; while Hiranyaksa, the 
younger, was born afterwards. (39) Hiranyakasipu was slain by Sri Hari, who had taken the 
form of a lion (Lord Nrsimha); and Hiranyaksa was killed by Him even as He assumed the 
body of a boar for the sake of lifting up the earth (from water). (40) Anxious to get rid of his 
son, Prahrada, the beloved of Lord Visnu (the Protector of both Brahma and Siva), 
Hiranyakasipu inflicted on him tortures of various kinds in order to bring about his death, but 
could not kill with (all) his devices that perfectly tranquil boy, who had identified himself with 
all living beings, looked upon all with the same eye, and was invested with a divine 
glory. (41-42) 
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Then (in the next birth) they were born as a pair of Raksasas (ogres), the tormenters of 
all the worlds, Ravana and Kumbhakarna (by name), sons of the sage Visrava by KesSini. (43) 
In order to redeem them from the curse the Lord slew them in that birth too, assuming the 
form of Sri Rama (a scion of Raghu). You will hear about the valour of Sri Rama from the lips 
of the sage Markandeya, O king ! (44) Those very Raksasas (Ravana and Kumbhakarna) 
were born (again) in the Ksatriya race as SiSupala and Dantavaktra (sons of your maternal 
aunts). Their sins (in the shape of their impure bodies that were guilty of offence against the 
Lord) having been destroyed by the discus (Sudargana) of Lord Sri Krsna, they have now 
(at the end of three incarnations) been redeemed from the curse (of Sanaka and his three 
brothers). (45) Having (first) been exalted to the state of absorption into the immortal Lord 
(Sri Krsna) through contemplation intensified by constant enmity, they (eventually) returned 
to the (divine) presence of Sri Hari as attendants of Lord Visnu. (46) 
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Yudhisthira submitted : How did intense hatred come to be developed (in the mind of 
Hiranyakasipu) towards his high-souled and beloved son (Prahrada)? (Also) tell me, O 


glorious sage, the circumstances under which exclusive devotion to the immortal Lord 
sprang up in the heart of Prahrada. (47) 
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Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the Introduction to the story of 
Prahrada, in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse Il 
HiranyakaSipu rids his mother (Diti) of her grief (caused by the death of his 
younger brother, Hiranyaksa) 
ARG STI 

mada fared eiton mega foaeig we wee yeti 2 | 
ame Ae ee Bel: weberaee: | aaeel aaa Pie gore 2 | 
PUSS AGET qaaaypegqe: | yeqra 9 wea «amanda! 3 | 
a mM aaactn feqieae aetiaeem wile agi we sami | 
fasfaa wa qa: Ger weates: quer ad faery om fami & | 

aoutet & afaa: deci uifetren efter | aaaeeres: | & | 
Ta wea | «idiediee: | ar STeeaThea: 1 © | 
apoiaiea akon seo ai nie ade wat a mae: 12 | 
afer eset AB HAAS aaa fen sa years fem fealwa: 1 < | 
waa «ya wa fasenadear qe AUSTRIA AA: 120 | 
feyfiairare amt wine: garitatiftyaat we aS TTR! 
aa aa fen meat aar anism: fea: id a wave aa wtoaa aga eR 


Narada replied’: On his (younger) brother (Hiranyaksa) having been slain thus (through 
seeming partiality towards the gods) by Sri Hari, who had assumed the form of a boar, 
Hiranyakasipu (the elder brother), O king (Yudhisthira), felt agonized with anger and grief.(1) 
Whirling with rage, he closely bit his lips; nay, with his eyes burning through anger he gazed 
intently at the sky, which looked misty (due to the smoke issuing from those fiery eyes as it 
were) and spoke thus. (2) With a frowning aspect, terrible to look at because of his fearful 
teeth and fierce glances, and raising up his trident, he spoke as follows to the Danavas 
(assembled) in his court. (3) O Danavas and Daityas, hullo Dwimurdha (lit., a two-headed 
monster), Tryaksa (a demon with three eyes), Sambara, Satabahu (a demon with a hundred 
arms), Hayagriva (one endowed with a horse's head), Namuci, Paka, Ilwala, Vipracitti, 
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Puloma, Sakuna and others, listen all tomy word and then letit to be carried out at once; there 
should be no delay. (4-5) My beloved and devoted (younger) brother (Hiranyaksa) has been 
caused by the petty enemies (the gods) to be slain at the hands of Hari (the god Visnu), who, 
though impartial, has been won over to their side through services (rendered to Him). (6) With 
the copious blood of that god—who, though all effulgence (in essence), assumed the 
semblance of a wild animal (boar) through a deceptive trick and has relinquished his (very) 
nature (impartial character), nay, who follows anyone who adores him and is (therefore) 
fickle-minded as a child—when his head has been severed by my spear, | shall gratify (the 
spirit of) my blood-thirsty brother and be (thus) relieved of my agony. (7-8) When that wily 
adversary* (in the person of Visnu) has been disposed of, the gods (the denizens of heaven), 
whose (very) life is Visnu, will wither away like the boughs on a tree whose roots have been 
cut off. (9) Meanwhile resort you to the earth, made prosperous by the Brahmanas (the 
sacerdotal class) and the Ksatriyas (the ruling and warrior class) and exterminate those 
engaged in austerities, sacrificial performances and the study of the Vedas, observing 
sacred vows and practising charity. (10) God Visnu depends for his existence on the rituals 
of the twice-born, being Yajfia (worship) personified and an embodiment of righteousness. 
He is the ultimate resort of the gods, the Rsis (seers), the manes and other living beings and 
the final goal of righteousness. (11) Repairto each such territory where there are Brahmanas 
(lit., the twice-born), cows, the (four) Varnas (grades of society) and (four) ASramas (stages 
in life) and rituals. Set fire to them and cut them (their trees etc.) to pieces. (12) 
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Reverently bowing to the aforementioned command of their lord (Hiranyakasipu), the 

demons (who were fond of bloodshed) began to oppress the people accordingly. (13) They 
burnt towns and villages, cow-pens and gardens, corn-fields and parks, hermitages and 
mines, farmers' hamlets, villages at the foot of mountains and stations of herdsmen and 
(even) cities. (14) Some (of them) demolished with spades bridges, defensive walls and city- 
gates; while others, with axes in their hands, cut down (fruit-bearing) trees which served as 
ameans of livelihood (to the people). And (still) others burnt down the dwellings of the people 
with flaming brands. (15) When the people were thus oppressed again and again by the 
followers of Hiranyakasipu (the lord of the Daityas), the gods deserted heaven and 
wandered over the earth unperceived (by the demons). (16) 


faurefquig: wae efeai per waded aqua ie! 

sem wat ys Yas genie ved eteaqnatee 2c! 

woe sore fee a aad fri sme Gree Fee FAT IRR | 
Having offered water and other oblations to (the spirit of) his deceased (younger) brother 
(Hiranyaksa), Hiranyakasipu, who felt (very) miserable (himself), comforted his brother's 
sons—Sakuni, Sambara, Dhrsta, Bhitasantapana, Vrka, Kalanabha, Mahanabha, Hari$masru 
and Utkaca. (17-18) Knowing as he did what was appropriate to a particular time and place, 


* The expression ‘=2f¢3’ (which has been split up in the above translation as ¢< - s1¢4) may also be taken as a compound 
word and interpreted as ‘sé fed z= 2:’' (a fellow whose actions are of a puzzling nature). 
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he addressed the following to (them as also to) their mother (and his own sister-in-law), 
Rusabhanu, as well as to Diti, his (own) mother, in soft words, O lord of men ! (19) 
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HiranyakaSipu said : Mother, O mother, sister-in-law and sons! You ought not to lament 
the hero (Hiranyaksa). The death of the brave in front of their enemy is praiseworthy and (as 
such) coveted (by them). (20) The dwelling together in this world of created beings (first) 
collected at one place (under one roof) and (then) separated by Providence on account of 
their (past) actions, is (just) like the gathering of men in a shed (on the roadside) containing 
a reservoir of water (for the wayfarers), O virtuous mother ! (21) The soul is eternal 
(deathless) free from decay, taintless, omnipresent, all-knowing and transcendent. It 
assumes bodies (of various kinds), procuring the (numerous) objects of senses by its own 
Maya (ignorance). (22) (Just) as due to (proximity to) a running stream the trees (standing 
motionless on its edge and reflected in it) appear as though moving and (even) as due to 
one's rotating eyes the earth (around) appears to revolve, so when the mind is agitated by 
the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), the soul, whichis really unagitated (free from the morbid 
feelings of grief etc.), acquires homogeneity indeed with the mind, O blessed one, so 
that, though (really) detached from body etc,. it appears as if endowed with a body and so. 
on. (23-24) To identify with the body the self, which has no connection (whatsoever) with a 
body—this is the perversion of the soul. (And) it is from such identification that there ensues 
its union with agreeable objects and separation from disagreeable ones and vice versa, 
(egoistic) action and (consequent) transition from one embodied state to another, birth and 
death, grief of various kinds, mentioned in the scriptures, want of discrimination between 
matter and spirit and so on, anxiety and forgetting the aforementioned distinction (even 
though having known it once). (25-26) On this subject the wise narrate the following ancient 
legend too in the form of a dialogue between Yama (the god of retribution) and the relations 
of a deceased person. (Please) listen to it. (27) 
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In the Usinara territory there lived an illustrious king Suyajfia by name. He was killed by 
the enemies ina battle andhis kith and kin sat around him even as he lay on the field of battle, 
stained with blood and biting his lips in anger, his jewelled armour smashed, his ornaments 
and wreaths of flowers fallen off (from his person), his heart pierced through with an arrow, 
his hair thrown about (in disorder), his eyes sunk deep, his lotus face covered with dust and 
his weapons and arms cut into pieces. (28—30) 
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Closely observing their husband, the lord of the Usinaras, reduced to such a (pitiable) 
plight by Providence, the queens felt (much) distressed. Violently beating their breast with 
their hands again and again and exclaiming "We are lost. O lord !" they dropped down beside 
his feet. (31) Weeping loudly and bathing the lotus-feet of their beloved husbend with their 
tears, tinted reddish with the saffron paste on their breasts, and causing grief in the heart of 
men, the ladies wailed piteously, their locks and jewels loosened and displaced : (32) "Alas, 
by the pitiless Providence, O lord, you have been reduced to a state (of existence) beyond 
the range of our sight ! Once the life-giver (support) of the Usinaras (the inhabitants of this 
land), you have now been made by Him the augmenter of their woes. (33) How can we, O 
ruler of the earth, live without you, our dearest friend, who were disposed to appreciate 
whatever was done to you (by way of service)? (Therefore,) permit us, servants of your feet, 
O brave one, to follow you to the place where you will go." (34) While they lamented as 
aforesaid, clutching their dead husband and unwilling to have him carried out for cremation, 
the sun actually sank below the horizon. (35) On hearing the lament of the relations of the 
deceased monarch, it is said, Yama (the god or retribution) himself appeared there in the 
form of a child and addressed them (as follows). (36) 
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Yama said : Oh the infatuation of these, my superiors in age, who clearly perceive the 
course of the world (the inevitability of death for everyone that is born) ! Though themselves 
alike in nature (equally mortal), they bewail in vain the man who has returned to the source 
(the Unmanifest) whence he came ! (37) Ah, most blessed are we that have no anxiety 


(whatsoever) and who are not being devoured by wolves and other carnivorous animals, 
though weak and forsaken here (in this world full of woes) by our parents (who were 
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recognized as responsible for our protection) ! For, He alone is the protector (everywhere), 
who protects us in the (mother's ) womb (where there is nobody to look after us excepting 
the Lord). (38) The wise, O ladies, call the animate and inanimate creation a (mere) plaything 
in the hands of that (very) Lord who creates it by (sheer) will, who alone, all-powerful as He 
is, protects it and who, though imperishable (Himself) destroys it. He (alone) is competent 
to maintain and dissolve it. (39) A thing protected by destiny remains intact even though 
dropped on the road; while that which is consigned to destruction by (an evil) fate perishes 
even though staying at home. A forlorn creature watched over by Providence survives (even) 
in the forest : while he whose doom is decreed by Providence will not survive though guarded 
at home. (40) 
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The bodies (of living beings) of every description come into being and perish at the 

appointed time due to a variety of Karmas determining their species. The spirit, however, 
which is altogether different (from the body), is not bound by the laws relating to the body even 
though dwelling in it. (41) This body is born (as something identical with the spirit) due to the 
ignorance of the Jiva, though (as a matter of fact) it is different (from the Jiva) because it is 
perceived (as such) and is material (too) as a house. Like an object made up of aqueous, 
earthy or fiery atoms, the body, which is made up of the atoms of water, earth and fire (put 
together) gets transformed in course of time and (ultimately) perishes. (42) (Just) as fire 
(though) existing in pieces of wood is observed to be distinct (from them as having the 
capacity to burn and illuminate things), nay, (even) as the air, though existing (everywhere) 
in the body, appears as existing separately (in the different parts of the body such as the 
mouth and nostrils), and (just) as ether, though pervading everywhere, does not cling to any 
substance, so the spirit, (which is) the foundation of all products of matter (such as the body 
and the senses) is distinct (from them). (43) 
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Indeed, O fools, here lies (the body called) Suyajfia, that you lament. He (however) who 
was the hearer and the speaker in this body could never be seen even before. (44) Nor is 
the great vital principle—(which inspires all the Indriyas and) which is (therefore said to be) 
the foremost—the hearer or the speaker. As for the soul, which (while remaining) in a body 
is endowed with the senses (perceives the various sense-objects through the different 
senses), is (altogether) different from the (said) vital principle as well as from the body (both 
of which are devoid of consciousness). (45) The (aforementioned) all-pervading spirit, that 
is different from the body, accepts (as identical with it) bodies (of various kinds)—(both) high 
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and low and characterized by the (five subtle) elements, the Indriyas (the five senses of 
perception and the five organs of action) and the mind—and (in the long run) even actually 
gives up such identification by force of its own discrimination. (46) Action proves to be a 
source of bondage only so long as the soul stands identified with a subtle body. From such 
identification follow the perversion of the (all-blissful) Soul and (the attendant) misery, which 
are (however both) conceived in illusion (and not real). (47) To look upon the (three) Gunas 
(their products in the shape of pleasure and pain arising from the contact of the senses with 
their objects) or speak of them as real—this is a false prepossession. Like a fanciful 
conception or a dream every sensuous pleasure is unreal. (48) Hence the knowers of Truth 
grieve neither for that which is abiding nor for that which is transient in this world. Nor can 
the nature of those who are given to grieving be changed. (49) 
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A certain fowler, who had been created (by God) as a (veritable) death (as it were) for 
birds, spread his net in a forest and employing (all sorts of) allurements, caught them 
wherever he could. (50) A pair of fork-tailed shrikes was seen moving about there. Of them 
the female bird was precipitately allured by the fowler. (61) Subject to the control of Time, 
the said female bird got entangled in the meshes of the net. Sore afflicted to see her thus 
involved in (mortal) danger, yet incapable (of doing anything), the helpless male bird 
bewailed (the lot of) his miserable mate out of affection (as follows):— (52) "Oh, what will the 
mighty yet merciless Providence do with my wretched wife, pitiable in everyway and grieving 
for my miserable self ? (53) Rather let the Deity take me (as well); (for) what is the use to me 
of this wretched half body, surviving miserably and dragging a desolate existence (when the 
other half in the form of my mate has been snatched away by Him)? (54) My youngs of poor 
luck (keenly) await in the nest (the return of) their mother. How shall | (be able to) nourish 
those motherless little ones still unfledged?" (55) Hidden close by and impelled by Death, 
the same fowler pierced with an arrow the male shrike (too), sore with separation from its 
beloved mate and wailing thus, its throat choked with tears. (56) Not foreseeing your own 
death and lamenting your husband in this way, you foolish women will not (be able to) get 
him back even in hundreds of years. (57) 
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HiranyakaSipu went on : While the child was thus discoursing, all the relations of king 
Suyajfia felt astonished and realized everything as transient and unreal. (58) Having 
narrated this (legend), Yama (the god of retribution) disappeared on that very spot. The 
relations of Suyajfia too performed what was conducive to his future (other-worldly) 
good.(59) Hence don't you grieve for another nor even for yourselves. Apart from the 
preconceived notion distinguishing one's own self from another, which is nothing but 
ignorance, what distinction is there between one's own self and another or again between 
one's own possession and that belonging to another in the eyes of embodied souls in this 
world ? (60) 
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Narada continued : Hearing this speech of Hiranyakasipu (the lord of the Daityas), Diti 
(his mother) along with her daughter-in-law (the widow of Hiranyaksa, his younger brother) 
instantly gave up sorrowing for her son (Hiranyaksa) and fixed her mind on the (highest) 
truth.(61) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled “Diti rid of her sorrow", 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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HiranyakaSipu asks a number of boons (of Brahma, 
who is pleased with his austerities) 
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Narada resumed : Hiranyakasipu, O king (Yudhisthira), (now) wished to make himself 
invincible, free from old age and death and the sole monarch of the three worlds, having no 
rival. (1) Inthe valley of Mount Mandara he practised asceticism of the severest type, keeping 
(both) his arms lifted up and his gaze fixed on the sky, and touching the ground with his great 
toes. (2) With the (dazzling) splendour of his matted locks he shone as the sun with its rays 
at the time of final dissolution. While he was (thus) practising austerities, the gods (that had 
been dislodged from their home took advantage of his absence and) returned to their 
(respective) abodes. (3) The smoky fire of asceticism sprung from the crown of his head 
spread on all sides and began to scorch the higher and the lower worlds as well as the 
intermediate region. (4) The rivers and the oceans swelled; the earth with its (seven) main 
divisions and mountains shook; stars and planets shot out (from their respective positions) 
and (all) the ten directions flamed forth. (5) Scorched by that fire, the gods left heaven and 
went to the realm of Brahma and submitted to the creator (as follows):—"Tormented by the 
asceticism of Hiranyakasipu (the chief of the demons), O god of gods, O lord of the universe, 
we can no longer stay in heaven. (Pray,) devise some remedy againstit, O perfect one, if you 
think fit, before the worlds that bear tributes to you perish, O universal lord ! (6-7) The 
following is his avowed purpose in practising the austerities so hard to perform. Although it 
is not unknown to you, yet listen to what is being submitted (by us). (8) 'Having evolved this 
mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate) creation by virtue of his devotion to asceticism 
and Yoga (contemplation), Brahma (the supreme deity) occupies his abode (Satyaloka), 
higher than all (other) spheres. (9) Through increasing devotion to austerities and Yoga 
(concentration of mind) and because time and the soul are eternal, | shall likewise secure 
that very position for myself. (10) By (sheer) strength of asceticism | shall change the world 
order (by exalting sin and depreciating virtue and by driving away the gods and the Rsis to 
the subterranean regions and placing the demons in the higher spheres) so completely as 
to make it (look altogether) different from what it was before. What shall | do with other 
spheres such as the realms of Visnu and so on, which are destroyed by Time at the end of 
a Kalpa* (the period covering the entire life of the three worlds)?' (11) We hear of his 
resolution in this behalf and it is with this intention that he has undertaken austerities of the 
severest type. (Kindly) do yourself at once what is advisable (under the circumstances), O 
lord of the three spheres ! (12) Your supremely exalted position, O lord of the universe, is 
conducive to the growth, happiness, prosperity, protection and triumph of the Brahmanas 
and the cows. (If he succeeds in replacing you, there is no hope for the Brahmanas and the 
cows.)" (13) 
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Thus addressed by the gods, O king (Yudhisthira), and accompanied by the sage Bhrgu, 
Daksaand others, the glorious Brahma (the self-born) wentto the hermitage of Hiranyakasipu 
(the lord of the Daityas). (14) (At first) he did not find the Daitya, who was covered all over 
with ant-hills, grass and bamboos and whose fat, skin, flesh and blood had been consumed 
by ants. (15) Brahma (who was mounted on a swan) was (later) amazed to see him scorching 


* Even though the divine abode of Lord Visnu and other manifestations of the Supreme. Deity are all eternal, 
Hiranyakasipu regards them as limited by time because of his perverted intellect, which showed him everything upside down. 
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the worlds with his asceticism, like the sun wholly screened by clouds, and spoke laughingly 
(as follows). (16) 
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Brahma said : Arise, arise, O son of KaSyapa ! May good betide you; you have achieved 
your purpose through austerities. (It is therefore that) |, the bestower of boons, have come 
over to you ! Any boon desired by you may (now) be asked. (17) | have witnessed this 
extraordinary and marvellous stamina of yours, that your body having been eaten away by 
gnats, your life actually hangs an your bones (alone). (18) Neither did the former sages 
practise such asceticism nor will the coming ones do it. Indeed, who can support life 
without water for a hundred celestial years (or 36,000 human years)? (19) Through this 
perseverance of yours, (which is) hard to practise even for those who have controlled their 
mind. | have been conquered by you, intent as you are on austerities, O delighter (son) of 
Diti. (20) Therefore, | bestow on you all your desired blessings, O chief of the demons. My 
sight, immortal as | am, cannot go in vain for you, a mortal. (21) 
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Narada continued : Having spoken thus, Brahma (the first-born deity) sprinkled the 
demon, whose body had been eaten away by ants, with the water of his Kamandalu (a water- 
pot made of wood or the hard shell of a coconut)—water which was supernal (in substance 
and of unfailing virtue. (22) From the ant-hill covered by bamboos, he then emerged like fire 
from fuel, endowed with potency of mind, keenness of the senses and strength of body, 
perfect in all limbs, possessed of an adamantine frame, youthful and brilliant as molten 
gold.(23) Perceiving the god Brahma (who was mounted on a swan) standing in the air, the 
demon greeted him with his head resting on the ground, transported with joy at his sight. (24) 
(Then) rising with joined palms in a suppliant posture and gazing at the powerful god with 
unwinking eyes, he offered (his) praises in faltering words (as follows) with tears of joy (in 
his eyes) and hair standing on end. (25) 
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HiranyakaSipu said : Hail to the all-pervading Supreme, the Ground of (the three modes 
of Prakrti, viz.,) Sattva, Rajas and Tamas (the principles of harmony, activity and inertia 
respectively), who—self-effulgent as He is—manifests (again) by His native splendour this 
universe, enveloped at the end of a Kalpa (the life-time of the three worlds) in blinding 
Tamoguna evolved by Time, and who by His own Self—associated with the (aforesaid) three 
Gunas—creates, protects and destroys it. (26-27) Salutations to the First Cause, who is an 
embodiment of both (scriptural) knowledge and wisdom and who has (objectively) 
manifested Himself in the form of the vital airs, the Indriyas (the five senses of perception and 
the five organs of action), the mind and intellect and the (five gross) elements (which are 
modifications of the five subtle elements). (28) (Itis) You (who) rule over the mobile (animate) 
and immobile (inanimate) creation with the Prana (the life-breath), the foremost of the five 
vital airs, and are (thus) the lord of created beings. (Nay,) You are the Controller of their 
reason and consciousness (the modification of reason) as well as of the mind and the 
Indriyas and are (thus) supreme, being the ruler of the (five gross) elements and their 
properties (viz., sound, touch, sight, taste and smell), the internal senses (viz., the mind, 
intellect, reason and ego) as well as of (their) cravings. (29) Through Your body in the form 
of the three Vedas and the science of rituals conducted with the help of four officiating priests 
(viz., Hota, Adhwaryu, Udgata and Brahma) You popularize the seven types of sacrificial 
performances (namely, Agnistoma, Atyagnistoma, Uktha, Sodagi, Atiratra, Aptoryama and 
Vajapeya). You are the Soul as well as the Inner Controller of (all) embodied beings; for You 
are omniscient, indivisible, without beginning or end and unlimited (in space). (30) You alone 
are the unwinking Time and (as such) shorten the duration of life of (all) men-by Your divisions 
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such as a Lava (the sixteenth part of the twinkling of an eye). (Nay,) You are the immutable 
Self, occupying the most exalted position, birthless and all-pervading, the Life-giver and 
Controller of the (entire) animate creation. (31) There is nothing apart from You, cause or 
effect, mobile or immobile; nay, all the branches of knowledge (such as the Vedas and 
Upavedas) and sciences auxiliary to the Vedas (Grammar and so on) are Your bodies; for 
You are (no other than) Brahma (the Infinite) holding the (entire) universe (in the form of a 
golden egg) within You, existing beyond Prakrti (consisting of the three Gunas). (32) This 
visible universe, O all-pervading Lord, is (nothing but) Your physical Body, with which You 
enjoy the objects of the senses, the vital airs and the mind, though continuing in Your most 
exalted state; while You are (as a matter of fact) the unmanifest Spirit and the most ancient 
Person (the Inner Controller of all). (33) Hail to that almighty Lord (viz., Yourself), endowed 
with the faculties of illumination and obscuration (both), by whom in His infinite and 
unmanifest state all this stands pervaded. (34) If you will confer on me (my) desired 
blessings, O Chief among the bestowers of boons, let not my death occur at the hands of (any 
of the) living beings created by You, O Lord. (35) Let there be no (fear of) death (to me) 
indoors or outdoors, by day or by night, even from anyone else (than those beings of Your 
creation) and even through weapons, neither on earth nor in the air and neither from men 
nor from animals. Nor should | meet my death at the hands of animate or inanimate beings, 
gods, demons or great serpents. (Also be pleased to) grant me the boon of having no 
adversary in battle as well as undisputed lordship over (all) embodied beings, (towering) 
glory like Your own in the midst of all the guardians of the spheres and unfailing mystic powers 
enjoyed by those who have risen to pre-eminence through austerities and concentration of 
mind. (36—38) 


Thus ends the third discourse entitled “HiranyakaSipu asks a number of 
boons (of Brahma)", in Book Seven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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HiranyakaSipu's atrocities and Prahrada's virtues recounted 
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Narada began again : Thus solicited and pleased with the asceticism of Hiranyakasipu, 
Brahma then conferred on him boons which are most difficult to obtain. (1) 
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Brahma said : These boons, my child, which you seek of me, cannot be easily secured 


by living beings. Nevertheless, | confer (on you), O dear one, those very boons though (so) 
difficult to obtain. (2) 
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The glorious and mighty Brahma of unfailing grace thereupon returned (to his abode), 
worshipped by Hiranyakasipu (the foremost of the demons) and being (still) extolled by the 
lords of created beings. (3) Having thus secured boons (desired by him) and acquiring a 
golden (effulgent) form, the demon (Hiranyakasipu) nursed a grudge against the Lord, 
constantly recollecting as he did the death (at His hands) of his (younger) brother 
(Hiranyaksa).(4) Having completely subjugated all the (four) quarters as well as the three 
spheres (heaven, earth and the intermediate region) and having conquered and brought 
under control the gods and demons, rulers of men, Gandharvas (celestial musicians), birds 
of the species known by the name of Garuda (secretary bird) and serpents, Siddhas (a class 
of demigods endowed with mystic powers from their very birth), Caranas (celestial bards) 
and Vidyadharas (heavenly artistes), Rsis (seers), the chiefs of the manes, Manus 
(progenitors of mankind, each presiding over a Manvantara), the lords of the Yaksas 
(another class of demigods), Raksasas (ogres) and Pisacas (goblins), the leaders of the 
Pretas (evil spirits) and BhUtas (ghosts) as well as the rulers of all other species of living 
beings, the great Asura (Hiranyakasipu), who had (thus) conquered the (whole) universe, 
now usurped the thrones of guardians of the (various) spheres along with their glory. (5—7) 
He established himself in heaven, (which is) enriched with the beauty of the celestial garden 
(known by the name of Nandana), and took up his residence in the palace of the mighty Indra, 
built by Viswakarma (the architect of the gods) himself, the abode of the wealth of all the three 
worlds and rich in all luxuries, where there are stairs of corals, floors of most precious 
emeralds, walls of crystals and rows of pillars of cat's-eyes, canopies of various designs.and 
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wonderful workmanship, thrones of rubies and beddings white as the foam of milk and 
fringed with festoons of pearls, and where celestial ladies possessed of charming teeth 
and producing a sweet sound with their jingling anklets here and there see their pretty faces 
(reflected) in the pavements of precious stones. (8—11) In that palace of the great Indra 
revelled the mighty and proud Hiranyakasipu, who had conquered (all) the worlds and was 
(now) their sole monarch, (nay,) whose feet were respectfully tended by gods and 
others severely oppressed by him and who ruled with a strong and iron hand. (12) Upon him, 
O dear one—who remained inebriate with a strong-smelling wine and whose coppery eyes 
ever kept rolling (through intoxication), (nay,) who was a reservoir of austerity, Yoga 
(concentration of mind) and strength of body and acuteness of the senses—waited with 
presents (of various kinds) in their hands all the protectors of the worlds barring (of course) 
three (viz., Brahma, Visnu and Siva). (13) Him, who had occupied the throne of the great 
Indra by (sheer) force, glorified (the celebrated Gandharvas) Viswavasu and Tumburu and 
singers such as myself (Narada). (Nay, other) Gandharvas and Siddhas as well as seers, 
Vidyadharas and Apsaras (celestial nymphs), O son of Pandu, extolled him again and 
again.(14) Propitiated by men belonging to the different Varnas (grades of society) and 
Aéramas (stages in life) through sacrifices with liberal gifts, he alone appropriated (all) the 
sacrificial offerings by his own might. (15) The earth consisting of its seven Dwipas (principal 
divisions) yielded to him (all) its produce unploughed; even so heaven showered (on him) 
everything desired; while the sky presented many a wonderful phenomenon. (16) The 
(seven) oceans (lit., reservoirs of precious stones of various kinds), full of salt water, wine, 
clarified butter, sugar-cane juice, curds, milk and pure water respectively, as well as the rivers 
falling into them (which are spoken of as so many wives of the oceans in view of the fact that 
each of the seven oceans is presided over by a male deity who has a number of wives each 
presiding over a river) bore (to him) heaps of jewels on their waves. (17) Mountains provided 
him with a pleasure-ground in the shape of their valleys, while trees bore him (excellent) 
flowers and fruits in all seasons. (And) he singly possessed (usurped) all the distinctive 
qualities (functions) of the guardians of the (various) spheres. (18) Having thus conquered 
(all) the (four) quarters, the demon (who was the undisputed sovereign of all the three worlds) 
did not feel satiated even though enjoying as he pleased his beloved objects, since he had 
not been able to subdue his senses and mind. (19) 
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In this way a considerable time slipped past Hiranyakasipu, who, having been subjected 
to an execration by the Brahmanas (Sanaka and his three brothers), was (not only) arrogant 
and drunk with power and pelf, but violated (the injunctions of) the Sastras (holy books). (20) 
Unnerved by his stern rule and finding no shelter elsewhere, the inhabitants of all the worlds 
along with their guardian deities resorted to the immortal Lord (Visnu) for protection. (21) 
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(They prayed as follows :-) "Salutation be to that quarter where resides the almighty Sri Hari, 
the Universal Spirit, and on reaching which the pure-hearted recluses of tranquil mind do not 
return (to the mortal plane)." (22) With their mind and intellect (duly) controlled and rid of (all) 
impurities, they waited upon Lord Visnu (the Controller of the senses) with the aforesaid 
prayer, remaining without sleep and subsisting on air (alone altthe time). (23) A voice without 
(any trace of the speaker's) form and deep as the rumbling of clouds, was heard by them, 
filling the quarters with its echo and bringing with it assurances of safety to the righteous :(24) 
“Do not be afraid, O jewels among gods; may good betide you all ! My sight (as well as the 
hearing of My voice) is undoubtedly conducive to the attainment of all blessings for created 
beings. (25) The wickedness (tyranny) of this vile demon is (already) known (to Me) and | 
shall put an end to it. (Please) wait till then. (26) When hatred develops in the mind of an 
individual towards the gods, the Vedas, the bovine race, the Brahmanas and (other) pious 
souls, nay, towards righteousness and Myself, the fellow surely perishes before long. (27) 
When the demon seeks to harm his own high-souled son, Prahrada, who is free from 
animosity and extremely calm, | shall slay him, even though he is powerful by virtue of boons 
(bestowed on him by Brahma)." (28) 
ARE Sava 


sal STS a yong fede: i sada udm Ot oregt ami2e! 
Narada continued : Thus addressed by Lord Visnu (the Preceptor of the universe), and 


bowing down to Him, the denizens of heaven, who were (now) free from anxiety, returned 
and accounted the demon (already) slain. (29) 
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Four most marvellous sons were born to that ruler of the Daityas. Prahrada, (who was) 
a votary of exalted souls, was pre-eminent among them (all) in point of virtues. (80) Devoted 
to the Brahmanas, rich in amiability and true to his word, he had his senses under control and 
was the unique beloved friend and the greatest well-wisher of all living beings as their own 
self. (31) Like a servant he bowed low at the feet of the venerable; like a father. he was kind 
to the poor; he was affectionate like a brother to his equals and looked upon his elders as 
God Himself. Though endowed with learning, wealth, personal charm and high birth, he was 
altogether free from pride and arrogance. (32) Always unperturbed at heart in the midst of 
calamities, he had no craving for sense, objects seen or heard of, since he looked upon them 
as unreal. He had not only controlled his senses, breath, body and intellect, but he had 
thoroughly conquered his desires (too); though a demon (by birth), he had relinquished the 
characteristics of a demon. (33) The qualities of exalted souls (present) in him, O king 
(Yudhisthira), are constantly imbibed by the wise and are not obscured even now (at this 
distant date), any more than the excellences present in the Lord. (34) Even gods, his 
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enemies, O king, treat him as a model (of virtue) in their assemblies holding discourses on 
the lives of pious souls ! What wonder, then, that others, like you should do it ? (35) It is futile 
(indeed) to recount his excellences which are innumerable. The greatness of Prahrada, in 
whom could be seen a natural affinity for Lord Vasudeva, is (only) hinted at (in the following 
words). (36) 
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Having laid aside playthings even as a child, Prahrada, who looked like a dunce by 
reason of his mind being (fully) absorbed in the Lord, and whose soul was possessed by Lord 
Sri Krsna as though by some spirit, did not view the world as such (as it appears to worldly 
men, but as full of Sri Krsna). (37) Sitting or walking, eating or drinking, lying down or 
Speaking, he was never conscious of these acts, finding himself constantly folded in the arms 
of Lord Govinda (the Protector of cows). (38) Now he would cry (in agony at the sudden 
disappearance of the Lord), his mind overwhelmed with the thought of Lord Visnu; now 
(when the Lord appeared again) he laughed and full of delight at His thought he would now 
sing His praises at the pitch of his voice. (39) Now he shrieked with open throat and now he 
would dance Casting all bashfulness to the winds (as it were). Now imagining himself to be 
(none else than) the Lord and completely merged in Him, he imitated His doings. (40) 
Enraptured by the thought of having become one with Him, he would now sit mute with the 
hair on his body Standing erect and his half-closed eyes brimful with tears of joy brought by 
constant love. (41) By devoted service to the lotus-feet of the Lord of excellent renown, 
obtained as a reward of the fellowship of devotees Claiming nothing as their own, he not 
only brought supreme felicity to himself but also soothed the mind of others (other Daitya 
boys who were his fellow-students), miserable through evil inclination (attachment to the 
pleasures of sense). (42) It was such an illustrious and high-souled son, a great devotee of 
the Lord, O Yudhisthira, that Hiranyakasgipu sought to harm. (43) 
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Yudhisthira submitted : O celestial sage of excellent VOWS, We are anxious to know 
from you wherefore Hiranyakasipu (Prahrada's father) actually inflicted suffering on his 
innocent and righteous son (Prahrada). (44) Fathers fond of their sons do admonish their 


‘efractory sons in order to correct them; but in no case do they persecute them as an enemy 
would. Much less would they oppress obedient and pious sons like Prahrada, who look upon 
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their father as a deity. (Pray,) remove this curiosity of ours, O holy one, as to how the hatred 
of the father for his son was directed towards the latter's death, my lord ! (45-46) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse forming part of the narrative of Prahrada, 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Narada began again : We are told that the glorious sage Kavya (Sukracarya) was 
chosen by the demons to (fill) the office of their priest. (Hence) his two sons, Sanda and 
Amarka, lived close to the palace of Hiranyakasipu (the ruler of the Daityas). (1) They taught 
(all) subjects that were worth teaching to Prahrada—who had been sent (to their house) by 
the king (Hiranyakasipu) and, though (yet) a child, was skilled in reasoning—as well as to 
other children of the Asuras. (2) He listened to and immediately reproduced what was taught 
to him by his teacher there; but at heart he did not approve of it, based as it was on the false 
notion distinguishing a friend from a foe. (3) Placing his son (Prahrada) on his lap, one day, 
Hiranyakasipu (the ruler of the Asuras), O Yudhisthira (son of Pandu), addressed him :— 
"Tell me, my child, what you regard as good (for you).” (4) 
Yele Jaa 
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Prahrada replied : For (all) embodied souls whose mind is ever disturbed with the false 
ideas of 'I'and ‘mine’, | hold this to be good, O chief of demons, that having abandoned one's 
home, which degrades one's soul, and is just like a well whose mouth is hidden, one should 
go to the woods and take refuge in Sri Hari. (5) 
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Naradacontinued : Onhearing the words of his son (Prahrada), full of faithin Lord Visnu 
(who belonged to the hostile party), the demon (Hiranyakasipu) laughed and said :—"The 
intellect of youngsters is perverted by the machinations of others. (6) Let the child be properly 
guarded, so that his intellect may notbe perverted by Brahmanas devoted to Visnu andliving 
incognito at the preceptor's residence." (7) 
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Summoning Prahrada, who had (now) been brought back (from the royal palace) to their 
residence, the (family) priests of the Daityas praised him (by way of encouraging him and 
winning his confidence) and duly questioned him in a soft language and in coaxing words (as 
follows):—(8) Child Prahrada, may good betide you: speak the truth and do not tell a lie. 
Whence this perversion of your intellect, which is not to be found in other boys (your 
companions)? (9) (Please) tell (us) your teachers, anxious as we are to hear (the truth), O 
delight of your race, whether the aberration of your mind has been brought about by others 
or it has come about by itself. (10) 
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Prahrada replied : Hail to that almighty Lord, by whose Maya (delusive potency) has 
been brought about the false notion that he is ons's own and he is another, which is 
observed (only) in men whose mind is deluded (by that Maya). (11) When Heis propitious, 
(it is then alone that) the false notion in men, embracing the distinction that "another is he 
and another am |", which is generally found in beasts, is dispelled. (12) That (supreme) 
Spirit Itself is described (by the wise) as one whose ways cannot be easily comprehended 
by those that are labouring under the misapprehension that "he is my own and he is 
another", and in whose quest even (great) exponents of the Veda such as Brahma (the 
creator) get bewildered. Indeed it is He who is responsible for (changing my outlook and 
making it universal). (13) (Just) as iron, O holy one, moves of itself (without any ostensible 
Cause or purpose) in the vicinity of a magnet, so is my mind unaccountably drawn towards 
Lord Visnu (who holds the discus, Sudargana, in one of His four hands). (14) 
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Narada went on: Having said this much to the Brahmana (his preceptor), Prahrada (who 
was possessed of a lofty mind) stopped speaking. Reprimanding him, that poor Brahmana 
(who was a servant of the king) then angrily said :— (15) "O bring (me) a cane! The boy is 
bringing us into disrepute. The fourth expedient of punishment (alone) has been prescribed 


(in the Sastras) for this silly chap, who is proving to be the (very) ruin of his race. (16) He is 


668 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 5 


EERE AAA EAAEA TAREE AAA EEAAEARARE A SSESAELERERERLE RES HEALER LAE ERE LS HASHES 


PEKKA HAHHESHRL EHR HHA SHESSSLEMUALELS Se eee OOOO 


born a veritable thorny bush in the forest of Diti's sons, who are like So many sandal trees. 
(Nay,) the urchin has served as a handle to the axe, in the form of Visnu, cutting at the root 
of that forest." (17) Thus intimidating him with threats and various other expedients, the 
preceptor taught Prahrada only texts dealing with the first three objects of human pursuit 
(viz., earthly possessions, gratification of the senses and religious merit). (18) Thinking that 
the boy had mastered the four expedients worth knowing (viz.., expostulation, gift, coercion 
and sowing seeds of dissension), the preceptor later on ushered the boy, when he had been 
washed and adorned by the mother, into the presence of Hiranyakasipu (the ruler of the 
Daityas). (19) Greeting with benedictions the child fallen at his feet, the demon kept him 
folded in his arms for a long time and derived supreme gratification (thereby). (20) (Then) 
placing the infant on his lap and smelling its head (out of affection) and bathing it with tears 
(of joy), he spoke as follows to the boy, whose face was beaming (with delight), O 


Yudhisthira. (21) 
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Hiranyakagipu said : Prahrada dear, repeat (to me) something excellent that you 
have learnt from your teacher all this time, O long-lived one, and which you have fully 
mastered.(22) 
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Prahrada replied : (1) Tohear the names, praises and stories of Lord Visnu and (2) chant 
them, (3) to remember Him (as well as His names and stories), (4) to wait upon Him, (5) to 
offer worship and (6) salutation to Him, (7) to dedicate one's actions to Him, (8) to cultivate 
friendship with Him and (9) to offer one's own body as well as one's dependants and 
belongings to Him—if Devotion marked by these nine features is practised by a man as 
something already offered direct to Lord Visnu, | reckon that (such Devotion) to be the highest 
(form of) learning. (23-24) Hearing this observation of his son (Prahrada), Hiranyakasipu 
then spoke to the son of his preceptor (Sukracarya) as follows, his lips quivering through 
rage:— (25) "O vile Brahmana, having espoused the enemy's cause and disregarding me 
whatis this nonsense that the child has been taught by your wicked self, O fool ? (26) Indeed 
there are in this world impious souls who have assumed a deceptive garb and whose 
friendship is of a vicious (most unreliable) type. Like the malady* of the sinful, their mischiéf 
comes to light (only) at the proper time." (27) 
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* We find the following Smrti-text quoted in the commentary of Sridhara Swami :- 
eR AA A] QUT: VASSTH: | aT | HAST Ga EIST: I 
"The murderer of a Brahmana suffers (ina future incarnation) from the fell disease of consumption; a (habitual) drunkard 


comes to have discoloured teeth; he who has (ever) stolen gold comes to have diseased nails and he who has violatea the 
bed of his own teacher is afflicted with leprosy (after he has suffered tortures in hell and fs born again as a human being)." 
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The preceptor's son replied : This son of yours, O enemy of Indra, is saying something 
which has neither been taught by me nor by anyone else. This view is natural with him, O 
king! (Pray,) curb your anger and do not lay the blame at our door. (28) 
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Narada resumed : Thus replied to by the preceptor, the demon addressed his son 
(Prahrada) again: “If this vicious idea of your's has not been imbibed from the mouth of your 


preceptor, whence has it come, O inauspicious one?" (29) 
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Prahrada submitted : The mind of those who are devoted to their home (worldly 

activity), (nay,) who (repeatedly) fall into the hell-like whirlpool of transmigration because of 
their unsubdued senses and are engagedin enjoying over and over again the pleasures they 
have already enjoyed (in this as well as in previous lives), does not get attached to Lord Sri 
Krsna either by itself or through (the exhortation of) others or (even) through mutual efforts. 
(30) Indeed they whose mind is impure (attached to the pleasures of sense) and who, like 
the blind led by another blind man, esteem (only) those regarding the external (worldly) 
objects as their (only) aim (in life) are unable to realize Lord Visnu, the goal of those who 
recognize Him as the supreme object. (On the other hand,) through actions (done from 
interested motives) they remain bound (like so many oxen) to the rope of the Lord, in the 
shape of His Word (the Veda), with numerous (individual) strings in the shape of different 
denominations (Brahmana and so on).(31) The mind of these (people) fails to approach the 
feet of Lord Visnu (possessed of infinite strength)—the object of approaching which is to get 
rid of evil (in the form of transmigration)—so long as it does not seek a bath in the dust of 
feet of exalted souls who claim nothing as their own. (32) 
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Hiranyakasipu, whose intellect had been blinded by wrath, threw his son (Prahrada) from 
his lap to the ground as soon as the latter stopped after uttering the aforesaid words. (33) 
Possessed by indignation and anger, and with bloods-shot eyes he exclaimed, "Let this boy 


be killed at once, deserving of death as he is ! Turn him out, O Raksasas ! (34) (Surely) he 
is responsible for the death of my brother (Hiranyaksa); (for) it is this vile fellow who, 
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abandoning his own kith and kin, worships like a servant the feet of Visnu, the slayer of his 
uncle. (35) Indeed, what good turn will this wicked boy do to Visnu either—the boy who yet 
an infant of five years has spurned the love of his parents, (so) hard to renounce ? (36) Even 
an enemy (whois) beneficent as a medicine is a (veritable) son; while an inimical son, though 
begotten by one's own body, should be shunned as a disease. (Nay,) one should amputate 
even that limb which is injurious to one's body (as a whole) and by removing which the rest 
of the body may servive in good health.(37) He should (therefore) be got rid of by all 
(possible) means—through (poisoned) food or (by disposing of him) when he is lying asleep 
or sitting (unguarded). (For) like the corrupt mind of a hermit he is our enemy, though 
masquerading as a friend." (38) 
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Actually commanded by the master (Hiranyakasipu), those demons, who had sharp 
teeth, fearful faces and coppery beards and hair and had spikes in their hands, struck 
Prahrada, who was sitting (still), with spears in all (his) vital parts, emitting hideous yells and 
shouting "Cut him down ! Rend him asunder !!" (39-40) Like the commendable acts of an 
unlucky fellow, their blows proved of no avail against Prahrada, whose mind was en rapport 
with the immutable and indefinable Supreme Deity, the Soul of the universe. (41) On that 
effort having been foiled, Hiranyakasipu (the ruler of the demons) felt greatly alarmed and 
resorted with pertinacity to (various) devices of despatching the boy, O Yudhisthira ! (42) 
When (however) the demon failed to get rid of his sinless boy by means of the elephants 
guarding the (four) quarters, serpents and destructive spells, by hurling him down (from great 
heights), employing conjuring tricks, confining him (in caves etc.) and administering poison, 
(nay,) by starving him, exposing him to frost, winds, fire and floods and even crushing him 
under rocks, and could not lay his hands on any (other) means to dispose of him, he was 
plunged in the deepest anxiety. (43-44) (He said to himself,) "The boy was reproached by 
me in a number of ways and devices were (also) employed to kill him. But (lo !) he escaped 
(unhurt) from all those mischiefs and destructive spells by virtue of his own glory. (45) Though 
standing close to me anda child yet, the fellow is really undaunted in mind and powertul (too). 
Like Sunahgepa* he will not forget my wrongs (and is sure to retaliate sooner or later). (46) 
Possessed of infinite glory and fearing none, he is immortal (to all appearance). My death 
will surely follow as a result of hostility to him. Or else it may not occur (at all). (47) 
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*Sunahsgepa was the second son of a sage, Ajigarta by name. Having been sold by his parents in favour of the famous 
king Harigcandra, the boy joined his father's enemy, the celebrated Viswamitra, and adopted the latter's line as his parentage. 
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To him, who sat with his face downward, his splendour having been blasted to some 
extent by his-anxious thought as aforementioned, Sanda and Amarka, the sons of the sage 
Usana (Sukracarya, the preceptor of the demon race), as the tradition goes, spoke thus in 
private:—(48) "You have conquered single-handed all the three worlds, whose guardians 
are frightened by the (mere) play of your eyebrows. Such as you are, we see nothing for you 
to be anxious about, O lord! Indeed the behaviour of children is no topic for judgment as good 
or bad. (49) Until, however, your preceptor (and our father), Sukracarya (son of Bhrgu), 
comes back, (please) keep the boy bound with the cords of Varuna (the god of water) so that 
he may not abscond through fear. A man's reason returns with (advanced) age as well as 
through the service of exalted souls." (50) 
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Having accepted the advice of the sons of his preceptor (Sukracarya), saying "Let it be 
so," HiranyakaSipu spoke as follows : "As a matter of fact, such duties (alone) should be 
taught to him as are proper to kings leading the life of a householder." (51) To Prahrada, who 
was not only modest but meek as well, O king (Yudhisthira), they always taught in the proper 
order only Dharma (the code of right conduct), Artha (the ways and means of producing and 
enhancing wealth), and Kama (the correct way of enjoying the pleasures of sense). (52) 
Prahrada, (however,) did not approve of the (aforesaid) three objects of human pursuit even 
when properly taught to him by his teachers, much less the teaching imparted by those who 
feasted their mind upon the objects of sense through feelings of attachment and aversion 
etc.(53) (One day,) when the preceptor was away (from the school) in connection with his 
household duties, he (Prahrada) was called there (for play) by the boys of his own age, who 
had (now) found time to make merry. (54) Answering their call in sweet words, Prahrada (who. 
was very wise and) who was aware of their devotion (to himself), then kindly addressed them 
as though smiling. (55) Laying aside (their) playthings out of respect for him, however, all 
those boys, whose judgment had not (yet) been vitiated by the precepts and actions of those 
who delighted in sense-enjoyments through feelings of attachment and aversion etc., sat 
round him, O king of kings, with their heart and eyes fixed on him; and the Asura (Prahrada), 
who was an eminent votary of the Lord and who was (most) compassionate and friendly 
(towards them), spoke to them (as follows). (56-57) 
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Thus ends the fifth discourse, forming part of the narrative of Prahrada, 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse VI 
Prahrada's teaching to the demon boys 
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Prahrada said: In this (human) life a wise man should practise virtues conducive to God- 
Realization in his very childhood; (for) birth as a human being alone bestows on us our 
desired object, (viz., lasting happiness), and (yet) such birth is obtained with (great) difficulty 
andis transient too. (1) The only course advisable for a man in this world is to betake himself 
to the feet of Lord Visnu; for He is the ruler and the beloved friend, nay, the very Self of all 
created beings. (2) Like suffering, sensual pleasure (too), O Daityas, is obtained by 
embodied beings in every birth by force of destiny without any effort through (mere) 
connection with a body. (3) No effort for (the acquisition of) such pleasure should (therefore) 
be made; (for) from such effort follows mere waste of (one's) life. (Moreover,) in that way one 
does not attain to the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu (the Bestower of Liberation), the Source of 
supreme bliss. (4) Therefore, having fallen into (the whirlpool of) transmigration (the root of 
all fear), aclever man should strive for (the attainment of) blessedness while the human body 
is yet sound and does not perish. (5) Indeed a hundred years is reckoned to be the (full) 
length of a man's life. Half of it (viz., fifty years) is of no use to aman who has not been able 
to subdue his mind; for, consigned to blinding ignorance (in the form of sleep) he remains 
lying down (in idleness) during the night. (6) (Out of the remaining fifty years) twenty elapse 
in (the form of) infancy, when the fellow remains steeped in ignorance, and in (the form of) 
boyhood, when he remains absorbed in play; and (another) twenty years roll by in (utter) 
helplessness, when his body is in the grip of senility. (7) The rest (of his life) actually passes 
away in (gross) negligence, when the man remains attached to his home through desire 
which cannot be easily sated and through overwhelming infatuation. (8) 
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What man whose senses have not (yet) been conquered can hope to liberate his own 
self, attached to his home and bound with the powerful cords of affection ? (9) Who indeed 
can give up the thirst for wealth, which is coveted more than life itself and which a thief as 
well as a servant and a merchant purchases even in exchange for his most beloved life? (10) 
With his mind attached to his relatives and bound by the affection of lisping children, how can 
a man forgo the private company and sweet friendly counsel of his sympathetic wife? (11) 
Remembering his sons and those beloved daughters (living at their father-in-law's place), 
brothers and sisters as well as his helpless (decrepit) parents, and dwellings provided with 
abundant articles of attractive furniture, hereditary vocations, animals and servants, how 
can he renounce them ? (Nay,) pursuing actions (of different categories) out of greed (for 
rewards of various kinds) like a silk-worm (which builds a nestin which it gets imprisoned due 
to its leaving no outlet from it) and thinking highly of the pleasures relating to sex and the 
palate, how can he feel disgusted with them, his desires remaining (still) unsated and his 
infatuation knowing no bounds? (12-13) Fond of his family, the careless fellow does not 
perceive his life wearing away in the endeavour to maintain his family nor his (real) purpose 
(in the shape of God-Realization) frustrated; and even though his mind remains afflicted by 
the three kinds of agony everywhere, he never gets sick of them. (14) Though knowing the 
sin attaching here as well as hereafter to the man misappropriating others' wealth, the 
householder whose mind is ever intent on (accumulating) riches nevertheless takes away 
others’ wealth, his senses being uncontrolled and his desires unsatisfied. (15) Indeed he who 
has a differential outlook, regarding this as his own and that as belonging to another, is not 
able to realize the Self while maintaining his family in the aforesaid manner, Oscions of Danu, 
even though he may be learned (in the Scriptures). (On the other hand,) he is likely to enter 
the dark region (of hell) even like a deluded person. (16) Since none who is extremely 
passionate and a (veritable) toydeer for the diversion of lustful women, in whom are forged 
fetters in the form of offspring, is ever and anywhere capable of liberating his soul, therefore, 
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avoiding from a respectable distance, O Daityas, the company of the Daityas, who have set 
their mind on the objects of senses, take refuge in Lord Narayana, the most ancient Deity; 
(for) He (alone) is the final beatitude sought for (even) by those who have given up 


attachment (for everything). (17-18) 
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Indeed there is not much exertion to him who is engaged in propitiating the immortal Lord, 
O children of the Asuras, He being the very Self ofall created beings and present everywhere 
in this world. (19) In (all) created beings, high and low, commencing from the immobile 
creation (the vegetable kingdom) and culminating in Brahma (the creator), nay, in (all) 
material products as well as in the (five) gross elements, in the (three) Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti), in Prakrti (Primordial Matter, which is nothing but a state of equilibrium of the three 
Gunas) as well as in the Mahat-tattva etc., (which constitute a mixture of the three Gunas in 
uneven proportions) exists the one and only one transcendent Spirit, the almighty and 
imperishable God. (20-21) Though really indescribable and undifferentiated Himself, He can 
be hinted at as all-pervading in the form of the subject and as pervaded in the form of the 
objective universe. (22) The supreme Lord consisting of absolute consciousness and bliss, 
He is realized as having His divinity concealed by Maya (His deluding potency), which gives 
rise to the material creation. (23) Therefore, giving up the demoniac disposition, show 
compassion and friendliness to all created beings, whereby is pleased Lord Visnu (who is 
beyond sense-perception). (24) When that infinite Being, the Cause of all, is pleased, what 
is there that cannot be attained? And whatis the use of our worrying over religious merit etc., 
which are attained in this world of their own accord (without any effort) through modification 
of the three Gunas (in the form of destiny moulded by one's past actions); and what is the 
use of hankering after final beatitude (which lies beyond the three Gunas) to us who enjoy 
the nectar of His (lotus) feet and are (ever) singing His praises? (25) The triad which has been 
spoken of (in the Vedas) as the three objects of human pursuit—viz., religious merit, worldly 
riches and sensuous enjoyment—as well as the science of Self-Realization, the science of 
rituals, logic and political science and the diverse means of earning one's livelinood—all this 
subject-matter of the Veda | regard as true, (only) if it enables one to offer one's self to the 
supreme Person, one's Inner Controller. (26) (The divine sage) Narayana, the (eternal) 
Companion (and Brother) of (the sage) Nara (His divine Counterpart), it is said, taught this 
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well-known and pure wisdom—which cannot be easily attained—to (the sage) Narada. It 
can (however) be (easily) attained by (all) embodied beings who have bathed themselves 
inthe dust of the lotus-feet of those exclusively devoted to the Lord, and claiming nothing 
as their own. (27) This knowledge with the immediate apprehension of truth as well as the 
pure (innocent) cult of Devotion to the Lord was received by me in the past through hearing 
from the mouth of the sage Narada, who has seen the Lord (with his own eyes). (28) 
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The sons of the Daityas said : Prahrada, you as well as we know no other teacher 
except these two sons of Sukra (the preceptor of the Daityas) and indeed these two have 
been our masters ever since we were mere infants. (29) (And) association with an exalted 
soul (like Narada) was (most) difficult when you were an infant (shut up) within (the four walls 


of) the gynaeceum. Resolve our doubt, O gentle one, if there is any (valid) ground for giving 
credence to your words. (30) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, forming part of the Narrative of Prahrada 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Narada resumed : Questioned thus by the Daityas' sons, the Asura (Prahrada), that 


great devotee of the Lord, smilingly addressed them (as follows), calling to mind my teaching 
(to him). (1) 
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Prahrada began : Our father (Hiranyakasipu) having left for Mount Mandara to practise 
austerities (and having been eaten away by white ants), Indra and the other gods launched 
@ great military campaign against the Danavas, saying: “Fortunately (for us) the evil one 
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(Hiranyakasipu), the scourge of the world, has been eaten away by his own sin as a serpent 
by ants." (2-3) Perceiving their mighty undertaking and being struck by the gods, the terror- 
stricken Asura generals, who were all anxious to save their life, hastily fled in every direction, 
paying no heed to their wife and children, friends and relations, houses, animals and other 
household goods. (4-5) Desirous of victory, the gods looted the king's residence; while Indra 
(the ruler of the gods) even seized the queen, my mother. (6) Narada (the celestial sage), 
who came there by chance, saw her being taken on the road, trembling with fear and crying 
like a female osprey. (7) He peremptorily said, "You should not take this innocent lady, O lord 
of divinities ! Leave, leave, O blessed one, the good woman, who is another's wedded 
wife."(8) 
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Indra replied : There is in her womb (in the form of an embryo) the formidable seed of 
Hiranyakasipu (the enemy of the gods). Let her (therefore) stay (in my captivity) till (the time 
of) delivery. | shall let her go when | have achieved my object (by killing the new-born 
babe).(9) 
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Narada said : He (the child in her womb) is not only (absolutely) sinless but a great 
devotee of the Lord and eminent by his own qualities. This mighty servant of Lord Visnu will 
not meet his death at your hands. (10) Thus addressed (by Narada) and accepting the advice 
of the celestial sage, Indra left her (my mother) and going round her (as a mark of respect) 
out of devotion to me (the beloved of the eternal Lord), returned to heaven. (11) 
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Then the sage took our mother with due honour to his own hermitage and, comforting her, 
said, "Stay here, my daughter, till the return of your husband." (12) She too signified her 
assent in the words "So be it !" and lived near the celestial sage, free from all fear, so long 
as my father (the ruler of the Daityas) did not cease from his terrible austerities. (13) For the 
well-being of her embryo (myself) and in order to deliver it at the desired moment (after the 
return of her husband) the virtuous and pregnant lady waited upon the sage in that hermitage 
with supreme devotion. (14) 
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In order to assuage her grief and for my sake too the compassionate and powerful sage 
imparted (to her instruction in) both the essence of religion (in the shape of Devotion to the 
Lord) and pure wisdom (discrimination between the Self and non-Self). (15) That teaching, 
however, disappeared from the mind of my mother due to (the inordinate) length of time (that 
has since elapsed) and because of her womanly nature. Its memory has not (however) left 
me, the favoured of the sage, even to this moment. (16) That devotion and wisdom can take 
root in you too if you give credence to my words. Through faith such sense as is proficient 
in uprooting the feeling of identification with the body etc. can appear even in women and 
children as it has dawned on me. (17) Through the agency of Time, which is by its very nature 
capable of bringing about transformation, the six well-known states of being commencing 
with birth (viz., birth, existence, growth, ripeness, decay and destruction) are seen in relation 
to the body (so long as it is connected with a soul) and not in relation to the soul, just as they 
are observed in the fruits of a tree (so long as they exist on the tree, and notin the tree itself, 
which stands comparatively longer). (18) The Spirit is eternal, free from decay, taintless, one 
(without a second), the knowing subject, the ground (of everything), changeless, self-seeing 
(self-effulgent), the cause (of the universe), all-pervading, unattached and having no sheath 
(of Maya). (19) With the help of these twelve transcendent characteristics of the Self a wise 
man should give up the false notion of 'l'and 'mine'—sprung from ignorance—with reference 
to the body and persons and things connected with the body. (20) Just as a goldsmith 
acquainted with the process (smelting etc.), of extracting gold from its ore is able through 
those processes to find gold in the ore existing in gold mines, so is a man well-versed in 

the science of the Spirit able to discover the (true) nature of Brahma in the bodies (of the 
various Jivas)—which are so many fields (as it were)—through the (diverse) processes of 
ascertaining the true nature of the Self. (21) 
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(Out of the total number of categories into which the entire creation has been ultimately 
resolved) by teachers (of the science of the Spirit, the sage Kapila and others) eight (viz., 
Prakrti or primordial Matter, the Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence, the ego 
and the five subtle elements) have been declared to be the causes: three (viz., Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas) are as a matter of fact only modes of Prakrti (and therefore not distinct from it); 
sixteen (viz., the five senses of perception, the five organs of action, the mind and the five 
gross elements) are modifications and the Spirit is spoken of as one because of its 
connection with all (as their witness). (22) Of course, the body, (which is) a concatenation 
of all (these), is of two kinds—mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate). It is here (in the 
dody) that discarding everything else as ‘not this’, the Spirit, should be sought for by men 
coolly reflecting on the creation, continued existence and dissolution of the universe with a 
mind purified (rendered acute) through reasoning (both) on the lines of Anvaya (the all- 
pervasiveness of the Spirit) and Vyatireka (the distinctness of the Spirit from everything 
else). (23-24) Wakefulness, dream and deep sleep—these are the (three) functions of the 
ntellect. (And) he alone by whom they are (directly) cognized is the transcendent Spirit, the 
witness (of all material phenomena). (25) By means of these modifications of the intellect, 
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(which are) products of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas respectively) and the 
result of actions, and which are rejected (as attributes of Matter) one should ascertain the 
essential character of the Spirit (which is connected with these states) through its association 
with the intellect (as the very ground of the latter), even as one comes to know (the presence 
of) the air through the (different) odours (that are borne through it). (26) In fact, metempsychosis, 
which is perpetuated by the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and actions prompted by them, 
is brought about through the intellect. Though rooted in ignorance and (therefore) unreal, it 
is postulated as a dream. (27) 
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Therefore, the (very) seed (in the form of nescience) of actions prompted by the three 
Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) ought to be burnt by you. This is (what they call) Yoga (the 
highest achievement), which stops the functioning of the intellect. (28) Of the thousands of 
devices helpful to it, this alone has been recommended by the Lord, viz., the practice of 
virtues through which love may be duly and easily developed for the almighty Lord. (29) This 
can be accomplished by serving one's preceptor and by offering (to him) with devotion all 
that is got by one, nay, through the fellowship of pious devotees and worship of God, 
through reverence for stories of the Lord; by celebrating His virtues and exploits, through 
contemplation on His lotus-feet and through the sight and worship of His images and so 
on. (30-31) (Nay,) one should (as far as possible) duly gratify (the various) living beings with 
their objects of desire under the belief that the almighty Lord Sri Hari is present in all created 
beings. (32) In this way devotion to the all-powerful Lord Vasudeva is practised by those who 
have subdued the six senses (including the mind, the internal sense)—devotion through 
which one fully develops love (for Him). (33) 
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When, on hearing (accounts) of His (brilliant) achievements, incomparable virtues and 
heroic deeds wrought through His (various) forms assumed for sport, the devotee sings 
loudly with an open throat and in a voice choked with tears, shouts and dances, his hair 
standing on end due to excessive delight, nay, when he, like one possessed by an evil spirit, 
now laughs, now weeps, now sits in meditation, now greets the people and now, devoid of 
shame, exclaims: “O Hari! O Lord of the universe !! O Narayana !!!" with his mind fixed on 
the Lord (his very Self) and heaving a sigh every now and then, all his bonds get loosened 
at that time and his ignorance and latent desires are burnt; and his mind and body being 
attuned to Him through contemplation on His pastimes, the man attains to Lord Visnu (who 
is above sense-perception) by recourse to the highest device of Devotion. (4—36) The wise 
recognize (mental) communion with Lord Visnu as a (sure) means in this world of putting a 
stop to the cycle of birth and death in the case of an embodied soul of impure mind and they 
(further) recognize it as identical with the bliss of absorption into Brahma. Therefore, worship 
that Ruler of your heart in (the very lotus of) your heart. (37) What extraordinary exertion, 
O demon boys, is involved in the worship of Sri Hari, one's own Self and friend, (nay) present 
in one's own heart like the space there? What is to be gained through efforts for the 
acquisition of objects of senses, such efforts being common to all embodied creatures ? (38) 
Riches, wife, animals, sons and other relations, houses, land, elephants, treasury and 
luxuries (of various kinds)—(nay,) all kinds of wealth and enjoyments are momentary and 
fleeting. What delight can they afford to a mortal? (39) Similarly the well-known (ethereal) 
worlds earned by means of sacrifices are (also) perishable and excelled by other (higher) 
worlds and are not free from impurities either (because exciting envy in the minds of others). 
Therefore, with a view to Self-Realization, worship, with absolute devotion, the supreme 
Lord, in whom no fault is seen or (even) heard of. (40) 
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(Besides) a man accounting himself wise (also) invariably obtains results which are quite 
the opposite of the object aiming at which he performs actions in this world time and 
again.(41) The aim of a man given to action here is to secure happiness and freedom from 
misery. But he who was (formerly) filled with joy due to desirelessness ever reaps misery 
trough desire (afterwards). (42) The very body for which the Jiva (an embodied soul) 
nankers after enjoyments through actions performed from interested motives actually 
DSelongs to others (in that it is sure to be devoured by dogs and jackals, crows and vultures, 
* left uncared for after death) and (is something that) hugs the soul and (having served it for 
2 fixed time) departs (leaves it). (43) How much more so are one's progeny, wife, house, 
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wealth and so on or (in the case of a sovereign) one’s kingdom, treasury, elephants, 
ministers, servants and friends, that are connected with the Jiva only indirectly (through the 
body) and are treated as one's own (and not the very self) ! (44) Of what avail can these trifling 
things—which are sure to disappear with the body and are (veritable) evils, though appearing 
as something worth seeking—be to the soul, the very ocean of eternal bliss ? (45) (Just) 
consider what interest (enjoyment) can there be in this world, O demon boys, to the embodied 
soul, suffering through its (past) actions in all the stages commencing from conception (till 
death)? (46) With the body as its (obedient) servant the embodied soul undertakes actions 
(of various kinds, both good and evil) and with (the aforesaid) actiéns moulds a (future) body 
(and the circle goes on from birth to birth) inasmuch as both (actions as well as the body) 
proceed from ignorance. (47) Therefore, worship through desirelessness the desireless and 
almighty Sri Hari, your very Self, on whom (our) riches, enjoyments and pious acts 
depend.(48) Lord Sri Hari is the (very) Self, Ruler, beloved friend and Inner Controller of all 
living beings (whose bodies have been) fashioned by gross elements evolved (in their turn) 
by Himself. (49) Taking shelter under the feet of Lord Visnu (the Bestower of Liberation), a 
god, demon, human being or Yaksa and even a Gandharva (a celestial musician) bids fair 
to become blessed as |. (50) 
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Neither birth as a member of the twice-born classes, god or Rsi nor character nor 
versatility nor charity nor austerity nor the performance of sacrifices nor purity (of mind and 
body) nor sacred vows are conducive to the pleasure of Lord Mukunda, O Asura boys ! Sri 
Hari is propitiated through unalloyed Devotion (alone). All else is empty show. (51-52) 
Therefore, practise devotion, O Danavas, tothe almighty Lord SriHari, the Soul of all created 
beings, by treating every creature as though it were your very self. (53) For there are (many) 
Daityas, Yaksas and ogres, womenfolk, Sidras (members of the labouring and artisan 
classes), cowherds, birds, beasts and those living by sin that have attained immortality 
(through Devotion). (54) Exclusive devotion to Lord Govinda (the Protector of cows)—which 
is the same as beholding Him in every creature—this alone has been declared to be the 
highest interest (goal) of man in this world. (55) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse, entitled " (Prahrada's) Teaching to the Daityas' 
sons", forming part of the Narrative of Prahrada, in Book Seven of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
Lord Nrsimha extolled on the death of the demon king 
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Narada resumed: On hearing his (Prahrada's) exhortation all the Daityas' sons forthwith 
accepted it because of its faultlessness, but not the teaching of their preceptor. (1) Alarmed 
to perceive their mind intent on (the realization of) a single purpose (viz., devotion to the 
Lord), the preceptor's son thereupon quickly and correctly reported the matter to the king.(2) 
Hearing of that unwelcome misdemeanour on the part of his son (Prahrada), which was hard 
to bear, Hiranyakasipu made up his mind to dispose of his son, his limbs shaking under the 
impulse of anger. (3) 
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Reproaching in a harsh language Prahrada—who was not only (thoroughly) disciplined 
but was bent low with modesty and standing with joined palms and (as such) was (altogether) 
undeserving of such treatment—and regarding him with a wicked and crooked eye, the 
demon, who was cruel by nature, spoke (as follows), hissing (all the time) likea serpentstruck 
with the foot:—(4-5) "O unruly, stupid wretch, causing discord in our family, | shall despatch 
you this (very) day to the abode of Yama (the god of death)—you, who have grown (so) 
obstinate and have slipped away from my authority ! (6) By whose might, O fool, have you 
violated, like an undaunted person, the authority of one, viz., myself, before whom, when 
angry, (all) the three worlds, including their guardians, shake (with fear)?" (7) 
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Prahrada replied : He is unquestionably the strength not only of mine but yours as well, 
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O king, nay, of other powerful beings (too). It is He by whom (all) these (creatures), (both) 
high and low, animate and inanimate, commencing from Brahma (the creator), have been 
held under sway. (8) He is the (supreme) Ruler; He, the mighty Kala (Time-Spirit) and the 
(very) embodiment of organic and mental powers, physical strength and fortitude. The 
supreme Controller of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), itis He alone who creates, protects 
and devours (dissolves) the universe by means of His potencies (in the form of Rajas, Sattva 
and Tamas). (9) Abandon you this demoniac disposition of yours and keep your mind 
equipoised. There are no enemies other than an unsubdued and errant mind. For that (viz., 
maintaining the poise of the mind) constitutes the eminent and correct procedure of 
worshipping the Infinite. (10) Some regard the four quarters, the four intermediate points, the 
sky overhead and the subterranean regions below as conquered by themselves, without first 
having curbed the six marauding thieves (in the shape of the five senses of perception and 
the mind). (Indeed) whence can there be enemies, born of one's own ignorance, in the eye 
of the knowing and pious soul who has conquered his mind andis (thus) alike to all embodied 


beings ? (11) 
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HiranyakaSipu replied : "Evidently you are keen to die, now that you are bragging too 
much. For the words of those who are anxious to die, O slow-witted one, are sure to be 
incoherent. (12) Where is that Lord of the universe other than me, that has (just) been 
mentioned by you, O wretched one? If it is urged that he is (present) everywhere, wherefore 
is he not seen in the pillar (over there)? (13) | being all-in-all, here do | sever your head from 
your trunk, a braggart that you are. Let Hari, who is the asylum sought for by you, protect you 
today." (14) Thus tormenting again and again his son (Prahrada), that eminent devotee of 
the Lord, with abusive words (uttered) in anger, the great and mighty demon (Hiranyakasipu) 
sprang from his exalted seat, taking his sword, and knocked the pillar with his fist. (15) That 
very moment there rose in that pillar a most terrific crash, as a result of which the shell of the 
cosmic egg cracked (as it were) and on hearing which, as it reached the spheres of Brahma 
(the creator) and others, they for their part actually suspected the dissolution of their very 
abodes, O dear Yudhisthira ! (16) Displaying his valour in his anxiety to get rid of his son 
(Prahrada), he heard that unprecedented and weird sound; but he did not descry inside the 
court the source of that sound, due to which the leaders of the Asuras (the enemies of the 
gods) had got frightened. (17) 
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In order to substantiate the utterance of His servant and His presence in all objects, the 
Lord appeared in the (aforementioned) pillar of the court, assuming a queer form, which was 
neither of a beast nor of a human being. (18) Thus looking intently on all sides, he 
(Hiranyakasipu) beheld a being issuing forthwith from the interior of the pillar and said to 
himself, "He is neither a beast nor a human being. Oh, what may be this strange creature, 
bearing the form of a man-lion?"(19) Before (the eyes of) Hiranyakasipu, who was (busy) 
musing on that most terrible figure, visibly stood the Lord in the form of a man-lion. It had 
fierce eyes shining as molten gold and a face swollen with its dazzling hair and manes. (20) 
It had fearful teeth and a tongue waving like a sword and sharp as the blade of a razor, and 
looked (all the more) frightful because of its frowning aspect. Ithad erect and motionless ears 
and a gaping mouth and nostrils amazing as a mountain-cave, and excited terror with the 
parting of its jaws. (21) The body touched the (very) skies and it had a short thick neck, a 
broad chest and a slender waist; it was covered all over with hair white as moonbeams, was 
endowed with multitudes of arms extending on all sides and had claws that served as 
weapons. (22) Hard to approach (because of its terrible aspect), it had driven away the 
Daityas and the Danavas with all its own and other choicest weapons (such as the 
thunderbolt). "Surely enough this is (nothing but) an expedient thought out for my death by 
Hari, who is adept in many a conjuring trick. But what can be done by him, though fully 
prepared?" (23) 
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Thus murmuring and arming himself with a mace, Hiranyakasipu (who was a veritable 
elephant among the Daityas) rushed roaring towards Nrsirhha (the Lord appearing in the 
form of a man-lion). Fallen into the nimbus of Lord Nrsimha at that time, the said demon 
vanished like a moth fallen into a flame. (24) Indeed it was no wonder that the demon (who 
was darkness personified) should have disappeared into that Embodiment of Sativa 
(unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), who had of yore (at the dawn of creation) actually 
swallowed up the darkness (in the form of Tamoguna, which was responsible for the 
dissolution of the universe) by His own effulgence. Then, coming near, the mighty demon 
angrily assailed Nrsimha with his mace of tremendous force. (25) Nrsimha (who was no other 
than Lord Visnu, the Wielder of a mace) seized him even as he paced forward, mace in hand, 
justas Garuda (the son of Tarksya, nicknamed Kasyapa) would catch hold of a huge serpent. 
At that time the demon slipped from His hand, even as a serpent would from the clutches of 
Garuda sporting with it. (26) The divinities, including the guardians of all the spheres whose 
abodes had been usurped (by him) and who stood behind a curtain of clouds, O Yudhisthira 
(a scion of Bharata), regarded this as something not good. Believing Lord Nrsirmmha, from 
whose hand he had (just) escaped, to be afraid of his own prowess, the great Asura, who 
knew no fatigue in battle, encountered Him with vehemence, tightly grasping his sword and 
buckle. (27) Giving forth a shrill peal of laughter, rendered (more) terrific by a roar (that 
accompanied it), Sri Hari, who was possessed of extraordinary impetuousity, seized the 
demon, who was darting up and down with the swiftness of a hawk, brandishing his sword 
in many ways So as to leave no weak point, but whose eyes had (now) closed (due partly to 
his enemy's roar and laughter and partly to His dazzling splendour). (28) Throwing down, at 
the entrance (of the hall) on His thighs, the demon—who was impatient at having been 
caught and was wriggling all over, and whose skin had remained unscratched (even) by 
(Indra's thunderbolt)—(just) as a serpent would knock down a rat, Lord Nrsimha tore him with 
His claws in (mere) sport even as Garuda (the king of the birds) would tear a most venomous 
snake. (29) Licking with His tongue the corners of His gaping mouth, the Lord, whose frightful 
eyes were difficult to gaze at due to fury and whose manes and countenance had turned 
reddish, stained as they were with drops of blood, and who wore a garland of (the demon’s) 
entrails, shone as a lion would by having killed an elephant. (30) Casting off the demon, 
whose lotus-like heart had been split open by His pointed claws, the Lord, endowed as He 
was with a multitude of stout arms, slew with His nails, weapons and heels his bodyguards 
that had followed Him on every side in thousands with uplifted arms. (31) 


aay 8=86oae: «=e ag iB ferqprifes: | 
arene: seen faqayfigtesie ff fama: 1321 
STreTaT ear aAASeAT Seda sats erfaritfear 
de: wae ee are SG mE a W188! 


Dis. 8 ] BOOK SEVEN 685 


RHR HA AKA HAHAHAHAHAHA KALHHELHHAHLHLSHLEAAHHKSHA HL ECHL AA HHH LA BM He He Re EH A Be HERE RTH A Be BEER A Be Be He 


aa: aaa ae yaaa Ss fa 
aoa «a CT HAT 131 
Shaken by His hair, clouds began to scatter away and the planets were robbed of their 

lustre by His (very) glances. Tossed by His breath, the oceans grew turbulent and, frightened 
by His roar, the elephants guarding the quarters trumpeted. (32) The firmament was 
overcrowded with aerial cars thrown up (from below) by His hair and, sore pressed by His 
feet, the earth was shaken from its foundations. Mountains flew as a result of His rapid 
movement, while the sky and the quarters were eclipsed by His splendour. (33) Nobody 
dared approach the almighty Lord, who had then taken His seat on the excellent royal 
throne in the court and had collected His (consummate) brilliance (in that person), (nay,) who 
was (yet) furious, even though no adversary was visible, and wore a most dreadful 
countenance.(34) 
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Hearing that the celebrated Hiranyakasipu (the first and foremost son of Diti), the 
headache of (all) the three worlds, had been killed in a combat by Lord Sri Hari, celestial 
women, whose faces were blooming with an outburst of joy, sent down showers of flowers 
upon Him again and again. (35) At that time the sky was crammed with rows of aerial cars 
of heavenly beings eager to have a look (atthe Lord). The tabors and drums of the gods were 
then sounded; while the foremost of the Gandharvas (celestial musicians) sang and their 
wives (the celestial nymphs) danced. (36) Resorting to thatplace (the court of Hiranyakasipu), 
gods like Brahma (the creator), Indra (the ruler of the gods) and Lord Siva (who lives on Mount 
Kailasa), Rsis (seers), manes, Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystic powers 
from their very birth), Vidyadharas (heavenly artistes), mighty Nagas (serpent-demons, 
having a human face with a serpent-like lower end), the Manus (progenitors of mankind, each 
presiding over a whole Manvantara), Prajapatis (the lords of creation), Gandharvas, Apsaras 
and Caranas (heavenly bards), Yaksas (attendants of Kubera, the god of riches), Kimpurusas 
(another class of demigods), Vetalas (celestial minstrels) and accomplished Kinnaras (a 
class of demigods witha human figure and the head of ahorse and celebrated as musicians), 
as well as all those attendants of Lord Visnu such as Sunanda and Kumuda severally 
hymned Lord Nrsimha (the Man-Lion) of dazzling splendour, seated there, with the hollows 
of their palms joined together on the head and remaining at a short distance (from Him), O 
dear one ! (37—39) 
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Brahma said : | bow down to please the infinite Lord of wonderful prowess and holy 
deeds, whose potency is hard to fathom, (nay,) who duly carries on by way of His sport 
through the (three) Gunas (Sattva etc.) the creation, preservation and dissolution of the 
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universe and is (yet) undecaying by nature. (40) 
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Sri Rudra said : The end of a Kalpa (a thousand revolutions of the four Yugas) is the 
(proper) time for (venting) Your anger and (if it was directed towards Hiranyakasipu,) this 
puny demon has (already) been slain. (Pray,) protect his son (Prahrada), a devotee of Yours, 
who has approached You (for shelter), O lover of (Your) devotees ! (41) 
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Indra said : It is Your own shares (in the sacrificial offerings) that have been recovered 
by You, O supreme Lord, while protecting us; (for, seated in the hearts of us gods, it is You 
who enjoy all sacrificial offerings) ! (Nay,) the lotus of our heart, which is Your abode (You 
being our Inner Controller), and which had till now been possessed by this demon, has been 
opened by You. Oh, of what accountis this (sovereignty of the three worlds)— whichis (soon) 
going to be devoured by Time—in the eyes of those who are eager to serve You ? (Even) 
Liberation is not thought much of by them, O Lord Narasimha; of what use (then) are other 
objects (of human pursuit to them)? (42) 

HI HA: 
q qa: woe aaa aeneqered wast 
aq farepeaA WaT aa ACTA: 182 | 

The Rsis said : By this body assumed for the sake of protection (of Your devotees), O 
Guardian of those needing shelter, You have once more countenanced this day (the practice 
of) that supreme austerity (in the form of meditation) which You enjoined upon us, (nay,) 
which is Your own glory and by (recourse to) which, O most ancient Person, You evolved this 


(cosmos)—that lay merged in You—and which had been stopped by this fellow. (43) 
frat FF: 


srg asaya wad aa dieferasaivad frend | 
aearmaduiane 4 seq ae aa qerashaceirea sv 


The manes said: This fellow forcibly appropriated and enjoyed the reverential offerings 
(in the shape of balls of boiled rice etc.) given by our sons (and their descendants) and even 
drank the water with sesame seeds offered by them at the time of bath in sacred waters. Hail 
to that Lord Nrsirnha, the Protector of all righteousness, who recovered those offerings (as 
it were) from his abdomen, the omentum of which was split open by His claws. (44) 
fas FA: 
a of ona amimemeeeiq atta! 
aaed oa Fahd TH OT OT: CRE wu! 
The Siddhas said : You tore with Your claws this demon, proud of his numerous 
achievements, who, impious as he was, snatched by dint of Yoga (breath-control) and 


asceticism our mystic powers acquired through concentration of mind. To You as such we 
reverently bow, O Nrsimha ! (45) 
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feet YMINUATST aes away: | 
a Fa wes meat som: a fremivel 
The Vidyadharas said : Proud of his bodily strength and valour, this fool banned (the 
practice of) our art (of becoming invisible and so on) cultivated (by us) through concentration 
of mind on diverse objects. We ever bow low to the Lord, appearing in the form of a man-lion 
by way of sport, by whom the fellow has been killed in an encounter even as a beast. (46) 


a owe wi drat em a: qga-meae as AAI Axe! 

The Nagas said : Our salutation be to You, O Lord, who have afforded delight to our 
wives (who are jewels among women) by splitting open the breast of this wicked fellow, by 
whom they had been abducted and our jewels (too) wrested ! (47) 

FAT HF: 
mat ad aa feet fe fa ufayadaa: | 
Wat Ge: A seer: It ara a feng feerixe! 


The Manus said : We are Manus—(ever) disposed to do Your bidding—the bounds of 
morality fixed by whom were set at nought, O god of gods, by this demon. That wicked fellow 
has been made short work of byYou, O Lord! What can we do for You (now) ? (Pray,) instruct 
(us,) Your servants. (48) 


TANI BA: 
we ad a wanes a a4 sen a gat fafear: | 
a WwW wa fram Y wa wrasse aragdisaa: xe 


The Prajapatis said : We are Prajapatis (lords of created beings) evolved by You, O 
supreme Ruler ! This fellow, prohibited by whom we procreate no more progeny, surely lies 
(before us) with his bosom split open by You. Your descent, O Embodiment of Sattva 
(unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), is conducive to the good of the world. (49) 


TRA FA: 
aq fadt & severe arene aac ga: | 
a ow at wan anita feqeew: gee wed ito! 


The Gandharvas said : We, O almighty Lord, are Your dancers and singers in dramatic 
performances. This fellow, by whom we were brought into subjection by dint of valour, 
physical strength and organic power, has been reduced to this plight by You ! Can one who 
has taken to evil ways attain happiness? (50) 

IR Hy: 
@ wees?  vomcinie:iaae mageaesae: afta: 14! 

The Caranas said : We have (once more freely) taken shelter under Your lotus-feet, 
which rid one of transmigration, now that this demon a thorn in the heart of pious souls, has 
Deen disposed of by You. (51) 

qa FA! 
STEN: afer wats se fefrgas orf arena 
Bq wauhkad depd Aa a avet soda: usrat user ue 


The Yaksas said : We, who are well-known as the chief among Your servants by virtue 
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of (our) agreeable actions, had hitherto been reduced to the position of mere palanquin- 
bearers by Hiranyakasipu (Diti’s son). He, however, has (now) been put to death by You, O 
Narasimha, the Controller of the twenty-four categories* , knowing as You did the agony 
caused to the people by him. (52) 
PAE HA: 
aa fagered g vergen gat: aa poset vet fee: areafirdar ual 

The Kimpurusas said : We are Kimpurusas (insignificant creatures), while You are the 
almighty Supreme Person. This wretched fellow was no more (even) when he was 
reproached by pious souls. (53) 


aa «Ay Aas sat whet acai vedi mum 
ae ade yeaa ait fee eet wasemssaa: 14x! 


The Vaitalikas said : Celebrating as we did Your untarnished glory in assemblies and 
sacrificial sessions, we used to receive great honours (and handsome fees). This extremely 
wicked fellow, who had stopped it, has luckily been got rid of by You, O Lord, even as a 
malady. (54) 


eR Fa: 
ame feacomeaam fem fafseqaq ari: | 
wan Ra afkriscared athe aa fava A va iuel 
The Kinnaras said : We, hosts of Kinnaras, (who are) Your servants, O Master, were 


constantly made to do unpaid labour by this Hiranyakasipu (son of Diti). That wicked fellow, 
O Hari, has been slain by You. Make for our prosperity (henceforward), O Lord Narasimha.(55) 


PONG Hy: 
weed «8F BW Ft WE Aden) 
ast a fafirex ga faseqeee femoqzee faa: 14g! 
ofa Sead FEN TRAST Seca SAS Weleah casas Fees AEST: 121 
The attendants of Lord Visnu said : It is but today that this weird form of Yours, half 

lion, half man, which is a source of happiness to all the world, has been beheld by us, O Lord 
affording protection (to all) ! This demon was (none but) Your servant, cursed by the 
Brahmanas (Sanaka and others). (Hence) we know this death of his as an instrument of Your 
grace (on him). (56) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, entitled “Lord Nrsirha extolled on the death of Hiranyakasipu 
(the demon king)", forming part of the Narrative of Prahrada in Book Seven of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 


* Mola Prakrti (Primordial Matter), the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), Ahankara (the Ego), the five 
subtle elements, the ten Indriyas and the mind and the five gross elements: these are the twenty-four categories into which 
the whole range of objective existence has been broadly divided by the Sankhya system of philosophy. God or the Spirit, who 
controls ail these, is the tweny-fifth. This classification has been followed more or less by the other systems too. 
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SIM AAS: 


Discourse IX 
A Eulogy of the Lord (by Prahrada) 


ARG SarT 
we Wed: aa saesgta: | ager Wasa! 2 | 
wares: Stat sadgr amecert aepgagder a aera aig 2 1 
yee wee  salaheadhah ia seman afta afd sy 3 | 
aaft =A Uerdemadisda: iste yfa area vam fagaafe: 1 x | 
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saa. awe age cetfefaraisat Hae & | 

a THA ATTY: areas: | 

aan ae fade? eet erg: Ss feaegte: 1 & | 
aaah Wanted: | STeeat TS RTE: 1 © | 


Narada resumed: (Extolling the Lord) thus all the gods and other (heavenly) beings, led 
by Brahma (the creator) and Rudra (Lord Siva), dared not go near Him, possessed as He was 
by anger and (hence) most difficult to approach. (1) Sri (the Lord's own Consort and the 
goddess of beauty and prosperity) was personally sent by the gods (to appease Him). 
Perceiving that great wonder and full of misgiving (however), She dared not go near, the form 
having neither been seen nor heard of (by Her) before. (2) Brahma (then) sent Prahrada, 
standing close by, with the words; "Approach, dear one, and pacify the Lord, who has waxed 
angry at your father." (3) Uttering the words "So be it", and slowly drawing near, O king 
(Yudhisthira), the great child devotee (Prahrada) bowed down with his body (lying prostrate) 
on the ground and his palms joined together. (4) Overwhelmed with compassion on seeing 
the infant fallen at the soles of His feet, andlifting it, the Lord placed on its head His lotus hand, 
which has (ever) brought security to those whose mind is terribly afraid of the serpent in the 
shape of Time. (5) All (traces of) evil (in the shape of dormant desires or impressions left on 
the mind by good or evil actions of past lives) having been wiped out by the (most auspicious 
and sacred) touch of His hand and direct knowledge of the Supreme Spirit instantly revealed 
to him, Prahrada felt (supremely) gratified and with the hair of his body standing on end, his 
heart moistened (with love) and tears (of joy) in his eyes, he installed (an image of) His lotus- 
feet in his heart. (6) Perfectly composed, he extolled Sri Hari with a concentrated mind and 
in a voice choked with emotion, his heart and eyes fixed on Him. (7) 


Wele Jara 
Fale: Fon qAaisa feat: Wana saat Vare: | 
a Ga fe digndia a A eftemad: | c | 

SATS RTAT: PA AT: TTA SAAAT: | 
tl Ye it tinea ste 
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Te aefiandteastearismt gaa a ae A gq Bar: 1201 
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Prahrada said : Hosts of gods headed by Brahma, contemplative souls and wise men 
too, whose mind is solely devoted to virtue, knowledge and asceticism (products of Sattva) 
have not succeeded even to this day in propitiating Sri Hari through streams of prayers 
abounding in many qualities. Can He (then) be pleased with me, born of a ferocious race 
(the demon race)? (8) Wealth, pedigree, comeliness of form, asceticism, learning, keenness 
of the senses, splendour, glory, bodily strength, self-endeavour, intelligence and Yoga 
(concentration of mind or breath-control), | believe, are not sufficient for the propitiation of 
the Supreme Person. For (on the other hand) the Lord was pleased with the leader of a herd 
of (wild) elephants* through (mere) Devotion. (9) | account a pariah (a Candala)—who has 
dedicated his mind, speech, actions, wealth and life (itself) to Him—far worthier than a 
Brahmana that has turned away his face from (the worship of) the lotus-feet of Lord Visnu 
(who has a lotus sprung from His navel), though endowed with the (aforesaid) twelve 
attributes. (For) the former redeems his (whole) race, but not the Brahmana, (who is) full of 
inordinate pride (and therefore unable to redeem his own soul, much less his race). (10) This 
all-merciful Lord (present before me), who is sated with the realization of His own (blissful) 
nature, does not covet honour (worship) at the hands of His ignorant devotee for His own 
sake. (But He does it for the sake of the devotee himself.) For whatever honour the devotee 
offers to the almighty Lord redounds upon himself, (even) as the decoration of one's face is 
(immediately) reflected on its image (in a mirror, which cannot be decorated otherwise). (11) 


* Vide Disourses II to IV of Book Eight. 
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Therefore, with (all) my fear completely gone, | (hereby) celebrate with all my being and to 
the best of my understanding the greatness of the almighty Lord, by which, when praised, 
(even) a mean fellow, who has fallen into (the whirlpool of) mundane existence (a product 
of the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti) by force of Avidya (Nescience), is undoubtedly 
purified. (12) Indeed all these (gods), Brahma (the creator) and others, are Your devotees 
(who remember You with faith and love)—although (at present) they are afraid of You, the 
embodiment of Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas)—but not like us (demons, who 
though constantly thinking of You, look upon You as their enemy), O Lord ! (Besides,) the 
sport of the almighty Lord (in You) through (various) delightful descents (manifestations) is 
(only) conducive to the well-being and prosperity of this world as wellas to final beatitude.(13) 
Therefore, be pleased to hold Your anger, now that the demon (who excited it) has been slain 
by You (for the gratification of pious souls); (for) evena holy man rejoices over the destruction 
of a scorpion or a snake (which is conducive to its welfare). Nay, all the worlds, relieved as 
they are (at the death of Hiranyakasipu), await the withdrawal of Your anger. People will recall 
this form of Yours, O Nrsirnha, for being rid of fear (so that there is no more need of Your 
retaining this angry mood even for ridding Your devotees of fear hereafter). (14) (As for 
myself) | am not (at all) afraid, O invincible Lord, of Your (weird) form with a most frightful 
countenance and tongue, eyes (dazzling) like the sun, an overbearing frown and fierce teeth 
(jaws), manes crimsoned with blood, ears erect as wedges and claws that tear the enemy— 
the form which is adorned with a garland of intestines and whose roar terrifies the very 
elephants guarding the four quarters. (15) | am (certainly) afraid, O Lover of the miserable, 
of the formidable and terrible suffering involved in the cycle of transmigration, bound as | am 
with (the fetters in the shape of good and evil) actions of my own and thrown (as a 
consequence of such actions) in the midst of devouring (blood-thirsty) demons, O most 
shining One ! Pleased with me, when will You call me to the soles of Your feet, the abode 
of final beatitude? (16) Since, O infinite Lord, | have been wandering through all wombs 
(forms of birth), identifying myself with the body and other meterial sheaths (which are other 
than the Self) and scorched with the fire of grief born of separation from one's beloved objects 
and being placed in unpleasant situations, and since that too which is (universally) regarded 
as a cure for misery entails suffering, (pray,) tell me the method of serving You (which is the 
only means of ridding oneself of sorrow and of which | am utterly ignorant). (17) Thus 
instructed (in the art of service and blessed by You with the rare privilege of serving You) and 
enjoying the fellowship of enlightened souls that have taken shelter in Your feet, and 
completely and finally rid (through such fellowship) of attachment and other evils (the 
products of the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti), | shall easily tide over (make light of) 
obstacles (in the form of worldly calamities), constantly repeating, O Nrsirmha, the (soul- 
enthralling) stories—sung by Brahma (the creator himself)—of the (innumerable) sports of 
my beloved Friend and the Supreme Deity in You. (18) The parents are no protectors toa 
child in this world, O Nrsirnha ! a medicine is no remedy for an ailing person; and a vessel 
is no protection to a person drowning in the ocean (inasmuch as they are all seen to fail in 
numerous cases). Whatever is approved of here as an easy cure against some evil for an 
afflicted person proves effective only for the time being (and not forever), O Lord, in the case 
of embodied beings neglected by You. (19) Whatever being, high or low, and possessing a 
distinctive nature (Sattvika and so on), produces or transforms a thing; wherever, 
from whatever motive, whenever, with whatever instrument, from whatever source and 
howsoever he does it; (nay,) whatever he produces or transforms, whosesoever the thing 
(produced or transformed) is and by whomsoever he is prompted (to do so)—all that is You 
(and nothing other than You). (20) 
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Maya (Prakrti or primordial Matter) with her attributes (in the shape of Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas) thrown into activity by Kala (the Time-Spirit), representing the creative will of the 
Cosmic Being (a part manifestation of Yours), evolves the subtle body (chiefly consisting of 
the mind), which is a product of Karma (activity), is exceedingly powerful (hard to conquer) 
and full of (endless) latent desires, and constitutes the wheel of transmigration with sixteen 
spokes (in the shape of the mind, the ten Indriyas and the five subtle elements) provided by 
Nescience (which has no beginning). Who that is averse (not devoted) to You can cross over 
this wheel, O birthless One ? (21) As such You, who have by Your own energy (in the shape 
of Consciousness) ever kept under full control the properties of intellect (e. g., joy and sorrow, 
attachment and greed and so on) nay, who as Kala (the Director of Maya) have exercised 
full sway over the powers of both the effects and the causes, may (kindly) draw me, O 
omnipotent Lord, close to You—me who have been thrown by Nescience into this wheel of 
sixteen spokes and am being crushed thereby (as a sequel), and who have (now) sought 
Your protection.(22) The (inordinately) long life, riches and glory in heaven of all the 
guardians of the (different) worlds—which these (earthly) people (generally) crave for, and 
which were swept away by a mere play of my father's eyebrows, knit in the course of an angry 


laugh—have been seen by me. But (even) he has been disposed of by You. (23) Therefore, 
| do not covet those blessings, sought for by embodied beings—long life, wealth, glory and 
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sensuous pleasures, including those enjoyed by Brahma (the creator)—not even mystic 
powers, crushed by You in the form of the mighty Kala (Time-Spirit), knowing as | do their 
real worth. (Only be pleased to) place me by the side of Your servants. (24) How 
unsubstantial are the enjoyments (of this world), which are (only) pleasant to hear of and are 
of the nature of a mirage (tantalizing in character); and on the other hand, how frail is this 
body, the hotbed of all (kinds of) diseases ! (It is absurd to think of enjoying such pleasures 
through such a body.) Though knowing this, people do not feel disgusted with them, busy 
as they are quenching the fire of desire with drops of honéy (in the shape of trivial and 
momentary pleasures), (so) difficult to procure. (25) How undeserving of compassion, O 
Lord, am I, a creature of Rajas, born in this race of demons, characterized by an excess of 
Tamoguna; and how unsparing (on the other hand) is Your mercy, prompted by which You 
have placed on my head as a token of favour Your lotus hand, placed (heretofore) neither 
on Brahma's nor on Siva's nor again on Laksmi's head. (26) Surely such a notion of 
superiority and inferiority as that found in a worldly creature could not exist in You, the 
(disinterested) friend, nay, the very Self of the (entire) universe. Yet Your grace, like that of 
a celestial (wish-yielding) tree, could be secured only through devoted service; and the fruit 
(enjoyed by Your devotees) varies according to (the measure of) the service rendered by 
them, superiority or inferiority (of the devotee) having nothing to do with it. (27) Indeed how 
can | (afford to) give up the service of Your servants (devotees)—the self-same |, who was, 
O Lord, favoured by the celestial sage (Narada), after being accepted as his own, in this way 
(sO as to ensure Your grace even during the period of my gestation) while | was about to fall 
headlong through excessive fondness into the (deep) well of metempsychosis inhabited by 
a (deadly) python (in the shape of Death), following the example of people hankering after 
the pleasures of sense (generally sought after) and (already) fallen into it (in quest of such 
pleasures). (28) The act of rescuing of my life as well as the slaughter of my father was done 
by You, O immortal Lord, in order to vindicate the words of the sages (Sanaka and his three 
brothers), Your devotees, when, taking up his sword, my father (Hiranyakasipu), who sought 
to do violence (to me), said, "If there is any God other than me, let him save you; | (hereby) 
sever your head !" (29) Indeed You alone constitute this universe, since itis You who exist 
apart (from the world) at its beginning (before its creation) as well as at its end (after its 
dissolution) and (hence) at the middle (in the form of the universe too). Having evolved by 
Your Maya (creative will) this cosmos (which is a modification of the three Gunas or modes 
of Prakrti—viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), and forthwith entered it (as its Inner Controller). 
You appear as many (as its Creator, Preserver and Destroyer) through (association with) 
these Gunas. (30) This universe, consisting of (both) causes and effects, O Lord, is as a 
matter of fact the same as You; while You are different from it (existing as You do even before 
and after it). Because it is so, the notion that he is one's own and he is another is indeed 
meaningless and illusory. A thing is actually the same as that from which it originates and 
comes to light, in which it lives and into which it gets dissolved, just as a tree is essentially 
the same as its seed and a seed is identical with (its cause) earth (which is a product of and 
therefore identical with odour). (31) 
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Withdrawing (dissolving) this cosmos into Yourself by Yourself (of Your own free will), 
You repose in the Deluge water, enjoying the bliss which is Your very nature, and devoid of 
(all) activity. Having closed Your eyes (in that state) through Yoga (Self-absorption) and set 
aside sleep by Self-illumination, and existing in Your absolute nature (transcending the three 
states of wakefulness, dream and deep sleep), You cognize neither Tamas (ignorance, 
which is characteristic of deep sleep) nor the objects of senses (which are presented to one's 
mind during the states of wakefulness and dream). (32) This cosmos is an embodiment of 
that very Lordin You, who spurred into activity, by Your own energy in the shape of the Time- 
Spirit, the (three) modes of Prakrti (viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, which combine to produce 
this universe). (For) from Your navel—(even) as You reposed in water on the (cosy) bed of 
Ananta (the immortal Sesa, the serpent-god) and when Your trance came to an end—sprang 
up, like a banyan iree from a tiny seed, a huge lotus that had lain hidden in You (till then).(33) 
Sprung from that lotus, Brahma (the seer)—who failed to perceive anything other than that, 
and thought You, the seed, though pervading himself, to be outside his body—could not 
discover You, although he kept diving into the water for a hundred (celestial) years. Oh! how, 
on a sprout having shot forth, could one get at the seed ? (34) Utterly amazed (at not finding 
You) and perched on the lotus (once more), Brahma (the self-born), whose heart had been 
thoroughly purified in course of time through intense meditation, eventually discovered You, 
O Lord, in a most subtle form as pervading his own being—consisting of the (five gross) 
elements, the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) and 
the inner sense—even as a Yogi would perceive the most subtle odour pervading the 
earth.(35) Brahma (the creator) experienced (great) joy on seeing the Lord (in that subtle 
form) and in the same way on beholding the Supreme Person (the Cosmic Being), a 
manifestation of His own Maya (creative will), (who was) endowed with innumerable faces, 
feet, heads, hands, thighs, noses, mouths, ears, eyes, ornaments and weapons, (and) the 
disposition of whose (different) limbs was symbolized by (the various spheres of) this (visible) 
universe. (36) Assuming the form of Lord Hayagriva (who was endowed with a horse's head) 
and having slain the two mighty enemies of Veda, Madhu and Kaitabha by name, the 
embodiments of Rajas and Tamas respectively, (who had snatched away the Vedas and 
were bent upon killing Brahma,) You restored to Brahma the Vedic texts, (which area symbol 
of Sattva or enlightenment and which taught to him the means of pushing the work of 
creation). (For) they declare Sattva to be Your most beloved body. (37) In this way You 
protect the (different) worlds and destroy the enemies of creation through Your (numerous) 
descents in the form of human beings (such as Sri Rama and Sri Balarama), beasts (such 
as the divine Boar), seers (such as the sages Nara and Narayana), gods (such as Vamana, 
the divine Dwarf), and the (divine) Fish, and maintain (the standards of) virtue prevalent in 
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the various Yugas, O supreme Person ! (And) because You remain hidden (unmanifest) in 
the Kali age, hence Youas such are called Triyuga (the Lord manifest in the first three Yugas, 
viz., Satya, Tretaé and Dwapara only). (38) 
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This mind (of mine), O Lord of Vaikuntha, does not find sufficient delight in Your stories, 
vitiated as itis by sins, (nay,) grossly wicked, morbid due to lust and afflicted with joy and grief, 
fear and (the threefold) craving (for progeny, wealth and fame). With such a mind how can 
|, @ wretched creature, contemplate on Your essential nature ? (39) Not fully gratified, the 
palate pulls me, O immortal Lord, in one direction (towards dainties); the generative organ 
drags me in another direction (towards sexual gratification); the tactile sense, the (empty) 
stomach and the sense of hearing pull me in other directions (viz., towards objects that are 
pleasant to touch, substantial food and a melodious sound or voice respectively); the 
olfactory sense drags me ina quite different direction (towards sweet-smelling flowers, 
scents and so on); while the eyes, which are (very) restless, and the faculties (organs) of 
action pull me in yet other directions (viz., towards things of beauty and the objects to be 
attained through the various organs of action). (All) these tear me (even) as a number of co- 
wives wrench a householder (each to her bedroom). (40) Perceiving (all) these foolish 
creatures fallen thus in consequence of their own (evil) actions into the Vaitarani* of 
metempsychosis and exceedingly afraid of birth, death and suffering proceeding from one 
to another and making friendship with the bodies of their own people and enmity with the 
bodies of others, (pray,) protect them this very day (by ferrying them across), feeling 
compassion for them, O Lord (ever) Staying on the other side (of that river) ! (41) Oh! What 
exertion can there be, O Lord, the Teacher of all, in this work of lifting up (rescuing) these 
people, to You, who are responsible for the birth, existence (continuance) and dissolution of 
this universe? Indeed, it is on the ignorant that the grace of the exalted ought to descend, 
O Befriender of the afflicted ! Such grace will be superfluous to us who are busy serving Your 
beloved devotees (and will cross the ocean of metempsychosis by serving them). (42) lam 
not at all afraid, O Supreme, of the (aforesaid) Vaitarani—which is (so) difficult to cross—My 
mind being immersed in the songs of Your prowess, which are like an extraordinary nectar. 
| lament (only) those deluded persons whose mind is turned away from such nectar and who 


* Vaitarani is the name ofa river marking the boundary of the realm of departed spirits, presided over by Yama (the god 
of retribution). Itis described as rushing with great impetuosity, hot, fetid and filled with blood, hair and bones etc. 
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are Carrying (on their shoulders) the burden of maintaining their family etc., for the illusory 
delight proceeding from the objects of senses. (43) Ascetics desirous of their own liberation, 
O Lord, generally practise silent meditation in solitude. They are (however) not devoted to 
the interest of others. | (of course) do not long to be liberated alone, leaving behind these 
miserable creatures. (For) | find no haven of rest other than You for these people wandering 
in the forest of transmigration. (44) 
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That which goes by the name of pleasures enjoyed by a householder, suchas copulation, 
is trivial; for it results in suffering after suffering akin to that caused by the scratching of one 
(itching) hand with another. (But) though undergoing a lot of trouble, the wretched people 
(given up to sensual gratification) do not feel sated with these pleasures. (Only) some wise 
man is able (by Your grace) to curb passion like the itching sensation. (45) A vow of silence, 
fasting, the hearing of scriptures, asceticism, the study of sacred books, discharging one's 
sacred obligations, exposition of the scriptures, living in seclusion, the muttering of prayers 
and concentration of mind, conducive as they are to final beatitude, O Inner Controller, 
generally only prove to be the means of livelihood of those who have not yet been able to 
conquer their senses (and are prone to sell these for base gain in the shape of money and 
sensuous pleasures); whereas they may or may not be so in the case of hypocrites (whose 
pietism may or may not succeed). (46) Like the seed and the sprout (following in unbroken 
succession), the Unmanifest (primordial Matter) and the manifest (the visible universe)— 
these are (but) Your two forms (symbols) made known by the Vedas; (for there is nothing 
other than You, who are devoid of (a material) form. Through Yoga (the process of Devotion) 
men who have controlled their mind are directly able to perceive You in both these (forms), 
as fire in pieces of wood (through attrition), which is not possible by any other means. (47) 
You are the air, fire, earth, ether and water, the (five) objects of senses (viz., sound, touch, 
sight, taste and smell), the (five) vital airs (viz., Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana), 
the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action), the mind, the 
intellect and the ego (or, according to another interpretation, the deities presiding over the 
Indriyas and the mind). That which is qualified (gross or material) and that which is 
unqualified (subtle or transcendental)—everything is You and You alone, O infinite One ! 
Whatever is revealed by mind or speech is no other than You. (48) Neither these Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti, viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) nor the deities who preside over the (three) 
Gunas (viz., Visnu, Brahma and Siva) nor the categories commencing from Mahat-tattva 
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(and ending with the Indriyas, that is to say, Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic 
intelligence, Ahankara or the ego, the five subtle and the five gross elements and the ten 
Indriyas), nor the mind etc. (viz., the mind, intellect and reason), nor (the various) living 
beings including the gods and human beings, all of whom havea beginning and an end (too), 
are able to know Youin truth, O much-praised One! Thinking thus, men of good sense desist* 
from the study of the Vedas and other scriptures (and devote themselves exclusively to 
meditation). (49) Therefore, cana man develop devotion to You, the goal of ascetics of the 
highest order; except through whole-hearted service to You, O most worshipful One— 
service consisting of (the following) six limbs, viz., salutation, glorification, worship in the form 
of offering one's actions to You, waiting on You, concentrating one's mind on Your feet and 
listening to Your stories? (50) 
IRE SF 


Wragtingn waa ae Peis sod sit AATALATTT 142 | 
Narada resumed : The Lord, who is beyond the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and 
whose so many (transcendental) virtues were celebrated with reverence by His devotee 


(Prahrada), and who had not only controlled His anger but was (highly) pleased (with the 
latter), spoke (as follows) to Prahrada, who was bent low (with respect). (51) 
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The Lord said : O noble Prahrada, may good betide you ! lam pleased with you, O chief 
of the demons ! Ask any boon liked by you; | am wont to gratify the desires of men. (52) To 
him who is unable to propitiate Me, O long-lived one, | am difficult of perception. (And) having 
beheld Me (once), a living being has no longer any reason to bewail itself (to grieve). (53) 
It is for this reason alone that enlightened and pious souls, who are highly fortunate and 
desirous of blessedness (endeavour to) propitiate Me, the Lord (bestower) of all boons, with 
all their being. (64) Even on being thus tempted with boons that are so alluring to the world, 
Prahrada (the best of the Asuras) did not hanker after them, exclusively devoted as he was 
to the Lord. (55) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse entitled "A Eulogy of the Lord", forming part 
of the story of Prahrada, in Book Seven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


eo eee 


* This is borne out by the Lord Himself when He says in the Bhagavadgita:— 
Weal a Wester qiecdicateata | der Tats Fae aera ares A Ui (II. 52) 


“When your mind will have fully crossed the mire of delusion, you will then grow indifferent to what has been heard and 
what is yet to be-heard about this world and the next.” 
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Discourse X 
(The story of) the conquest of Tripura 


Ane Sard 
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Narada began again : Regarding all that (asking boons and so on) as an impediment 
to the practice of Devotion, the infant (Prahrada) smilingly addressed Lord Nrsimha (the 
Ruler of the senses) as follows. (1) 5 
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Prahrada said : Pray, do not tempt me, attached as | am to the pleasures of sense by 
birth, with boons in the form of those (very) pleasures. Afraid of attachment to them and fed 
up with them, | have approached You for protection, anxious to secure freedom (from the 
shackles of birth and death). (2) Eager to ascertain (make known to the world) the 
characteristics of a (true) devotee, You directed me to the pleasures of sense, the seeds of 
transmigration, serving as so many knots to bind the heart, O Lord ! (3) Otherwise sucha 
thing would not be possible for You, who are (so) kind-hearted, O Preceptor of the universe! 
He who seeks (worldly) blessings from You is no servant (of Yours). He is only a business 
man. (4) One desiring blessings for oneself from a master is no servant in the true sense 
of the word. And (likewise) he is no master, who grants (such) gifts expecting the recognition 
of his mastership from his servant. (5) |, however, am Your devotee without any craving; 
while You are my master having no axe to grind. Unlike the interests of a king and his servant 
here, our interest (in each other) is not governed by any other (selfish) motive. (6) If You (are 
inclined to) bestow on me, O Lord, boons sought after by me, O Chief of the bestowers of 
boons, | solicit from You this boon alone that no more desires may (ever) sprout in my 
heart.(7) With the (very) appearance of desire the Indriyas (the senses of perception as well 
as the organs of action), the mind, vital energy, the body, righteousness, firmness, 
understanding, modesty, wealth, glory, memory and truthfulness disappear. (8) (On 
the other hand,) when a man gets rid of the desires rooted in the heart, then alone, O lotus- 
eyed One, he becomes qualified for (attaining) divine glory.* (9) Hail to You, the almighty and 


Oe 


* This is corroborated by the following Sruti text:— 
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high-souled Sri Hari, the Inner Controller, the Absolute, the Supreme Spirit, appearing in the 
form of an extraordinary lion ! (10) 
i 
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Lord Nrsimha replied : Those like you, who are exclusively devoted to Me, never seek 
(even) from Me benefits in this or the next world. Nevertheless enjoy here during (the whole 
of) this Manvantara continuously the luxuries of the lords of the Daityas. (11) Taking (great) 
pleasure in My delightful stories and enthroning in Your heart Me, the one Lord presiding over 
sacrifices and (equally) present in all creatures, worship you Me, renouncing (all) action by 
offering it to Me. (12) Exhausting (your) merit by means of enjoyment (of pleasures) and sin 
by meritorious actions and casting off (your) body in course of time and spreading (in this 
world) an unsullied fame which will be sung (even) in the celestial regions, you will 
(eventually) attain to Me, all your bonds being loosened. (13) A man who recites this hymn 
addressed to Me by you, thinking of you and Me as well as of this narrative will in course of 
time be completely freed from the bondage of actions. ( 14) 
ele Jara 
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Prahrada submitted : | solicit this boon from You, the Ruler of (all) bestowers of boons, 
O supreme Lord, that inasmuch as my father, who was ignorant of Your divine glory and 
whose heart was stung with indignation, spoke ill of You—who are no other than the 
almighty Lord, the Preceptor of the whole universe—labouring under the false notion that 
You had been the slayer of his brother (Hiranyaksa), and (further) bore ill-will to me, a 
devotee of Yours, he, my father, may (kindly) be absolved from that sin, which is so difficult 


to get rid of and so difficult to cross over, although (I am sure) he was purged (of it) the 
moment he was compassionately regarded with the outer corner of Your eye, O lover of 


the afflicted ! (15—17) 
STATA 
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Fal Ba WSs arn asea afe fae: | aa aeiisaat ae Fea TAA I 
(Kathopanisad ll. iii. 14) 


“When all the desires rooted in one's heart are got rid of, a mortal forthwith becomes immortal and attains oneness with 
Srahma (the Absolute) in this (very) life.” 
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The Lord said : Your father, O sinless one, was purified along with (as many as) twenty- 
one past generations* by the very fact that you, the sanctifier of your race, were born in his 
house, O pious soul ! (18)-Wherever there are My devotees, perfectly tranquil, pious and 
extremely noble in character, viewing all with the same eye, (all) those tracts of land 
get hallowed, (the desecrated land of) Kikata (and other such territories including their 
inhabitants) not excepted. (19) Those whose hankering has (totally) disappeared through 
devotion to Me, O ruler of the Daityas, persecute none among the multitudes of living beings, 
high and low, by any means (whatsoever). (20) (Even) persons following your way of life in 
this world will become My devotees. Indeed you will serve as a model for all My devotees. (21) 
(Now) perform you the obsequies with respect to your father (Hiranyakasipu), though he has 
been purified in everyway by the touch of My Person, O beloved one. Having been blessed 
with a noble son (like you), he will attain to the higher worlds. (22) (Also) occupy the throne 
of your father (as the ruler of the Daityas) and, fixing your mind on Me, dear son, and 
(completely) devoted to Me, perform your duties as directed by the exponents of the 
Vedas.(23) 
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Narada continued : Prahrada too did what was due to his (deceased) father by way of 
funeral rites in the same way as the Lord had commanded him (to do), O king (Yudhisthira)! 
He was (then) crowned (as king) by the foremost of the Brahmanas. (24) Finding Sri Hari, 
who was disguised as a man-lion, wearing a serene look as a token of grace, Brahma, who 
was surrounded by gods and others, (first) extolled Him by means of sacred hymns and 
(then) submitted (as follows). (25) 
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Brahma said : O god of gods, supreme Ruler of all, Protector of (all) created beings, my 
Father ! fortunately (for us) the wicked demon (Hiranyakasipu), the tormentor of the world, 
has been slain by You. (26) He is the same fellow who having secured a boon from me (to 
this effect) was not to be killed by living beings of my creation and, proud of his strength 
derived from austerities and Yoga (concentration of mind), stamped outall virtues inculcated 
by the Vedas. (27) Luckily enough his son, a pious soul and an eminent devotee, though (yet) 
an infant, has been delivered by You from (the jaws of) death and it is good that he has now 


* Sprung from the loins of the sage Kasyapa, son of Marici, amind-born son of Brahma (the creator), Hiranyakasipu was 
inthe third generation from Brahma. By alleging that he was purified along with twenty-one past generations, the Lord, therefore, 
evidently refers to the twenty-one generations of his parentage in his previous incarnation (in the preceding Kalpa). 
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duly attained to You. (28) This (divine) form of Yours, O Lord, is capable of protecting from 
all dangers, nay, even from Death bent on destruction, anyone who contemplates on It and 
whose mind is completely subdued. (29) $485) 
aa misgmt a sea: waesaia: gfreniormdared = aa igo! 
Lord Nrsimha said : No more boon of this kind ought to be bestowed by you on the 
Asuras, O Brahma (sprung from a lotus). A boon conferred on those who are cruel by nature 
proves harmful as milk given to serpents. (30) 


ARG SATA 
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Narada went on : Having spoken thus, O Yudhisthira, and worshipped by Brahma 
(the highest god), Lord Sri Hari, who cannot (ordinarily) be seen by all created beings 
disappeared on that very spot. (31) Then, duly worshipping Brahma (the creator), Lord Siva 
(the Source of the universe), the lords of creation (Marici and others) and the gods (Indra and 
others), who are (so many) rays (as it were) of the Lord, Prahrada made obeisance (to them) 
with his head (bent low). (32) After that, along with the sages headed by Kavya (the: sage 
Sukra, the preceptor of the demon race), Brahma (who has his seat on a lotus) installed 
Prahrada as the ruler of the Daityas and the Danavas. (33) Then, felicitating Prahrada and 
invoking the choicest blessings (on him), and honoured (by him) in return, the gods, headed 
by Brahma, returned to their (respective) abodes, O king (Yudhisthira) ! (34) 
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In this way those two attendants of Lord Visnu (viz., Jaya and Vijaya) were reduced to 
the state of Daityas (sons of Diti) under the imprecation of the Brahmanas (the sages Sanaka 
and his three brothers). (And) due to their hostile feeling they were slain by Sri Hari, present 
in their heart. Again they appeared as a pair of Raksasas (ogres), Kumbhakarna (one having 
ears as big as jars) and Ravana (a ten-headed monster). They were disposed of by the 
prowess of Sri Rama. (35-36) Lying on the battle-field with their-heart torn open by the arrows 
of Sri Rama, they shed their body as in their previous birth, their mind fixed on Him. (37) 
Further, reborn as Sigupala and Dantavaktra (the son of Kardsa) in this life, the two got 
merged in Sri Hari by virtue of their deep-rooted enmity as you have seen (for yourself). (38) 
Becoming one with Him at the last moment (by fixing their mind on Him), evenasa caterpillar 
gets transformed into a wasp through contemplation on the wasp, princes inimical to Sri 
Krsna got rid (through such meditation) of whatever sin had been committed (by them) 
before (their death). (39) Even as devotees attained similarity.of form with the Lord (by 
contemplating on Him) through supreme Devotion characterized by a feeling of identity (with 
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Him), so did kings such as Sigupala (the ruler of Cedi) attain similarity of form with Sri Hari 
through contemplation on Him (as their enemy). (40) 
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All that you asked me in detail has (thus) been related to you, namely, the attainment as 
aforesaid of similarity of form with SriHari by kings such as Sigupala (the son of Damaghosa), 
even though His enemies; the sacred story, just told by me, of the descent (in the form of a 
man-lion) of Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme person, a votary of the Brahmanas, in which has 
been described the death of the two most ancient Daityas (Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu); 
the narrative of Prahrada, a great devotee of the Lord, as well as (an account of) his Devotion, 
spiritual enlightenment and dispassion and as a matter of fact the true nature of SriHari, who 
is responsible for the creation, existence and dissolution of the universe; an account of His 
excellences and exploits as well as of the great change of abodes, in course of time, of the 
higher and lower orders of creation (such as the gods and demons and so on), and the cult 
of the Bhagavatas (votaries of the Lord), by means of which the Lord is (easily and speedily) 
reached. (Further) in this chronicle has been discussed at length in all (its) bearings the topic 
of the Spirit. (441—45) Whoever, on hearing with reverence this sacred narrative, enriched 
with an account of the prowess of Lord Visnu, recites it (to others) is completely freed from 
the bonds of Karma. (46) (And) whosoever reads with a concentrated mind this story of the 
pastime of Lord Visnu (the most ancient Person) figuring as a lion, (mainly) consisting of the 
destruction of Hiranyakasipu (the ruler of the Daityas), who resembled a mighty elephant 
(the leader of a herd of elephants), after hearing of the hallowed glory of Prahrada (the son 
of Hiranyakasipu), the foremost of virtuous souls, attains to the realm (of Lord Visnu) where 
there is no fear from any quarter. (47) 
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Oh, exceedingly fortunate (far more fortunate than Prahrada) on earth (this world of 
human beings) are you (the Pandavas and the Yadus), to whose residences flock from all 
quarters sages sanctifying the (whole) world, inasmuch as the supreme Brahma bodily stays 
there disguised in the form of a human being. (48) This very Sri Krsna, your well-known 


beloved friend and cousin (son of your maternal uncle, Vasudeva), (nay,) your very self 
(body), worthy of your adoration, obedient servant (ambassador and charioteer) and 
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preceptor (all in one), is Brahma, the realization of absolute (unconditioned) supreme Bliss 
diligently sought after (even) by the great. (49) May this Sri Krsna, the well-known Protector 
of devotees, be gracious to us—Sri Krsna, whose essential character has not (so far) been 
depicted in its true colours with the help of reason (even) by Lord Siva (the Source of the 
universe), Brahma (the lotus-born) and others, and who is adored (by us) through silent 
meditation and enquiry, Devotion and control of one's senses and so on (unlike you, who are 
on such intimate terms with Him and on whom He lavishes His affection, a privilege which 
even Prahrada never enjoyed). (50) He is that very Lord, who spread (revived) of yore, O 
king, the renown of Lord Rudra, which had been marred by (the demon) Maya, who 
possessed an endless store of conjuring tricks. (51) 


wer adit sae aaiseenetag: | gen alate aif: pela Hera 142 | 
The king (Yudhisthira) submitted : (Pray) relate (to me) in what (particular) achieve- 
ment Maya marred the glory of Lord Siva (the Ruler of the universe) and the way in which 
it was enhanced by yonder Sri Krsna. (52) 
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Narada replied : Utterly defeated in battle (once) by the gods, fostered by Sri Krsna, the 
Asuras sought as their protector (the demon) Maya, the supreme teacher of those skilled in 
conjuring tricks. (53) Having built three cities (flying fortresses) of gold, silver and steel 
(respectively)—whose coming and going could not be easily detected and which were 
furnished with articles too numerous to conceive—the powerful demon handed them over 
to the Asura chiefs. (54) Remembering their old enmity (with the gods), the aforesaid Asura 
generals set about devastating by means of these the three worlds with their rulers, O 
Yudhisthira, themselves remaining unperceived. (55) Approaching Lord Siva, the denizens 


of these worlds with their rulers then prayed to Him: "O Lord, protect us, Your own people, 
(well-nigh) destroyed by the demons ensconced in the three (flying) cities." (56) 

aay warn af gqafay:iat aq ara gy sg iuel 
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Reassuring the gods in the words "Do not be afraid !" the almighty Lord then fitted to His 

bow an arrow surcharged with mystic power and discharged it at the three cities. (57) From 
that arrow, like streams of rays from the orb of the sun, issued forth (many more) fiery shafts, 
screened by which the cities could no longer be seen. (58) Struck by these, all the occupants 
of the cities fell down dead. Maya, a great adept in conjuring tricks, fetched and put them into 
the nectar-like water of a well (built by himself within the cities). (59) Touched by that nectar- 
like fluid endowed with the property of restoring the dead to life, they emerged with an 
adamantine frame and possessed of extraordinary strength like fires in the form of lightning 
tearing the clouds. (60) 
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Finding Lord Siva (who bears the device of a bull on His banner) depressed in spirits 
because of His will having been crossed, the aforesaid Lord Visnu (Sri Krsna) then contrived 
a plan for drying up the immortalizing fluid. (61) On that occasion Brahma (the creator) took 
the form of a calf, while the aforesaid Visnu Himself actually assumed the semblance of a 
cow and, entering the three cities at midday, drank off the immortalizing fluid of that well of 
nectar. (62) Though watching this, the demons in charge of the well did not forbid them, 
greatly bewildered as they were (by the deluding potency of the Lord). Coming to know of 
this, and reflecting on the course of destiny working in that (miraculous) way, the demon 
Maya (a past master in conjuring tricks), himself destitute of grief, addressed the following 
(words) to the demons guarding the fluid, who were stricken with grief :—"No one in this 
world—be he a god, demon, human being or anyone else—is capable of setting aside what 
has been ordained by fate with regard to oneself or another or both." After that, by means 
of His own (divine) potencies in the form of Righteousness, Wisdom, Dispassion, Affluence, 
Asceticism, Learning, Activity and so on, He (Sri Krsna) created the requisites for war for the 
use of Lord Siva (the Source of blessedness), viz., a chariot, a charioteer, an ensign, horses, 
a bow, armour, arrows etc. (respectively). (63—66) Cladin armour and mounting the chariot, 
the almighty Lord (Siva) then took up the bow and an arrow; and, fitting the arrow to the bow 
during the Muhirta known as Abhijit, Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) burnt with it (all) 
the three cities, which were (so) difficult to penetrate, O Yudhisthira ! Dfums began to sound 
in heaven; while gods, Rsis (seers), manes and the lords of Siddhas (a class of demigods 
endowed with mystic powers from their very birth)—with their hundreds of aerial cars 
crowded together (in the heavens)—showered heaps of flowers on the Lord, crying "May 
You be victorious !" And hosts of Apsaras (celestial nymphs) sang and danced, full of 
joy.(67—69) Having burnt the three cities in this way, O king, Lord Siva (who henceforward 
became known as the Destroyer of the three cities) returned to His abode (Mount Kailasa), 
being glorified by Brahma and others. (70) There are similar (other) exploits—the accounts 


of which purify (all) the three worlds—celebrated by seers, of the aforesaid Sri Hari, the . 


Preceptor of the universe, who by His own deluding potency imitates (the ways of) His human 
world. What else shall | say (to you)? (71) 
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Thus ends the tenth discourse entitled "The (story of) the conquest of the three cities", 
forming part of the dialogue between Emperor Yudhisthira and the sage Narada, 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse XI 
An inquiry into right conduct. : 


ATR SAT 


ae eat ge eg 

Sri Suka began again : Having heard the narrative—celebrated (even) by assemblies 
of pious souls—of Prahrada (the ruler of the Daityas), the leader of most exalted souls, 
whose mind was fixed on the almighty Lord Visnu,|Yudhisthira, full of joy, further inquired (as 
follows) of Narada (son of Brahma, the self-born). (1) 


a Jara 
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Yudhisthira said: O divine personage, | am anxious to hear (from you) about the eternal 
Dharma (course of right conduct) prescribed for men, along with the ethical code governing 
the (four) Varnas (or grades of society) and Asramas (stages in life), by following which a 
human being (eventually) reaches the Supreme (either through devotion or spiritual 
enlightenment). (2) You are a (mind-born) son of no other than Brahma (the lord of created 
beings), the highest deity—(nay) the most beloved of (all) his sons, O holy one, by virtue of 
(your) asceticism, concentration of mind and deep meditation. (Hence he must have 
revealed to you the secret of Dharma, of which he is the first and foremost exponent). (3) 
(Only) kind-hearted, pious and tranquil Brahmanas like you, devoted to Lord Narayana, 
know the highest (conception of) virtue, which is a (guarded) secret; not so others (the so- 
called law-givers, the compilers of the various Smrtis). (4) 
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Narada resumed : Bowing (my head) to gain the favour of the birthless Lord (Narayana), 
the Promoter of righteousness among the people, | shall expound the eternal Law as learnt 
from the lips of (the divine sage) Narayana, who, taking His descent along with His part 
manifestation (the sage Nara) from Dharma (the god of piety) through (his wife) Murti 


(daughter of Daksa) is, as a matter of fact, practising austerities (even to this day) in His 
hermitage at Badrinatha for the good of the people. (5-6) The source of and the authority on 
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Dharma (righteousness) really are Lord Sri Hari, the embodiment of all the (four) Vedas, the 
body of Codes handed down by those well-versed in the Vedas, O Yudhisthira, and the 
feeling of self-satisfaction (that by which the mind derives real satisfaction) as well as the 
conduct (example) of the virtuous*. (7) 
Bea ga au: ata fafadter wat en: 1 afer seed am: eae sta c | 
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The highest virtue of all men, by which the Lord (the Soul of the universe) is pleased, 
has been duly proclaimed, O king, as consisting of the following thirty features, viz., (1) 
truthfulness, (2) compassion, (3) austerity (fasting etc.), (4) purity (of body), (5) 
endurance (of heat and cold etc.) (6) discrimination (the power of distinguishing right 
from wrong), (7-8) control of mind and the senses, (9) non-violence, (10) continence, (11) 
charity, (12) muttering prayers, (13) straightforwardness, (14) contentment, (15) service of 
those who look upon all with the same eye, (16) gradually withdrawing from (all) mundane 
activity, (17) pondering the contrary result of men's (egotistic) actions, (18) refraining from 
useless talk, (19) inquiry into the Self (as distinguished from body etc.), (20) equitable 
distribution among created .beings, according to their worth, of rice and other eatables 
etc.,(21) and regarding them, particularly human beings, as one's own self or deity, O 
Yudhisthira (son of Pandu), (22) the hearing and (23) chanting of and (24) dwelling on the 
names and glories of, (25) waiting upon, (26) worshipping, and (27) bowing to, (28) offering 
the fruit of one's action performed in the spirit of service to, (29) treating as one's bosom 
friend, and (30) dedicating oneself (one's body and all) to, the Lord, the goal of exalted 
souls. (8—12) 
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A Dwijat or twice-born (a member of the first three classes of Hindu society, viz., the 
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas and the Vaisyas, so-called because of their investiture with the sacred 
thread, which is said to constitute their second birth or regeneration) is he in whose family 
the (sixteen) purificatory rites (accompanied by the recitation of Mantras or sacred texts) 
have been performed in unbroken succession and whom Brahma (the birthless creator) 
has denominated as such (through the Vedas and other scriptures). Performance of 
sacrifices, study (of the Vedas and other sacred books) and charity as well as the duties 
prescribed for the (four) ASramas (stages in life, viz., Brahmacarya or studentlife, Garhasthya 
or the life of a householder, Vanaprastha or the life of an anchorite and Samyasa or the life 
of a recluse) have been enjoined on the twice-born that are pure by birth and conduct. (13) 


* A similar idea is brought out in the following verse of the Manusmrti :-— 


aeishach wine fagia a ager areas STE SI 
"The authority on Dharma are the entire body of the Vedas and the Codes of law handed down by those well-versed 
in the latter as well as their natural way of living, and the conduct of the virtuous as well as one's own satisfaction." 


t+ A Sidra is not called upon to undergo any such purificatory rite other than the nuptial rites as the Smrti says :-— 
faarenideart Waist AAai Fer | 
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Study (of the scriptures and so on (viz., performance of sacrifices and charity, which along 
with study are of an obligatory nature; and three more—viz., teaching, officiating as a priest 
at sacrifices, and receiving gifts from those whose earnings are free from blemish—which 
are recommended as a means of subsistence and are therefore not obligatory* ) are the six 
duties of a Brahmana. Non-acceptance of gifts is the rule for the other one (viz., the Ksatriya, 
ora member of the warrior class, who comes next in order to the Brahmana and is allowed 
to earn his livelihood by the other two means, viz., teaching and officiating as a priest at 
sacrifices in distresst. Of course, he is free to practise these otherwise than as a means of 
subsistence). Maintenance is to be sought by a Ksatriya, protecting the people, optionallyt 
by recovering taxes and fines from his subjects other than a Brahmana (who is ordinarily 
exempted from such taxes and fines). (14) A Vaigya (a member of the trading and agricultural 
classes) as a matter of fact should make his living by agriculture, breeding of cattle, trade and 
usury* and should always follow the lead of the Brahmana race. Service to the twice-born 
classes has been enjoined upon the Sudra (a member of the labouring and artisan classes) 
and service to his master has been ordained as his means of subsistence too. (15) 
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(1) Occupation of various kinds (such as agriculture, breeding of cattle, trade and so on 
as enumerated inverse 15), (2) accepting gifts without the impudence of asking, (3) begging 
foodgrains daily (lit., the life of a vagrant mendicant) and (4) gathering ears of corn left by the 
owner while reaping the harvest or gleaning foodgrains lying scatteredina grain-market after 
the heaps have been sold off or removed—this is the fourfold means of livelihood sanctioned 
for a Brahmana (one belonging to the priestly class). (Of these four,) again, each succeeding 
one is preferable (to the preceding). (16) With the exception of a Ksatriya, a man belonging 
to a lower grade should not adopt a higher vocation except in distress. (Of course, a Ksatriya 
may adopt* the means of livelihood of a Brahmana other than accepting gifts made by 
another.) In (times of) distress, however, all sorts of vocations are open to all without 
distinction. (17) One may live by (what are known as) Rta and Amrta or (even) by Mrta and 
Pramrta. One may (also) live by Satyanrta, but under no circumstance by Swavrtti (a dog's 


e—_—_—————————————————— 


* Vide Manusmrti, which says :-— 
wo gq Saorres Sih Hai sifea | aa Sa fayere whaae: 
+ Vide verse 17 below. 


FA king is entitled to receive voluntary presents from his subjects and to collect periodically tributes from feudatory chiefs 
=5 an acknowledgment of submission on their part or as price of peace or protection. He is also regarded as perfectly justified 
= extending his dominion by conquering other territories as a preliminary for the performance of a Rajasiya sacrifice. If heis 
smabie to meet his expenditure from these sources, he has been allowed the alternative of filling his coffers by recovering taxes 
‘vom his subjects and fines by way of penalty from offenders. This is the force of the particle ‘aT’ in the above verse, which has 


=ccordingly been translated as ‘optionally’. An ordinary Ksatriya is also permitted to live by use of arms. 
* The significance of the term 'Varia, has been explained elsewhere in the following couplet :— 
Phertrerine: gare qe | arat safeen aa —— 1 


$ Vide verse 14 above. 
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living). (18) Gathering ears of corn left by the owner while reaping a harvest or gleaning 
foodgrains lying scattered in a grain-market after the heaps have been sold off or removed 
is called Rta (lit., right or true); that which is got unasked is called Amrta (nectar). Daily 
begging (of foodgrains) is Mrta (death); while agriculture is called Pramrta (lit., greater 
death, so-called because it involves the destruction of many living beings). (19) Trade is 
(what goes by the name of) Satyanrta (a mixture of truth and falsehood); while service 
rendered to those belonging to a lower grade is (what is meant by) a dog's living. A 
Brahmana as well as a K§atriya should always shun this detested calling. (For) a 
Brahmana is an embodiment of all the (four) Vedas, while a Ksatriya (lit, a ruler of men) 
is the personification of all the gods. (20) 

Ta GA: tet dele: anki a cares Bel a AEHAVML 1221 
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Control of mind and the senses, austerity (fasting etc.), purity (of body), contentment, 

forgiveness, straightforwardness, wisdom (discrimination), compassion, devotion to the 
immortal Lord (Visnu) and veracity are the characteristics of a Brahmana. (21) A martial 
spirit, valour, fortitude, audacity, liberality, self-control, forgiveness, devotion to the Brahmana 
race, benignity and protection (of the weak) constitute the characteristics of a Ksatriya. (22) 
Devotion to the gods, to one's preceptor and to the immortal Lord (Visnu); promotion of the 
three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, worldly riches and sensual enjoyment); * 
belief in the existence of God, in life after death, and so on; constant exertion (for the 
acquisition of wealth) and dexterity (in acquiring it) are the characteristics of a Vaigya. (23) 
(And) submissiveness, purity, guilelessly ministering to one's master, performance of (the 
five daily) sacrifices* unaccompanied by (the recitation of) Mantras (sacred texts), 
non-thieving, truthfulness and protection of cows and the Brahmanas are indeed the 
characteristics of a Sidra. (24) 
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And the duty of women devoted to their husband (lit., looking upon their husband as a 

deity) is to serve him, to do good offices to him, to humour his relations and constantly to 
observe his sacred vows. (25) Herself remaining adorned and keeping her utensils etc., well- 
scoured at all times, a virtuous wife should serve her husband by thoroughly sweeping her 
house and plastering it (with cow-dung etc.), by drawing auspicious diagrams and spherical 
designs (on the floor with colours), through sense-objects—great and small—desired by 
him, through modesty and control of the senses, through truthful and agreeable words and 
(above all) through love at opportune moments. (26-27) Contented (with her resources) and 


* The Sastras have made it obligatory for a Sidra to perform the five daily sacrifices, reciting the name of the gods etc., 
to whom oblations are offered in the dative case and adding the word ‘Namah (Hail !) instead of ‘Swaha' after it (as ‘Agnaye 
Namah’, (Hail to the god of fire!). Says the law-giver Yajhavalkya :-— FSR Fay waaay A aaa 
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not coveting even that which is available (to her), diligent, conversant with Dharma (what is 
right), agreeable and truthful of speech (not only to her husband but to all), vigilant, pure (of 
body) and full of affection, she should gratify her husband unless he is fallen* (guilty of any 
of the five major sins). (28) A wife who serves her husband, regarding him as an image of 
Sri Hari (Lord Visnu) and devoted to him as Goddess Laksmi is to Her Consort, rejoices in 
Vaikuntha (the realm of Sri Hari) like Sri (Laksmi) in the company of her husband, who (by 
virtue of her devotion) is sure to attain a form similar to that of Sri Hari (Himself). (29) 


aft: agerdet Wepead Yad | SOMOMSaaTAT 1301 
wa: wwatatedt Fo sat at ati asia: wat we ae a aie i3e 
qa wan adam: wadedi fea aurea ad aM oraTeA 132 | 
saar We: at wa Pafdartar | a Head UA: Weal SH ast aw azala 1331 
wae amar fad arerrefdaa feta ae waived, arofercih: 13x 
Tea Free Shs Ue auifierge| aera aaa aa aaa fafafear ise 
ofa amrerrad HEN URAee Aiea wa APCS Bera aS: 12.21 


The calling of mixed? races such as the Antyajas + (those belonging to the lowest grade 
in society) and Antevasayis* (lit., those living at the end of a town or village ), other than those 
who are thieves and given to (other) sinful pursuits, should be the same as has been 
(hereditarily) followed in their respective families. (30) Generally the course of conduct 
determined by the innate disposition (according as it is Sattvika, Rajasiks or Tamasika) of 
men (belonging to the various grades of society and stages in life) in all ages has been 
declared by men whose eye is the Veda as conducive to happiness both here and hereafter, 
O Yudhisthira ! (31) A man following a vocation determined by his natural disposition (as 
revealed by his birth) and (scrupulously) discharging his duties bids fair to attain by degrees 
the state of a Gunatita (one who has transcended the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti), 
relinquishing (later on) his natural pursuits (as well). (32) Being repeatedly sown (with 
seeds), a field will automatically become sterile (one day). It will no more be capable of 
yielding any crops; may, (even) the seed sown (in it) will perish. (33) (Even) so by over- 
indulgence in the objects of senses the mind, the seat of desires (in their latent form) is sure 
to get fully disgusted (with them), O king, but not so by driblets of enjoyment, like fire (that 
is extinguished by pouring large quantities of ghee but not so by drops of it)®. (34) If what 


* The five major sins are :— (1) killing a Brahmana, (2) drinking intoxicating liquors, (3) thieving, (4) committing adultery 
with the wife of one’s preceptor and (5) fellowship with anyone guilty of one or more of these crimes. 


T Mixed races are of two kinds : (1) Pratilomajas or those sprung from the union of a female of a higher caste with a 
male belonging to a lower grade in society, which is considered as quite the reverse of the natural order; and (2) Anulomajas 
or those sprung from the union of a male belonging toa higher caste with a female of a lower grade, which is not considered 
so bad. The former are naturally regarded as the most low-born in society. 

+ (1)Washermen, (2) Carmakaras (workers in leather), (3) Natas (rope-dancers) (4)Burudas (basket-makers), 
(5)Kaivartas (fishermen), (6) Medas (those living by any degrading profession) and (7) Bhillas (Bhils, a wild mountain race}— 
these are the seven tribes known by the name of Antyajas. 

* The Antevasayis are regarded as even lower than the Antyaias and comprise the Candalas, the Pulkasas, the 
Matanagas and so on. All these mintue details show to what inconceivable lengths the science of ethnology was developed by 
the Hindus and what great value they attached to racial purity, which is so very essential for moral and spiritual evolution. 


$ Possessed as he is by innumerable cravings of a latent type is not possible fora man to conquer his desires all at 
once. If, however, he enjoys a variety of sensuous pleasures according to the restriction laid down in the Vedas, he is likely 
to get disgusted with them in course of time evenas his mind gets purified by the performance of obligatory and other incidental 
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has been declared to be a characteristic of the grade in society of a (particular) man is 
perceived even in another (a man belonging to a different class), the latter should be 
distinctively called by that very denomination (caste).* (35) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse entitled “An inquiry into right conduct," forming 
part of the dialogue between Emperor Yudhisthira and the sage Narada, 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIl 
An inquiry into right conduct (continued) 
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Narada began again : Dwelling in the house of his teacher, humble as a servant, with 
his senses (fully) controlled, and doing him good offices and bearing the strongest affection 
for him, a Brahmacari (a celibate student) should worship in the evenings and mornings his 
teacher, the sacred fire, the sun-god and Lord Visnu (the Chief of the gods) as well as (the 
deities presiding over) both the twilights (and noontide), silently muttering the holy Gayatri- 
Mantra with a concentrated mind. (1-2) Well-regulated (in life), he should learn (take his 
lessons in) the Vedas from his teacher if (and when) called (by him) and should (invariably) 


bow (to him), touching the latter's feet with his head at the beginning as well as at the end 
(of his lessons). (3) Carrying (blades of) the (sacred) Kuga grass in his hands, he should wear 


duties and he realizes the futility of his pursuit after pleasure even like Emperor Yayati and the sage Saubhari, whose accounts 
find place in Discourses XVIII. XIX and VI respectively of Book-Nine. 

* What is sought to be conveyed by this assertion is evidently this that if a man belonging to a lower grade in society 
evinces the characteristics of a higher grade, he should be accorded the same honour as is due to the members of that higher 
caste. But this should in no case be taken to mean he should adopt the vocation of a higher grade, as such deviation will create 
confusion. 
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a gridle (of a species of rush known by the name of Mufja), deerskin and (two pieces of) cloth, 
the sacred thread and unkempt hair, and should (also) carry a staff and a Kamandalu (a 
water-pot generally made of cocoanut-shell) as enjoined by the scriptures.*(4) (Every) 
evening and morning he should go about begging for food and offer it to the teacher. He 
should partake of it, (only) if allowed; if not permitted on any day (e.g., on the Ekadasi day, 
when everybody is expected to observe a fast or live only on fruits etc., or on any other day 
by way of penalty for some transgression or even as a test as to what effect itis likely to have 
on his mind), he should fast. (5) Possessing a good moral character, moderate in (his) diet, 
active, reverent and exercising control over his senses, he should deal with women as well 
as with those enslaved by women only as much as it is (absolutely) necessary. (6) Anyone 
other than a householder, who has undertaken the great vow of continence, should shun (all) 
talk of women; (for) the senses, which are very turbulent (by nature), forcibly carry away (with 
them) the mind (even of one who is fully controlled). (7) An adult student should never have 
(such personal service as) the combing of his hair, massaging and washing his body and 
inunction etc., done by the young wives of his teachers (even if they offer their services out 
of pure motherly love, treating him as their own son). (8) It is a truism indeed that a young 
woman is (like) fire and a man is (akin to) a jar full of ghee (clarified butter). One should avoid 
(the presence of) even one's daughter when (she is) all by herself; (nay,) at other times (too) 
one should remain with her (only) so long as it is (absolutely) necessary. (9) Until one has 
mastered his self, having (clearly) apprehended through self-realization that (all) this (the 
body, the senses and so on) is (only) illusory, the sense of duality (the feeling that woman 
is an object of enjoyment and | am the enjoyer) does not cease. (And) from that (sense of 
duality) indeed follows the perversity of the embodied soul (through identification with the 
body and other material things). (10) 
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All this (whatever has been stated in verse 6 above) has been enjoined upon a 
householder (too), (nay,) even on a recluse (much more on an anchorite). Service to one's 
preceptor (also) is optionally laid down in the case of a householder, who is (ordinarily) 
expected to approach his wedded wife during the period favourable for procreation (sixteen 
days after menstruation). (11) Those who have undertaken a vow of continence should give 
up (the use of) collyrium, inunction, massaging the body, (fellowship with) women, drawing, 
meat, spirituous liquor (in the case of those who are ordinarily allowed to drink it or honey 
in the case of others), garlands, perfumes, unguents and ornaments. (12) Having thus lived 
in a teacher's house and studied and grasped the import of (all) the three Vedas (Rgveda, 
Yajurveda and Samaveda) along with the (six) sciences auxiliary to them and the Upanisads 
(philosophical treatises forming part, nay, the quintessence of the Vedas) according to his 
eligibility and capacity, and having made available to the teacher, if capable of doing so, the 
object of his desire, and (duly) permitted by him, he should enter (according to his 


* For example, it is laid down in the scriptures that a Brahmana student should carry a staff of the Palasa tree alone 
‘WIeTe SUSI STEMI’ etc. 
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predilections and fitness) the life of a householder (marry and beget children) or retire to the 
woods (take to the life of an anchorite) or renounce the world and wander forth as an ascetic 
mendicant (recluse) or continue there (in the teacher's house as a lifelong celibate). (13-14) 
He should visualize Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception) as having entered (taken 
up His abode in) the sacred fire, the teacher, his own self as well as ali the (five) elements 
(viz., earth, water, fire, air and ether)—including the (diverse orders of) living beings dwelling 
in them—as their Inner Controller, even though He has not (really) entered them (having 
been already present in them by virtue of His pervading all as their very Cause). (15) 
Following the rules of conduct laid down for his Asrama, and having (thereby) come to know 
that which ought to be known, a Brahmacari (religious student), anchorite, recluse or 
householder of this type (visualizing the Lord as present in all) realizes the transcendent 
Absolute. (16) 
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| shall (now) tell (you) the rules of conduct prescribed for a Vanaprastha (anchorite) and 
approved of by sages, by following which in this life an ascetic bids fair to ascend easily (after 
death) to Maharloka (the realm of the Rsis and then attain Mukti in due course). (17) An 
anchorite must not eat anything which ripens on cultivated soil (viz., the products of 
agriculture) and not even the products of uncultivated land before time. He should neither 
eat food cooked on fire nor anything raw, but only that which has ripened under (the rays of) 
the sun (in season). (18) He should prepare Caru (an oblation of rice, barley and pulse boiled 
with butter and milk) and Purodaga (a mass of ground rice rounded into a kind of cake and 
usually divided into pieces placed on separate receptacles), enjoined at different times (for 
being offered to the gods through the sacred fire), with wild corns. Each time a fresh (natural) 
supply of cereals and other eatables is obtained, he should, however, reject the old 
stock.(19) Himself enduring (remaining exposed to) snow, winds, fire, rain and the heat of 
the sun, he should betake himself to a shelter in the form of a hut of leaves or a 
mountain-cave only for the sake of (preserving) the sacred fire. (20) Wearing matted locks 
(on his head), preserving the (other) hair (such as those in the arm-pits and other private 
parts), as well as the hair on his body, nails, moustaches and beard, and the dirt* (on his skin) 
and keeping (with him) a Kamandalu (a water-pot made of cocoanut-shell or gourd etc.), 
deerskin (to be wrapped about his loins), a staff, the bark of (the birth and other) trees (as 
acovering for his body) and the accessories of fire-worship (alone), a hermit should practise 
austerities in the woods for (a period of) twelve, eight, four or two years or (only) one year 
(as the case may be) lest his reason should get perverted through hardship. (21-22) 
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* This should not be taken to mean that an anchorite is forbidden to take his bath or that he is asked to remain positively 
unclean or allow dirt to accumulate on his body. What is sought to be conveyed by all these restrictions is simply this that he 
should be unmindful of his exterior,that he should not devote particular attention to cleanliness etc., thathis bodily needs should 
be reduced to the minimum and that he should completely subordinate his physical self to the higher self. 
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When incapable through ailments or old age of performing his (religious) duties and even 
of pursuing the knowledge of the Spirit, he should resort to fasting etc.* (23) Withdrawing 
the sacred fires into himself and giving up the feeling of identification with the body as well 
as the feeling that the body etc., are 'mine’, he should (mentally) merge his psychopnysical 
organism in its causes, assigning each constituent to its proper place (as explained in the 
following verses). (24) Awise man should merge the apertures of his body (viz., the two eyes, 
the two ears, the two nostrils, the mouth and the organs of urination and defecation) in ether, 
the (five) vital airs in the (cosmic) air, the heat (of his body) in (the element of ) fire; the blood, 
phlegm and pus (etc.) into water and the rest (viz., solid matter such as bones, flesh and so 
on) in earth, everything being consigned toits origin. (25) (Again,) he should merge his (organ 
of) speech along with the function of speaking in Agni (the god of fire), the two hands as well 
as the function of grasping and releasing things in Indra, the feet along with (the function of) 
locomotion in Lord Visnu (conceived in the form of the Time-Spirit), the faculty of procreation 
along with sexual enjoyment in Prajapati (the god presiding over procreation) and the organ 
of defecation as well as the act of voiding excrements in Mrtyu (the god of death), directing 
each organ and its function to its proper place (the deity presiding over it). (Likewise) he 
should merge the sense of hearing along with sound (the object of hearing) in the (deities 
presiding over) the quarters, the tactile sense as well as touch in the wind-god and the 
(various) colours along with the faculty of vision in the sun-god (the source of light), O 
Yudhisthira. He should (further) merge the palate along with (the different) tastes (towards 
which the mind feels excessively drawn) in (the deity presiding over) water, the olfactory 
sense along with the various smells (the objects of the olfactory sense) into (the goddess 
presiding over) the earth, Manas (the mind) along with the (various) projects (indulged in by 
the mind) in the moon-god, Buddhi (understanding) along with the objects capable of being 
understood in Brahma (the highest and the earliest seer,) (his) actions along with self- 
consciousness in Rudra, from whom proceeds (all) action prompted by egotism and self- 
interest, Citta (reason) along with Sattva (consciousness) in Lord Vasudeva (the deity 
presiding over Citta) and the Jiva (who is tainted with the morbid feeling that | am the enjoyer 
and so on) along with the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti, which are responsible for the 
aforesaid morbid feeling) in the transcendent Brahma (the Absolute). (26—29) (Then) he 


* tis laid down in Discourse XIII that even after completing the maximum period of twelve'years an anchorite should 
continue to practise austerities in the woods if he is still able-bodied and fit to perform his religious duties, or that he should 
enter the fourth stage and lead the life of a recluse (Sarhnyasi) if he is no longer fit for austerities but is intellectually fit and 
mentally alert enough to pursue the knowledge of the Spirit. When, however, he finds himself both physically and mentally 
unfit, he is advised to adopt the course suggested in this and the following verses. 
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should merge earth in water, water in fire, the latter in the air, that (again) in ether, the last- 
named in Ahankara (the principle of self-consciousness), the latter in Mahattattva (the 
principle of cosmic intelligence), that in the Unmanifest (Prakrti or primordial Matter) and the 
last-named in the Indestructible (Brahma). (30) (And) recognizing the Self—left (as a 
residue) in the form of absolute Consciousness by this process (of eliminating all its 
vestures)—as (no other than) the Indestructible (Brahma) and thus remaining without a 
second, he should cease functioning even like fire that has consumed its own support (in the 
shape of wood). (31) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse, entitled “An inquiry into right conduct (continued)" 
forming part of the dialogue between Emperor Yudhisthira and the sage Narada 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samihita. 
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Discourse XIll 


The course of conduct prescribed for a Samnyasi and a dialogue between 
an Avadhtta and Prahrada 
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Narada began again : He, however, who is (intellectually and mentally) fit should enter 
the life of a recluse (by renouncing everything) in the aforesaid manner; and, with the body 
alone left to him (as his possession), and free from all desires, he should roam about on the 
globe, (strictly) observing the rule of staying only one night in a (particular) village. (1) If (at 
all) he should put on any covering, he should wear only a strip of cloth to cover the privy parts 
and should not except in times of distress, carry (about him) anything (already) renounced 
by him, other than the distinguishing marks of a Samnyasi, viz., a staff and a Kamandalu. (2) 
Living on alms, delighting in his own Self (indulging in no other delights), shelterless, friendly 
to all living beings, tranquil and devoted to Lord Narayana, he should go about all alone 


(without any companion). (3) He should view this (objective) universe (as dwelling) in his 
immutable Self transcending (both) cause and effect, and himself as the transcendent 
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Brahma, interpenetrating the whole universe,consisting of (both) cause and effect. (4) With 
his eyes turned towards the Self, he should discover the true nature of the Self at the point 
of contact between deep sleep and waking life and look upon (both bondage and release as 
amere illusion and not real. (5) He should neither welcome death which is inevitable, nor life 
which is uncertain. He should only await (the course of) Time, which is responsible for the 
birth and death of created beings. (6) He should never indulge in profane literature (books 
not treating of spiritual subjects), nor should he make his living by any profession (such as 
medicine, astronomy and so on). He should avoid (all) controversial reasoning and should 
never espouse any (particular) cause (ina partisan spirit). (7) He should not attach (a number 
of) disciples to himself nor should he study many a book (that may divert his mind from the 
object of his pursuit, viz., spiritual enlightenment). He should neither take to discoursing nor 
should he engage in undertakings (such as the construction of a monastery and so on) on 
any account. (8) In the case of a high-souled recluse, tranquil (by nature) and equable of 
mind, (observance of the rules of conduct prescribed for) the (particular) Asrama (stage in 
life) is not generally intended to secure (any) religious merit. (When spiritual enlightenment 
is attained,) he may continue to observe such conduct (and retain the emblems of his 
ASrama) or may give it up. (9) Though no (outward) sign (of his greatness or of his being a 
Sarnnyasi) may be visible (to others), his object (in life) should be (quite) evident. Though 
intelligent, he should show himself (behave) as though he were a madman or a fool and, 
though wise (eloquent), he should show himself as dumb in the eyes of the people. (10) 
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On this very point (the conduct of a recluse as recommended in the above verses) the 
wise narrate (by way of an illustration) the following old legend (mainly) consisting of a 
dialogue between Prahrada (the demon king) and the ascetic (Lord Dattatreya*) who was 


(then) following the mode of life ofa pythont. (11) Going about the (various) worlds with intent 
to ascertain the truth concerning the people and accompanied by a few ministers (alone), 


*We have been told in I. iii. 11 that the Lord appeared in the form of Dattatreya (son of Atri through Anasuya) and taught 
the science of the Spirit to king Alarka, Prahrada and others. From this it may be safely concluded that the ascetic referred 
to here was no other than Dattatreya. 

t A python is represented to be an unwieldy creature capable of little or no locmotion and catching its prey with its 
jaws and devouring only when it falls within its easy reach. Anyone following its mode oflifeis, therefore, expected to remain 
lying down on the bare ground in an open space all the time, stirring on no account and making no effort even to pick up 
food if offered. He is supposed to answer the calls of nature in that very posture and would accept food only when itis thrown 
into his mouth. He is practically dead to the world and drags his existence only to work out the Prarabdha or destiny 
responsible for his birth. Only a Jfiani of the highest order, who has lost all consciousness of the body and to whom life and 
death are alike, can think of following this mode of life. : 
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Prahrada, the beloved of the Lord, saw him lying on the (bare) ground on the sloping side 
of the Sahyadri hills (now known as the Western Ghats), along the bank of the Kaveri, his 
spotless (spiritual) glory concealed by his limbs covered (all over) with dust. (12-13) By his 
conduct, appearance (gestures), speech and marks indicative of grade in society and stage 
in life etc., people could not be sure about him that he was so and so, nor that he was not 
so and so. (14) Having greeted and duly worshiped him and touching his feet with his head, 
Prahrada (the demon king), the eminent devotee of the Lord, who was eager to know the truth 
(about him), asked the folowing question:—(15) “You carry a robust body like one given to 
exertion and enjoying the comforts of life. Wealth is the lot of only those who exert 
themselves; while enjoymentin this world falls to the lot of the moneyed (alone). (And) indeed 
the corporeal frame of (only) those who are given to luxuries grows fat, not otherwise. (16) 
Lying supine as you do, O holy one | you surely and obviously own no riches, from which 
alone follows (all enjoyment). (Pray,) tell us, if you deem fit, O Brahmana, the reason why 
this body of yours is (so) corpulent; even though you indulge in no luxury. (17) Learned able- 
bodied, endowed with a penetrating vision and possessing a wonderful and charming 
eloquence, you remain lying down undisturbed while the world is (actively) doing work, even 
though you perceive everything clearly. (18) 
ARE Sara 
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Narada continued : Directly questioned thus by Prahrada (the ruler of the Daityas) and 
captivated by his nectar like speech, the great ascetic (Lord Dattatreya) smilingly addressed 
him (as follows). (19) 
MAT Sa 
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The Brahmana replied : Esteemed as you are of the righteous (wise), O chief of the 
demons, you undoubtedly know by your spiritual insight (all) this, viz., the consequences of 
men's activity and cessation from activity. (20) Ever present in your heart by virtue of your 
absolute (motiveless) devotion, the glorious (self-effulgent) Lord Narayana dispels your 
ignorance even as the sun disperses (external) darkness. (21) Nevertheless, O king, we 
(proceed to) answer your questions in the light of what we have heard (on the subject from 
the wise). For, you deserve to be respected by (all) those seeking the purification of (their) 
heart. (22) Impelled to actions by the stream of Avidity, which brings in its train a succession 
of births (and deaths) and which cannot be sated with adequate enjoyments | have been 
thrown into various wombs (states of existence). (23) Wandering about (from one species 
of life to another) by force of actions | have been luckily endowed with this (human) body, 
which leads to heaven (through virtuous deeds), to final beatitude (through spiritual 
enlightenment or Devotion), to (birth in) the lower order of beings (through unrighteousness) 
and to this (human) life again (through a mixed type of actions). (24) Perceiving in this life 
too the frustration of married couples undertaking pursuits (of various kinds) for (securing) 
happiness and driving away calamities, | have ceased from all activity. (25) 
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Bliss constitutes the (very) essence-of this Self and cessation from all activity is the 
medium of its manifestation. Realizing (all) enjoyments to be the creation of fancy (alone), 
| remain lying down (supine), reaping the fruit of destiny. (26) Thus forgetting the object of 
its pursuit, viz., happiness, which is the (very) essence of its being and is eternally dwelling 
in it, the Jiva (embodied soul) actually undergoes transmigration—consisting of diverse 
states of existence (such as gods, human beings and the lower orders of creation) and (so) 
terrible (being characterized by birth, death, old age and so on)—through duality, which is 
(really) non-existent. (27) (Even) as an ignorant man impelled by the longing for water may 
run after a mirage, leaving (actual) water covered with duck weeds etc., sprung from (that 
very) water, a man seeking happiness (the object of his pursuit) elsewhere than his own Self 
runs after the objects of senses. (28) Fruitless are the actions repeatedly done by him who, 
though unaided by Providence, seeks through his body etc.,—which are controlled by 
Fate—happiness and cessation of suffering for himself. (29) (Even if they bear fruit,) what 
(good) will be done by riches and objects of desire (enjoyments sought after by men and 
procured by wealth), got with (great) hardship, to a mortal who is never free from bodily and 
other affliction ? (30) | perceive (everyday) the torment of moneyed men, who are (often) 
avaricious, (nay) whose mind is uncontrolled and who get no (sound) sleep for fear, greatly 
apprehensive as they are of everybody. (31) To those possessed of (anxious to preserve) 
life (virility) and wealth there is (constant) apprehension (of danger) from the king, thieves, 
the enemy, kinsmen, beasts and birds, beggars, death and (even) their own self (lest such 
wealth may be squandered given away or misplaced by themselves). (32) A wise man should 
(therefore) give up the craving for life (virility) and wealth, from which follow grief, infatuation, 
fear, anger, attachment, unmanliness and exertion etc., to men. (33) 
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The very best among our teachers in this world are the bee and the python, by (following) 
whose example we have acquired (first) dispassion and (then) contentment. (34) Killing the 
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(rightful) owner, another may usurp even his hard-earned wealth like the honey that has been 
collected (by the bee) with great pains. (In this way) aversion from all objects of desire has 
been learnt by me from the bee. (35) (Just) like a python | remain effortless and contented 
in mind with whatever is got by chance. (Even) if | get nothing, | remain lying (without food) 
for many days, depending on my own strength (power of resistance). (36) Now| eat a scanty 
fare and now plentiful, no matter whether it is delicious or tasteless; now | partake of a meal 
rich in many qualities and now gulp worthless provender. (37) Sometime | eat food offered 
with reverence, while at other times | (am compelled to) eat food which is served without (any 
tinge of) honour. Atsome places | eat even after having eaten (once); while (at other places) 
| eat by day or by night according to chance. (38) Enjoying what is ordained by fate and 
contented in mind | put on silk or linen, deerskin or rags, the bark of trees or even (any) other 
fabric that may be easily obtained. (39) Now | lie down.on the earth's surface (bare ground) 
and now on straws, leaves a slab of stone or ashes. (And) now | repose on a quilt stretched 
on a bedstead inside a palace in compliance with another's will. (40) Sometimes having 
bathed and besmeared my body with sandal-paste and finely dressed, nay, wearing a 
garland and decked with jewels, | drive in a chariot, or ride on horse-back or on an elephant; 
while at other times, O king, | roam (about) stark-naked like an evil spirit. (41) | neither revile 
nor eulogize men who are diverse of disposition (due to the predominance of any one of the 
three modes of Prakriti, viz., Sativa, Rajas and Tamas). On the other hand, | (only) wish them 
welfare in the shape of (their) unity of being with Lord Visnu (the supreme Spirit). (42) 
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(In order to attain such a state) one should (mentally) merge the notion of diversity in the 
mental faculty of perceiving such diversity and that faculty (itself) in the mind, which is 
responsible for our misconception of things (mistaking the body for the Self). (Again) 
merging the mind in the Sattvika aspect of the Ego, he should then merge the latter (through 
the Mahat-tattva) into the Maya (Prakrti or primordial Matter). (43) A contemplative soul 
should merge the said Maya in the (Self-conscious) Brahma and then, fixing his eyes on the 
(supreme) Reality and established in that self-conscious (supreme) Spirit and devoid of 
effort, he should become actionless. (44) In this way, since you are beloved of the Lord, | 
have told you about my own conduct, although it is very mysterious and repugnant to (all) 
secular and Vedic (religious) canons. (45) 
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Narada went on: Having (thus) attentively heard from (the lips of) the sage (Dattatreya) 
an account of the course of conduct prescribed for ascetics of the highest order and after 
(duly) worshipping him and taking his permission, Prahrada (the lord of the Asuras) returned 
thence to his home, full of delight. (46) 

Thus ends the thirteenth discourse, forming part of the dialogue between Emperor 
Yudhisthira and the sage Narada and bearing on the course of 
conduct prescribed for a recluse, in Book Seven of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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BY MIS oS aya: 


Discourse XIV 
An inquiry into right conduct (continued) 
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Yudhisthira submitted : O celestial sage, (pray) tell me the method (course of conduct) 
by which a householder like me, whose mind is excessively attached to his household, may 
easily attain the said state (final beatitude). (1) 
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Narada replied : Staying in his house, O king (Yudhisthira), and (duly) performing the 
duties proper to the life of a householder as an offering to Lord Visnu Himself for His pleasure 
alone (expecting no reward for them), a man should wait upon great sages (devotees of the 
Lord). (2) Surrounded by (associating with) men who are tranquil (by nature) and reverently 
hearing again and again according to his leisure the nectar-like stories of the Lord's descents, 
he should gradually give up through the fellowship of saints attachment to his body, wife, 
progeny, etc., who are themselves going to be severed (from him), (even) as he who has 
woke up (from a dream) gives up attachment to (the objects seen in) a dream. (3-4) Serving 
his body and household only to the extent itis (absolutely) necessary to do so and (outwardly) 
appearing like one attached to them, though (inwardly) disgusted (with them), a wise man 
should exhibit (his) humanity (behave like ordinary men) in the midst of men. (5) And not 
recognizing anything as his own, he should give his assent to whatever his kinsmen, parents, 
sons, brothers and other relations say and whatever they desire (so that there may be no 
occasion for tussle with them). (6) A wise man (aware of the infinite resources of the Lord) 
should do (all) this (the duties enjoined on a householder) while enjoying the wealth acquired 
by the grace of the Lord as well as that obtained from the earth, nay, (even) that got as a 
windfall, everything having been produced by Visnu (the immortal Lord). (7) That much (and 


not more) constitutes the (rightful) due of living beings (men), with which their belly may be 
filled (their body and soul may be kept together). He who claims more is a thief and deserves 
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punishment. (8) He should look upon deer, camels, donkeys, monkeys, rats, reptiles, birds 
and flies as though they were their (own) children Whatis that which distinguishes these from 
those (children)? (They deserve his fostering care as much as his own children). (9) Even 
a householder should not seek after the (first) three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious 
merit, worldly possessions and sensuous enjoyment) with great pains, but (only) as much 
(of them) as has been assigned (to him) by fate and (that too) with due regard to place and 
time. (10) He should unsparingly divide in due proportion (all) objects of enjoyment among 
all including dogs, sinful creatures and those belonging to the lowest strata of society (lit., 
those living at the end of a town or village); (nay, not minding his own inconvenience,) he 
should allow those deserving of service the (legitimate) use (unobjectionable services) even 
of his only wife, whom people regard as their (sole) possession. (11) The Lord (who is 
conquered by none) is veritably conquered by him who (inwardly) ralinquishes his claim on 
that (his) wife for whose sake a man is prone to lay down his own life or (even) to kill his (own) 
father and teacher (in the event of their being suspected to have illicit connection with 
her).(12) How despicable (on the one hand) is this worthless body, which is sure to be 
reduced in the end (after death) to the state of worms (on getting decomposed if interred) or 
converted into ordure (if left unprotected and devoured by carnivorous animals) or into ashes 
(if cremated) and equally despicable is (the body of) a wife, who is loved for the sake of such 
a body; and how exalted (on the other hand) is this soul (our real Self), which is all-pervading 
(lit., covers the entire space by its glory) ! (13) 
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A householder should sustain himself with (live on) articles (of food etc.) obtained by 
force of destiny and left after (the performance of) the five great sacrifices (respectful 
offerings to the animal kingdom, human beings, manes, Rsis and gods). Forgoing his claim 
on everything else, a wise man bids fair to attain the position of exalted souls (ascetics of 
the highest order). (14) With the wherewithal earned through one's own vocation he should 
daily worship the (highest) Purusa (the Inner Controller of all) separately in the form of the 
gods (the divine intelligences presiding over the various departments of Nature), Rsis 
(seers), human beings, the animal kingdom, manes (the spirits of the departed) and his own 
self. (15) When all the requisites for (the performance of) a sacrifice including his eligibility 
for it are forthcoming, he should worship the Deity by means of oblations poured into the 
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(sacred) fire and other sacrificial rites in accordance with the procedure laid down in the 
sacred texts detailing such procedure, (16) Indeed the said almighty Lord, the enjoyer of all 
sacrifices is not (so) fully propitiated by oblations offered through the (sacrificial) fire, O 
Yudhisthira, as by offerings (in the shape of morsels of cooked food) dropped into the mouth 
of a Brahmana (a member of the priestly class). (17) Therefore, worship the aforesaid Lord 
(the Inner Controller of all) through the Brahmanas and the gods, as well as through other 
human beings and other living creatures, (of course) after the Brahmanas, according to their 
respective worth, through various objects of enjoyment. (18) A Dwija (a member of the twice- 
born classes) possessed of the wherewithal should perform, in the (lunar) month of 
Prausthapada (i.e., Bhadrapada, if a month is taken to commence with the bright fortnight, 
or Agwina if it is taken to commence with the dark fortnight) according to his means, the 
Sraddha pertaining to the dark fortnight (and known by the name of Mahalaya) in honour of 
his (deceased) parents as well as of their relations and others. (19) He should (similarly) 
perform their Sraddha at the time of the summer and winter solstices and the vernal and 
autumnal equinoxes; during the particular (seventeenth) astronomical division of time called 
Vyatipata; on the day when a Tithi (a lunar day begins and ends without one sunrise or 
between two sunrises; during a lunar or solar eclipse; on a twelfth lunar day as well as during 
the period when the constellations known by the name of Sravana, Dhanistha and Satabhisa 
are ascendant; on the third (lunar day) of the bright half of Vaigakha as well as on the ninth 
(lunar day) of the bright half of Kartika; on the four Astakas (the eighth lunar days of the dark 
fortnight) during the seasons known by the name of Hemanta and Sigira (the months of 
Margagirsa, Pausa, Magha and Phalguna); on the seventh (lunar day) of the bright fortnight 
of the month of Magha; on the full-moon day (of Magha) when the constellation called Magha 
is ascendant; (nay,) even when the constellations associated with (and accounting for the 
names of) the (other) lunar months (also) appear on a full moon or even when the moon rises 
one digit less than the full on that day; on any twelfth lunar day when (the constellations of) 
Anuradha, Sravana and (any of) the three constellation associated with the name of Uttara 
(namely, Uttara Phalguni., Uttarasadha and Uttara Bhadrapada) are ascendant; or when the 
eleventh lunar day (of any month) is conjoined with (any of) these (constellations); (and 
lastly) on any day when the constellation under which one was born or (the constellation of) 
Sravana is ascendant. (20—23) These aforesaid periods are suitable (not only for Sraddha 
but) for all virtuous acts to be performed by men inasmuch as they enhance to a large extent 
the merit of the performer. One should practise virtue (in any form or shape) on (all) these 
days with all one's being; (for) there lies the fruitfulness of one's life. (24) Ablution, Japa (the 
muttering of prayers), Homa (offering oblations into the sacred fire), any sacred vow and 
worship of the gods and the Brahmanas that may be undertaken, and any gift that may be 
made to the manes, gods,human beings and (other) living beings on these occasions surely 
become imperishable (bring everlasting good). (25) (Nay,) one should undertake such acts 
of virtue (even) when the time comes for (the performance of) any purificatory rite for the 
benefit of one's wife or son, nay, of one's own self, the cremation of adead body and the death 
anniversary of one's parents and others and (also) on the occasion of any (other) ceremony 
intended to promote one's welfare, O Yudhisthira ! (26) 
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Now | shall fully enumerate the places conducive to religious merit and other good. That 
is unquestionably the most sacred tract where can be found a worthy man, the (very) 
likeness of the almighty Lord—in whom dwells the whole of this creation, animate as well as 
inanimate—and where stays the Brahmana race endowed with austerity, learning and 
compassion. (27-28) (Again,) that area is the abode of (all) blessings, wherever there is an 
image of Sri Hari, and where there are rivers like the (holy) Ganga celebrated in the Puranas 
and other sacred works. (29) Lakes such as Puskara and sacred spots inhabited by 
venerable souls Kuruksetra, Gaya (the spot where fell the head of the demon Gaya), 
Prayaga (the confluence of the Ganga and the Yamuna rivers), the hermitage (known by the 
name of Salagrama-Ksetra), of the sage Pulaha, (the forest of) Naimisa (the modern Nim- 
sar or Misrikh), Phalguna (the Kanyatirtha, now known as Cape Comerin), the (holy) bridge 
(attributed to Sri Rama and existing at Rameswaram), Prabhasa (also known by the name 
of Sankhoddhara and famous for its historical shrine of Somanatha) and KuSasthali 
(Dwaraka), Varanasi (the modern Banaras), Mathura (the capital of the demon chief 
Madhu, killed by Satrughna, Sri Rama’s youngest brother, and the birth-place of Lord Sri 
Krsna), lake Pampa and Bindusara (on whose strand stood the hermitage of the sage 
Kardama, father of Lord Kapila), Badarikasrama (the modern Badrinatha, the hermitage of 
the sage Narayana), the river Nanda (better known as Alakananda), Citrakuta (the hermitage 
of Sitaand Rama) andsoon, Oking, and all the principal mountain-ranges such as Mahendra 
and Malaya and places which are consecrated by the (fixed) idols of Sri Hari—these are 
(by far) the holiest tracts. Surely one desirous of blessedness should repeatedly sojourn in 
these places. For virtue practised here yields fruit a thousand times more than at other 
places.(30—33) 


ua wa fen @ afafe: oafand: ates sis ae 3 aemisyi 
qed a a a ReNeTegiaeengerat a: OTe: 1341 
Henke ave TEI eae 8=8=—- Adsilareadom. 1361 
goa |= gat 0 afeeigfacam: 1ata sfiaa Sa Oty Gee maT i301 
aay War AnAa ade | Tea ot fe Gest arama asad 131 


By the seers standing foremost among the judges of worthy souls, indeed, Sri Hari and 
Sri Hari alone, of whom the mobile and immobile creation is surely constituted, O ruler of the 
earth, has been concluded to be really worthy of honour in this world. (34) For in that 
(Rajasiya) sacrifice (performed by you the other day), in the presence even of gods, Rsis 
(seers) and adepts (in austerity and Yoga etc.) such as Sanaka and his (three) brothers (the 
mind-born sons of Brahma, the creator), O king, Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) was 
recognized as worthy of being adored in the first instance. (35) The great tree in the shape 
of the egg=shaped universe is crowded with multitudes of Jivas (embodied souls). He being 
the root of this tree, to worship Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) is to gratify all living beings as 
wellas one's own self. (36) The (varied) dwellings in the form of (the bodies of) human beings. 
animals, Rsis (the mind-born sons of Brahma, the creator) and gods have been evolved by 
Him. He is (known as) the Purusa (the dweller in these habitations) inasmuch as He dwells 
in these abodes in the form of the embodied soul (and also as their Inner Controller). (37) 
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In these aforementioned bodies, O king, the Lord is present in different degrees (according 
to the proportion of intelligence, power etc., manifest in them). Hence (because according 
to this principle, a human soul manifests divinity in a greater degree than the sub-human 
creation,) a human being (alone) is really deserving of honour. (Even) human beings are 
worthy of respect more or less in proportion to the degree of self-consciousness manifest in 
each (individual case)*.(38) 
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Perceiving the inclination among the aforesaid human souls to despise one another, O 
Yudhisthira, the image of Sri Hari was instituted by the wise for worship in Treta and the 
following Yugas. (39) Thenceforward some people began to worship Sri Hari in images with 
(various) articles of worship, viewing them with great reverence. Though (reverently) 
worshipped, an image does not yield the desired result to misanthropes. (40) Even among 
men, O king of kings, the wise recognize a Brahmana (a member of the priestly class) as 
eminently worthy of respect. (For) by virtue of (his) asceticism, learning and contentment he 
preserves the Veda, constituting the body of Sri Hari. (41) Sanctifying the three worlds 
(heaven, earth and the aerial region) with the (very) dust of their feet, the Brahmanas, O king 
are indeed worthy of great adoration even in the eyes of Sri Krsna, the Soul of the 
universe.(42) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse entitled "An inquiry into right conduct (continued)", 
in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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* This is corroborated by the Sruti text ‘y-=3 =faamam' (the self is manifest ina greater degree in human kind). 
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Narada began again : Some Brahmanas are devoted to rituals (laid down in the 
scriptures as pertaining to their grade in society and stage in life), while others , O ruler of 
men, are intent on (the practice of) austerities. (Still) others are those that have pinned their 
faith in the study and teaching of the Vedas and other scriptures; while (yet) others are given 
to the pursuit of Jfiana (spiritual enlightenment) and Yoga or Devotion (each succeeding 
class being regarded as superior to the preceding one). (1) By one seeking immortality (for 
oneself or for the departed soul), oblations of food etc., intended for the spirit of a deceased 
relation (on the occasion of a Sraddha) as well as for gods in a ritual intended to propitiate 
the gods should be offered to one devoted to the pursuit of spiritual enlightenment. In the 
absence of such a Brahmana (of course) the offering may be given to others (those devoted 
to rituals etc,) according to their merit (giving preference to the higher types if a choice has 
to be made). (2) One should feed (only) two Brahmanas in the course of a rite intended to 
propitiate the gods and three ina ceremony (Sraddha) in the interest of a deceased relative 
or (only) one on either occasion. Though very rich, a householder should not invite a large 
number (of Brahmanas) during a Sraddha feast. (3) (For) due to (his) feeding alarge number 
and offering food to his relatives, (the amount of) reverence befitting the place and time (of 
the ceremony) the (quality of) materials (of food etc, used on the occasion), a worthy recipient 
(for the offerings) and (the correct procedure of) worship—(all) these cannot be adequately 
ensured. (4) When a (proper) place and time are available, food fit for (the consumption of) 
hermits (such as wild rice), offered (in the first instance) to Sri Hari and (then) served with 
(due) reverence and in accordance with the scriptural ordinance to a worthy recipient yields 
the desired fruit (to those who crave for it) and proves (to be a source of) everlasting (good 
to a seeker of blessedness). (5) Duly distributing the food (cooked on such occasions) 
among the gods, the Rsis (the seers), the manes and other living beings, one's own self 
and one's relatives, one should look upon all these as (so many) forms of the Supreme 
Person. (6) 
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One who knows the essence of piety should not offer meat (to the manes) ina Sraddha 
ceremony nor should he eat it (himself). The type of supreme gratification caused (to the 
manes as well as to the Lord Himself) through cereals fit for (the consumption of) anchorites 
(because involving no destruction of life) is never brought about through (meat etc., obtained 
by) the killing of animals. (7) For men seeking true piety there is no other such virtue as 
abstinence from violence to living beings, perpetrated through mind, speech and body. (8) 
(That is why) some wise men, (who are) foremost among the knowers of the truth about 
-sacrifices and free from desire offer sacrifices consisting of rituals into the fire of self-control 
kindled by Knowledge (of the Self). (That is to say, they completely withdraw themselves 


from external rituals.) (9) Seeing one proceeding to propitiate the Lord through sacrifices 
conducted with material substances, animals grow apprehensive lest the merciless fellow, 
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who is ignorant of the truth of the Spirit and is (therefore) given to the (mere) gratification of 
his self, will surely kill them. (10) Therefore, (remaining ever) contented, he who knows what 
is right should perform from day to day (his) obligatory and occasional duties even with the 
cereals fit for (the consumption of) hermits and obtained by force of destiny (rather than 
undertake big sacrifices involving destruction of life). (11) He who knows (what is) piety 
should give up Vidharma, Paradharma, Abhasa, Upama (Upadharma) and Chala—these 
five offshoots of Adharma (vice) (even) as vice (itself, which is directly prohibited). (12) 
Vidharma is that which interferes with (the pursuit of) one's own prescribed conduct even 
though practised as a virtue; while Paradharma is that which is prescribed for another (and 
not for one's own self). A course of conduct recommended in a scripture opposed to the 
Vedas or intended to deceive another is Upadharma (or Upama) whereas Chala is that 
course of conduct which is justified by distorting the sacred texts, (13) (And) that which has 
been originated by men according to their own whim as apart from the (four established) 
Asramas or stages in life is (known by the name of) Abhasa. (The aforesaid five surely lead 
to frustration.) And in whose case has a course of conduct enjoined by one's own innate 
disposition (on the other hand) not proved capable of alleviating distress? (14) 
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An indigent man should not endeavour to obtain wealth even for the sake of piety or for 
maintenance. Effortlessness proves to be a means of subsistence to a man who ceases to 
Strive (even) as it does in the case of a python. (15) How can that (supreme and lasting) 
happiness which falls to the lot of a contented and effortless man delighting in his own self 
be enjoyed by one running in all directions in quest of wealth out of greed for objects of 
sense?(16) To a man ever contented in mind all directions are full of happiness, (just) as 
there is (complete) security from gravel and thorns etc., for him whose feet are protected by 
shoes. (17) With what cannot a contented man get on, O Yudhisthira,say, even with water? 
It is (only) due to (his) longing for the delights of sex and the palate that a man behaves 
(knocks about from door to door) like a dog.(18) The glory, learning, austerity and fame of 
a discontented Brahmana disappear and his wisdom gets dissipated due to the vagrancy of 
his senses. (19) A man reaches the end of (is able to conquer) passion through hunger and 
thirst, and the end of wrath on the appearance of its sequel (in the shape of violence); but 
he fails to reach the end of greed (even) after conquering the (four) quarters and enjoying 
the sovereignty of (many) lands. (20) Many a learned man, possessing extensive knowledge 
and capable of dispelling (others') doubts, O king, and even some heads of assemblies 
descend into depths of hell through discontent. (21) 
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One should conquer desire through lack of determination to gratify it, wrath by eschewing 
desire, greed by looking upon wealth as an evil, fear by pondering the true nature of things 
(unity of life), grief and infatuation by distinguishing matter from Spirit, hypocrisy through 
service to exalted souls, impediments (such as worldly gossip) in the path of Yoga 
(concentration of mind) through (a vow of) silence, violence (to others) through inactivity of 
body etc., (giving up all efforts for securing religious merit, worldly riches and sensuous 
enjoyment). (22-23) He should get rid of pain resulting from (other) living beings through 
compassion (friendly behaviour to those very beings), suffering brought about by divine 
agencies (natural phenomena) by recourse to composure of mind (calm resignation to the 
divine will), bodily distemper by dint of Yogic practices (such as breath-control and soon) and 
sleep by recourse to Sattvika food etc. (24) (Again,) aman should conquer Rajas (passion) 
and Tamas (inertia) by dint of Sattva and Sattva through freedom from attachment and 
indeed all these (the evils enumerated above) with ease through devotion to one's 
preceptor.(25) Analogous to the bath of an elephant (which throws dust on its body 
immediately after washing it) is all sacred knowledge possessed by a man who entertains 
the perverted notion about the teacher—who has conferred on him the light of wisdom and 
(as such) is no other than the Lord—that he is a mortal (like himself). (26) Just as Sri Krsna, 
present before you, is the ruler of (both) Prakrti (primordial Matter), and Purusa (the individual 
soul), and His feet are worthy of being sought after even by masters of Yoga (like Siva), and 
yet the world looks upon Him as a human being, so is the case with the preceptor, who is 
(invariably) the same as the Lord. (27) 
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All precepts of the nature of an ordinance (such as those enjoining sacrifices and works 
of public utility etc.) solely aim at the subjugation of the five senses and the mind. (Even) 
though aiming at this, they entail (only) fruitless labour if they do not bring in their train the 
(three) stages of contemplation on the Lord (in the shape of Dharana, Dhyana and 
Samadhi).(28) (Just) as (vocational) pursuits like agriculture (and their rewards in the shape 
of a bumper crop and so on) do not evidently contribute to Liberation (the object of Yoga or 
concentration of mind), (on the other hand,) they make for transmigration (whichis a positive 
evil), so do sacrifices and works of public utility (such as digging of wells, tanks and so on) 
under-taken by him who has his face turned away from God lead to metempsychosis (alone 
rather than to Liberation). (29) 
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He who is intent upon the subjugation of (his) mind should become a recluse (renounce 

the world) and live alone in a secluded place, free from attachment and devoid of possession 


and subsisting on scanty fare obtained by begging. (30) Arranging his seat (consisting of a 
mat of KuSa grass, covered by deerskin with a piece of cloth spread onit), O king, onaclean 
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and level ground, one should squat on it with his body erect in a steady, straight and easy 
pose, repeating (the mystic syllable) OM. (31) Fixing his gaze onthe tip of his nose, he should 
thoroughly control his expiration and inspiration by (first) inhaling the air, (then) suspending 
the breath and (finally) exhaling the air (and repeating the process in the same order) till his 
mind gives up (indulging in diverse desires). (32) A wise man should gradually hold in the 
heart his roving mind, smitten with desires, withdrawing it from all those objects towards 
which it goes. (33) The mind of that striver, constantly exerting himself in this way, attains 
quiescence irra very short time, (even) as a fire without fuel goes out before long. (34) Amind 
which is no longer agitated by lust etc., (nay,) all whose operations have been completely 
set at rest and which is immersed in the bliss of absorption into Brahma (the Absolute) will 
never feel distracted (again). (35) 
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If a recluse, having first retired from (taken leave of) his home—a field for the culture of 
religious merit, worldly riches and sensuous enjoyment (the first three objects of human 
pursuit)— seeks after them again, he is indeed a shameless fellow and (virtually) eats what 
has been vomited. (36) Those very fools who (once) thought of their body as not-self, mortal 
and sure to be converted into ordure (if left unprotected and allowed to be consumed by 
Carnivorous animals), reduced to the state of worms (if interred and thus allowed to rot) or 
reduced to ashes (if cremated), treat it (once more) as their (very) self and get others to extol 
it. (37) Neglect of religious duties on the part of a householder, violation of the vow of chastity 
etc., on the part of a Brahmacari (religious student), reversion to a village life on the part of 
an anchorite and lack of self-restraint on the part of a recluse (are most blame-worthy;)—men 
guilty of these (aberrations) are indeed the vilest among those embracing (any of) the (four) 
ASramas (stages in life). They actually bring their Agrama to ridicule; out of compassion (for 
them) one should ignore such men, infatuated (as they are) by the deluding potency of the 
Lord. (38-39) If a man has come to recognize his self as (one with) the Supreme, he must 
have (all) his cravings uprooted by this knowledge. Seeking what (gain) and for what purpose 
should he (then) remain addicted to sensual pleasures and nourish his body ? (40) They 
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(figuratively) speak of the body as a chariot,* the senses as the horses (drawing the chariot), 
the mind—the ruler of the senses—as the reins (guiding the horses), the objects of senses 
(sound, etc.,) as the paths (to be traversed by the horses), reason (or understanding) as the 
charioteer and the intellect as his capacious seat, (all) made by God. (41) They actually refer 
to the tent vital airs as the axletree, (past) virtue and sin (responsible for the existence and 
functioning of the body) as the two wheels, the Jiva (embodied soul) identifying itself with the 
body as the owner (occupant) of the chariot, (the mystic syllable) OM as his bow, the (pure) 
Self as the shaft and the Supreme Itself as the mark. (42) Attachment and aversion and 
cupidity, grief and infatuation, fear, vanity, the feelings of pride andignominy and acarping 
spirit, deceitfulness, violence and jealousy, instinctive clinging to worldly life and bodily 
enjoyments, negligence, hunger and sleep and so on are the enemies (to be conquered). 
They are (all) born of Rajas (passion) and Tamas (ignorance); (while) sometimes 
propensities (such as compassion) born of Sattva (the principle of goodness too) prove to 
be our enemies (as they did in the case of Emperor Bharata—vide V. viii). (43-44) 
While (yet) the Jiva retains the chariot in the shape of a human body with (all) its 
appurtenances (in the shape of the senses etc.,) under his control, he should body with (all) 
its appurtenances (in the shape of the senses etc.) under his control, he should get rid of 
(all the aforesaid) enemies, wielding the sword of wisdom sharpened with the worship of 
the feet of most exalted souls and finding his strength in (depending on) Lord Acyuta 
(alone). (Then,) sated with the bliss which constitutes His very being and tranquil (of mind), 
he should cast off the chariot (too). (45) Otherwise the unruly horses in the shape of the 
senses inclined towards the world as well as the charioteer (in the shape of a feeble 
understanding) lead the unwary occupant of the chariot astray (put him on the path of 
worldly activity) and betray him to robbers in the shape of the objects of senses. (And) 
these robbers hurl him, horses, charioteer and all, into the pit of transmigration, dark with 
ignorance and beset with the great fear of death . (46) 
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Action recommended in the Vedas is of two kinds : Pravrtta Karma (that which turns the 
mind towards worldly objects) and Nivrtta Karma (that which draws the mind away from the 
external world and turns it inwards). By means of Pravrtta Karma one is likely to return to 


mundane existence (in order to enjoy its fruit); while through Nivrtta Karma one enjoys 
immortality (final beatitude). (47) A ritual (such as Syena-Yaga or hawk-sacrifice) having for 


* Compare the following verses of the Kathopanisad: 
aa * Wes fate wiz + tata q1 als q ania fale aa: weha Ss 
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+ Forthe names and respective functions of the vital airs vide footnote below Ill. vi. 9. 
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its object the destruction of an enemy, or that conducted by means of material substances, 
such as Agnihotra (the daily offering of oblations into the sacred fire), as well as Darga(a 
fortnightly sacrifice performed on every Amavasya, the last day of.a dark fortnight when the 
sun and the moon dwell together) and Purnamasa (another fortnightly sacrifice performed 
on the full moon), Caturmasya (one of the three sacrifices performed at the beginning of 
every four months), an animal sacrifice, a Soma sacrifice, VaiSwadeva (a rite which must be 
performed by every householder both morning and evening and especially before the 
midday meal and consists in homage paid to the Viswedevas) and even so Balikarma 
(offering, before the daily meal, morsels of cooked food such as rice, bread etc., to certain 
gods, semi-divine beings, household divinities, spirits, men, birds, other animals and all 
creatures including even lifeless objects)—(collectively) known as Ista (sacrificial acts)— 
and Purta (works of public utility) such as the construction of a temple, a garden, a well or 
a place where water is supplied to wayfarers, cattle and so on—(both) these are designated 
as Pravrtta Karma, if they are undertaken from interested motives, and bring uneasiness (of 
mind) in their train (accompanied as they are by excessive attachment). (48-49) The subtle 
modification of material substances (thrown into the fire as oblations, and entering into the 
constitution of an ethereal body), (the deities presiding over) smoke, the night-time, the dark 
fortnight, the winter half-year (representing the sun's progress south of the equator) and (the 
sphere of) the moon, (which mark the gradual ascent of the departed soul, and dissolution 
of the ethereal body (as illustrated by Amavasy&, when the moon altogether ceases to 
appear), annual plants and creepers, foodgrains and vital fluid (which mark its gradual 
descent)—these, O ruler of the earth, make the path* of Pravrtta Karma (known by the name 
a a a 
* The idea is that the soul of one devoted to Pravrtta Karma here is invested after death with an ethereal body made 
up of the subtle modifications of material substances thrown by him during his lifetime as oblations into the sacred fire; and, 
united with this body, the soul gradually ascends to the sphere of the moon, being escorted on the way one after another by 
the deities presiding over smoke, the night-time, the dark fortnight and the winter half-year. Having enjoyed the pleasures of 
the moon-world (which is a part of heaven) and thus exhausted the merit responsible for its Stay there, the soul takes a 
downward course. As the soul falls from heaven, the ethereal body with which it was clothed in heaven gets dissolved even 
as the orb of the moon ceases to be visible on an Amavasya. Descending on earth with a rain-drdp, it enters an annual plant 
or creeper and appears in the form of a grain. Then, finding its way and getting absorbed into the system of a male human 
being, itis transformed by stages into the generative fluid, which, on entering the uterus and getting united with the ovum during 
the process of conception is gradually developed into a male or female embryo. This process of ascentand descent of ahuman 
soul devoted to Pravrita Karma has been outlined in the verses translated above and is corroborated by-the following Sruti 
text :— 
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Also compare the following verse of the Bhagavadgita:— 

Ya Ue SET: Tose Ce Ta SS Shea ater Prada i 

The other path is that in which are stationed the gods presiding over smoke, night, the dark fortnight and thersix months 
of the southward course of the sun; the Yogi (devoted to action with an interested motive and) taking to this path, after death, 


is led by the above-said gods, one after another, and attaining to the lustre (region) of the moon (and enjoying the fruit of his 
meritorious deeds in heaven) returns to this mortal world. 
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of Pitryana or DnUmamarga, the Dark Path), characterized by rebirth. Having gone through 
each one of these stages in the order mentioned above, the soul is reborn on this earth. (50-51) 
(Only) a member of the twice-born classes (duly) consecrated by (all) the purificatory rites 
from Garbhadhana (the ceremony of impregnation performed before conception) down to 
Antyesti (the funeral rites perfomed at the crematory) follows this course. Those devoted to 
Nivrtta Karma (on the other hand) offer sacrifices in the form of ritual acts (themselves) into 
(the fire of) the senses lighted by Knowledge (of the Self). (In other words, they look upon 
the functions of the senses-as the manifestation of the senses themselves). (52) (Again,) 
such a man merges his senses in the mind, representing the thinking faculty; the mind, full 
of morbid thoughts, in speech (because it is speech in the form of scriptural ordinance etc, 
that propels the mind to pose as the doer and so on, which is truly speaking only an 
aberration); speech, in the body of articulate sounds (because itis in these specific forms that 
speech reveals itself); the latter, in the compound vowel sound OM; (the mystical sound) OM, 
in (what is known by the name of) Bindu (the nasal sound); the latter (again) in Nada (the 
echo); Nada, in Prana (the Jiva as associated with the vital air); and the last-named, in 
Brahma (the all-pervading Spirit). (53) (The deities presiding over) fire, the sun, the day-time, 
the close of day (eventide), the bright fortnight, the full moon (the closing day of a bright 
fortnight), the summer half-year (representing the progress of the sun to the north of the 
equator) and Brahma* (that mark the ascent of the departed soul to Brahmaloka, the realm 
of Brahma, the uppermost and the subtlest sphere of this material universe and representing 
the climax of material enjoyment), the Viswa (the soul identifying itself with gross matter), 
Taijasa (the soul identified with subtle matter), the Prajfia (the soul indentified with the causal 
matter), the Turya (the soul standing as a witness of all these states), so-called because of 
its being associated with each of these states (as its witness), and Atma (the pure Spirit)— 
the Vedas speak of these as (marking) the path of the gods (also known by the name 
of Arcirmarga or the Bright Path, which culminates in Liberation). Going through (all) 
these stages one after another, the tranquil-minded votary of the (supreme) Spirit (God), 
established in the Self, never returns (to this world). (54-55) 


* Verse 54 likewise delineates the path of the human soul devoted to Nivrita Karma. Here the soul of the deceased 
gradually ascends to the abode of Brahma (the creator), being conducted on the way by the deities presiding over fire, the sun, 
the day-time, eventide, the bright fortnight, the full moon and the summer half-year. There it enjoys the luxuries of that realm 
and finally attains Liberation along with Brahma. The latier half of this verse outlines the process of Liberation, which 
commences with the soul, which was till now known by the name of Viswa, merging its physical body in the astral and remaining 
identified with the latter, when it is designated as Taijasa. The Taijasa merges its astral body in the causal sheath and enjoys 
the title of Prajfia so long as it remains identified with the causal frame. Then, merging the causal sheath in the all-witnessing 
Self, which is united with all bodies, it assumes the title of Turya; and finally casting off the role of a witness too, it remains in 
its primary state as the pure Self or Absolute. In other words, it is shorn of all adjuncts and gets liberated. 

This is corroborated by the following texts of the Chandogya Upanisad :-— 
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Also compare the following couplet of the Bhagavadgita:— 
Siete: YA: WA SIAN | Ta Wa Tes Bel Tea SAT: Il (VIII.24) 


“(Of the two paths) the one is that in which are stationed the all-effulgent fire-god and the deities presiding over daylight, 
the bright fortnight and the six months of the northward course of the sun respectively, proceeding along it after death Yogis, 
who have known Brahma, being successively led by the above gods, finally reach Brahma.” 
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(Even) he who discerns these two paths presided over by the manes and the gods 
(respectively)—conclusively and distinctly made known by the Vedas—with the eye of 
scriptural knowledge never gives way to infatuation even though remaining in (this) 
body.(56) (For) as a matter of fact, he (the knower of these two paths) himself comprises 
what exists before (as the cause of) and after (as the background of), outside (viz., the 
objective universe) and inside (viz., the subject or the ego) all bodies; and he is the high 
and the low. (Again,) he is the understanding (the cognitive faculty) as well as that which 
is worth knowing, the word and the thing denoted by it, darkness as wellas light. (In other 
words, there is nothing other than him, which may infatuate him). (57) Even as a 
reflection is taken to be real, even though (logically) disproved in everyway, SO all 
objective existence (impinging on our senses as material) is (only) fancied to be real 
(though not real), being difficult to be reconciled with reason. (58) The psycho-physical 
organism, which is (popularly believed to be) a combination of the (five gross) elements, 
earth and so on, is indeed none of the following possibilities : it is neither their collection 
nor compound nor even modification; (for) it is neither distinct from them nor pervaded 
by them. Hence it is illusory. * (59) The (five gross) elements (the constituent of the body) 
too cannot exist apart from their finer components (in the shape of the subtle elements) 
because of their being compounds themselves (whose existence as apart from their 
components has already been disproved). (And) indeed, in the event of a compound as 
such being (proved to be) non-existent, a component too ultimately proves to be non- 
entity;(for there is no proof for the existence of a component other than the fact that the 
appearance of a compound cannot be otherwise accounted for). (60) (It may be asked 
here : how do you account for the identity of an individual at different periods if you deny 
the existence of an individual ? (Our reply to this is that) the delusion about the identity 
of an individual (whose existence as apart from his limbs along with that of the limbs has 
just been shown to be a mere illusion) persists (only) so long as we attribute diversity to 
SS ee Se 3 i ae Ds SIE 

* The body of an embodied soul is believed to be a combination of the five elements. Now, that which is supposed to 
be a combination of two or more units falls under one of the following categories: (1) It may be a mere collection of those units 
as, for instance, what is known as a thicket is nothing but a collection of shrubs, trees etc., growing close together. (2) Orit 
may be a compound, i. e., a combination of elements just as water is declared to be a combination of hydrogen and oxygen(3) 
Or again it may be a modification of two or more substances as, for instance, curds is a modification of milk combined with 
an acid. An organism falls under none of these three categories. It is neither a mere collection of the five elements of which 
itis believed to be constituted, as a thicket is of shrubs, trees and so on. For, the shrubs etc., of which a thicket is constituted 
do not cohere in the same way as the elements doin the case of an organism. Nor can an organism be said to be a compound 
or modification of the elements. For, a compound or modification of substances must be either distinct from or pervaded by 
those substances, and an organism cannot in the first place be conceived as altogether different from the elements. If, on 
the other hand, it is believed to be pervaded by the elements, the question arises: does the whole pervade every part of it in 
its entirety or only partially ? If it pervades every part in its entirety, even a finger will pass for the entire body. And ifit is urged 
that it pervades every part only partially, there will be no end to the process of partition. Hence the existence of a whole as 
apart from its parts is only illusory and not real. And since every partis a whole in relation toits own parts the separate existence 
of the parts too is similarly disproved and thus the whole range of objective existence is proved to preved to be acolossal hoax. 
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God (the one Reality). The injunctive and interdictory force of the sacred texts (also) 
remains intact in the same way as the distinction of waking life and sleep persists (even) 
in the course of a dream. (61) 
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Pondering the unity of thought, action and material substances, a contemplative soul 

shakes off through Self-Realization in this( very) life his three dreams (in the shape of the 
three states of waking life, dream and deep sleep). (62) To contemplate the substantial unity 
of causes and effects—on the analogy of (the unity of) cloth and its warp and woof—their 
diversity being unreal: this is called Bhavadwaita (unity of thought). (63) To resign with mind, 
speech and body all (one's) actions to the supreme Spirit directly (without expecting any fruit 
for one-self), O son of Prtha (Kunti)—this is what is called Kriyadwaita (unity of action). (64) 
To identify one's own interests and enjoyment with those of one's wife, progeny and other 
relations as well as of all other embodied souls—this is what is called Dravyadwaita (unity 
of material substances). (65) 
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By whatever means, at whatever place and time and from whatever source a (particular) 
material is permitted to be acquired by a particular man, O protector of men, he should 
perform (his allotted) duties (sacrifices etc.,) with that material and no other materials except 
when in distress. (66) Making his living by his own (vocational) duties enjoined by the Vedas 
and enumerated before and (similar) other duties, a man blessed with Devotion can attain 
the realm or state of Sri Krsna (who is present before you), even (though staying) at home, 
O king. (67) Even as you and your brothers, O king of kings, have been able to get over a 
series of calamities, (so) difficult to get rid of, by the grace of Lord Sri Krsna, the supreme 
Spirit, by serving whose lotus-feet you (duly) performed a number of (big) sacrifices (such 
as Rajasuya and Aswamedha), having entirely subdued (all opponents including) the 
elephants guarding the quarters, so shall you cross the ocean of mundane existence also 
by the grace of Sri Krsna. (68) 
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Formerly, in the prévious round of creation (the regime of the previous Brahma), | was 


(once) born as a Gandharva (celestial musician), Upabarhana by name, highly respected 
among the Gandharvas. (69) (Most) pleasing to the eye by virtue of (my) comeliness of form, 
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grace, sweet voice and fragrance, | was most beloved of women and was constantly drunk 
and excessively fond of women. (70) Once in a sacrificial session commenced by the gods, 
parties of Gandharvas and Apsaras (celestial dancing girls) were invited by the creators of 
the universe (Daksa, Marici and others) for (the purpose of) singing the stories of Sri Hari.(71 ) 
Coming to know of that invitation and surrounded by women, | too went there singing (profane 
songs even on the way without permission). Taking it to be an offence on my part, the creators 
of the universe cursed me by dint of their ascetic power, saying : "Shorn of (all) splendour, 
attain you at-once the state (body) of a Sudra, since you have behaved disrespectfully 
(towards us)." (72) At once | was born of a maid-servant and through service even in that life 
to sages who were (all) expounders of the Vedas, and thanks to their fellowship | attained 
the (present) state of a (mind-born) son of Brahma. (73) | have (thus) explained to you the 
(course of) conduct prescribed for a married man which is capable of destroying (all) sin, and 
by (following) which a householder (too) can speedily attain the goal of recluses (viz., final 
beatitude). (74) 
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Oh, exceedingly fortunate (far more fortunate than Prahrada) on earth (this world of 
human beings) are you (the Pandavas and the Yadus), to whose residences flock from all 
quarters sages sanctifying the (whole) world, inasmuch as the Supreme Brahma bodily stays 
there disguised in the form of a human being. (75) This very Sri Krsna, your well-known 
beloved friend and cousin (son of your maternal uncle Vasudeva), (nay,) your very self 
(body), worthy of your adoration, obedient servant (ambassador and charioteer) and 
preceptor (all in one), is Brahma, (that may be described as) the realization of absolute 
(unconditioned) supreme Bliss and which is diligently sought after (even) by the great. (76) 
May this Sri Krsna, the well-known Protector of devotees, be gracious to us—Sri Krsna, 
whose essential character has not (so far) been depicted in its true colours with the help of 
reason (even) by Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), Brhama the (lotus-born) and others, 
and who is adored (by us) through silent meditation and enquiry, Devotion and control of 
senses and so on (unlike you, who are on such intimate terms with Him and on whom He 
lavishes His affection, a privilege which even Prahrada never enjoyed). (77) 
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Sri Suka went on : Hearing the discourse of the celestial sage (Narada) as reproduced 
in the foregoing verses, Emperor Yudhisthira (the foremost of the Bharatas) felt much 
delighted and, overwhelmed with love, (duly) worshipped him as well as Sri Krsna (who was 
present there). (78) Taking leave of Sri Krsna and Yudhisthira (son of Prtha) and honoured 
by them, the (celestial) sage left (for his abode). (And) Yudhisthira felt highly amazed to hear 
of Sri Krsna as (no other than) the supreme Reality. (79) In this way | have related to you 
separately the accounts of the posterity of the daughters of Daksa in which are comprised 
(the various) orders of animate and inanimate creation, such as gods, demons and human 
beings. (80) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse entitled “An inquiry into right conduct (concluded)", forming 
part of the dialogue between Emperor Yudhisthira and the sage Narada, narrating 
the story of Prahrada, in Book Seven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, composed by the sage 
Vedavyasa and consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana 
Book Eight 
Discourse | 


The Manvantaras described 


waar 


The king (Pariksit) submitted: | have heard at length in this context, O preceptor, (an 
account) of the line (daughters' children) of Swayambhuva Manu (just narrated by you), in 
which figured the posterity (sons and grandsons) of Marici and others (the creators of the 
universe). (Pray,) speak to us (now) about the other Manus (as well). (1) Tell us who are 
listening (with rapt attention), O holy one, (an account especially) of those Manvantaras with 
which the learned associate any (particular) descent and exploits of Sri Hari, the greatest of 
the great . (2) Relate to us, O holy Brahmana, what the Lord,(who is) the Protector of the 
universe, actually did in which past Manvantara, what He is doing now or what He is going 
to accomplish in which future Manvantara.(3) 
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The sage (Sukadeva) replied: In the current Kalpa (cycle or Brahima's day) six Manus 
(Manvantaras), Swayambhuva and others, have (already) passed. Of these, an account of 
the first (viz., that presided over by Swayambhuva Manu) has been narrated to you as well 


as the story of the creation of gods and other (orders of) creatures such as demons and 
human beings.(4) (| have told you how) the Lord actually assumed the role of a son to (the 
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blessed) Akati and Devahati, daughters of the aforesaid (Swayambhuva) Manu, in order to 
teach (the former)piety (in the person of Yajfia) and (to the latter spiritual) wisdom (in the 
person of the sage Kapila) respectively. (5) (Of these) | have already related* (to you) the 
achievement of Kapila (in the shape of instruction in Devotion and spiritual wisdom imparted 
to Devahiti, which led her to renounce everything and, fixing her thought exclusively on the 
Lord, attain final beatitude). | shall (now) recount, O chief of the Kurus what Lord Yajfia did.(6) 
face: araatg aasoofa: sy: fq we ace ase armtfaer © | 
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Fed up with the enjoyment of sense-objects and having relinquished his kingship, 
Emperor Swayambhuva Manu (the spouse of Sataripa) withdrew to the forest for 
(practising) austerities along with his consort. (7) Practising rigid asceticism on the bank of 
the (river) Sunanda for a hundred years and touching the ground with(only) one foot, he 
repeated the following (prayer), O scion of Bharata !(8) 
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Manu prayed: Oh, how strange (that) the individual soul does not know Him—although 
He knows the individual soul—because of whom (whose presence) the world (of matter, viz., 
the body, senses, mind and so on) is endowed with consciousness but to whom the world 
does not lend consciousness (He being conscious by His very nature), and who keeps 
awake(as the witness) while the world is asleep.(9) Whatever animate( or inanimate) 
creation there exists in the world, all that is pervaded by the (cosmic) Spirit (who not only 
sustains it but also enlivens it). (Therefore,) live upon what has been assigned (to you) by 
Him (or what has been consecrated to Him); do not covet the wealth of anyone (else).(10) 
Flee (for protection) to that self-effulgent Lord, the abode (Inner Controller) of (all) created 
beings, (and who has been figuratively depicted in the Upanisads as) a bird with beautiful 
wings( dwelling on the tree of this body as an unconcerned witness along with the Jiva, 
represented as its companion attached to the tree), whom, as the Perceiver (of all), the 
world (or the sense of sight) cannot perceive(because He is above sense-perception and 
because the knower cannot be known by the means of knowledge) and whose perception 
(knowledge) never fails (inasmuch as it constitutes His very being, unlike the consciousness 
of the finite Jiva, which disappears with the disappearance of its object). (11) The all- 
pervading Brahma (alone) is that (supreme) Reality to which neither beginning nor end nor 
middle can be attributed, nay, in whose eye there is neither friend nor foe. ( It being the Self 


a 


*Vide Book Ill. 
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of all), neither inside nor outside(because of Its pervading all), to which (all) these stages 
(viz., the beginning, middle and end) of the universe are attributable and which is (manifested 
in the form of )the universe.(12)The aforesaid Lord has the universe for His body and bears 
innumerable names; He (alone) is true, self-effulgent, unborn and (most) ancient. By His 
own (creative) Energy (called Maya, which is unborn like Himself; because Sakti and 
Saktiman are identical in essence).He undertakes the creation etc., (namely, maintenance 
and dissolution as well) of this universe and, having set aside the said Maya by His (other) 
Energy (in the shape of consciousness) He remains actionless (in His primary state of 
Brahmahood). (13) (Because the Lord Himself first undertakes and then withdraws from 
action in the form of creation etc., of the universe,) therefore, the sages (too likewise) 
undertake actions (consecrated to the Lord) in the first instance for the sake of actionlessness 
(Liberation). Fora man performing (his) duties (as an offering to the Lord) generally attains 
liberation (which exonerates one from all duties).(14) The almighty Lord does engage in 
action, but does not get attached to it inasmuch as He has all His objects accomplished 
through the realization of His own (blissful) character. (Hence) they who follow in His 
footsteps never suffer (bondage).(15) | (therefore) take refuge in that Lord, who, though 
engaging in action is yet (altogether) free from egotism, being all-wise, perfect (in Himself) 
and (therefore) above (all) cravings and is (absolutely) independent (lit., not impelled by 
others), (nay,) who teaches humanity (by His own example), (Himself remaining) steadfast 
to the course of conduct prescribed by Himself because of His being the protector and 
upholder of righteousness.(16) 
AYA TATA 
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Sri Suka continued: Finding him repeating (as though in a dream in spite of himself) the 
aforesaid mystical prayer consisting of sacred texts* (based on the ISAvasyopanisad, 
forming part of Yajurveda-Samhita), (though) absorbed in profound and abstract meditation, 
(and therefore oblivious of himself), demons and ogres, impelled by hunger, assailed him 
on all sides with intent to devour him.(17) Seeing them thus resolved, the all-pervading Sri 
Hari, in the form of Lord Yajfia (the deity presiding over sacrifices and born of Dharma and 
Akalit), surrounded by (His sons) the gods knownas the Yamas, (appeared there and) slew 
them and ruled in heaven (as Indrat, the Lord of paradise).(18) 
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* The Upanisads, referred to as the crown of the Vedas, have been classified under two heads, viz.,(1)Mantropanisads 
(those forming part of the Sarmhita portion, consisting of hymns) and (2) Brahmanopanisads or those forming part of the 
Brahmanas or exegetic texts giving rules for the employment of the hymns at particular sacrifices and so on. The isavasya, 
the Swetaswatara andthe Mundaka, Upanisads forming partofthe Sukla and Krsna Yajurveda and Atharvaveda respectively, 
are thus classed as Mantropanisads; while all the rest fall under the category of Brahmanopanisads. 

t Vide verses 4 and 5 above. 

+We find it mentioned in Book XII. vii. 15 that every Manvantara is presided over by a body of divine administrators 
consisting of a Manuasits head, a group of gods, the Manu's sons, an Indra ruling over the three worlds, the seven Rsis(seers) 
and a part manifestation of God Himself. In the first Manvantara of the present Kalpa, knownas the Swayambhuva Manvantara 
after the name of the Manu presiding over it, the Manu was known as Swayambhuva (born of Brahma the creator himself); 
Priyavrata and Uttanapada ( whose accounts are given in Books V and IV respectively) were his two sons; the gods were 
known by the name of Yamas; Lord Yajfia( a part manifestation of the Lord) Himself held the office of Indra; while Marici. Atri, 
Angira, Pulaha, Kratu, Pulastya, and Vasistha were the seven seers—vide Book IV. 
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Now Swarocisa was( the name of) the second Manu,( who was) a son of Agni (the god 
of fire); while Dyuman, Susena, and Rocisman were the chief among his sons. (19) In that 
(Swarocisa) Manvantara, of course, the Indra was known by the name of) Rocana; while 
Tusita and others (viz., Tosa, Pratosa, Santosa Bhadra, Santi, Idaspati, Idhma, Kavi, Vibhu, 
Swahna and Sudeva) were the gods. Urja (son of Vasistha) Stambha (son of KaSyapa, a lord 
of created beings) and others (namely, Prana, Brhaspati, Atri, Datta, also known as 
Dattatreya, son of Atri, and Cyavana) were the seven seers, (all) expositors of the Vedas.(20) 
Again, the wife of the sage Vedasira was named Tusita. Through her from (the loins of) that 
sage appeared the Lord Himself, known all over by the name of Vibhu. (21) Eighty-eight 
thousand sages, who had(all) undertaken a vow of austerity, followed the example of the 
aforesaid Lord, who had remained a bachelor since His (very) boyhood.(22) 
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The third Manu, son of (the celebrated Emperor)Priyavrata, was known as Uttama. 
Pavana, Srijaya, Yajfiahotra and others were his sons, O Pariksit ! (23)Pramada and others, 
sons of Vasistha, were the seven seers. The Satyas, he Vedagrutas and the Bhadras were 
the (names of the three groups of) gods; while the Indra was (known by the name of) 
Satyajit.(24) Again,from (the loins of) Dharma (the god of piety) through (his wife) Sunrta 
appeared along with (the class of gods known as) the Satyavratas, the Supreme Person 
(Himself) celebrated by the name of Lord Satyasena. (25) And with Satyajit (the then Indra) 
as His helpmate. He killed the wicked Yaksas and Raksasas, who were vowed to mendacity 
and given to evil ways, as well as hosts of evil spirits who were enemies of created 
beings.(26) 
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The fourth Manu, Tamasa by name, was a brother of Uttama. Prthu, Khyati, Nara, Ketu 
and others were his ten sons. (27) The Satyakas, the Haris and the Viras were (the three 
groups of) the gods; Trisikha was (the name of) their ruler (Indra); while Jyotirdhama and 
others (viz., Prthu, Kavya or Sukracraya, Caitra, Agni, Dhanada and Pivara) were the seven 
seers in that Manvantara, which went by the name of Tamasa.(28) The (other) gods (in that 
Manvantara), Vaidhrtis by name, were the sons of Vidhrti, by whom the Vedas, that had 
been lost (forgotten) in course of time, were preserved (retained in their memory) by their 
own intellectual calibre, O king ! (29) In that Manvantara the Lord too was born through 
Harini from (the loins of ) the sage Harimedha ( her husband) and was named Sri Hari, by 
whom the (celebrated) leader of (a herd of) elephants was extricated from (the grip of) an 
alligator. (30) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : O son of Badarayana (the sage Vedavyasa, so-called 
because he had his abode in a thicket of jujube trees), we long to hear from you the story as 
to how Sri Hari delivered the (said) king of elephants, seized by an alligator. (31) That (alone) 
of (all) stories is highly sacred, praiseworthy, conducive to blessedness and auspicious, in 
which Lord Sri Hari of excellent renown is celebrated. (32) 
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Sita went on: Thus urged by Pariksit, who sat determined to die (of starvation to make 
amends for the indignity offered by him to a holy sage absorbed in meditation by throwing 
a dead serpent on his person), to continue his discourses (on the pastimes of the Lord), the 
sage Sukadeva (son of Badarayana,) O Brahmanas, congratulated the emperor and 
joyously spoke (as follows) in that assembly of sages who were (all) listening ( with rapt 
attention). (33) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story of the (various) 
Manvantaras, in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The lord of elephants is caught in the grip of an alligator 
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Sri Suka began again : There was a great mountain, celebrated by the name Trikita, 
(which was) encircled by the ocean of milk rich in mineral wealth and was ten thousand 


Yojanas (or eighty thousand miles) high, O Pariksit | (1) Wide to the same extent (as its 
height) on all sides, it stood illuminating the ocean (around), the (four) cardinal points as well ~ 
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as the sky with (its) three (principal) peaks of silver, steel and gold (respectively), and lending 
charm to all the quarters with (its) other peaks rendered picturesque by (their wealth of ) 
precious stones and minerals( of diverse colours), by (their) trees, creepers and shrubs of 
various description as well as by the murmuring sound of the water of their cascades. (2-3) 
With its foot being (constantly) washed by the waves of the ocean on every side, the mountain 
made the lowlands (enclosing it ) look dark green (as if covered by turf) by its emeralds 
scattered on all sides (by the corrosive action of the waves). (4) Its caves were frequented 
by sporting Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystic powers from their very birth), 
Caranas (celestial bards), Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Vidyadharas (celestial artistes) 
and great Nagas( serpent-demons having a human face and serpent-like body) as well as 
by Kinnaras (another class of celestial musicians.with a human figure and the head of ahorse 
orvice versa), and Apsaras( celsestial nymphs). (5) There haughty lions roared in indignation 
aroused by the suspected presence of another lion, with their face turned towards the part 
where the caves echoed with the music (of the Kinnaras etc.). (6) The mountain looked 
charming with (its) valleys infested by herds of wild beasts of various description. And birds 
sweetly warbledin (its) celestial gardens rich in a variety of trees.(7) Itwas adorned with rivers 
and lakes of limpid water and banks carpeted with the sands of gems and fanned by breezes 
charged with drops of water scented with the fragrance lent to it by the bathing of celestial 
ladies.(8) 
Ta Sat Wad ae Tee: Sa oats | rate ¢ 
Reel sem Raha Uses: | aa: «OTe | OeeretteneaT: 1201 
gt: 9 fare: | aaa | eames waattionarss: 1221 
aye: Ae | AMTORSATSAN: | aaftereraryatele: feyrerss: 1221 
frqure: aifaet: are: qrerefa: | darsmngidedenvan: 1231 
fart: aftehiciitda secmearfefe: i afar: gage waeRSATSST ex 
PUSH SATA ST, [Tameueheas pT HOT: 124 1 
sears «= weg: «= aa | Seema tee Igel 
ARDS ATT: | Raararenaeaadar, 1291 
ee: graeme: faite: geage: | Hers:  avigeftfeatrgarnenfafe: 1¢c 
Tears =| edisearief: atid «= deterahediae = aa: ee 
In a (particular) valley of that mountain there existed a garden belonging to the glorious 
and high-souled Varuna (the god of water), which bore the name of Rtuman and was the 
sporting-ground of celestial ladies. (9) On all sides it was graced with celestial trees ever full 
of flowers and fruits and was fenced with Mandaras (acacias), Parijatas (coral trees), 
Patalas, ASokas and Campakas, different species of mangoes, Priyalas and Panasas 
(bread-fruit trees) as well as with Amratakas (hog-plum trees), Kramukas (arecas) and 
cocoanut-trees, date-palms and Bijapuras (citrons), Madhukas, Salas, Palmyras, Tamalas, 
Asanas, Arjunas, Aristas (soap-berries), Udumbaras, Plaksas,banyan trees, Kimsukas and 
sandal-trees, Nimba-trees, Kovidaras, Saralas (a species of pine trees), deodars, vines, 
sugar-canes, plantains and rose-apples, plum-trees, Aksas, the yellow myrobalan and 
myrobalan trees, Bilvas (wood-apples), Kapitthas and Jambiras (lemons),as well as by 
Bhallatakas (the marking- nut trees) and so on. In that garden there existed a very extensive 
lake studded with splendid golden lotuses. (10—14) It looked grand with the splendour of 
lilies and lotuses of various species (such as Utpalas, Kalharas and Satapatras) and was 
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resonant with the humming of intoxicated bees as well as by sweetly warbling birds. (15) It 
was swarmed by swans and Karandavas( a variety of ducks) as well as by Cakravakas 
(ruddy geese) and cranes, and resounded with the noise of swarms of water-fowls, Koyastis 
(paddy-birds) and Catakas.(16) Its water was overlaid with the pollen of lotuses shaking with 
the movements of fishes and tortoises and was hemmed in with Kadambas, canes, Nalas 
(a species of reeds), Nipas (a variety of Kadambas) and Vaiijulas. (17).It looked most 
charming with its Kundas (a species of jasmine), Kurabakas (red amaranths), Agokas, 
Sirisas, Kutajas, Ingudis, Kubjakas, Swarnaytthis (yellow jasmines), Nagas, Punnagas and 
Jatis, Mallikas and Satapatras, Madhavis (spring- flowers), Jalakas etc., as well as with other 
trees growing on its margin and bearing flowers and fruits during all the seasons. ( 18-19) 


afghans: auahurgasse | 
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In that garden, one day, the leader of a herd of elephants, that had its abode in the forest 
of that mountain, was roaming about with (a number of) female elephants, breaking (its) 
thorny trees and a large thicket consisting of various types of bamboos (such as Kicakas) 
and canes.(20) Perceiving it by scentalone, lions and (other) leaders of elephants, tigers and 
other beasts of prey, including rhinoceroses, and even huge serpents, black and white 
Sarabhas (eight-footed animals, now extinct, represented as stronger than the lion and the 
elephant) and Camaris (female yaks) took to flight out of fear. (21)The weaker animals, viz., 
wolves,boars, bisons, bears, porcupines, baboons, hyenas and monkeys as well as 
antelopes,hares etc., fearlessly roamed about elsewhere (outside the range of its sight) by 
its sufferance.(22) Surrounded by (other) elephants (of its herd) and female elephants (too) 
and followed by their youngs, the elephant, that was emitting temporal fluid (all along) and 
was consequently being dogged by swarms of black-bees that fed on that fluid, was shaking 
the mountain on every side by its (huge) weight. Scenting from a long distance the breeze 
blowing from the lake—charged as it was with the pollen of lotuses—and accompanied by 
its herd, which was (likewise) oppressed with thirst, the elephant now swiftly made to the 
vicinity of the lake, afflicted as it was by heat, its eyes rolling under the influence of that 
temporal fluid.(23-24) Making its way into the lake, bathing itself with its water, and thus 
relieved of fatigue, it drank to its satisfaction the clear and nectar-like water perfumed with 
the pollen of golden and blue lotuses with the tip of its proboscis. (25) Spraying the female 
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elephants as well as their youngs with drops of water drawn by its own trunk and making them 
drink it, full of compassion (as it was for its herd), like a householder, the proud elephant, 
infatuated by the deluding potency of the eternal Lord, did not foresee the (impending) 


peril.(26) 
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Directed by destiny, O protector of men, some very powertul alligator indignantly seized 
the elephant by the foot in that lake. Thus fallen into adversity by the will of Providence, that 
mighty elephant struggled to the utmost of its strength (to shake off the enemy's hold). (27) 
Perceiving the leader of their herd being thus forcibly dragged by the mighty foe, and unable 
to help itself, the female elephants, whose mind was (greatly) perplexed, (merely) shrieked; 
while the other elephants, even though they tried (their utmost) to help their leader (from 
behind), could not liberate it. (28) While the lord of elephants and the alligator were thus 
contending and pulling each other, the one outside and the other inside, both remaining 
alive, a thousand years rolled by, O ruler of the earth. The gods (too) looked upon this (event) 


as (something) strange. (29) 

aed ditt weve Sa: | 
fame 4sesadiedt fauddisya was weilna: i301 
sa mts: B yessa He sore et faa aes 
aonaarafanrant = =8=fat 4 eanfant 8 86 afgmemsaerag 1321 
a af wea amet we: ga: ahea: svat afea| 
Tent wee fanquedseag a a ai ut mam 132! 
a: weet afediswarcme seusamefteradt = yar 
wd sot uot asarge: seat = antes 33 

ofa sterrad Fe UR Sees CS ase fediaisea: 121. 

After this (due to lack of nourishment, however,) there came about a great depletion 
of spirit, strength and vitality of the king of elephants, as it was being dragged in water for 
(such) a long time and was now languishing; while in the case of the alligator (that had its 
abode in water and derived its nourishment from water) all this (strength etc.), turned out to 
be otherwise (came to be redoubled). (30)When the lord of elephants, that looked upon the 
body (alone) as its self, unexpectedly came face to face with this danger to life and felt 
(absolutely) powerless, and incapable of liberating itself (from the hold of its enemy), it 
pondered for a long time and presently arrived at the following conclusion.(31) (The elephant 
said to itself,) "These, my kith and kin, have no power to extricate me, fallen in distress (as 
| am); how (then) can the female elephants doit ? (Therefore,) entrapped as | amin the snare 
of Providence in the shape of the alligator, even | (a beast) flee (for protection) to the 
Supreme, the ultimate refuge (of all). (82) Whosoever being the almighty Lord Protects on 


every side a suppliant very much afraid of the powerful serpent in the form of Death, 
possessed of terrible speed and advancing in every direction, and from fear of whom Death 
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(himself) runs to and fro (to devour living beings), let us approach Him as our asylum."(33) 


Thus ends the second discourse, hinging on the legend of the king of elephants forming 
part of the story of the Manvantaras, in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse Ill 


The leader of the elephants extols the Lord and is rescued 
from the dangerous situation 
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Sri Suka resumed: Having thus resolved by force of reason and steadied the mind in 
the region of the heart, the king of elephants proceeded (mentally) to repeat the (following) 


excellent prayer(worth repeating again and again), learnt by heart in its previous incarnation 
(as king Indradyumna).* (1) 
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* Vide Discourse IV. 
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The king of elephants (mentally) prayed: We mentally offer (our) salutation to that 
all-powerful supreme Lord—denoted by the mystical syllable Orn—because of whom 
(animated by whom) this (psycho-physical) organism appears as conscious and who enters 
the (various) bodies (as their causes) in the shape of Prakrti (primordial Matter) and Purusa 
(the Spirit). (2) | (mentally) approach(for protection) that self- existent Lordin whom (as its ground) 
this universe rests, from whom it has emanated, by whom and by whose instrumentality it is 
brought into existence, (nay,) who Himself constitutes this universe, and (yet) whois beyond 
this phenomenal existence as well as its unmanifest Cause (Prakrti).(3) May that 
self-revealed Lord protect me—He who transcends (reveals) even the revealing agencies 
(the eye, mind and so on), and who because of His unobstructed vision regards as a 
(disinterested) witness this aforesaid universe, projected (evolved) in His own Self by His 
creative energy, both when sometimes (at the time of creation) it becomes manifest, and 
when at other times it likewise gets screened from view (at the time of dissolution being 
merged in Prakrti). (4) (At the time of final dissolution) when (all) the (fourteen)* spheres and 
(the bodies of) their guardians (Brahma and others) are reduced to the state of (their causes,) 
the five (gross) elements (earth, water, fire, air and ether) and all the causes (viz., the five 
gross elements, the five subtle elements, the five senses of perception, the five organs of 
action, the mind, the ego and the Mahat-tattva or the principle of Cosmic Intelligence) get 
dissolved (into their ultimate Cause, Prakrti or primordial Matter) by lapse of time (to the 
extent of two Parardhas, the lifetime of a Brahma), impenetrable (incomprehensible) and 
fathomless darkness (ignorance in the shape of the Unmanifest) prevails at that time. May 
that all-pervading Lord protect me, who sheds His lustre all round (even) beyond that 
darkness, nay, whose reality (even) gods and seers cannot comprehend—any more than 
an ordinary spectator can discover the identity of an actor acting differently in diverse 
appearances—much less can any(other ordinary and ignorant) creature know or describe 
it, His course of conduct being hard to fathom.(5-6) He alone is my refuge, whose most 
auspicious nature (even) contemplative souls that have completely shaken off (all) 
attachment and are identified with, and benevolently disposed towards, (all) created beings 
and exceedingly pious (in character) are eager to perceive, for which they scrupulously 
observe in the woods (away from the bustle of worldly life) sacred vows(of continence etc.), 
beyond the capacity of ordinary people. (7) Hail, hail to that all perfect supreme Lord of infinite 
potencies and wonderful activity, devoid of form, yet possessed of innumerable forms, for 
whom there is neither birth (brought about by past Karma) nor actions(inspired by the sense 
of doership), neither name nor form (when He is conceived of as devoid of attributes), and 
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* The fourteen worlds comprise the seven higher worlds, viz., (1)BhUrloka (the earth); (2) Bhuvarloka (the space between 
the earth and the sun, inhabited by Munis, Siddhas and so on);(3) Swarloka (Indra's heaven above the sun or between the sun 
and the pole-star); (4) Maharloka(a region above the pole-star and inhabited by Bhrgu and the other sages who survive the 
destruction of the three lower worlds); (5) Janaloka (inhabited by the sage Sanaka and his three brothers—Sanandana, 
Sanatana and Sanatkumara); (6) Tapoloka (inhabited by ascetic sages) and (7) Brahmaloka (the realm of Brahma, the creator, 
ascent to which exempts one from rebirth); and the seven lower worlds called in the order of their descent below the earth as 
(1) Atala, (2) Vitala, (3)Sutala, (4)Talatala, (5)Mahatala, (6)Rasatala and (7)Patala, which have already been describedin detail 
in Book V (Discourse 24). . 


in whom there is neither merit nor demerit, nevertheless who assumes (all) these from time 
to time (according to the exigencies of time) by His own Maya (will-power) for the destruction 
and creation of the world. (8-9) Salutations to the supreme Spirit who is revealed by His own 
Self (requires no other light to reveal Himself) and stands as the witness (of all) | Greetings 


Ruler and Witness of all ! Salutations to the Source of all Jivas (embodied souls) as well as 
of Prakrti (the ultimate cause of the universe), because existent before them all.(13) (My) 
greetings to You, the Perceiver of all the senses of perception as well as of their objects, the 
Source of all (the varieties of) cognitions, who are indicated (even as a material body by its 
reflection) by the phenomenal existence (in the shape of the psycho-physical organism) as 
well as by Nescience (the root of all phenomena) inasmuch as it is You who are reflected in 
the shape of existence (in every phenomena).(14) Hail, hail to You, the Cause of all (effects), 
Yours If without a cause, anda wondrous cause (in the sense that unlike other causes You 
remain unchanged even though assuming the form of the universe). Salutations to You, 
constituting the great ocean to which all Tantras (such as the Paficaratra) and Vedas 
(like so many Streams) are directed, the embodiment of final beatitude, the refuge of the 
great !! (15) | bow to the Lord, who is the fire of Consciousness hidden in the Aranis (pieces 
of wood used for kindling fire by attrition) of the Gunas (the modes of Prakrti), whose creative 
will is aroused when the equilibrium of the Gunas is disturbed, and who reveals Himself of 
His own accord to (the mind of) those ( enlightened souls) who have kept at a distance (the 
injunctions and interdictions of) the Sastras by dint of contemplation on the truth of the 


Spirit. 
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(My) bow to the Lord of boundless compassion who is not only ever free (Himself) but 
is also capable of finally undoing the cords(of ignorance) binding the beast-like (ignorant) 
souls akin to me fallen,at His mercy, nay, who knows no weariness (in doing this work )! (My 
greetings to You, the almighty and infinite Lord, who by a part of Your being appear as the 


Inner Controller in the mind of all embodied souls !!(17) Hail to the all-powerful Lord Who, 
[564] B. M. 26— 
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being entirely free from attachment to the objects of senses, is (consequently) unattainable 
by those attached to their body, children, friends, house, wealth and kinsmen and Who, being 
consciousness itself, is constantly contemplated upon by emancipated souls in their own 
heart.(18) May that Lord of unbounded mercy bring about my complete deliverance (from the 
clutches of this monster as well as from the bondage of worldly existence), by worshipping 
Whom those seeking religious merit, objects of sensuous enjoyment, (worldly) riches and 
final beatitude attain their desired goal, nay, Who grants them other (unexpected) boons 
(too) as well as an undecaying (divine) body (in which they sport with Him). (19) | glorify that 
imperishable, all-pervading, (most) subtle (mysterious), infinite and absolutely perfect 
Supreme, the (very) First principle, the Ruler(even) of the greatest (Brahma, Sivaandso on), 
Who, though unmanifest (to those who do not worship Him) is attainable (by His worshippers) 
through Yoga (concentration of mind) directed towards the supreme Spirit (Himself), Who 
is beyond the(range of the material) senses and (though near at hand, being our very self) 
appears as though exceedingly remote (being veiled by His deluding potency), and from 
whom people exclusively devoted to Him, (nay,) even those who have sought shelter in the 
Lord do not seek any boon (in the shape of religious merit and so on), but are immersed in 
an ocean of bliss while singing His most marvellous and highly auspicious Stories.(20-21) 
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The Lord by whose minutest ray (all) the gods with Brahmaas their head, the (four) Vedas 
and (both) the animate and inanimate worlds have been created with an infinite variety of 
names and forms and from whom, the self-luminous One, this phenomenal world—which 
is(nothing but) a modification of the three Gunas, consisting as it does of the intellect, the 
mind, the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action), the 
bodies with which a Jiva is invested in the course of its mundane existence—emanates and 
into Whom it returns in the same way as flames emanate again and again from fire and rays 
from the sun, and then return (into the fire and the sun respectively)—that Lord is, really 
speaking, neither a god nor a demon nor a human being nor again an animal; He is neither 
a female nor a male nor a person of neither sex nor is He an asexual creature, He is neither 
an attribute nor an action, neitheran effect nora cause. Heis that which remains (as the basis 
of negation) after everything else has been negated, and (yet) constitutes all. May He reveal 
Himself (for bringing about my release) ! (22—24) | do not long to survive (by being extricated 


from the grip of this alligator); what have | to do here (in this mortal world) with this elephant- 
life, enveloped as it is with ignorance in and out ? | (for my part only) seek the lifting of the 
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veil (of ignorance) that screens the light (knowledge)of the Spirit, and the tearing of which 
is not possible by (the destructive influence of) time (but by spiritual enlightenment 
alone).(25) Such as | am, | (simply) bow to that all-pervading Spirit which not only creates 
the universe but (also) constitutes the universe and is yet other than the universe, (nay), 
which toys with the universe andis the Soul (Inner Controller) of the universe, which is devoid 
of birth(etc.), andis the supreme goal (of all). (26) (Again), | do homage to that Master of Yoga 
(supernatural Powers) whom Yogis, (mystics or those practising concentration of mind), that 
have burnt the (entire stock of) their Karma (past actions) by means of Devotion, directly 
perceive in their heart purified through (the practice of) Yoga (concentration of mind).(27) 
Hail, hail to You of endless potency, the protector of those who have taken refuge in You, 
the force (in the shape of passion etc.,) of whose threefold energy (in the form of the three 
Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) is irresistible, who manifest Yourself as the objects of all 
the senses of perception and whose (very) path is unattainable by those whose senses are 
directed towards the (outside) world. (28) | have sought that Lord whose glory cannot be 
easily surpassed and due to whose Maya (deluding potency) this Jiva is unable to know its 
own self (essential character), obscured (as it is) by the ego-sense (a product of that 
Maya).(29) 


Sti Suka continued: When these (aforementioned) gods, Brahma (the creator) and 
others, who are identified with their respective distinctive forms, did not approach the king 
of the elephants, that had referred to (glorified) the Lord as devoid of any particular form as 

‘aforesaid, Sri Hari, (who had taken His descent from the loins of Harimedha through his wife, 
Harini * and) who embodies all the gods (in His person) because of His being the Soul of all, 
manifested Himself on that (very) spot. (30) Finding the elephant distressed like thatt and 
having heard the hymn ( mentally recited by it and reproduced in the preceding verses), the 
Lord who wields the discus (Sudarsana) as His (characteristic) weapon and is the Abode of 
the universe, forthwith arrived where the king of the elephants was, being swiftly borne (on 
his back) by Garuda (the king of the birds)— possessed ofa speed that depends on his will— 
and accompanied by celestial beings who were duly extolling Him. (31) Beholding Sri Hari 
(mounted) on (the back of) Garuda in the air with the discus uplifted (in one of His arms), and 
holding up its trunk with a lotus (plucked by way ofan offering$), the elephant, (thathad been) 


* Vide VIII. i. 30. 
T See Discourse II. 
+ The Indian tradition is that one should never approach a king, deity or preceptor empty-handed (without a present)— 
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seized inside the lake by the mighty alligator and felt (much) distressed, uttered with (great) 
difficulty (on account of pain) the words “Hail to You, O Lord Narayana, the Preceptor of the 
universe !" (32) Perceiving the elephant afflicted and alighting all at once (from the back of 
Garuda) out of (extreme) compassion, the birthless Sri Hari speedily pulled the king of the 
elephants (by its trunk) along with the alligator out of the lake and, (even) while the gods stood 
looking on, extricated it from (the hold of) the alligator,;whose jaws had been rent open with 
the discus. (33) 


Thus ends the third discourse, bearing on the deliverance of the king of the elephants, 
in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse IV 
Deliverance of the lord of the elephants 
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Sri Suka resumed: Applauding the aforesaid feat of Lord Sri Hari, the gods, Rsis (seers) 
and Gandharvas (present there), headed by Brahma (the creator) and Lord Siva, discharged 
(from the air) a shower of flowers (on the person of the Lord by way of felicitation). (1) 
Heavenly drums sounded; the Gandharvas (celestial musicians) danced and sang (songs 
of praise); while Rsis, Caranas (celestial bards) and Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed 
with mystic powers from their very birth) glorified the supreme Person. (2) That which was 
(till now) an alligator due to the curse of the sage Devala* has been (in his previous 
incarnation) the foremost of the Gandharvas, HUht (by name). Redeemed (from that curse 
by the Lord), it forthwith assumed a really most wonderful form.(3) Bowing with his head (bent 
low), he hymned the supreme immortal Lord of excellent renown, the Abode of (all) glory, 
whose (innumerable) virtues and sacred stories (alone) are worth celebrating. (4) (Thus) 
favoured by the Lord, he had (all) his sins washed away; and, walking round Him(as a token 
of reverence) from left to right and greeting Him, he returned to his home (the realm of the 
Gandharvas) while the (whole) assembly (of gods and seers present there) stood gazing 


(with wonder).(5) 
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* Weare told that this Gandharva was once sporting ina lake along with a number of women. The sage Devala too entered 
the lake for a bath at that precise hour. Seeing him enter the lake, the haughty Gandharva pulled him by the leg under water. 
The sage, who at once knew who had played the prank, cursed Hihd that he would be thrown into the womb of an alligator. 


Dis. 4] BOOK EIGHT -- 749 


SHVHARKRAAAHRRLR ESA Roe SoS eAHK ERA EHS eREHKHHERERAE SRR Re ke Skee eed sr 
stenebnsannnneerestesrecresnersnentesnecetTenMtnnashesreeeeceeunesntenbantanesces 
a Wressrerare «ameram «ydiaivat «dat efi 
TTT IST = Geer Hee 1c | 


Freed for ever from the bondage of ignorance through the touch of the Lord, the leader 
of (the herd of) elephants (in his turn) attained a form similarto the Lord's, being cladin yellow 
and endowed with four arms.(6) Indeed the elephant was inits previous birtha Pandya king,* 
known by the name of Indradyumna, the foremost of the people of the Dravida country (now 
known by the name of Tamilnadu), and devoted to the worship of Lord Visnu.(7) The 
monarch, who had turned an ascetic, wearing matted locks on his head, and having his 
hermitage on the Kulacala mountain, nay, who had taken a vow of silence and subjugated 
his mind (too) once proceeded to worship the almighty and immortal Lord Sri Hari with due 
ceremony at the hour appointed for devotions, having finished his bath (beforehand).(8)By 
chance there arrived on the spot the sage Agastya of surpassing glory, accompanied by 
hosts of (his) pupils. Finding him mute (lacking even in polite words) and waiting upon the 
Lord in seclusion, and perceiving that the king had neglected to offer (him) water to wash his 
hands with and other articles of worship (to which he was entitled as a venerable newcomer), 
the sage grew indignant as the Story goes. (9) On Indradyumna he pronounced the following 
imprecation: "This impious, evil-minded and uncultured fellow has insulted a Brahmana (in 
me) at this moment. Let him (therefore) be steepedin blinding ignorance; and since he is dull- 
minded like an elephant, let him be born as an elephant." (10) 
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Sri Suka continued: Having cursed Indradyumna as aforesaid, the glorious Agastya 
went his way along with his followers, O Pariksit ! Taking the curse to be a freak of (his own) 
destiny, the royal sage Indradyumna too entered the womb of an elephant, that obliterates 
the consciousness of the Self. It was by virtue of (his) adoration of Sri Hari that God- 
remembrance was awakened in him at the right moment even in the body of an elephant.(11-12) 


Having thus liberated once for all the leader of the herd of elephants and accompanied 
even by that elephant—(immediately) transformed into the state of a divine attendant—and 


eS EN SiS SB y 


* The Pandyas were a race of Ksatriyas that ruled over the land called Dravida DeSa in South India. 
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taking His seat on (the back of) Garuda (the king of birds), Lord Sri Hari (who has a lotus 
sprung from His navel) withdrew to His transcendent realm (Vaikuntha), His feat (viz., the 
deliverance of the elephant) being celebrated by Gandharvas, Siddhas and gods. (13) The 
glory of Sri Krsna (Lord Sri Hari), O great king, has (thus) been narrated to you by me in the 
form of the aforementioned deliverance of the king of elephants, (the story of) which leads 
to heaven, is conducive to renown, wipes out the impurities of the Kali age and eliminates 
(the possibility of) bad dreams in the case of those who listen to this story. O chief of the 
Kurus ! (14) Rising (early) in the morning, and getting purified, members of the twice-born 
classes, seeking (their own) welfare, duly recite this story for neutralizing (the evil effects of) 
a bad dream and so on. (15) full of joy, the all-pervading Sri Hari, who embodies all created 
beings, told the (quondam) king of elephants as follows, O aida of the Kurus, all living beings 


(present there) listening. (16) 
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The Lord said: Rising at the close of the third watch of the night (that immediately 
following midnight), nay purified and fully composed (in mind), they who remember Me and 
yourself as well as this lake, the yonder mountain (TrikUta) with (its) caves and the forest 
(clothing it), the clusters of canes and bamboos, (both) of the hollow and solid types, the 
celestial trees (comprised in this forest), these (three) peaks (of the Trikuta mountain), the 
realms of Brahma (the creator), Lord Siva and Myself, the ocean of milk and the resplendent 
(transcendent) Swetadwipa, each being My favourite abode, Srivatsa (the curl of hair on My 
breast), the Kaustubha gem (on my bosom) as well as My garland of sylvan flowers or My 
necklace of pearls (known by the name of Vaijayanti), My mace, Kaumodaki, (My discus) 
Sudarsana, (My conch) Paficajanya, (My mount) Garuda (possessed of beautiful wings), the 
king of birds, Sesa (the serpent-god), who is My subtle emanation, Goddess Sri (Laksmi, 
the goddess presiding over beauty and prosperity), who has Her abode in Me (on My very 
bosom), Brahma (the creator), the sage Narada, Lord Siva (the Source of prosperity) as well 
as (My eminent devotee) Prahrada, the (numerous) deeds performed through My (various) 
descents such as the (divine) Fish, Tortoise and Boar, (the very stories of) which yield an 
inexhaustible store of merit (to the listeners), the sun-god, the moon-god, the god of fire (the 
consumer of oblations), Pranava (the mystical syllable OM), truth, the Unmanifest (primor- 
dial Matter), the cow and the Brahmanas, the immortal religion (the cult of devotion to the 
Lord), the daughters of Daksa who are the wives of Dharma (the god of piety) as well as of 
the moon-god and Kagyapa, the (rivers) Ganga, Saraswati, Nanda(Alakananda) and Kalindi 
(Yamuna), the white elephant (Airavata, the mount of Indra, the lord of paradise), (My 
immortal devotee) Dhruva, the seven Brahmana sages and men of sacred renown (such as 
Nala, Yudhisthira and Janaka), (that are all) My (glorious) manifestations, are actually freed 


Dis. 5] BOOK EIGHT 751 


REAR HAAARHEHHHSHHKKATR AHHH ee eee RKKkpSee Ker anne StS Soir ti tei tote itt trintriiririek 


from all sin. (17—24) And to them who, waking at the close of night (the commencement of 
the period known as the Brahma Muhorta, which extends over two hours and twenty-four 
minutes before sunrise), extol Me by means of this hymn (mentally recited by you), O dear 
one, | vouchsafe unclouded memory (of Myself) at the moment of death.(25) 
HYG TAI 
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Sri Suka went on: Having spoken thus and blowing His excellent conch (Paficajanya) 
and (thereby)delighting the host of gods, Sri Hari (The Controller of the senses) mounted 
Garuda (the king of birds). (26) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse entitled " The deliverance of the king of 
elephants" in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samphita. 
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Discourse V 


The gods resort to Brahma and the latter 
glorifies the Lord 
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Sri Suka resumed: O king | the sacred account of the aforesaid exploit of Sri Hari in the 
shape of deliverance of the king of elephants, which wipes out one's sins, has (just) been 
narrated to you. Now hear the story of the Manvantara presided over by Raivata.(1) The fifth 
Manu, Raivata by name, was a co-uterine brother of Tamasa (the fourth Manu, son of 
Priyavrata). Bali, Vindhya and others, the eldest of whom was Arjuna, were his sons.(2)Vibhu 
was the Indra (the lord of paradise); while the Bhitarayas and others were the hosts of gods, 
O Pariksit! (And) Hiranyaroma, Vedasira, Urdhvabahu and others* were the (seven)Brahmana 
seers. (3) Vikuntha was the wife of the sage Subhra; from the union of these two appeared 
in His partial being the Lord Himself under the name of Vaikuntha along with the foremost 
of the gods known by the name of the Vaikunthas. (4) It was by Him as requested by (His 
divine Spouse) Goddess Rama (Laksmi) and with the intention of pleasing Her that the 
(divine) region of Vaikuntha, the adored of (all)the worlds, was brought into existence 


* The names of the other four seers, as gathered from the Harivarnga, are:— Devabahu, Sudhama, Parjanya and 
Mahamuni. 
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(revealed). (5) His glory and excellences (such as devotion to the Brahmanas) as well as 
(His) supreme elevation have(already) been recounted * He who would (undertake to) 
exhaust the virtues of Lord Visnu might (as well) count the particles of dust of the (entire) 
globe. (6) 
UES WA: YAMA aM Ss Aq: | WSGETqEaEsMawTeM: To 
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Indeed, the sixth Manu was son of Caksu, Caksusa by name; while Puru, Purusa, 
Sudyumna and others were the sons of Chaksusa.(7) Mantradruma was (the name of) the 
Indra during the Caksusa Manvantara; while Apyas and others were the hosts of the gods. 
Similarly Havisman, Viraka and others were the (seven) seers in that Manvantara, O king! (8) 
In that very Manvantara the divine Lord, the Protector of the universe, appeared in His partial 
being as the son of Vairaja through the latter's wife, Sambhuti, under the name of Ajita, by 
whom nectar was made available to the gods after churning the ocean (of milk) and by whom, 
in the form of the (divine) Tortoise, Mount Mandara revolving in the water was supported (on 


His back).(9-10) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : (Pray). describe (to me) that most marvellous feat of the 
almighty Lord, how and what for the ocean of milk was churned by the Lord, O (holy) 
Brahmana; wherefore He, in the form of an aquatic animal (tortoise), propped up Mount 
Mandara (on His back); how nectar was obtained by the gods and what else than this 
happened (on the said occasion). (11-12) My mind, afflicted by (the threefold) agony for a 
pretty long time, does not feel sated with the glory of Sri Krsna (the Lord of the Yadus), which 
is being told at length by you (and which is so charming). (13) 
Sa 


wy werd gaeagqe fais Rafer yas ex! 
Sita went on: Implored thus (by Pariksit), O Brahmanas, and welcoming his inquiry, the 


omniscient sage Suka (son of Dwaipayana), proceeded to describe in detail (as follows) the 
feat of Sri Hari (in the form of the churning of the ocean).(14). 
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* Vide Book III. 
+ The names of the other five seers, as gathered from the Harivarhsa, are: Sumedha, Uttama, Madhu, Atinama and 
Sahisnu. 
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Sri Suka continued : When, pressed hard on the field of battle with sharp-edged 
weapons, the gods fell dead in large numbers and did not rise again, and when as a result 
of the imprecation pronounced by the sage Durvasa’, O ruler of men, (all) the three worlds- 
(viz., earth, heaven and the intermediate region) along with Indra (their lord) were divested 
of their splendour, (all) sacrificial and other (sacred) performances disappeared (fell into 
desuetude). (15-16) Observing this (state of things), the great Indra (the lord of paradise), 
Varuna (the god presiding over water and the western quarter) and other hosts of gods, 
though deliberating (among themselves) through (mutual) consultations, did not arrive by 
themselves at any definite conclusion (regarding the course of action to be followed by 
them). (17) Thereupon they all went to the court of Brahma (the creator) on the summit of 
Mount Meru and submissively made everything fully known to that supreme ruler.(18) 
Seeing Indra, Vayu (the wind-god) and others destitute of (all) strength and shorn of 
splendour, the worlds devoid of auspiciousness as it were, and the demons full of strength 
and splendour unlike the gods, the all-powerful Brahma began contemplating on the 
supreme Person with a fully concentrated mind. With a cheerful countenance that supreme 
lord (Brahma) spoke to the gods (as follows): (19-20) "Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), 
myself, you (gods) as well as the demons and other (species of ethereal) beings, human 
beings and animals, the vegetable kingdom and the sweat-born creatures (bugs and so on) 
have (all) been evolved (either) by His (very first) manifestation (the Purusa or the cosmic 
Being) or by a fraction of the latter (viz., myself) or (lastly) by my own rays (Marici and the 
other lords of creation). Let us all (therefore) seek refuge in that immortal Being. (21) There 
is none deserving of death or protection at His hands and no side worthy of neglect or respect 
in His eyes; yet, for the purposes of creation, continuance and dissolution of the universe, 
He severally assumes at the proper time the qualities of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas.(22) And 
the present is the time for maintaining the equilibrium (proper functioning) of the universe on 
the part of the Lord, who is embracing (at present) the quality of Sattva for the welfare of 
embodied souls. We, therefore, seek shelter in the (said) preceptor of the universe. The 
beloved of the gods, He will ensure the well-being of us, His own people. (23) 
SR SaTI 
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Sri Suka went on: Having thus addressed the gods, O chastiser of foes, the creator 


* The sage Durvasa was once returning from Vaikuntha (the divine realm of Lord Visnu). He wore on his bosom a wreath 
of flowers bestowed on him by the Lord as a token of His pleasure. On the way he met Indra riding his elephant, Airavata. The 
sage, in his turn, gifted the garland to Indra, who in his pride disdainfully threw it on the head of the elephant and the latter 
playfully tore it from its head and trampled it under foot. At this the sage grew indignant and pronounced the curse that Indra 
as well as the three worlds ruled over by him would soon be divested of their splendour. 


754 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 5 


RRR ARENA AOA AEE EAA SSH Eee He eee ROR RR ER He RRR RR RR HR ROR a RR 


— with the gods went to the realm of Lord Ajita Himself, that lies beyond the darkness of 
Maya (ignorance). (24) There, indeed, with a collected mind, O lord, he uttered (the following) 
hymn, of course, in divine (Vedic) language, intended to propitiate the Lord, whose essential 
nature had not been perceived but about whom he had already heard (much). (25) 
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Brahma prayed : We, O Lord, bow to You, the foremost (of all), true (at all times), 
‘hangeless, infinite, most ancient, dwelling in the heart (of all), unconditioned, incomprehensible 
hrough reasoning, quicker than the mind, indescribable through speech and worthy of being 
sought for (as one's protector). (26) We resort (for protection) to that all-perfect One, the 
‘nower of the vital airs, the mind, the intellect and the ego, and appearing as the senses of 
yerception and their objects, who is devoid of sleep (ignorance), bodiless and 
ill-pervading (as ether), in whom (both) nescience (which is compared to shade or 
jarkness) and saving knowledge (which is compared to sunshine)—the attributes of a Jiva 
sharacterized by attachment etc.— are absent and who manifests Himself (only) in the 
first)three Yugas (the Kali age being unfavourable to His manifestation). (27) The Vedas 
ieclare that the fast rotating wheel (in the shape of the body etc., which are constantly 
shanging) owned by the Jiva (who is as a matter of fact devoid of birth and death both), which 
s being set in motion by Maya (the beginningless energy or will-power of the Lord), consists 
chiefly) of the mind and is provided with fifteen spokes (in the shape of the ten Indriyas and 
he five vital airs), three naves (in the shape of the three modes of Prakrti), eight fellies (in 
he shape of the five gross elements, the mind, intellect and the ego), is fleeting as lightning, 
ind has God (Himself) for its axle. To Him, the (only) Truth, | fly (for protection). (28) Being 
he same as that imperceptible and undifferentiated Reality which is of the nature of absolute 
Yonsciousness, beyond (the realm of) Prakrti (ignorance) and unlimited in time and space, 
t is He who (as the inner Controller and constant companion and friend) dwells (in every 
ieart) by the side of the Jiva and (again) it is Him that the wise seek through the discipline 
of Yoga (concentration of mind). (29) Let us bow to that Ruler of the highest gods, moving 
»qually in all created beings, whose Maya (deluding potency) nobody can overpass—that 
Aaya due to which men get bewildered and are unable to know the truth (their reality)—but 
vho has completely subdued that Maya-Sakti of His own and its properties (in the shape of 
3attva, Rajas and Tamas). (30) Though created by means of Sattva (the quality of goodness) 
constituting) His favourite body, (even) we, the gods, and the Rsis (seers) are unable to 
‘now His subtle essence, manifest within (as the inner light) as well as outside (in the shape 
of existence). How much less can the demons and others, in whom the other qualities 
namely, Rajas and Tamas) predominate, do so ? (31) Evolved by Himself, this earth—on 
vhich indeed dwells the fourfold living creation (consisting of the viviparous,the oviparous, 
he sweat-born and the vegetable kingdoms)—constitutes His feet |! May that supreme 
»erson—whois surely self-dependent and possessed of infinite power, nay, whois the same 
is Brahma (the Absolute)—be gracious (to us) ! (32) Similarly water, possessed of vast 
strength—from which proceed the three worlds (earth, heaven and the intermediate region) 
is well as the guardians of all the spheres and on which they (all) subsist and flourish— 
:onstitutes His generative fluid. May that Lord possessed of immense glory, who is the same 
is Brahma, be gracious(to us)! (33) ( In the same way) the Vedas declare the moon—which 
ictually constitutes the food of the gods and (therefore the source of) their strength and 
ife,(nay,) which is the ruler (protector) of plants (inasmuch as it nourishes them by its 
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nectarean rays) and the father of created beings (in that it is favourable to the growth of corn 
etc., which contain the germ of life)—as His mind. May that Lord possessed of boundless 
power be gracious to us. (34) Again, fire—which conveys (to the gods, for whom it is 
intended) whatever is poured into it (by way of oblation), nay, which was brought into 
existence for the sake of rituals alone (mentioned in the part of the Veda bearing on the same) 
and which (in the form of gastric fire) constantly assimilates digestible substances (thrown 
into it and in the form of submarine fire ever consumes the water of the ocean)— came to 
be His mouth (in the cosmic Body). May that Lord possessed of infinite power be gracious 
to us ! (35) (Again,) the celebrated sun-god —who figures on the path of the gods (or the 
bright path, leading gradually to the divine Abode of the Lord), whose body is constituted of 
the three Vedas (Rk, Yajus and Sama),(nay,) who is (recognized as) a seat of Brahma (in 
relation toayhom Brahma is contemplated upon), who (figuring as he does on the path of the 
gods) not only represents the door to Liberation, but (as a manifestation of the supreme 
Deity) is immortality itself and who (being a symbol or Kala or the god of destruction) is 
characterized as Death (as well)-constitutes His eye. May that Lord possessed of infinite 
glory be gracious to us. (36) May He propitious to us, the Lord possessed of infinite 
splendour, frorn whose life-breath proceeded the air, which, (when manifested) as Prana 
(the vital air) in relation to the mobile and immobile creation constitutes their strength of mind 
and body and potency of the Indriyas, and which we (Brahma and others, the deities 
presiding over the intellect etc ) have (always) followed as servants would follow an 
emperor.(37) May He be favourably disposed towards us—the supreme Person possessed 
of unbounded power, from whose auditory sense sprang up the (four) quarters, (nay,) from 
(the cavity of whose heart emanated the (various) appertures in the body and from whose 
navel issued forth the (fivefold) vital air, the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and 
the five organs of action), the inner sense, the (other five)airs* functioning in the body (viz., 
Naga, Kurma, Krkala Devadatta and Dhanafjaya), the body (itself) as well as the ground of 
(all) these, the ether. (38) May He be favourably inclined towards us—the Lord possessed 
of unbounded glory, from whose strength sprang up the mighty Indra (the lord of paradise); 

from whose grace, the gods; from whose wrath, Lord Siva (the Lord of Mount Kailasa); from 
whose intellect, Brahma (the creator); from whose appertures in the body, the (various Vedic) 
metres (Gayatri and so on) as well as the Rsis (seers) and from whose membrum virile, 
emanated Prajapati (the deity presiding over procreation). (39) May He be propitious to us— 
the Lord possessed of infinite glory, from whose bosom issued forth Sri (the goddess of 
fortune and beauty); by whose shadow were brought forth the manes; from whose breast 
sprang up Dharma (the god of piety), from whose back, Adharma (the spirit presiding over 
unrighteousness), from whose head, heaven; and from whose recreation, proceeded the 
Apsaras (celestial nymphs). (40) May He be gracious to us—the Lord possessed of infinite 
power, from whose mouth sprang up the Brahmana (the sacerdotal class) as well as the 
Veda treating of subjects falling beyond the scope of the senses; from whose arms, the 
Ksatriya (the’martial class) as well as the strength(the capacity to rule); from whose thighs, 
the Vaisya (the trading and agricultural class) and the skill in business; and from whose feet 
emanated (the vocation of) service (which has been excluded from the range of the study 
of the Vedas) and the Sidra (the labouring and the artisan class, which has been declared 
fit for this vocation). (41) May He be favourably inclined to us— the Lord possessed of infinite 
glory, from whose lower lip emanated greed; from whose upper lip, love; from whose nose, 
splendour, by whose touch was engendered concupiscence, which is (so) agreeable to 
animals and those akin to them; from whose eyebrows, sprang up Yama ( the god of 


* For a detailed description of the ten vital airs vide foot-note to Ill. vi. 9. 
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retribution); and from whose eyelashes came forth Kala (the Time-Spirit). (42) The learned 
declare the (five gross) elements, Time, destiny(of the Jivas), the (three) modes of Prakrti 
(viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) and the material universe—which (being products of Maya) 
are not only difficult to comprehend but are (totally) disregarded by the wise—as brought 
about by His Yogamaya (wonderful creative energy). May that Lord possessed of boundless 
power be favourably disposed towards us. (43) (My) salutation be to Him in whom (all) 
energies (in the shape of the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) have become 
dormant, whose mind (ever) remains sated with the enjoyment of supreme Bliss (which is 
His very nature), who never gets attached to the (aforesaid three) Gunas, created by Maya, 
through His faculties (of sight etc.), and whose role is (thus) similar to that of the air (which, 
though moving everywhere, does not get attached anywhere). (44) 
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Such as You are, be pleased to reveal Yourself— in such a way as to come within the 
range of our senses (of perception)— to us, that have resorted to You (for protection) and 
are eager to behold Your smiling lotus-like countenance.(45) For, through diverse forms 
assumed at His own sweet will from time to time, O Lord, the Almighty Himself.(in You) does 
that work which is beyond our capacity. (46) The actions of embodied souls who are attached 
to the pleasures of sense involve much hardship and are of little consequence. Nay, (more 
often than not) they prove (altogether) futile. Action (however) which has been resigned to 
You is never like that (It involves little exertion, yields very substantial results and is never 
futile). (47) Even a poor semblance of action resigned to God (Yourself) can never lead to 
frustration; for, being the (very) Self of the Jiva, that (celebrated) Lord is beloved of and 
friendly to the latter. (Anything resigned to a beloved friend should never cause 
disappointment).(48) Even as watering the roots of a tree is nourishing its trunk and boughs 
as well), so indeed to propitiate Lord Visnu is to propitiate all as well as oneself. (49) Hail to 
You, the infinite Lord, whose spontaneous movements are hard to comprehend, who, while 
transcending the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), are their Ruler (too) and are now 
established in Sattva (the quality of goodness, essential for the preservation of the 
world).(50) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse, forming part of the story relating to the 
churning of the ocean for the sake of nectar, in Book Eight 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 


Transportation of Mount Mandara (to serve as a churn-staff 
for stirring the ocean of milk) 
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Sri Suka resumed:Thus extolled by the hosts of gods, the almighty Lord Sri Hari 

appeared before them, O king, with the effulgence of a thousand suns rising together. (1) All 
the gods had their eyes dazzled by that very effulgence, so that they could not perceive 
the sky, the quarters, the earth and even themselves; how (then) could they perceive the 
Lord ? (2) The glorious Brahma (the creator) along with Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the 
universe) beheld that very spotless form, dark green as the emerald, with Its eyes ruddy as 
the interior of a lotus.(3) Clad in a shining silk piece, yellow as burning gold, It was graceful 
and charming in every limb, had a lovely countenance and beautiful eyebrows.(4) It was 
adorned with a crown set with precious gems and a pair of armlets (one on each arm); and 
Its cheeks, illumined by (brilliant) ear-rings, added to the charm of Its lotus-like face. (5) Itwas 
(also) decked with a girdle, a pair of wristlets, a (pearl) necklace and a pair of anklets, and 
was (further) adorned with the (famous) Kaustubha gem and a wreath of sylvan flowers 
(about Its neck). (Nay,) It bore (on Its bosom) Goddess Laksmi (in the form of a golden streak) 
and was waited upon by His own weapons, Sudarsana and others, endowed with a personal 
form. Accompanied by Lord Siva and all the hosts of gods, who fell prostrate with all (their) 
limbs on the ground, Brahma (the foremost of the gods) hymned the supreme Person (as 
follows).(6-7) 
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Brahma prayed: Hail, hail to You, the ocean of (unmixed) bliss in the form of final 
beatitude, of whom birth, continuance and destruction have never been predicated, who 
transcends the (three) Gunas, who is subtler than the subtle (most difficult to comprehend), 
(the extent of) whose form cannot be actually measured and whose glory is inconceivable.(8) 
This (divine) form of Yours, O supreme Person, deserves to be worshipped by (all) seekers 
of blessedness through methods laid down in the Vedas and the Tantras (such as the 
Paficaratra). Oh, in this form (of Yours), which embraces the (whole) universe, O Maker (of 
all), | clearly perceive all at once ourselves (the gods) as well as (all) the three worlds. (9) In 
You, who are (absolutely) independent, existed this universe at the beginning (before its 
creation); in You (alone) it continued in the middle (of its existence) and in You (again) it will 
get merged in the end (after its dissolution). (Nay,) You (alone) are the beginning, the middle 
and the end of this cosmos, even as clay is in relation to a jar, since You are higher than the 
highest (Prakrti). (10) Having created this universe by Your own Maya (creative energy), 
depending on You, You have subsequently entered it (as its inner Controller). (Hence) the 
wise, who are well-versed in the scriptures and have (duly) controlled their mind, perceive 
You, with their mind, as unaffected by the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) even (though You 
stand projected) in the universe (which is a product of those Gunas). (11) Even as (the 
common run of) men obtain by proper means fire in a pair of wooden pieces, milk in (the 
udders of) cows, foodgrains and water in the soil and livelihood through (personal) exertion, 
so do the wise realize You in the (various) objects of the senses by (their purified) intellect 
through the (various) means of God-Realization and (then) describe You (in terms of their 
realization). (12) Having seen You as such, the object sought for (by us) very long since, 
appearing in person (before us) today, O Lord with a lotus sprung from Your navel, we have 
all attained supreme bliss similar to the one which elephants oppressed by a forest 
conflagration do on perceiving the water of the (holy) Ganga.(13) Accomplish You as such 
the object for which we, the guardians of all the worlds, have duly sought the soles of Your 
feet. O inner Self, what is there to be made known outside by others to You, the all- witnessing 
Lord ?(14) Appearing as distinct from You, like the sparks of a fire from the fire itself, how 
can Lord Siva (the protector of mountains), myself (Brahma), the gods and other ethereal 
beings, Daksa and other lords of created beings and whoever (else) there may be, know 
(where lies) our welfare, O Lord ! (Therefore, pray,) impart to us the counsel that may be 
beneficial to the Brahmanas and the gods (on whom depends the welfare of all others). (15) 
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Sri Suka went on: Thus extolled by Brahma (the creator) and others and having fully 
known their heart just as it was, the Lord spoke, in a voice deep as the rumbling of clouds, 
to the gods, who stood with joined palms and had fully controlled their senses (to receive His 
command). (16) Though capable of accomplishing the purpose of the gods all alone, Lord 
Visnu, (the supreme Ruler of the gods) addressed them (as follows), eager as He was to 
divert Himself with the churning of the ocean (of milk) and other sports. (17) 
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The Lord said: Hullo Brahma, Oh Lord Siva (the Source of (all) blessings), O gods and 
(other) heavenly beings (Gandharvas and others) ! listen you all attentively to My word, so 
that good may come to you. (18) Go forth and let peace be concluded with (your cousins) 
the Danavas and Daityas (the sons of Danu and Diti), who are favoured by time (the tide of 
fortune), till prosperity returns to you of its own accord. (19) In the event of the object to be 
accomplished being of great moment, enemies too must be won over(through alliance). 
Once you have achieved your purpose, O gods, you may certainly behave with your enemies 
even as a serpent does with a rat. (20) Efforts should be put forth without delay for producing 
nectar, by drinking which even one whois in the jaws of Death would become immortal. (21) 
Casting into the ocean of milk all (kinds of ) plants, grasses, creepers and herbs and making 
Mount Mandara a churn-dasher and Vasuki (the king of serpents) as a cord for whirling it 
round, churn the said ocean unweariedly, O gods, with Myself as your helper. The Daityas 
will (only) reap (fruitless), toil while you shall, enjoy its fruit. (22-23) Approve you heartily of 
that which the Asuras want, O gods. All one's objects are not accomplished well by anger 
as through kind words.(24) You should not be afraid of the poison, called Kalakita, that will 
come out of the ocean (of milk). Nor should you ever evince covetousness or greed with 
respect to the objects (that may be churned out of the ocean) nor give vent to anger (if they 
are coveted or even taken by force by the demons).(25) 
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Sti Suka continued : Having thus duly instructed the gods, the almighty Lord Sri Hari 
(the supreme Person), whose movements are (altogether) guided by His own free will, 
vanished out of their sight, O Pariksit ! (26) Bowing to the Lord, Brahma (the father of the lords 
of creation) as well as Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) then returned each to His own, 
realm, while the gods (headed by Indra) called on Bali. (27) King Bali (the ruler of the Daityas), 
who was praiseworthy (in everyway) and knew when to wage war and when to come to terms 
(with the enemy), kept under restraint his own generals, who got excited at the (very) sight 
of the enemy (the gods), even though the latter were not (at all) prepared for action.(28) The 
gods (now) approached Bali (son of Virocana), who sat (on his throne) guarded by leaders 
of Asura troops and, having conquered all (the three worlds), was invested with the highest 
(royal) splendour.(29) Having conciliated Bali with his polished language, the highly talented 
Indra told him all that he had received instruction in from Lord Visnu (the supreme 
Person).(30) The proposal found favour with the Daitya king (Bali) as well as with whosoever 
were present there, viz., Sambara, Aristanemi and other demon chiefs and denizens of 
Tripura. (31) Having arrivedata (mutual) understanding, the gods and the Asuras (demons), 
who had (now) cultivated friendship, thereupon put forth their best energies for (obtaining) 
nectar, O chastiser of foes ! (32) Then, uprooting Mount Mandara by their might and roaring 
(like lions), the arrogant gods and demons, who were (all) full of energy and whose arms were 
strong as bludgeons, proceeded to take it to the seashore. (33) Exhausted by carrying their 
load to a long distance and unable to Carry it (any) further, Indra, Bali (son of Virocana)and 
others helplessly dropped it on the way. (34) While falling down, that mountain, which 
resembled Mount Sumeru (the mountain of gold), crushed under its huge weight numerous 
gods and demons on that spot.(35) 
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Finding them disheartened and with their arms, thighs and necks broken, the Lord 
appeared there on the back of Garuda (the king of birds). (36) Perceiving the gods and 
demons badly squeezed by the falling down of the mountain, He revived the gods by His 
(mere) look as though they were (quite) unhurt. (37) Nay, placing the mountain on (the back 
of ) Garuda with one hand by way of sport and mounting the bird (Himself), He flew to the 
seashore, surrounded by the gods and demons. (38) Taking down the mountain from his 
shoulder and placing it on the seaside, the celebrated Garuda (possessed of beautiful 
wings), the foremost of winged creatures, withdrew, when discharged by Sri Hari (so as to 
make room for Vasuki, the king of serpents, who was too much afraid of Garuda, his mortal 
enemy, to arrive in the latter's presence). (39) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, entitled "The transportation of Mount Mandara", comprised in the 
story of the churning of the ocean for nectar, in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
The gods and demons proceed to churn the ocean and Lord Siva drinks the 
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Sri Suka resumed: Summoning Vasuki, the king of serpents, by assuring him of his 
(due) share in the rewards (in the form of nectar) and twining him round that mountain as a 
cord (for whirling it round), the gods and the demons, full of joy, commenced churning the 
ocean (of milk) for the sake of nectar, fully prepared (for the uphill task), O scion of Kuru! Sri 
Hari, first of all, grasped the serpent in the fore part (at its head) and the gods (too) ranged 
on that side.(1-2) The Daitya generals did not like this act of the Supreme Person. "(Surely) 
we, who are enriched with a study of the Vedas and other scriptures and renowned for (our) 
birth and deeds, are not going to hold the tail, the inauspicious limb of a serpent." Perceiving 
the Daityas standing quiet (motionless) after uttering these words, and leaving the fore part 
(of the serpent), with a smile, the Supreme Person along with the gods caught hold of the 


tail.(3-4) With their position thus defined, the sons of the sage KaSyapa (the gods and the 
demons) began to churn the ocean for the sake of nectar,exerting their utmost.(5) 
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On the ocean being churned, the aforesaid mountain( Mount Mandara), which had 
nothing to support it, sank into the ocean due to its (heavy) weight, even though it was held 
by the mighty gods and Asuras, O scion of Pandu ! (6) Their effort having been frustrated by 
a much more powerful destiny, they felt much dejected at heart and their faces too grew 
pale.(7) Perceiving (behind this setback) the hand of Vighnega (the god ruling over the 
agencies that interrupt ambitious undertakings), and assuming the wonderful and gigantic 
form of a tortoise, the Lord of unlimited prowess and unfailing resolve then plunged into the 
waier (of the ocean) and bore up the mountain.(8) On seeing the great mountain rising, the 
gods and the demons girded their loins once more to proceed with the churning. Like another 
great division of the globe, the Lord (in the form of a tortoise) bore the mountain on His back, 
which was one lakh Yojanas or 8,00,000 miles in extent. (9) Supporting on His back, O dear 
Pariksit, the mountain shaken by the might of arms of the principal gods and demons and 
(consequently) set revolving, the infinite Lord, manifested as the First Tortoise regarded its 
revolution as the (mere) scratching of His back. (10) Stimulating the strength and energy of 
the demons, Visnu (the all-pervading Lord) entered the demons in His demoniac aspect 
(Rajasika nature); and animating the hosts of gods, He entered the divinities in His godly 
aspect (Sattvika character). (Again,) He entered Vasuki (the king of serpents) in the form of 
suspended consciousness (so as to deaden him to the pain that he would have otherwise 
feltas a result of his being pulled and rubbed against the rugged surface of the mountain).(11) 
Pressing Mount Mandara (the chief of the mountains) with one hand (in order to prevent the 
mountain from springing up), the Lord, who was endowed with a thousand arms, stood on 
its summit, like another huge mountain, under a shower of flowers by gods headed by 
Brahma, Lord Siva and Indra (the lord of paradise) singing His praises in heaven. (12) 
Strengthened by the Supreme—as pressing the mountain from above (in His thousand- 
armed form) and supporting it below (in the form of a huge tortoise) and entering the body 
of the gods and the demons (in the form of His Sattvika and Rajasika nature), the mountain 
(in the form of stubbornness), and the serpent (in the form of suspended consciousness)— 
and intoxicated with pride, the gods and the demons began to.churn the ocean with the help 
of the great mountain (Mandara) with such violence as to cause a (great) stiramong the hosts 
of crocodiles (and other aquatic creatures living in the ocean).(13) With their brightness 
marred by the breath, fire and smoke issuing from the thousand fearful eyes and mouths of 
Vasuki (the king of serpents), the demons, headed by the Paulomas and Kaleyas, Bali and 
llwala, looked like (a row of) Sarala (a species of) trees scorched by a forest conflagration.(14) 
On the gods, however—whose splendour had been obscured by his flaming breaths 
and whose raiment, excellent wreaths of flowers, coats and faces had been soiled with 
smoke-clouds under the (direct) command of the Lord poured down copious showers,and 
breezes moistened by the waves of the ocean fanned them.(15) 
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When nectar (however) did not appear from the ocean (of milk), being churned in the 
aforesaid manner by the commanders of the heavenly and Asura forces, Lord Ajita Himself 
took up the churning. (16) Holding the serpent (Vasuki) with His (four) triumphant arms 
vouchsafing protection to the world, and agitating the ocean with the churn-dasher (in the 
form of Mount Mandara), the Lord—who was dark-brownike a cloud, had a cloth of golden 
hue wrapped about His loins, was adorned with a garland (of sylvan flowers) and a pair of 
ear-rings that flashed like lightning, wore glossy and wavy locks on His head and was 
possessed of reddish eyes, and who (in the form of the divine Tortoise) bore Mount Mandara 
(on His back), now shone like a rival mountain. (17) From the ocean—which was teeming 
with Timis (a fish of enormous size), sea-elephants, sharks and whales (big enough to 
devour even Timis) and which when it was being churned, disturbed the fishes and agitated 
the alligators, snakes and tortoises—first issued a most deadly poison called Halahala. (18) 
Seeing that effervescent, unbearable and irresistible poison possessing tremendous force 
and spreading in all quarters, as well as above and below, and finding no protection 
(anywhere), living beings along with their leaders got (much) frightened and flew for 
protection to Lord Sadasiva (the ever-auspicious), O dear one! (19) Beholding the aforesaid 
Chief of the gods—seated (dwelling) on Mount Kailasa with His divine Spouse for the welfare 
of the three worlds and practising austerities, so dear to ascetics, (in order to set an example 
before them) for their emancipation—they greeted Him with hymns. (20) 
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The lords of created beings prayed: O god of gods, O supreme Deity, the Protector, 
nay, the very Self of (all) created beings, save us, that have sought refuge in You, from this 
poison, which is burning (all) the three worlds.(21) Youare the one Lord competent to enthral 
and liberate the whole world. Such as You are, the wise worship You, the Preceptor (of the 
universe), capable of relieving the agony of those who have sought refuge in You. (22) (It is 
only ) when You undertake through Your own energy (Maya), consisting of the three Gunas, 
the (work of) creation, maintenance and dissolution of this universe, O self-seeing Lord, 
(that) You (severally) assume the title of Brahma, Visnu and Siva, O perfect One ! (23) You 
are the supreme, mysterious Brahma (the Absolute), the Creator of all beings, (the gods, 
beasts and so on), high and low. It is You, the (supreme) Spirit, that stand manifested as the 
universe by virtue of (Your) manifold energies (in the form of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) and 
are its Ruler (too). (24) You are the Source of the Word (the Veda); the cause of the universe 
(in the form of the Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence); the (cosmic) Ego— 
characterized by the (three) Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), that bring forth the (eleven) 
Indriyas (the five senses of perception, the five organs of action and the mind), the (five) vital 
airs and the (five) subtle elements (respectively); the intrinsic nature of everything (which 
brings about transformation); the Time-Spirit (which disturbs the equilibrium of the three 
Gunas) and Kratu (the creative will) as well as Dharma (piety), consisting of Satya 
(truthfulness) and Rta (polite speech). The wise (further) declare that which is known as the 
Indestructible (primordial Matter), consisting of the three Gunas, as depending on You. (25) 
Fire, which represents all the gods, is Your mouth: the wise conceive the earth to be Your 
lotus-like feet, O Source of the universe; Time, to be Your movement, while You are 
conceived of as representing all the gods in Your person: the quarters as (representing) Your 
ears, and the god Varuna (the ruler of the waters) as Your palate.(26) The sky is Your navel; 
the air, Your respiration; the sun, Your eyes; and water is Your generative fluid, Your ego is 
the support of all the Jivas (embodied souls), (both) high and low (from Brahma down to the 
minutest creature); the moon embodies Your mind; and heaven, Your head, O Lord !(27) The 
oceans represent Your abdomen; the mountains, Your framework of bones; all the annual 
plants and creepers, the hair on Your body; the (seven Vedic) metres (viz., Gayatri, Tristubh, 
Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Jagati, and Usnik), no other than the (seven) constituents (viz., 
chyle, blood, flesh,fat bone, marrow and the generative fluid) of Your body; and the entire 
range of Dharma (piety as enjoined by the Vedas), Your heart, OLordwitha body constituted 
of the three Vedas (Rk, Yajus and Sama) ! (28) The five sacred (Vedic) texts (known by the 
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names of Tatpurusa, Aghora, Sadyojata, Vamadeva and [gana), O Lord, from (the thirty- 
eight parts of) which the thirty-eight fragmentary Mantras came into existence, constitute 
Your (five) faces (bearing the same names as the sacred texts themselves). Again, that self- 
effulgent Principle,:constituting the supreme Reality, which is known by the name of Siva, O 
Deity, is (nothing but) Your absolute state. (29) Your shadow is seen in waves of 
unrighteousness (greed, manifested in the form of hypocrisy and so on), by which destruction 
is wrought; while Sattva, Rajas and Tamas constitute Your three eyes. (And) the eternal 
Veda, mainly consisting of metrical compositions, O Lord, represents a glance from You, the 
all-wise originator of the sacred lore.(30) Brahma (the Absolute)—which is not accessible to 
the guardians of all the spheres, nay, not even to Brahma (the creator), Visnu and Indra (the 
ruler of the gods), O Protector of mountains, (nay,) in which Rajas and Tamas and Sattva 
(too) find no place and which has all differences cast away from it—is (nothing but) Your 
supreme effulgence.(31) The act of Your destroying many an enemy of living beings—such 
as the god of love, the sacrificial performance undertaken by Daksa, the three (flying) cities 
(built by the demon Maya), the god of death and the poison (Halahala)—is no matter for 
praise on Your part, who (remain so deeply absorbed in meditation that You) do-not even 
perceive this universe, created by Yourself, as having been reduced to ashes by the sparks 
and flames of fire shot by Your own (middle) eye at the time of (universal) dissolution ! (32) 
They, on the other hand, that revile You as living in the company (excessively fond) of 
Goddess Uma (Your divine Spouse)—even though Your feet are contemplated upon in the 
heart by teachers (of mankind) revelling in their Self—and as fierce and violent and 
particularly fond of the cremation-ground, even though You stand thoroughly disciplined by 
austerities, have surely not understood Your pastimes and have cast (all) shame to the winds 
(as otherwise they would not have the impudence to rail at You in this way).(33) (Even) 
Brahma and others are not capable of correctly comprehending Your essential nature, much 
less extolling properly You, the perfect One, who are (so mysterious and ) higher (even) than 
that (Prakrti or primordial Matter) which lies beyond both causes and effects. How can, 
therefore, we, who (are very recent in that we) have been created by Marici and others (the 
‘creation of Brahma), feel equal to it ? Yet, we have tried to extol You according to our barest 
capacity. (34) We clearly perceive this (visible form of Yours) alone and not Your transcendent 
reality, O supreme Lord! As a matter of fact, Your manifestation is intended (only) to gladden 
the world, even though Your activities are not (always) open (to the world). (35) 
YH TaI 
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Sri Suka went on: Perceiving the aforesaid distress of theirs and sore stricken with 

mercy, the Lord, who is the Friend of all living beings, told Sati, His beloved Consort, as 


follows:—(36) 
Pra sara 
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Sri Siva observed: Oh, how distressing it is | Observe, O Bhavani (Consort of Lord Siva, 

the Source of the universe), this calamity that has come upon these creatures from (the 
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poison called) Kalakita, produced by the churning of the ocean of milk. (37) Security must 
be vouchsafed by me to these people, anxious (as they are) to preserve their life. For, to 
protect the afflicted, this much is the concern (duty) of a great one (who is endowed with 
power). (38) The virtuous protect (other) living beings by (sacrificing) their own transient life. 
Sri Hari, the Soul of the universe, O good lady, is pleased with a man who shows mercy to 
created beings that are bewildered by the deluding potency of the Supreme Spirit and have 
contracted enmity with one another. (And) when Lord Sri Hari is pleased, | (too) feel gratified 
along with the (whole) mobile (animate) and immobile (inanimate) creation. Therefore, | 
(hereby) swallow this poison. May a happy (prosperous)life be assured to (all) created beings 


through Me.(39-40) 
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Sri Suka continued: Having thus sought leave of Bhavani, Lord Siva (the Delighter of 
the universe) proceeded to swallow that poison. And Sati, who was aware of His greatness, 
heartily gave Her consent.(41) Then, squeezing into (the cavity of) His palm the Halahala, 
which was spreading all round, Lord Siva (the supreme Deity), the Protector of (all) living 
beings,swallowed it out of compassion.(42) The poison (which was the concentrated 
impurity of the oceanic water) showed its power even on His person in that it made Him (look) 
blue at the throat, although the spot became a special ornament to that benevolent Soul. (43) 
Generally noble souls are afflicted at the agony of the world. For, that (viz., sharing the 
affliction of others) constitutes the highest worship of the supreme Person, the Soul of the 
universe.(44) Observing that (benevolent) act of Lord Siva (the Source of blessedness), the 
god of gods, who showers blessings on His devotees, the created beings (who had 
approached Him), as well as Sati (Daksa’s Daughter), Brahma and Lord Visnu (too) 
applauded it. (45) Scorpions, snakes and poisonous herbs as well as what other biting 
creatures (dogs, jackals and so on) there were took in what little (of the poison) leaked from 
the palm of Lord Siva (even) while He drank it. (46) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse, forming part of the story of the 
churning of the ocean for (obtaining) nectar, in Book Eight of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VIII 


The manifestation (in a personal form) of the Lord's 
(own) enchanting potency 
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Sri Suka resumed: On the poison having been drunk by Lord Siva (who bears the 
emblem of a bull) the aforesaid gods and demons, full of joy, churned the ocean (of milk) with 
(redoubled) vigour; and from the said act of churning came forth the cow of plenty (the store- 
house of milk, ghee and so on, the principal substances fit for being offered as oblation into 
the sacred fire). (1) Seers who were exponents of the Vedas (and engaged in sacrificial 
performances) took that cow (the source of milk etc.., fit for being poured as oblations into the 
sacred fire) for (obtaining) sacred material (milk, ghee and so on)to be used in sacrificial 
performances capable of taking (the sacrificer) to the path of gods (leading to Brahmaloka 
and so on), O king ! (2) Next sprang forth the (celebrated) horse, Uccaihsrava by name, 
which was white as the moon. Bali longed for (took) it and not Indra because of the 
admonition given by the Lord. (3) Then issued forth the (moon-white) king of elephants, 
Airavata by name, which by its four tusks (resembling the four peaks ofa mountain) obscured 
the splendour of Kailasa (the white mountain forming the abode) of Lord Siva. (4) Next rose 
from the ocean (of milk) a jewel of the ruby type, bearing the name of Kaustubha. Sri Hari 
(Himself) longed for (took) that gem as an adornment for His breast. (5) Then appeared (the 
tree known by the name of) Parijata, the ornament of the celestial world, which incessantly 


gratifies petitioners with the objects sought for, even as you (Pariksit) do it on earth. (6) Then 
came forth the Apsaras (celestial nymphs) adorned with gold necklaces and cladin excellent 
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robes, who delight the denizens of heaven with their charming gait and playful glances.(7) Then, 
again, appeared Goddess Rama (Laksmi), who is Affluence personified and is devoted to 
the Lord, and who illumined the quarters with Her splendour like (a streak of) lightning 
flashing against the crystalline mountain-range called Sudama. (8) All including gods, 
demons and men conceived a longing for Her *, their mind overpowered (through astonishment) 
by the glory of Her comeliness, nobility, (young) age and (fair) complexion. (9) The great 
Indra(the lord of paradise) brought for Her a most wonderful throne, while the principal rivers 
(Ganga and so on) in their personal form brought sacred water (for Her ablutions) in jars of 
gold. (10) (Mother) Earth gave (Her) all (kinds of) herbs required for Her ablutions. The cows 
yielded to Her their five sacred products (viz., milk, curds, ghee, excrement and urine); and 
Spring yielded (Her) the produce of the two vernal months (in the shape of flowers and fruits 
appropriate to that season). (11) Rsis (seers) laid down the procedure of Her ablutions 
according to the scriptural ordinance. Gandharvas (celestial musicians) sang auspicious 
songs and their wives (too) danced and sang. (12) (Spirits presiding over) clouds sounded 
with great force clay tomtoms, tabors, drums, double drums and clarionets, that produced 
a tumultuous fanfare—as well as conchs, flutes and lutes. (13) Then the elephants guarding 
the (four) quarters bathed Goddess Sri, who held a lotus in one of Her hands and was an 
embodiment of virtue, with (gold) jars full of water to the accompaniment of hymns chanted 
by Brahmanas.(14) (The god presiding over) the ocean offered Her two pieces of yellow silk 
(one for being wrapped round Her loins and lower body and the other round Her upper limbs). 
Varuna (the god of water) gave Her a garland called Vaijayanti, accompanied by black bees 
drunk with the honey of its flowers. (15) Viswakarma, a lord of created beings, offered Her 
wonderful ornaments; Saraswati (the goddess presiding over speech and learning), a 
necklace of pearls; Brahma (the birthless creator), a lotus; and Nagas (serpent-demons) a 
pair of ear-rings.(16) 
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Holding in one of Her hands a wreath of lotuses with (a swarm of) black bees humming 


about it, and wearing a most charming face with a bashful smile playing on it and (brilliant) 
ear-rings hanging against Her lovely cheek, Goddess Sri, who (in the form of a golden streak) 


* Here it should be noted, as a learned and saintly commentator points out, that all those present in that assembly coveted 
Goddess Laksmi only because they knew that, She being the deity presiding over fortune, Her grace would make them masters 
of fortune. Otherwise they were all great devotees, as is evident from the fact that they all offered presents to Her as a token 
of reverence and homage (vide verses 10 to16). 


770 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 8 


SHOALS ESHER HL SHH AHHH HASH H AHS EAREPSEHECEA ELEN SALLE ALESHA LAE HRSA AHH HEAR AHHH 


had (already) taken Her (permanent) abode in the auspicious bosom of Sri Hari, moved 
about (in search of a match of Her choice).(17) Having a pair of symmeirical and closely set 
breasts, painted with sandal-paste and saffron, and marked with an exceedingly slender 
waist and moving hither and thither (in that distinguished assemblage) accompanied by the 
sweet jingling of anklets, She shone like a (mobile) creeper of gold. (18) Looking out among 
the Gandharvas, Yaksas, Asuras, Siddhas, Caranas, gods (lit., the denizens of heaven) and 
others for a husband for Her—a husband free from blemish, eternal and possessed of 
everlasting virtues, She did not find any. (19) (She said to Herself:—)"There is no full control 
of anger in him of whom asceticism can be surely predicated. (Likewise) wisdom is found in 
some individuals; but it is not free from attachment. A third one is great (no doubt); but there 
is no complete mastery of concupiscence in him. And how can he be a lord, who depends 
(for his existence and power) on another ? (20) There is righteousness in some; but there 
is no love for living beings in them. (Again) there is liberality in some individuals; but in their 
case it is not conducive to Liberation (their liberality being actuated by some interested 
motives). (Similarly) there is prowess in a certain individual; but it is not immune from the 
ravages of Time. (And) surely he who is (entirely) free from attachment to the objects of 
senses cannot be a (fit) companion (inasmuch as he will choose to remain absorbed in 
abstract meditation and will have nothing to do with me). (21) There is long life in some; but 
there is no amiability nor auspiciousness (of the kind coveted by women ). In some (others) 
there is amiability and auspiciousness too; but the duration of their life cannot be (easily) 
known. In some rare individual both these qualities (longevity as well as amiability) exist; but 
he too is inauspicious (in outward conduct). (Of course) there is one who is very auspicious 
too (besides being long-lived and amiable); but he does not long for me." (22) 
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Having thus deliberated, Goddess Rama (Laksmi) chose for Her husband (none other 
than) Lord Visnu (the Bestower of Liberation), the most worthy of all from the point of view 
of His everlasting virtues (such as righteousness and wisdom) and (absolute) independ- 
ence, who is beyond the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and was coveted by Her, nay, 
who is wooed by all excellences, even though He does not feel interested in anyone. (23) 
Placing on His shoulders the charming wreath of fresh lotuses resonant with the humming 
of swarms of maddening black-bees, and having attained to His bosom, Her own 
(permanent) abode, through Her (lotus-like) eyes blooming with a bashful smile, she stood 


by His side (awaiting His grace as it were). (24) Lord Visnu (the Father of the three worlds) 
made His bosom the permanent abode of Goddess Sri, the Mother of the three worlds and. 
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the Source of (all) riches.Ensconced there, Laksmi promoted (the welfare of) Her creation, 
the three worlds and their rulers, by Her benignant look. (25) A great noise issued forth from 
conchs, clarionets and clay tomtoms and other musical instruments, as well as from 
Gandharvas (attendants of the gods) and their wives singing (on that occasion).(26) All the 
creators of the world, headed by Brahma, Rudra (the god of destruction) and the sage 
Angira, celebrated the Lord by means of sacred texts purporting to describe Him and 
representing the bare truth, and showered flowers on Him. (27) Looked at by Sri, the gods 
and other created beings including the lords of creation became rich in amiability and other 
qualities and attained supreme felicity. (28) The Daityas and Danavas (on the other hand) 
became dispirited, rapacious, effortless and devoid of shame, O Pariksit, when they were 
overlooked by Laksmi. (29) 
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Then appeared the goddess presiding over the wine called Varuni, in the form of a 

maiden with lotus-like eyes. The aforesaid Asuras ( Daityas and Danavas) caught hold of her, 
of course, with the approval of Sri Hari. (30) Next arose from the ocean even as it was being 
churned by gods and Asuras (the sons of the sage Kasyapa), seeking nectar, O great king, 
a most wonderful personage with long and plump arms, a conch-shaped neck and reddish 
eyes, dark-brown (of hue), youthful (in age), wearing a wreath of flowers and adorned with 
all (kinds of ) ornaments. (31-32) He was clad in yellow, had a broad chest, was graced with 
a pair of very bright ear-rings made of gems, wore glossy and curly hair-tips (on his head) 
was charming (of every limb) and possessed of the gait of a lion.(33) He carried (in his hands) 
a jar full of nectar and was decked with a pair of bracelets. Indeed he had emanated from 
a minute ray of Lord Visnu Himself. (34) He was known by the name of Dhanvantari; (it was) 
he (who) revealed (to the world) the science of medicine and he enjoys a share in the 
sacrificial offerings. Perceiving him as well as the jar brimful with nectar, all the Asuras, who 
were eager to secure everything (churned out of the ocean), quickly snatched away the 
(precious) jar. On the aforesaid jar containing nectar being carried away by the Asuras, the 
gods felt dejected at heart and resorted for protection to Sri Hari. Noticing their helplessness 
as aforesaid, the Lord, who grants the wishes of His servants (devotees), said, "Do not feel 
depressed; | shall accomplish your purpose by stirring up feud among them as well as 
through My own deluding potency (in the form of a bewitching damsel). (85—37) 
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A quarrel arose in their ranks inter se, O king, their mind being seized with a thirst for 
nectar. "| shall have it first, | shall have it first; not you, not you !" This is what they said to one 
another. (38) "The gods, who have equally contributed to this consummation through (their) 
exertion, deserve their share in this prize as much as in {the merit resulting from) a sacrificial 
performance* undertaken by a community for common weal: such is the eternal law". (39) 
In these words indeed did the weaker Daityas, in whom jealousy was aroused (by the 
selfishness of the usurpers) repeatedly protest against the stronger ones, that had taken 
possession of the jar, O Pariksit. (40) In the meantime Lord Visnu, who knows (all) 
expedients, assumed the most amazing form of a damsel, which could not be described (in 
words). (41) It was worth looking at intently, blue as an Utpala (a variety of lotuses) and 
comely of every limb. Its well-matched ears were decked with ornaments (ear-rings); its face 
was marked with lovely cheeks and a prominent nose. (42) It had a waist slender (as it were) 
due to the weight of breasts fully developed as a mark of budding youth. Its eyes looked 
frightened by the humming of black bees attracted by the fragrance of its mouth. (43) It bore 
on its head of hair a wreath of full-blown Mallikas (a species of jasmine); its neck was 
embellished with a necklace and the form was (further) graced with a pair of armlets worn 
round its shapely arms.(44) (Nay,) it looked exceptionally charming due to its girdle that 
added to the beauty of its broad hips covered by a loin-cloth which was spotless white; and 
a pair of anklets adorned its feet that walked in a winsome manner.(45) (Again,) itincessantly 
kindled passion in the breast of Daitya generals by its bashful smiles,dancing brows and 
amorous glances.(46) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse entitled “The manifestation (in a personal form) of the Lord's 
(own) enchanting potency", in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa- Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 


Appearing in the form of Mohini (an enchanting damsel), 
the Lord deals out nectar among the gods 
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* A Satrayaga has been defined as below:— 
walt aga aa Seas Geese | AE Stas a ae SATA 
" A Satra is that in which there are a number of sacrificers and a number of deities to be worshipped and in which gifts 
are bestowed on many." 
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Sri Suka resumed: Having taken leave of (all) amity and adopted the ways of the 
robbers, and snatching the jar (of nectar) from and abusing one another, the Asuras caught 
sight of the approaching damsel. (1) Running up to her with the words "Marvellous beauty! 
Amazing splendour !! Charming is her youthful age !!!" they questioned her (as follows), 
passion having been kindled (in their heart); (2) Tell us, who are you with eyes resembling 
the petals of a lotus? Where do you hail from?(Already) churning our hearts as it were, what 
do you intend doing (further) and whose daughter are you,O lovely one ? (3) Itis not that we 
do not know you as untouched (undefiled) before by immortals and Daityas, by Siddhas, 
Gandharvas and Caranas, (nay,) not even by the guardians of the spheres, much less by 
human beings. (4) Have you been sent (here) by the merciful creator, O pretty one, in order 
to afford delight to the senses and mind of (all) embodied souls ? Certainly it is so.(5) Such 
as you are, (pray,) bring peace (of mind) to us, who are contending for a common object and 
have (consequently) sontracted enmity (with one another), eventhough we are kins, O proud 
lady with a slender waist! (6) Being sons of the sage Kasyapa, we are (all) brothers and have 
exerted (our) strength (for the common good). (Pray,) divide the prize equitably, so that there 
may be no more quarrel (among us). (7) Thus urged by the Daityas, Lord Sri Hari, who had 
assumed a feminine form through (His) Maya (deluding potency), beautifully laughed and 
spoke as follows, looking at them through the lovely corners of His eyes.(8) 


ATTA TAT 
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The Lord observed: How, O sons of Kasyapa, have you reposed trust in me, a wanton 
woman ? Indeed a wise man would never put faith in lustful women. (9) The wise declare the 
ties of friendship of wolves and wanton women, who are looking out for newer and newer 
delights, O enemies of gods, as inconstant.(10) 


Taya HA Meany at Ha war at faust genfaie2! 
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Sri Suka went on: The Asuras, whose mind felt reassured by these jocular expressions 
of her, laughed a significant laugh, which was too deep (for the common man) to 
comprehend, and entrusted the jar of nectar to her.(11) Having taken possession of the jar 
of nectar, Lord Sri Hari then said in a voice brightened with a gentle smile, "If you accept 
whatever is done by me, whether right or wrong, in any wise, | am prepared to divide this 
nectar among you (but not otherwise)." (12) Hearing this utterance of that (divine) maiden, 
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the leaders of the Asuras, who had no idea of Her greatness, agreed to Her condition, saying 
"Be it so". (13) 
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Then, having fasted (for a day) and finished (their) bath, (nay,) propitiated the fire through 
sacrificial offerings and bestowed (appropriate) gifts on cows and the Brahmanas as well as 
on (other) living beings, they had auspicious rites (such as the recitation of benedictory 
prayers) performed (for their success) by Brahmanas. (14) (Again,) putting ona set of clothes 
altogether new according.to their pleasure, and graced with ornaments in every limb, they 
all squatted on blades of Kuga grass that had their ends pointing to the east.(15) When the 
gods as well as the Daityas (the sons of Diti) had taken their seat, with their faces turned 
towards the east, in a hall scented with fragrant fumes and adorned with wreaths of flowers 
and lights; that beautiful damsel, slow of gait due to her bulky hips, that were covered over 
with a charming piece of linen, with eyes swimming (as if) under intoxication and breasts 
resembling a pair of (small) vases, forthwith made her way into that chamber, jarin her hands, 
and warbling (as it were) through the jingling of her gold anklets, O ruler of men ! (16-17) 
Looking intently at her, who was no other then the supreme Deity and a counterpart of 
Goddess Sri (Beauty personified), (nay,) who was adorned with a pair of gold ear-rings and 
had charming ears, nose, cheeks and mouth and from over whose breasts the end ofthe strip 


of cloth covering them had slightly slipped (thus partially exposing them), the gods and 
Asuras felt completely enchanted (particularly) by her glances accompanied witha smile.(18) 
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Thinking it unwise to offer nectar to the Asuras—as milk to serpents—both of whom are 
ferocious by nature, Lord Acyuta did not give a share of it to them.(19) Providing separate 
rows of seats for the two races, Lord Visnu (the Ruler of the universe) seated them in those 
‘ows, each race in the midst of their own people. (20) Beguiling the Daityas by His winning 
attentions, polite words and movements beside them with the jar held in His hands, He gave 
he gods sitting at a distance to drink the nectar that prevents old age and death.(21) 
3especting the promise made by them (that they would accept whatever might be done by 
he girl), O king, the Asuras, who had bestowed their love on Her, kept quiet (also) because 
hey abhorred (the very idea of ) wrangling with a woman. (22) Cherishing the utmost 
iffection for Her and afraid of losing it, and restrained by excessive regard (shown to them 
’y Her), they uttered nothing unpalatable.(23) Disguised in the garb of gods, and entering 
he row of the gods, Swarbhanu (Rahu) drank the nectar and was pointed out by the moon- 
jod and the sun-god (between whom he had surreptitiously placed himself).(24) Sri Hari 
2pped off his head by His discus (Sudarsana), which was sharp-edged asa razor, even while 
i@ Was drinking the nectar, with the result that the not trunk, which had been touched by 
ectar, dropped down (dead). (25) The head (of the demon), however, which was raised to 
1€ position of an immortal (by coming in touch with nectar), Brahma (the birthless creator) 
1ade a deity presiding over a planet, who actually assails the sun-god and the moon-god 
n the new moon and the full moon respectively, cherishing enmity (towards them). (26) 
Vhen the nectar was well-nigh consumed by the gods, Lord Sri Hari, the Protector of the 
niverse, assumed His original form (once more), while the Asura generals looked on. (27) 
1 this way the hosts of gods and demons differed in their result even though they worked 
tthe same place and time, with the same means (Mount Mandara and the serpent Vasuki) 
nd material (herbs and plants), and though (the nature of) their activity and intention (too) 
ere (just) the same. Of the two parties, the gods easily obtained the reward in the shape 
‘nectar due to their resorting to the dust of His lotus-feet, but not the Daityas (who did not 
‘sort to that dust). (28) Whatever is done by men with (their) life, wealth, organs of action, 
ind and speech with reference to (their) body, progeny and others having an eye to their 
stinctive character is futile. That (however) which is done by those very means with an eye 
their identity (divine nature) becomes fruitful; and it redounds to the benefit of all, even as 
€ watering of the roots (of a tree) tends to the nourishment of all its limbs.(29) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse, comprised in the story of the churning of the ocean 
for the sake of nectar, in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed: In this way the Danavas and the Daityas could not obtain nectar, O 
ruler of men—even though they stood united and had been intent on doing (their) work (of 
churning the ocean)—because they had turned their back on Lord Vasudeva.(1) Having 
caused nectar to be obtained, O king, and made His devotees, ithe gods, drink of it, the Lord 
mounted on (the back of) Garuda (the king of birds) and departed, while all living beings stood 
gazing. (2) Observing the highest good fortune( success) of their enemies and jealous of it, 
the Daityas (sons of Diti) marched against the gods with uplifted weapons. (3) Reinvigorated 
by the nectar drunk by them and having taken shelter in the feet of Lord Narayana, all the 
gods thereupon offered a united resistance with their weapons.(4) There on the seashore 
raged a most dreadful, thrilling and hand-to-hand fight, known by the name of a conflict 
between the gods and the demons,O king! (5) With a mind full of rage, the aforesaid enemies 
met at close quarters on that battle-field and struck one another with swords, arrows and 
various(other) weapons.(6) Tremendous was the flourish of conchs and clarionets and the 
noise of clay tomtoms, tabors and Damaris (a kind of drum) as well as of the trumpeting 
elephants, neighing horses, rattling chariots and roaring foot-soldiers.(7) In that battle car- 
warriors closed with car-warriors,infantrymen with infantrymen, horses with horses and 
elephants with elephants. (8) Some warriors fought on the back of camels, some on 
elephants and others on donkeys, (still) others fought on the back of Gauramrgas, bears, 
panthers and lions. (9) Others fought on (the back of) vultures, buzards, herons, hawks and 
Bhasas(a bird of prey soaring very high in the skies), Timingilas (whales), Sarabhas (an 
eight-footed animal said to be stronger than a lion, the species of which has now become 
extinct), bisons, rhinoceroses, bulls, Gayals and Arunas.(10) Some (more) fought on (the 
back of) jackals, rats, chameleons, hares and men; others, on goats, black antelopes and 
swans and still others on boars.(11) Some (again) fought on (the back of) birds of land and 
water and (other) animals with deformed bodies. The warriors of both the armies, O king, 
penetrated farther and farther (in their effort to worst their opponents). (12) 
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With the ranks of warriors distinguished by (their) ensigns of various colours, spotless 
white costly umbrellas with handles of diamond, fly-flappers of peacock feathers and the 
bushy tail of Camaris (a species of deer found in the Himalayan region), turbans and pieces 
of cloth used as upper garment waved by the wind, brilliant coats of mail and ornaments and 
burnished weapons shining brightly under the rays of the sun, O king, the armies of the 
celestial and Asura heroes shone like two oceans with rows of sea-monsters.(13—15) In that 
battle the celebrated Bali, son of Virocana, was the commander-in-chief of the Asura forces. 
Seated in his famous vehicle, Vaihayasa by name, the foremost of (all) aerial cars— which 
had been manufactured by (the demon) Maya and could fly at will, (nay,) which was equipped 
with all implements of warfare and full of all wonders, O lord, which was incomprehensible 
by reason and could not be precisely located (because of its uncertain and wondertully swift 
movements) and which, though perceived (now and then), defied perception (because of its 
dazzling splendour)— and surrounded by all troop-commanders, he shone in the midst of 
a pair of chowries (which were being waved on his right and left) and under an exquisite 
umbrella like the moon on the eastern hill (while rising). (16—18) On all his sides appeared 
in (their respective) aerial cars (other) Asuras, the commanders of the (various) squadrons— 
Namuci, Sambara, Bana, Vipracitti, Ayomukha (steel-mouthed), Dwimurdha (possessed of 
a pair of heads), Kalanabha and Praheti, Heti, Ilwala, Sakuni, Bhutasantapa (the torment of 
created beings), Vajradarmstra (possessed of adamantine teeth), Virocana (shining brightly), 
Hayagriva (having the head and neck of a horse), Sankusira (spear-headed), Kapila (tawny 
of hue), Meghadundubhi, Taraka, Cakradrk (having wheel-like eyes), Sumbha, NiSumbha, 
Jambha, Utkala, Arista, Aristanemi, Maya, the lord of the three (flying) cities, and others, viz., 
the Paulomas and Kaleyas, the Nivatakavacas and so on. (19—22) Having not received any 
share in the nectar (churned out of the ocean of milk), they had only suffered hardship (in 
toiling for the nactar). All these (however) had on many an occasion utterly defeated the 
immortals at the very commencement of the operations.(23) Sending forth the roars of a lion, 
they blew loud-sounding conchs. Seeing his foes puffed up with pride, Indra (the destroyer 
[564] B. M. 27— | 
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of the demon Bala), got highly enraged. (24) Mounted on Airavata, an elephant guarding the 
(eastern) quarter (with the temple-juice streaming from its temples), Indra shone like the sun 
(lit., the ruler of the day) appearing on the eastern hill with cascades falling down (its sloping 
sides). (25) All round him stood the (other) gods, mounted on their diverse mounts and 
carrying different ensigns and weapons, as well as the guardians of the (various) worlds— 
Vayu (the wind-god), Agni (the god of fire), Varuna (the god of water) and others— with their 
retinue. (26) Rushing violently towards and reproaching one another with words that cut to 
the quick, (nay,) challenging one another and rushing forward, they fought in pairs. (27) Bali 
contended with Indra; Guha (the younger son of Lord Siva) cast his lot with Taraka; Varuna 
fought with Heti and Mitra with Praheti, O Pariksit ! (28) Similarly Yama tried his strength with 
Kalanabha; Vigwakarma (the architect of heaven), indeed with Maya (the architect of the 
demons); Sambara, with Twasta (a lord of created beings) and Virocana (Bali's father and 
son of Prahrada) with Savita. (29) Namuci crossed arms with Aparajita, the ASwins (the twin- 
born physicians of the gods) with Vrsaparva, and the god Surya (the sun-god) with the 
hundred sons of Bali, of whom the eldest was Bana. (30) Soma (the moon-god) likewise 
fought with Rahu; Anila (the wind-god) with Puloma, and the powerful Goddess Bhadrakali 
with Nigumbha and Sumbha. (31) Vrsakapi (Lord Siva) for His part closed with Jambha; 
Vibhavasu (the god of fire), with Mahisa and Ilwala, accompanied by Vatapi, with the sage 
Marici and others (the sons of Brahma), O chastiser of foes ! (32) Durmarsa (one hard to 
withstand) had an encounter with Kamadeva (the god of love); Utkala with the Matrkas (the 
divine mothers or personified energies of the principal deities); the sage Brhaspati (the 
preceptor of the gods), with Usana (Sukracarya, the preceptor of the demons) and 
Sanaiscara (the deity presiding over the planet Saturn and a son of the sun-god) with Naraka 
(the demon born of the union of the Lord manifested in the form of the divine Boar with Mother 
Earth). (33) The (forty-nine) Maruts (wind-gods) entered into a conflict with the Nivatakavacas; 
the (group of the eight) gods known as the Vasus with the Kaleyas; the (gods called) 
ViSwedevas, with the Paulomas and the (eleven) Rudras (the gods of destruction), with the 
Krodhavaégas (a class of serpents, extremely ferocious by nature, residing in the lower 
regions). (34) 
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Fighting in pairs as well as collectively on the battle-field in the aforesaid manner and 
approaching one another, the Asuras as well as the leaders of the gods violently struck one 
another with sharp arrows, swords and iron clubs in their eagerness to win. (35) And they 
lopped off the heads of one another with Bhusundis (a kind of-weapon perhaps of the nature 
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of fire-arms), discuses, maces, lances and sharp-edged spears, darts and firebrands, 
Prasas (a barbed missile) and axes, scimitars and Bhallas (a kind of arrow with a point of a 
Particular shape), bludgeons as well as with Mudgaras (a kind of hammer-shaped weapon) 
and Bhindipalas (catapults). (36) Elephants and horses (as wellas those riding on them), car- 
warriors and footmen and various (other) mounts with (their) riders were cut to pieces. They 


Thickly strewn with heads—from which diadems and ear-rings had been knocked off, (nay,) 
which had angerin (their) eyes and whose lips were (still) closely clasped (in anger)—as well 
as with long and stout arms, (still) decked with ornaments and holding weapons,-and with 
shapely thighs (resembling the trunk ofan elephant, which is thick atthe upper end and grows 
less and less thicker below)— the said battle-ground looked (very) attractive.(39) Headless 
trunks sprang on their feet on that battle-field and rushed towards the (hostile) warriors with 
(their) stout arms (still) holding uplifted weapons and perceiving (recognizing) them with the 
eyes in their fallen heads. (40) 
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Bali assailed the mighty Indra with ten arrows, Airavata (his elephant) with three, the four 
guards of Airavata with four (each with one) and its driver with one. (41) Quick in showing 
his valour, Sakra (Indra) cut them with the same number of (eighteen) sharp Bhallas, as 
though smiling, as they came flying (towards him), even before they reached him. (42) 
Observing his superb feat, Bali, who could not easily tolerate this discomfiture, took up a dart 
glowing like a mighty firebrand. Indra (however) cut it while it was (yet) in Bali's hand (before 
he was able to discharge it). (43) Bali thereupon took up a spear, then a Prasa and then 
(again) a Tomara (iron club) and double-edged swords. (But) whatever weapon he took in 
his hand (the powerful) Indra cut down all of them (in no time). (44) Going out of sight, the 
demon (Bali) next let loose his demoniacal Maya (illusion) and thereupon came into view a 
mountain over (the heads of ) the celestial forces, O king! (45) From that mountain fell down 
trees burning with forest fire and rocks with (their) tops sharp as (the edge of) a chisel, 
pulverizing the enemy's forces. (46) Further (from that mountain) rused forth large serpents 
and (other) snakes with scorpions, as well as lions, tigers and boars crushing gigantic 
elephants. (47) There also appeared in hundreds nude ogresses with pikes in (their) hands, 
exclaiming "Cut down", "Break asunder!" and ogres too, O lord! (48) Then large thundering 
clouds, buffeted by winds, rained live coals with a deep and terrific roar. (49)Conjured up by 
the demon, a very extensive and most formidable fire, helped by the winds, began to burn 
the celestial army like the fire appearing at the time of final dissolution of the universe. (50) 
Then was observed on all sides an ocean that transgressed (all) limits and looked terrible 
on account of (its) whirlpools and waves tossed up by fierce winds.(51) in the midst of 
illusions that were being likewise created by other Daityas (too), who were great adepts in 
conjuring tricks and were (most) formidable because of their imperceptible movements, the 
celestial warriors grew despondent.(52) When Indra and others, O protector of men, did not 
know how to counteract this evil, the almighty Lord, who is the Protector of the universe and 
was called to mind (by the gods), manifested Himself there. (53) Presently there appeared 
the Lord, clad in yellow robes and endowed with eight arms wielding (different) weapons, 
with eyes resembling a pair of budding lotuses and His feet, tender as young leaves, placed 
across the shoulders of Garuda (who had a pair of beautiful wings), and on whose person 
shone forth Goddess Sri (in the form of a golden streak on His bosom), the Kaustubha gem, 
a priceless crown and a pair of invaluable ear-rings. (54) The moment He entered the battle- 
field the illusions created by the conjuring tricks of the demons yielded to the glory of that 
mighty Lord even as a dream is broken the moment wakefulness returns (to a sleeping man). 
For, (to say nothing of the Lord's actual presence), the (very) thought of Sri Hari is the (only) 
radical cure for all ills. (85) Perceiving Lord Visnu (the Rider of Garuda) on the field of battle, 
and revolving his dart, (the demon) Kalanemi (who was reborn as Karnsa in his next 
incarnation and) who rode on a lion (the enemy of an elephant) presently flung it (at Him). 
Seizing it by way of sport as it was about to descend on Garuda's head, Visnu (the Lord of 
the three worlds) despatched with it, O protector of the people, the enemy (Kalanemi) along 
with his mount (the lion). (56) Encountering the Lord, by whose discus (Sudargana) the 
mighty Mali and Sumali (too) had their heads lopped off and fell on the battle-field, Malyavan 
(another general of the Asurika forces) was just going to strike Garuda (the king of birds) with 
a pointed mace when Sri Hari (the most ancient Person) severed the head of the roaring 
enemy with the same discus.(57) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse, forming part of the story of the war between 
the gods and the demons in Book Eight of the great and 
‘glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse Xl 


Conclusion of the conflict between the gods and the demons 


wat ot: squeeae: we ve: warmer 
way oo waioneaaie «=e: «gt 2 | 
aera ae TRERRIT: | SeeTEE TT a TT aR ST: 1 2 
aso ofp acerca qaut fa wedi 3 | 
veaye cremate at fetefa fren germ Pagers eta aaa |X | 
areahd cahrekegara & faqiareataraargders eed: & | 
aise gaits aso waudori feet ete warereee wfafe: wei € | 
Sri Suka resumed: Having regained (their) presence of mind by the supreme grace of 
Lord Visnu (the supreme Person), the gods headed by Indra ( the ruler of the gods) and 
Samirana (the wind-god), now struck hard each one of those (Asuras) by whom they had 
been jointly assailed before. (1) When the glorious Indra (the chastiser of the demon Paka), 
full of anger, took up his thunderbolt in order to strike Bali (the son of Virocana), his subjects 
cried “Alas !" "Alas !" (2) Reproaching the heroic Bali, who was well-equipped (with arms) 
and was ranging fearlessly before Indra in that great conflict, Indra (who wielded a 
thunderbolt in his hand), addressed him as follows:—(3) Conquering fools whose eyes have 
been enchanted, a conjurer takes away their money. (Even so,) though no better than a 
conjurer, O fool, you seek to overpower us, lords of Maya, by means of incantations ! (4) 
Those foolish robbers who seek to ascend to heaven, nay, rise (even) beyond heaven (to 
still higher regions) by means of spells, | cast still lower down than their former abode. (5) 
As such | shall lop off your head today with (my) thunderbolt having a hundred joints, even 
though (I know) you are an adept in the use of melevolent spells. Exert yourself with (all) Your 
kinsfolk, O dull-witted one ! (6) 
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Bali replied: Fame, triumph, discomfiture and death fall in succession to the lot of all who 
are engaged in hostilities and whose actions are impelled by (a propitious or unpropitious) 
Time (Destiny). (7) Therefore, wise men view (all) this (fame etc.), at determined by Time; 
they neither exult nor grieve over it. You are (however) ignorant of this truth. (8) We (for our 
part) do not take to the heart your words that sting one to the quick, since you deserve to 
be pitied by pious souls in that you account your own self instrumental in bringing fame and 
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Sri Suka went on: Having thus twitted the powerful god (Indra) the valiant Bali, the 
vanquisher of heroes (in battle), struck him again with arrows pulled (right) up to the ear— 
him who had (already) been stung with taunts. (10) Thus reproached by the enemy, who 
spoke the truth (all the same), the god (Indra) could not bear his insulting speech any more 
than an elephant pricked with a goad. (11) Indra (the vanquisher of foes) hurled (his) unfailing 
thunderbolt against him so that, like a mountain that had its wings * clipped, Bali fell to the 
ground, carandall.(12) Finding his friend (Bali) fallen (in battle), the demon Jambha, a (great) 
friend and well-wisher of Bali, assailed Indra, (thus) rendering good offices even to his fallen 
friend.(13) Riding on a lion, Jambha, who was possessed of great might, approached Indra 
and, lifting his mace, struck him with (great) impetuousity on the collar-bone, as well as his 
elephant (Airavata). (14) Tormented by the stroke of the mace and utterly confounded, the 
elephant touched the ground with its knees and fell into-a deep swoon. (15) Thereupon was 
brought by Matali (Indra's charioteer) a chariot drawn by a thousand horses; and, leaving the 
elephant, the mighty god mounted the chariot. (16) Admiring that (prompt) action of the 
charioteer and smiling too, Jambha (the foremost of the Danavas) struck the latter with a 
burning dart in battle. (17) Taking recourse to fortitude, Matali bore the pain (caused by the 
dart), which was most difficult to endure; and (greatly) enraged, Indra severed Jambha's 
head by means of his thunderbolt. (18) 
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*We read inthe Puranas that mountains had wings in the earliest times and could fly and settle down wherever they would. 
Finding them a great menace to organic life, Indra clipped their wings and thus rendered them incapable of motion for all times. 
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Hearing from (the lips of) the sage Narada about Jambha having been slain (by Indra), 
his kinsmen, Namuci, Bala and Paka, arrived there in (great) haste. (19) Stinging Indra to the 
quick with their pungent words, they struck him repeatedly with arrows even as clouds would 
assail a mountain with torrents.(20) The swift-handed Bala simultaneously struck in battle 
(all) the thousand horses of Haryaswa (Indra) with as many arrows.(21) With a hundred 
arrows each (the demon) Paka struck separately Matali (the charioteer) and the chariot with 
(all) its parts by fitting to the bow and discharging (all) the arrows at one and the same time. 
That was (indeed) a (great) marvel in that battle. (22) Piercing Indra with fifteen large arrows 
furnished with hilts of gold, (the demon) Namuci roared on the field of battle like a cloud 
charged with water. (23) The demons covered Sakra (Indra) including his chariot and 
charioteer on all sides with a network of arrows (even) as clouds would obscure the sun in 
the rains. (24) Not perceiving him (on the battle-field) and extremely perturbed, the celestial 
troops with their retinue, who were (now) left without a leader and were utterly vanquished 
by the enemy, uttered a plaintive cry like merchants whose ship had been wrecked in mid- 
Ocean. (25) Presently Indra (who was capable of overpowering the mighty) issued out of the 
cage of arrows along with the horses, chariot, flag and charioteer. Illuminating the quarters, 
sky and earth with his splendour, he shone like the sun at the close of night.(26) Observing 
his army overpowered by the enemies (the demons) in battle, the god (Indra), the wielder of 
the thunderbolt, lifted his thunderbolt in anger with intent to slay his enemy. (27) With the 
same eight-edged weapon he severed the heads of (both) Bala and Paka, inspiring terror 
in (the heart of) their kinsfolk, who stood looking on, O Pariksit ! (28) 
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Perceiving their death, Namuci was filled with grief, indignation and rage; and in his 


eagerness to kill Indra, O ruler of men, he put forth his best energy. (29) Taking up a lance 
of steel, furnished with bells and adorned with gold ornaments he darted, full of rage, 
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threatening in the word "You are slain!" and flung it at Indra (the ruler of the gods), roaring 
like a lion (the king of beasts).(30) Hari (Indra) cut it with (his) arrows into a thousand pieces 
(even) as it flew towards him through the air with great speed. Full of anger, the ruler of the 
gods (then) struck him (Namuci) with his thunderbolt in the neck, aiming to chop off the latter's 
head.(31) The powerful thunderbolt which was hurled with (great) force by Indra (the king of 
the gods) did not as a matter of fact pierce even the skin of Namuci. This was most wonderful 
that the weapon which smashed the mighty Vrtra was baffled by the skin on Namuci's 
neck.(32) Indra (now) got afraid of that enemy (Namuci) from whom the thunderbolt had been 
repelled. (He said to himself,) "through a conspiracy of Fate what has this happened, that has 
bewildered the world? " (33) By means of this (very) thunderbolt, in old days, | clipped the 
wings of mountains, that flew with (those) wings and settled down on earth on account of their 
(huge) weight, thus conducing to the destruction of created beings.(34) (Nay,) by this was 
rent asunder (the demon) Vrtra, the vigorous austerity (personified) of Twasta (a lord of 
created beings), and others too, who were endowed with (extraordinary) strength and whose 
skin could not (even) be scratched with all the missiles.(35) (When) hurled by me at this puny 
Asura, the same thunderbolt has been rendered ineffectual! A (mere) staff, | shall no more 
handle it; though embodying the (spiritual) energy of a Brahmana (the sage Dadhici), it is 
unavailing (now)."(36) To Sakra, who was thus sorrowing, an incorporeal voice said, “This 
demon can be killed neither with dry nor with wet things, since a boon has been conferred 
on him by Me to the effect that death will surely not come to him through any wet or dry 
substance. Hence any other contrivance should be thought of by you for (the death of ) this 
enemy, O Maghava (Indra) ! (37-38) Hearing that ethereal voice, Indra fully composed his 
mind and contemplated; and presently he discovered a means in the shape of foam (of the 
sea), which combined both (the aforesaid) attributes and could not therefore be called 
exclusively dry or wet). (39) With that foam, which was neither dry nor wet, he severed the 
head of Namuci; (and) hosts of sages glorified him and showered flowers on the mighty 
Indra. (40) Vigswavasu and Paravasu, the chief among the Gandharvas (heavenly musi- 
cians), sang songs, the celestial drums sounded and (heavenly) dancing girls danced with 
joy. (41) Similarly other gods too, headed by Vayu (the wind-god), Agni (the god of fire) and 
Varuna (the god of water), destroyed their rivals with volleys of missiles just as lions would 
kill deer.(42) Perceiving the extermination of the Danavas, the celestial sage Narada was 
sent by Brahma (the creator) to the gods, O protector of men, and he remonstrated with the 
gods (in the following words).(43) 
ARG Jara 
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Narada said: Nectar has been secured by you by resorting to the arms of Lord Narayana 
and (besides) all (of You) have been blessed by Goddess Sri (His divine Spouse). 
(Therefore,) cease you (now) from hostilities.(44) 
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Sri Suka continued: Accepting the advice of the sage (Narada), the gods gave up anger 
as well as the zeal for fighting; and being glorified by their attendants, all returned to 
heaven.(45) Those who survived in that conflict took with the concurrence of Narada the 
lifeless (body of their leader) Bali and made for the western hill (the mountain where the sun 
is believed to set). (46) There USana (Sukracarya, the preceptor of the demons) restored to 
life, by his (secret) science of reviving the dead, those whose limbs were intact and whose 
neck was (still) whole. (47) Bali too had his senses of perception and consciousness restored 
the moment he was touched by the sage USana. Though vanquished (in battle), he did not 
feel sorry, fully conversant as he was with the truth relating to the world (viz., that victory and 
defeat etc., depended on one's good or evil destiny). (48) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse, forming part of the story relating to 
the war between the gods and the demons, in Book Eight of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka (son of Badarayana) resumed: Having heard that, enchanting the Danavas 
by assuming the form of a (bewitching) damsel, Sri Hari had given nectar to drink to the hosts 
of heaven, Lord Siva (who bears the device of a bull on His ensign and) who dwells on Mount 
Kailasa, mounted. His bull along with His divine consort (Goddess Parvati) and, 
surrounded (accompanied) by all the multitudes of evil spirits (forming His retinue), went to 
the region (Vaikuntha) where Lord Visnu (the Destroyer of the demon Madhu) has His 
(permanent) abode, in order to see Him. (1-2) Received by the Lord (Visnu) with (due) 


reverence along with Uma (Goddess Parvati) and comfortably seated, the aforesaid Lord 
Siva (the Source of the universe) smilingly spoke to Sri Hari as follows, paying homage to 


Him in return. (3) 
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Sri Mahadeva (the great god) prayed: O god of gods, O Lord pervading and 
constituting the universe, O Ruler of the universe! You are the Cause as well as the Controller 
of all substances, the (universal) Spirit. (4) You are that Brahma which is all truth and all 
consciousness; from which are traceable the beginning (appearance) and end (dissolution) 
as well as what they call the middle (life) of this (objective) universe, and (yet) to which— 
unchangeable as it is—(all) these (states) cannot be attributed; (nay,) which constitutes this 
(the visible universe) as well as the ego (the subject), that which lies outside (is enjoyed with 
the senses) as well as the other (the enjoyer). (5) Sages seeking blessedness and devoid 
of all (other) aspirations duly worship Your lotus-feet alone, giving up attachment to both (this 
and the other world). (6) You are the all-perfect, immortal, attributeless and immutable 
Brahma ( Infinite), which is not only devoid of sorrow butis also of the nature of absolute bliss, 
and which, though without a second, is (yet) distinct (from everything else). You are (at the 
same time) the Cause of the appearance, continuance and dissolution of the universe, and 
the Ruler of all Jivas (embodied souls)—sought after by them (all), though seeking nothing 
(Yourself). (7) You alone are both cause and effect and neither of the two (being the ultimate 
cause of both). Gold moulded (into the shape of an ornament) and unmoulded (too) is gold 
(alone); there is no difference of substance between the two. Itis through ignorance (of Your 
essential nature) that diversity has been attributed to You by men. For, diversity in You, who 
are free from (all) adjuncts, is due (only) to (Your association with) the (three) Gunas (modes 
of Prakrti). (8) Some (viz., the Vedantis) know You to be Brahma (the Absolute); while others 
(the Mimarsakas) recognize You as Dharma (virtue). Some (viz., the followers of the 
Sankhya school of philosophy) regard You, the supreme Lord, as transcending both Prakrti 
(matter) and Purusa (spirit); while others (the followers of the Paficaratra school of the 
Vaisnavas) know You to be the Supreme endowed with the nine divine potencies (viz., 
Vimala, Utkarsini, Jfiana, Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, Satya, Isana and Anugraha) and (still) others 
(viz., the followers of the Yoga system of philosophy) recognize You to be the foremost 
Purusa, changeless and independent. (9) Neither | (Siva) nor Brahma (whose life extends 
to a couple of Parardhas or 31, 10, 40, 00, 00, 00, 000 human years) nor indeed sages 
headed by Marici (one of the mind-born sons of Brahma)—who are (all) creations of Sattva, 
(yet) whose understanding is obscured by Your Maya— are able to know (the true nature of) 
the universe created by You (much less Your own essential nature), O Lord! How, then, can 
the demons, human beings and others—who are ever engaged in activities of a Rajasika or 
Tamasika character—knowit ? (10) As such You, who are consciousness (itself), know Your 
own activity as well as that of (all) created beings, the appearance, continuance and 
dissolution of this universe, the bondage of mundane existence and release from it. (Nay, 
even) as the air pervades the multitudes of mobile and immobile beings as well as the sky, 
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so do You pervade the whole universe, You being its very Soul. (11) Your descents (in the 
world of matter) when You carried on (Your) sport with the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) 
have been seen by me. As such | long to behold that (bewitching) form of a damsel which 
was assumed by You (the other day). (12) Eager to behold that form by which the Daityas 
were greatly enchanted and the gods given nectar to drink, we have come (to You); for great 
is our curiosity (with regard to that). (13) 
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Sri Suka continued: Thus entreated by Rudra (the Wielder of a trident), Lord Visnu 
heartily laughed a laugh which was pregnant with meaning and replied (as follows ) to Lord 
Siva (who has His abode on Mount Kailasa). (14) 
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The Lord said: The jar of nectar having disappeared (passed into the hands of the 
Daityas), the form of a (bewitching) damsel was assumed by me—for (exciting) wonder in 
the minds of the Daityas— having regard to the interests of the (outraged) gods (which could 
best be served in that way alone, woman being the most effective and appropriate means 
of infatuating and beguiling the treacherous and greedy Daityas, who had wrested the jar of 
nectar from the hands of Dhanvantari and thus deprived the fair-minded gods of their rightful 
share). (15) To You, O chief of the gods, who are eager to behold it, | shall (presently) reveal 
that form, which excites passion (in the hearts of males) and (as such) is (so) valuable in the 
eyes of libidinous souls.(16) 
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Sri Suka went on: Saying thus, the Lord vanishedon that very spot; while Lord Siva (the 
Source of the universe) waited (there) with Goddess Uma, casting (His) look all round.(17) 
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Presently, in a garden (before Him) full of trees rich in blossoms of various kinds and rosy 
leaves, He beheld a most beautiful damsel with a girdle lying about her hips, that were 
wrapped with a brilliant piece of linen, delightfully sporting with the movements of a ball.(18) 
She was so delicate that at every step she was getting broken as it were at the waist by the 
heavy weight of her (full) breasts, shaken by her bending and rising (with the downward and 
upward movements of the bounding ball), as well as of her exquisite (and solid) necklaces, 
and was taking her nimble feet—tender as young leaves—to and fro.(19) The pupils of her 
big and restless eyes looked very much agitated due to the unsteadiness of the ball, which 
was moving in every direction, and her countenance made lovelier by cheeks resplendent 
with a pair of ear-rings shining in her ears, as well as by dark tresses. (20) Tightening her 
loosening garment and disturbed braid with her lovely left hand and striking the ball with the 
other, she was enchanting the world by her own Maya (ravishing power). (21) Looking 
intently at her, the divinity was seduced by her glances flung at Him with a covert smile 
induced by slight bashfulness because of her playing with the ball as aforesaid. His mind 
being overpowered by His gazing at her and being gazed on by her in return, He lost (all) 
consciousness of Himself, of (His Consort ) Uma standing close by as well as of His own 
attendants. (22) When, in the meanwhile, the ball escaped from her fingers to along distance, 
lo | the wind blew off the fine texture (wrapped about her loins) girdle and all, (even) as she 
ran after the ball, while the god Siva (the Source of the universe) stood looking on. (23) 
Beholding that fair-eyed and soul-ravishing girl, (so) beautiful to look at, in such a condition, 
Lord Bhava actually gave His heart to her, who gazing at Him with sidelong glances (and 
thus appeared to be enamoured of Him). (24) Deprived by her of His good sense and 
overpowered with love evoked by her, He sought her presence unabashed even while 
Goddess Parvati (His own divine Spouse) stood looking on.(25) 


MT qr fam ais sau Aetamt gag gar Arata 126! 
wears Wa Ta: wyfedesa: arr a ast ata: ara gam: 1261 
astra [eared Rami carers sort seat oft 2c! 
aay want after aft aerigaea: weds = fasetvifarteet 121 
ae «= arafaeae )=—- ea Seas geste orn eafafaftar i301 
wart vedi sat faeingredo: i seme aa afta fata: 1321 
TATA aserasrentea: | Bot qeaaewa asa aaa: 1321 
a Tate «wee NeeR: aM Sere fas award 133! 
aha ORCAS a Ow ODN died ow: 18x! 
wa ae Pisces tani sted FIs daada Fene134! 
RMT «AeA Wale: | shader A WA ae BRAT IBE! 
ea 21 area weit faa ai dred apse 
The girl, stripped as she was of her cloth, felt much ashamed when she beheld Siva 
drawing near. Hiding behind the trees, she kept laughing, but did not tarry (anywhere). (26) 
The almighty Siva, whose mind had been stolen (by that girl) and who was swayed by 
passion, followed her (even) as the leader of a herd of elephants would follow a she- 
elephant.(27) Pursuing the damsel with great speed and seizing her by braid, He brought her 
close to Him and folded her in His arms (even) though she was unwilling. (28) Hugged by 
the Lord (even) as a she-elephant is covered by an elephant, she wriggled on this side and 
that (in order to escape from His grip), her hair getting dishevelled (in that attempt). (29) 
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(Eventually) extricating herself from the embrace of Lord Siva (the foremost of the gods), O 
dear one, the said girl, who was no other than Maya (the deluding potency) conjured up by 
the Lord, ran away, even though she had large hips.(30) As though completely overpowered 
by Love, His enemy, the aforesaid Rudra followed the steps of Lord Visnu of wonderful deeds 
in that form. (31) Even as He pursued her, as the ruttish leader of a herd of elephants would 
run after a she-elephant desiring copulation, the seed of Lord Siva, possessed as He was 
of unfailing procreative energy, escaped. (32) The spots on earth where dropped the seed 
of that great soulcame to be fields of silver and gold, O ruler of the globe! (33) (In the course 
of His pursuit of that girl) Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) was (found) present (near 
her) on the margin of rivers and lakes, on hill-tops, in forests and groves and wherever (else) 
sages dwelt*. (34) The seed having escaped, He perceived Himself befooled by the Lord's 
Maya, O jewel among kings,and (now) completely recovered from infatuation. (35) Having 
forthwith realized the glory of Lord Visnu, the Soul of the universe, (nay,) His very Self, whose 
power cannot be fully known, He did not consider the event (of His being befooled by the 
Lord's Maya) as actually wonderful in any way. (36) Lord Visnu (the Destroyer of the demon 
Madhu) was supremely delighted to find Lord Siva unperturbed and unabashed and, 
resuming His (original) masculine form, spoke (as follows). (37) 
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The glorious Lord said: | am glad, O jewel among the gods, that You have by Yourself 
regained Your (unruffled) natural state even though, O dear one, You were easily duped by 
My Maya (deluding potency). (38) Indeed what male, other than You, can, when (once) 
caught in it, overcome My Maya, which creates various objects (of attraction) and cannot be 
easily got over by those who have not been able to control their mind. (39) This aforesaid 
Maya, consisting of the three Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), which gets united with Me— 
appearing in the form of the Time-Spirit—in time (at the time of creation, preservation and 
dissolution of the universe) by parts (in the form of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas respectively) 
shall no longer overpower You. (40) 
AYR FATT 
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Sri Suka continued: Thus kindly treated (embraced) by Lord Visnu (bearing the mark 
of Srivatsa—in the shape of white curly hair—on His bosom), O king, and asking His leave 


and walking round Him (as a mark of respect), Lord Siva, accompanied by His retinue, 
returned to His own abode (Kailasa). (41) Presently, in the midst of the foremost of seers, 


* By visiting in the form of that bewitching girl the hermitages of saints and sages while being pursued by Lord Siva, 
Lord Visnu indirectly showed to the sages how difficult it is to conquer the charms of a woman, which even Sankara, the 
crown-jewel of Yogis, failed to resist, much less others, who are an easy prey to lust. 
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who stood glorifying Him, Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) lovingly spoke to His 
Spouse (as follows) about the aforesaid Maya, the (divine) energy of Lord Visnu (His own 
self).(42) "Did you behold with your own eyes the deluding potency of Lord Visnu (the 
birthless One), the highest Person, the supreme Deity, under whose influence (even) I, the 
foremost of His rays, helplessly fell a prey to delusion! What wonder, then, that others, who 
are not masters of their self, should do so. (43) He is actually the same eternal Person about 
whom you inquired, approaching me when | had just ceased from deep meditation at the end 
of a thousand (celestial) years, (nay,) whom Time cannot set bounds to nor can the Veda 
comprehend.(44) 
SYS Fara 
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Sri Suka went on: In this way has been narrated to you, O dear one, the story of the 
exploits of Lord Visnu (the Wielder of the Sarnga bow), by whom (in the form of the divine 
Tortoise) was supported on His back the huge mountain (called Mandara) during the 
churning of the ocean (of milk). (45) The exertion of a man reciting or listening to this story 
again and again never goes in vain anywhere. For, a narration of the virtues of Lord Visnu, 
enjoying excellent renown, relieves the entire fatigue of birth and death. (46) | bow to Him 
who grants the wishes of those that approach Him for shelter and who, having assumed by 
His illusive power the form of a (bewitching) damsel and deluding the demons( the enemies 
of the gods), gave nectar, churned out of the ocean (of milk), to drink to the foremost of the 
gods, that had sought refuge in His feet—inaccessible to the vile and attainable through 
devotion (alone). (47) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled "The Infatuation of Lord Sankara" in Book 
Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa- Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again: The seventh, the present Manu is a son of Vivaswan (the sun- 
god), who is known by the name of Sraddhadeva. (Now) hear from me (the names) of his 
sons.(1) They are Ikswaku and Nabhaga, Dhrsta and Saryati, Narisyanta and Nabhaga; and 
the seventh is called Dista. (2) Add to them KarUsa and Prsadhra and the tenth is 
remembered by the name of Vasuman.These are the ten sons of the Vaivaswata Manu, O 
tormentor of foes! (3) The (twelve) Adityas (the sons of Aditi, the gods successively presiding 
over the sun month after month), the (eight) Vasus, the (eleven) Rudras, the (ten) 
Viswedevas, the (forty-nine) eae (wind- gods), the two ASwins (the twin physicians of the 
gods) and the (three) Rbhus are the (seven orders of) gods (in office), O Pariksit, Purandara 
being (the name of) their Indra (ruler). (4) KaSyapa, Atriand Vasistha, Viswamitra, Gautama, 
Jamadagni and Bharadwaja are recognized as the seven (principal) seers. (5) In this (the 
present) Manvantara too the descent of the Lord took place from the sage Kasgyapa (a lord 
of the created beings)and (his spouse) Aditi. The youngest of the Adityas, who assumed the 
form of a dwarf, is Lord Visnu ( Himself). (6) Thus (the first) seven Manvantaras have been 
briefly described by me to you. | shall presently tell you of the coming (seven) as well, whith 
are (likewise) connected with the descents of the Lord.(7) 
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Now, there were two wives of Vivaswan, both daughters of Viswakarma (the architect 
of heaven), Samjfia and Chaya (by name), O king of kings, that have already* been spoken 
of (by me) to you. (8) Some refer to Vadava as the third.t Of these (three), Yama (the god 
of retribution), Yami (sister of Yama, the deity presiding over the river Yamuna and marriedt¢ 
by Lord SriKrsna) and Sraddhadeva are the three progeny of Sarnjfia. Also hear (the names) 
of the sons of Chaya. (9) They are Savarni (a future Manu) and a daughter, Tapati (by name), 
who became the wife of Sarhvarana and Sanaiscara (the deity presiding over the planet of 


the same name, now known as Saturn) came to be the third; while the two Aswins are the 
sons of Vadava. (10) When the eighth Manvantara will have commenced Savarni will 


* Vide VI. Vi. 40-41. 

+ According to Suka, however, it was Sarnjfia herself who took the form of a Vadava (mare) and gave birth to the two 
Aswins—vide VI. vi.40. 

¢ Vide. X. 58. 17—23, 29. 
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become the Manu (in relation to that Manvantara); and Nirmoka, Virajaska and others will 
be the sons of Savarni, O protector of human beings! (11) In that (the eighth) Manvantara, 
the Sutapas, (the Virajas and the Amrtaprabhas will be the (three orders of) gods (in office); 
and the demon Bali, the son of Virocana (Prahrada's son) will be their Indra (ruler).(12) 
Having (already) gifted (in the current Manvantara the whole of) this earth to Lord Visnu (in 
the form of the divine Dwarf) when the latter asked for land measuring (not more than) three 
paces, and relinquishing the office of Indra (which will be) attained by him (through the grace 
of the Lord in the next Manvantara), he will then achieve perfection (in the form of final 
beatitude). (13) He is the same Bali who was (first) bound by the Lord as a token of pleasures 
and then installed in (the subterranean region of) Sutala, which is (even) richer than heaven, 
and where he continues to this day like (another) Indra.* (14)Galava, Diptiman, Rama 
(Parasurama), ASwatthama (the son of Dronacarya, a preceptor of the Kauravas), Krpacarya 
(another preceptor of the Kauravas), Rsyasrnga (who officiated at the sacrifice performed 
by Emperor DaSaratha for obtaining progeny) and our father, the divine Vedavyasa (who has 
his abode in a grove of jujube trees)—these will be the seven seers in that (the eighth) 
Manvantara by virtue of their Yogic attainments. At present they are (all) living each in his 
own hermitage. (15-16) Sprung from the loins of Devaguhya through Saraswati, the Lord will 
be known as Sarvabhauma. Wresting the throne (of heaven) from Purandara (the present 
Indra), the all-powerful Lord will bestow it on Bali. (17) 
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Daksasavarni, son of Varuna (the god of water) will be the ninth Manu. Bhutaketu, 
Diptaketu and others will be his sons, O protector of human beings.(18) The Paras, the 
Maricigarbhas and so on will be the (orders of) gods and Adbhuta has been declared to be 
their Indra (ruler). Again, Dyutiman and otherst will bethe (seven) seers in that Manvantara.(19) 
Sprung from (the loins of) Ayusman through Ambudhara, an emanation of the Lord will 
appear under the name of Rsabha. (And) Adbhuta will rule over the three worlds conquered 
(on his behalf) by (the said) Rsabha. (20) 
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The great Brahmasavarni, son of Upasloka, will be the tenth Manu. Bhirisena and others 
willbe his sons and Havisman and so on will be the (seven) Brahmana sages. (21) Havisman, 
Sukrti, Satya, Jaya and Murti will be (the names of some of) the Brahmana sages in that 
Manvantara. The Suvasanas and the Viruddhas will be the (orders of) gods (in office) and 
Sambhu will be the Indra (the ruler of the gods). (22) Born with a part of His divine essence 
in the house of Viswasrk through VisUci under the name of Viswaksena, the almighty Lord 

will actually make friends with Sambhu (the then Indra). (23) 


wad 06 aierafefteresr «= Sea APTA Mea aT 121 
fea: arrm Palo: a: | saz APTA TASS: 1241 
* Areterence to the story of Bali's overthrow, told atlengthin Discourses XIX to XXIII below, will show that the Lord divested 
Bali of his sovereignty of the three worlds only in order to shower His grace on him. 


+ According to the Harivarnsa, Savana, Dyutiman, Harvya, Vasu, Medhatithi, Jyotisman and Satya are the names of the 
seven seers holding office in the ninth Manvantara. 
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The high-minded Dharmasavarni will be the eleventh Manu; while Satyadharma ar 
others are going to be his ten sons.(24) the Vihangamas, the Kamagamas and tt 
Nirvanarucis are going to be the (orders of) gods (in office) and Vaidhrta will be their Indi 
(ruler); while Aruna and others * will be the seers.(25) A part manifestation of Sri Hari, bo! 
of Vaidhrta through Aryaka, and known by the name of Dharmasetu, will maintain the thre 
worlds. (26) 
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Rudrasavarni, O king, will be the twelfth Manu; and Devavan, Upadeva, Devaéresth 
and others will be his sons. (27) Again, Rtadhama will be (the name of) the Indra and th 
Haritas and so on will be the (orders of) gods. And Tapomarti, Tapaswi, Agnidhraka an 


others will be the (seven) seers. (28) The almighty son of Satyasaha and Sunrta, Swadham 
by name, a part manifestation of Sri Hari, will protect that Manvantara. (29) 
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The high-souled Devasavarni will be the thirteenth Manu; (and) Citrasena, Vicitra an 
others will be the sons of Devasavarni. (30) The (orders of) gods bearing the names 
Sukarmas and Sutramas will remain in office, while Diwaspati will hold the office of Indrz 
(Even so) Nirmoka, Tattvadarsa, and so on will be the (seven) Rsis t in that Manvantara.(31 
A part manifestation of Sri Hari, Yogeswara (by name), will be born of Brhati as the son c 
Devahotra and will (prove to) be the benefactor of Indra (the ruler of heaven).(32) 
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Indeed Indrasavarni will come to be the fourteenth Manu; while Uru,Gambhirabuddt 
and so on will be the sons of Indrasavarni. (33) The Pavitras and the Caksusas will be thi 
(orders of) gods and Suci will be (the name of) the Indra. (Even so) Agnibahu, Suci, Suddha 
Magadha and so on will be the (seven) ascetics (sagest¢ in office). (34) Born as the son c 
Satrayana, Brhadbhanu (by name), through Vitana, O great king, Sri Hari will propagate th: 
rituals.(35) 
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Oking, these fourteen Manvantaras—covering the past, present and future—have beer 


* The HarivarhSa mentions the following as the seven Rsis holding office in the eleventh Manvantara: Havismar 
Vapusman, Aruna, Anagha, Urudhi, NiScara and Agniteja. 


t Nirmoka, Tattvadarsi, Niskampa, Nirutsuka, Dhrtiman, Avyaya and Sutapa are the names of the seven Rsis of tt 
thirteenth Manvantara according to the HarivarnSa. 


#The seven seers in the fourteenth Manvantara, according to the Harivarhga, are: Agnidhra, Magadha, Agnibahu, Suc 
Mukta, Suddha and Ajjta. 
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described to you. Itis by these thata Kalpa—consisting of a thousand revolutions of the (four) 
Yugas (Satya, Treta, Dwapara and Kali)-is measured. (36) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse entitled "A description of the 
(concluding eight) Manvantaras", in Book Eight of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : (Pray,) tell me this, O worshipful one, as to how and 
which of these, Manu and others, are employed in what work and by whom in the (various) 


Manvantaras. (1) f 
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The sage Suka replied : The Manus and the sons of a Manu, the sages and the Indras, 
as well as the (diverse) orders of gods, O ruler of the earth, are all under the (direct) command 
of the supreme Person (in the form of His part manifestations in each Manvantara). (2) 
Whatever forms (part manifestations) of the supreme Person, Lord Yajfia and so on, have 
been mentioned (by me before), O protector of men—directed by these, the Manu and others 
carry on the administration of the universe. (3) At the end of (each round of ) the four Yugas, 
the seers by virtue of their asceticism discover as they are (and teach) the collections of the 
Vedic texts, swallowed by Time, with (the help of) which (the truth of) the eternal religion is 
perceived. (4) Instructed by Sri Hari (dwelling in their heart) and (fully) alert (in their mind), 


the*Manus then directly propagate on the earth in their own time piety with (all) its four limbs 
(asceticism, purity of mind and body, compassion and truth), O protector of human beings! (5) 
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The protectors of created beings (viz., the sons of a Manu along with their descendants from 
generation to generation) protect religion (as well as the earth) till the end (of a Manvantara) 
by parts (each generation carrying on the work of protection for a part of the Manvantara 
alone). And the gods along with those (others, viz., the Rsis, the Pitr$,*human beings and 
other living beings) that are connected with the Performance of (the five great) sacrifices 
enjoy a share in the sacrificial offerings (and thus they too protect religion). (6) Enjoying the 
limitless wealth of (all) the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region), 
conferred (or him) by the Lord, Indra protects those three worlds and sends down profuse 
showers in the world according to his will.(7) Nay, assuming the form of Siddhas (perfect 
beings like the sage Sanaka andhis three brothers—Sanandana, Sanatana and Sanatkumara) 
Sri Hari imparts wisdom in every Yuga; taking the form of Rsis (seers like the sage 
Yajnavalkya) He preaches (the cult of) rituals and, appearing in the form of Masters of Yoga 
(like Dattatreya) it is He who teaches (the methods of) Yoga (to the world). (8) (Appearing) 
in the form of lords of created beings (like the sage Marici), He carries on creation; taking the 
form of an independent ruler, He destroys robbers; (and) assuming diverse characteristics 
(such as heat and cold) in the form of Time, itis He who makes for the disappearance of all.(9) 
Though depicted (diversely) by these (so-called learned) people— whose understanding is 
(as a matter of fact) deluded by Maya, consisting of (so many) names and forms— through 
different systems of philosophy, the Lord is (actually) not perceived (by them). (10) 
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The aforesaid has been precisely declared to be the duration of a minor Kalpa (covering 
a day of Brahma and) forming part of a Mahakalpa (covering the whole lifetime of Brahma). 
In this Kalpa, those well-versed in the ancient lore say, are comprised fourteen 
Manvantaras.(11) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse in Book Eight of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Conquest of heaven by Bali 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted: (Himself) being the almighty Lord, wherefore did Sri 
Hari ask, like a miserable person, three paces of land of the demon Bali? (And) why did 
He bind him even though He had attained the object sought for (by Him)? (1) This we desire 
to know (from you); for the very fact that the Lord of sacrifices, who is perfect (in Himself), 
should have asked something of Bali and then bound the innocent demonisa great wonder 
to us. (2) 
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Sri Suka replied: Since Bali, who had been worsted (in battle) and (thus) divested of (his 
royal) splendour (nay,) even deprived of (his) life by Indra, O Pariksit, was brought back to 
life by the Bhrgus (Sukracarya and other descendants of the sage Bhrgu), that high-souled 
demon, their disciple, served the Bhrgus with all his being by offering (them) all that they 
desired. (3) Having consecrated him with a grand ablution (appropriate to Indra) conducted 
with due ceremony (as laid down in the Bahvrca Brahmana of the Rgveda), those Brahmanas 
of the Bhrgu race, (who were all) possessed of extraordinary power and favourably disposed 
(towards their disciple), helped him propitiate the Lord by means of a Viswajit sacrifice (in the 
course of which one is required to give away all one's possessions), anxious as he was to 
conquer (the dominion of) heaven. (4) Thereupon arose from the fire, worshipped by means 
of sacrificial offerings, a chariot covered all over with plates of gold as well as horses of the 
same colour as those of Indra (viz.,green) and an ensign adorned with the emblem of a lion, 
also an ethereal bow plated with gold, a pair of quivers containing an inexhaustible stock of 
arrows and an ethereal coat of mail (too). Again, his grandfather (Prahrada) gave him a 
wreath of never-fading flowers and Sukra (his preceptor), a conch.(5-6) Thus equipped with 
the necessaries of war procured (for him) by the Brahmanas (the Bhrgus) and having the 
(necessary) auspicious rites performed (for him) by them, Bali forthwith went round the 
Brahmanas keeping them (always) to his right (as a mark of respect); and, having bowed low 
to them, he asked leave of Prahrada and saluted him. (7) Presently mounting the ethereal 
chariot bestowed (on him through the sacrifice) by the Bhrgus, Bali (the great car-warrior) 
wore the excellent garland (offered to him by Prahrada); and putting on the armour, he then 
armed himself with a bow and sword and (further) equipped himself with a quiver.(8) Mounted 
onthe chariot with His arms resplendent with gold armlets, and adorned with radiant alligator- 
shaped ear-rings, he shone like a fire burning in the sacrificial pit.(9) Surrounded by his own 
retinue in the person of Daitya generals— generals who were equal to himin wealth, strength 
and splendour and were drinking in the sky and burning the quarters as it were with their 
eyes—and leading a huge army of the Asuras, the powerful Bali marched against the most 
prosperous capital of Indra (in heaven), shaking as it were earth and heaven (both). (10-11) 
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The city looked charming with (its) splendid orchards and gardens, such as Nandana, 
crowded with warbling pairs of birds and black bees humming in intoxication, and full of 
celestial trees whose boughs were overloaded with leaves, fruits and flowers. (In those 
gardens) there were (anumber of) lotus ponds—abounding with swans, cranes, Cakrawakas 
(ruddy geese) and Karandavas (ducks)—in which sport celestial women accompanied by 
gods. (12-13) It is hemmed in by the worshipful heavenly Ganga (Mandakini) by way of a 
moat, as well as by a high fortification wall of gold furnished with watch-towers (here and 
there).(14) Built by Viswakarma (the architect of heaven), it is provided with entrances (of 
houses) whose doors are plated with gold, and with city gates made of crystal, and has its 
roads well-arranged. (15) It is rich in public halls, quadrangles and streets and is full of 
numberless mansions as well as of cross roads paved with gems and containing platforms 
of diamonds and corals at the centre. (16) Lovely women of everlasting youth and unfading 
beauty, clad in spotless raiment and decked with jewels, shine there as fires with flames. (17) 
Through every pathway in that city blow breezes wafting the fragrance of fresh wreaths of 
white water-lilies dropped from the locks of celestial ladies. (18) Celestial nymphs there walk 
through paths covered with yellowish fume escaping through air-holes of gold and bearing 
the fragrance of (burning) aloe-wood. (19) It is shaded (here and there) with canopies of 
pearls, flags with staffs of gems and gold and balconies with smaller flags of various colours 
fixed in them; is resonant with the noise of peacocks, pigeons and black bees and wears a 
gala appearance due to the sweet songs of celestial ladies. (20) (Nay,) it delights the mind 
of the people by the sound of clay tomtoms, conchs, drums and kettledrums: by(the musical 
sound of) lutes, wooden tomtoms, Rstis (another musical instrument) and flutes accompa- 
nied with (that of) cymbals, as well as by dances and the songs to the accompaniment of 
musical instruments of demigods (Gandharvas and others); and outshines the deity 
presiding over splendour by its brilliance. (21) Those who are extremely unrighteous, wicked, 
fraudulent, proud, lustful and greedy and are enemies of created beings cannot enter it: 
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(only) those who are free from these defects find access to it.(22) Bali, the (supreme) 
commander of his forces, besieged the aforesaid city of the gods onall sides by his army from 
without and blew his sonorous conch given (to him) by his preceptor (Sukra), infusing fear 
into the ladies (of the household) of Indra. (23) 
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Perceiving it to be the supreme effort of Bali; Maghavan (Indra), accompanied by all the 

heavenly hosts, approached the sage Brhaspati (his preceptor) and spoke as follows:— (24) 
“The undertaking of Bali, our old enemy, is great, O worshipful one ! (To tell you the truth,) 
| account him irresistible; by what power has he become so strong? (25) (In fact,) none is able 
on any account whatsoever to beat him back. As though drinking in this (universe) with his 
mouth and licking the ten directions (with his tongue) and burning the (four) quarters with his 
(fire-shot) eyes, he has sprung (upon us) like the fire of final dissolution.(26) (Pray,) point out 
(to me) the cause of such formidableness of my foe, from which have proceeded the strength 
of his organs, mind and body as well as his glory, whence this thorough effort (on his part) 
has been possible. (27) 
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The preceptor (the sage Brhaspati) replied: | know, O Indra, the cause of the rise of 
yonder enemy of yours. (Surely) by the Bhrgus (Sukracarya and the other scions of the sage 
Bhrgu), who are (all) exponents of the Vedas, (their own spiritual) energy has been infused 
into their disciple (in return for his having surrendered his all to the Bhrgus). (28) Barring (of 
course) the almighty Sri Hari, none like younor even you can stand before him any more than 
created beings can stand before Death.(29) Therefore, quitting heaven, go you all out of 


sight, awaiting a (favourable) time which may bring a reverse (of fortune) for your enemy. (30) 
Rising more and more by the (spiritual) strength of the Brahmanas, he is at the height of 


Dis. 16 ] BOOK EIGHT 799 
LBREHERAMRAH CHK SELLA ASEH RARER AR RH RAI ROR Sas io inicin teins arte sieieieanieie tedtek 
EERE EERE 


power today. By insulting those very Brahmanas (the Bhrgus) he will perish with (all) his 
wealth and so on.(31) Having thus been offered a wise counsel about their (course of) 
conduct by the preceptor (the sage Brhaspati), who could foresee things in their reality, the 
said gods went out of paradise, capable as they were of assuming any shape at will. (32) The 
gods having disappeared, Bali, the son of Virocana, forthwith occupied the city of Amaravati 
(the city of the gods) and brought under subjection all the three worlds (heaven, earth and 
the intermediate region). (33) Full of affection for their disciples, the Bhrgus got their 
aforesaid disciple (Bali), who had (now) conquered the universe and was (fully) devoted to 
them, to propitiate the Lord by means of a hundred horse-sacrifices (in order to stabilize his 
dominion). (34) Diffusing virtue of those sacrifices in (all) the quarters (even beyond the three 
worlds) his renown, already well-known all over the three worlds, Bali now shone like the 
moon (the lord of the stars). (35) And, considering himself as having accomplished all his 
objects as it were, the high-minded Bali enjoyed the overflowing wealth (most prosperous 
kingdom) bestowed on him by the Brahmanas (the adored among the twice-born). (36) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse, in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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Sri Suka resumed: On her sons having disappeared and onthe (sphere of) heaven 
having been taken possession of by the Daityas (the sons of Diti), Aditi, the mother of the 
gods, now felt much distressed like a helpless woman.(1) Having risen from Samadhi 
(abstract meditation) after a long time,the glorious sage Kasyapa (her husband) visited her 
hermitage, which was cheerless and bereft of joy. (2)Suitably welcomed (by his wife, 
according to place and occasion) and having accepted a seat (offered by her), he spoke as 
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follows to his wife (Aditi), who wore a melancholy aspect, O jewel among the Kurus! (3) | hope 
no harm has come to the Brahmanas in the world at present, O good lady, nor to (the cause 
of) righteousness nor (again) to the people, who (have to) follow the whims of Death.(4) Or 
is there any hindrance, O mistress of the house, in the pursuit of piety, wealth or enjoyment, 
(experienced) in the life of a householder, where God-Realization can be attained (through 
the mere disinterested discharge of one's sacred duties) even by those who fail to practise 
Yoga, (contemplation on God)? (5) Or did strangers, having unexpectedly called at your door 
onany occasion, return fromyour house unhonoured by you even with (the courtesy of) rising 
from your seat, while you remained engrossed in the duties and cares of your family? (6) 
These houses are undoubtedly no better than the den of a leader of jackals if newcomers 
calling at their door go away unentertained even with water.(7) May be the sacred fires were 
not fed with oblations at the proper time on some occasion, O good lady, by you, perturbed 
as you were in mind, O blessed one, due to my being away from home. (8) The Brahmana 
and the (sacred) fire, by whose worship a householder attains to worlds that yield all one's 
desired objects, actually represent the mouth of Lord Visnu, the Soul of all the gods. (9) Are 
all your sons faring well, O proud lady ? From outward signs (your facial expression etc.) | 
perceive your mind not at ease. (10) 
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Aditi replied: All is well with the twice-born (the Brahmanas) and the cows, O holy sage; 
and so is virtue prospering, as well as this servant of yours. (And) this house (the life of a 
householder), O master of the house, is the best field for (the culture of all) the three objects 
of human pursuit—viz., religious merit, worldly possessions and gratification of the senses 
(and everything regarding them is going on smoothly). (11) The sacred fires, strangers, 
servants, beggars and whoever else expect anything (from us) have (all) been (properly) fed 
by me. (In fact,) nothing is (found) lacking by virtue of my incessant thought of your worshipful 
self, O holy Brahmana! (12) Indeed what desire of my mind, O holy one, would not be fulfilled, 
to whom you, O lord of created beings, teach my duties in this way ? (13) (All) these created 
beings, (mainly) partaking as they do of Sattva (goodness), Rajas (passion) and Tamas 
(ignorance), are born of your mind and body alone, O son of the sage Marici! (Although) you 
are alike to them, the Asuras and others, yet (even) the supreme Lord is (particularly) 
attached to His devotees (alone). (14) Therefore, O lord of holy vows, (pray,) consider what 
is good to me, your servant. (Kindly) protect us, whose wealth has been usurped and whose 
abode has been taken possession of by the enemy, O my master ! (15) Having been exiled 
by the foes, |, Aditi, am plunged in an ocean of misery. My fortune, splendour, glory and abode 
have (all) been usurped by the mighty ones. (16) (Therefore,) by your (sound) judgment, O 
most beneficent one, (kindly) devise some salutary means by which my sons (the gods) may 
(be enabled to) retrieve them (their fortune and so on), O pious soul ! (17) 
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Sri Suka-continued: Thus entreated by Aditi, the sage Kasyapa said to her as though 
smiling, "Wonderful is the might of the delusive potency of Lord Visnu, due to which this 
animate creation is bound by (ties of) affection ! (18) How widely divergent are the material 
body, which is other than the Spirit, and the Spirit, which lies beyond (the realm of) Prakrti 
(Matter)! Who and whose are the husband, son and others? Ignorance alone is the root of 
(one's) attachment to them. (19) (Therefore,) worship Lord Vasudeva (the all-pervading 
Visnu), the supreme Person, solicited by (all) the people, and dwelling in the heart of all 
created beings, the Preceptor of the universe. (20) The selfsame Lord Sri Hari, who, 
compassionates the miserable, will fulfil your desires. Devotion to the Lord (alone) is unfailing 
in its results, but not so devotion to others: such is my conviction."(21) 
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Aditi submitted: By what method, O holy Brahmana, shall | wait upon-the Ruler of the 
universe, so that the said Lord of true resolve may accomplish my object ? (22) (Pray,) tell 
me, O chief of the Brahmanas, the method of propitiating Him, whereby the Lord may be 
quickly pleased with me, suffering as | am with my darlings. (23) 
Hay SAT 
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The sage Kasyapa replied: | shall (presently) speak to you about the following sacred 
vow, intended to propitiate Lord KeSava (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva), of which 
the worshipful Brahma (the lotus-born) told me when questioned by me,desirous of 
progeny.(24) Full of supreme devotion and subsisting on milk (alone), one should worship 
Lord Visnu (of lotus eyes) for twelve days during the bright fortnight of (the month of) 
Phalguna. (25) Besmearing his body with the earth turned by a boar, if actually available, 
on the Amavasya (the last day of the dark fortnight), the devotee should, while standing in 
the middle of a stream, recite the following prayer: "O goddess ! you were lifted up from the 
bottom of the deluge water by (the Lord appearing in the form of) the very first Boar, who 
sought a footing (for living beings). Hail to You! (Pray,) wipe out (all) my sin!" and then-bathe 
(in that stream).(26-27) Having finished his (daily) routine (of duties both of the obligatory and 
occasional types), he should worship the Lord with a concentrated mind in an image, altar, 
the sun, water, fire or even his preceptor (invoking Him by reciting the following prayer): (28) 
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"Hail to You, Lord Vasudeva, the supreme Person, the greatest of the great, the abode 
of all created beings, the Witness. (29) Salutation to the Lord who is unmanifest and most 
subtle, who is (both) Pradhana (primordial Matter) and Purusa (Spirit), the Knower of the 
twenty-four categories (besides) the Purusa, the twenty-fifth, recognized in the Sankhya 
system of philosophy), the founder of the Sankhya philosophy (which enumerates the 
twenty-five categories or ultimate principles into which the entire range of existence can be 
reduced). (30) Hail to You as the deity presiding over sacrifices— endowed with a couple of 
heads (in the form of the rites known as the Prayaniya and Udayaniya, which are performed 
at the beginning and the end of a sacrifice respectively), three feet (in the form of Savana or 
the pressing out of the Soma juice, which is done thrice a day, viz., in the morning, at midday 
and in the evening), four horns (in the form of the four Vedas, Rk, Sama ,Yajus and Atharva) 
and seven arms (in the form of the seven Vedic metres, Gayatri, Tristubh, Anustubh, Brhati, 
Pankti, Jagati and Usnik)—the Bestower of rewards of sacrifices, whose essential nature 
has been described in the three Vedas (treating mainly of rituals). (31) Salutation to You as 
(the all-blissful) Lord Siva and Rudra (the Destroyer of the universe), the Wielder of (all) 
power! Hail, hail to the Master of all sciences, the Ruler of ghosts !!(32) Salutation to You as 
Hiranyagarbha (Brahma), the Sitratma (consciousness identifying itself with the cosmic 
subtle body), the Soul of the universe ! Hail to You, who are an embodiment of the mystic 
powers acquired through (the practice of) Yoga, nay, who are the very Source of (all) 
Yoga!!(33) Salutation to You, the first Deity! Hail to You standing as a witness!! Hail to Sri 
Hari appearing as the (divine) sage Narayana and (His younger brother) Nara !!! (34) 
Salutation to You, who are endowed with a body dark green as the emerald, and have won 
(for Your Spouse) Sri (the goddess of prosperity and beauty)! Hail to You as Lord Kegava 
(the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva)!! Salutation to You who are clad in yellow!!! (35) You 
are the Granter of all boons to the people, O Lord who are sought after by all, Chief of the 
bestowers of boons! It is therefore that the wise adore the dust of Your feet for (attaining) 
blessedness. (36) May that Lord be gracious to me, whom the gods as well as Sri have (all 
along) served as though seeking the fragrance of His lotus-feet." (37) 
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Imbued with reverence, he should wait upon Lord Visnu (the Controller of the senses) 
with water for washing the feet and rinsing the mouth with and other articles of worship, after 
His presence ha& been secured through invocation by (reciting) the aforesaid Mantras 
(sacred texts). (38) Having decorated the Lord with sandal-paste, flowers and so on, he 
should bathe Him with milk. Then he should deck Him with raiment, a sacred thread and 
ornaments and wait upon Him (once more) with water for washing His feet and rinsing His 
mouth with, sandal-paste, burnt incense and so on, reciting the twelve-syllabled Mantra 
(while offering all these articles of worship). (39) Offering (to the Deity), by way of repast, rice 
boiled in milk with clarified butter and jaggery, if there is wealth enough(to do so and if not, 
any simple diet), he should pour it into the sacred fire (as well), uttering the Mantra sacred 
to the Lord (the twelve-syllabled Mantra). (40) He should give the food (thus) offered (entirely) 
to some devotee or take (a part of) it himself (at the end of the worship after distributing the 
rest among those present at the (function). And (then) giving water for rinsing the mouth with, 
he should offer betel-leaves after seasoning them (with areca-nut parings, catechu, lime, 
cardamom seeds, dried cloves and so on). (41) He should (now) mutter the Mantra one 
hundred and eight times, glorify the Lord by means of (the aforesaid and other) praises and, 
circumambulating Him clock-wise, should fall prostrate on the ground (before Him) with 
delight. (42) Placing on his head (as a mark of reverence) the offerings (flowers etc.), kept 
before the Deity, he should then (respectfully) allow the Deity to retire. He should (afterwards) 
properly feed at least a couple of Brahmanas with rice boiled in milk with sugar etc. (43) 
Permitted by those Brahmanas, (duly) honoured (by him by offering a wreath of flowers, 
betel-leaves, gift of money and so on), he should share the remnant (of food) with his beloved 
ones and observe (strict) continence on that night. Having taken his bath the following 
morning, (viz.,) on the first day (of the bright half), and remaining undefiled and fully 
composed, he should bathe the Deity with milk and worship Him according to the procedure 
mentioned before*(and should continue to do so from day to day) till the end of the vow. (44-45) 
Full of reverence for the worship of Lord Visnu, he should observe this vow, subsisting on 
milk (alone). As before (on the previous day) he should pour oblations into the (sacred) fire 
and feed the Brahmanas as well. (46) (Strictly) observing the vow of a milk diet, he should 
nthis way daily practise for full twelve days adoration of Lord Sri Hari (in the form of extolling 
Him, bowing to Him and muttering prayers to Him), offer oblations into the sacred fire, 
worship His image and feed the Brahmanas.(47) 
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“Vide verses 38 and 39 above. 
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From the first day till the thirteenth of the bright fortnight (of Phalguna) he should observe 
(a vow of strict) continence, sleep on the ground and bathe thrice (everyday, viz., in the 
morning, at midday andin the evening). (48) Harmless to all living beings and devoted to Lord 
Vasudeva, he should avoid talking with the vile as well as on unholy topics and abstain from 
luxuries (of every description), whether great or small.(49) Now, on the thirteenth he should 
arrange a bath of Lord Visnu with five substances (viz., milk, curds, clarified butter, honey 
and sugar) according to the procedure found in the scriptures, under the direction of those 
conversant with such procedure.(50) And absolutely free-from (the fault of) niggardliness, he 
should perform a grand worship of the Lord. Preparing an oblation (intended) for Lord Visnu, 
(who is encircled by rays of light), he should with a fully concentrated mind propitiate the 
supreme Person by means of that oblation boiled in milk (and poured into the sacred fire) 
and (also) Affer to Him by way of repast excellent food that may be gratifying to the Lord (by 
its appetizing flavour and freedom from impure ingredients such as animal food).(51-52) He 
should (then) gratify the learned and wise Acarya (preceptor conducting the worship) as well 
as the other priests with (gifts of) raiment, jewels and cows. (For) know their gratification to 
be the propitiation of Sri Hari (Himself). (63) He should (also) entertain them as well as the 
other Brahmanas and whoever else might have gathered there with delicious and pure food 
according to his means, O (good) lady with innocent smiles ! (54) (Nay,) he should offer 
according to merit Daksina (sacrificial fees) to the preceptor and the priests and gratify with 
cooked and other articles of food all those assembled including Candalas (those who cook 
the flesh of dogs). (55) Allincluding the destitute, blind and miserable having taken their food, 
and knowing their gratification to be the propitiation of Lord Visnu Himself, he should partake 
of that food (himself) along with his relatives and friends.(56) (In this way) he should have 
the worship of the Lord conducted everyday with dances and music, (both) instrumental and 
vocal, as well as with the recitation of hymns, performance of auspicious rites and the 
narration of His stories. (57) 
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This supreme vow known by the name of Payovrata, which is intended to propitiate the 
supreme Person, was revealed (to me) by Brahma (my grandfather) and has (now) been 
made known to you in detail by me. (58) And, having fully controlled your mind, adore you 
the immortal Lord KeSava (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva) with an intellect full of pure 
Devotion by means of this vow duly observed, O noble lady. (59) This is known as a universal 
sacrifice (yielding the fruit of all sacrifices) and is further called a universal vow (ensuring the 
reward of all vows). It is the quintessence of all austerities, O good lady, anda gift conducive 
to the gratification of God (Himself). (60) They alone are real religious observances and they 
alone are the best of all disciplines; (nay,) that alone is austerity, gift, vow, and sacrifice (worth 
the name), by means of which Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception) is gratified. (61) 
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Therefore, fully disciplined, observe this vow with reverence, O blessed one! Highly gratified 
(through this), the Lord will speedily grant (all) the objects of your desire. (62) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse entitled "The procedure of (observing the 
vow of) Payovrata disclosed to Aditi’ in Book Eight of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVII 
The Lord manifests Himself before Aditi and grants her desired boon 
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Sri Suka resumed: Thus instructed by her husband, the sage Kasyapa, the celebrated 
Aditi unweariedly and duly observed the aforesaid vow for twelve days consecutively, 
contemplating (all the time) on the almighty Lord, the supreme Person, with undivided 
intellect. Curbing the unruly horses in the shape of the senses with (the rein of) her mind and 
focussing the mind with her one-pointed reason on Lord Vasudeva, the Soul of all, Aditi, who 
had reason for her charioteer (guide), duly observed the vow of Payovrata. (1—3) Before her 
(eyes) appeared, O dear Pariksit, (at the conclusion of her vow) the almighty Lord, the most 
ancient Person, who was clad in yellow, was endowed with four arms and bore a conch, a 
discus and a mace (in three of them). (4) Seeing Him suddenly before her (very) eyes and 
overwhelmed with joy, resulting from love, she rose (from her seat) and reverently bowed (to 
Him) with her body lying prostrate on the ground.(5) Rising (once again), she stood up with 
joined palms to glorify Him, but could not, her eyes flooded with tears of joy, and remained 
quiet, her body bristling all over with hair standing on end and her limbs shaking with 
excessive joy at His sight. (6) In a faltering voice, O jewel of the Kurus, that heavenly lady, 
Aditi, (who had in the meantime recovered a bit) lovingly and slowly extolled Sri Hari (While 
doing so) she stood looking up (Sri Hari evidently standing in the air before her) as though 
drinking with her eyes the (said) Spouse of Rama (Goddess Laksmi), the Lord (bestowing 
the fruit) of sacrifices and the Ruler of the universe. (7) 
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Aditi prayed: O Bestower of the fruit of sacrifices, O Soul of sacrifices, O immortal, most 
ancient and almighty Lord, whose (very) feet enable one to cross the ocean of mundane 
existence, (nay,) whose glory (itself) sanctifies the world, whose name is (most) auspicious 
to hear and who manifests Himself in order to relieve the distress of those that take refuge 
in Him, (pray,) bring happiness to us; for You are the Protector of the distressed.(8) Hail to 
You, Sri Hari, the infinite Lord, who for the coming into existence, continuance and 
dissolution of the universe assume of Your own accord the Gunas of Maya (wielding infinite 
power), (nay,) who constitute the universe (itself) and are established in Your own Self and 
in whose being (the darkness of) ignorance stands dispersed by perfect and evershining 
wisdom.(9) From You, when You are pleased, O infinite Lord, are got by men the longest life 
(the life of Brahma, extending to 31, 10, 40, 00,00,00,000 human years), a body of the desired 
type, unequalled wealth, (dominion of) heaven, earth and the nether worlds, all the powers 
of Yoga, (all) the three objects of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, worldly possessions 
and gratification of the senses) as well as immediate perception of the truth, to say nothing 
of such (trivial) blessings as the subjugation of enemies.(10) 
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Sri Suka continued: Thus hymned by Aditi, O king, Lord Visnu (the lotus-eyed One), 

the inner Controller of all created beings, actually replied as follows, O scion of Bharata.(11) 
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The glorious Lord said: O mother of gods, your long-cherished desire is thoroughly 

known to Me, which relates to (the welfare of) your sons, whose Wealth has been usurped 
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by their enemies (the Asuras), (nay,) who have been driven away from their home.(12) You 
wish to live with your sons when they have retrieved their triumphal glory after utterly and 
finally defeating those vainglorious Asura chiefs.(13) (Nay,) you long to approach and behold 
(with your own eyes)the sorrowful and bewailing wives of your enemies when the latter have 
been slain by your sons, the eldest of whomis Indra.(14) You (further) desire tosee yoursons 
highly prosperous, with their glory and splendour restored and diverting themselves after 
regaining mastery over heaven.(15) Those Asura generals are for the most part invincible 
at present ; that is My conviction, O celestial lady! For, they are protected by Brahmanas to 
whom (the all-powerful) Time is propitious. (Hence) heroic valour against them will not yield 
happiness. (16) Nevertheless, O heavenly lady, some expedient must be thought of by Me, 
propitiated by your observance ofa sacred vow. (For) My worship ought not to prove fruitless, 


beings), O blessed lady, visualizing Me as present in this (very) form (standing before you) 
in the person of your husband. (19) This (secret) should on no account be disclosed to 
another by you, even when questioned. (For) all secret plans of the gods, O celestial lady, 
succeed (only) when scrupulously guarded. (20) 
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Sri Suka went on: Saying this much, the Lord disappeared on that very spot. Having 
secured the rare boon of Lord SriHari's birth through her, Aditi waited upon her husband with 
supreme devotion like one who has accomplished her purpose. By power of concentration 
he said Kasyapa of true insight actually perceiveda part of Sri Hari having entered his mind. 
laving (fully) concentrated his mind, O Pariksit, the sage Kasyapa (who was alike to the 
lods and the Asuras) placed (mentally) in Aditi his seed long conserved through 
‘$ceticism (even) as the wind (which equally pervades everywhere) places (a spark of) fire 
1 firewood. (21—23) Perceiving the eternal Lord having entered the womb of Aditi, 
liranyagarbha ( Brahma) proceeded to praise Him with mysterious epithets (as follows). (24) 
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Brahma prayed : May You triumph, O Lord hymned by many ! Let my salutation be to 
You, O Lord of mighty valour !! My greetings to the Lord whois friendly to the Brahmanas ! Hail, 
hail to the Controller of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti)!! (25) Salutations to You, the 
Maker (of all), who were born of Prsni (the previous incarnation of Aditi) and are revealed in 
the Vedas, who hold the three worlds (earth, heaven and the middle region) in Your navel, 
and (at the same time) stand above the three worlds; (nay,) who have entered all embodied 
beings as their Inner Controller and are all-pervading. (26) You, whom the Vadas refer to as 
the supreme Person of unlimited powers, are the beginning, end and middle of the universe. 
As the Time-Spirit, O Lord, You draw the universe (after You) even as a deep stream draws 
(after it) whatever has fallen into it. (27) Indeed You are the Creator of (all) created beings, 
(both) immobile (inanimate) and mobile (animate), as well as of the lords of creation. (Hence) 
You are the supreme refuge, O Lord, of heavenly beings (lit., the denizens of heaven) fallen 
from heaven, even as a boat is for one about to be drowned in water.(28) 


Thus ends the sevenieenth discourse, hinging on the story of the descent of 
Lord Vamana, in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVIII 


The Lord appears as the divine Dwarf and visits 
the sacrificial performance of Bali 


AIF SAA 
xa fatter: wigs yarqayeary | 
aa: BUSI Cs itp fargarat «= Aferareraamr: 1 2 


fen: sae: afeorrearee se: yep saat qonfaa: | 
areaket =o faaferfafaraer «= et isdfom: «= Sei x | 
Sri Suka resumed : The Lord, whose exploits and glory were thus celebrated by Brahma 
(the creator) and who is the Fountain-head of immortality (final beatitude), took His descent 
from Aditi. He was endowed with four arms—in which He carried a conch, a mace, a lotus 
and a discus—was clad in yellow and had eyes big as a pair of lotuses.(1) Bright dark-brown 
of hue, the supreme Person bore the mark of Srivatsa (a white curl of hair) on His bosom. 
The lustre of His lotus countenance was augmented by the brilliance of His alligator-shaped 
ear-rings; and a diadem, girdle strings and a charming pair of anklets shone (on His person) 
along with a pair each of wristlets and armlets. (2) Adorned with His (characteristic and) 
splendid wreath of sylvan flowers deeply resonant with the humming of swarms of black bees 
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and with the (celebrated) Kaustubha gem suspended from His neck, Sri Hari dispersed the 
gloom of the house of Kasyapa (a lord of created beings) by His own radiance. (3) At that 
time the quarters brightened up and the lakes and ponds etc., became clear, created beings 
felt much delighted, and (all the six) seasons exhibited their (Own) characteristics (in the 
shape of fruits and flowers of every description). Heaven, earth and the aerial region, the 
gods (having the flames of fire for their tongues), the cows and the Brahmanas as well as 
mountains were transported with joy.(4) 
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The Lord appeared on the Sravana-Dwadaéi (the twelfth day of the bright half of 
Bhadrapada) when the moon happened to be in the mansion called Srona (Sravana) and in 
an hour known by the name of Abhijit (which is conducive to victory on all sides); (nay,) all 
the lunar mansions and other stars as well as the planets (the sun and so on) rendered His 
birth (most) propitious (by their benign influence). (5) The sun happened to be at the meridian 
(the point reached by it at midday), O protector of men ! The twelfth day (of the bright half 
of Bhadrapada), on which the learned know the birth of Sri Hari to have taken place is called 
by the name of Vijaya-Dwadasi. (6) Conchs and kettledrums (as well as) clay tomtoms, 
tabors and double drums sounded. (And) there arose a tumultuous din of various wind- 
instruments and other musical instruments. (7) Full of joy, Apsaras danced and the chief of 
the Gandharvas sang; while sages and gods, the Manus, the manes and the fire-gods, hosts 
of Siddhas and Vidyadharas along with Kimpurusas and Kinnaras, as well as Caranas, 
Yaksas and Raksasas, Suparnas (the secretary birds) and the foremost of Nagas (too) 
uttered praises. (8-9) (And) attendants of gods covered the hermitage of Aditi including the 
Surrounding grounds with showers of flowers, singing and dancing and loud in their 
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Astonished to see that supreme Person having assumed a personality by His wonderful 
creative energy and sprung from her own womb, Aditi experienced (abundant) joy and 
the lord of created beings (the sage Kasgyapa too) was filled with (great) wonder and 
exclaimed: "May You be victorious !" (11) In that very form which Lord Sri Hari—who is 
unembodied consciousness—had assumed and which (only a short while ago) was 
obviously resplendent with jewels and weapons, He, like an actor of wonderful movements, 
became a short-statured Brahmana boy, (even) while the couple stood gazing. (12) 
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(Greatly) rejoicing to see (the Lord in the form of) that dwarfish Brahmana boy, eminent 
sages placed the lord of created beings (the sage KaSyapa) at their head and had (all) sacred 
rites (with respect to that divine Boy) performed (with due ceremony). (13) To Him, when 
being invested with the sacred thread, Savita (the sun-god, the deity presiding over and 
invoked through the sacred Gayatri-Mantra) taught the (famous) Gayatri-Mantra (a prayer 
to the sun-god, which every Dwija is acquired to learn and mutter everyday without fail); the 
sage Brhaspati (the preceptor of the gods) gave Him the sacred thread (to be worn baldric 
wise at all times) and the sage Kasyapa (His own father), a sacred cord made of Mufja grass 
(which every Brahmacari is expected to wear round his waist all the time and from which is 
suspended the strip of cloth covering his privy parts). (14) Goddess Earth gave to the Lord 
of the universe a deerskin and Soma (the moon-god), the lord of the vegetable kingdom, the 
sacred staff (which a Brahmacari must always carry in his and). His mother (Aditi) gave Him 
a strip of cloth to cover His privy parts with as well as a piece of cloth (to be wrapped about 
His loins) and Dyauh (the deity presiding over the sky), an umbrella. (15) Brahma (the 
repository of Veda) gave to the immortal lord a Kamandalu (a vessel of wood or cocoanut- 
shell for carrying water); the seven seers, blades of the (sacred) Kusa grass and Saraswati 
(the goddess of speech and learning), a rosary of Aksa seeds, O great king ! (16) To Him, 
when invested with the sacred thread, Kubera (the lord of the Yaksas) gave a small vessel 
for (receiving and holding alms); while the all-virtuous Goddess Uma, the Mother of the 
universe, Her-self gave Him alms*. (17) Thus honoured (by all those assembled in the 
hermitage of the sage Kasyapa), that most worthy Brahmana Boy outshone by His 
Brahmanical glory the assembly graced by hosts of Brahmana sages.(18) Having swept the 
Vedi (raised ground for placing the sacred fire) with blades of KuSa grass (in order to drive 
away insects) and installing the sacred fire, and having strewn (other) blades of Kusa round 
it (in the prescribed manner by way of protection against evil spirits) and (then) fully lighting 
the fire, the Brahmana (boy) duly worshipped it in €veryway and fed it by means of sacrificial 
sticks (daubed with clarified butter).(19) 
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* A Brahmacadi (religious student) is enjoined to beg his food daily from the mothers of a number of families of the twice- 
born classes and begins this routine from the very day he is invested with the sacred thread, when he receives his very first 
round of alms from an elderly and respectable female relation whose husband is alive. 
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Having heard of the mighty Bali propitiating the Lord by means of horse-sacrifices 
conducted by the Bhrgus, Lord Vamana, who was rich in all strength, proceeded thence 
(from the hermitage of Aditi) to that place (the sacrificial hall of Bali), causing the earth by His 
(huge) weight to bend low at every step. (20) The celebrated Bhrgus, who were conducting 
as the priests of Bali a horse-sacrifice (the best of all sacrifices) at the (holy) spot bearing the 
name of Bhrgu-Kaccha on the northern bank of the (sacred) Narmada (the modern Narbada 
river), keenly observed Him (resplendent) as the sun risen close to them.(21) Eclipsed by the 
splendour of the divine Dwarf, O protector of human beings, the said priests including the: 
sacrificer (King Bali himself) and the superintending priests thereupon speculated whether 
the sun-god or Vibhavasu (the god of fire) or again the (divine) sage Sanatkumara 
was actually coming (there) with a desire to witness the sacrificial performance. (22) Thus 
speculated about by the Bhrgus and their disciple (Bali) in ways more than one, the said Lord 
Vamana (forthwith) entered the enclosure of the horse-sacrifice, bearing the umbrella along 
with the sacred staff (in one of his hands) and the Kamandalu full of water (in the other). (23) 
Observing Lord Sri Hari as having entered the sacrificial grounds in the form of a short- 
statured Brahmana religious student—encircled by a cord of Mufija grass (at His waist), 
with a deerskin placed baldric-wise after the manner of a sacred thread by way of a covering 
for the upper part of His body, and having matted hair on His head—and completely 
overpowered by His lustre, the Bhrgus along with their disciple (Bali) as well as with the gods 
of fire welcomed Him by rising from their (respective) seats.(24-25) Overjoyed to see Lord 
Vamana,charming and worth seeing with limbs (quite) in proportion to His (diminutive) form, 
the sacrificer (himself) fetched Him a (suitable) seat. (26) Greeting Him with an enquiry after 
His health, and then washing the feet of the Lord, Bali worshipped Him who sported in the 
mind (even) of those that had given up (all) attachment. (27) Bali, who knew what was right, 
placed on his head (as a mark of respect) the water in which His feet had been washed and 
which had (thus) been rendered most auspicious, (nay,) which was capable of wiping off the 
sins of the people, and which (no less a personage than) Lord Siva (who has His abode on 
Mount Kailasa, nay), who is adored by (all the) gods and bears the crescenton His head, bore 
on His head with supreme devotion. (28) 
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Bali submitted: | (hereby) extend my (hearty) welcome to you ! May salutations be to 
you, O (holy) Brahmana! What can | do for you? | look upon you, O noble one, as the austerity 
incarnate of Brahmana seers.(29) Today the spirits of our deceased forefathers are (fully) 
sated; today our (entire) race is hallowed and today (alone) this sacrifice (of ours) is 
successfully performed in that you have visited my house.(30) Today my (sacred) fires stand 
properly fed according to the scriptural ordinance, O son of a (holy) Brahmana ! And lo! this 
land as well of mine—whose sins have been destroyed by the waters used in washing your 
feet—has been consecrated by your tiny feet. (31) (Pray,) take from me whatever you desire, 
O Brahmacari; (for) | infer you, O son of a (holy) Brahmana, to be one who seeks for 
something. (Therefore,) duly accept (from me), O most worthy one, a cow, gold, a house 
provided with (all) luxuries and comforts, as well as delicious food and drink or evena maid, 
O (holy) Brahmana, prosperous villages, horses or elephants and chariots.(32) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse, bearing on the descent of the divine 
Dwarf and comprising the dialogue between King Bali and Lord 
Vamana, in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIX 
The Lord asks three paces of land of Bali, who gives his word; while Sukra 


remonstrates with him against this course 
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Sri Suka resumed: The Lord was delighted to hear the aforesaid speech of Bali (the son 
of Virocana), which was not only just but agreeable and full of truth (as well); and welcoming 
it, He spoke as follows. (1) 


a 


AAT TATTATAT 

aaeadsrea «Sd (Ge Tg TTL 

wa wat wa: arom foams: ode: Wea! 2 | 
a @afere wishes: HO: YAM Naren faye at aera fea | 2 | 

a ata ata afr anftntin: cage a aaah ya: | 

qe 4 wage «ees eg: «SI I 
oat sat froma sat wdisiadht fefara ated verge: 14 | 
4 faite pe fae: aren arr ae fet BA aa ETE GI 
frera agi om fare: qigd wae gal wm fed R10 | 
ward ware Fourie Hardad| frame srest fastened ax: | ¢ | 
aa adisé wa Fa: syaalsdisen wa saan cere 1 ¢ | 


Dis. 19 ] BOOK EIGHT ~~ 813 


eee fit = RRLHAARHLRAALAHHKHHHEEAEHHEHHHHLHHAH HH AHHH HHH HH 


wa 8 figa ft: attend fifdfesisats 

AAT aT aed SRT SMUT ESOT fafazeat: 1201 

a ode oie oye: aft | oar 

amt at fer: @ faa agar, fawy faferaq a cast ah: ee) 
amafatt dart warrase Seri ager A mat wi ad wade Ga ie2! 
ae  Warnqeiite «= fear aaa TREATS TaA: 123 | 
fot sgreuae = fegtPaue: | aorafgafeseat Saeiise a area: 121 
Tarraharesatarkerdt Tears: | at: yds: 9 Btetstematafa: 1241 
Ta, at Hetieg quid arate vers afin Sere df oer wa iek! 
Wad tara waren aa: sf 8 faaraaaenfaae: 12001 


The gracious Lord replied: This speech of yours, O ruler of men, is (both) agreeable 
and full of truth and just (too), and (thus) not only worthy of your race but conducive to your 
(own) glory. For your authority in secular matters are the Bhrgus; whereas in the course-of 
duty relating to the other world your guide is Prahrada (your grandfather), the eldest of your 
race and altogether free from passions.(2) Indeed there has never beenin this race (of yours) 
any man who was so lacking in goodness (charity) as to refuse a Brahmana (waiting at the 
door for alms) or so niggardly as not to give a thing (even) after promising it. (3) In your race— 
wherein like the moon in the firmament shines forth by his untarnished glory Prahrada—there 
have never been kings who were so low-minded as to turn away their face when requested 
(for a charitable gift) by a mendicant on an occasion of gift or (for a combat) by one seeking 
an encounter on the battle-field.(4) Born in this race, Hiranyaksa could not find a rival while 
traversing this earth (all) alone, armed witha mace, for the conquest of the quarters.(5) Even 
though Visnu killed him with great difficulty when he appeared (before Visnu) at the time of 
(the latter's) rescuing the earth (from the bottom of the ocean), Visnu did not account himself 
victorious recalling Hiranyaksa’s superior valour again and again (even after his death). (6) 
Hearing of his death, his (elder) bfother, Hiranyakasipu (Prahrada's father), full of rage, went 
of yore to the abode of Hari in order to kill the slayer of his brother.(7) On observing him 
approaching, spear in hand, like Death (himself), Visnu, who knows what is opportune and 
is the foremost of those practising conjuring tricks, reflected (thus within himself):— (8) 
"(Even) as Death dogs the footsteps of living beings (wherever they go), he (Hiranyakasipu) 
is sure to follow wherever | go. Hence | shall enter his heart (and hide there), his eye being 
turned to the outer world (alone)" (9) Having concluded thus, Visnu—who was greatly 
agitated in (his) mind and who hid his body, reduced to a subtle state, in the ingoing breath 
of Hiranyakasipu—stealthily entered, through the latter's nostril, O ruler of the Asuras, the 
body of the enemy (Hiranyakasipu), who was rushing towards him. (10) Ransacking his 
abode, which was devoid of Visnu, yet not perceiving him, HiranyakaSipu roared in rage. The 
hero (then) searched heaven and earth, the (four) quarters, the aerial region, the (seven) 
subterranean regions as well as the (seven) oceans, but could notfind Visnu (anywhere).(11) 
Not perceiving Visnu, he actually spoke as follows:— "(The whole of) this universe-has been 
(thoroughly) searched by me (but in vain). The Slayer of my brother has (therefore) surely 
reachedthe realm (of Death) from which man does not return.(1 2) The persistence in enmity 
of embodied souls in this world goes only so far, viz., till (the adversary's) death. And so does 
their wrath (the father of enmity), which has its root in ignorance (about the true nature of the 
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Spirit, something distinct from the body) and which is nourished by egotism. (13) Your father, 
the celebrated Virocana (son of Prahrada), who was (so) fond of the Brahmanas, gave away 
his own life to the gods (his enemies), appearing in the guise of Brahmanas, when requested 
(by them), even though he knew their real character. (14) You (too) have observed the rules 
of conduct followed by Brahmana householders (like Sukracarya), your (own) forbears (such 
as Virocana)and other heroes of wide renown. (15) Of you as such, the foremost of the 
bestowers of boons, | ask a small strip of land, three paces long, as measured by my stride, 
O ruler of the Daityas ! (16) | seek nothing else from your magnanimous self, the ruler of the 
world. Indeed a learned man receiving (by way ofa gift only) as much as itis (actually) wanted 
by him incurs no sin (otherwise attaching to the man who accepts a donation). (17) 
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Bali submitted : Oh, son of a holy Brahmana! your words are commendable in the eyes 
of elders, although you are (yet) a body of puerile intellect, not properly alive to your own 
interest, in that you who, having won over by (your) words me, the undisputed ruler of (all) 
the worlds and (thus) capable of gifting a (whole) continent, ask (of me only) three paces (of 
land), unwise as you are ! (18-19) Having approached (solicited) me, a man must not beg 
again. Therefore, O Brahmana boy, accept at will from me land enough to afford (you) a 
(decent) living.(20) 
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The Lord said : All the dearest objects (or territories) in the three worlds, whatever they 
are, cannot satiate one who has not been able to subdue his senses and mind, O protector 
of men. (21) He who is not satisfied with three paces (of land) cannot be sated even with a 
(whole) continent, consisting of nine Varsas (sub-continents), as he will be seized with a 
longing for (all) the seven Dwipas (main divisions of the globe). (22) Prthu (the son of Vena), 
Gaya and other kings, suzerain lords of (all) the seven Dwipas, could not reach the end of 
(their) thirst following from riches and (other) objects of desire: so have we heard. (23) A 
contented person subsists with ease on whatever is got by luck; (whereas) a discontented 
fellow of uncontrolled mind does not lead a happy life (even) with (the sovereignty of) the 
three worlds acquired by him.(24)This discontentment with wealth and sense-enjoyment is 
responsible for the transmigration of a soul; (while) contentment with whatever is obtained 
by chance has been declared as conducive to Liberation.(25) The glory of a Brahmana, 
contented with whatever is got by chance, grows; through discontent (however) it disappears 
(even) as fire gets extinguished with water.(26) Therefore, only three paces (of land) do | ask 
of you, the foremost of the bestowers of boons. | shall have accomplished my purpose with 
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this much alone; (for) wealth is desirable only to the extent of one's (bare) need. (27) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus spoken to, he (Bali) laughingly said, "Take as much as you 
will." He (then) took up a pot of water* in order to (make a solemn vow to) give (three paces 
of) land to the divine Dwarf. (28) (The sage) UsSana (Sukracarya, the preceptor of the 
demons), the foremost of the learned, who knew the object of Lord Visnu, warned his disciple, 
Bali (the ruler of the Asuras)—who was bent on gifting land to the same Lord—(in the 
following words). (29) UF sare 
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Sukra said: Sprung from the loins of the sage Kasyapa through Aditi, O son of Virocana, 
this dwarf is no other than the immortal Lord Visnu, who is bent upon accomplishing the 
purpose of the gods. (30) | do not approve of what you have promised to Him, ignorant as 
you are of the harm that will follow (from it). A great calamity has surely befallen the 
Asuras.(31) Appearing as a Brahmacari (religious student) through (His) Maya (deluding 


potency), this Hari will snatch your throne, dominion, fortune, splendour and glory (so) widely 
known, and bestow it on (His own brother) Sakra (Indra).(32) Assuming a form co-extensive 


* It is customary among the Hindus to make a solemn vow or declaration of purpose before actually undertaking any 
religious act of austerity, sacrifice or gift. The way to do it is to take some water with flowers in the hollow of one's right palm, 
to mention the time and place of the undertaking and the personal as well as the family name of the person undertaking it, as 
well as of the Brahmana on whom a gift is proposed to be bestowed or whose services as an officiating ‘priest are going to be 
engaged for the occasion, and then to declare the purpose itself. This being done, the water in the hollow of one's palm is 
discharged on the ground, thus solemnizing the vow. 
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with the universe, He will cover (all) these (three) worlds (viz., heaven, earth and the 
intermediate region) in three strides. Giving away (your) all to Visnu, how will you (be able 
to) keep your body and soul together, O fool? (33) Where will place be found for the third 
stride of the all-pervading Lord, who will cover the (whole) earth with one colossal stride, 
heaven with the second and the intervening space with His gigantic person ? (34) For 
yourself, who will (thus) prove unable to redeem your promise, and fail to make the promised 
gift, | foresee a firm footing in the infernal region (alone). (35) The wise do not commend that 
gift (on the part of a donor) through which one's (own) living is lost. For in this world charity, 
sacrificial performances, austerity and other (righteous) acts are possible for him (alone) who 
has a means of subsistence.(36) A householder dividing his income into five parts (and 
utilizing it) for the purposes of (1) (acquiring) religious merit and (2) celebrity, (3) (earning 
more) wealth, (4) enjoying pleasures and (5) maintaining his own people rejoices in this as 
wellas in the life beyond.(37) On this point (viz., the question of truth and falsehood) too hear 
from me, O chief of the Asuras, the verdict of the Bahvrcas (the seers of Rgveda): "Whatever 
is expressed in terms of 'yes' (with reference to the prayer of a petitioner) is truth; (while) that 
which one utters in terms of 'no' is indeed untruth. (38) One should understand truth to be 
the flower and fruit of the tree of the body; for it is declared as such (by the Sruti texts). In the 
event of the tree (itself) not surviving, the fruit and flower (too) will vanish. (And) falsehood 
(refusal to part with one's possessions) is the secret of preserving one's body (life). (39) 
Therefore, (just) as a tree that has been uprooted withers up and falls to the ground not long 
afterwards, so does a body that has lost its support in the shape of falsehood soon dry up: 
there is no doubt aboutit. (40) Thatwhich is expressed by the syllable ‘Om' (yes) (really) takes 
away wealth to a long distance and (therefore) leaves one devoid of wealth and unsatiated 
(too). For a man is certainly deprived of that (much of) wealth which—however little it may 
be—he agrees to part with, saying 'yes'. And he who consents to give everything to a 
mendicant does not find adequate enjoyment for himself. (41) Therefore, the false statement 
saying "No" not only keeps one full but also attracts the wealth of others to oneself. But he 
who utters the falsehood that he has nothing at all (to give) incurs a bad reputation and is 
(virtually) dead, though breathing. (42) (Uttering) falsehood is not (so) blameworthy (1) in 
relation to women (while courting them), (2) in jest, (3) during a wedding (while extolling the 
bridegroom etc.), (4) for the sake of keeping one's body and soul together, (5) in the face of 
danger to one's life, (6) in the interest of cows and the Brahmanas and (7) where violence 
(to another)is apprehended." (43) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse, in continuation of the story of the 
descent of Lord Vamana (the divine Dwarf) in Book Eight of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XX 
A vision of the Cosmic Body (of the Lord) 
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SriSuka resumed: Thus spoken to by the sage Sukra (the preceptor of the demon race), 


Bali, the sacrificer (lit., master of the house or head of his family) kept quiet for a moment and 
(then) with a concentrated mind submitted to his teacher (as follows). (1) 
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Bali said: Truly has it been observed by your worshipful self that such (alone) is the duty 
of householders, as does not at any time interfere with his wealth, enjoyment, fame and 
livelihood. (2) But, having promised (once) that Ishall give, how can |, the celebrated Bali (a 
scion of Prahrada) refuse, like a cheat, through greed of wealth, a (holy) Brahmana? (3) This 
Earth (once) clearly said: "Indeed there is no unrighteousness greater than falsehood. | 
regard myself capable of sustaining allother than a man given to lying." (4) | am not afraid 
(so much) of (the tortures of) hell, poverty and (even) an ocean of misery nor of falling from 
my position and death (itself) as of playing a Brahmana false. (5) Whatever wealth etc. there 
is in this world will (surely) abandon a deceased person. (Why, then, should one not give it 
away oneself during one's very lifetime?) (And) what apology is there for parting with (only 
a portion of) such wealth if a Brahmana is not satisfied with that (much)? Pious souls like the 
sage Dadhici and king Sibi minister to living beings with their life (itself), (So) difficult to part 
with. What scruple can there be (under such circumstances) in giving away land etc., 
(external to the self)? (6-7) Time swallowed the enjoyments of those lords of the Daityas by 


whom, O holy Brahmana, (the whole of) this globe was ruled over and who never retreated 
(in battle), but not (so) the celebrity acquired by them on earth (which still survives). (8) 
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Warriors not turning back and laying down their lives on the field of battle, O Brahmana sage, 
are indeed easy to find, but not so those (liberal souls) who give away (their) fortune with 
reverence when a worthy recipient comes.(9) It is (rather) graceful fora magnanimous and 
compassionate soul that poverty should overtake him in consequence of (his) gratifying the 
desire of (ordinary) petitioners, much more of knowers of Brahma like you. Hence | shall 
(presently) confer the desired boon on this Brahmacari. (10) Be he the selfsame Lord Visnu, 
the Bestower of boons, whom you, well-versed in the Vedic rituals, worship with reverence 
through Kratus (sacrificial performances in which the use of the Soma plantis indispensable 
and Yajfias (those in which the Soma plant is not used), or be he an enemy, | shall bestow 
onhim the land sought for, O holy sage! (11) Even if he unrighteously puts me— even though 
faultless—in bonds, yet | shall not hurt him, my enemy disguised as a Brahmana, and 
(therefore) afraid (of me). (12) Ifheis really Lord Visnu (of excellent fame), he would not forfeit 
his fair name (by playing me false) and might (as well) wrest the earth (from me, even if| were 
loth to part with it) after killing me in battle; or, being slain by me, he might lie in (eternal) sleep 


(if he is an impostor). (13) 
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Sri Suka continued: Impelled by Providence, Sukracarya (the preceptor) cursed (in the 
following words) his high-minded disciple (Bali), who, being true to his promise, had thus 
grown (apparently) irreverent (towards his preceptor) and refused to obey him:— (1 4) "You, 
who have grown so arrogant as to violate my command, a highly conceited fool that you are, 
will soon fall from your high position through disregard shown to us." (15) Though imprecated 
in this way by his own teacher, the great soul did not deviate from truth and gifted the land 
(asked by Him) to the divine Dwarf after (duly) worshipping Him and pouring water (from his 
right palm in order to solemnize the gift). (16) His wife, Vindhyavali, who was adorned with 
a pearl necklace, then came and brought a pitcher of gold, full of water to wash His feet 
with.(17) The sacrificer (Bali) himself washed with delight the glorious feet of the Lord and 
bore on his head that water, which was capable of consecrating the (whole) universe. (18) 
Applauding that action (of Bali) as well as his guilelessness, all the hosts of gods in heaven, 
as well as Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, Siddhas and Caranas, full of joy, greeted the lord of 
the demons at that time with showers of flowers, even though they were his enemies.(19) 
Kettledrums were sounded in thousands again and again; while Gandharvas, Kimpurusas 
and Kinnaras sang (in the following strain):—"A most difficult task has been done by this 
noble soul in that he has knowingly given away all the three worlds to his enemy." (20) 
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(In the meantime) that diminutive form of Sri Hari, the infinite Lord, which comprised in 
Itself the three Gunas (as well as their product, the universe) grew to such a wonderful extent 
that the earth, the sky (the aerial region), the (four) quarters, heaven, the subterranean 
regions and the (seven) oceans as well as (the various species of living beings such as) 
uman beings, gods, Rsis, and the subhuman creation (all) found their place in it. (21) In the 
30dy of that Lord (of extraordinary powers), which is the Ground of the three Gunas (of which 
his universe is constituted), Bali along with the priests (Officiating at the sacrifice), the 
>receptor and the superintending priests beheld (the whole of ) this universe, made up of the 
aforesaid) three Gunas, including the five (gross) elements, the (ten) Indriyas (the five 
senses of perception as well as the five organs of action), the (five) objects of the senses (viz., 
sound, touch colour, taste and smell), the mind (in its four aspects) and the Jiva (the 
»mbodied soul). (22) Bali (who had an army as strong and equipped as that of Indra, whose 
hrone he was now occupying) saw the (seven) subterranean regions at the sole of the feet 
f the Supreme Person, appearing in His cosmic form, the earth in His feet, mountains in His 
hanks, (the realm of) the feathered kingdom (viz., the atmosphere) in His knees and the host 
f gods (forty-nine in number) presiding over the air in His thighs. (23) He (further) beheld 
sandhya (the deity presiding over the morning and evening twilights) in the loin-cloth of the 
iniversal Lord, the Asuras headed by himself (Bali) in His anus, the sage Marici and others 

the lords of created beings) in His genitals, the firmament in His navel, the seven oceans 
1 His sides and the host of stars in the chest of the Lord of wide strides. (24) Again, he saw 
)harma (the god of piety), O dear Pariksit, in the heart of Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon 
fura), (the gods presiding over) Rta (truthful and polite language) and Satya (seeing all with 
1@ Same eye) in His breasts, and the moon-god in His mind, Sri (the goddess presiding over 
ches and beauty) with a lotus in Her handin His bosom and the Samas (sacred texts forming 
art of Samaveda) as well as all sounds in His throat. (25) He also beheld the immortals with 
\dra as their headin His arms and the (four) quarters in His ears, heavenin His crown, clouds 
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in His looks, the air in His nostrils, the sun in His eyes and fire in His mouth.(26) He further 
witnessed the Vedas in the speech of the Supreme Person. Varuna (the god of water) in His 
palate, the interdictory as well as the injunctive part of the sacred texts in His eyebrows, the 
day and the night in (the two rows of) His eyelashes, and Anger in His forehead and Greed 
precisely in His lips. (27) And He saw Love in His tactile sense, O protector of men, water in 
His generative fluid and Unrighteousness in His back, sacrificial activity in His strides, Death 
in His shadow and Maya (creative energy) in His laughter and the (innumerable) species of 
herbs and annual plants in the hair on His body. (28) The hero (Bali) beheld rivers in His 
arteries, rocks in His nails, Brahma (the birthless) in His intellect, hosts of gods (presiding 
over the Indriyas) as well as Rsis in His Indriyas and all created beings—(both) immobile 
and mobile—in His person. (29) 
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Observing this universe in the all-sustaining (person of the) Lord, all the demons were 

seized with fear, O dear one! His (well-known) discus, Sudarsana, possessing an effulgence 
(the sight of) which was unbearable, and the (famous) Sarnga bow (made of horn and), of 
thunder-like twangs, His conch, Paficajanya (by name), which roared like thunder, Kaumodaki, 
the mighty mace of Lord Visnu, His sword, Vidyadhara (also known by the name of 
Nandaka), pairing with (the shield called) Satacandra (so-called because it is adorned with 
a hundred studs resplendent as the moon) and the two excellent quivers containing an 
inexhaustible stock of arrows, and His chief attendants with Sunanda as their head, 
accompanied by the guardians of the (various) worlds, waited on the Lord all (ina living form). 
With adiadem, armlets anda pair of alligator-shaped ear-rings glistening (on His person) and 
adorned with (the mark of) Srivatsa (a white curl of hair on His bosom) and the Kaustubha 
gem (the foremost of all jewels), and encircled by a girdle, clad in yellow and decked with a 
wreath of sylvan flowers hovered about by a swarm of black bees, the Lord of wide strides 
shone brightly, O king ! With a single stride He measured the earth, which (entirely) belonged 
to Bali, and covered the sky (aerial region) with His person (trunk) and the (four) quarters with 
His arms. (30—33) To Him as He took a second stride heaven proved of no account (covering 
only a negligible part of His stride), so that indeed not an atom (of space) was left for a third. 
(For,) extending higher and higher, the foot of the Cosmic Person presently reached beyond 
Maharloka and Janaloka as well as beyond Tapoloka (as far as Satyaloka, the realm of 
Brahma). (34) 
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Thus ends the twentieth discourse entitled "A vision of the Cosmic Form (of the 
Lord)", in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhaga vata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Observing the Lord's foot as having reached Satyaloka, Brahma (the 
lotus-born), who was (how) encircled by (the lustre of) the moon-like nails (of that foot) and 
whose (very) realm was eclipsed by them, went forth to greet the foot. So did Marici and the 
other seers, lifelong celibates (like the celestial sage Narada) and Yogis (united with the Lord 
through perception of identity), headed by Sanandana, O ruler among men, (deities 
presiding over) the (four) Vedas as well as the (four) Upavedas,* the (twelve) Yamas t¢(forms 
of self-discipline) along with the (twelve) Niyamas (religious vows), (the science of) logic, 
Itinasas (works on history such as the Ramayana of Valmiki and the Mahabharata), the (six) 
Vedangas (classes of works regarded as auxiliary to the Vedas and designed to aid in the 
correct pronunciation and interpretation of the text and the right employment of the Mantras 
in ceremonials), the (eighteen) Puranas and Samhitas (methodically arranged collections of 
sacred texts or verses, such as the Paficaratra-Samhita, Brahma-Samhita, Sdta-Samhita 
and Garga-Samhita) and whoever else had their impurities in the shape of Karma burnt up 
with the fire of wisdom kindled by the breeze of Yoga (contemplation on God), and bowed 
to that foot, by virtue of whose contemplation they had ascended to the realm of Brahma (the 
self-born), (which is) not accessible through rituals.(1-2) Now Brahma of unsullied fame 
offered water as an act of worship to the upraised foot of Lord Visnu, from the lotus at whose 
navel he had himself emerged; and having duly worshipped the foot (in other ways too), he 
sang His praises with devotion. (3) That water poured from the water-pot of Brahma (the 
creator) came to be the (holy) Ganga (the heavenly river) because of its being hallowed by 
washing the aforesaid foot of Lord Visnu (of wide strides), O ruler of men. Falling through the 
heavens, the stream purifies (all) the three worlds (through which it courses) as the Lord's 
untarnished fame does.(4) Full of great reverence, Brahma and other guardians of the 
(various) worlds along with their followers offered worship to their own Ruler—who had (now) 
contracted His dimensions (once more resumed Hfs diminutive form)—with water (to wash 
His hands and feet, rinse His mouth, and bathe Him with), presents (of various kinds), 
fragrant wreaths of flowers, ethereal perfumes and sandalpaste etc., to daub His person 
with, incense (of various kinds), lights, parched grains of paddy, unbroken rice, fruits and 
sprouts, songs of praise and shouts of victory marked by the glory of His power, dances and 
music—both instrumental and vocal—and the sound of conchs and kettledrums. (5—7) 
Jambavan, the king of the bears’, who ran swift as thought, actually proclaimed (while 
running) by (repeated) sounds of drum in all the (four) quarters the triumph (of Lord Vamana), 
(which was) marked with great festivity. (8) Enraged at finding the whole earth, which was 
till now in the possession of their master—who had taken a solemn undertaking to perform 
a sacrifice (and to abstain in consequence from all forms of violence till the end of the 


* A class of writings subordinate to the Vedas, viz., Ayurveda or the science of medicine, Dhanurveda or the military 
science, Gandharvaveda or the science of music and Sthapatyaveda or the science of architecture which are attached in order 
to Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvaveda. 

+ & ¢ Fora list of the Yamas and Niyamas vide translation of IV. xxii. 24. 

$He is the same Jambavan who subsequently figured so prominently in the expedition of Sri Rama against Lanka in the 
Treta age and also unwittingly fought with Sri Krsna in the Dwapara age—vide X.55 of Srimad Bhagavata. 
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sacrifice)— snatched away (from him) by recourse to a deceitful prayer for three paces of 
land, the Asuras said (to one another):— (9) "He is certainly not a begging Brahmana but 
Visnu (himself), the foremost of (all) conjurers, who—concealed (as he is) under the guise 
of a Brahmana—seeks to accomplish the purpose of the gods. (10) By this fellow, (who is 
no other than) an enemy disguised as a Brahmana boy, stands wrested, under pretext of 
begging, everything belonging to our master (king Bali), who has relinquished (all forms of) 
violence by reason of his sacrificial activity. (1 1) Falsehood is not possible for our master, 
who is ever vowed to truthfulness, particularly so long as he is consecrated for sacrificial 
activity, (nay,) who is devoted to the Brahmanas and full of compassion (to all). (12) 
Therefore, it is our sacred duty and a (distinct) service to our lord to kill this fellow." Saying 
so, the Asuras forming the retinue of Bali took up (their) arms.(13) Their anger having been 
roused, they all ran forward, Sila (an ancient spear-like steel weapon) and Pattiga (a kind 
of sharp-edged spear) in hand, to strike the divine Dwarf, even though Bali did not desire it, 
O Pariksit ! (14) Seeing those Daitya generals attacking the divine Dwarf, the attendants of 
Lord Visnu heartily laughed and stopped them, their weapons uplifted (to meet their 
onslaught). (15) Nanda and Sunanda, Jaya, Vijaya, Prabala, Bala, Kumuda and Kumudaksa, 
Viswaksena, Garuda (the ruler of the feathered kingdom), Jayanta and Srutadeva, 
Puspadanta and Satvata, each possessing the strength of ten thousand elephants—they 
all proceeded to extirpate the Asura army. (16-17) Finding his own people being slain by 
the attendants of Lord Visnu (the supreme Person), and recollecting the imprecation 
pronounced by the sage Kavya (Sukracarya), Bali stopped them (in the following words), 
enraged as they were:—(18) "O Vipracitti, Hullo Rahu, O Neri, listen to my word. (Pray,) do 
not make war, but retreat; (for) the present time is not conducive to our advantage. (19) No 
individual is able to prevail through (personal) prowess, O Daityas, over Him (the Time-Spirit) 
who is capable of bringing joy and sorrow to all created beings. (20) The same Lord who was 
formerly favourable to our growth and conducive to the decline of the gods (lit., the denizens 
of heaven), is proving the reverse of that (i.e., favourable to the growth of the divinities and 
conducive to our decline).(21) Indeed no created being can override the Time-Spirit through 
physical strength, (expert) coungellors, (a penetrating) intellect, fortifications, spells and 
medicines and through conciliation and other expedients. (22) These attendants of Hari were 
actually routed by you several times when you were fostered by fate. Having conquered us 
in battle, the very same people are roaring today. (23) We shall utterly vanquish them if fate 
turns out to be propitious (again). Therefore, await a time which may redound to our 
advantage. (24) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing the (aforesaid) speech of their master (Bali), the Daitya 
and Danava generals, beaten by the attendants of Lord Visnu, withdrew to the nether world, 
O king ! (25) Thereupon Garuda (the ruler of the feathered kingdom), son of Tarksya (the 
sage Kasyapa), knowing (as he did) the intention of his Master, bound Bali with cords of 
Varuna (the god of water) on the day fixed for extracting the juice of the Soma plant in the 
course of that sacrificial performance. (26) On Bali (the lord of the Asuras) being taken 
prisoner by the all-powerful Lord Visnu, there was a loud wailing on earth and in heaven as 
well as in all the (four) quarters. (27) The divine Dwarf (then) spoke (as follows) to Bali, of 
wide renown, who had (in this way) lost his fortune and was bound with the cords of Varuna, 
yet whose presence of mind was unshaken, O protector ofhuman beings ! (28) "Three paces 
of land were alienated by you in My favour, O Asura. In two strides the whole earth (including 
heaven) has been covered: (now) show Me ground for the third. (29) The entire extent of this 
earth, which the sun warms with its rays, (nay,) which the moon along with the lunarmansions 
illuminates and which the god of rain pours showers upon, was yOurs. (30) In one footstep 
has been covered by Me (the whole of) the terrestrial region; the sky (the aerial region) as 
well as the (four) quarters, by My body (because the land granted by you must include space 
enough to allow My whole body to standon it) and the celestial region, in the second footstep. 
In this way before your (very) eyes whatever was yours has been occupied by My all- 
pervading Self. (31) A place is (accordingly) decreed in the infernal region for you, who have 
failed to give what was promised by you. For this reason as well as because you have been 
recommended (for it) by your preceptor (too), enter you the infernal region.(32) His 
aspirations (for happiness here) fall to the ground, and heaven remains a far cry for him; (on 
the other hand,) he descends into hell, who plays a petitioner false by failing to give the 
promised gift. (33) | too have (likewise) been deceived by you—proud as you were of being 
rich—with the words "I shall give (you the desired land)." Therefore, reap the fruit of uttering 
a falsehood in the shape of damnation for some years. (34) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse entitled "Bali put in bonds", bearing on the story of the 
descent of the divine Dwart, in Book Eight of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramaharnsa-Samnita. 
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$17 $uka resumed : Thus subjected to contumely by the Lord, O Pariksit, Ball, the demon 
chief—who remained unagitatedin mind, even though the Lord tried to unnerve him (in order 
to demonstrate to the world his strength of resolution and thereby enhance his reputation)— 
gave the following calm reply. (1) 
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Bali submitted : O illustrious One, if You consider the vow made by me to be untrue, O 
hief of the gods, | shall (presently) justify it, inasmuch as it was not intended to deceive You. 
ray, place Your third footstep on my head (which is certainly more valuable than my 
ossessions taken together). (2) Fallen as | (already) am from my position (sovereignty of 
1e three worlds), | am not so very afraid of damnation nor of being bound with cords nor 
again) of a calamity which cannot be easily got rid of, much less of a financial crisis, (nay,) 
ot (even) of punishment at Your hands, as of being called ignoble. (3) | regard, as most 
\udable for persons, punishment inflicted by the most worthy, (which is a blessing in 
isguise and) which as a matter of fact no mother, father, brother or friends can mete out.(4) 
isguised as an enemy, you are indeed the greatest benefactor to us, Asuras—You, who 
ave vouchsafed vision in the shape of a fall (from power) to us, (who were) blinded with 
‘rogance from manifold causes, and by nursing (a feeling of) deep-rooted enmity towards 
hom many an Asura has actually attained perfection (in the form of final beatitude), which 
ily those possessed of exclusive devotion could attain. (5-6) By You as such of manifold 
tivity have | been taken prisoner and bound with the cords of Varuna (the god of water). 
et | feel neither much ashamed nor afflicted (thereby). (7) My grandfather, Prahrada, who 
esteemed by Your devotees and whose reputation as a pious soul is manifest, was 
ibjected to a variety of tortures by his own father (Hiranyakasipu), Your (sworn) enemy, 
nly) because he was devoted to You. (8) "What purpose of a mortal will be served through 
is body, which will ultimately abandon him? What will be gained (by him) through robbers 
issing under the name of kinsfolk and carrying away his wealth? What object (of his) will 
? accomplished through a wife either, who is instrumental in bringing him transmigration, 
1d what useful purpose of his will be served through houses? In (love for) these is involved 
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(mere) waste of one's lifetime." (9) Having concluded thus, the aforesaid Prahrada (my 
grandfather); an exalted soul possessed of unfathomable wisdom and the foremost of the 
virtuous, took shelter in Your lotus-feet— which are eternal and have no fear from any quarter 
(whatsoever), eventhough You destroyed his own kinsmen (the demons)—afraid as he was 
of (the company of) worldly people. (10) And | too have been brought to Your presence by 
(a propitious) fate, even though You pose as my enemy, and have been forcibly robbed of 
my fortune; for a man whose understanding has been rendered obtuse by wealth does not 
recognize this life, which is (always) within easy reach of Death, as uncertain.(11) 
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Sri Suka continued: While he was thus speaking, Prahrada, the beloved of the Lord, 
appeared (there), O chief of the Kurus, as the moon above the horizon. (12) Indrasena (Bali) 
observed Prahrada (his own grand-father)—tall and handsome, though dark as collyrium, 
clad in yellow, with eyes big as (a pair of) lotuses and pretty long arms, and shining brightly 
with (his native) glory. (13) Bound with the cords of Varuna, Bali could not offer due worship 
to him as he used to do before. He (simply) bowed with his head (bent low), his eyes 
confounded with tears (brought by the thought of the insolent language used by him with 
reference to the-Lord), and remained with his head hung down evidently with shame. (14) 
Seeing the Lord (who is the Protector of the virtuous) sitting there and waited upon by His 
attendants, Sunanda, Nanda and others, the high-minded Prahrada was overwhelmed with 
tears and a thrill (of joy). He approached Him with "head bent low and bowed with his head 
placed on the ground. (15) 
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Prahrada submitted: It was by You alone that this exalted position of Indra (the lord of 
paradise) was conferred (on him as a reward for the ViSwajit sacrifice performed by him to 
propitiate You) and it has likewise been taken away by You today. (In other words You have 
only accepted what was Yours). | consider that alone (which You have been pleased to do) 
to be good (for him). Indeed a great favour has been done to him in that he has been deprived 
of (his) fortune, which is (so) instrumental in infatuating the soul. (16) Who can truly perceive 
the essential nature of his self despite such wealth, under the influence of which even a 
learned and self-controlled man falls a prey to delusion. Hail to that Lordin You, the Lord who 
has His abode in water, the undisputed Ruler of the universe and the Witness of all the 
worlds.(17) 
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Sri Suka went on: Within the hearing, O king, of the aforesaid Prahrada, who stood with 
joined palms, the glorious Brahma (who had at the beginning of creation emerged froma 
golden egg) proceeded to speak to Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Madhu). (18) (But 
before he opened his lips) the virtuous wife of Bali (Vindhyavali by name), who was 
overwhelmed with fear to see her husband bound, submitted (as follows) to Lord Vamana 
(the youngest Brother of Indra), with joined palms and a drooping face, bending low in 


supplication. (19) 
fARATAT OCA 
sls gq form ga A ere g aa Bleraioae Sat ae 
we: sera fret sneeha emigaeaeatftradarer: 1201 


Vindhyavali prayed : This universe consisting of three spheres (heaven, earth and the 
intermediate region) has been created by You for the purpose of Your diversion. Over such 
a universe (which is Your plaything), however, others (like Bali) of perverse understanding, 
who have cast (all) shame to the winds and in whom the notion of their being free agents 
has been planted by You (through Your Maya), recognize their proprietorship (right to 
alienate it), O Lord ! (But, as a matter of fact, when there is nothing which they can rightfully 
Call their own), what can they offer (as a gift) to You, the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer 


(of the universe)? (20) 
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Brahma submitted : O Creator of living beings, O Inner Controller (and Protector) of 
(those) created beings, O god (even) of gods, O Cosmic Being, (pray,) release this demon, 
who has been stripped of everything; (as such) he no longer deserves punishment (in the 
form of bondage). (21) The entire globe has been gifted by him to You, as well as the worlds 
(heaven and the aerial region) that were acquired (by him) in virtue of his (meritorious) 
actions. (Further) all that he owned, nay, his (very) self (body) has been offered to You with 
an unflinching mind.(22) Having given away with an unwincing mind (all) the three worlds to 
You—by pouring (mere) water at whose feet with a guileless intellect and offering harmless 
worship even with sprouts of panic grass one can attain even the highest goal (final beatitude 
or residence in Your divine realm)—how can he reap affliction? (23) 
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The glorious Lord replied : | take away the fortune (and power etc.) of whomsoever | 
show My grace to, O Brahma! For, intoxicated with wealth (and power etc.) a person 
becomes stiff (with pride) and disregards the world and (even) Myself. (24) Passing through 
diverse wombs (states of existence) according to its actions, this Jivatma (individual soul), 
dependent as it is, seldom attains to the human state.(25) On the part of him (however) in 
whom pride does not appear in consequence of pedigree, (meritorious) actions, youth, 
comeliness of form, learning, power, affluence and so on, this (absence of pride) should be 
regarded as (a token of) My grace (andin that exceptional case | am not reduced to the painful 
necessity of stripping him of his possessions). (26) Of course, one devoted to Me does not 
get infatuated in spite of (his) high birth and so on, which are not only conducive to pride and 
vanity but are in everyway opposed to (the attainment of) all forms of blessedness. (27) This 
Bali, the leader of the Danavas and Daityas and the promoter of their glory, has (already) 
conquered My invincible Maya (deluding potency). (That is why) though in distress, he does 
not feel perplexed: (28) Though impoverished and fallen from his position, (nay,) reproached 
and tied down by his enemies, forsaken by his kinsfolk (who have fled to Rasatala*) and 
subjected to (bodily) torture (by being tied down), and though twitted and cursed by his 
preceptor (Sukracarya), this demon of firm resolve did not abandon truth (retract 
his promise). (Even) when taught Dharma (righteousness) by recourse to ambiguous 
expressions by Me, he would not give up righteousness, truthful as he is. (29-30) He has 
been all but sent to My (divine) realm, difficult of access even to gods. (But before he is sent 
there) he will be Indra (the Lord of paradise) under My protection during the Manvantara 
presided over by (the Manu called) Savarni (because he wished to enjoy the position of 
Indra). (31) Till then let him occupy (rule over) the (subterranean) region of Sutala, whose 
(artificial) beauty has been enhanced by Vi$wakarma (the architect of heaven). Agonies and 
ailments, fatigue; drowsiness, mortification and troubles (of various kinds) will never 
overtake the denizens of that region due to My (gracious) look. (32) Indrasena, O great king, 
may good betide you; surrounded by (your) kinsfolk, go to Sutala, which is worthy of being 
sought after (even) by gods. (33) Not even the guardians of the (various) worlds, much less 
others, will (be able to) overpower you. (And) My discus (Sudarsana) will put an end to the 
Daityas that may violate your commands.(34) | shall protect from all dangers you as well 
as your followers and possessions (too). (Nay,) you will ever find Me present there, O heroic 


* Vide verse 25 of Discourse XX! above. 
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king ! (85) Any demoniac idea suggesting itself to you there due to the company of Danavas and 
Daityas will be undoubtedly checked at once at the sight of My glory and die out. (36) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse entitled "A dialogue between king 
Bali and Lord Vamana",comprised in the story of the descent 
of the divine Dwarf, in Book Eight of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


ISS 
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Discourse XxXIll 
Freed from bondage, Bali enters the region of Sutala 


YS FAI 
saad Wea Wiad Terqurarshacaeaaa: | 
Tgeieaaaecpoam weet wee firma? | 
Sri Suka resumed : To Lord Visnu (the most ancient Person in the disguise of a dwarf), 
who had spoken thus, the magnanimous Bali, who was esteemed by all pious souls, 


submitted with joined palms and ina faltering voice (as follows), his eyes dimmed with drops 
of tears and his throat choked (with emotion). (1) 


wet SONATE Fa: AAEM: «wont «= aarfea: | 
7 Siireeaqatsmaasaistia: RC 


Bali said : Oh, a (mere) sincere effort made to bow low (at Your feet) is (found) intent 
on (capable of) securing (even to people like me, who can never claim to be Your devotees) 
the boon sought for by devotees that have sought You (for protection). For by that (very) 
endeavour has been vouchsafed to a vile demon (full of Rajas like me)that (unique) favour 
of Yours which was never obtained before (even) by the guardians of the (various) worlds 
and (other) gods (who are eminently Sattvika by nature). (2) 

ae Fara 
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Sri Suka continued : Having spoken thus and bowed low to Sri Hari (disguised as a 
dwarf) and then to Brahma (the creator) along with Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), 
Bali, who was (now) free (from bondage) and full of delight, got ready to retire to Sutala (the 
third region below the earth), accompanied by the (other) demons (too). (3) Having thus 
restored (the kingdom of) heaven to Indra and fulfilled the desire of Aditi (Indra's mother as 


well as His own), the Lord ruled over the (whole) universe (as a younger brother and protector 
of Indra). (4) Seeing his grandson, Bali, who maintained the thread of his line, free from all 
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bondage and a recipient of the Lord's grace, Prahrada, who was steeped in Devotion, spoke 
(to the Lord) as follows. (5) 
ele JAF 
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Prahrada submitted : To think that You, whose feet are adored even by those (Brahma, 
Siva and others) that deserve the adoration of the universe, should play the governor * of a 
fort to us demons ! Neither Brahma (the creator) nor Sri (Your divine Spouse) nor (even) Lord 
Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) has (ever) won such (unique) grace; how, then, could 
those others (Indra and so on) do so? (6) (It is) by virtue of (their) addiction to the honey of 
Your lotus-feet (that guardians of the various worlds such as) Brahma and others enjoy 
opulence and powers (of various kinds), O Lord affording shelter to all ! (Such being the 
case,) we areata loss to understand wherefore we, those born of a wicked race and following 
evil ways should have been made the recipients of Your gracious look (kindness). (7) Oh, 
in Your case—who have released the (different) worlds through the sportful activity of Your 
inconceivable creative energy, are omniscient, nay, the (very) Self of all and (therefore) 
regard all with the same eye—a discriminating disposition, in the sense that You are fond of 
Your devotees (alone), isa wonderful gesture. (But) You (only) exhibit (thereby) the essential 
characteristic of a wish-yielding tree (which fulfils the desire of only those who betake 
themselves to it and cannot therefore be justly accused of partiality). (8) 


ae 
ae Wee We A vee qaeeai dea: wae adit qe! ¢ | 
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The glorious Lord replied : Prahrada dear, may all be well with you ! Depart to 
(the subterranean region of) Sutala and, rejoicing (there) with your grandson (Bali), bring 
delight to your kinsfolk.(9) You will always behold Me stationed there, mace in hand; (and) 
you will have your ignorance (the root of all Karma) wiped out by the infinite joy induced by 
My sight. (10) 


MY FATA 
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Sri Suka went on: Accepting the Lord's commandin the word'A men, and bowing down 


to Him with joined palms, O Pariksit, Prahrada of sinless mind, the generalissimo of all the 
Asura forces, walked round the most ancient Person (as a mark of reverence) and, permitted 


* Vide verse 35 of Discourse XXII supra. 
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by Him, withdrew to the subterranean world along with Bali. (11-12) Thereupon Lord Visnu 
(who takes away the sins of His devotees and) who has His abode in water, O king, spoke 
(as follows) to the sage Usana (Sukracarya, the preceptor of Bali), sitting near at hand in the 
midst of (other) priests in the assembly of seers (exponents of the Veda):— (13) "O (holy) 
Brahmana, (please) accomplish whatever has been left incomplete by your disciple while 
performing the ritual (sacrifice). (For) whatever is found lacking in rituals is made up (even) 
when noticed by a Brahmana (and much more when it is actually completed by a 
Brahmana).” (14) 
Uh saa 
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Sukra replied: How could there be any defect in the sacrificial performance of one by 
whom You, the Prompter of (all) actions and the Lord (the Bestower of the fruit) of sacrifices, 
nay, the deity presiding over sacrifices, have been propitiated with all his substance (in all 
devotion)? (15) The very chanting of Your Name neutralizes all defects relating to (the correct 
intonation of) Mantras (sacred texts employed in a sacrifice), procedure, time and place (of 
sacrifices) as well as those relating to (the qualifications of) the priests (officiating at the 
sacrifice or receiving gifts on that occasion) or the material (or money) used. (16) Neverthe- 
less, since it is You who aré saying so, O infinite Lord, | shall do Your bidding. (For) to obey 
Your command—this constitutes the highest good of men. (17) 


se sara 
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Sri Suka continued : Gladly accepting in these words the behest of Sri Hari, the glorious 
sage USsana with the help of other Brahmana sages accomplished what was wanting in the 
sacrificial performance of Bali. (18) Having thus begged the earth (as well as heaven), that 
had been usurped by his enemies (the demons), Lord Sri Hari, disguised as a dwarf, gave 
them (back) to His (elder) brother, the mighty Indra. (19) For the gratification of the sage 
Kasyapa and Aditi (his wife) as well as for the welfare of all created beings Brahma, the lord 
of Prajapatis, together with the gods, seers, manes and the Manus (the protector of the earth) 
as well as with Daksa, Bhrgu, Angira and others, the sage Sanatkumara and Lord Siva (the 
Source of the universe) made the divine Dwarf the (suzerain) Lord of (all) the worlds and their 


guardians.(20-21) (Nay,) for the prosperity of all he further made Lord Vamana (the younger 
Brother of Indra), the custodian of the Vedas as well as of all the gods, of righteousness, 
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wealth and fame,of (all) blessings and sacred vows, nay, of heaven and final beatitude (too), 
capable as He was to protect them (all). On that occasion all created being rejoiced much, 
O protector of human beings ! (22-23) Then, permitted by Brahma (the creator), Indra along 
with the (other) guardians of the (different) worlds placed the divine Dwarf before him and 
actually took Him in a heavenly car to heaven.(24) Having recovered (the sovereignty of) all 
the three worlds, Indra, whose fear was (now) gone, protected as he was by the arms of Lord 
Vamana (his younger Brother), was invested with supreme glory and rejoiced. (25) Brahma, 
Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) and Sanatkumara, sages headed by Bhrgu, O 
protector of men, the manes and all (other) created beings, the Siddhas and whatever (other) 
heavenly beings (moving about in aerial cars) there were, (all) returned each to his own 
sphere, celebrating the aforesaid extraordinary and most wonderful deed of Lord Visnu, and 
extolled Aditi (as well). (26-27) - 

aaa «Wad: SO See aR age 121 
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All the story of Lord Visnu of wide strides, which takes away the sins of those who 

listen to it, has been narrated to you, O delight of your race ! (28) The mortal who 
presumes to describe the fullest extent of the glory of Lord Visnu (who took long strides as 
aforementioned) must as well (be said to) have counted the particles of dust of the (entire) 
globe (which is impossible). Can any mortal (already) born or going to be born (hereafter) 
reach the end of the glory of that perfect Person?—so says the seer Vasistha. (29) 
Whosoever hears (or recites or remembers) this story of the descent (as Vamana) of Sri Hari, 
the god of gods, of marvellous deeds attains the highest (divine) state. (30) In the course of 
whatever religious performance, intended to propitiate the gods, the manes or any human 
being (such as one's own preceptor) this story will be repeatedly recited by the performers, 
the wise declare that performance of theirs as well-executed. (31) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse, comprised in the story of 
the descent of the divine Dwarf, in Book Eight of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIV 


The story of the descent of the divine Fish recounted 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : O divine sage, | (now) wish to hear (from your lips) the 
Story of the (very) first descent of Sri Hari—whose exploits are marvellous (indeed)—in which 
He appeared and behaved as a fish by His wonderful creative energy.(1) Be pleased to 
tell us precisely the reason why, like one subject to (the wheel of) Karma, the almighty 
Lord assumed the form of a fish—(so) detested in the world, because of its being 
(predominantly) Tamasika by nature and (therefore so) fierce(lit., difficult to resist)—and 
everything connected with that descent, O venerable sage. (For) the stories of Lord Visnu 
of excellent renown are conducive to the happiness of the worlds. (2-3) 
Yd sag 
samt faa wa wean: | sara ahd famines aa ALI ¥ | 


‘ Sita resumed : Requested thus by Pariksit (protege of Lord Visnu manifested in the 
form of SriKrsna*)the all- knowing sage Suka (the son of Vedavyasa, nicknamed Badarayana, 
so-called because he has his abode in a grove of jujube trees) recounted (as follows) the 
deeds of Lord Visnu, performed by Him as manifested in the form of a fish. (4) 
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Sri Suka resumed : The alrgighty Lord actually assumes (various) forms (only) when 
seeking the protection of cows, the Brahmanas, the gods and the righteous and the Vedas 
too, as well as of righteousness and whatever (else) is worth seeking (in the world).(5) 
(Though) functioning in (all) creatures, high and low, (as their Inner Controller), the Lord, like 
the air, does not acquire a high or low status occasioned by the modes of Prakrti, because 
of His being devoid of the (three) Gunas. (6) At the end of the previous Kalpa (covering aday 
of Brahma or a thousand revolutions of the four Yugas) there came about an occasional 
dissolution of the universe consequent on Brahma's retiring to bed (at the end of the day's 
work). At that time (all) the (three) worlds including the earth were washed away by the ocean, 
OQ protector of men ! (7) The powerful (demon) Hayagriva (so-called because of his having 
the head of a horse), who was near by, stole away (by dint of Yoga or concentration of mind) 
the Vedas, which (while being unconsciously repeated by him) had (automatically) escaped 
(as usual) from the mouths of Brahma (the creator), who was inclined to go to bed, overcome 
as he was by sleep under the influence of time (the close of the day). (8) Perceiving that action 
of Hayagriva, the Danava chief, the almighty Lord Sri Hari assumed the form of a fish. (9) 
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In that (very) Kalpa (the Kalpa that had just ended) there was a certain royal sage, 
Satyavrata by name, an exalted soul devoted to Lord Narayana. He was practising 
austerities, subsisting on water (alone). (10) That very king who was called Satyavrata (in 
the previous Kalpa) was known as Sraddhadeva, son of Vivaswan (the sun-god) in the 
present Kalpa and was exalted to the position of Manu by Sri Hari. (11) One day an unknown 
fish appeared in the water held in the hollow of the palms of Satyavrata, who was offering 
handfuls of water (to the manes) on the bank of the Krtamala river (in South India). (12) 
Satyavrata, who ruled over the Dravida territory, proceeded to drop along with the water the 
fish (as well) contained in the hollow of his palms into the water of the river, O scion of Bharata! (13)The 
fish most pitifully said to that monarch, highly compassionate as he was, "Wherefore do you 
throw me in the water of this river, O king who are se kind to the afflicted, helpless as | am 
and afraid (too) of aquatic creatures that kill their own species? (14) Not knowing the Lord, 
who had lovingly assumed the form of a fish in order to shower His grace on himself, 
Satyavrata made up his mind to protect the fish. (15) On hearing the very pitiful appeal of the 
fish, the said merciful king (lit., the ruler of the earth) put it in the water of the vessel (he had 
brought with him) and took it to his hermitage.(16) Growing in that Kamandalu (a water-pot 
made of wood or the shell of a cocoanut) in the course of a single night, however, and not 
finding (enough) space for itself in it, the fish actually said to the king as follows:—(17) "| am 
not able to live in this Kamandalu (even) with difficulty. (Therefore, kindly) find (for me) a 
sufficiently extensive abode, in which | may comfortably live." (18) Removing it from the 
Kamandalu, he placed it in the water of a pitcher. (Even when) thrown into it, the fish grew 
to asize of three cubits in the course of less than an hour (and said:—) (19) "(Even) this water- 
jar is not sufficient for me to live in at ease, O king! (Therefore, kindly) let me have spacious 
accommodation, since | have sought you as my refuge. (20) Having been removed from the 
water-jar, the fish was thrown by the king into a good (extensive) pond, O Pariksit! The same 
fish (however, instantly) grew to be a monstrous fish and covered the (whole) lake with its 
body. (21) (The fish said:) "The water of this lake (too), O king, is not to my comfort. 
(Therefore, please) put me in a (large and deep) lake containing (an) inexhaustible (store of) 
water with adequate arrangements for my sustenance during the transit."(22) Thus spoken 
to, the king took the fish by turns to a number of lakes of inexhaustible water (each 
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Succeeding one being larger than the previous one); but, finding it equal in size to each (such) 
lake, (eventually) transferred it to the ocean. (23) While being led (into the ocean), the fish 
spoke to him as follows: "Mighty alligators and other (aquatic) creatures in this ocean may 
eat me, O valiant monarch! You should not (therefore) leave me here."(24) 
G fate an aadiqiame a VSAM, ATI ATEAL 1 2 | 
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Thus deluded by the fish, that spoke (such) charming words, the king said (to it): “Who 
are You, bewitching us (as You do) in the form of a (gigantic) whale (25) No aquatic creature 
possessed of such (wonderful) power as You has (ever) been seen or (even) heard of by us— 
You, who have grown in a day large enough to cover the whole lake, eight hundred miles in 
extent.(26) You are undoubtedly the immortal Lord Narayana Himself, the Destroyer of sins, 
who have assumed the form of aquatics (whales) in order to shower Your grace on (all) 
created beings. (27) Hail to You, O supreme Person, controlling the (cosmic) functions of 
creation, maintenance and dissolution! You are the true Self as well as the goal of us, Your 
devotees, that have sought You (for protection). (28) (Although, generally speaking,) all Your 
sportful descents are conducive to the welfare of (all) living beings, | wish to know (in 
particular) the purpose for which this form (of a whale) has been assumed by You. (29) Itis 
not futile to take shelter under Your feet, O lotus-eyed Lord, as it is to approach the feet of 
those who are identified with the body, You being the disinterested friend, nay, the beloved 
Self ofall, (as is evident from the fact that) You have revealed Your wonderful form to us, Your 


devotees. (30) c 
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Sri Suka continued : To king Satyavrata, who had spoken thus, the Lord of the 

universe—who desired to sport in the ocean for the dissolution of the universe at the end of 
the Kalpa (which was imminent) and had accordingly assumed the form of a fish, (nay,) who 
sought to do a good turn to the king, fond to He is of those exclusively devoted to Him—said 


(as follows). (31) 
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The glorious Lord said : "On the seventh day following this day, O subduer of foes, (alll) 
these three worlds—Bhuloka (the terrestrial region), the Bhuvarloka (the aerial region) and 
heaven—will be submerged in the ocean rising for the dissolution of the universe. (32) When 
the three worlds are actually going to be submerged in the deluge water, a mysterious and 
spacious boat, sent by Me, will approach you. (33) Take (with you) in the meanwhile all the 
herbs and annual plants as well as seeds of all types (both great and small) and, surrounded 
by the seven seers, and accompanied by all (varieties of) animals, you shall board that 
commodious vessel and sail about undaunted in that undivided expanse of water devoid of 
light, guided by the effulgence of the Rsis alone. (34-35) Attach that vessel—tossed about 
by a mighty gale—by means of the great serpent (Vasuki) to My horn as | shall be present 
by your side (at that time). (36) Pulling you, boat and all, along with the (seven) seers, | shall 
roam about in the vast expanse of water as long as the night of Brahma (which is of the same 
duration as his day) lasts, O king!" (37) And (at that time) you will (come to) realize My glory— 
designated by the name of Para Brahma (the transcendent Reality)—revealed by Me in your 
heart through (answer to) your questions, though (actually) imparted by My grace. (38) 

semifesa Tar ditveneiaa | asada a are a eater ssa 13e! 
eS CU TROT Tse: See: | sere et: ret fare aeerah: xo! 
qa: GYR sac: Waa: Pe wei ada vemeddiie:  wnerad «2 
waa  Taaest SSS ATTA aTaTEe fassuerarsfireted: 1x21 
wars: set We sas Ha a 4 a: Geereenefan a feared 1x31 
Asa UW wMerdraeniai vay at st faq: xvi 
faa ad apg aan etn quiacune Wa Aq ISH 

Having thus instructed the king (Satyavrata), Sri Hari disappeared; (while) the former 
awaited the time which Lord Visnu (the Controller of our senses) had already told him*. (39) 
Spreading (on the ground) blades of (the sacred) KuSa grass with their ends pointing towards 
the east, the royal sage sat down with his face turned towards the north-east, contemplating 
on the feet of Lord Sri Hari disguised as the divine Fish. (40) Then was the ocean clearly seen 
rising high on account of huge clouds pouring down (heavy) rain and (consequently) 
overflowing its limits and inundating the earth on all sides.(41) Revolving in his mind the 
command of the Lord, the king perceived the vessel arrived (by his side). Taking the herbs 
and plants (collected by him), he boarded it along with the great sages. (42) The sages 
lovingly said to him, "Meditate on Lord Visnu (the Ruler of Brahma and Lord Siva as well), 
O (good) king! He will surely deliver us from this calamity and bring happiness (to us)." (43) 
Thought of uninterruptedly by the king, the Lord then appeared in that vast expanse of water 
in the form of a golden (effulgent) whale, possessed of a horn and extending over an area 
of one lakh Yojanas (or eight lakh miles).(44) Fastening the boat to the horn of the divine 
whale with the king of serpents for a rope, as already enjoined by Sri Hari, king Satyavrata, 
full of joy, hymned (in the following words) Lord Visnu (the Slayer of the demon Madhu). (45) 
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* Vide verse 32 above. 
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The king prayed : People whose true knowledge of their own self stands obscured by 
dateless ignorance and who are exhausted by the toils (and turmoils) of worldly existence, 
traceable to that nescience, realize You here (only) when they take shelter in You by Your 
unaccountable grace. Such as You are, may You act as our highest preceptor and prove to 
be the Bestower of final beatitude (on us). (46) This ignorant Jiva (human soul), bound (as 
itis) by its own (previous) Karma, performs actions with great pains in the hope of (attaining) 
happiness and is able to get rid of that hope as well as of its wrong notion (in the shape of 
identification with body etc.), through Your worship (alone). May that Lord, who is our (true) 
guide, snap our knot (of ignorance) existing in the heart.(47) Through His worship (alone) can 
an embodied soul shake off its impurity in the shape of ignorance and regain its essential 
(blissful) character, (even) as silver and gold* shed their impurity and regain their native 
brilliance through contact with fire (alone). May that immortal Lord, who is (even) higher than 
a Guru, be our (real) preceptor. (48) Gods, preceptors and other people joined together 
cannot by themselves show to a worshipper grace which is equivalent to one out of ten 
thousand parts of His. It is that almighty Lord in You whom | seek as my refuge.(49) An. 
Jnenlightened soul chosen as a preceptor in relation to an ignorant person is of the same 
vorth as a sightless person appointed as a guide in relation to another blind man. By us 
however), who are eager to know the truth relating to the Self, You have been elected as 
ur preceptor—You who are not only self-illumined like the sun but also impart light to all the 
enses of perception.(50) A worldly soul (that is subject to birth and death) imparts to another 
inwise counsel (Showing him the way to worldly riches and gratification of the senses alone), 
y (following) which he is sure to enter darkness (in the shape of transmigration or what is 
till worse, viz., hell) which is hard to Overcome. You, however, impart (to the Jiva) 

ndecaying and unfailing wisdom (knowledge of the Self), through which the Jiva easily 
2alizes its essential (blissful) character.(51) Indeed to the whole world You are the 
isinterested friend, beloved and inner Controller, the (very)Self, the teacher, wisdom and 
1¢ realization of (all) desired objects. Yet, having deep-rooted desires and possessed of an 
ndiscerning intellect, the world does not know You, though present in the heart (itself).(52) 
uch as You are, | approach You—the almighty Lord, adorable (even) to gods, and worthy 


“The Sruti tells us that the tears shed by Rudra (the god of destruction, so-called because he cried as soon as he 
peared—vide |. iii. B—10) were converted into gold and silver: 
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of being sought for (by all)—for instruction. (Kindly, therefore,) cut asunder, O Lord, with 
Your words throwing light on the (highest) truth, the knots (in the shape of egotism and so 
on) existing in the heart and reveal Your own Self (to me).(53) 
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Sri Suka went on : Sporting in that vast expanse of water in the form of a whale, Lord 
Visnu (the most ancient Person) taught the (highest) truth to the king, when he had thus 
prayed. (54) He (further) revealed to the royal sage Satyavrata in its entirety the mystery of 
His own Self in the form of a divine collection of Pauranika lore (called Matsyapurana), (a 
book) dealing with Sankhya philosophy (which teaches us how to differentiate between 
Prakrti and Purusa (Matter and Spirit), Yoga (union with the Lord through Devotion) and 
rituals.(55) Seated on board the vessel with the (seven) seers, the king listened to the 
discourse on the truth of the Self, (which is the same as) the eternal Brahma (the Infinite), 
delivered by the Lord (in the form of the divine Fish), so (attentively) as to leave no doubt (in 
his mind).(56) Having (already) killed the demon Hayagriva (and recovered the Vedas), He 
restored the Vedas to Brahma (the creator) when the latter rose (from his slumber) at the end 
of the Pralaya (dissolution) that (immediately) preceded the current Kalpa (known as the 
Sweta-Varaha Kalpa).(57) The same king Satyavrata, who was (thus) endued (both) with 
spiritual knowledge (as derived from the scriptures) and wisdom (Self-Realization) by the 
grace of Lord Visnu, figured in the present Kalpa as the Vaivaswata Manu (so-called because 
he was born asa son of the sun-god, and was also known by the name of Sraddhadeva).(58) 
A man is (surely) rid of (all) sin by hearing this great story consisting of the (foregoing) 
dialogue between the royal sage Satyavrata and Lord Visnu (the Wielder of a bow made of 
horn), disguised as a fish through His creative energy. (59) He who recites from day to day 
the story of that which is spoken of as the descent of Sri Hari in the form of a whale attains 
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(after death) to the.supreme state (final beatitude) and (all) his desired objects are (surely) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse entitled "The story of the Descent of 
the divine Fish recounted" in Book Eight of the great and glorious 
Bhaga vata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramaharnsa- 
Samhita, composed by the sage Vedavyasa, and 


consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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Srimad Bhagavata-Mahapurana 
Book Nine 


Discourse | 
The story of King Sudyumna, son of Vaivaswata Manu 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : The accounts of all the (six) Manvantaras (divisions of 
a Kalpa or day of Brahma, presided over by a Manu), as well as of the heroic deeds 
performed in them by Sri Hari of unlimited prowess have been heard by me as told by you.(1) 
| have (further) heard from you that the same royal sage, Satyavrata by name, the (then) ruler 
of the Dravida territory (in South India), who attained spiritual enlightenment through 
devotion to Sri Hari (the supreme Person) at the end of the previous Kalpa was, born as 
(Sraddhadeva) a son of Vivaswan (the sun-god) and became Manu (in the present 
Manvantara). The names of his sons, Ikswaku and other kings, told by you, have also been 
heard. (2-3) To us, who are indeed ever eager to hear you, Oholy Brahmana, (pray,) narrate 
their line as well as the doings of those belonging to that line, O highly blessed one ! (4) 
(Kindly) recount to us the deeds of valour of all those kings of sacred renown—those who 
have gone by, those who will follow and those who are ruling at present. (5) 
Yd Sara 
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Sita resumed : Thus requested by King Pariksit in that assembly of (great) exponents 

of the Vedas, the divine Suka, who was well-versed in the cult of Devotion (the highest 
religion of mankind), proceeded to speak (as follows). (6) 
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Sri Suka began again : Hear an account of the posterity of (Vaivaswata) Manu in its 
important aspects, O chastiser of foes! It cannot be narrated in extenso even in the course 
of hundreds of years. (7) During the period of (final) dissolution Lord Narayana (the supreme 
Person) alone, the inner Controller and Sustainer of (all) created beings (high and low), 
represented this universe; nothing else existed (at that time). (8) From His navel sprang up 
the calyx of a golden lotus and in that calyx, O great king, appeared the four-faced Brahma 
(the self-born). (9) From the latter's mind came forth Marici and from (the loins of ) Marici, 
again, appeared the sage Kasyapa. And of Kasyapa by Aditi, a daughter of Daksa, was born 
a son, Vivaswan (the sun-god). (10) Of the latter by his wife, Sarnjfia, O scion of Bharata, 
was born Sraddhadeva, the Manu (presiding over the current Manvantara); and through (his 
wife) Sraddha, the high-minded King Sraddhadeva begot ten sons—Ikswaku, Nrga, Saryati, 

Dista, Dhrsta, Karusaka, Narisyanta, Prsadhra, Nabhaga and Kavi. (11-12) 
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In the beginning (before Ikswaku and others were born) the glorious and powerful sage 
Vasistha (the preceptor of the solar race), it is said, conducted a sacrifice in propitiation of 
the gods Mitra and Varuna” for the sake of a son to the Manu, who was (yet) issueless. (13) 
During that sacrificial performance the Manu's wife, Sraddha, who was subsisting on milk 
alone, approached the priest invoking the gods and reciting the Rgveda and, falling prostrate 
defore him, humbly requested him to conduct the sacrifice in such a way as to ensure the 
birth of a daughter. (14) On the oblation to be pouredinto the sacred fire having been taken 
in the hand (for being thrown), the Brahmana officiating as the Hota, who was thinking (ail 
the time of the request made by the queen) and repeating the mystic word 'Vasat’, propitiated 


the fire with a fully controlled mind by means of that oblation, as directed by the 
Adhwaryu.(15) Due to the aforesaid deviation made by the Hota the offspring turned out to 


* The Sruti recommends the performance of a sacrifice in honour of the gods Mitra and Varuna for those desiring to ave 
a son in the following words -— ‘Haraevhfate qaiq qaas:'! 
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be a daughter, who was named as Ila. Not much pleased at heart so see her, the Manu 
submitted (as follows) to his preceptor (the sage Vasistha) :—(16) "O glorious sage, how has 
this ritual conducted by you, exponents of the Veda, yielded such a contrary result ? Oh, what 
a pity ! Such a reversal of the fruit of the Vedic Mantras should not have taken place. (17) 
You are (all) well-versed in the (proper use of ) the Mantras and (thoroughly) disciplined and 
have (all) your impurities burnt by austerities. How (then) could this frustration of your 
purpose be expected as untruth in gods (which is impossible) ?" (18) On hearing this question 
of Vaivaswata Manu the glorious sage Vasistha (the grandfather of my grandfather*) came 
to know of the deviation made by the Hota and replied (as follows) to Sraddhadeva (son of 
the sun-god). (19) "This frustration of you purpose has been brought about by the contrary 
intention of the Hota. Yet by virtue of my own spiritual glory | shall confer on you the privilege 
of having a good (male) progeny.” (20) Thus resolved, O king, the glorious sage (Vasistha) 
of extraordinary fame, extolled Lord Visnu (the most ancient Person) with the desire of 
transforming lla into a male child. (21) Pleased with him, the almighty Lord Sri Hari bestowed 
on the sage Vasistha the desired boon (of manhood for Ila). (And) thereby Ila (the daughter 
of Vaivaswata Manu) became Sudyumna, the foremost of men. (22) 
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Taking up a charming bow and most wonderful arrows and protected by an armour, and 
surrounded (accompanied) by a few followers, the hero (Sudyumna) rode a hunting on one 
occasion, O great king, through a forest on (the back of) a horse of the Saindhava breed 
(peculiar to Sindha) and proceeded in pursuit of a game in a northerly direction. (23-24) The 
aforesaid prince, itis said, entered a forest at the foot of Mount Meru, where Lord Rudra was 
carrying on (amorous) sports with (His divine Spouse) Goddess Uma (Parvati). (25) The 
moment Sudyumna, the slayer of hostile warriors, made his way into that forest, he found 
himself (turned into) a woman and his horse (into) a mare, O protector of human beings. (26) 
Similarly all his followers felt disconcerted to see the transformation of their sex, and stared 
at one another. (27 

(27) , 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : How could there be a land possessed of such a 
(wonderful) potency (of changing the sex of an individual as soon as one entered it) and by 
whom was it rendered such O worshipful sage? (Kindly) answer fully this question (of ours); 
(for) great is our curiosity (about it). (28) 


* The pedigree of the sage Suka has been clearly delineated in the following well-known couplet in praise of 
Vedavyasa :— 
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"I bow to that storehouse of asceticism, the sinless Vedavyasa, the great grandson of the sage Vasistha, grandson of Sakti 
(Vasistha's son), son of Paragara (son of Sakti) and father of Suka." 
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Sri Suka continued : Once upon a time sages of sacred vows repaired to that land 
(of llavrta) in order to see Lord Siva (who ordinarily lives on Mount Kailasa), driving away 
darkness as well as (all other) light from the quarters (by their superior splendour). (29) Much 
abashed to see them, Goddess Parvati (the Mother of the universe), who was uncovered 
(at that time) sprang immediately from the lap of Her Consort (Lord Siva) and put on Her 
raiment at once. (30) Observing the fond union of the (divine) Couple, engaged in (amorous) 
sports, the sages too withdrew from that forest and proceeded to the hermitage of (the divine 
sages) Nara and Narayana (which is altogether free even from such outward display of 
sexuality, the very sight of which is tabooed in the eyes of celibates and ascetics). (31) 
Thereupon, in His eagerness to please His beloved in Spouse (who was greatly disturbed 
in mind by having been seen in dishabille by other males), Lord Siva uttered the following 
(words):—"Whatever male enters this reserve shall (forthwith) become a woman." (32) From 
that time onward indeed males shun that forest. Sudyumna, for his part, who was (now) 
transformed into a (young) woman, roamed about from forest to forest in the company of her 
attendants (also likewise transformed). (33) Perceiving that excellent young woman 
roaming in the precincts of his hermitage, surrounded (accompanied) by (other young) 
women, the glorious god Budha (son of the moon-god, presiding over the planet of the same 
name, now known as Mercury) conceived a passion for her. (34) That pretty damsel (of 
charming brows) also (in her turn) coveted the said son of King Soma for her husband. (And) 
he begot a son, (known as) PurUrava through her. (35) Having thus attained the form of a 
woman, King Sudyumna, son of Vaivaswata Manu, remembered the sage Vasistha, the 
preceptor of his race: so have we heard. (36) (Thought of by her and instantly appearing in 
person before her by dint of Yoga,) the sage was sore oppressed with pity to see that 
(changed) condition of Sudyumna and desiring the latter's (restoration to) manhood, 


(mentally) approached (prayed to) Lord Sankara. (37) Pleased with the sage (Vasistha) and 
in order to secure his gratification and (at the same time) to justify (maintain the truth of) 
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His utterance*, the Lord (Sankara) spoke as follows, O protector of the people:—(38) 
"Sudyumna, bornin the family of your proteges (the solar race) shall be amale forone month 
and a female during another (by turns). Let him protect the earth with pleasure according to 
this arrangement." (39) Having regained manhood, the object of his desire, (of course 
subject to this condition) by the grace of his preceptor, Sudyumna protected the earth (as 
its ruler). (Since, however, he remained in hiding out of shame every other month,) the people 
did not approve of him. (40) Three sons—Utkala, Gaya and Vimala—were born to him, O 
Pariksit ! They became rulers of the southern region (the Deccan) and were (great) lovers 
of virtue. (41) Then, in the ripeness of time King Sudyumna, the ruler of Pratisthana (the 
modern Jhusi, a town situated near the confluence of the holy Ganga and Yamuna, on the 
left bank of the Ganga, opposite to Allahabad) retired to the forest, relinquishing (the 
sovereignty of) the earth in favour of his son Purtrava (begotten by Budha through his 
feminine form). (42) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story of Ila, in Book 
Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SSESSH 
PIERS 


aia fedtaiseara: 


Discourse Il 


The posterity of Kariisa and other four sons of Vaivaswata Manu 
aye Fara 
wa Tse We waa: gigemee aga we wre 
aaisaraqierrens = eR TL! BARTS WAC ATG SAT! 
Gag Aa: Ga Wet Yeo Ha: eT TT aa Tat Shreaa: | 3 | 
wea wife ag ander fr adit car We sera stare asa x | 
Wai WE SHAM A BRT WAT ae Had eT oetshrga FI & | 
wemes oat setigm «ffi saaera ae: Re: EEA! «| 
ares genset ffeereede: | Resa get stat ce of aA © | 
TI BSN: Oa | Staaf eat ay agp fer gfe: 1c | 
a mem gered: Hares: 17 ae: PERS HAUT Alaa |< | 
Wa WAR USN yee Haale: | sea ad ae seta Ae 1g01 
aa oaaft | wate | isms waht Ta Moe UTE GA: 1221 
faqnag: Ure dameisofae: aged ede AAAI: 1821 
SAMA WAGE: Balled: fee eat | Tereratercepia: 1231 
want ad Tel ap qeaghera agent sa wm ot WP: gel 


* Vide verse 32 above. 
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Sri Suka resumed : On his (only) son, Sudyumna, having thus left (for the forest), 
Vaivaswata Manu, desirous of (getting) a son, practised asceticism on the banks of the 
Yamuna for a hundred years. (1) Then the (said) Manu worshipped the almighty Lord Sri Hari 
for the sake of progeny and got (in consequence of that worship) ten sons, resembling 
himself, the eldest being Ikswaku. (2) (Of these,) the Manu's son, Prsadhra, however, who 
had been made a cowherd by his preceptor (the sage Vasistha), tended cows at night, full 
of vigilance and keeping awake as a rule in a standing posture, sword in hand. (3) On one 
occasion at night, while it was raining, a tiger entered the cowpen and the cows, that were 
(all) resting, started up and, full of panic, ran about in the pen. (4) The powerful beast seized 
one (of them) and, stricken with fear, the cow uttered a piercing cry. Hearing that scream of 
the cow, Prsadhra, itis said, rushed forth with impetuosity, taking his sword, and unwittingly 
cut off the head of the red-brown cow, mistaking it for the tiger, in that dark night (when the 
stars had totally disappeared due to clouds). (5-6) The tiger too, that had been struck with 
the end of the sword and had one of its ears severed, escaped from that place in extreme 
fear, dropping blood on the way. (7) Prsadhra, the slayer of hostile warriors, who believed 
the tiger to be dead, was filled with grief when he saw at the close of night the cow killed by 
himself. (8) On him, even though he had unintentionally committed the sin (of slaying 2 cow 
and ought to have in the ordinary course been asked to undergo an expiatory rite), the sage 
Vasistha (the preceptor of his race) uttered the following curse:—"Due to this (sinful act) you 
shall no longer remain (even) a vile Ksatriya, but shall become a Sidra (outright)." (9) Cursed 
by his preceptor in these words, the hero (Prsadhra) silently accepted the imprecation with 
joined palms and, remaining a lifelong celibate, observed a vow of (strict) continence, which 
is (so) dear to ascetics. (10) Friendly and alike to all created beings, he exclusively fixed his 
mind through devotion on the supreme Lord Vasudeva, the universal Spirit, (who is) free 
from all blemish. (11) Having entirely given up attachment (to all sorts of enjoyments) and 
fully controlled his senses, nay, having no possession worth the name (beyond the bare 
necessaries of life) and maintaining his body by means of food etc., got by chance, he fixed 
his mind on the Self, and roamed about on this earth, tranquil of mind, sated through wisdom 
and fully composed though presenting the appearance of a stupid, blind or deaf fellow. (12-13) 
Conducting himself in this manner and withdrawing to a forest (one day), Prsadhra (who had 
taken a vow of strict silence) saw a wild fire raging. (Entering it,) he allowed his body to be 
consumed by it and attained oneness with the transcendent Absolute. (14) 
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Kavi, the youngest (son of Vaivaswata Manu), who was free from (all) craving for the 
pleasures of sense, quitted his kingship as well as his kinsfolk while tender of age; and, 


installing in his mind on the self-effulgent supreme Person, he retired into the forest and 
entered the Supreme. (15) From Kartsa, (another) son of Vaivaswata Manu, the families of 
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the Ksatriyas known as the KarUsas took their descent. Devoted to the Brahmanas and 
(themselves great) lovers of righteousness, they became rulers of the northern regions. (16) 
From Dhrsta sprang up the Ksatriya clan called the Dharstas, who attained Brahmanhood 
on (this very) earth (during their lifetime). Nrga's son was Sumati and Sumati's son was 
Bhitajyoti and from (the loins of) Bhitajyoti Vasu was born. (17) From (the loins of) Vasu 
sprang up Pratika and Pratika's son was Oghavan, who was the father of (ason of the same 
name,) Oghavan. A daughter (too), Oghavati by name, was born of Oghavan. (A certain) 
Sudargana married her. (18) Citrasena sprang up from (the loins of) Narisyanta and Daksa 
was the son of Citrasena. The son of Daksa was (one) Midhvan, of whom Kurca was born; 
and Indrasena was the son of Kiirea. (19) (Again,) Vitihotra was born of Indrasena, whose 
son was Satyasrava. Urusrava was the son of Satyasrava and Devadatta was born of 
Urugrava. (20) From (the loins of) Devadatta sprang up a son Agnivesya (by name), who 
was no other than the glorious Agni (the god of fire). It was he who came to be known 
(afterwards) as the great seer Kanina or JatUkarya. (21) From Agnivesya originated the 
race of the Brahmanas called the Agnivegyayanas (scions of Agnivesya), O protector of men! 
The posterity of Narisyanta has (thus) been told; now hear (an account) of the line of 
Dista.(22) 
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Dista's son Nabhaga, who is other than the one going to be mentioned hereafter, was 
degraded to the position of a Vaisya on the ground of his pursuits (such as agriculture etc.). 
His son was Bhalandana, of whom Vatsapriti was born. (23) Vatsapriti's son was Prarnsu; 
the learned remember his son as Pramati. Of Pramati Khanitra was born; from (the loins of) 
Khanitra sprang up Caksusa and from Caksusa, Vivirngati. (24) VivimSati's son was 
Rambha. whosé son was the virtuous Khaninetra. (And) Karandhama, O great king, was 
the son of the last-named, O protector of human beings. (25) His son was Aviksit, whose son, 
Marutta, became an emperor—the same Marutta whom the great Yogi Sarhvarta, son of the 
sage Angira, helped to perform a sacrifice . (26) No sacrificial performance of anyone else 
was so grand as that of Marutta. Every utensil etc., was actually of gold and whatever else 
there was in his sacrifice was commendable. (27) (In that sacrifice) Indra (the ruler of the 
gods) felt inebriated by (draughts of) the Soma juice and the Brahmanas were sated with gifts 
of money. The (forty-nine) Maruts (wind-gods) performed the duty of serving up food (to the 
invitees), while (the class of gods known as) the Viswedevas (actually) took part in the 
deliberations of the assemblies. (28) 
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Dama was the son of Marutta and Rajyavardhana, of the former. Sudhrti was born as the 
son of Rajyavardhana and the son of Sudhrti was Nara, (also) called Saudhrteya (son of 
Sudhrti). (29) His son was Kevala, of whom Bandhuman was born; and from (the loins of) 
the latter sprang up Vegavan. His son was Bandhu, of whom (the famous) King Trnabindu 
was born. (30) A heavenly damsel, Alambusa, the foremost of celestial nymphs, chose for 
her husband Trnabindu, who was a repository of qualities worth acquiring. From their union 
were born a number of sons as well as a girl. Idavida (by name). (31) Through her the sage 
Visrava begot a son in the person of the god Kubera (the lord and bestower of riches) after 
receiving the highest knowledge (of the Self or of Brahma) from his father, the sage Pulastya 
(a mind-born son of Brahma and a master of Yoga). (32) Visala, Smyabandhu and 
Dhumraketu were the sons of Trnabindu, (Of these,) ViSala, who became a king and 
continued the ancestral line, built the (famous) city of Vaisali. (3) Hemacandra was the 
son of Visala and Dhimraksa, the son of Hemacandra. (And) of Dhumraksa's son, 
Samyama, was born Krsaswa alongwith (his younger brother) Devaja. (34) From (the loins 
of) Krs@$wa sprang up Somadatta, who, having propitiated the supreme Person the Lord 
(Bestower of the fruit) of sacrifices, through (a number of) horse-sacrifices and depending 
on the Lord (the Master of all Yogas), attained the highest goal (viz., the divine state). (35) 
Sumatiwas the son of Somadatta and Sumati's son was Janamejaya. These were the kings 
born in the line of Visala, who preserved the glory of Trnabindu. (36) 


Thus ends the second discourse, in Book Nine of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa Samhita. 
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$n Suka resumed : King Saryati, another son of Vaivaswata Manu, they say, was a 
master of the (highest) Truth, forming the subject-matter of the Vedas. It was he who 
authoritatively advised the ritualistic course of the second day at the sacrifice performed by 
the scions ofthe sage Angira. (1) His daughter, Sukanya by name, had eyes beautiful as 
a pair of lotuses. Gone to the forest (one day) with that girl indeed, he happened to visit the 
hermitage of the sage Cyavana. (2) (While) remarking the trees in a grove (of the hermitage), 
surrounded (accompanied) by her girl companions, she perceived in the hole of an ant-hill 
a pair of bright things like two fire-flies. (3) Impelled by destiny, the girl in her childish 
innocence actually pricked the two bright things with a thorn and (lo!) a good deal of blood 
flowed from them. (4) That very moment there ensued on this side the obstruction of stool 
and urine among the troops (that had escorted the king to that place). Astonished to discover 
this (phenomenon) the roval sage spoke to his men (as follows):—(5) "Has any injury been 
wrought by you to the sage Cyavana (son of Bhrgu) ? Obviously his hermitage has been 
profaned by someone amongst us." (6) Seized with fear, Sukanya (Saryati's daughter) 
submitted to her father, "Something (wrong) has been done by me. Ignorant as | was, two 
bright things have certainly been pierced by me with a thorn." (7) Fear having been roused 
in him, on hearing that report (confession of his daughter), King Saryati gradually propitiated 
the sage buried underneath an ant-hill. (8) Coming to know (from the drift of the sage's talk) 
of the latter's mind, the king gave away (the hand of ) his daughter to the sage. Saved from 
the scrape (thereby), he asked leave of the sage and returned to his capital more cautious 
than before. (9) 
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Having obtained the most irascible sage Cyavana for her husband, Princess Sukanya, 
who had come to know his mind, and was (very) careful (too), tried to please him with her 
services. (10) After the lapse of some time hence, the two Aswinikumaras (the celestial 
physicians) called at his hermitage. Receiving them with respect, the sage submitted, 
“Capable as you are, (pray) bestow youth on me. (11) | shall bear you both a cup of that juice, 
éven though (| know) you are not entitled to a potation of the Soma juice ina sacrifice. Be 
pleased (therefore) to make my age and exterior such as may be coveted by young 
women."(12) Gladly accepting his prayer with the word "Amen" the two foremost physicians 
(of the gods) said to the Brahmana (the sage Cyavana) "Plunge you into this pool created 
by the Siddhas." (13) Cyavana, whose body was stricken with old age and who was covered 
all over with (protuberant) veins, (nay) who was forbidding on account of his wrinkles and 
grey hair, was made to enter the pool by the twin Aswinikumaras, after they had spoken in 
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these words. (14) (Presently) there emerged (from the pool) three very lovely males of like 
appearance, Captivating to women, adorned with wreaths of lotuses and ear-rings (of gold) 
and finely dressed. (15) Finding them possessed of similar forms and a lustre resembling 
that of the sun, and failing to recognize her husband, that virtuous lady (Sukanya) of 
charming limbs sought the two Aswins as her refuge (invoked their help in distinguishing 
her husband by stariding apart). (16) Pleased with her vow of fidelity, the two gods showed 
to her her husband and, asking leave of the sage, returned by their aerial car to heaven. (17) 
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Intending to perform a sacrifice, King Saryati visited the hermitage of the sage Cyavana 
(once more) some time afterwards and saw by the side of her daughter (Sukanya) a male 
possessing the effulgence of the sun. (18) When she bowed at his feet, the king, who was 
not much pleased at heart as it were (to see her) and did not pronounce (on her in return 
for her salutation) his benedictions either, reproached his daughter (in the following pungent 
words):—(19) "Whatis it that you intended to achieve, O vile lass (by this unworthy behaviour 
of yours)? Your husband, a sage adored by the (whole) world, has been betrayed by you in 
that, having deserted him, stricken as he is with old age and (therefore) not liked by you, you 
wait upon this vagabond as a lover! (20) How has your reason embraceda wrong conclusion 
in that bereft of (all) shame, you (have taken it into your head to) harbour a paramour ? This 
is indeed a stain on your family, O girl of noble pedigree ! (By this reprehensible conduct of 
yours) you will (surely) hurl the family of your father as well as that of your husband into 
hell."(21) To the father, who was talking in this strain, that girl of innocent smiles smilingly 
replied, "Dear father, he is (no other than) your son-in-law, the delight of the sage 
Bhrgu."(22) She (then) related to her father the whole story—the way in which her husband 


had regained his youth and acquired a charming appearance. Astonished and supremely 
gratified (at this), the king (lovingly) hugged his daughter. (23) 
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The sage Cyavana (then) enabled the heroic king (Saryati) to propitiate the Lord through 

a Soma sacrifice and by dint of his ascetic power bore a cup of the Soma juice to the two 
Aswinikumaras, even though they were not entitled to drink it. (24) Full of indignation, Indra 
(who gets enraged in no time) took up his thunderbolt to kill the sage. (But) Cyavana (sen 
of the sage Bhrgu) paralyzed the arm of Indra, holding the thunderbolt. (25) From that time 
forward all (the gods and others) consented to a cup of the Soma juice being given to the 
two Aswins, who being physicians had heretofore been precluded from a share in the 
offerings of Soma juice. (26) 
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Uttanabarhi, Anarta and Bhirisena—these were the three sons of Saryati; from (the loins 
of) Anarta sprang up Revata. (27) Having built a city called Kusasthali (Dwaraka), inthe heart 
of the ocean, and ensconced init, the latter ruled the Anarta (the modern Gujarat) and other 
territories, O subduer of enemies ! (28) A hundred excellent sons, of whom Kakudmi was the 
eldest, were born of Revata. Taking his daughter, Revati (with him) Kakudmi went to 
Brahmaloka (the highest heaven), which is uncovered by the sheaths of Rajas (passion) and 
Tamas (ignorance), in order to ask Brahma (the highest ruler of this material world) about 

a (suitable) match for the girl. As (however) music was going on (there), Kakudm1 failed to 
get an opportune moment (to broach the matter) and tarried a while. (29-30) At the end of 
the performance he bowed low to Brahma (the first created being) and spoke out his mind 
(to the latter). Hearing his submission, the glorious Brahma (the creator) heartily laughed and 
spoke to him as follows:—(31) "Oh, (dear) king, whoever might have been thought of (by you 
when you placed your foot here) have (all) been swept off by Time. We hear no more even 
of the races of their sons, grandsons and great grandsons. (32) Time computed at (the figure 
of) thrice nine (twenty-seven) revolutions of (all) the four Yugas (Satya, Treta, Dwapara and 
Kali) has (since) rolled by. Therefore, go; there is (now) the mighty Baladeva, a part 
manifestation of the supreme Deity. (33) Give away this jewel of a girl, O Kakudmi, to that 
jewel among men. For removing the burden of the earth, the almighty Lord, the Protector of 
created beings, the very hearing and chanting of whose glories and names is sanctifying, 
has (Himself) descended (on earth) alongwith His (aforesaid) part manifestation (Lord 
Balarama)." Thus instructed by and bowing to Brahma (the birthless one), the king 
(Kakudmi) returned to his capital (Kusasthali), deserted (already) for fear of Yaksas by his 
brothers, staying here and there (in various quarters). (34-35) Giving away his daughter 
(Revati) of faultless limbs to the powerful Balarama, the king retired to the hermitage of the 
(divine) sage Narayana, known by the name of Badarikagrama, in order to practise 
austerities. (36) 


Thus ends the third discourse, in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse IV 


The stories of Nabhaga and King Ambarisa 
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SriSukaresumed : Asonof Nabhaga (another son of Vaivaswata Manu) was Nabhaga, 

to whom, the youngest (of his brothers) and (most) learned—(just) returned (from the house 
of his preceptor after an unusually long period) as a religious student—his (elder) brothers 
assigned (the maintenance of their (aged) father (Nabhaga) for his share of the ancestral 
property (which they had already divided among themselves, leaving nothing for Nabhaga, 
who they thought would remain a lifelong celibate). (1) “Brothers, what have you set apart 
for me ?" (he said.) "We (hereby) allot our father to you," (they replied). (Nabhaga then 
approached his father and said,) “The elder brothers have given you as my share, O dear 
father !" "Pay no heed to their word, dear child !" (he replied). (2) "These (neighbouring) 
Brahmanas, scions of the sage Angira, are performing at present a (big) sacrifice. Coming: 
(however) to the ritualistic course for every sixth day, the wise ones commit errors in that 
course, my learned son ! (3) Teach those noble souls a couple of Suktas (hymns) in 
propitiation of (the gods called) the Viswedevas. While ascending to heaven (on the 
completion of the sacrifice) they will bestow on you (all) their wealth that may be left after 
the sacrifice. Therefore, approach them." Then he did in the same way as he was told and 
the (said) Brahmanas rose to heaven having bestowed on him whatever was left after the 
sacrifice. (4-5) 
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Coming up from the north, a certain dark-looking person (who was no other than Rudra, 

the god of destruction) said to Nabhaga while he was about to appropriate that wealth, "(All) 
this wealth left on the sacrificial grounds is mine.” (6) 
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Nabhaga (the scion of Vaivaswata Manu) thereupon returned:—"Thisis mine, (inasmuch 
as it has been) vouchsafed to me by the sages (who performed this sacrifice)." "Let our 
question be referred to your father !" (Rudra rejoined.) Nabhaga (approached and) asked his 
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father (Nabhaga) accordingly. (7) (Nabhaga said,) "At some sacrifice (performed of yore by 
Daksa a lord of created beings) the sages determined everything left on the sacrificial 
grounds as a share meant for Rudra; hence that god deserves ll that wealth."* (8) 
(Returning and) bowing low to Rudra, Nabhaga said, “The wealth left on the sacrificial 
grounds is undoubtedly yours, O lord: so says my father, O holy one ! With my head bent 
low (therefore) | pray for Your grace (apologize to You)." (9) "Since your father", (replied 
Rudra), "has spoken what is right and you too have uttered the truth, | (hereby) impart to 
you, the seer of Vedic Mantras, knowledge which is the same as the eternal Brahma (the 
Absolute). (10) (Please also) accept (for your subsistence) the wealth left after the sacrifice 
as a gift from Me." Saying so, Lord Rudra, who is (so) fond of truth, disappeared. (11) He 
whowith a fully concentrated mind reverently remembers (mentally repeats) this story (both) 
morning and evening becomes a learned man as well as a knower of (the meaning of ) Vedic 
Mantras and attains his goal (in the shape of final beatitude or God-Realization). (12) From 
(the loins of ) Nabhaga sprang up Ambarisa. an eminent devotee of the Lord and (highly) 
virtuous (too), on whom even the punishment (in the form of the magical fire known as the 
Krtya) inflicted by a Brahmana (the sage Durvasa)— a punishment that was not frustrated 
anywhere before—had no effect. (13) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : | long to hear the story of that royal sage, (so) full of 
wisdom, against whom the scourge fully released by a Brahmana—which is (so) difficult to 
avert—did not prove effectual. (14) 
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Sri Suka replied : Having inherited (the dominion of) the (entire) globe with its seven 
divisions (Dwipas) and (alongwith it) an inexhaustible store of wealth and unequalled power 
and luxuries, the highly blessed Ambarisa regarded all that as equal in value to (no more 
valuable than) objects seen in a dream—even thoughitwas most difficult to attain in the eyes 
of men (of the world—knowing as he did the perishableness of (all) wealth, through which 
man falls a prey to infatuation. (15-16) He had attained that supreme devotion io Lord 
Vasudeva and His pious devotees by virtue of which (all) this (untold) wealth was regarded 
by him as (no better than) a clod of earth. (17) He fixed his mind exclusively on the lotus-feet 
of Lord Visnu (the Enchanter of all); he employed his words (eloquence) in recounting the 
Virtues of Lord Vaikuntha, his hands in sweeping the temple of Sri Hari and so on, (and) his 
auditory sense in hearing the excellent Stories of the immortal Lord. (18) He employed his 
eyes in seeing the idols and temples of Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) and his 
tactile sense (pervading all the parts of his body) in touching the limbs of His servants 
(devotees); he devoted his olfactory sense to the fragrance of the blessed Tulasi leaves 
derived from (the contact of) His lotus-feet and his sense of taste to the food etc., offered to 
Him. (19) (Nay,) he employed his feet in repairing on foot to the tracts of land (Mathura and 
so on) consecrated to Sri Hari and his head in bowing to the feet of Lord Visnu (the Controller 
of our senses) and coveted the offerings (such as wreaths of flowers, sandal-paste, scents 
and dainties) made to the Lord not with a desire to gratify his senses (only) but with a view 
to (attaining) His service (as a token of His grace). And he did all this (merely) in order that 
attachment may be conceived (in his mind) for the servants (devotees) of Lord Visnu 
(enjoying excellent renown). (20) Thus resigning from day to day all his round of duties to 
the supreme Lord, who is above (all) sense-perception and whose worship excels all other 
sacred observances, and practising devotion to Him with his entire being, he ruled the earth, 
it is said, as instructed by Brahmanas (like the sage Vasistha) devoted to Him. (21) He 
propitiated the almighty Lord presiding over sacrifices through (a number of) horse- 
sacrifices conducted by Vasistha, Asita, Gautama and other sages in a desert land facing 
the stream of the Saraswati river—sacrifices that had all their limbs as well as sacrificial fees 
(paid to the priests and other Brahmanas) supplemented by abundant riches. (22) In his 
Sacrifices the superintending priests as well as the priests Officiating at the sacrifice and 
other men (assembled there), who were (all) richly dressed (and adorned too) and were 
gazing with unwinking eyes* (in wonder), looked alike in appearance with the gods (present 
there). (23) (Even) the celestial region, beloved of immortals, was never solicited by his men 
(much less by the king himself—), who (constantly) heard and chanted the stories of Lord 
Visnu (of excellent renown). (24) (Nay,) pleasures of sense which were not easily attainable 
even to the Siddhas (a class of demigods endowed with mystic powers from their very birth) 
did not delight the aforesaid men—who (always) perceived Lord Mukunda in their heart— 
eclipsed as_ they were by the bliss of Self-Realization (enjoyed by them). (25) Thus 
propitiating Sri Hari through the practice of Devotion coupled with asceticism, as well as 
through (the performance of) his (sacred) duties, the aforesaid king gradually gave up all 
attachments. (26) With respect to his houses, wife, children and (other) relations, excellent 
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* The gods too are believed to possess eyes which never wink. 
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elephants, chariots, horses and foot-soldiers, inexhaustible (store of) jewels, ornaments and 
weapons etc., as well as regarding his endless treasuries he developed the notion that they 
were (all) unreal. (27) Pleased with his exclusive devotion and love, Sri Hari delivered to 
him His own discus (Sudargana), the terror of His adversaries and the protector of his 
servants.(28) 
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Intending to please ( the all-enchanting) Lord Visnu, the heroic king (Ambarisa) 
undertook (in right earnest) alongwith his wife, who had a similar disposition, a vow to fast 
on every Dwadaéi (the twelfth day of either fortnight of a lunar month) for a whole year.* (29) 
On one Dwadaéi day (the day following the fast) during the month of Kartika, the king, who 
had duly fasted for three (previous) nightst and bathed in the river Kalindi (Yamuna), 
worshipped Sri Hari in the (sacred) forest of Madhuvana (on the site of which was built the 
city of Mathura later on). (0) Having bathed Lord Visnu (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva) 
according to the procedure (laid down in the scriptures) for a royal bath, requiring a rich 
variety of accessories (such as sandal-paste and flowers for scenting the water with), he 
worshipped Him with his mind absorbed in Him by offering raiment and ornaments as well 
as sandal-paste, flowers, water for washing the hands with and other articles of worship, and 
(similarly) honoured with reverence the highly blessed (devoted) Brahmanas even though 
they had (all) their objects accomplished (and thus did not seek any honour). (31-32) He 
(then) gifted so pious Brahmanas and sent to their houses sixty crores of cows endowed with 
(abundant) milk, good disposition, young age and a good appearance and accompanied by 
their calves and (necessary) appendages (which are usually given alongwith a cow, such as 
a vessel for holding milk while milking a cow) and which had their horns plated with gold and 
hoofs with silver and were covered with excellent pieces of cloth. He first gave the 
Brahmanas delicious and most excellent food to eat and, permitted by them, when they had 
received all their desired objects (such as presents of money), he set about concluding the 
fast (by taking his meal). That very moment there appeared before him an unexpected guest 
in the person of no less a personage than the glorious sage Durvasa. (33—35) 
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* Although every Vaisnava or voiary of the Lord Visnu is enjoined to fast on the eleventh day of either fortnight of each 
unar month throughout his life, Ambarisa obviously took this vow for a period of one year only and that too in Madhuvana in 
order to impress on the people the advisability of fasting on this day. 
+ Anyone observing a fast on the Ekadasi day is expected to have one meal only on the preceding as well as on the the 
lowing day and to observe a total fast, abstaining from all food and drink including water, on the Ekadaéi. It is in this sense 
1@ that King Ambarisa should be taken to have fasted on three consecutive nights. 
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(Putting off his meal,) the king honoured the newcomer by rising from his seat, offering 
a (high) seat and other articles of worship and, approaching (bowing at) the soles of his feet, 
prayed him to dine. (36) Having gladly accepted his prayer, the sage went (out) to finish his 
routine work (for midday, viz., bathing and devotions) and, fixing his mind on the Infinite, 
plunged into the sacred water of the Kalindi (fora bath). (37) Since (only) half a Muharta (or 
twenty-four minutes) was left of the twelfth day (and it was necessary to conclude the fast 
during the hours of the Dwadagi itself), Ambarisa (who knew what was right) began to 
deliberate with the Brahmanas on the question of concluding the fast in the face of such a 
moral crisis (conflict of duties). (38) (He said:) "Since there is sin in showing disrespect to 
a Brahmana (by inviting him toa dinnerin the firstinstance andthen taking one's meal before 
feeding him) and there is (also) sin in not concluding one's fast (for the Ekadagi day) within 
(the hours of) the (following) Dwadagi, pray, tell me a course of action consequent upon 
which good may betide me and sin may not touch me. (39) (Then, arriving at a conclusion 
in consultation with the Brahmanas, he said to himself,) Since to take water—so declare the 
Brahmanas—that is as good as taking food (for the purpose of breaking one's fast) and at 
the same time it is no eating, hence | shall break my fast with water. alone."* (40) Having 
thus taken water and contemplating on the immortal Lord with his mind, that royal sage 
(Ambariga) only awaited, O jewel of the Kurus, the return of the Brahmana (the sage 
Durvasa). (41) Having gone through his (midday) routine, the sage Durvasa (too) returned 
(in the meanwhile) from the bank of the Yamunaand, (even when) greeted by the king, came 
to know his act (of drinking water) by intuition. (42) With (all) his limbs shaking through rage 
and with a face (looking) curved due to a frown, the sage, who was (feeling) extremely 
hungry too, spoke (as follows) with reference to the emperor, who stood with joined palms 
(before the sage):—(43) 'Oh, look at the violation of Dharma (the principles of righteousness) 
on the part of this cruel monarch, intoxicated with fortune and lacking in devotion to Lord 
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Visnu, and looking upon himself as all-powertul, in that having invited me, arrived (at his door) 
as a newcomer, to accept his hospitality, has broken his fast without offering food to me ! 
(Turning to the king himself.) | shall forthwith show you as such the consequences (of your 
unrighteous act)." (44-45) Speaking thus and pulling a matted lock (from his head), the sage, 
who was inflamed with anger, created by means of it a female evil spirit (Krtya), akin to the 
fire seen at the time of universal dissolution, in order to get rid of Ambarisa. (46) Though 
clearly perceiving her overhead, emitting flames and rushing (toward him), sword in hand, 
making the earth quake under her feet, the emperor did not stir from his place. (47) Already* 
told off by Lord Visnu (the supreme Person), the universal Spirit, for the protection of His 
devotee (King Ambarisa), the discus (Sudarsana) burnt the aforesaid Krtya (even) as fire 
would burn an angry serpent. (48) Frightened to see over his head the discus rushing 
towards himself (after burning the Krtya) and his own endeavour (to kill Ambarisa) 
infructuous, the sage rad in his anxiety to save his life in different directions. (49) Sudargana 
(the discus of the Lord) pursued him (even) as a wild fire with its flames thrown upwards 
(by the wind) would chase a serpent. Observing the discus close upon his heels as aforesaid, 
the sage fled in his eagerness to enter a cave of Mount Meru. (50) (Flying in this way) 
Durvasa betook himself to (all) the quarters, the sky (the aerial region), (the various parts of) 
the terrestrial world, the subterranean regions, the (seven) oceans, the (different) spheres 
as well as their guardians and heaven (too). (But) Whithersoever he fled, he saw (at his back) 
in each such region the formidable Sudargana. (51) When (however) no protector was found 
by him anywhere, he got frightened at heart and, seeking an asylum, approached the 
glorious Brahma (the creator) and prayed (as follows): "O maker (of the universe), O Brahma 
(the self born), protect me from the might (in the form of the discus) of Lord Visnu (who is 


conquered by none)." (52) 
TENA 
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Brahma observed : After a period of two Parardhas, when the pastime (of the Lord in 
the shape of creation etc., of the universe) is over, my sphere alongwith (the rest of) the 
universe will surely vanish as a result of the mere contraction of brows on the part of the Lord 
in the form of the Time-Spirit, eager to burn away (all) this (objective universe). (53) Myself, 
Lord Siva (the source of the universe) and others with Daksa and Bhrgu at their head—the 
foremost of Prajapatis (lords of created beings), BhUtapatis (the lords of ghosts and other 
evil spirits) and the chief of the gods (such as Indra)—we all submissively obey His Law, 
beneficial to the (whole) world, as a burden placed on our head. (Hence we are unable to 
protect you against His wrath). (54) (Thus) refused by Brahma (the creator) and scorched 
by SudarSana (the discus of Lord Visnu), the sage Durvasa sought as his shelter Lord Siva 
(the Destroyer of the universe), who lives on Mount Kailasa. (55) 
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Sri Rudra remarked : "We have no power, O dear son, over the infinite (all-pervading) 
Supreme, in whom indeed other universes too—as vast as this—forming the body of Jivas 
(embodied souls) in the person of Brahma (the birthless creator) appear in thousands at the 
appointed time (the time of creation) and (then) cease (merge in Him at the time of final 
dissolution)—universes in which we (Brahma and Myself) are being tossed about (like tiny 
insects). (56) Myself, the sages Sanatkumara and Narada, the glorious Brahma (the 
creator), Lord Kapila, the sages Apantaratama and Devala, Dharma (the god of piety), the 
sage Asuri and other omniscient lords of Siddhas (inspired seers) headed by the sage 
Marici—we are all unable to penetrate (the veil of) His Maya (deluding potency), enveloped 
as we are by that Maya. (57-58) Since this is a weapon of that Lord of the universe and 
therefore hard to resist for us, (please) seek Him alone as Your protector. (Iam sure) Si 
Hari will bring you security." (59) Having no hope (of help from any other quarter) left, the sage 
Durvasa went from there to the Lord's (own) realm, called Vaikuntha, in which resides Lord 
Visnu (the Abode of Sri) alongwith (His divine Spouse) Sri (the goddess of fortune). (60) 
Being scorched by the fire of Sudarsana (the missile of Lord Visnu, who is conquered by 
none), the sage fell shuddering at the soles of the Lord's feet and said, "O immortal and infinite 
Lord, sought for by the righteous, O Protector of the universe, (kindly) do protect me, an 
offender (that lam). (61) An offence has been committed by me against those beloved of You, 
ignorant as | was of Your supreme glory. (Pray,) wipe off that sin, O Director (of the universe)! 
By the (very utterance of Your Name evena denizen of hell gets liberated." (62) 
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The glorious Lord said : My heart having been (completely) taken possession of by My 
pious devotees, | am really subject to the control of such devotees like one who is not self- 
dependent, O Brahmana. And | am the (only) beloved of My devotees. (63) As apart from 
My pious devotees, to whom | am the highest goal, | covet neither Myself nor Goddess Sri 
(My Consort), who is eternal (like Myself), O holy sage ! (64) How dare | forsake them who, 
having renounced (all attachments for) their wife, house, children and relations, (nay,) their 
(very) life and wealth and (their welfare in) this and the other world, have sought Me as their 
protector? (65) Pious souls who have fastened their heart on Me and look upon all with the 
same eye enthral Me by (their) devotion (even) as virtuous ladies enthral their virtuous 
husband. (66) (Feeling) sated through Devotion, they do not desire even the four types of 
final beatitude, beginning with Salokya or residence in the same heaven with the Lord (the 
other three types being Samipya or close proximity with the Lord, Sarupya or similarity of form 
with the Lord and Sayujya or absorption into the Lord), though attained (actually) through 
service rendered to Me. How (then) can they covet anything else (such as the position of 
Indra) which is subject to the ravages of Time? (67) Pious souls (devotees) are My (very) 
heart (most beloved of Me), while | am the (very) heart (the most beloved) of the righteous. 
They do not cognize anything else (dearer) than Me nor do | know in the least anyone else 
(dearer) than them. (68) | shall (however) point out to you a means of escape (from this 
calamity), O Durvasa ! (Please) hear it Seek him alone because of whom this violence 
perpetrated by you has actually (recoiled on you and thus) proved to be an act of self- 
immolation. Force employed against the righteous brings harm to the striker (himself). (69) 
Asceticism and worship (offered to a deity) are both conducive to the highest good (final 
beatitude) for Brahmanas (endowed with humility and other virtues). In the case (however) 
of a doer who is lacking in modesty, those very practices lead to contrary results (prove 
harmful). (70) Therefore, O Brahmana, may good betide you; approach King Ambarisa (the 
son of Nabhaga) and seek the forgiveness of that highly blessed soul. Then (alone) will peace 
(of mind) come (to you). (71) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse, forming part of the story of Ambarisa, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse V 
The story of Ambarisa (Concluded) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Thus directed by the Lord and scorched by His discus (Sudargana), 
Durvasa came back to Ambarisa and, full of sorrow, clasped the latter's feet. (1) Observing 
the endeavour on the part of the sage (to seek his forgiveness), Ambarisa, who was much 


ashamed at the sage's touching his feet and sore stricken with compassion, began to extol 
the aforesaid missile of Sri Hari (in the following words). (2) 
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Ambarisa prayed : You are Agni (the god of fire) and the glorious sun-god; You are 
Soma (the moon-god), the lord of the (other) luminaries (lunar mansions). You are water, 
You are the earth and the sky, the air, the (five) objects of senses (viz., sound, touch, sight, 
taste and smell) and the senses (themselves). (3) Hail to You, O Sudargana, endowed with 
a thousand spokes and beloved of the immortal Lord! O Destroyer of all (other) missiles, 
may You be propitious to the Brahmans (the sage Durvasa), O Protector of the earth ! (4) 
You are righteousness; You are truthful and polite speech as well as the faculty of regarding 
all with the same eye; You are the Deity presiding over (all) sacrificial performances as well 
as the Enjoyer of all sacrifices. You are the Protector of the worlds and the Soul of the 
universe; (nay,) You are the transcendent effulgence of the supreme Person. (5) (Altogether 
unable to glorify You,) O Sunabha (a discus with a beautiful nave), | simply address the 
exclamation "Hail" to You, the Upholder ofall virtues, a veritable fire to destroy demons given 
to unrighteousness, the protector of (all) the three worlds, possessed of purest effulgence, 
quick as thought and credited with marvellous deeds. (6) By Your splendour, consisting of 
righteousness, the darkness (obscuring the vision) of great souls is dispelled and their light 
preserved. (Nay,) this (entire) creation, (both) manifest and unmanifest, high and low, is 
illuminated by You (in the form of the sun, the moon and so on). Unfathomable is Your glory, 
O Ruler of speech ! (7) When, hurled by the Lord, who is (wholly) untainted (by ignorance 
etc.), You actually enter the force of the Daityas and the Danavas, O invincible One, You 
shine brightly in battle while unceasingly lopping off their arms, trunks, thighs, feet and 
necks. (8) As such You, O Shield of the world, have been detailed by Lord visnu (the Wielder 
of a mace) for the extermination of the wicked, capable as You are of resisting all. Therefore, 
in order to bring good-luck to our race, (kindly) grant safety to this Brahmana (the sage 
Durvasa); for that would be an act of grace to us (in that it would save us from the sin of 
being an instrument in the death of a Brahmana). (9) If gift was (ever) made (by us) ora 
sacrifice (duly) performed or our allotted duty satisfactorily performed, and if our race has 
looked upon the Brahmana as a deity, let the Brahmana be relieved of his distress (as a 
reward for such a gift, sacrifice or the due performance of a duty). (10) (Nay,) ifthe Lord, (who 
is) the one abode of all excellences, is pleased with us by virtue of our looking on all living 


Dis. 5] BOOK NINE 21 
eereeee: 


Se RSet Berar ert eee eee EER AAT EEE AREA EES EE AAA AREA LEAH ER ARR AA EAE IT 


beings as His own embodiments, let the Brahmana be rid of his trouble. (11) 
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Sri Suka continued : While the emperor (Ambarisa) was thus hymning Sudarsana, the 
said discus of Lord Visnu, which had (hitherto) been scorching the Brahmana (Durvasa) on 
all sides, cooled down at the king's entreaty. (12) Rid of the (burning) heat of the fire of the 
missile (Sudargana), Durvasa now felt relieved and applauded the emperor (in the following 
words), pronouncing the highest blessings on him. (13) 
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Durvasa observed : Ah, the glory of servants (votaries) of the infinite Lord has been 
witnessed by me today in that you, O emperor, strive for the good even of him (myself) who 
has wronged you. (14) Indeed whatis there hard to accomplish for benevolent souls and what 
is there difficult to forswear in the eyes of the high-souled, by whom Lord Sri Hari, the 
Guardian of devotees, has been lovingly installed in their heart ? (15) What could there be 
wanting on the part of servants (votaries) of that Lord of hallowed feet, through the very 
hearing of whose Name a person is rid of all impurities? (16) O king, | have been (greatly) 
favoured by you, an extremely kind-hearted soul, in that my life has been saved by you, 
overlooking my offence. (17) 
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The emperor, who had not (yet) taken his meal (ever since) in the hope of the sage's 
return, sumptuously fed him after gratifying him (in the first instance) by clasping his feet. (18) 
Sated at heart after partaking of the (rich) fare (appropriate to a guest)brought to him with 
reverence and gratifying every wish (suiting every taste), Durvasa politely said to the king, 
"(Please) take your food, (19) | am really pleased and obliged by the sight, touch and talk 
as well as by the hospitality—offered with a mind fixed on the supreme Self—of a 
(great)devotee of the Lord in you. (20) Celestial ladies will repeatedly celebrate this 
blemishless deed of yours. Nay, this earth (itself) will loudly proclaim Your most sacred 


glory." (21) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having thus acclaimed the king and asking leave of him, Durvasa, 
who was highly gratified, rose through the heavens to Brahmaloka (the region of Brahma), 
attainable (only) through disinterested action. (22) A (whole) year had elapsed before the 
sage, who had gone out (in search of a quarter to Brahmaloka and other regions), returned 
(to the capital of Ambarisa). And, longing for a sight of the sage, the king—so the tradition 
goes—subsisted on (mere) water (all these months). (23) And, when Durvasa left, the said 
Ambarisa ate the (remnant of) food that had been rendered most holy by being partaken of 
by aBrahmana (the sage Durvasa). And perceiving the evil plightand (ultimate) redemption 
of the seer (Durvasa), as well as his own firmness in remaining without any food for a whole 
year), he thought it (all) to be a glory of the Supreme. (24) Possessed of many such qualities, 
the said emperor (Ambarisa) practised devotion to Lord Vasudeva, the supreme Spirit and 
the ultimate Reality, through his multifarious duties (that stood offered to Him)—by virtue of 
which (devotion) he regarded (all) blessings including the position of Brahma (the creator) 
as (no better than so many) forms of damnation. (25) Now, leaving his kingdom to the care 
of his sons, who were (all) possessed of a disposition similar to his own, the wise Ambarisa 
retired to a forest. (And) fixing his mind on Lord Vasudeva, his own self, he (eventually) had 
his round of births and deaths brought to a close. (26) Anyone reciting and repeatedly 
musing on this aforesaid sacred story of Emperor Ambarisa bids fair to become a devotee 
of the Lord. (27) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse entitled "The story of Ambarisa," in Book 
Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 
The posterity of Ikswaku : the stories of Mandhata 
and the sage Saubhari 
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Sri Suka resumed : Virlipa, Ketuman and Sambhu were the three sons of Ambarisa. 
From (the loins of ) Virdpa (the eldest of the three) sprang up Prsadaswa and the latter's son 
was Rathitara. (1) Prayed to for progeny (to continue the thread of Rathitara's line), the 
(celebrated) sage Angira (a mind-born son of Brahma) begot through the wife of Rathitara, 
who was issueless, (a number of) sons invested with a glory resulting from the knowledge 
of the Vedas. (2) Though born of the wife of Rathitara (and therefore deserving the family 
name of Rathitaras), they actually became known as Angirasas (those sprung from the loins 
of Angira). They were (recognized as) the foremost of the Rathitaras (the other progeny of 
Rathitara and their posterity), being Brahmanas endowed with the (martial) qualities of 
Ksatriyas. (3) From the nostrils of Vaivaswata Manu, even while he was sneezing, sprang 
up a son (called) Ikswaku. Of his hundred sons, Vikuksi, Nimi and Dandaka were the 
eldest.(4) Of those (hundred sons) twenty-five became rulers (of small provinces) in the 
eastern quarter of Aryavarta (the sacred* tract of land lying between the Vindhya range and 
the Himalayas), O Pariksit, and as many (another twenty-five) in the western region; three 
(eldest, named above) in the centre, and the rest in other parts (viz,. in the north and 
south).(5) Once on the occasion of a Sraddha (a rite performed in honour of the departed 
spirits of one's deceased relations) during the Astakas (the seventh, eighth, ninth and 
thirteenth days of either fortnight of a lunar month) Ikswaku peremptorily said to his son 
(Vikuksi), "Vikuksi, go and bring (me some) flesh fit for being offered to the manes. (Please) 
do not tarry." (6) Saying "Be it so!" the heroic prince (Vikuksi) went to the forest and, having 
killed (some) animals fit for (being used in) a religious rite (Sraddha ceremony), 
thoughtlessly ate of (the flesh of) a hare (after roasting it), fatigued and hungry as he was.(7) 
He gave the rest (of the flesh) to (his father) Ikswaku; but the latter's preceptor (the sage 
Vasistha), when requested to sprinkle it with water (and thus consecrate it) said, "This has 
been contaminated (by being eaten of beforehand) and is (thus) unfit for Sraddha." (8) 
Having come to know of the aforesaid (sacrilegious) act of his son as told by his preceptor, 
the king (Iksw&ku) in an angry mood exiled from his country his son (Vikuksi), who had 
abandoned the practice of good men. (9) The king then held a talk (on the ultimate Truth) with 
the sage (Vasistha), his preceptor. As a result of such talk he became established in 
Jfianayoga (the path of knowledge or realization of one's identity with the ultimate Reality) 
and on casting off the body attained (oneness with) that which is higher than all. (10) His 
father (Ikswaku) being (now) dead, Vikuksi returned (home) and, while ruling this earth, 
propitiated Sri Hari through (a number of) sacrifices and became known as Sagada (the 
devourer of a hare). (11) His son Purafijaya (the conqueror of a city), was nicknamed as 
indravahs (the rider of Indra) andalso as Kakutstha (one who rides the hump ofa bull). (Now) 
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(In those very days) there was a conflict of the gods with the demons—a conflict which 

(all but) wiped out the (entire) creation. The hero (in the person of Purafijaya) was enlisted 
as an ally by the gods, (that had been) vanquished by the Daityas. (13) Desired (by 
Puranjaya) for the role of a mount to him, Indra assumed the form of a gigantic bull at the 
instance of Lord Visnu, the god of gods and the soul of the universe. (14) Protected by an 
armour and taking a celestial bow and sharp arrows, Purafijaya, who was eager to fight, rode 
on the back of the bull, while being praised (by the gods), and took his seat on its hump. (15) 
Invigorated by the strength of Lord Visnu, the most ancient Person and the supreme Spirit, 
he besieged with the help of the gods the city of the Daityas in the west. (16) His fight with 
the Daityas was very close and thrilling and he despatched with his arrows to (the abode of) 
Yama (all) the Daityas that encountered him on the battle-field. (17) Quitting the range of 
flight of his shafts, which was hot as the fire at the time of final dissolution, the Daityas, who 
were being (severely) struck (all the time), fled to their home (Patala). (18) Having conquered 
the town (of the Daityas), (so) full of splendour, as well as all the wealth (contained in it), 
that royal sage made it over to Indra (the wielder of the thunderbolt). It was for these reasons 
that he was called by a number of names (Indravaha, Kakutstha and Purafijaya). (19) 
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Entreated by Bhagiratha Lord Siva holds Ganga on his head 
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Krsna (B) 


Childly pranks of Lord Sri 


asandha 


The release of kings from the prison of Jar 


aad sit fagrat Sar 
Liberation of Dantavaktra and Vidiratha 


Restoration of dead sons of Devaki 


agence ferrgrert vt 
Curse for the annihilation of Yadu dynasty 


The glimpse of final departure of Lord 
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The son of Purafjaya was Anena (the sinless) and Prthu was the son of Anena. From 
(the loins of ) Prthu sprang up Vigwarandhi and Candra was born of ViSwarandhi; and 
Yuvanagwa was the son of Candra. (20) The son of Yuvanaswa was Sabasta, by whom the 
.town of Sabasti was built; while Brhadagwa was the son of Sabasta and of the former, 
Kuvalayaswa_ was born. (21) With a view to obliging the sage Utanka, the powerful 
Kuvalayaswa, surrounded (accompanied) by his twenty-one thousand sons, killed a demon; 
Dhundhu by name, and (thereby) became known as Dhundhumara (the slayer of Dhundhu). 
(Almost) all the aforesaid sons of Dhundhumara, however, were burnt up by the fire that 
issued from the mouth of Dhundhu; only three, viz., Drdhagwa, Kapilaswa and Bhadragwa 
were left (alive), O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata)! Haryaswa was the son of Drdhaswa, while 
that of Haryagwa was called Nikumbha. (2224) Barhanaswa was the son of Nikumbha; 
Krsaswa, of Barhanaswa; and Senajit was the son of Krsaswa. senajit's son was Yuvanaswa. 
Being issueless and (therefore) full of despair, the latter (however) retired to a forest 
(hermitage) alongwith his hundred wives. The sages (of that hermitage) were (very) 
compassionate by nature. Lo! with (great) concentration of mind they conducted on his behalf 
asacrifice intended to propitiate Indra (the Lord of paradise). (25-26) Feeling thirsty at night, 
the king (Yuvanaswa) entered their sacrificial hut and, finding the Brahmanas (in charge 
of the sacrifice) asleep, drank the water (that had been) consecrated with Mantras (and 
reserved for the principal queen) himself. (27) Seeing the (sacrificial) pitcher without water 
when they got up (in the early hours), Oking, the priests now enquired (of the king) whose 
work it was that the water capable of producing a male child had been quaffed. (28) Having 
presently come to know that the water had been drunk by the king (himself) as impelled 
by Providence, they offered salutation to the Almighty Lord, saying: "Oh, the power of 
destiny (alone) is (the real) strength !" (29) Then, when the time came (i. e., aftera period 
of nine months) a son, (who was) destined to be a rular of the (entire) globe, was born, 
splitting open, itis said, the right pelvic region of king Yuvanaswa. (30) When the babe cried 
much (for being suckled) and the Brahmanas anxiously inquired: "Whom will this prince 
suck?", Indra putinto the babe's mouth his index finger (dripping with nectar), saying "The 
babe will suck me (Mam Dhata); do not cry, my child !" (Hence the babe became known as 
Mandhata). (31) The father of the babe did not die by the grace of the Brahmanas and the 
gods (even though he had his pelvic region split up). (Nay,) he forthwith attained perfection 
(final beatitude) in that very hermitage through asceticism. (32) Indra for his part gave him, 
O dear Pariksit, the name of Trasaddasyu (the terror of miscreants) inasmuch as villains like 
Ravana (the demon king of Lanka, who was subsequently killed by Lord Sri Rama, born in 
that very line) were (much) afraid of him and felt (greatly) agitated (because of him). (33) 
Powerful through the might of the immortal Lord, Mandhata, son of Yuvanaswa, ruled the 
(entire) globe consisting of the seven Dwipas (main divisions) as its one supreme Lord. 
(34) Although a knower of the Self, he propitiated Lord Visnu (the Deity presiding over 
sacrifices)— who not only represents all the gods (on His person*) but embodies all and 
is above sense-perceptionby means of (a naumber of) sacrifices in which liberal Daksinas 
(or presents of money) were given (to the Brahmanas). (35) (As a matter of fact,) the material 
(to be used in a sacrificial performance), the sacred texts (uttered in the course of a 
sacrifice), the procedure (laid down for conducting it), the sacrifice (itself), the sacrificer as 
well as the priests (officiating at the sacrifice), Dharma (religious merit resulting from a virtuous 
deed), the place as well as the time of a sacrificial performance—in fact, the whole universe 
represents His body. (It was such a Lord whom Mandhata worshipped through the aforesaid 
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sacrifices). (36) The whole extent of land from the point where the sun rises to the point where 
it sets is called the territory of Mandhata, the son of Yuvanaswa. (37) 
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The emperor (Mandhata) begot through (his queen) Bindumati, the daughter of Sasabindu, 
(three sons, viz.,) Purukutsa, Ambarisa and Mucukunda, (who turned out to be) amystic. (All) 
the fifty sisters of these (princes) chose (the sage) Saubhari for their husband. (38) 
Submergedin the water of the (holy) Yamuna and practising supreme asceticism (there), the 
Brahmana (Saubhari) conceived a longing for conjugal delight on seeing the happiness of 
a leader of fish pairing with other fish of the opposite sex, and (accordingly approached and) 
asked the king (Mandhata) for a girl (in marriage). The emperor too said (in reply), "Leta girl 
be gladly taken by you in the event of your being chosen by her of her own will, O holy 
Brahmana !" (39-40) The sage (Saubhari) thought within himsel—"I have been (indirectly) 
refused by the emperor, thinking me to be unwelcome to women, knowing (as he does) that 
| am disliked by them, being old, covered with wrinkles and grey-haired with my head shaking 
(all the time). (41) | shall (therefore) make myself so perfect (faultless of limbs) as to be 
coveted even by celestial women, much more by human princesses," Thus resolved, the 
powerful sage was ushered by the chamberlain into the gynaeceum set apart for the 
princesses, which was full of luxuries (of every description), And (lo !) that one individual 
was desired by (all) the fifty princesses to be their husband. (42-43) (Nay,) there arose a 
great quarrel over him among those girls, so that casting sisterly affection to the winds, they 
said to one another, "He is fit for me and not for (any of) you," their heart being set on him.(44) 
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The said sage Saubhari (who, being a student of Rgveda, was a master of powerful 
Mantras) revelled with them everyday in mansions that were equipped with invaluable 
appendages by his inexhaustible wealth of saceticism, and which were not only crowded 
with men and women (servants and maidservants) well-decked with ornaments but were 
also full of singing birds and bees and panegyrists—as well as on the margin of lakes of 
limpid water studded with beds of Kalharas and in parks of every description, using valuable 
beds and seats, costly wearing apparel and precious jewels and taking delight in baths, 


pigments, eatables and flowers. (45-46) Observing the (luxurious) household life of 
Saubhari (even) Mandhata (the ruler of the entire globe consisting of the seven Dwipas), 
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felt (greatly) amazed and gave up (all) pride accompanying the fortune of a universal 
monarch. (47) Thus fully attached to his household life and enjoying sense-objects (of 
various kinds), Saubhari did not feel satiated with manifold delights (of sense) any more than 
a fire would with drops of clarified butter. (48) 
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On acertain occasion, while sitting (at ease), that teacher of those professing Rgveda, 
perceived his fall from asceticism, brought about by his association with the fish through the 
agency of his own mind. (49) (He said to himself,) "Ah, look at this fall of mine, a saintly ascetic 
who had observed (sacred) vows (till recently), but whose asceticism, (though) maintained 
for long, has been swept away thanks to (a moment's) close association with aquatic 
creatures under water ! (50) He who seeks liberation (from the trammels of worldly 
existence) should (therefore) eschew with one's mind, body and senses the company of 
those who have taken to a married life, and should never allow his senses to move out (in 
the midst of sense-objects). Living (all) alone (without any companion) in seclusion. He 
should concentrate his mind on the infinite Lord and betake himself (only) to pious souls 
devoted to Him, if at all company is desired. (51) was acompanionless ascetic (till recently). 
Thanks to the company of fish under water (however), | later on became fifty (as it were by 
marrying as many wives), and again (by begetting a hundred sons through each) | became 
divided into five thousand parts (in the form of as many sons). Now that my judgment has 
been obscured by infatuation etc., (the adjuncts of Maya or Prakrti) and! have begun to look 
upon the objects of senses as worth seeking, | find no limit to desires relating to the duties 
of both husband and wife. (52) Thus, staying at home for a long time, he (eventually) got 
disgusted (with it) and, having embraced the life of an anchorite, retired to the forest; and his 
wives (too), who (all) looked upon their husband as a deity, followed suit. (53) Having 
practised there severe asceticism, that emaciated his body, the sage (who had now 
mastered his self) merged his soul alongwith the sacred fires in the supreme Spirit (attained 
final beatitude in the form of oneness with the Absolute). (64) Observing the absorption of 
their husband into the supreme Spirit, O great king, his wives (too) followed him (reached the 
same goal) by virtue of his spiritual glory even as flames get extinguished with the fire that 
has cooled down (for want of fuel). (55) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, hinging on the story of Saubhari, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
The story of the King HariScandra 
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Sri Suka resumed : The foremost of the (three) sons (Purukutsa and others) of 

Mandhata, who was celebrated by the name of Ambarisa, was adopted (as a son) by his 
grandfather (Yuvanaswa) and Yauvanagwa was the son of Ambarisa. Harita was the son 
of Yauvanagwa. These (three) turned out to be the foremost of Mandhata's line (and the first 
of three branches of this line). (1) Purukutsa (the eldest of the three* sons of Mandhata) was 
taken to Rasatala (the sixth of the subterranean spheres from above) by Narmada, as 
directed by Vasuki (the king of serpents)—the same Narmada who had been given to him 
in marriage by his brothers, the serpent-demons. (2) There indeed Purukutsa (who wielded 
the power infused into him by Lord Visnu) killed (a number of) Gandharvas who (being 
enemies of the Nagas and wicked too) deserved to be slain. (In recognition of this service) 
he secured from Vasuki (the chief of the Nagas) the boon of security from the serpent race 
for those who remember this anecdote. (3) Purukutsa's son (named after his grandfathert 
was Trasaddasyu, who was the father of Anaranya. Anaranya's son was Haryaswa and of 
Haryaswa, Aruna was born; while from (the loins of ) the latter sprang up Tribandhana. (4) 
Tribandhana's son, Satyavrata, became celebrated under the name of Triganku.t Having 
got the rank of a Candala (pariah) under a curse from his father, he bodily ascended to 
heaven by virtue of the extraordinary might of the sage Vigwamitra (a scion of Kusika) and 
can be seen in the heavens (in the form of a star of that name) even to this day, having 
been forcibly stopped (in mind air) by the same seer when hurled, head downward, by the 
gods (from heaven). (5-6) 
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* Vide verse 38 of Discourse VI. 
+ It will be remembered that Mandhata, father of Purukutsa, was also given the name of Trasaddasyu by Indra—vide 
verse 33 of Discouse VI. 


+ Triganku was guilty of three offences, which tormented him like as many darts or spikes. In the first place he displeased 
his father and invited his curse by forcibly carrying away a Brahmana girl who was just being married. Secondly he killed acow 
belonging to his preceptor (the sage Vasistha) and thirdly, he ate meat without having consecrated it by sprinkling it with water. 
The Harivarhsa says:— ee 
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TriSanku's son was Hari$candra, because of whom there raged a fight, lasting for many 
years, between the sages ViSwamitra and Vasistha, who (having been mutually cursed) had 
been transformed into two birds*. (7) Devoid of (any) issue and (therefore) sad at heart, 
Hari$candra sought, under the instructions of (the sage) Narada, Varuna (the god of water) 
as his protector with the following prayer:—"Let a son be born to me, O lord ! (8) If he turns 
outto be ahero, O greatlord, | shall propitiate you by sacrificing him (to you)." Varuna granted 
his prayer, saying "Be itso! and through the agency of Varuna a son, Rohita (by name), 
was born to Harigcandra. (9) "Now thatason has been born (to you), propitiate me, dear king, 
by sacrificing him to me," Varuna (appeared and) said (to HariScandra, who replied): "A 
prospective victim is (considered) fit for being sacrificed only when it has passed the age of 
ten days." (10) On the child having crossed (the limit of) ten days, the god appeared (before 
him again) and said, (Please) sacrifice the child now." HariScandra (however) replied, "A 
prospective victim is (deemed) fit for being sacrificed only when it has teethed." (11) After the 
dentition of the child, Varuna (approached and) said once more, "The teeth have (already) 
appeared; (please) propitiate me (now)." Thereupon the king replied, "When its (first) teeth 
have fallen, the victim will be fit for being sacrificed (only) then." (12) (On the teeth having 
fallen,) Varuna (appeared once more and) said, “The teeth of the prospective victim have 
(already) fallen, (please) worship me (now)." (To this) Harigcandra replied, "When the teeth 
of the prospective victim sprout again, then (alone) is the prospective victim (regarded as) 


*It is well-known that under the pretext of demanding the Daksina due to himself for the Rajasiya sacrifice conducted 
by him on hehalf of king Hari$candra, the sage Vigwamitra not only stripped him of his all but persecuted him in many other 
ways too; but Hari$candra remained true to his word and firm under the most trying circumstances. The sage Vasistha, the 
king's preceptor, flew into a rage when he heard this and uttered on him the curse that he would be transformed into an Adi 
(a species of cranes). Viswamitra too pronounced a counter-curse on Vasistha to the effect that he would be changed into 
@ heron. 
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sacred." (13) (On the child having teethed again) the god of water (appeared and) said once 
more, "The teeth have grown again, (please) sacrifice the child (now)." Thereupon 
Harigcandra replied, "A prospective victim belonging to the Ksatriya race is (recognized as) 
sacred (fit to be sacrificed) only when he is able to put on his armour, O lord !" (14) In this 
way the god (of water) waited for the time he was asked to wait by HariScandra, whose mind 
was bound with ties of affection and who was gaining time due to love for his son. (1 5) Having 
come to know of the aforesaid sacrifice intended to be performed by hisfather (HariScandra), 
Rohita (who had now grown in years as well as in understanding) betook himself to the 
woods) bow in hand, anxious to save his life. (16) Hearing that, visited by (angry) Varuna (the 
god of water), his father had developed the disease of dropsy, Rohita was about to return 
to his home when Indra stopped him (saying that he would certainly be sacrificed to Varuna 
if he returned home). (17) Indra (further) counselled Rohita to undertake a holy tour over the 
earth by visiting sacred lakes and rivers and other places of pilgrimage (in order to atone 
for the offence of his father against Varuna and thereby rid him of his malady) and Rohita 
too (accordingly) tarried in the forest for a year (going from place to place as advised by 
Indra). (18) Likewise during the second, third, fourth and fifth years as well indra (the slayer 
of the demon Vrira) came to him, disguised as an aged Brahmana, and repeated the same 
advice. (19) Having roamed about in the woods during the sixth year (as well), Rohita 
purchased from Ajigarta (a descendant of the celebrated sage Bhrgu) his middle (second) 
son, Sunahgepa (by name), while returning to the city (in order to see his father); and, 
handing him over to Harigcandra (his own father) as a (prospective) victim (to be sacrificed 
to Varuna) bowed low to him (his father). Thereupon the highly-renowned Hariscandra, 
whose stories were sung by the great, propitiated Varuna (the god of water) and the other 
gods by means of a human sacrifice and was (consequently) relieved of his dropsy (stomach 
disease). At that sacrifice the sage Viswamitra officiated as the Hota; the sage Jamadagni, 
who had (duly) controlled his mind, as the Adhwaryu; the sage Vasistha as the Brahma and 
the sage Agastya as the Udgata* (the chanter of Samaveda). Pleased with him, Indra give 
him a-chariot of gold. (20—23) 
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The glory of Sunahsepa (who was not eventually sacrificed but attained liberation during 
his very lifetime) will be recounted later (in connection with the story of Vigwamitra's son)T 
And highly gratified to perceive (on another occasion) the firmness of the king (Hari$candra) 
as well as of his wife (Saibya)+—firmness which derived its strength from his veracity—the 
sage Vigwamitra vouchsafed to him (as a boon) unobstructed knowledge (of the Self). 
(Mentally) merging his mind (which is said to be a modification of the foods that one takes) 
in earth (the source of all food), he identified the earth with water, water with fire and the latter 
ee el 

* For the respective function of these priests vide foot-note below I.v.19. 

+ Vide discoures XIV below. 


+ Vide foot-note below verse 7 above. 
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with the air; and (again) merging the air in ether, the latter in the Tamasika aspect of the Ego 
and the said Tamasika Ego in the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), and 
laying aside its objective character, he contemplated its knowledge aspect as his very self 
and through such contemplation he finally and thoroughly burnt his ignorance (that veiled the 
nature of the Self). (2426) (Again.) giving up that contemplation (too) through conscious- 
ness consisting of unmixed bliss, and with (all) his bondage (in the shape of self-identification 
with the body and so on) shaken off he stood in his essential character, which is beyond the 
range of description and reasoning. (27) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse, entitled the "Story of Hariscandra," 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The story of King Sagara 
e 
ait | Tgaqaeerere— fafafifer cag aaatsat faret ger ares: 1 8 | 
ERAT GaeTee aren: | aishteday aon aera saree! 2 | 
ae a usat wa afer afters ata sassmm sora frenfea | 3 | 
anarara so wadiintt aise wel we aaa Gare: wet wer: | ¥ | 
Sri Suka resumed: Harita was the son of Rohita and from (the loins of) Harita sprang 
up Campa, by whom was built the city of Campa. And of Campa was born Sudeva, whose 
son was Vijaya. (1) Vijaya's son was Bharuka; and from (the loins of) Bharuka sprang up 
Vrka, whose son again was Bahuka. His land having been usurped by the enemies, King 
Bharuka retired to the forest alongwith his wife. (2) Intending to follow (ascend the funeral 
pile of) the aged king, who died (in the forest), the queen was stopped by the sage Aurva, 
who knew her to be enceinte. (3) By her co-wives, who came to know this, poison was 
administered to her with her food (through jealousy); but (no harm came to her. On the other 
hand,) a highly renowned son was born of her alongwith that poison and (thus) came to be 
known by the name of Sagara (one born with poison). (4) 
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Sagara turned out to be a universal monarch, and by his sons was dug out the ocean 
(which was thenceforward named after them as Sagara). (5) In deference to the advice 
of his preceptor (the sage Aurva) he did not kill (even though he conquered) the 
Talajanghas, Yavanas (lonians), Sakas (Scythians), Haihayas and Barbaras (Barbarians), 
but only caused them to be disfigured. Some he had thoroughly shaved, while others he 
left with beards and moustaches (alone); some he left with dishevelled hair (alone, causing 
their moustaches and beards to be removed), while others he left with their heads half- 
shaven. (6) Some he caused to be stripped of their under-garment, while he had others 
shorn of their outer garment. In the manner pointed out by the sage Aurva he (then) 
propitiated by means of (anumber of) ASwamedha sacrifices Lord Sri Hari, his (very) Self, 
manifested in the form of all the Vedas and the divinities. Indra (the destroyer of his 
enemies’ towns) stole away his consecrated horse released as a prelude to the 
sacrifice.(7-8) Looking for the horse in obedience to their father's command, the proud 
sons of Sumati (one of the two wives of Sagara), numbering sixty thousand, excavated the 
earth down to the sea-level on all sides. (While carrying on their excavation) in a north- 
easterly direction they perceived the horse by the side of the (divine) sage Kapila. “Here 
is the thief, who stole the horse, sitting with his eyes closed. Let this wicked fellow be killed 
and killed (at once)!" Shouting thus, they (all) rushed (towards Him) with uplifted weapons. 
At that moment the sage opened His eyes. (9—11) Deprived of their (good) sense-by the 
powerful Indra and already killed by (the sin of) their having offended against an exalted 
soul (like the divine Kapila), they were instantly reduced to ashes by the fire of their own 
body. (12) Itis not correct to say that the sons of Sagara (the king of kings) were burnt by 
the wrath of the sage (Kapila). How can Tamoguna (ignorance) in the form of anger be 
conceived in Him who is an embodiment of pure Sattva (Sattva unmixed with Rajas and 
Tamas), and whose (divine) person is capable of purifying the (whole) universe, any more 
than (prticles of) dust belonging to the earth can be conceived as attaching to the sky 
(which is absolutely unattached)? (13) How could there be a sense of difference (as 
between a friend anda foe) in the omniscient Lord Kapila, who is the same as the supreme 
Spirit, and by whom has been launched in (the ocean of) this world the strong vessel in 
the form of Sankhya (philosophy), with the help of which a seeker after Liberation is able 
to cross the ocean—so difficult to cross-of worldly existence, the pathway to death? (14) 
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He who is referred to (by the ignorant) under the name of Asamafijasa (i.e., not good, 
although—really speaking—he was exceedingly good) was another son of Emperor Sagara, 


Dis. 8 ] BOOK NINE 33 


HHH EMSS HEH He SH He HHS HP eeKHesH Pere HeeHteshreenerHsrerrerH seed meth tees ew see 


born of Kesini (another wife of the emperor). And Asamafijasa's son, who was devoted to the 
interests of his grandfather (King Sagara), was named Amsuman. (15) Asamafjasa— who 
was given to contemplation in his previous birth, but had strayed from the path of Yoga 
through evil association, although he (still) remembered his previous birth—showed himself 
as a wicked fellow. (16) He did what was reproachful (in the eyes of the world) and (as such) 
unpalatable to his relations (too). (For example) he hurled forth playing children into the 
(river) Saray, (thus) frightening the people. (17) Conducting himself in this way, he was 
actually forsaken (exiled) by his father, who set aside his (parental) affection. Showing (to 
his father as alive) the children (that had been drowned in the river and taken for dead) by 
virtue of his Yogic power, Asamafijasa departed from that place (Ayodhya). (18) Seeing their 
(lost) children as having returned (to life), all the residents of Ayodhya felt (much) amazed, 
O Pariksit; and the king (Sagara) too was filled with (great) remorse.(19) Commanded by 
the emperor, Arnsuman (Asamafijasa's son) went out in search of the (sacrificial) horse by 
the path dug out by his uncles, and discovered the horse near (a number of) heaps of 
ashes.(20) Beholding Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception) seated in the garb of a 
sage bearing the name of Kapila, the great Arnsumén glorified the Lord with acollected mind 
(in the following words) bowing down (to Him) with joined palms. (21) 
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Arh$uman prayed : (Even) Brahma (who is not born like us) is unable even to this day 
to perceive (directly) through Samadhi (abstract meditation of self-absorption) or (even) to 
comprehend through reasoning of various kinds You, who are higher than his own self. How 
(then) could other living beings—belonging to various species (such as gods, men and sub- 
human creatures), evolved (severally) by his mind, body and intellect (the products of Sattva, 
Tamas and Rajas respectively), much less we (youngsters altogether) devoid of light 
(wisdom), perceive or know You ? (22) They who are identified with a body and are 
(consequently) dominated by the (aforesaid) three Gunas, (nay,) whose intellect is 
bewildered by Your Maya (deluding potency) and whose light (of wisdom) illuminates (only) 
the objects of senses (which are external to the mind), perceive (only such) objects of senses 
(during their waking and dream states) and (sheer) darkness (total lack of knowledge) in the 
other case (during deep sleep). They (however) are unable to realize You (who transcend 
the three Gunas), even though You (ever) dwell in them (as their very Self and Inner 
Controller too). (23) Such that Youare, howcan |, anignorant person, (even) investigate You, 
who are knowledge personified (and hence incapable of being known) and are (only) fit to 
be contemplated upon by sages like Sanandana, who have by their very birth got rid of the 
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notion of difference and infatuation, born of the attributes of Maya (modes of Prakriti, viz., 
Rajas and Tamas respectively)? (24) O Lord, let us (therefore, simply) bow to You, the most 
ancient Person, in whom the (aforesaid) attributes of Maya (Prakrti), actions prompted by 
them as well as bodies engendered by such actions are altogether absent, who have no 
(material) name or form, who are entirely free from merit and sin, (yet) who have (by Your 
own independent will) assumed (revealed) a (divine) form in order to teach wisdom (to Your 
devotees)! (25) In this world evolved by Your Maya (creative will) people revolve (are born 
again and again) in the midst of houses and other objects of senses, taking them to be real, 
their intellect being deluded by lust, greed, jealousy and infatuation. (26) Today, O Lord, the 
(very) Self of all created beings, by your sight (alone) the strong cord of our ignorance (in 
the shape of identification with the body and so on)—the root of all craving (for sensuous 
enjoyment), as well as of actions (prompted by such craving) and the Indriyas (the 
instruments of such actions)—has been cut asunder. (27) 
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Sti Suka went on : The Divine sage Kapila, whose glory was thus sung (by Prince 
Armsuman), mentally blessed the said Arnguman and spoke (to him) as follows, O protector 


of men ! (28) 


MPAA 
aaist deat aa frarmeryera | st a fit een agra Fae. 1291 
@ cfera Rat Se IRA TE mG wa i201 
Tergat ae eae yee: | sidiceearin «Sh af iae 
fa Sead TERR onset Steal Tare aTeMswAiseMa: 121 


The glorious Lord replied : This horse, the animal to be sacrificed by your grandfather 
(Emperor Sagara), may be taken away (by you), dear child. And these uncles of yours, that 
lie burnt (here) stand in need of the water of the (holy) Ganga (for being redeemed) and 
nothing else." (29) Walking round Him (from left to right as a mark of respect) and bowing 
to Him with his head (bent low), the prince brought (back) the horse. And with that animal 
Emperor Sagara concluded the sacrifice, which had remained uncompleted (all these 
days).(30) Having entrusted the kingdom to Prince Arnguman, Sagara, who was (now) free 
from (all) craving and had thrown off his fetters (in the shape of identification with the body 
etc.), reached the highest goal (viz., final beatitude) by following the course recommended 
by (his preceptor) the sage Aurva. (31) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, hinging on the story of Sagara, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 


The story of King Bhagiratha: the descent of the holy Ganga 
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Sti Suka resumed : (Even like Sagara, who renounced his kingdom,) Arnguman too 
(abdicated the throne in favour of his son and) practised asceticism for a long time with a 
desire to bring down (from heaven) the holy Ganga, but did not succeed. Then, in course of 
time he passed away. (1) His son, Dillpa (too) was unsuccessful like him and met his death 
(in the course of his efforts). Dilipa's son was Bhagiratha and he (too) performed very great 
Tapas. (2) The goddess (presiding over the holy river) got pleased (with his devotion) and 
revealed herself (in person) to him, saying; "I am prepared to confer a boon on you." Thus 
spoken to (by the goddess), the king (Bhagiratha), bent low (with humility) and submitted (to 
her) his object (in carrying on his austerities). (3) Somebody must sustain my force (even) 
as | descend on earth. Piercing the (hard) crust of the earth, otherwise, O protector of men. 
| shall penetrate into Rasatala (the sixth subterranean sphere from above). (4) Further, | am 
not inclined to go down to the terrestrial region; (for) people would wash away their sin into 
me. Where shall | wash off that sin (myself), O Bhagiratha? Let some thought be bestowed 
on this point. (5) 
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King Bhagiratha submitted : Pious souls who have given up attachment to actions as 
well as to their fruit, are pure of mind, (nay,) foremost among the knowers of Brahma and 
capable of purifying the (whole) world, shall wash off your sin through the (very) contact of 
their body (while bathing in your water); for in them (in their heart) dwells Sri Hari, the 
Destroyer of sins. (6) Again, Lord Rudra, the (very) Self of embodied souls—into whom this 
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universe is woven, warp and woof, as a piece of cloth into its threads—will bear your force.(7) 
Having spoken thus, the said king (Bhagiratha) proceeded to propitiate Lord Siva by means 
of his austerities. (And) after a very short time, O Pariksit, the Lord (Siva) became highly 
pleased (with him). (8) Having accepted the king's prayer, saying, "So be it!" Lord Siva, the 
Friend of the whole world, cautiously bore (on His head) the Ganga, whose water stands 
hallowed by (the touch of) Sri Hari's foot. (9) The said royal sage, Bhagiratha, led the Ganga 
(which is capable of purifying the whole universe) to the spot where the bodies of his great 
granduncles lay reduced to ashes. (10) (Closely) following Bhagiratha, who rode in advance 
inachariot swift as the wind, and hallowing the lands on its way, the Ganga bathed the burnt- 
up sons of Sagara. (11) Though destroyed by their own offensive behaviour towards a (holy) 
Brahmana, the sons of Sagara ascended to heaven through the mere touch ofits waters with 
their ashes alone! (12) When the (aforesaid) sons of Sagara rose to heaven through the 
(mere) contact of its waters with their body converted into ashes, what need be said about 
them who make use of this heavenly stream with reverence (everyday), having taken a vow 
to this effect? (13) That which has been said here with regard to this heavenly river— 
emanated (as it is) from the lotus-feet of the infinite Lord (Visnu) and (therefore) capable of 
ending transmigration—is not something which should excite great wonder. (14) (For) by 
fully concentrating their mind on those feet with reverence pure-hearted sages have speedily 
attained oneness with the Lord, shaking off their identification with the body (a product of the 
three Gunas or modes of Prakrti)—identification with which is (so) difficult to give up. (15) 
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From (the loins of) Bhagiratha sprang up Sruta, whose son was Nabha. Of the latter was 
born Sindhudwipa; of Sindhudwipa, Ayutayu; and from him sprang up Rtuparna a friend of 
Nala, who received the knowledge of training horses from Nala, imparting to him (in return) 
the secret of winning the game of dice. And Rtuparna's son was Sarvakama. (16-17) From 
(the loins of) Sarvakama sprang up Sudasa and his son, O king, was Saudasa (the husband 
of Madayanti), whom people actually called Mitrasaha, while in some places they referred to 
him as Kalmasapada. Due to the curse pronounced by the sage Vasistha (his preceptor) he 
turned out to be an ogre and had no issue (sprung from his own loins) in consequence of his 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : What was the occasion for the curse pronounced by the 
preceptor (the sage Vasistha) on the high-souled Saudasa? We desire to know this, which 
may (kindly) be pointed out (to us) unless it is a secret. (19) 
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Sri Suka replied : While roaming in pursuit of game, so the tradition goes, Saudasa (son 
of Sudasa) killed a certain ogre and let go his brother, who immediately left with the intention 
of retaliating. (20) Contemplating harm to the king (Saudasa), he assumed the form of the 
latter's cook at his palace and, having dressed human flesh, took it to his preceptor (the sage 
Vasistha), who had called at he palace with intent to dine. (21) Immediately perceiving 
human flesh (which is ever prohibited as food) about to be served to him, the glorious sage 
flew into a rage and uttered an imprecation on the king saying, "You will surely turn an ogre 
through this (improper) conduct of yours." (22) Learning (in the meantime) that it was the 
work of an ogre, the sage limited (the operation of) the curse to (a period of) twelve years 
(only); (while) Saudasa too (in his turn) took water in the hollow of his joined palms, fully 
prepared to utter a (counter) curse on his preceptor (who had cursed him for no fault of 
his).(23) Stopped by (his wife) Madayanti, and finding the (four) quarters, the sky and the 
earth all instinct with life, the king (Saudasa) dropped that harmful water (burning with the 
fire of his wrath) on his own feet (lest it might injure any other living being, thus justifying his 
appellation, Mitrasaha, which means he who is indulgent towards his friends and well- 
wishers). (24) Blackened in his feet (by the action of the water thrown by him and hence 
named as Kalmasapada) and having acquired an ogre-like disposition, Saudasa saw (one 
night) a Brahmana couple dwelling in a forest at the time of copulation. (25) Pinched by 
hunger, Saudasa seized the Brahmana (with the intention of devouring him), whereupon 
his wife pleaded like one afflicted:—"You are no ogre as such; you are (on the other hand) 
a great car-warrior among the scions of Ikswaku and the husband of Madayanti, O valiant 
monarch! You ought not to do what is unrighteous. (Pray,) restore (to me—eager as | am to 
have a son—my husband, whois a Brahmana and has not yet attained his object (in the form 
of ason). (26-27) This human body, O king, is capable of yielding all the objects sought after 
by aJiva. Therefore, the destruction of this body, O heroic king, is spoken of as the frustration 
of all one's objects. (28) Indeed this Brahmana is not only learned but endowed with 
asceticism, an amiable disposition and other virtues. (Nay,) he seeks to worship Brahma (the 
Absolute), known by the name of Lord Visnu (the supreme Person)—which, though present 
in (all) created beings is screened by ego etc., (the products of the three Gunas or modes 
of Prakrti)—by looking upon all living beings as his (very) self. (29) As such how can he, the 
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foremost of Brahmana sages, deserve death, O lord knowing what is right, at the hands of 
the foremost of royal sages in you, any more than a son at the hands of his father ? (30) How 
can you, esteemed of the righteous, approve of the death (at your own hands) of this pious 
and sinless Brahmana, an expositor of the Vedas even when unborn, any more than you 
would the slaughter of a cow? (31) If (in spite of my protests) this Brahmana—without home 
| shall not survive even for a moment—is to be made a victim by you, then first devour me, 
as good as dead." (32) In spite of her pleading pitifully in this way and crying like a helpless 
woman, King Saudasa, who was deluded by the curse (of his preceptor, the sage Vasistha) 
devourd the Brahmana even as a tiger would devour a beast. (33) Finding her husband (lit., 
impregnator) eaten up by Saudasa (who behaved like an ogre), and lamenting herself, the 
chaste Brahmana woman, full of anger, cursed the king (in the following words):—(34)"Since 
my husband, O wicked soul, has been devoured by you while | was stricken with love, your 
death too, O foolish one, will be shown by me to follow from sexual intercourse." (35) Having 
cursed King Mitrasaha in the aforesaid words and consigning his husband's bones to a 
flaming fire, the lady—who looked upon the world of her husband (the region to which the 
soul of her husband had gone) as her ultimate destination—followed the course of her 
husband (burnt herself to death). (36) 
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Rid of the curse (of his preceptor) at the end of twelve years, and fully intent upon 
copulation, he was stopped by his wife (Madayanti), who had come to know of the curse 
pronounced on him by the (aforesaid) Brahmana lady. (37) Thenceforth he gave up the 
pleasures of sex and (consequently) did not have any issue due to his (own) action (of 
devouring a Brahmana). Entreated by him, the sage Vasistha begot an issue through 
Madayanti. (38) She actually bore the child in her womb for seven years; the boy (however) 
did not see the light (yet). Vasistha (thereupon) hit her abdomen with a stone; and the boy 
(who thus emerged from the womb) was for that reason called ASmaka. (39) From (the loins 
of) ASmaka sprang up Milaka, who was effectively protected (against the wrath of 


Parasurama) by women (who actually shielded his body as an armour). (Hence) he was 
called by the name of Narikavaca. When not a single Ksatriya was left (after the 
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extermination of the Ksatriya race by Parasurama), it was he who served as the stock of the 
regenerated Ksatriya race. (Hence he became known as Milaka). (40) Of Mulaka, Dasaratha 
was born and from (the loins of) the latter sprang up a son, Aidavida (by name). Of Aidavida 
(again) was born Viswasaha, whose son, Khatwanga, turned out to be a universal 
monarch.(41) Hard to conquer (himself), he slew demons in battle at the entreaty of the gods. 
On coming to know (at the conclusion of the battle) that (only) an hour's life was left (to him), 
he forthwith returned to his capital (by an aerial car lent to him by the gods) and concentrated 
his mind (on-God). (42) (He said to himself,) "Neither life nor sons nor riches nor earth nor 
kingship nor wife is dearer to me than the Brahmana race, the adored of my family. Even 
during my childhood my mind never took delight under any circumstance in 
unrighteousness.Nor did | (ever) find any other reality than the Lord of excellent 
renown. (43-44) Although a boon of my choice was offered to me by the gods, the rulers of 
(all) the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region), | didnot hanker after such 
enjoyment, engrossed as | was inthe thought of Lord Visnu (the Maker and Protector of 
all beings). (45) (Even) the aforesaid gods, whose senses and mind (too) are bewildered (by 
the objects of senses) fail to discover their beloved Lord, ever present in their own heart as 
their very self; how, then, could others know Him? (46) Therefore, shaking off, by means of 
Devotion to the Maker of the universe, the attachment, rooted by the very nature of things 
in the mind, for the objects of senses (which are products of the three Gunas or modes of 
Prakrti), produced by the Maya (creative energy) of the Lord and no more real than a fanciful 
project, | (hereby) betake myself to Him." (47) Having thus resolved by force of his reason, 
which was drawn towards Himself by Lord Visnu (who has His abode in water), and shedding 
his ignorance in the form of identification with the body and so on (which are other than the 
self), Khatwanga forthwith regained his essential character (divine state), which is the same 
as that transcendent Absolute, which, though not unsubstantial, is conceived as intangible 
(because lying beyoud the range of speech and other organs) andis (very) subtle (too), (nay,) 
which devotees of God undoubtedly refer to as the almighty Lord Vasudeva. (48-49) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse, forming part of an account of the solar dynasty, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : From (the loins of) Knatwanga sprang up Dirghabahu (the long- 
armed one), of whom was born Raghu of wide renown. From (the loins of) the latter sprang 
up the great king Aja, of whom Daéaratha was born. (1) Again entreated by the gods, Lord 
Sri Hari Himself (who has already been seen by you in your mother's womb and) who is 
(entirely) constituted of Brahma (the Absolute), assumed the role of a son to (the blessed) 
Dasgaratha—appearing in (as many as) four forms under the names of Sri Rama, Bharata, 
Laksmana and Satrughna—Himself in His entirety and His brothers as His part 
manifestation.(2) The story in the form of a chronicle of the aforesaid Sri Rama (the Spouse 
of Sita) has (already) been narrated in detail, O Pariksit, by seers (like Valmiki) who had 
realized the truth, and has undoubtedly been heard by you time-and again. (I shall 
accordingly content myself with reproducing it only in a nutshell.) (3) Having abandoned for 
the sake of (redeeming the pledge of) His father (King Dasaratha) (His title to) kingship, He 
roamed about from forest to forest by His lotus-feet, which were too soft (even) for the touch 
of the (petal-like) hands of His beloved Consort (Sita), His fatigue from the journey being 
relieved (now and again) by (the blessed) Hanuman (the monkey chief) and His own younger 
brother (Laksmana, who accompanied Him to the forest and kneaded His feet and other 
limbs alongwith Hanuman). (The deity presiding over) the ocean was terrified by the (very) 
display of His brows knit in anger excited by the (grievous) separation from His Darling (Sita), 
which had been brought about by the mutilation of Surpanakha (sister of Ravana, the demon 
king of Lanka, so-called because she had nails as big as a winnowing basket, nay, whose 
nose and ears were chopped off by Laksmana atthe instance of SriRama, anincidentwhich 
provoked Ravana to steal away Sita in the absence of Sri Rama and Laksmana). May that 
Lord of Kosala (Oudh)—who (subsequently) caused a bridge to be built across the sea and 
exterminated the host of wicked demons (including Ravana) even as a wild fire consumes 
a (whole) forest—protect us! (4) 
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(Earlier) in the course of a sacrificial performance of the sage Vi$wamitra, Marica and 
other demon chiefs, who roamed about (and carried on their nefarious activities) at night, 
were beaten by Him (all alone), Laksmana standing (aloof) as a mere spectator. (5) Picking 
up in the midst of an assembly of world-renowned heroes the formidable bow of Lord Siva, 
lying ina hall (specially) built for the choice-marriage of Princess Sita and brought (conjointly) 
by three hundred men, He strung it and, (then) drawing it, broke it in the middle, O protector 
of men, as sportfully as an immature elephant would snap a stick of sugar-cane! (6) Having 
won (as the prize for his feat of valour). Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity)— whose 
virtues, disposition, age, limbs and appearance (eminently) matched His, (nay,) who (in the 
form of a golden streak) had (already) secured an honourable place on His bosom and who 
(now) bore the name of Sita—He tamed, while on His way (back ot Ayodhya) the overgrown 
pride of Parasurama (the chief of the Bhrgus), who had thrice seven times swept the earth 
clean (even) of the seed of the Ksatriya race. (7) The Lord accepted with His head bent low 
the command of even His uxorious father (King DaSaratha), who was bound by the cords 
of truthfulness, and, relinquishing (His claim to) the throne, (of Ayodhya), the (imperial) 
fortune, His loving relations (mother and so on), friends and dwelling-place—even as an 
ascetic (who has shaken off all attachment) would give up the ghost, left for the woods along- 
with His (divine) Spouse (Sita). (8) (While in the forest) He mutilated the features of 
Surpanakha (the sister of the demon king) a woman of unclean mind, slew her kinsmen, 
numbering (not less than) fourteen thousand, Khara, Dusana and Trisira being the foremost 
(of them), and roaming about with an irresistible bow in His hand, led a hard life (in order to 
teach a lesson to humanity). (9) Observing the demon Marica deputed in the form of a weird 
(golden) deer, O protector of men, by Ravana (the ten-headed monster)—whose passion 
had been kindled on hearing a description of Sita (from the lips of Surpanakha)—and drawn 
away from His hermitage (by the aforesaid deer), He forthwith killed Marica with an arrow 
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(even) as Virabhadra (who was no other than Lord Siva) slew Daksa* (a lord of created 
beings). (10) On Sita (the Daughter of Janaka, the ruler of the Videha country, now known 
as Tirhut in north Bihar) having been (forcibly) carried away in the forest during His absence 
by Ravana (the vilest of the demons), even as (a sheep is snatched away by a wolf), the Lord, 
who was (thus) disunited from His beloved Consort, wandered in that forest alongwith His 
(younger) brother (Laksmana) like a forlorn creature, exemplifying in that way the (sad) plight 
of those attached to women. (11) Having cremated (like a devoted son) Jatayu (the king of 
vultures)—who had (all) his (stock of) Karma wiped out through his (heroic) action (in the 
shape of a duel with the mighty Ravana) for His own sake (for the deliverance of His beloved 
Spouse from the clutches of that tyrant)—the Lord slew the demon Kabandha (who had 
stretched his arms to seize Him). (Then,) cultivating friendship with the monkeys (Sugriva, 
Hanuman and others) and ascertaining through them, when Vali had been killed, the where- 
abouts of His Darling, the Lord—who behaved as a human being even though His feet are 
worshipped (even) by Brahma (the birthless creator) and Lord Siva (the Source of 
creation)—marched with the forces of Sugriva (the ruler of the monkeys) to the seashore.(12) 
The deity presiding over the ocean found the crocodiles and alligators in it agitated by a fierce 
glance cast by Him in seeming anger (provoked by his failure to appear before the Lord in 
spite of His waiting for him for three days without food and water), nay, its very roar silenced 
through fear. (Therefore,) assuming a living form and taking articles of worship on his head, 
he approached the Lord's lotus-feet and spoke as follows:—(13) "Dull-witted as we are, O 
infinite Lord, we ate unable to know You, the most ancient Person, the immutable supreme 
Ruler of (all) the worlds. (Surely) You are (no other than) that Lord of Prakrti (consisting of 
the three Gunas) from whose SAattvika aspect sprang up hosts of divinities, from whose 
Rajasika aspect, the (various) lords of created beings and from whose Tamasika aspect 
appeared the lords of ghosts. (14) (Be pleased now to) march (across the ocean) at Your will; 
slay Ravana (the refuse of his father, the sage ViSrava), who (by his atrocities) makes the 
three worlds weep; recover Your Spouse, O valiant One; (and) for the expansion of Your 
fame construct here a bridge, reaching which monarchs intent on the conquest of the (four) 
quarters may sing Your glory." (15) Having (accordingly) constructed across the sea a bridge 
with mountain-peaks of every description—full of trees the boughs of which were shaken by 
the hands of monkey chiefs (who handled them)—the Lord, accompanied by armies (of 
monkeys) led by Sugriva, Nila and Hanuman, entered under the guidance of Vibhisana (the 
fortress of) Lanka, already burnt (by Hanuman in course of his quest for Sita). (16) With its 
sports grounds, granaries, treasuries, doorways, city-gates, council-chambers, porticos and 
pigeon-cots occupied by the army of monkey chiefs and its platforms, flags, jars of gold 
(placed on both sides of its entrances) and crossroads being destroyed, the city shook like 
ariver churned by herds of elephants. (17) Perceiving this (calamity), Ravana (the lord of the 
demons) deputed Nikumbha, Kumbha, Dhimraksa, Durmukha, Surantaka, Narantaka and 
others, his son (Meghanada), Prahasta, all his followers headed by Atikaya and Vikampana 
and afterwards (his younger brother) Kumbhakarna (to meet the invading army).(18) 
Accompanied by Sugriva (the lord of the monkeys), Laksmana (His own younger brother), 
Hanuman (son of the wind-god), Gandhamadana, Nila, Prince Angada (Sugriva's nephew 
and heir-apparent), Jambavan (the king of the bears), Panasa and others, Sri Rama (too) 
marched against that army of the demons, which was difficult to penetrate, armed as it was 
with cutlasses, Silas (sharp-pointed steel weapons), bows, Prasas (darts), Rstis (double- 
edged swords), javelins, Tomaras (iron clubs) and swords. (19) Meeting in a single combat 


* Vide IV.V. 24. 
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the hostile army (consisting of elephants, foot-soldiers, chariots and cavalry, all the aforesaid 
generals of Sri Rama (the Lord of the Raghus)—Angada and others—struck with trees, 
rocks, maces and arrows the demons whose Lord, Ravana, had (all) his good luck wiped off 
by the abduction of Sita. (20) 
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Enraged to see the destruction of his army and mounting the aerial car (viz., Puspaka that 
had been snatched away by him from Kubera, the god of riches), Ravana (the lord of the 
demons) forthwith marched against Sri Rama—shining brightly in a splendid heavenly car 
brought by Matali (the charioteer of Indra)—and struck Him with sharpened arrows having 
crescent-shaped heads. (21) Sri Rama said to him, "O refuse of ogres, |, whose prowess 
cannot be prevailed against, shall award this very day to you, who have cast (all) shame to 
the winds—(even) as Kala does to a perpetrator of sin—the fruit of your detested action 
consisting in the fact that our beloved spouse was stolen away during our absence by your 
wicked self, who behaved like a dog." (22) Scolding him thus, the Lord discharged (at him) 
an arrow fitted (by Him) to His bow andit split his heart, hard as adamant. Like a virtuous soul 
whose stock of merit is exhausted, he fell from his aerial car, vomiting blood through his ten 
mouths, in the midst of his people crying "Dear me! Dear me!!" (23) 
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Issuing forth from Lanka in (their) thousands, with Mandodari (the principal consort of 
Ravana), Raksasa women now rushed, weeping bitterly, to the spot (where Ravana lay 
dead). (24) Hugging each her own relations struck down by the shafts of Laksmana (Sri 
Rama's younger brother), they helplessly wailed in loud tones (as follows), beating their 
person with their own hands:—(25) "Alas, undone we are, O lord! O Ravana, who made the 
(whole) world weep (by your tyranny) !! Bereft of you and overrun by the enemy, whom should 
Lanka seek as its protector? (26) Swayed by passion, you did not realize, O highly blessed 
one, such (extraordinary) power of Sita's glory, by which you have been reduced to this 
(miserable) plight! (27) Widowed is this Lanka as well as we, O delight of your race! (Nay,) 
your body has been made the food of vultures and your soul rendered fit for hell. (28) 
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Sri Suka continued : Encouraged (commanded) by Sri Rama (the uncrowned King of 
Kosala), Vibhisana (the youngest brother of Ravana) performed for the benefit of his 
Kinsmen (Ravana and others) whatever is ordained (in the scriptures) by way of obsequies 
according to the procedure laid down for a sacrifice intended to propitiate the manes. (29) 
The Lord then saw in a retreat in the ASoka garden His most beloved Spouse (Sita) 
emaciated due to the disease of separation from Him and seated at the foot of a Simsapa 
(Asoka) tree. Observing Her in that wretched plight Sri Rama was filled with compassion. 
Bestowing on Vibhisana the rulership of the Raksasa hordes, (the city of) Lanka and 
longevity extending to the end of the Kalpa, and (first) helping Sita—the lotus of whose 
countenance was now blooming with joy caused by His full vision—to mount the aerial car 
(Puspaka), the Lord, who had (now) completed His vow of residing in a forest (for fourteen 
years), stepped into the car (Himself) alongwith His two brothers (His half-brother Laksmana 
and His adopted brother Sugriva) and, (further) accompanied by Hanuman, flew (back) to 
His capital (Ayodhya), showered over on the way with flowers offered by the guardians of 
the (various) worlds, His (heroic) deeds being joyfully celebrated (all along) by Brahma (the 
creator) and others. The highly merciful Lord (however) felt (much) pained to learn about His 
(younger) brother (Bharata), who, covering himself with the bark of trees, was living on barley 
boiled in the urine of cows, wore matted locks (on his head) and slept on the ground strewn 
with blades of (the sacred) KuSa grass. Hearing of Sri Rama having arrived, Prince Bharata 
placed on his head the latter's wooden sandals (lent to him by the Lord as a token of love) 
and, accompanied by the citizens (of Ayodhya), his ministers and family priests, proceeded 
from Nandigrama—where he was camping (with a vow not to enter Ayodhya till Sri Rama's 
return)—to meet his elder Brother in the midst of songs and sounds of musical instruments 
and (further) accompanied by (great) exponenis of the Vedas, repeatedly chanting in loud 
tones (sacred texts from) the Vedas, by flags with gilded edges, chariots of gold decked with 
flags of various colours, noble horses with trappings of gold, warriors protected by gold 
armours, traders (of every description), courtezans and servants following on foot, and (also) 
taking with him royal insignia (in the shape of an umbrella, chowries and so on) and (valuable) 
commodities (jewels etc.), of every description (great and small by way of presents). Placing 
the sandals before Sri Rama, he dropped down at His feet, his heartand eyes moistened with 
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love, and stood with joined palms and eyes full of tears. Keeping him folded in His arms for 
a long time and bathing him with tears flowing from His eyes, Sri Rama Himself alongwith 
Laksmana and Sita offered His greetings to the Brahmanas as well as to those (others) who 
were most deserving of honour and was (in His turn) saluted by the people. (30—41) 
Observing their lord returned (home) after a long time, the inhabitants of north Kosala joyfully 
danced, waving their upper cloths and showering flowers on Him. (42) Bharata took His pair 
of wooden sandals; Vibhisana alongwith Sugriva (who stood severally on His right and left), 
achowrie and an excellent fan (respectively); and Hanuman (son of the wind-god, who stood 
behind the Lord) held the white umbrella (over Him). (43) Satrughna (the youngest brother 
of Sri Rama) bore His bow and the pair of quivers; Sita held the Kamandalu (water-pot of 
cocoanut-shell) containing the water of sacred lakes and rivers; Angada carried His sword 
and Jambavan (the king of the bears), His shield of gold, O protector of men! (44) Seated 
in (the aerial car named) Puspaka, attended by (the aforesaid dancing) women and 
panegyrized by bards, the Lord shone brightly, O king, like the rising moon in the midst of 
minor planets. (45) 
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Welcomed by His (younger) brothers, the Lord too entered the festive city and, on 

entering the royal palace, duly honoured His stepmothers (Kaikeyl and so on), His own 
mother (the blessed Kausalya), preceptors (Vasistha and others), His equals in age as well 
as those younger than He, and was honoured (in return) by them. (Likewise) Sita and 
Laksmana too met them in a befitting manner. (46-47) Rising (from their seats), like dead 
bodies returning to life, the aforesaid mothers of these princes placed their sons on their lap 
and, bathing them all over with a flood of tears, shed their grief (of separation from them).(48) 
Causing the matted locks (of Sri Rama) to be unravelled, the sage Vasistha (His preceptor) 
alongwith the elders of His race (the Raghus) bathed Him with the water of (all) the four 
oceans (in the four quarters) and other (sacred) waters (even) as the sage Brhaspati (the 
preceptor of the gods) bathed Indra (the ruler of the gods). (49) Having thus washed His 
whole body including His head, nay, clad in beautiful attire and adorned with wreaths of 
flowers and ornaments, the Lord shone with His (younger) brothers (Bharata, Laksmana and 


Satrughna) and (divine) Consort (Sita), who were (all) well-adorned (with jewels) and 
elegantly dressed. (50) Won over by His brother (Bharata) through prostrations, Sri Rama 
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accepted the throne (of Ayodhya) and like a father protected the people (of His kingdom), 
who were (all) devoted to their respective duties and endued with the characteristics of their 
(own) Varna (grade in society) and Asrama (stage in life); while they (in their turn) recognized 
Him as their father. (51) Solongas Sri Rama—who knew whatis rightand brought happiness 
to all created beings—reigned as king, time was like Krtayuga (Satyayuga, the first Yuga) 
though (actually) Treta (the second Yuga) prevailed. (52) Forests, rivers, mountains, Varsas 
(subdivisions of a Dwipa), Dwipas (principal divisions of the globe) and oceans, all yielded 
the desired objects of the people, O chief of the Bharatas! (53) While Sri Rama—who is the 
same as Lord Visnu—ruled as king, mental and bodily ailments, old age, self-disparage- 
ment, sorrow, grief, fear and fatigue were non-existent. (Nay,) death too did not overtake the 
unwilling. (54) (Strictly) observing the vow of having (only) one wife (throughout His life) and 
conducting Himself like a sage even though a king, the pious Lord Himself (scrupulously) 
performed His household duties (just) in order to give a lesson (to the world)..(55) By Her 
affection, obedience, amiables disposition, intelligence and bashfulness, Sita, who was not 
only virtuous but meek through humility and knew His intention, captivated the mind of Her 
(divine) Spouse. (56) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse, forming part of the Narrative of Sri Rama, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed: Guided by His preceptor (the sage Vasistha), the divine Sri Rama 
Himself propitiated—by means of sacrificial performances conducted with excellent 
material—His own Self in the form of Lord Visnu, representing all the gods on His person.(1) 
(Atthe conclusion of the sacrifices) the Lord gave away (by way of sacrificial fees) the eastern 
quarter to the Hota, the southern quarter to the Brahma, the western quarter to the Adhwaryu 
and the northern quarter to the Udgata (the chanter of Samaveda). (2) To His preceptor He 
gave away the entire land that remained at the centre, recognizing (as He did) that the 
Brahmana (alone) was entitled to the whole of this earth, Himself being free from (all) 
craving.(3) In this way Sri Rama (who had given away His valuables and cash too) was left 


Dis. 11 ] BOOK NINE 47 


PREAH HEA ASSESS HHH HH RESHSELESSEA HARRAH ELSE ESHA AHH E A EEE EERE RRR RR 


with the ornaments and the two pieces of cloth He had (on His person); and Empress Sita 
(Daughter of Janaka, the ruler of the Videha country) too was left (only) with Her Mangala- 
Sutra* (every other ornament even on Her person having been given away by Her to 
Brahmana ladies). (4) Delighted to witness the most praiseworthy parental affection of the 
Lord, who is (so) fond of the Brahmanas, they however returned (all) that to Him and spoke 
as follows, their mind moistened with affection—(5) "As a matter of fact what has not been 
given to us by You, O Lord, O Ruler of the universe, when (we know that), entering our 
innermost heart, You wipe out our ignorance by Your (divine) splendour ? (6) Hail to Lord Sri 
Rama, a votary of the Brahmanas, the foremost of those enjoying excellent renown, whose 
wisdom knows no obstruction and whose (holy) feet are cherished by those who have given 
up (all forms of) violence. (7) 
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On a certain night, while moving about i incognito and unperceived (in the capital) with the 
intention of knowing the mind of the people, Sri Rama overheard the (following) remarks of 
someone concerning His own Spouse (Sita):—(8) "| would have you no more, a wicked and 
unchaste woman that you are, since you have lived in the house of another. King Rama, 
who is excessively fond of his wife, may retain Sita (in his house); (but) | am not going to 
accept you again (in any case)." (9) Forsaken by Her (divine) Consort (Sri Rama), who was 
afraid of the ignorant and myriad-mouthed world, which could not be easily placated, Sita 
reached the hermitage of the sage Valmiki (son of Praceta, the god of water). (10) Being 
enceinte, She gave birth, when the time came, to twins who became (severally) known as 
Kusa and Lava. The sage (Valmiki) performed the (purificatory) rites concerning them.(11) 
The two sons of Laksmana were called Angada and Citraketu; while Taksa and Puskala 
were the two sons of Bharata, O lord of the earth! (12) (Further) Subahu and Srutasena were 
the two sons of Satrughna. In the course of his conquest of the (four) quarters Bharata slew 
Gandharvas (celestial musicians) in tens of millions and, bringing their wealth (to Ayodhya), 
presenteditall to the King (Sri Rama). Again, getting rid of the demon, Lavana by name, son 
of Madhu, Satrughna forhis part founded on the site of (the forest of) Madhuvanaa city known 
as Mathura (13-14) Having committed Her sons (Kuga and Lava) to the care of the sage 
(Valmiki) and contemplating on Sri Rama's feet—so the tradition goes—Sita, who had been 
exiled by Her (divine) Spouse (and could no longer bear separation from Him) found Her way 
into the bowels of the earth (that parted asunder to take Her). (15) Hearing of this and 


* The auspicious thread with a piece of gold at the centre wom by married women round their neck as long as their 
husband lives. 


48 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA Dis. 11 


SESSLER REALE RAE RAR AAAS ASASARARAAHEAARAHL EAHA SSH SSS eee eeeeeHaeaeereKeaKrKea 


recalling Her manifold virtues, SriRama, the almighty Lord, could not restrain His grief, even 
though He tried to suppress it by force of reason. (16) Excessive fondness of men and women 
for each other is always such as brings fear (and grief in its train) even to powerful souls, and 
much more to a voluptuary whose thoughts are riveted on his household ! (17) 
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Since then for (a period of) thirteen thousand years without interruption the Lord poured 
oblations into the sacred fire, observing (a strict vow of) celibacy (throughout). (18) Leaving, 
in the heart of those who remember Him, an impression of His feet—tender as a pair of young 
leaves—pierced (earlier) by the thorns of the Dandaka forest, Sri Rama then left for His own 
effulgent (divine) realm. (19) Extirpation of demons through the instrumentality of multitudes 
of missiles and the bridging of the ocean—this is no praise to Sri Rama (the Lord of the 
Raghus), who assumed a form for the sake of sport at the entreaty of the gods and whose 
glory is absolutely matchless and unsurpassed. Did monkeys (actually) serve as His 
helpmates in disposing of the enemy? (No, not at all, Destruction of demons was as good 
a sport on His part as enlisting the help of monkeys for that purpose.) (20) | seek as my 
protector the aforesaid Lord of Raghus, whose unsullied glory—which is capable of 
destroying (all) sins and serves as an adornment for the elephants guarding the (four) 
quarters (pervades all the quarters)—sages sing in royal courts even to this day, and whose 
lotus-feet are touched by the crowns of (even) rulers of heaven (like Indra) and custodians 
of wealth (like Kubera, the god of riches). (21) (All) those people of the Kosala country by 
whom He was lovingly touched or fully observed or seated by their side or even followed 
(while moving about) reached the goal which Yogis (those adept in Yoga or deep meditation) 
attain to. (22) A man treasuring up (in his mind) the narrative of Sri Rama through the 
repeated process of hearing, and pledged to (a vow of) tenderness (cessation from violence), 
O Pariksit, is freed from the shackles of Karma (in the shape of virtue and sin, which make 
for transmigration). (23) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : How did the said Lord Sri Rama conduct Himself and 
how did He behave towards His (younger) brothers (Bharata, Laksmana and Satrughna), 
who were His own selves (part manifestations)? How, again, did they (Bharata and others) 
as well as His subjects and residents of Ayodhya (in particular) behave in their turn towards 
Him, their (almighty) lord? (24) 
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Sti Suka replied : Sri Rama (the Ruler of the three worlds) now charged His (younger) 
brothers with the conquest of the (four) quarters, and Himself looked round the city with His 
followers (attendants), allowing Himself to be seen by His people. (25) With its roads 
sprinkled all over with perfumed water and (fragrant) drops of temporal fluid (emitted by 
elephants in rut), the city looked highly inebriated (exhilarated) as it were to see her lord 
arrived. (26) It was adorned with domes of gold set on the top of palaces, city gates, council- 
chambers, sanctums and temples, as well as with flags. (27) It had festal arches erected by 
means of (fresh) areca-nuts joined with their foot-stalks and banana trees (fixed in the 
ground), strips of beautiful cloths, mirrors, tapestries and wreaths of flowers. (28) With 
articles of worship in their hands citizens met Him at various points and pronounced their 
benedictions (on Him) with the prayer, "Protect, O Lord, this (earth), lifted up of yore by 
Yourself (in the form of the divine Boar)!" (29) On learning that their lord had arrived (there) 
after a long interval, the people—both men and women—forthwith climbed up to the top of 
their mansions with intent to see Him, leaving their household (duties), and showered 
flowers on the lotus-eyed Lord, their eyes (still) unsated. (30) 
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The Lord then returned to His palace occupied (in the past) by His own predecessors, 
rich in unlimited treasures of every kind and equipped with an invaluable variety of articles 
of household use. (31) It was graced with entrances having thresholds of coral, rows of 
pillars of cat's-eye, transparent floors of emerald and walls of shining crystals, wreaths of 
various colours, flags, cloths, gems and canopies, pearls effulgent as consciousness and 
(all) luxuries coveted by men, fragrant incenses and lights and decorations of flowers, and 
attended by men and women akin to gods and lending charm to ornaments them- 
selves(32—34) In that palace the said Lord Sri Rama, the foremost of wise men revelling 
in the Self, enjoyed life, so the tradition goes, with His beloved and affectionate Spouse, 
Sita. (35) Nay, the Lord, whose feet—tender as young leaves—are contemplated upon by 
men, enjoyed pleasures of sense each at its proper time for very many years, taking care 
not to twist (the principles of) righteousness. (36) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse, forming part of the Narrative of S17 Rama, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Now, Kuéga's son was Atithi, of whom was born Nisadha and the 
latter's son was Nabha. Then came Pundarika, whose son was Ksemadhanva; and from (the 
loins of) the latter sprang up Devanika. Of Devanika was born Aniha and his son was 
Pariyatra. From (the loins of) the latter sprang up Balasthala and of the latter was born 
Vajranabha, who emanated from (a ray of ) the sun-god. (1-2) His son was Khagana and of 
the latter was born a son, Vidhrti (by name). From (the loins of) Vidhrti sprang up 
Hiranyanabha, a teacher of Yoga and a pupil of the sage Jaimini. From him the sage 
Yajfhavalkya of Kosala received instruction in Yoga relating to the Spirit, (which is) 
conducive to great elevation and capable of snapping the knot of ignorance existing in the 
heart. (3-4) Hiranyanabha's son was Pusya, of whom Dhruvasandhi was born. Then came 
Sudarsgana; from Sudarsana, Agnivarna and from the latter sprang up Sighra, whose son 
was Maru. He is the same (Maru) who, having attained perfection through Yoga, stays 
(even to this day) as an inhabitant of Kalapagrama (a famous colony of Yogis in an obscure 
part of the Himalayas), and will revive the solar dynasty, when extinct, at the end of the Kali 
age. (5-6) From (the loins of) Maru sprang up PrasuSsruta, whose son was Sandhi and the 
son of Sandhi, again, was Amarsana. The latter's son was Mahaswan, of whom Vigwasahva 
was born. (7) Of him was born Prasenajit and from (the loins of) the latter sprang up 
Taksaka; and of the latter was born Brhadbala, who was slain in battle (O Pariksit!) by your 
father (Abhimanyu). (8) 
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These are all the past kings of Ikswaku's line; (now) hear (the names) of the coming ones. 
Brhadbala's son will be named Brhadrana, of whom will be born urukriya and from (the loins 
of) the latter will spring up Vatsavrddha. Of the latter will be born Prativyoma; from 
Prativyoma Bhanu and from him will follow Divaka, a (great) general. (9-10) Of him will be 
born the valiant Sahadeva. Brhadaswa will be the son of Sahadeva and Bhanuman, of 
Brhadaswa. Bhanuman's son will be Pratikaswa and the latter's son will be Supratika. (11) 
Then will follow Marudeva; from Marudeva, Sunaksatra and Sunaksatra's son will be 
Puskara, Puskara's son will be Antariksa; Antariksa's son will be Sutapa and the latter's 
Amitrajit. (12) Again, Brhadraja will be the son of Amitrajit; Barhi of Brhadraja and from the 
latter will follow Krtafijaya. His son will be Ranafijaya and from (the loins of) Ranafjaya will 
spring up Safjaya. (13) From the latter will follow Sakya; from Sakya, Suddhoda and his 
son will be called Langala. Of him will be born Prasenajit and from Prasenajit will follow 
Ksudraka. (14) From (the loins of ) Ksudraka will spring up Ranaka and of the latter will 
be born a son, Suratha (by name). From Suratha will follow a son, Sumitra by name, who 
will be the last of his line. These are (all) the scions of Brhadbala. (15) This race of the 
Ikswakus will have its end in Sumitra; for, having reached this king, the line will actually 
terminate in the Kali Yuga. (16) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse, “A genealogy of (the remaining kings of) Ikswaku's line" 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


et tet ts 
PSS Sine 


ZIM HANSA: 


Discourse XIll 
The posterity of Nimi described 


SYS SarT 
ffaReareperat afaargaaa | ST Ta ASEM BawUT ATgaTSHeT AM: 1k 
a fdainente arerst sfrarest | quiere qecte: asda | 2 
Rigete fen Raa afafetenraarme aaa We: 13 | 
feat dea faded eee: | sera came tat fa: ufternfa: 1x 
fafa: sftedt amd aRasenfafS i warfa uaere Sat Steve emia: 1 & | 
saws Se fftemmanfac: | feeraeoranin «ade. wftame 1g 
Taagy dae fea geen: 1 ad aaatisa tame: aaa! 0 | 
Ua viegq isd vem: swat ai ade Ae: we mr yal ae cI 
wa art 3 anata frareaere: asta aoreist arat efter: 1 <1 
eo oWeeedsé guavas adres ad qeearmeh aa igol 


52 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 13 
aeeeeereeereess SOIR e tere tririnet 


Jee irteirinieintntt a trinity fetttrrireteskhhtin 


Sri Suka began again : After commencing a sacrificial session King Nimi, son of 
Ikswaku, invited the sage Vasistha to be the (chief) priest. He too replied, "| have 
already been invited by Indra (to conduct his sacrifice), O king ! (1) | shall (therefore) 
return after concluding that; (please) what for me till then". The householder (sacrificer, 
King Nimi) kept silent and the sage too (left for heaven and) conducted the sacrificial 
performance of Indra.(2) Knowing all this (his life and everything connected with it) to 
be evanescent, the thoughtful Nimi proceeded with the sacrificial session with the help 
of other priests and continued it till his preceptor (the sage Vasistha) did not return. (3) 
Coming back after concluding the sacrifice and perceiving the indecorum on the part 
of his disciple (King Nimi), the sage Vasistha cursed the latter (in the following words):— 
"Let the body of Nimi, who regards himself (very) learned, fall !" (4) Nimi (as well) 
pronounced a counter-curse on his preceptor, who had acted unrighteously (in the eyes 
of Nimi), saying:—"Let your body too fall because of your not knowing what is right on 
account of greed." (5) With these words, Nimi, (who was) well-versed in spiritual lore, 
gave up his ghost; while the sage (my ancestor) was reborn of the gods Mitra and 
Varuna through Urvagi (a celestial nymph). (6) Placing the body of Nimi in balms (with 
a view to preserving it), the foremost of the sages (who were conducting the sacrificial 
session on behalf of Nimi) said to the gods assembled there, after the conclusion of the 
sacrificial session (as follows):—(7) “Let this (dead) body of King Nimi come back to life, 
if you are pleased, O gods !" When the gods said 'Amen’, (the spirit of) Nimi spoke aloud, 
"Let me not be imprisoned in a body (again). (8) Stricken with the fear of separation, 
sages do not long for union with a body and worship the lotus-feet of Sri Hari (devotion 
to whom dispels the fear of transmigration). (9) | (too therefore) am not eager to get 
(back) a body, which brings in its train suffering, grief and fear and because of which 
death threatens the Jiva everywhere, as it follows the fish in water.” (10) 
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The gods replied : "Bereft of a body, may you reside at will in the eyes of embodied 
souls." (In this way) Nimi took up his abode in the body (of all the Jivas), being indicated by 
the opening and closing of eyes. (11) Perceiving the risk of anarchy for the people; the great 
sages (who officiated as priests at the sacrificial performance of Nimi) churned the body of 
the king, whence a son was born (to him). (12) By virtue of his extraordinary birth (or by 
reason of his being the progenitor of a new line of Ksatriya kings) the prince was called 
Janaka; bornin the line of king Nimi (who remained without a body), again, he became known 
as Vaideha (son of Videha). Sprung from the process of churning and further because (the 
city of) Mithila was built by him, he came to be known as Mithila. (13) 
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Of Janaka was born Udavasu, whose son was Nandivardhana. From Nandivardhana 
followed Suketu and his son, again, was Devarata, O protector of the earth! (14) From (the 
loins of) Devarata sprang up Brhadratha, whose son Mahavirya was the father of Sudhrt 
(Sudhrti). Sudhrti's son indeed was Dhrstaketu. Then came Haryaswa, of whom was born 
Maru. (15) Maru's son was Pratipaka, of whom was born Krtiratha. From (the loins of) 
Krtiratha sprang up Devamidha, whose son was Visruta, and then came Mahadhrti. (16) Of 
him was born Krtirata, from whom followed Maharoma. Again, his son was Swarnaroma, and 
Hrasvaroma was born as his son. (17) Of Hraswaroma was born Siradhwaja. (The divine) 
Sita (the Spouse of Sri Rama) appeared from his ploughshare while he was ploughing the 
earth for the purpose of a sacrifice; hence he is remembered as Siradhwaja (who owed his 
celebrity to a plough). (18) His son was Kusadhwaja, of whom was born King Dharmadhwaja; 
and DharmadhWaja had two sons, Krtadhwaja and Mitadhwaja (by name). (19) From (the 
loins of) Krtadhwaja sprang up Kesidhwaja and from Mitadhwaja (Krtadhwaja's younger 
brother) followed Khandikya. (Of these) Kesidhwaja (the son of Krtadhwaja), O king, was 
well-versed in the science of the Spirit. (20) Khandikya (on the other hand) was proficient in 
the science or rituals and fled (left his kingdom) for fear of Kesidhwaja. Kesidhwaja's son was 
Bhanuman, whose son was Satadyumna. Satadyumna’ 's son was Suci, of whom was born 
Sanadwaja; and from the said Sanadwaja followed Urdhvaketu. From Urdhvaketu followed 
Aja and his son was Purujit. (21-22) His son, again, was Aristanemi. From the latter followed 
Srutayu and his son was Suparswaka. Of the latter was born Citraratha, whose son was 
Ksemadhi, the (famous) king of Mithila. (23) From (the loins of) Ksemadhi sprang up 
Samaratha, whose son was Satyaratha. Of Satyaratha was born Upaguru and from him 
followed Upagupta, who emanated from (a ray of) the god of fire (Agni). (24) Then came 
Vasvananta and his son was Yuyudha, from whom followed Subhasana. Then came Sruta, 
from whom followed Jaya and from (the loins of) the latter sprang up Vijaya, of whom was 
born a son, Rta (by name). (25) Then came Sunaka, of whom was borna son Vitahavya by 
name and from him followed Dhrti. Dhrti's son was Bahulaswa, of whom Krti was born and 
from (the loins of) Krtisprang up Mahavagi. (26) (All) these kings of Mithila, O king, were really 
proficient in the knowledge of the Spirit. By the grace of masters of Yoga (like the sage 
Yajfiavalkya) they were rid of pairs of opposites (such as joy and sorrow) even in their 
household life. (27) 
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Thus ends the thirteenth discourse entitled "The posterity of Nimi described", 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Now hereafter hear, O king, of the hallowed race of Soma (the 
moon-god), in which are mentioned kings of sacred renown such as Aila (King Pururava, the 
son of lla). (1) Of Brahma (the creator), sprung of the lotus (in the form of the cosmos) evolved 
out of the pool-like navel of the (supreme) Cosmic person possessed of countless heads, 
there was a son, Atri (by name), who was a replica of his father in point of excellences. (2) 
Out of his tears of joy, so the tradition goes, sprang up a son, Soma (by name), who is an 
embodiment of nectar. He was appointed by Brahma as the lord of the Brahmanas, herbs 
and annual plants, as well as of the hosts of stars. (3) Having completely subdued all the 
three worlds, he worshipped the Lord by means ofa Rajastya sacrifice and out of arrogance 
he forcibly carried away the wife of the sage Brhaspati, Tara (by name). (4) Though solicited 
time and again by the sage Brhaspati (the preceptor of the gods), he did notleave her through 
vanity. On that account there ensued a war between the gods and the demons. (5) Due to 
jealousy towards Brhaspati, Sukracarya (the preceptor of the demons) together with the 
Asuras took the side of the moon-god (the ruler of the stars); while Lord Siva (the Destroyer 
of the Universe), surrounded (accompanied) by all the hosts of ghosts espoused the cause 
of Brhaspati (son of the sage Angira, the teacher of Lord Siva) due to his affection (for 
Brhaspati). (6) Accompanied by all the hosts of heaven, the mighty Indra followed Brhaspati. 
(In this way) there raged a battle for the sake of Tara, which caused the annihilation of (both) 
the gods and the Asuras.(7) 
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Now, apprised of the (whole) situation by the sage Angira, Brahma (the creator of the 
universe) harshly rebuked Soma and had Tara restored to her husband, who perceived her 
to be enceinte. (8) (He saidto her), “Cast away, cast away at once from my soil, O evil-minded 
one! the seed sown by others. | am not going to burn you a woman, O good lady, anxious 
as | am to have children (through you)." (9) Full of shame, Tara brought forth a son effulgent 
as gold. The sage Brhaspati (son of Angira) as well as Soma conceived a longing for the 
boy.(10) While the two were hotly disputing with regard to the child, each saying, "Itis mine, 
not yours!" sages and gods questioned her (as to whose progeny it was). She, however, said 
nothing, overcome as she was by shame. (11) Full of wrath the child said to the mother, "Why 
do you out of false modesty not speak (the truth), O immoral woman! (Therefore) tell me of 
your sin at once." (12) Calling her aside and reassuring her, Brahma gently interrogated her. 
She (then) gradually intimated that the child belonged to Soma, on which Soma took 
possession of the child. (13) Brahma (the self-born) gave him the name of Budha (the wise 
one), in virtue of his profound wisdom, O protector of men! From this son, the moon-god (the 
king of the stars) derived (great) joy. (14) Of Budha was born, through Ila, Purdrava, who 
has already been referred to.* Smitten with shafts of jove to hear of his personal charm, 
excellences, liberality, amiable disposition, affluence and valour, which were being extolled 
by the celestial sage (Narada), in the court of Indra (the lord of paradise), the celestial nymph 
Urvasi sought his presence. (15-16) Having developed a human disposition, thanks to the 
curse of the gods Mitra and Varuna, that charming damsel saw Purtrava (the foremost of 
men), who was as handsome as Love, and, controlling herself, arrived in his presence. (17) 
Seeing that celestial nymph, PurUrava spoke to her in a polite language (as follows), his eyes 
blooming with delight and the hair of his body standing on end. (18) 
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The king said : | welcome you, O charming one, let yourself be (comfortably) seated. 
What shall we do for you? Revel with me here. Let our enjoyment extend over numberless 


years. (19) 
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* Vide IX. 1. 35. 
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Urvagi replied : Whose mind and eyes will not be riveted on you, O handsome prince? 
Lo! on (mentally) reaching your bosom, my presence of mind leaves me, seized as | am with 
alonging to enjoy life with you. (20) Please take care, O king showing honour to others, of 
these two rams as my pledges. (Till then) | shall revel with you; (for) he who is praiseworthy 
(from the point of view of comeliness and other virtues) has been declared as acceptable to 
women. (21) Ghee (alone) will be my food, O valiant one, and | should not see you unclothed 
except during coition. Full of great joy, the king accepted (all) these conditions, saying, 
"Amen"! (22) "What wonderful beauty, what lovely gesture, that ravish humanity! What 
human being would not accept you, a celestial lady, come of her own accord?" (23) Along- 
with her, who delighted him (in everyway) in a befitting manner that jewel among men 
revelled at will in the pleasure-gardens of the gods such as the Caitraratha (the garden of 
Kubera). (24) Revelling with that celestial nymph emitting the fragrance of lotus filaments 
and captivated by the (sweet) odour of her mouth, PurUrava rejoiced for many years. (25) Not 
finding Urvagi (in his court) Indra earnestly urged the Gandharvas to look for her, saying:— 
"Bereft of Urvasi, my court does not look very charming." (26) Approaching at dead of night, 
when darkness fully prevailed, they stole away the two rams pledged with the king by his wife 
Urvaéi. (27) Hearing the scream of the two rams (who were dear as sons), while they were 
being carried away, Urvagi(the celestial lady) exclaimed:—"I am robbed of my life (as it were) 
by my unworthy husband, lacking in manliness though accounting himself a (great) hero. (28) 
By putting faith in him, lam ruined and have been despoiled by robbers of my rams (who were 
dear as my own progeny). At night he sleeps in fright like a woman and behaves as a man 
during the day time." (29) Thus pierced with arrows in the form of pungent words as an 
elephant with goads, and seizing a sword, Purirava angrily rushed forth in (that dark) night 
with no clothes on. (30) Leaving the rams on that (very) spot, the Gandharvas shone brightly 
like flashes of lightning, so that (in the light shed by them) Urvasi saw her husband coming 
back in state of nature taking the rams (with him) and left for heaven. (31) 


tes saat sremoge, fanart gal cferd fage: ale aa 132 | 
a at det peas Maa a ae: |S NRBaT: TE AH RET: 1331 
aa we fs figs ot a apis aaerahda aaife qo? isv 


Beast we fa a eRe GSM Gar Yeates AEH 134! 

Not finding his wife in the bed, Puriirava (the son of lla) appeared like one out of wits, his 
mind being fixed on her. Restless and grieving for her, he ranged over the globe like a 
madman. (32) Seeing her as well as her five female companions with their faces lit with keen 
delight (on one occasion) at Kuruksetra on the bank of the Saraswati, Purirava uttered the 
(following) adaptation of a famous Vedic text:—(33) Oh! my darling, Stop! Stop!! Having 
remained ungratified (yourself) till now, you ought not to consign me (as well) to misery. Let 
us have a (heart-to-heart) talk. (84) Drawn away too far, this charming body, of mine will fall 
here, O-celestial lady | (Nay,) wolves and vultures will devour it since it is no longer the 


recipient of your favour. (35) 
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Urvasi replied : Do not die, a man that you are; nor let these wolves (in the form of the 
turbulent senses) eat you up. Indeed there is no friendly feeling for anyone in women, their 
heart being akin to that of wolves. (36) Women kill for the sake of even a trifle their trusting 
husband or even a brother; for they are merciless, cruel, not easily forgiving, (and) ready to 
take great risks for their beloved objects. (37) Having cast away (all) friendly feeling after 
inspiring confidence in ignorant people through deceit and ever longing newer and newer 
lovers, immoral women lead a wanton life. (38) At the end of a year you will cohabit with me 
for a single night, O powerful lord; and you will have other issues too (in addition to the one 
already conceived by me through union with you). (39) 
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Perceiving Urvaéi (the celestial lady) to be gravid, Purirava returned to his capital. Going 
there (to Kuruksetra) once more at the end of a year, he found Urvasi the mother of a hero 
and, full of joy, cohabited with her for the night. Finding him impatient at his separation from 
her and (therefore) afflicted, (the next day), Urvasi lovingly said to him as follows:— 
"Propitiate these Gandharvas (by means of prayer and so on) and they will hand me over to 
you."(40-41) Pleased with him (even) while he was glorifying them, they bestowed on him, 
O protector of men, a vessel holding fire (for the purpose of propitiating it and thereby 
attaining to the realm of Urvagi). Thinking the vessel to be Urvasi (blinded as he was with 
passion), and roaming about'in the forest with that vessel, he discovered the reality of the 
vessel (when he was just going to embrace it sexually, taking it to be Urvasi). (42) Leaving 
the vessel in the forest, he returned home and began contemplating on Urvasi at night. (In 
the meantime) when the Treta age commenced (at the end of Satyayuga), the knowledge 
of the science of rituals (as represented by the three Vedas—Rk, Yajus and Sama), dawned 
on his mind. (43) Going to the spot where he had left the vessel, and perceiving (there) a 
peepul tree sprouting from inside a Sami tree, he hewed out of it a pair of Aranis (churning 
sticks) for kindling fire by attrition. (44) (Then) visualizing the lower Arani to be Urvasi, and 
the upper one as his own self and the piece that intervened the two as their son, the king 
churned them with a longing to reach the realm of Urvaéi, uttering sacred texts (detailing the 
procedure of producing fire through such churning). (45) As a result of his churning was 
produced a flame of fire. which is known by the name of Jataveda (that which has everything 
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createdin this universe by way ofits property or food). Through the ceremony of consecration 
(as enjoined by the three Vedas) it was adopted by the king (Purdrava) in three forms (viz., 
the Ahavaniya, the Garhapatya andthe Daksinagni) as his son (because leadingto sacred regions 
above). (46) Seeking after the realm of Urvasi, Purtirava worshipped by means of that fire 
Lord Sri Hari, the Ruler of sacrifices (the Bestower of their fruit), wno is above sense- 
perception and represents all the gods in His person. (47) Of yore (before the time of 
Purdrava) there was but one Vedain the form of Pranava (the mystical syllable OM), the seed 
of all speech; there was one deity, Narayana, and no other; there was but one fire (and not 
three) and only one caste known as the Harmsas. (48) The three Vedas (the cult of rituals 
expounded by them) came into being from Purtrava alone at the dawn of the Treta age, O 
protector of men, andthe king attained (after death) to the realm of the Gandharvas by means 
of the sacred fire, adopted by him as his son. (49) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse bearing (inter alia) on the story of Purdrava 
(the son of Ila), in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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$ri Suka resumed : Purdrava (the son of Ila), again, O protector of men, had by Urvasi 
sixsons, Ayu, Srutayu, Satyayu, Raya, Vijaya and Jaya. (1) Vasuman was the son of Srutayu 
and Srutafijaya, of Satyayu. Raya's son was Eka and Jaya's son was Amita. (2) Again, Bhima 
was the son of Vijaya; from Vijaya followed Kaficana and of Kaficana was born Hotra. Hotra's 
son was Jahnu, who took the (holy) Ganga in the hollow of his palms and quaffed it. Again, 
Jahnu's son was Piru, whose son was Balaka, and the latter's son was Aja. (3) Then came 
Kuéa; from (the loins of) Kuga, again, sprang up four sons—Kusambu, Tanaya, Vasu and 
Kuganabha. Gadhi was the son of Kusambu. (4) 
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ABrahmana, the sage Rcika, asked in marriage Gadhi's daughter, Satyavati. Considering 
him to be an unworthy match, Gadhi spoke to Rcika (a scion of the sage Bhrgu, as 
follows):— (5) "Let a thousand horses, white as the moon, (each) having one black ear, be 
given as the price of the girl; (for) we belong to the race of Kusika (renowned for our noble 
pedigree)." (6) Thus spoken to and having come to know his mind, the sage sought the 
presence of Varuna (the god of water) and, having brought and delivered the horses of the 
aforesaid description, married that lovely princess. (7) Entreated by his wife (Satyavati) as 
well as by his mother-in-law, each of whom was desirous of (having) a son, he prepared a 
Caru (an oblation of rice, barley and pulse boiled with butter and milk for presentation to the 
gods), uttering both kinds of Mantras (those invoking the birth of a Brahmana for his wife 
and that of a Ksatriya for his mother-in-law), and went out to bathe. (8) Meanwhile, being 
solicited by her aforesaid mother, who (naturally) thought the Caru prepared for her daughter 
as superior (because of the sage's affection for her), Satyavati (the sage's wife) gave the 
Caru meant for herself to her mother and herself ate that intended for her mother. (9) The 
sage having understood this (exchange of Caru between his wife and mother-in-law) politely 
said to his wife, "You have committed a grave blunder. Your son will be a cruel chastiser (of 
foes); (while) your brother will be one foremost among the knowers of Brahma." (10) Implored 
by Satyavati in the words "Let this not be", the sage Rcika (a scion of the sage Bhrgu) said, 
"If so, then your grandson will be such. Accordingly Jamadagni was born (of Satyavati). (11) 
And Satyavati became transformed into the most sacred river Kausiki (Kosi), capable of 
sanctifying the (whole) world. Indeed, of the sage Jamadagni were born through Renuka, the 
daughter of Renu—whom the aforesaid sage had duly married—(a number of) sons, 
Vasuman and others. The youngest of these became widely celebrated under the name of 
Rama (Paragurama), whom the learned speak of as a part manifestation of Lord Vasudeva 
(Visnu) and the destroyer of the race of the Haihayas, (nay) who divested this earth of the 
Ksatriya race thrice seven (twenty-one) times and struck and exterminated the wicked 
Ksatriyas, that had turned hostile to the Brahmanas and constituted a (veritable) burden on 
the earth—enveloped (overcome) as they were by the (element of) Rajas (passion) and 
Tamas (ignorance)—even though they committed the slightest offence. (12—1 5) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : What was that offence which was committed against 
the glorious sage (Parasurama) by Ksatriyas of uncontrolled mind, for which (the entire) race 
of the Ksatriyas was wiped out (by him) time and again ? (16) 
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Sri Suka replied : Having propitiated Lord Datta (better known as Dattatreya), a part 
manifestation of Lord Narayana, through acts of worship, Arjuna, the jewel among the 
Ksatriyas and the then ruler of the Haihayas, had secured a thousand arms, formidableness 
in the eyes of foes, uninterrupted soundness of the senses and organs of action, affluence, 
glory, prowess, fame and bodily strength, mastery of Yoga and superhuman power which 
was characterized by virtues such as the capacity to assume an atomic form. His movement 
being unimpeded (everywhere), he went about the worlds like the wind. (17—19) Sporting 
in the water of the Reva (Narmada), surrounded by jewels among women and intoxicated 
with excessive pride, King Arjuna, who wore a necklace made of precious stones of the (well- 
known) nine varieties, obstructed (the stream of) the river with his (thousand) arms. (20) 
Finding his (military) encampment inundated by the water of the river flowing upwards, 
Ravana (the ten-headed monster), who thought himself to be a (great) hero, did not brook 
this (show of) valour (on the part) of Arjuna. (21) Having offended against Arjuna, Ravana 
was seized by way of sport in the presence of those women (by Arjuna) and was imprisoned 
in Mahismati (his capital) like a monkey and (eventually) set free. (22) 
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Ranging in a dense forest in pursuit of game, on one occasion, Arjuna for his part found 
his way perchance into the precincts of the hermitage of the sage Jamadagni. (23) By the 
good offices of Kamadhenu (the cow of plenty) the sage, rich in asceticism, extended his 
hospitality to that ruler of men including his army, ministers and animals carrying them. (24) 
Seeing that affluence (of the sage), which surpassed his own, in that hermitage, and full of 
longing for the cow of plenty (which was so useful for Agnihotra or pouring oblations into the 
sacred fire, and which was responsible for all the affluence displayed by the sage), the hero 
(Arjuna) including the (other) Haihayas (his kinsmen that had accompanied him in his 
hunting expedition) did not make much of that hospitality. (25) In his arrogance the king (did 
not think it necessary to seek the permission of the sage and) commanded his men to take 
away the cow of plenty (lit., a storehouse of milk, ghee and so on, fit for being poured as 
oblation into the sacred fire). And they (in their turn) forcibly took away to Mahismati the 
screaming cow alongwith its calf. (26) Now, on the king having gone away Rama (who had 
been out) returned to the hermitage and, having heard of his aforesaid.wickedness, flew into 
a rage like a serpent that had been hit. (27) Taking his terrible axe, shield and bow with a 
quiver, the formidable hero pursued the king like a lion (the king of beasts) chasing the leader 
of a herd of elephants. (28) 

aaa PHCCUIN CH ogee aOR aaa | 
Wraanteaharmrst werfadeat ut Fa 1281 
aaereferoraafatrterfraroisarateertata: \ 


Dis. 15] BOOK NINE 61 


PEAKE HHHHEAA ALE HELE EHHHEE EASES ESSERE HAAR ELAR ALARA AAA E AERA AAA HARA RRR 


‘sate: ageenfaicoret wl wal waged igo! 
ual |oadisst. «wavered «Sen: «= Wee | 


fagerticaserfesg «9 Frode TS, FAT 12 

aan: veetg aeitigg sr gma 8 Fea! 

wr wasayat || aauitearetenerctyfirrferterra 123 | 

: weeem yasehogtea amefeeract afr 

War ser seem fase wa wed aefta ax 
erat: fame fr: agai et flat aaa aad agar 134! 


(Even) while entering his capital, Arjuna saw rushing with (great) vehemence Parasurama 
(the foremost of the Bhrgus), wielding a bow and armed with an arrow and an axe, clad in 
the skin of a black antelope and marked with matted locks brilliants as (the rays of) the 
sun.(29) Arjuna sent forth (against the intruder) seventeen most formidable Aksauhinis* 
characterized by elephants, chariots, horses and foot-soldiers and armed with maces, 
swords, arrows, javelins, Sataghnis (a stone or cylindrical piece of wood studded with iron 
spikes) and darts. The glorious Rama destroyed them (all) single-handed. (30) In whatever 
direction appeared Rama (the destroyer of hostile armies), quick as mind and the wind, 
whose axe was (ever) prone to strike, there fell down to the ground warriors with their arms, 
thighs and necks severed and their charioteers and animals slain. (31) Seeing his army laid 
low in the battle-field—rendered miry with streams of blood—with their shields, ensigns, 
bows and bodies cut to pieces by the axe and shafts of Rama, Arjuna (the chief of the 
Haihayas) rushed forward in rage. (32) Now, with his (one thousand) arms the celebrated 
Arjuna synchronously fitted arrows to his five hundred bows in order to pierce Rama. Rama 
(however), who was by far the foremost of those that (ever) wielded missiles and who had 
(only) one bow, simultaneously cut them down with his arrows. (33) Again, with his hard- 
edged axe Rama, for his part, violently lopped off, like the hoods of a serpent, (all the 
thousand) arms of Arjuna, who came rushing forward in battle with (terrible) speed uprooting 
with his (numerous) hands rocks and trees on the battle-field. (34) Rama severed, like the 
peak of amountain, the head of Arjuna, whose arms had (thus) been lopped off. On the father 
having been killed, his ten thousand sons ran away out of fear. (35) 
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Bringing back the cow of plenty—sore distressed (at its having been removed by force 
from the hermitage)—together with her calf, and returning safe to his hermitage, Rama (the 


* For the strength of an Aksauhini see foot-note below I. viii. 48. 
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slayer of hostile warriors) duly made her over to his father (sage Jamadagni): (36) Rama 
recounted to his father as well as to his (elder) brothers his own achievement and also that 
which was done by Arjuna. Having heard the account, Jamadagni spoke (as follows) :—(37) 
"Rama, O Rama of mighty arms you have committed a (great) sin in that you slew for no 
purpose a ruler of men, who represented all the gods (in his person). (38) We, Brahmanas, 
O dear child, have earned a title to adoration through forgiveness alone, by virtue of which 
Brahma, the adored of the (whole) world, attained to the position of the supreme ruler (of the 
universe). (39) Through forgiveness the glory of a Brahmana shines forth like the brilliance 
of the sun. (Nay,) with the forgiving the almighty Lord Sri Hariis quickly pleased. (40) Slaying 
aking whose head has been (duly) consecrated (at the time of coronation) is more sinful than 
the killing of a Brahmana. Therefore, O dear one, atone for the sin by reverently visiting the 
holy places with your mind fixed on Sri Visnu (the immortal Lord). (41) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


sett et iets 
Pee Sirs 


ZID Breaseara: 


Discourse XVI 
Extermination of the Ksatriyas by ParaSurama : an account 
of the posterity of the sage Viswamitra 
SR TaTI 

fatofefedt «=o Umea 6 ARH dae defeat afterssmmmeri 2 | 

watfag teat oat AgTat wafer terdast PISTARI IAA | 2 | 

facteanit merger adi wai gmaet 7 we feisfeme 3 | 

arent ¢ fader a: wofeaisa | aera Hest weit qlera Haale: 1 x 1 

cata aftiatet cea: sepfadissdia.| weal use: oro A aiRT IG I 

um: aaifed: for ar AT Pera! wae WA: Wee ATTA A 1G | 

aurea «= old: | erate: aa wat wash sifad araft adi © 1 

aye gale fame gare faqs was wee c | 
Sri Suka resumed _: Admonished by his father (as aforesaid)" and saying "So be it’, 
Parasurama returned to his hermitage (only) after having performed pilgrimage for a year, 
O delight of the Kurus! (1) On acertain day, having gone to the Ganga, Renuka (Paragurama's 
mother saw (there) Citraratha (the king of the Gandharvas)—adorned with a lotus garland— 
sporting with celestial nymphs. (2) It was for water that she had gone to the river. (But) gazing 
at the sporting Gandharva, she did not remember the time scheduled for offering oblations 


into the sacred fire (when the water was required by her husband), her heart being seized 
with a slight longing for Citraratha. (3) Perceiving the delay thus caused, and terribly afraid 


a ee 
* Vide verses 38—41 of Discourse XV above. 
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of the sage’s (her husband's) curse, she returned (forthwith) and, placing the pitcher before 
him, stood with joined palms. (4) Enraged to know (through Yoga) the (mental) lapse of his 
wife, the sage exclaimed, "My sons! do away with this sinful woman." Though enjoined thus, 
they did not carry out his command. (5) Peremptorily urged by the father, Parasurama, who 
knew well the power of the sage's deep concentration of mind and austerities killed his 
brothers alongwith the mother. (6) The gratified Jamadagni (the son of Satyavati) asked him 
4o-seek a boon. Rama for his part requested that those despatched by himself might be 
restored to life and forget their having been killed (by him). (7) They instantly rose (quite) 
whole (again) as if after sleep. ParaSurama put his dear ones to death (only) because he 
knew the power of his father's austerities. (8) 
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Those sons of Arjuna that had been vanquished by Rama's valour found peace 
nowhere, recollecting as they did the death of their father (at the hands of Parasurama), oO 
king! (9) One day, when Parasurama, alongwith his (elder) brothers, had gone to the woods 
from his hermitage, Arjuna’s sons (who were anxious to repay their grudge) came to the 
hermitage, finding a suitable opportunity (to accomplish their object). (10) Perceiving the 
sage seated in the hut consecrated to the sacrificial fire, with his mind fixed on the Lord of 
sacred renown, they of sinful resolve made short work of him. (11) Though entreated by the 
helpless mother of Parasurama (to spare her husband), those vile and extremely heartless 
Ksatriyas forcibly lopped off the sage's head and took it away (with them). (1 2) Stricken with 
agony and grief and violently beating herself with her hands, the virtuous Renuka loudly and 
plaintively cried, “Rama ! O Rama !! Come, dear child !!!" (13) Attentively hearing that cry of 
“Oh Rama!" uttered as though by one in distress, Parasurama, who was ata distance, hastily 
returned to the hermitage and beheld his father done to death. (14) Utterly confounded with 
an outburst of agony, anger, indignation, affliction and grief, Parasurama then cried:—"Ah 
noble and most virtuous father, leaving us, you have ascended to heaven!" (15) Wailing thus, 
he himself tightly gripped his battle-axe and, entrusting the father's dead body to the care of 
his brothers, made up his mind to extirpate the Ksatriya race”. (16) 
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* Tradition says that in her deep agony caused by her husband's brutal murder Rama's mother beat her breast twenty- 
one times. In order to pacify her, ParaSurama too wiped out the Ksatriya race as many times. 
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Going to Mahismati (that had been) completely robbed of its splendour by the (sin of 
the) murderers of a Brahmana (sage), Paragurama raised in the heart of the city a huge 
mountain of their heads and with their blood created a ghastly river that inspired terror into 

(the heart of) Brahmana-haters. Making the murder of his father an excuse—on the Ksatriyas 

having taken to unrighteous ways—the mighty Parasurama rid the globe of the Ksatriyas 

thrice seven times and (from their blood) created at Samantapaficaka (Kuruksetra) tanks 
filled with blood instead of water, O protector of men ! (17—19) Having brought (back) the 
head of his father, Parasurama joined it to his trunk and, placing his body on (blades of) the 
sacred Kusa grass, propitiated through (anumber of) sacrifices the (supreme) Deity, his own 

Self, who represents all the gods in His person. (20) (At the end of these sacrifices) he 

actually gave away the eastern quarter to the Hota, the southern to the Brahma, the western 

to the Adhwaryu (and) the northern to the Udgata. (21) He bestowed the intermediate corners 
on the other priests, the central region on the sage KaSyapa, the Aryavarta (the tract of land 
bounded on the north by the Himalayas and on the south by the Vindhya mountains), on the 

Upadrasta (the supervisor) and the region beyond (viz., that lying to the south of the Vindhya 

range) on the Sadasyas (superintending priests). (22) And then, having washed off his entire 

sin (incurred by killing numberless Ksatriyas) through a bath, taken at the conclusion of the 
sacrifices in (the waters of) the Saraswati, a river representing the Vedas, he shone like the 
cloudless sun. (23) Having regained his own body (which was now completely) spiritualized 

(consisting as it did of consciousness alone), Jamadagni too, the adored of Paragurama, 

became the seventh in the group of the seven seers (looking after the welfare of the 

universe). (24) Indeed, Jamadagni's son, the worshipful Parasurama too, who has eyes 
beautiful as a pair of lotuses, will propagate the Vedas (as one of the seven seers), O king, 
in the ensuing Manvantara. (25) He stays even to this day on Mount Mahendra, having 
renounced (all forms of) violence and with a perfectly serene mind, his exploits being sung 
by Siddhas, Gandharvas and Caranas. (26) Descending in the midst of the Bhrgus, the 
almighty Lord Sri Hari, the Soul of the universe, thus slew several times kings (Ksatriyas) 
who constituted a great burden on the (bosom of the) earth. (27) 
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Gadhi's son was (the celebrated sage) Vigwamitra possessed of extraordinary 
effulgence, like a blazing fire, who, shedding his Ksatriyahood, attained Brahmanical glory 
through (his) asceticism. (28) And Vigwamitra had one hundred and one sons, O protector 
of men! The fifty-first son (who formed the middle of the whole lot, was (named) 
Madhucchanda; (hence) they (all) came to be known as Madhucchandas. (29) Adopting 
Ajigarta's son Sunahgepa, also known as Devarata, a scion of the sage Bhrgu, as his own 
son, the sage Vigwamitra said to his sons, “Let this boy be treated as the eldest (of you 
all)."(80) He was the same Sunahgepa (a descendant of Bhrgu) who was sold (by his 
parents) to be used as a human victim in the sacrificial performance of King Hari$candra* 
(Having sought the protection of Viswamitra,) he was freed from bond in the shape of a cord 
by extolling (as instructed by Viswamitra) gods such as the lords of creation. (Thus) saved 
by the gods (Varuna and others) in a sacrificial (performance meant to propitiate the god 
Varuna, the ascetic boy became celebrated among the scions of Gadhi by the name of 
Devarata. (31-32) The (fifty) sons of Viswamitra, older than Madhucchanda, did not approve 
of Sunahgepa being treated as the eldest. Full of anger, the sage (Vigwamitra) cursed them, 
“Become Mlecchas (barbarians), O evil ones!" (33) Alongwith his fifty (younger) brothers— 
so the tradition goes—Madhucchanda then said: "We shall abide by whatever you enjoin on 
us." (34) They (accordingly) took Sunahgepa, a seer of Vedic Mantras, as the eldest (of them 
all) and said to him, "Indeed we are (all) your followers (younger brothers)." (Gratified at this) 
Vigwamitra said to these (latter) sons, "You will be blessed with sons—you who have made 
me a father of worthy sons by conceding my superiority (acceptting my command). (35) This 
valiant Devarata is one of you (as good a scion of Kusika as you), O scions of Kusika! (Hence) 
follow him (as an elder brother)." There were other sons too of Viswamitra—Astaka, Harita, 
Jaya, Kratuman and so on. (36) Thus, of course, the line of Kusika was ramified into various 
off-shoots due to the sons of ViSwamitra. And it acquired a different Pravara (branch name, 
viz., that of Devarata) inasmuch as it was given a new shape (with Devarata as the eldest 
son of Viswamitra). (37) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramaharmsa-Samhita. 
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* Vide verses 20 and 21 of Discourse VII above. 
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(All) these aforesaid kings in the line of Ksatravrddha were the descendants of Kasi. 
Rambha's son was Rabhasa, whose son (again) was Gambhira and from him followed 
Akriya. (10) Through his wife was sprung a line of Brahmanas; (now) listen to the posterity 
of Anena. From (the loins of) Anena sprang up Suddha, from whom followed Suci. Of him 
was born Trikakud, alias Dnarmasarathi. (11) Of him was born Santaraya, who had his object 
(in the shape of final beatitude) accomplished and was enlightened (too so that he did not 
beget any child). Raji had five hundred sons, who were (all) possessed of immense 
strength.(12) Solicited by the gods, he slew the demons and restored (the kingdom of) 
heaven to Indra. Returning it to him (Raji) and clasping his feet, Indra placed himself in his 
hands, afraid as he was of Prahrada and other enemies. On the death oftheir father, the sons 
of Raji did not return to the great Indra, even though he asked for it, (the sovereignty of) 
heaven and (even) fully appropriated the sacrificial offerings. When oblations were being 
poured by the preceptor (the sage Brhaspati) into the sacred fire (according to the procedure 
laid down for the employment of spells for a malevolent purpose), Indra (the slayer of the 
demon Bala) slew (all) the sons of Raji, who had strayed from the path of virtue, and none 
(of them) was left alive. From (the loins of ) Kuga, the grandson of Ksatravrddha, sprang up 
Prati; then came Safijaya, whose son was Jaya. (13—16) From Jaya followed Krta and of 
Krta, again, was born King Haryavana. Next came Sahadeva and from Sahadeva followed 
Hina; while Hina's son was Jayasena. Then came Sankrti and the latter's son was Jaya, a 
great car-warrior devoted to the course of conduct of a Ksatriya. These are all the kings born 
in the line of Ksatravrddha; now hear of the line which originated from King Yayati (the son 
of Nahusa). (17-18) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse, forming part of an account of the lunar dynasty, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Like the six senses (including the mind) of an embodied soul, 
the following six were the sons of Nahusa—Yati, Yayati, Sarnyati, Ayati, Viyati and Krti. 
(1) Yati (the eldest) did not desire the sovereignty, offered by his father, since he knew 
the end of sovereignty, having entered which one is no longer able to realize the Self. 
(2) On his father (Nahusa) having been hurled from heaven and transformed into a 
python by the (curse of) the Brahmanas (the sage Agastya and others) due to the 
former's impudence towards Indra's wife, therefore, (it was) Yayati (who) became the 
king. (3) Yayati (the elder brother) appointed (his four) younger brothers (Samyati and 
others) as governors in the four quarters (each in one quarter) and, having taken to 
wife the daughters of Sukracarya and Vrsaparva, ruled over the globe (as its suzerain 


lord). (4) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : The glorious Sukracarya was a Braéhmana sage and 


Yayati (the son of Nahusa), a mere Ksatriya. How did the irregular marriage of a Ksatriya king 
with a Brahmana girl take place ? (5) 
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SriSuka replied : Accompanied by a thousand girl companions as well as by Devayani, 
the daughter of Sukracarya (the preceptor of the Danavas), Sarmistha, the virgin daughter 
of Vrsaparva (the celebrated Danava chief)—who, though belonging to the weaker sex, was 
(yet) very proud—was strolling, on one occasion, in the city garden, full of flowering trees and 
adorned with the sandy strands of a lotus pond swarming with sweetly humming bees.(6-7) 
Arriving at the pond and leaving their clothes on the margin, those maidens with eyes 
beautiful as a pair of lotuses sported in it, sprinkling one another with water. (8) Observing 
Lord Sankara, mounted on a bull alongwith His divine Consort (Goddess Parvati) passing 
(that way), the damsels felt abashed and put on their clothes, coming out of the pond at 
once.(9) Sarmistha unwittingly put on the raiment of the preceptor's daughter, regarding it 
as her own. Getting enraged (at this), Devayani spoke thus:—(10) "Oh ! just look at the 


indecorum of this servant-maid in that like a bitch snatching away the oblation in a sacrifice 
she has put on the clothing which was meant to be put on by us. (11) Even among the 
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Brahmanas—by whom this world has been created by dint of (their) asceticism, who 
represent the mouth of the supreme Person (in the sense that they emanated from the mouth 
of the Cosmic Person and also because it is by feeding them that the Lord is easily 
propitiated) and by whom is cherished (as the object of their worship) the (transcendent) 
Brahma (thatis all effulgence), by whom has been revealed the way to blessedness (in the 
shape of the Vedic religion), whom hail and extol the guardians of the spheres and the 
rulers of the gods, (nay,) even the almighty Lord, the Soul of the universe, the Purifier (of 
all) and the abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity)—we are the descendants 
of Bhrgu ! Her (Sarmistha's) father, a demon chief, is a disciple of ours. (Yet) like a Stidra 
who has learnt by heart the Veda, this wench has put on the garment which was to be worn 
by us |" (12—14) Hissing like a female serpent and biting her lips in anger, the ill-treated 
Sarmistha spoke (as follows) to the preceptor's daughter, who was thus abusing her:—(15) 
"Not knowing your own status, O beggar-maid, you brag much! Do you not (all) wait at our 
door like a swarm of crows (the eaters of crumbs offered to them as representatives of the 
feathered kingdom)?" (16) Reproaching in such exceedingly harsh words the preceptor's 
daughter, who was worthy of respect, Sarmistha violently dashed her into a well after 
snatching her clothes through anger. (17) 
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When Sarmistha had left for her home, Yayati, who had been wandering in search of 

game, arrived there by chance.Being desirous of water, he looked into the well and descried 
her (Devayani)—so the tradition goes. (18) Giving to the naked girl the piece of cloth 
covering the upper part of his body, the kind-hearted king lifted her out, grasping (her) hand 
by his own. (19) Devayani, (the daughter of the sage USana) spoke to the hero ina language 
full of love (as follows):—"O king, the conqueror of (your) enemy's cities ! my hand has been 
accepted by you. (20) Indeed, let none else take my hand, now that | have been accepted 
by you. This union of ours, O valiant king, has been brought about by Providence and is not 
man-made inasmuch as this sight of yours has been vouchsafed to me while | was clinging 
to a well. (21) A Brahmana is not destined to be my husband, thanks to the imprecation of 
Kaca (the son of the sage Brhaspati)—Kaca, whom | had cursed* on a former occasion, O 
long-armed one !" (22) Recognizing the connection as having been pre-ordained by fate, 
even though it was not (at all) acceptable to him (inasmuch as it was against the recognized 
code of ethics), and perceiving his mind too (which could not lean towards unrighteousness) 
drawn towards her, Yayati agreed to her proposal. (23) 


TU a de aw wed fig: aera ae: Ba ahiga HAT Iey! 


* Kaca was receiving instruction in the science of reviving the dead from Sukr4carya at the latter's house. While he was 
returning home after finishing his course of instruction, Devayani wooed him, but was refused by Kaca on the ground of her 
being like a sister to him. Devayani thereupon pronounced an imprecation on him that the instruction received by him would 
bear no fruit. Kaca too uttered a counter-curse on Devayani, saying that no Brahmana would take her to wife. 
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On the valiant king having departed, Devayani (too) repaired from the garden to her 
father, weeping (all the way), and forthwith related to him all that had been said and done 
by Sarmistha. (24) Condemning the vocation of a priest and praising the way of life of a 
pigeon (that gleans grains of corn lying scattered ina field where the harvest has been reaped 
and lives on such gleanings alone), that glorious sage, Kavya (SUkracarya), went out of the 
city (the capital of Vrsaparva), sad at heart, alongwith his daughter (Devayani). (25) 
Concluding him to have hostile intentions (of bringing victory to the gods), and anxious to 
placate the preceptor, Vrsaparva fell (prostrate) at his feet on the road. (26) The worshipful 
Sukracarya (a scion of Bhrgu), whose anger lasts but half a moment, gently said to his 
disciple, "Let Devay€ani's wish (condition) be fulfilled, O king! 1 am unable to ignore her". (27) 
When Vrsaparva remained standing, (even) after uttering the words, "So be it!", Devayani 
declared what was in her mind, saying, "Given away by my father, whithersoever | go, let 
Sarmistha follow me with (all) her companions." (28) Perceiving the danger to her own people 
from the exit of Sukracarya and the magnitude of good expected from his staying over, 
Sarmistha waited upon Devayani like a menial alongwith her thousand female companions.(29) 
Giving away to Yayati (son of Nahusa) his daughter alongwith Sarmistha, the sage USana 
(Sukracarya) said to him, "O king ! let not Sarmistha ever share your bed." (30) Perceiving 
onacertain occasion Devayani (Usana's daughter) blessed with ason. Sarmistha (too) who 
was leading a chaste life, sought during the period favourable for conception the bed in 
seclusion ofthe very husband of her friend (Devayani), (withalonging tobe similarly blessed 
with progeny). (31) Solicited by the princess for progeny and considering it a sacred duty (to 
grant her prayer), Emperor Yayati (who knew what was right) sought her embrace as 
something ordained by destiny itself (and not through concupiscence), even though 
recollecting in time the warning of Sukracarya. (32) Devayani duly gave birth to Yadu and 
Turvasu as well, while Sarmistha, the daughter of Vrsaparva, bore Druhyu and Anu and 
Puru. (33) Overwhelmed with rage on concluding that Sarmistha (the daughter of the Asura 
king) too had conceived through her (own) husband, the haughty Devayani went away to 
her father's house. (34) Having followed his darling, the uxorious Yayati tried to reconcile 
her with blandishments, as well as by kneading her feet and other such devices, but could 
not please her. (35) The angry Sukracarya said to the king, "O fool! O liar, hankering after 
women !! Let old age, which disfigures a man, overtake you." (36) 
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Yayati submitted : | am unsated till today with sensuous enjoyments in the company 
of your daughter, O holy Brahmana! (Sukracarya replied ) "Old age may be exchanged (by 
you) at will with the youth of any other who may voluntarily accept it." (37) Having obtained 
a solution (of his problem) in this form, Yayati (returned to his capital and) said to his eldest 
son, "Yadu dear, take this old age (of mine), brought about by (the curse of) your grandfather 
(mother's father, Sukracarya) and part with your own youth, my darling ! (for) | am not yet 
satiated with the pleasures of sense and intend to revel some (more) years with (the help 
of) your youth. (38-39) 
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Yadu replied : | have no courage to (accept and) live with your old age, got (by you) in 
the middle of your life. (For,) having not (actually) tasted the vulgar pleasures a man does 
notattain to desirelessness. (40) Though urged by their father, Turvasu and Druhyu and Anu 
too declined, O scion of Bharata, since they did not know what was right and looked upon 
the transient (body etc.) as eternal. (41) (Now) Yayati asked his son, Puaru—who, though 
youngest in age, was superior in point of virtues—and added, "Dear one ! like your elder 
brothers you should not refuse me." (42) 
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Piru replied : As a matter of fact, what man in this world, O ruler of men ! can requite 
his father, the procreator of his body, by whose grace he can attain the highest (object of 
his life)? (43) The best son is he who accomplishes (in anticipation) whatever is expected 
by his father (without waiting to be told what is wanted by him). A mediocre son is he who 
does (only) that which he is (expressly) told to. The lowest is he who does his father's 
bidding with irreverence; while he who refuses to do his bidding is (no more than) the 
refuse of his father. (44) 
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Saying so, Piru most gladly accepted his father's old age. The latter too, O protector of 
men, enjoyed the pleasures of sense with (the help of) his (PUru's) youth, as enjoined by the 
scriptures. (45) Duly protecting his subjects like a father, Yayati (the ruler of all the seven 
divisions of the globe) enjoyed the sense-objects according to his pleasure, his senses 
remaining unimpaired. (46) Devayani too, the beloved of her husband, afforded supreme 
delight in private to her beloved husband from day to day with mind, speech, body and 
(various) articles (of enjoyment). (47) Yayati (also) propitiated through sacrifices with liberal 
gifts of money Lord Sri Visnu (the Destroyer of sins), the Deity presiding over sacrifices, the 
embodiment of all the Vedas, who represents all the gods in His Person. (48) Like a mass 
of clouds in the sky, this world—which is (no better than) a dream, a hoax and a fancy—is 
superimposed on God; it now appears as different (in the shape of numberless names and 
forms) and now disappears (during deep sleep as well as at the time of final dissolution). (49) 
Installing in his heart the selfsame Lord Vasudeva, the Indweller of all hearts, who has His 
abode in water and is subtler than the subtle, Yayati, who had no desire (left) in him, 
worshipped Him there. (50) Though enjoying the pleasures of sense—which are only 
conceptual—with his (five) wicked senses as well as with the mind, which is the sixth, for 
thousands of years, Yayati (the ruler of the entire globe) did not feel sated. (51) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : Thus enjoying the pleasures of sense, Yayati, who had been 
enslaved by his wife, woke up to his spiritual fall and, disgusted with the world narrated the 
following (story in the form of a ) parable to Devayani (his beloved wife). (1) "Listen, O 
Devayani (a scion of the sage Bhrgu), the true story of one on this earth who had a conduct 
similar to mine and who was full of lust (lit., lived in a village), yet for whom (and others like 
him) the wise residing in the woods constantly grieve. (2) Hunting for his beloved object in 
a forest all alone, a certain goat saw a she-goat fallen in a well, subject (as she was) to her 
own destiny. (3) Intently thinking of a means of rescuing the she-goat, the passionate goat 
created an outlet (for her) by digging out the earth at the brim with the end of his horns. (4) 
Coming out of the well, that beautiful she-goat, it is said, fell in love with that very goat. 
Observing him selected by her—stout, mature, most lovable, capable of procreation and 
expert in the art of copulation as he was—many more she-goats, who longed for a beloved 
companion, also conceived a passion for the goat. Enhancing the delight of those numerous 
she-goats, that king of goats revelled with them alone and ceased to think of himself, 
possessed as he was by the devil of concupiscence. (5-6) Perceiving that very goat enjoying 
himself with another most beloved she-goat, the one that had fallen into the well and 
(consequenily) got bewildered, could not brook that act of the goat. (7) Deserting that lustful 
goat, who though disguised as a friend had played her false and whose love was (only) 
momentary, given as he was to the gratification of his senses, the she-goat returned full of 
agony to her owner. (8) The goat too, a slave of his beloved she-goat, felt (very) wretched 
and followed her, uttering a bleat all the way in order to pacify her, but could not reconcile 
her. (9) There (in her owner's house) a certain Brahmana, who was her owner, amputated, 
in anger, his dangling scrotum and rejoined it in the interest of the she-goat (herself), 
proficient as he was in (all) such expedients. (10) With his scrotum restored, the goat too 
revelled for a long time indeed with the she-goat that had been found (by him) in the well, 
O dear one! But he does not feel satiated with sense-enjoyments till this day. (11) Bound in 
the same way with the cords of your love and deluded by your charm, O pretty one, | fail to 
recognize my own self, wretched as | am. (12) (All) the rice and barley, gold, animals and 
women that exist on earth—they cannot yield satisfaction to the mind of a man who is 
buffeted by lust. (13) The craving for sense-gratification never ceases with the enjoyment of 
sense-objects. On the other hand it grows stronger and stronger like fire fed by ghee. (14) 
When aman does not entertain the notion of diversity (in the form of likes and dislikes, which 
are undesirable,) with regard to any living being, then to such aman, looking upon all with 
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the same eye, all the quarters turn blissful. (15) One desirous of happiness should speedily 
get rid of the thirst for pleasure, which is productive of sorrow, nay, which cannot be easily 
given up by the evil-minded and which does not get worn out even though one's body grows 
old. (16) Aman should not sit close (even) to his mother, sister or daughter. (For) the powerful 
senses lead astray even alearned man. (17) Full one thousand years have slipped by while 
| have been busy repeatedly enjoying the pleasures of sense. And yet each time (I enjoy 
them) my thirst for them is renewed. (18) Therefore, giving up this (thirst for pleasure) and 
fixing my mind on the Absolute, | shall roam about with deer, being rid of the pairs of opposites 
(such as joy and sorrow) and free from egotism. (19) Knowing both that is seen and heard 
of as unreal and foreseeing transmigration and the degradation of his soul to follow from their 
thought (etc.), he who neither thinks of nor enjoys them is the knower of his self." (20) 
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Having spoken thus to his wife (Devayani) and returned PUru's youth to him, Yayati 
received (back) his own old age (from him), all craving for enjoyment having left him for 
good.(21) He appointed Druhyu as the ruler in the south-eastern quarter, Yadu in the south, 
Turvasu in the west and Anu in the north. (22) Having duly installed (on the throne) Puru, the 
worthiest, (though the youngest, of all his sons) as the suzerain lord of the entire globe and 
master of its wealth, and placing his elder brothers (Yadu and others) under his control, 
Yayati retired to the forest. (23) He renounced in a moment the pleasures of the six senses 
(including the mind), constantly enjoyed (by him) for very many years through their objects, 
(even) as a bird leaves its nest when fledged. (24) Having totally shaken off all attachment 
(to the body and whatever is connected with it) and dissociated himself from his subtle body 
(a product of the three Gunas), by virtue of his self-realization in that forest, the celebrated 
Yayati attained absorption into the supreme Brahma, known by the name of Vasudeva, 
which is free from the taint of Maya—a state which is obtainable (only) through devotion to 
the Lord. (25) Hearing the (aforesaid) parable, Devayani took it as a taunt to herself; (nay) 
she thought it to be a joke uttered (by her husband) in the agony of love subsisting between 
a husband and a wife. (26) Realizing the association of near and dear ones, who are (all) 
subject to the control of the Lord, as akin to the gathering of travellers in a place where water 
is supplied to the passers-by, and as having been brought about by the Lord's will (guided 
by their past Karma), Devayani (a scion of Bhrgu) renounced attachment to everything, 
regarding all to be as unreal as a dream, and focussing her mind on Sri Krsna, gave up her 


subtle body (attained Liberation like her husband). (27-28) Hail, hail to You, the all-tranquil 
and all-pervading Lord Vasudeva, the Maker of this universe, the Indweller of all created 


Dis. 20 ] BOOK NINE 75 


SRERR RHEL eee TASES Se RAAAEAET ESSERE EA AAAS SEE A ARAL ELA ELAR APH HEH REAM 


beings. (29) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse, in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed :| shall (now) give a detailed account of the line of Puru, in which you 
were born, O scion of Bharata, and in which (many) royal sages and Brahmanas, each 
propagating his line, appeared. (1) Now, Janmejaya was born of Puru and Janmejaya's son 
was Pracinvan, from whose loins appeared Pravira. From him indeed followed Namasyu 
(and) to him was born Carupada. (2) From his loins appeared a son named Sudyu, of whom 
was born Bahugava, and from him followed Sarnyati. His son was Aharnyati, whose son was 
called Raudrasgwa. (3) Rteyu, Kukseyu, Sthandileyu, Krteyu, Jaleyu and Santateyu, 
Dharmeyu, Satyeyu, Vrateyu and the youngest known as Vaneyu—these ten were the sons 
of Raudragwa, born of the celestial nymph Ghrtaci, (even) as the ten Indriyas (the five senses 
of perception and the five organs of action) are evolved from Prana, the chief of the five vital 
airs (viz., Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana), the life of the microcosm. (4-5) 
Rteyu's son was Rantibhara, who had three sons—Sumati, Dhruva and Apratiratha, O 
protector of men ! Apratiratha's son was Kanva. (6) His son was Medhatithi, from whom 
originated the Brahmanas, Praskanva and others. Sumati's son was Raibhya; (and) 
Dusyanta is held to be his son. (7) 
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(One day,) surrounded (accompanied) by a few bodyguards, Dusyanta, who had gone 
a hunting, arrived at the hermitage of Kanva. He saw sitting there a charming damsel, who 


was a compeer of Rama (the goddess presiding over beauty and prosperity) and a 
personification as it were of the enchanting potency of the Lord, and was illuminating the 
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hermitage with her effulgence. The king instantly fell in love with her and spoke to her. (8-9) 
Greatly rejoiced at her sight and sore stricken with love, he questioned her in soft words (as 
follows), gracefully smiling, his fatigue having completely disappeared:—(10) "Who are you 
with eyes resembling the petals of a lotus ? Whose daughter are you, O charming one ? And 
what is the purpose of your staying in this lovely forest? (11) | clearly perceive you to be the 
daughter of a Ksatriya, O pretty one! For, nowhere does the mind of the scions of Puru find 
delight in (leans towards) unrighteousness." (12) 
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Sakuntala replied : Certainly | am the daughter of Viswamitra, forsaken by Menaka in 
the forest. The worshipful sage Kanva knows this (life-history of mine). What may we do for 
you, O hero? (13) Have your seat, O lotus-eyed one, and indeed let our hospitality be 
accepted (by you). There is (enough of) wild rice, which may (kindly) be partaken of; (and) 
stay (here) if it pleases you. (14) 
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Dusyanta replied : What you say is (quite) becoming of you, born (as you are) in the line 
of Kugika, O beautiful one! For, princesses choose a suitable partner by themselves. (15) 
The king, who knew what was enjoined ata particular time and place, married, consistently 
with the ethical code, Sakuntala—who had (tacitly) expressed her consent—according to 
the Gandharva system (which is based on mutual consent alone). (16) The royal sage, who 
was possessed of unfailing procreative energy, deposited his seed (at night) in the womb of 
his wedded wife (Sakuntala). The next morning he went (back) to his capital. (And) in course 
of time she gave birth to ason. (17) The sage Kanva performed the appropriate (purificatory) 
rites relating to the (new-born) prince (commencing from Jatakarma, the rite performed at 
the time of the birth of a child), in the forest. While (yet) an infant, he used to play with lions, 
binding them with his superior strength. (18) 
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Sakuntala (the jewel among young women) sought the presence of her (royal) husband 
(Emperor Dusyanta), taking alongwith her that boy of formidable prowess, born with a 
minute ray (of the divine essence) of Sri Hari. (19) When the king (Dusyanta) did not accept 
(as his own) Sakuntala (his wife) and her son, who were (both) irreproachable, an ethereal 
voice in the heavens spoke (as follows), all living beings listening:—(20) "Mother is but a 
leathern bag (to hold and develop the seed). The son belongs to his father (alone); nay, he 
is the same as his father* (of whom he was born). (Therefore,) O Dusyanta! havet your son 


* This is corroborated by the Sruti, which says:—' S111 8 Paras’. 
+The command of the ethereal voice asking Dusyanta to accept the child ( 444) was responsible for the child being given 
the name of Bharata. 
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(and) do not spurn Sakuntala (your wedded wife). (21) A son who procreates (and thus 
propagates his line) leads (his father) out of the abode of Yama, O ruler among men! 
Sakuntala truly says that you are the procreator of this child." (22) 
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After his father's death Bharata too became a universal monarch of great renown. The 
glory of the said monarch, born with a ray of Sri Hari, is sung on earth (even to this day). (23) 
He bore the mark of a discus in his right palm and that of a lotus-bud on (the soles of both) 
his feet. Having been (duly installed on the throne after being) consecrated by means of a 
grand (religious) bath, the powerful emperor performed (as many as) fifty-five horse- 
sacrifices on the banks of the (holy) Ganga in order of sequence (from the source to the 
mouth) and seventy-eight sacrifices (lit, he tied seventy-eight holy horses) along the 
Yamuna in the same order, choosing Dirghatama (the son of Mamata) as his priest and freely 
gifting (ample) wealth. The sacrificial fire of Bharata, the son of Dusyanta, was set up on 
an exceedingly excellent (most sacred) site where a thousand Brahmanas divided among 
themselves cows (gifted by Bharata)—each getting as his share a Badva (thirteen thousand 
and eighty four*). (24—26) Having (thus) performed one hundred and thirty-three horse- 
sacrifices (lit., having tied to the sacrificial post 133 horses) to the (great) wonder of (other) 
kings, Bharata (the son of Dusyanta) not only overcame the Lord's Maya (the deluding 
potency) but (also) attained to Lord Sri Hari (the adored of the gods). (27) In the sacrificial 
function called 'Masnara’ Bharata gave away (to the Brahmanas) fourteen lakhs of dark 
elephants of excellent breed with white tusks—all adorned with gold. (28) Neither did kings 
that have gone by nor will future kings emulate the great example of Bharata any more than 
one can touch heaven with one's hands..(29) In the course of his conquest of the (four) 
quarters he crushed all the Kiratas, Hunas, Yavanas, Andhras, Kankas, KhaSas, Sakas and 
Mlecchas as well as kings who despised the Brahmanas and the Vedas. (30) He (Further) 
recovered wives of gods that had been carried away to Rasatala (the sixth subterranean 
regionfrom above) by the demons, who having conquered the gods in the past had occupied 
(various) parts of Rasatala. (31) (During his reign) heaven as well as the earth yielded to 
his subjects-all the objects of their desire. (In this way) he held sway in all the (four) quarters 
for thrice nine millenniums. (32) Realizing his sovereignty, that had carried his fame (even) 
to the guardians of the spheres, imperial fortune, his authority, which was unobstructed 
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(everywhere), nay, (his) life (itself) to be unreal, the aforesaid emperor withdrew himself from 
the world. (33) 
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Bharata had three beloved wives, (all of them) daughters of the king of Vidarbha, O 
protector of men ! They disposed of their own sons for fear of being forsaken by their 
husband, because it was remarked (by him) that the sons were not after him. (34) On his 
race being thus threatened with extinction, the Maruts (wind-gods) handed over a son, 
Bharadwaja by name, to the emperor, who was propitiating them through (a sacrifice known 
by the name of) Marutstoma. (35) Proceeding to copulate with his brother's wife (Mamata), 
who was (already) pregnant, Brhaspati forcibly discharged his seed (in her womb), cursing 
the foetus* by which he was stopped. (36) Addressing Mamata (as well as Brhaspati), who 
was inclined to abandon the child (into which the seed was immediately transformed), 
terribly afraid as she was of being forsaken by her husband (Utathya), the gods uttered the 
following couplet, explaining the etymology of the child's name (and giving utterance to a 
disputation between Brhaspati and Mamata):—(37) (Says Brhaspati to Mamata): "O foolish 
one, nourish (Bhara) this child, born of two, (viz., my brother and myself, because begotten 
by me through my brother's wife)." (Mamata replied:) "O Brhaspati ! nourish this child 
(yourself), born (as it is) of us two (and particularly because | was forcibly impregnated by 
you)." Since, having spoken thus, the two (father and mother) went away (leaving the child), 
hence this child is (named) Bharadwaja. (38) (Though) urged by the gods in this way (in order 
to absolve Mamata of guilt in the eyes of her husband and thus disarm her fear of being 
forsaken by her husband), Mamata (as well as Brhaspati) abandoned the son (Bharadwaja), 
regarding him as useless (because born of an illicit union and hence a source of infamy). The 
Maruts (however) brought him up and (by them) he was handed over to Bharata on the 
latter's line being threatened with extinction. (39) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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* This forcible impregnation resulted firstly in the child in the womb (named afterwards as Dirghatama) getting blind 
through the curse of Brhaspati and secondly in the seed discharged by the latter being kicked out by the foetus and assuming 
the form of a fully developed male child as soon as it dropped on the ground. 
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The posterity of Bharata and the story of Rantideva 
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Sri Suka resumed : The son of Vitatha (Bharadwaja) was Manyu, of whom were born 
Brhatksatra, Jaya, Mahavirya, Nara and Garga; and Nara's son was Sankrti. (1) Sankrti's 
sons were Guru and Rantideva, O delight of Pandu ! The glory of Rantideva is, as a matter 
of fact, sung both in this world and the world beyond. (2) In the case of Rantideva, who 
subsisted on whatever was obtained without any effort and who, though feeling hungry 
(himself), gave away all that was got, and was thus rendered (utterly) destitute (having no 
provision even for the evening much less for the next day), and therefore suffering terrible 
hardship, alongwith his family—who were reduced to (great) straits—(nay), trembling due 
to (2xcessive) hunger and thirst, yet calm, passed (not less than) forty-eight days—so the 
tradition goes—without his taking (even) water. In the morning (of the forty-ninth day) there 
came to him (by chance) ghee, rice cooked in milk with sugar, Sarhyava* (a kind of porridge 
made of wheat flour with ghee and) milk, as well as water. And when he was intending to partake 
of it, there arrived, at that (very) time, a newcomer in the person of a Brahmana. (5) Viewing 
Sri Hari everywhere and (therefore) full of reverence, Rantideva welcomed him and gave 
to him a proportionate share (of those dishes). (And) the Brahmana went away after taking 
that food. (6) 
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In the meantime, O ruler of the earth, while he was going to eat, having divided the 
remaining fare among themselves, yet another stranger came. Remembering Sri Hari, he 
gave away to the newcomer, who was a Sidra, a share of the food (already) divided (among 
themselves). (7) When the Sidra had left, there came to him another stranger surrounded 
(followed) by dogs. He said, "O king, let food be given to me, seized (as | am) with hunger 
alongwith my followers (the dogs)." (8) Receiving the newcomer kindly, the king gave away 
with great reverence whatever was left to the dogs as well as to their master and bowed to 
them (as so many manifestatations of the Lord). (9) There was but some water left, which 
was barely sufficient to slake the thirst of (only) one individual. When he was about to drink 
it, there unexpectedly came a Candala (one belonging to the lowest rank in Hindu society) 
saying, "(Kindly) give the water to me, an unlucky fellow." (10) Hearing that pitiful request, 
uttered with great effort (due to exhaustion), the king, who was sore stricken with pity, spoke 
the following nectar-like words:—(11) "| do not seek from the Lord the highest position 
attended with the eightfold Yogic power (Anima and so on) or even final beatitude (cessation 
of rebirth). Dwelling in their heart (as the sufferer) | would (rather) undergo the suffering of 
all embodied souls, so that (through such vicarious suffering of mine) they may be relieved 
of misery. (12) My exhaustion due to hunger and thirst, the weariness of my limbs, low spirits, 
langour, grief, despondency and infatuation have all disappeared on account of my giving 
away the water, which meant life to this miserable fellow, anxious to survive." (13) Having 
expressed such noble sentiments, the king, who was full of fortitude and merciful by 
nature, gave the water to the Candala, though himself dying of thirst. (14) The Lords of the 
three spheres (Brahma, Visnu and Siva), who bestow rewards on those who seek them, 
and who appeared (a short while ago) in (three) illusory forms (viz., those of a Brahmana, 
Stdra and a Candala) created by Lord Visnu (in order to test the fortitude of Rantideva), 
(now) revealed themselves (in their own form) in his (Rantideva's) presence (15) Greeting 
them (all), Rantideva, who was (entirely) free from attachment and whose craving had 
altogether ceased, simply fixed his mind on Lord Vasudeva with (great) devotion (and did 
not ask anything of them). (16) Maya (the Lord's deluding potency)—consisting of the three 
Gunas (Sattva, Rajas and Tamas)—dissolved like a dream into (its own source, viz.,) the 
Spirit, O king, in the case of Rantideva, who concentrated his mind on God and sought 
no other boon from Him (than Devotion to His feet). (17) By virtue of their close association 
with him, all that followed in the footsteps of Rantideva became Yogis exclusively devoted 
to Lord Narayana. (18) 
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From (the loins of) Garga sprang up Sini, of whom was born Gargya. From him, indeed, 
even though he was a Ksatriya, started a line of Brahmanas. From Mahavirya appeared 
Duritaksaya, whose sons were Trayyaruni, Kavi and Puskararuni, who attained to 
Brahmanhood though born in a line of Ksatriyas. Brhatksatra's son was Hasii, by whom was 
built (the city of) Hastinapura. (19-20) Hasti’s sons were Ajamidha, Dwimidha and Purumidha. 
Priyamedha and other Brahmanas were the progeny of Ajamidha. (21) From (the loins of) 
Ajamidha sprang up (another son) Brhadisu, whose son was Brhaddhanwa. Of the latter was 
born Brhatkaya, whose son was Jayadratha. (22) His son was Vigada, to whom was born 
in course of time Senajit, Ruciraswa, Drdhahanu, Kasya and Vatsa were the (four) sons of 
Senajit. (23) Ruciragwa's son was Para, whose son (again) was (named ) Prthusena. There 
was (another) son of Para, Nipa by name, who had no less than a hundred sons. (24) 
Through Krtvi, the daughter of Suka* Nipa begot (another son) Brahmadatta. The latter, 
(who was) a Yogi, begot through his wife Gau (Saraswati), (ason named) Viswaksena. (25) 
Inspired by the teachings of Jaigisavya, itis said, he produced a work on Yoga. From (the 
loins of) Viswaksena sprang up Udakswana and from him followed Bhallada. These are 
the descendants of Brhadisu. (26) 
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Dwimidha's son was Yavinara, whose son is remembered by the name of Krtiman. His 
son was Satyadhrti by name, whose son, Drdhanemi, begot Suparswa. (27) From Suparswa 
followed Sumati, whose son was Sannatiman. From (the loins of) the latter appeared Krti, 
who having received instruction in Yoga from Hiranyanabha taught (separately) indeed the 
six Samhitas (or collections of sacred texts) known as Pracyasamas. His son to be sure was 
Nipa, from whom followed Ugrayudha. His son was Ksemya, of whom was born Suvira, 
whose son was Ripufjaya. (28-29) From (the loins of) the latter appeared a son named 
Bahuratha. (Dwimidha's younger brother) Purumidha remained issueless. Ajamidha's son, 
through his (second) wife Nalini, was Nila, of whom was born a son, Santi (by name). (30) 
SAnti's son was Sus4nti, and Susanti's son was Puruja, of whom was born Arka. His son was 
Bharmyaswa, who had five sons (viz.,) Mudgala, Yavinara, Brhadisu, Kampilya and 
Safijaya. Bharmyaéwa said, “These five sons of mine are competent enough to protect five 
lands." Hence, they were known as the Paficalas. From Mudgala sprang up a line of 
Brahmanas called the Maudgalyas. (31—33) 
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* Although Suka (the son of Vedavyasa) renounced his father's home even without being invested with the sacred thread, 
and remained a celibate ever afterwards, he is said to have left for the solace of his disconsolate father a shadow-form of his, 
known by the name of Chayasuka, who lived as a householder and begot children. 
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From (the loins of ) Mudgala, son of Bharmyaswa, appeared a pair (a son anda 
daughter), of whom the male was (named) Divodasa and the girl became knownas Ahalya; 
of the latter through the sage Gautama (her husband) was born Satananda. (34) His son, 
Satyadhrti, was an adept in archery. His son was Saradvan, so-called because his seed, it 
is said, fell at the sight of Urvasi on a clump of reeds (Saras). The seed (however) assumed 
the form of a blessed pair. Seeing that pair, King Santanu, who was wandering in pursuit of 


game, picked it up out of compassion. The boy came to be Krpa, (a teacher of the Kauravas) 
and the girl Krpi, who (later on) became Dronacarya's wife. (35-36) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 


as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed : From (the loins of) Divodasa appeared Mitreyu; and his sons, O 
protector of men, were Cyavana, Sudasa, Sahadeva and Somaka, the father of Jantu. (In 
fact,) Somaka had a hundred sons, of whom Prsata was the youngest. His son was 
Drupada, whose sons (again) were Dhrstadyumna and others; while Draupadi was his 
daughter. (1-2) From (the loins of) Dhrstadyumna appeared Dhrstaketu. These are the 
scions of Bharmyagwa, also known as the Paficalas. From (the loins of) Rksa, who was 
another son of Ajamidha, appeared Sarnvarana. (3) From his loins appeared, through 
Tapati, a daughter of the sun-god, Kuru, the lord of Kuruksetra. Pariksit, Sudhanwa, Jahnu 
and Nisadhaswa were the sons of Kuru. (4) Sudhanwa's son was Suhotra, from whom 
followed Cyavana; and of Cyavana was born Krti. His son was Uparicara Vasu, of whom 
were born Brhadratha and others. (5) (Of them) Kusamba, Matsya, Pratyagra, Cedipa and 
others were the rulers of the kingdom of Cedi. From (the loins of) Brhadratha sprang up 
Kugagra. His son was Rsabha. Of the latter was born a son, Satyahita (by name) whose 
son was Puspavan and the son of the last-named was Jahu. From (the loins of) Brhadratha 
through another wife appeared two halves (ofa fully developed human foetus). (6-7) They 
were thrown away by the mother and were sportingly joined together by (an ogress 
named) Jara, uttering the words “Live ! Live !!" and there appeared the son, Jarasandha 
(united by Jara) (by name). (8) Of him was born Sahadeva, and from (the loins of) 
Sahadeva appeared Somapi, from whom appeared Srutasrava. (Of the four sons of Kuru,) 
Pariksit, (the eldest) remained issueless, while Jahu's son was named Suratha. (9) From 
the loins of the latter sprang up Vidiratha, of whom Sarvabhauma was born; and from 
Sarvabhauma followed Jayasena, whose son was Radhika and from (the loins of) the last- 
named indeed appeared Ayuta. (10) From (the loins of ) Ayuta, again, sprang up Krodhana, 
of whom was born Devatithi; and his son was Rsya. The son of Rsya was Dilipa whose 
son, again, was Pratipa. (11) Devapi, Santanu and Bahlika—these were the sons of 
Pratipa. Relinquishing his (claim to the) ancestral kingdom, Devapi, for his part, retired to 
the forest. (12) (Hence his younger brother) Santanu, who was called by the name of 
Mahabhisa (a great physician) in his previous birth, became the king. (Even in that life) 
whatever old man he touched with his hands would regain his youth and also experience 
great relief. Through this act of his he came to be known as Santanu (affording relief to 
one's body). (Once upon a time) when Indra (tne god of rain) did not send down showers 
in his kingdom for a period of twelve years, Santanu (on approaching and seeking the 
advice of Brahmanas) was replied to by the Brahmanas (as follows):—He (too) who (like 
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you) enjoys sovereignty first (in the presence of his elder brother) falls under the category 
of Parivetta* (and is therefore a sinner in the eyes of the Sastras). (Hence) return the 
kingdom at once to your elder brother (Devapi) for the prosperity of the city as well as of 
the state (which depends on a good rainfall, the latter having been obstructed by your 
aforesaid sin)." (13—15) Thus exhorted by the Brahmanas, Santanu (approached and) 
tried to persuade his elder brother (Devapi) to accept the throne. Having (already) been 
led away from (the path of) the Vedas by Brahmanas—sent (to him in advance) by 
Santanu's minister (ASmarata)—through their speech (expressing heretical views), 
Devapi, however, spoke words blaspheming the teachings of the Vedas. It is then that the 
god of rain released showers (because Devapi now became disqualified for the throne 
due to his apostasy and Santanu ceased to be guilty any more). Devapi (who was 
eventually disillusioned) took to (the practice of) Yoga and took up his abode in Kalapagrama 
(where he is still residing). (16-17) When the lunar dynasty gets extinct in Kaliyuga, he will 
revive it at the dawn of (the following) Satyayuga. From (the loins of) Bahlika (Santanu's 
younger brother) appeared Somadutta, from whom followed Bhiri, Bhirisrava and Sala. 
Santanu's son by (the goddess presiding over the holy) Ganga (who under a curse from 
Brahma got a human form and chose Santanu for her husband) was Bhisma, a man of 
(perfect) self-control, the foremost among those who knew what is right, a great devotee 
of the Lord (and) spiritually enlightened (too). (18-19) He was a (recognized) leader of 
troops of heroes, by whom even Parasurama (his own Guru and a world-renowned 
warrior) was pleased in battle. From (the loins of) Santanu through (his other wife) 
Satyavati (the foster-daughter of a chief} of Dasas or ferrymen) appeared a son (named) 
Citrangada, and (also) a younger son, Vicitravirya (by name). Citrangada was killed in battle, 
(while he was still unmarried, by a Gandharva of the same name). Through the same 
Satyavati (before she was married to Santanu) appeared, from the loins of Paragara, a ray 
of Sri Hari Himself in the person of the sage Krsna (better known as Krsna-Dwaipayana), by 
whom the Vedas have been (duly) preserved (by being divided into four books viz., Rk, 
Yajus, Sama and Atharva) and from whom | learnt this (Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana, 
which | am reciting to you). In preference to his own pupils, Paila and others,+ the divine 
Badarayana taught this supremely esoteric poem (embodying the quintessence of all the 
Vedas and Itihasas) to me, his son, tranquil (by nature) as | was. Now, Vicitravirya married 
Ambika and Ambalika, the two daughters of the king of Kasi (the modern Banaras), both of 
whom were carried away by force from the gathering of princes convened (by their father ) 
to give them an opportunity to elect their husband. (With his heart strongly attached to them) 
Vicitravirya was caught in the grip of phthisis and died (very young). (20—24) Enjoined by 
the mother (Satyavati), the sage Badarayana begot through the wives of his half-brother 
(Vicitravirya) Dhrtarastra and Pandu (the former through Ambika and the latter through 
Ambalika) as well as Vidura (through a maid-servant). (25) 


* The Smrti says:— 
caesar sea ss fea 
ura o@ ofasa: wisi Waa 
“He who marries or instals the sacred fire (offering oblations to it thrice everyday) in the presence of (before) an elder 
brother should be recognized as a Parivetta and the elder brother so ignored should be called a Parivitti.” 


+ Satyavati (also known as Matsyagandha or Yojanagandha) was really a daughter of Uparicara Vasu (mentioned in verse 
5 above), whose seed was swallowed by a fish and ultimately developed into a human foetus, which was cut out of the belly 
of the fish by the aforesaid ferrymen and presented to their chief, who brought it up as his own child. 

+ For their names vide I. iv. 21-22. 
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A hundred sons were born to Dhrtarasira by (his wife) Gandhari (a princess of 
Gandhara, the modern Afghanistan), O protector of men ! Of them Duryodhana was the 
eldest and there was a Daughter also, Duhsala (by name). (26) Through Kunti, the (elder) 
wife of Pandu, who was prevented from copulation due to a curse (pronounced by some 
sage who had been shot dead with an arrow by Pandu while pairing with his wife in the 
form of a pair of deer), three car-warriors—Yudhisthira and others (viz., Bhima and 
Arjuna)— appeared (severally) from the loins of Dharma (the god of piety), Anila (the wind- 
god) and Indra (the lord of paradise). (27) 
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(And) through (his second wife) Madri appeared Nakula and Sahadeva from (the loins 
of) Nasatya and Dasra (the two Aswinikumaras). Of these, five sons, (all) your uncles, were 
born (one of each) through Draupadi. (28) Prativindhya was born of Yudhisthira; Srutasena 
from Bhimasena, (who was voracious as a wolf) and Srutakirti, from Arjuna. Again, Satanika 
was the son of Nakula; while Sahadeva's son, O Pariksit, was Srutakarma. Besides (these) 
there were other sons (too). From (the loins of) Yudhisthira through (his other wife) Pauravi 
appeared Devaka; from Bhimasena through Hidimba (an ogress) sprang up Ghatotkaca, 
and from (the selfsame) Bhima through Kali (his third wife) appeared Sarvagata. And through 
Sahadeva, (his second wife) Vijaya, the daughter of Parvata, bore Suhotra. (29—31) Nakula 
begot Niramitra through (his second wife) Karenumati and Arjuna begot Iravan indeed 
through Ulupi; while through the daughter of the king of Manipira (the modern Manipur in 
Assam), he begot Babhruvahana, who though sprung from the loins of Arjuna was 
recognized as the son of his maternal grandfather (inasmuch as the princess of Manipur was 
given in marriage to Arjuna on the express understanding that the son born of her would be 
taken in adoption by her father). (32) Of Subhadra (the last wife of Arjuna and the younger 
sister of Lord Sri Krsna) was born your father, the valiant Abhimanyu, who conquered all the 
Atirathas* (great car-warriors who encountered him on the battle-field). And from him 
through Uttara appeared you (O Pariksit!). (33) (All) the Kurus (with the exception of the five 
Pandava brothers) having perished, you too had (almost) been burnt by the (fierce) blaze 
of the mystic missile presided over by Brahma (the creator), released by ASwatthama (the 
son of Dronacarya). But by the (supreme) might of Sri Krsna you were rescued alive from 
(the jaws of) death. (34) 


* A car-warrior who encounters numberless adversaries on the battle- field is known as an Atiratha: ‘ afHar ataaq Fey 
Saas a: 
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Here are your (own) sons, O dear Pariksit—Janamejaya and others following him, (viz.,) 
Srutasena, Bhimasena and Ugrasena; each of them possessed of (great) valour. (35) 
Perceiving you to have met your death through (the serpent) Taksaka, the said Janamejaya, 
full of rage, will (attract by means of spells and) actually offer serpents as an oblation to the 
flames in a serpent-sacrifice. Having conquered the entire globe on all sides and appointing 
Tura, the son of Kavasa, as his priest, Janamejaya, (who will be celebrated as) a performer 
of horse-sacrifices, will propitiate the Lord through a number of (such) sacrifices. (36-37) His 
son, Satanika, will learn the three Vedas and receive the knowledge of rituals from the sage 
Yajfiavalkya and acquire knowledge of (the use of) missiles (from Krpacarya) and will attain 
the highest knowledge (knowledge of the Self) from the sage Saunaka. (38) Satanika's son 
will be Sahasranika, and of him will be born ASwamedhaja. His son, again, will be 
Asimakrsna, whose son on the other hand will be Nemicakra. (39) On Hastinapura being 
washed away by the river (Ganga) he will duly settle down in (the city of )Kausambi. The son 
sprung from his loins is called Citraratha, and of him will be born a son named Kaviratha.(40) 
From him, again, will follow Vrstiman, whose son, Susena, of course will be a king. His son 
will be Sunitha and Sunitha's son will be Nrcaksu, from whom will follow Sukhinala. (41) His 
son will be Pariplava, from whom will follow Sunaya and his son will be Medhavi. Medhavi's 
son will be Nrpafjaya, of whom will be born Dirva and from (the loins of) the latter will appear 
Timi. (42) Timi's son will be Brhadratha, from whom will follow Sudasa, and his son will be 
Satanika. From (the loins of) Satanika will appear Durdamana, whose son will be Vahinara.(43) 
From Vahinara will follow Dandapani and of Dandapani will be born Nimi, whose son 
Ksemaka will be a ruler of men. An account of the line of Piru, from which sprang up races 
of (both) Brahmanas and Ksatriyas, and which is esteemed by gods and Rsis (alike), has 
indeed been told (by me). (44) Having reached up to Ksemaka, this line as a matter of fact 
will come to an end in (the age of) Kali. Now, | shall enumerate the future kings of Magadha 
(South Bihar). (45) 
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The son of Sahadeva (Jarasandha's son) will be Marjari, of whom will be Srutagrava. 
From him will follow Ayutayu. His son, again, will be Niramitra and his son will be 
Sunaksatra. From (the loins of ) Sunaksatra will appear Brhatsena, and from him will 
follow Karmajit. Then will come Srtafijaya and (from the loins of) the latter will spring up 
Vipra, whose son will be Suci. Then will come Ksema, from whom will follow Suvrata. 
From (the loins of) Suvrata will appear Dharmasitra, from whom will follow Sama. Then 
will appear Dyumatsena, and from Dyumatsena will follow Sumati, of whom will be born 
Subala. (46—48) Then will come Sunitha, of whom will be born Satyajit. His son will be 
Viswajit, from whom will follow Ripufjaya. And the (said) Brhadratha's line will rule for 
a thousand years. (49) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse in Book Nine of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 


known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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An account of the posterity of Anu, Druhyu, Turvasu and Yadu 
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Sri Suka resumed : Sabhanara, Caksu and Paroksa were the three sons of Anu. From 
(the loins of) Sabhanara appeared Kalanara and his son was Srfjaya. From him followed 
Janamejaya, whose son was Mahasila and his son was Mahamana. Usinara and Titiksu 
were the sons of Mahamana. (1-2) Sibi, Vana, Sami and Daksa—were the four sons of 
Usinara. (Similarly) Vrsadarbha, Suvira, Madra and Kaikeya were the only four sons of Sibi. 
And Titiksu's son was Rusadratha, of whom was born Hema; and then came Sutapa, whose 
son was Bali. (3-4) Through the wife of Bali (who evidently remained issueless) appeared 
from (the loins of) the sage Dirghatama (six) sons—all rulers of the earth—bearing the 
names of Anga, Vanga, Kalinga, Suhma, Pundra and Andhra, the first three being the 
foremost of them. (5) They founded after their own names six principalities, (all) lying in the 
east. Of Anga (the eldest of them) was born Khanapana, from whom followed Diviratha; and 
from Diviratha followed his son Dharmaratha, of whom was born Citraratha, who had no 
issue and was (better) known as Romapada. To him, his friend, the (celebrated) King 
Dagaratha (the father of Lord Sri Rama) gave in adoption his own daughter Santa: the sage 
Rsyasrnga married her. On Indra (the god of rain) withholding showers, courtezans drew (to 
the Anga territory) the sage Rsyagrnga (born of a deer) by their dance and music, (both) vocal 
and instrumental, as well as by their coquetry, (loving) embrace and presents (of various 
kinds), Conducting a sacrifice in honour of Indra, the sage also secured progeny for the 
issueless king (Romapada). And through a similar sacrifice conducted by him the issueless 
Emperor DaSaratha (too) got (four celebrated) sons. Of Romapada was born Caturanga and 
his son was Prthulaksa. (6—10) Prthulaksa's sons were Brhadratha, Brhatkarma and 
Brhadbhanu. From (the loins of) the eldest (Brhadratha) appeared Brhanmana, the son born 
of whom was called Jayadratha. (11) His son by (his wife) Sambhdti was Vijaya, of whom 
was born Dhrti. From Dhrti followed Dhrtavrata, whose son was Satkarma and from (the loins 
of) the latter appeared Adhiratha. (12) While sporting on the bank of the (holy) Ganga, the 
latter, who was issueless, (caught hold of and) adopted as his son the baby (Karna) born of 
Kunti (while she was still unmarried) and (therefore) abandoned by her (for fear of obloquy), 
enclosed in a box. (13) Vrsasena was the son of the aforesaid Karna, who (eventually) 
became a king. Again, Babhru was the son of Druhyu and Babhru's son was Setu. Of him 
was born Arabdha, whose son was Gandhara and Gandhara's son was Dharma. From him 
followed Dhrta and Dhrta's son was Durmana. From (the loins of) the latter appeared 
Praceta. The hundred sons of Praceta became the rulers of Mlecchas (barbarians) and 
settled in the northern quarter. Again Vahni was the son of Turvasu and Vahni's son was 
Bharga, from whom followed Bhanuman. (14—16) His son was Tribhanu and Tribhanu's 
son, again, was the generous-minded Karandhama. His son was Maruta, who, being 
issueless, adopted as his son Dusyanta (a scion of Puru). (17) 


wert: Fas @ a wee: saeeisgrs eT aT IRC 
aura «marque adoet UT aera: TT: ETT 1281 
amet warm ore acpi: | set: Geafstenter aet Raia AAT: 1201 
aan: Waa wah saa: inet auedt seasfa ae: 1221 
og geagdt aa: age: fier aa: deve, Saige, aReAH: 1221 
gicdt ower. ose: | Hdtg: | Hae: Geant a Aah SATAT: 1231 
at: ade ARGS va | Soa, STPAPTARTT: 12% | 
aw oddtde af areata onftien: | anemautmsadtasaniefa: 1241 


Dis. 23 ] BOOK NINE 89 


Leek ete se eee eee ee eee HeieieieR feieirinin ee trergiriniciciieiiniticrtes meta ae 


usRiageain genes: aa: | saps SYSAAISTT 126.1 
qa Weegee | gai sae: AR gaat agefia: 120! 

Longing for the (imperial) throne, however, the said Dusyanta reverted to his own line. 
(Now,) O jewel of men, | (proceed to) give an account of the posterity of Yadu, the eldest son 
of Yayati, which is productive of extraordinary religious merit and capable of wiping out all 
the sins of men. A man is completely rid of all sins by listening to an account of Yadu's line, 
in which the almighty Lord, the supreme Spirit, took His descent in the semblance of aman. 
Sahasrajit, Krosta, Nala and Ripu were the four celebrated sons of Yadu. Of these (four), 
the son of the eldest was Satajit; and Mahahaya, Venuhaya and Haihaya were the sons 
of Satajit. (18—21) Haihaya's son again was Dharma and from him followed Netra, the 
father of Kunti. From (the loins of) Kunti sprang up Sohajfiji. Then followed Mahisman, 
whose son was Bhadrasena. (22) Durmada and Dhanaka were the (two) sons of 
Bhadrasena, the latter of whom was “he father of Krtavirya. Krtagni, Krtavarma and Krtauja 
were the (other) sons of Dhanaka. (23) Arjuna, the son of Krtavirya, became the ruler of 
(all) the seven divisions of the globe. He (further) attained from Lord Dattatreya, a part 
manifestation of Sri Hari, proficiency in Yoga (concentration of mind) as well as great 
achievements (in the form of the eight mystic powers). (24) Surely, no (other) kings (lit, 
rulers of the earth) will attain to the level of Arjuna (the son of Krtavirya) in point of sacrificial 
performances, munificence, asceticism, Yogic power, learning, valour, victory and so 
on.(25) Indeed for eighty-five thousand years he enjoyed the objects of the six senses, 
which could not be exhausted, his strength (of body, mind and senses too) remaining 
unimpaired and his very thought proving (for the people who remembered him) a security 
against loss of wealth. (26) Of thousands of his sons, only five survived in battle (with 
Paragurama)—Jayadhwaja, Sdrasena, Vrsabha, Madhu and Urjita. (27) 


WIS, WAG Bad Bl ast aa aemgremidaciadan 12! 
aai st disert gin: ost west: wa: | ds Gaerd Sree Ghoag aa: Her 123! 
Tat Fa Ws wears sitet: | Tee a IS: UT gferaten: 1301 
aed weed wa fara laa west very 122! 
aqdamenasmacdasa: [7a UeaeaTT SAMAT ASM: 1321 
RIGA «UAT ATS AST Y WSNSAT YAMA STAT: 1331 
eat AaEe qa Ra Delage Bats TSA: AY ex! 
Gegaresqggeaaaiaa: | SESSA arat sterrafaears, 184 1 
aiesquete deat armed tae at Pierre ten uferafiar 134! 
ai gen med wonifa alae defer wart oftandia ise! 
ag weed a a a ae eisai a oui aera 1341 
aadied dite: fi wa ai den wie ae So qa wT! 
3 faed sia sim Sod Spi ATL 12! 


aia arerrad Fert Tee Sigal TTR agaenaOs AaMTSMSEATA: 123 | 


From (the loins of) Jayadhwaja (the eldest of Arjuna's sons) appeared Talajangha, of 
whom again were born a hundred sons. The race of Ksatriyas known by the name of the 
Talajanghas (sons of Talajangha) was exterminated by King Sagara (strengthened by the 
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glory of the sage Aurva). (28) The eldest of Talajangha's sons was Vitihotra, whose son was 
Madhu and.Madhu's son was called Vrsni. In fact he had a hundred sons, of whom Vrsni was 
the eldest. It was to these (viz., Yadu, Madhu and Vrsni) that the Yadava race owed its 
existence and (again) it was due to them that their descendants became known as the 
Yadavas, the Madhavas and the Vrsnis (as time went on), O king ! The son of Krostu, the 
(second) son of Yadu was Vrjinavan, of whom was born Swahi. From the latter indeed 
followed Ruseku, whose son was Citraratha and from the (loins of the) latter sprang up 
Sagabindu, a great mystic, who had extensive enjoyments and was exalted (in point of 
virtues). (29—31) He was possessed of (all) the fourteen” varieties of excellent jewels, ruled 
over the entire globe and was invincible. Through his ten thousand wives that exceedingly 
renowned emperor begot a thousand million sons (a lakh through each). Of those (thousand 
million) sons, of whom six (viz., Prthugrava and others) were the foremost. The son of 
Prthusrava was Dharma by name, whose son was Usana, who performed a hundred horse- 
sacrifices. His son was Rucaka, who had five sons. (Please) hear of them. (32—34) They 
bore the names of Purujit, Rukma, Rukmesu, Prthu and Jyamagha. Even though issueless, 
Jyamagha, the husband of Saibya, dared not take another woman to wife for (sheer) fear 
(of Saibya). On one occasion (however, having conquered his enemies) he brought as a 
booty from the enemy's house a princess of the Bhoja dynasty (called Bhojya).t Observing 
her seated in the (king's) chariot, Saibya indignantly spoke to her husband straight in the 
following words:—(35-36) "O traitor, who is this girl made to occupy this chariot meant for 
me?" When the reply came, "She is your daughter-in-law," she similingly rejoined, "| am a 
barren woman and have no co-wife either; how could there be a daughter-in-law to me?" The 
king replied, "She will prove a suitable match, O queen, for the boy whom you will bear."(37-38) 
The ViSwedevas as well as the manes (took pity on Jyamagha, who was shaking and 
perspiring too all over through fear of his wife, and) heartily approved of his words so that 
Queen Saibya conceived not long afterwards and gave birth to a handsome male child. He 
was called by the name of Vidarbha and married that chaste girl, who had already been 
accepted as a daughter-in-law (by his parents). (39) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


Dene 


* In the Markandeya-Purana, we find mention of the following fourteen varieties of jewels, viz., the elephant, horse, 
chariot, woman, arrow, treasury, a wreath offiewers, raiment, a tree, Sakti (ajavelin), noose, gem, umbrella and an aerial car:-— 
Rea: | abe TTafresateraris age 
+ Among the Ksatriyas it has been customary to call amarried woman in the house of herhusband by the 
family name of her father. 
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Discourse XXIV 


An account of the posterity of Yadu 
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Sri Suka resumed : Through Bhojya, Vidarbha begot two sons, Kuga and Kratha by 
name, and (also) a third, called Romapada, who was the delight of Vidarbha's family. (1) 
Romapada's son was Babhru and of Babhru was born Krti. His son was Usika, of whom Cedi 
was born. And from (the loins of) the latter appeared Damaghosa (the son of Cedi) and so 
on, O protector of men ! (2) Kratha's son was Kunti, whose son was Dhrsti; and then came 
Nirvrti. Form (the loins of) Nirvrti appeared ason, Dasarha by name, whose son was Vyoma. 
From Vyoma followed Jimuta, and his son was Vikrti, whose son was Bhimaratha. From (the 
loins of) the latter sprang up a son Navaratha (by name). And from him followed Dasara 
tha. (3-4) (Dagaratha’s son was Sakuni;) Sakuni's son was Karambhi and Karambhi's son 
was Devarata, from whom followed Devaksatra; Devaksatra's son was Madhu and Madhu's 
son was Kuruvasa, of whom was born Anu. (5) Anu's son again was Puruhotra, whose son 
was Ayu; and of the latter was born Satvata, Bhajamana, Bhaji, Divya, Vrsni, Devavrdha, 
Andhaka and Mahabhoja were the (seven) sons of Satvata, Oworthy king ! Nimloci, Kinkina 
and even so Dhrsti were the sons of Bhajamana by his one wife; and Satajit, Sahasrajit and 
Ayutajit—these were his three sons by the other, O lord ! (6—8) Devavrdha's son was 
Babhru; of these two (father and son) they recite the following two couplets:—"As we heard 
from a distance, so do we observe from near. Babhru is the foremost of men, (while) 
Devavrdha compares with the gods. Men who attained immortality (freedom from birth and 
death) through (the precepts of) Babhru and Devavrdha too numbered fourteen thousand 
and sixty-five.” Mahabhoja (the seventh son of Satvata) too had’given his mind to piety, and 
those born in his line came to be (known as) the Bhojas. (9—11) 
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Sumitra was the son of Vrsni and (so) Yudhdjit too, O chastiser of foes |! Yudhajit's sons 
were Sini and Anamitra and Nimna was born of Anamitra. (12) Again, Satrajit and Prasena 
were born of Nimna; and Satyaka was the son of Sini, who has been shown above to be the 
other son of Anamitra. The son of Satyaka indeed was Yuyudhana (also known as Satyaki), 
whose son was Jaya, from whom followed Kuni; and of him was born Yugandhara. (Yet) 
another son of Anamitra was Vrsni, of whom were born Swaphalka and Citraratha. From (the 
loins of) Swaphalka through Gandini were born twelve celebrated sons (besides Akrira), 
Akrura being the foremost of them all. ({8—15) The twelve sons were Asanga and 
Sarameya, Mrdura, Mrduvid, Giri, Dharmavrddha and Sukarma, Ksetropeksa, Arimardana 
and Satrughna, Gandhamada and Pratibahu. They had a sister (also), bearing the name of 
Sucira. Again, Devavan and Upadeva were the two sons of Akrira. Similarly, Prthu, 
Viddratha and many others were the sons of Citraratha (the younger brother of Swaphalka), 
(all) scions of Vrsni. (16—18) Kukura, Bhajamana, Suci and Kambalabarhisa were the sons 
of Andhaka*. Kukura’'s son was Vahni, whose son was Viloma and from Viloma followed 
Kapotaroma. His son was Anu, whose friend was (the famous Gandharva) Tumburu, a 
master of music. Anu's son was Andhaka, of whom was born Dundubhi. Then came Aridyota, 
whose son was Punarvasu. (19-20) The latter had a son. Ahuka, as well as a daughter, 
Ahuki. Again, Devaka and Ugrasena were the two sons of Ahuka. Devavan, Upadeva, 
Sudeva and Devavardhana were the four sons of Devaka. They had seven sisters, the 
eldest of whom was Dhrtadeva, O protector of men ! (21-22) They were (besides 
Dhrtadeva) Santideva, Upadeva, Srideva, Devaraksita, Sahadeva and Devaki. Vasudeva 
(the father of Sri Krsna) married them (all). (23) Karnsa, Sunama and Nyagrodha, Kanka 
and Sanku, Suhu, Rastrapala, Srsti and Tustiman were the (nine) sons of Ugrasena. (24) 
Karnsa, Karhsavati, Kanka, Sdrabhi and Rastrapalika were the daughters of Ugrasena, (all) 
wives of Vasudeva's younger brothers (Devabhaga and others). (25) 
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* The Visnupurana says:— 
SHROMMY SP ase TSIAIISS SR: Ta: | (IV. XIV 12) 
It is on the authority of this passage in the Visnupurana that Kukura and others have been concluded to be the sons of 
Andhaka, although the latter's name has not been mentioned in the text here. 
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From (the loins of) Vidiratha (the son of Citraratha) appeared Sura, whose son was 
Bhajamana. From Bhajamana followed Sini, of whom was born Swayambhoja; and Hrdika 
was recognizd as the latter's son. (26) Devabahu, Satadhanva and Krtavarma were the sons 
of Hrdika. Sdra (Surasena) was the son of Devamidha (who is known from other sources* 
to be the fourth son of Hrdika). Sara's wife was Marisa by name. (27) Through her he begot 
ten faultless sons—Vasudeva, Devabhaga, Devasrava, Anaka, Srijaya, Syamaka, Kanka, 
Samika, Vatsaka and Vrka. They call Vasudeva—a (fit) receptacle for the descent of Sri 
Hari—as Anakadundubhi inasmuch as on the (happy) occasion of his birth kettledrums 
(Dundubhis) and larger drums (Anakas) of the gods sounded (of themselves). Prtha (Kunti) 
and Srutadeva, Srutakirti, Srutagrava and, Rajadhidevi—these five girls were the sisters of 
the aforesaid (Vasudeva and others). Their father, Sura, actually gave Prtha (in adoption) 
to his friend, Kunti, who was issueless. (28—31) From the sage Durvasa, who got highly 
pleased with her (for her services rendered to him when he called on her father as an 
unexpected guest), she received a (certain) Mantra by means of which gods can be easily 
invoked; (and) in order to testits efficacy she invoked the lustrous sun-god. (32) Astonished 
in mind to behold the god arrived in her presence that very moment, she (apologetically) 
said, "The spell was employed by me for the sake of trial (alone). (Therefore, kindly) return 
and forgive me (my audacity)." (33) (The sun god replied,) “My sight never goes in vain, 
O godly virgin! | intend to beget a son through you. | shall (so) arrange that your virginity is 
not impaired, O beautiful damsel !" (34) So saying, the son-god deposited his seed in her 
womb and returned to heaven. That very moment a male child—who was another sun as 
it were, was born of her without any travail. (35) Afraid of the world (however), she painfully 
consigned the child to the stream of a river. (Later on) your great grandfather, Pandu, of 
genuine valour duly married her. (36) 
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Again, Vrddhasarma, a scion of Kariisa, duly espoused Srutadeva, of whom was born 
Dantavaktra, who was (first) born of Diti (as the demon Hiranyaksa), because cursed by 
the sages (Sanaka and others). (37) And Dhrstaketu, the (then) ruler of the territory of 
Kekaya, took Srutakifti to wife. His sons were Santardana and others, the five princes of 
Kekaya. (38) Through Rajadhidevi (his wife) Jayasena—so the tradition goes—begot Vinda 
and Anuvinda (who became rulers of Avanti); (while) Damaghosa, the king of Cedi, 
accepted (for his wife) Srutagrava. (39) The latter's son was Sigupala, the story of whose 
birth has already been told* Citraketu and Brhadbala were the sons of Devabhaga by his 
wife Karhsa. (40) Suvira and Isuman were the two sons of Devasrava by Karnsavati, while 
Satyajit as well as Purujit were born of Kafka, through Anaka. (41) Again, Srfjaya begot 
through Rastrapali Vrsa, Durmarsana and others; while Syamaka begot through Surabhimi 
HarikeSa and Hiranyaksa, (42) Similarly, Vatsaka begot through Migrakesi—a celestial 
nymph—Vrka and others; while Vrka begot through (his wife) Durvarksi, Taksa Puskara, 
Sala and so on. (43) Through (her union with) Samika, again, his wife Sudamint bore 
Sumitra, Arjunapala and others; while Kanka too, for his part, begot Rtadhama and Jaya. (44) 
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Pauravi, Rohini, Bhadra, Madira, Rocana, lla, Devaki and others (Dhrtadevat—and so 
on, all sisters of Devaki) were the wives of Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva). (45) Now, Vasudeva 
begot through Rohini Bala, Gada, Sarana, Durmada Vipula, Dhruva, Krta and others (46) 
Bhuta, Subhadra and Bhadravaha, Durmada and also Bhadra and (seven) others—these 
twelve indeed were the sons born of Pauravi. (47) Similarly Nanda, Upananda, Krtaka, Stra 
and so on were the sons of Madira. Bhadra (hailing from Kosala), however, brought forth only 
one son (the delight of his race), Kesi by name. (48) Through Rocana from ( the loins of) 
Vasudeva appeared Hasta, Hemarigada and others; (and) through Ila he begot Uruvalka 
and others, foremost among the Yadus. (49) Viprstha alone appeared from (the loins of) 
Anakadundubhi through Dhrtadeva; while Srama, Pratigruta and others were the sons of 
Santideva, O Pariksit ! (50) Kalpavarsa and other kings, numbering ten, were the sons of 


Upadeva; while Vasu, Harnsa, Suvansa and (three others) were the six sons of Srideva. (51) 
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Again, nine sons, Gada and others were obtained by Devaraksita through Vasudeva; (while) 
he begot through Sahadeva eight sons, the foremost of whom was Puruvisruta, as Dharma 
beg ot the (eight) Vasus themselves. Further the highminded Vasudeva begot through 
Devaki (eight) more sons—Kirtiman, Susena, Bhadrasena, Bhadra, Rju, Sammardana and 
Lord Sankarsana, who was the same as Sesa (the king of serpents): while the eighth son 
of (the blessed) Vasudeva and Devaki indeed was Lord Sri Hari Himself. And the highly 
blessed Subhadra, your grandmother, was their daughter, O king! (62—55) 
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Whenever there is decline of virtue and growth of sin in this world, the almighty Lord Sri 
Hari actually manifests Himself at that time. (56) Indeed, for the appearance and actions of 
the all-pervading Lord Sri Hari, the (absolutely) unattached witness, O ruler of the earth. 
there is no ground other than His own will to sport. (57) For, the activity of His Maya (deluding 
potency) conduces to the birth, continuance and destruction of every embodied soul; while 
His grace is intended to bring Self-Realization through cessation of birth. (58) Endeavouring 
to remove the burden of the earth, which was overrun by demons disguised as kings, who 
led more than one Aksauhinis, Lord Sri Krsna (the slayer of the demon Madhu), 
accompanied by (His elder brother) Lord Sarkarsana (better known as Balarama), 
performed deeds which cannot be comprehended even in thought by the rulers of gods. (59-60) 

Nay,) in order to shower His grace on the devotees He spread far and wide (through those 
deeds) a most sacred glory capable of driving away the sorrow, grief and ignorance of those 
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going to be born in the (ensuing) Kali age. (61) Sipping with the hollow of his joined palms 
in the form of his ears but once from the holiest stream of His glory, which is nectar to the 
ears of the righteous, a man shakes off the tendencies of actions (standing in the way of 
Liberation). (62) Through words sweetened by His loving smiles and glances, His valourous 
pastimes and (divine) personality, charming in every limb, He brought joy to mankind, His 
activities being ever praised by the Bhojas, Vrsnis, Andhakas, Madhus, Surasenas and 
Dasarhas (on the one hand) and by the Kurus, Srfjayas and Pandus on the other. (63-64) 
Drinking, full of joy, with their eyes the beauty of His face—rendered (all the more) lovely by 
ears adorned with alligator-shaped ear-rings and lustrous cheeks, (nay,) lit up with a 
graceful smile and ever steeped in joy—men and women not only did not feel sated but grew 
angry with Nimi* (who was responsible for the twinkling of their eyes, that interrupted the joy 
flowing from his sight). (65) As soon as born, Sri Krsna (the supreme Person) went to the 
dales of Vraja from His father's house (at Mathura) and, having heightened the joy of the 
residents of Vraja, returned to Mathura, slew enemies , married numerous wives, begot 
through them hundreds of sons, and worshipped His own Self by means of (a number of) 
sacrifices in order to popularize His own Vedic path (leading to His realization). (66) Intending 
to reduce the heavy burden of the earth by means of the internal discord appearing among 
the Kurus, He swept away by His (mere) glance the armies of kings on the battle-field, loudly 
proclaimed far and wide the victory of Vijaya (Arjuna), taught the highest truth to (His beloved 
disciple) Uddhava and returned with an easy mind to His own (divine) Abode. (67) 


Thus ends the twenty fourth discourse, entitled “An account of the posterity of Yadu", 
forming part of an account of the solar and lunar dynasties (of kings), 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by the sage Vedavyasa and consisting 
of eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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END OF BOOK NINE 
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* We have already seen in Discourse XIIl above how Nimi—when his body fell due to the curse of his Guru, the sage 
Vasistha—sought and secured a boon from the gods by virtue of which he resides in a subtle form in the eyelide of all living 
beings and directs their closing and opening. 


Sala: heel: 
(ate: ) 
; 3A WARIS: 
Srimad Bhagavata-Mahapurana 
Book Ten (First Half) 


Discourse | 
The Lord reassures Mother Earth; Vasudeva marries Devaki and Karhsa 


despatches the six sons of Devaki 


THaTT 

afat dafseart wan aga cat awadgart ahd cE e | 
wg whic Rat wReni aRmredvia faendaiiit ae a1 21 
aad aetna | gases: | aaa fae aia tae fare 3 

Frepratieariaarae, TAT ATERATAT STAT | 

a weqmae wR fae fer weaMaix | 

faaraat a PAS AS AATEC: 

qed aaa Fe T: 1 | 
soratagere mee 0 Get BRUUSaAT | 


The king began again : The extent of the lunar and solar dynasties and (an account of) 
ithe most wonderful deeds of the kings born in both the dynasties as weil as of the extremely 
pious Yadu have been told by you, O jewel among sages! (Now kindly) recount to us exploits 
of Lord Visnu descended in that line alongwith Sri Balarama (His part manifestation). (1-2) 
(Pray,) narrate to us in detail (all) those deeds which the (said) Lord, the Soul of the universe 
and the Protector of created beings, performed, appearing in the line of Yadu. (3) What mah 
other than the killer of animals would desist from a recital of the excellences of the illustrious 
Lord—a (sure) remedy for (the malady of) transmigration, (and highly) pleasing to the ear 
as wellas to the mind, and constantly sung (even) by souls from whom the thirst for pleasure 

: has departed (for ever). (4) Using Him for a raft my grandfather (Arjuna) and granduncles 


Le 


-98 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 1 


BSR BRERA EBS BB BE AE Bi tf BSB Strid fein ed dirtier trite teeetetirietirire erie: 


(Yudhisthira and others) indeed crossed the ocean of the Kaurava army—(so) difficult to 
cross because (of the presence) of whales in the form of great car-warriors like Devavrata 
(more popularly known by the name of Bhisma), vanquishers in battle of (even) immortals— 
treating it as a (mere) footprint of a calf. (5) Again, having entered, discus in hand, the womb 
of my mother (Uttara), who had sought Him as her refuge, He protected this body of mine, 
the seed of the race of the Kurus and the Pandavas, and badly burnt by the (mystic) missile 
hurled by Agwatthama (the son of Drona). (6) Recount, O sage, the exploits of that Lord, 
disguised as a human being. by His transcendental creative energy, who, dwelling (both) 
within and outside all embodied beings, (severally) in the form of the Inner Controller and 
Time, metes out to them (according to their deserts) death (metempsychosis) as well as 
immortality. (7) 
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Sankarsana (Balarama) was (first) referred* to by you as a son of Rohini. How could his 
connection be conceived with the womb of Devakit without his assuming another body? (8) 
Wherefore did Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) shift to Vraja from His father's 
residence (at Mathura)? And where (in what different places) did that Lord of the Yadus take 
up His abode alongwith His kinsfolk? (9) What did Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma 
and Siva), do while residing in Vraja as well as at Mathura (the city founded by the demon 
Madhu)? And wherefore did He personally slay Karhsa, His (own) mother's cousin and 
(therefore) not deserving such fate (at His hands) ? (10) Having assumed a human 
semblance, for how many years did He reside inthe company of the Vrsnis at Mathura (the 
capital of the Yadus), and how many were the wives of the Lord? (11) You ought to relate 
fully to me, endowed (as | am) with faith, O omniscient sage, this and all other exploits of 
Sri Krsna. (12) This hunger, (so) very difficult to bear, does not (at all) afflict me, although 
| have given up even water, drinking as | am the nectar of Sri Hari's story, flowing from your 
lotus lips. (13) 
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Sita resumed : Having heard the said laudable question, O Sauriaka (ascion of Bhrgu), 
and complimenting Pariksit (the protege of Lord Visnu), the glorious sage Suka (the son of 


Vyasa), the foremost of the Lord's devotees, proceeded to narrate (as follows) the story of 
Sri Krsna, that destroys the impurities of the Kali age. (14) 
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* Vide IX. xxiv. 46. 
t See IX. xxiv. 54. 
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Sri Suka replied : Your mind has arrived at a right conclusion, O jewel among royal 
sages, as a sequal to which lasting devotion to the story of Lord Vasudeva has sprung up 
in your heart. (15) An inquiry concerning the story of Lord Vasudeva indeed purifies all the 
three persons, viz., the reciter, the interlocator and the audience (even) as the water touched 
by the Lord's feet (the water in which an image of the Lord has been washed or the Ganga) 
hallows all. (16) Oppressed with stupendous weight by millions of detachments of Daityas 
in the disguise of arrogant kings, Mother Earth sought Brahma (the creator) as her 
refuge.(17) Appearing as a disconsolate cow, its face wet with tears and piteously lowing, 
she sought the presence of Brahma (the supreme ruler) and told him of her distress. (18) 
Realizing her calamity, Brahma accompanied by Lord Siva (the three-eyed One) forthwith 
proceeded to the shore of the ocean of milk (the abode of Lord Visnu) alongwith the (other) 
gods as well as with her. (19) Having arrived there and fully collected (in mind), Brahma 
prayed to Lord Visnu, the Supreme Person, the Ruler of the universe, the adored (even) of 
the gods, in the terms of the Purusa-Stkta (a celebrated Vedic hymn addressed to the 
Supreme Person). (20) Hearing in the course of a trance (state of complete absorption) a 
voice uttered in the sky (the source of which was invisible), the creator clearly said to the gods 
(as follows): “Hear from me, O gods, the word of the Supreme Person, and then do 
accordingly at once; let there be no delay. (21) The affliction of Mother Earth had already 
been known by the Supreme Person. (Therefore) let yourselves be born among theYadus 
in part manifestation (and continue there) till that suzerain Lord walks on earth, reducing the 
burden of Mother Earth through His own (Divine) Energy in the shape of Time. (22) Lord 
Visnu Himself (the glorious Supreme Person) will be manifested in the house of Vasudeva; 
let celestial women (also therefore) be born for His pleasure. (23) With intent to do what 
pleases Sri Hari, the thousand-headed and self-effulgent Lord Ananta (the serpent-god 
Sesa), a part manifestation of Lord Vasudeva, will precede Him (as His elder brother). (24) 
Commanded by the Lord, the Divine Maya (enchanting potency) of Lord Visnu, by whom the 
(whole) universe stands bewitched, will (also) be born in part manifestation for the purpose 
of doing His work." (25) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having thus directed the hosts of gods and reassured Mother Earth 
with His (comforting) words, Brahma (the supreme lord), the ruler of Prajapatis (lords of 
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created beings), returned to his exalted abode. (26) 
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_ Of yore Surasena, the chief of the Yadus, ruled the principalities of Mathura and 
Surasena, (himself) residing in the city of Mathura (his capital). (27) Since then the said 
Mathura, in which Lord Sri Hari is ever present, continued to be the capital of all Yadava 
kings. (28) Having gone through his wedding ceremony indeed in that city, one day, 
Vasudeva, son of Sura (a noble man of the kingdom of Mathura), mounted the chariot 
alongwith his newly wedded wife, Devaki, while departing (for his home). (29) Surrounded 
by hundreds of chariots plated with gold, Prince Karhsa, the (eldest) son of King Ugrasena 
(the then ruler of Mathura) held the reins of the horses (assumed the role of a charioteer) in 
order to oblige his cousin (Devaki). (30) At the time of their departure Devaka (the younger 
brother of Ugrasena), who was (so) fond of his daughter gave away to his daughter by way 
of dowry four hundred elephants decked with necklaces of gold, fifteen thousand horses, eighteen 
hundred chariots and two hundred graceful servant-maids profusely adorned. (31-32) As the 
procession of the bride and the bridegroom was just going to start, conchs, clarionets, clay 
tomtoms and kettledrums sounded all at once in a most auspicious manner. (33) Addressing 
Karhsa, who held the reins while on the way, an incorporeal voice said, "O foolish one! the 
eighth child of this girl, whom you are (now) conducting, will slay you." (34) Told thus, that 
wicked and sinful fellow, the disgrace of the Bhojas, seized his cousin by the hair, sword in 
hand, and proceeded to kill her. (35) The highly blessed Vasudeva pleaded with that hard- 
hearted and shameless fellow of detestable deeds, trying to appease him (as follows). (36) 
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Vasudeva said : You are possessed of virtues worthy of being extolled by heroes and 
are the glory of the Bhojas. As such how can you slay your (own) cousin, a woman, on the 
festive occasion of her wedding ? (37) The death of those that are born is ordained alongwith 
their birth, O valiant prince! Death is indeed inevitable to (all) living beings (no matter) 
whether it comes this (very) day or at the end of a hundred years. (38) When the body is about 
to expire (lit., to be dissolved into its five constituent elements, viz., earth, water, fire, airand 
ether), the soul (tenanting it), following (the course of) its destiny, helplessly quits the former 
body on (mentally) obtaining another corporeal form. (39) As indeed a walking man paces 
forward with another leg while sticking to the earth by one leg or even as a caterpillar leaves 
a blade of grass (only) when it has caught hold of another, so does the embodied soul, 
following the course of its destiny, leave the former body only when it has caught hold of 
another. (40) Just as a man in a dream state or one whose mind is entirely possessed with 
alonging and who is contemplating on the object of his desire with a mind coloured by that 
which has (either) been (actually) perceived (by himin his waking life) or heard of, visualizes 
a corresponding conceptual form (of the kind actually seen or heard of by him) and 
(unconsciously) comes to identify himself with it, and (forthwith) indeed forgets his (living) 
body, so does the embodied soul quit the previous body on attaining a new one. (41) 
Identifying itself with that (particular) body out of the (numberless) material bodies (which 
are nothing but the five elements) moulded (into diverse forms) by Maya (the creative energy 
of the Lord)—which his mind, consisting of (various) ideas and impelled by destiny, flows 
towards and clings to, the embodied soul passes into that very form alongwith the mind. (42) 
Evenasthe sunorthe moon, with which we are so familiar, when reflectedin earthen vessels 
full of water, appears as shaking due to the force of the wind (though not actually shaking), 
so does the soul, entering through attachment the material forms brought forth by its own 
ignorance, gets deluded (seized with the fear of death and so on). (43) As such (i.e., 
inevitably exposed to the fear of death), the embodied soul, seeking after its own welfare, 
should not therefore do wrong to anyone; for there is fear to the wrong-doer from others 
(viz., from the individual wronged, its kith and kin and the god of retribution). (44) This 
younger cousin of yours is a (mere) helpless girl and is like a daughter to you. You ought not 
(therefore) to kill this girl, who has just gone through the auspicious nuptial rites, kind as you 
are to the helpless. (45) 
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Sti Suka went on: Even though admonished through conciliatory words and those 
inspiring fear as aforesaid, Karhsa, who was heartless (by nature) and followed the 
ways of ogres (besides), did not desist (from his purpose), O Pariksit (a scion of 
Kuru)!(46) Perceiving such obstinacy of his (in the matter of slaying Devaki) and 
contemplating how to avert her imminent death, Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva) resolved 
upon the following expedient in that behalf. (47) (He said to himself,) “Death should be 
warded off by a wise man so long as his reason and might are intact. If, however, death 
does not turn back there is nothing wrong on the part of the embodied soul. (48) 
Promising to hand over sons (that may be born to Devaki) to Karhsa (who is death 
personified), | ought to rescue this helpless girl and | shall have to forgo my sons only 
in case they are actually born (hereafter) and provided Karhsa (himself) does not expire 
(in the meantime). (49) Or might not the contrary happen (i.e., might not Karmsa himself 
suffer death at the hands of my sons); (for) the ways of Providence are hard to 
comprehend. What is imminent may turn away and what has turned away may appear 
again. (50) (Just) as in the case of a (forest) fire there is no cause other than destiny 
for its coming into contact with a (particular) tree (however distant it may be) and its 
remaining aloof from another (though quite near to it), so indeed in the case (even) of 
a living being the ground (other than destiny) of its being connected with or dissociated 
from a (particular) body is difficult to conceive.” (51) Having thus pondered to the best 
of his intellectual acumen, Vasudeva (the son of Sura) actually eulogized that sinful 
fellow with great esteem. (52) With 2 blooming lotus-like countenance, yet with an aching 
heart, he smilingly addressed the following words to that hard hearted wretch. (53) 
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Vasudeva observed : Indeed there is no fear to you, O gentle one, from this girl 
as the incorporeal voice (from heaven) has conveyed (to you). | shall (accordingly) 
make over (to you) her sons, from whom fear has arisen in you. (54) 
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Sri Suka continued : Karhsa, who knew the truthfulness of Vasudeva’s words, ceased 
from killing Devaki (his own cousin). Applauding him, Vasudeva too reached home full of 
delight. (65) Now, when the time came, Devaki, who (being the abode of Sri Hari) represented 
all the gods (on her person), (successively) brought forth eight sons and a daughter too 
(Subhadra by name) besides, one every year. (56) Much afraid of falsehood, Vasudeva 
handed over to Karhsa with (great) difficulty his first-born son, Kirtiman (by name). (57) 
Indeed what is difficult to endure in the eyes of the righteous? What is needed by the wise? 


What is unworthy in the eyes of the depraved? And what is difficult to renounce for those 
who have cherished Sri Hari (the Self of all)? (58) Rejoiced at heart to perceive such 
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equanimity in Vasudeva (the son of Stra) as well as his unflinching devotion to truth, Karnsa, 
O Pariksit, smilingly spoke the following words—(59) "Let this boy return (to your protection); 
for there is no fear to me from him. Obviously my death has been decreed at the hands of 
your eighth progeny." (60) Taking the boy with the word "Amen’, Vasudeva returned (home). 
(Of course) he did not rejoice over those words of Karhsa (the wicked one) of uncontrolled 
mind. (61) 
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"Whatever cowherds there are in Vraja, the foremost of whom is Nanda, and again (all) 
those who are their wedded wives, the Vrsnis led by Vasudeva, and Yadava women headed 
by Devaki, nay, (even) the kinsmen, relatives and friends of both Nanda and Vasudeva, who 
are devoted to Karnsa (yourself) are all for the most part gods themselves." This was what 
the all-powerful sage Narada communicated to Karnsa, going to him (of his own accord), and 
also apprized him of the endeavours (of Brahma and the other gods) for the destruction of the 
Daityas, that constituted a burden to Mother Earth, O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata)! (62—64) 
Believing the Yadus to be (so many) gods, and Lord Visnu as about to appear from the womb 
of Devaki for the purpose of slaying him, and binding Devaki and Vasudeva with fetters in 
their own residence after the departure of the (celestial) sage, Karnsa did to death every 
son of the said couple even as he was born, suspecting him to be the (birthless) Visnu 
(Himself). (65-66) Greedy monarchs given to self-gratification on this earth generally, as a 
matter of fact, kill their (own) father and mother, brothers as well as all their relations. (67) 
Knowing himself to have been, in a previous existence, the great demon Kalanemi, slain by 
Visnu and reborn (as Karhsa) in current life, he entered into hostilities with the Yadus. (68) 
Nay, putting in prison his (own) father, Ugrasena—the lord of the Yadus, the Bhojas and the 
Andhakas—the mighty Karhsa ruled over the Surasena territory himself. (69) 


Thus ends the first discourse, forming an introduction to the descent of Lord Sri Krsna, 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse II 


The Lord enters the womb of Devaki and is extolled by the gods 
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Sri Suka resumed : Conjoined with Pralamba, Baka, Canira, Trnavarta and Aghasura 
(who in the form ofa python ate much), Mustika, Arista, Dwivida, Pitana, Kesiand Dhenuka, 
as well as with other demon kings, the foremost of whom were Bana and Bhauma, and with 
Jarasandha {the ruler of Magadha, whose two daughters had been married to him) as his 
ally, the powerful Karnsa set about (the task of) destroying the Yadus. (1-2) Hard pressed, 
they migrated to the territories of the Kurus, Paficalas and Kekayas, Salvas, Vidarbhas, 
Nisadhas, Videhas and Kosalas too. (3) Remaining faithful to him, a few kinsmen (of theirs, 
however,) continued to serve him. When six boys of Devaki had been killed by Karhsa (the 
son of Ugrasena), a ray of Lord Visnu, whom the devotees speak of as Lord Ananta, entered 
the womb of Devaki as her seventh child, that went to enhance her delight and grief at the 
same time. (4-5) 
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Perceiving the fear born of Karnsa to the Yadus, His proteges, the Lord too, the Soul of 
the universe, commanded (as follows) Yogamaya (His transcendent creative energy):—(6) 
"Proceed, O good goddess, to Vraja enriched by cowherds and cows. Rohini, Vasudeva's 
wife, is staying in the village of Gokula owned by Nanda; and, afraid of Karnsa, his other wives 
too are residing in secret places. (7) There exists in Devaki's womb, in the form of an embryo, 
My own part manifestation known by the name of Sesa (the serpent-god). Taking it out, place 
itin the womb of Rohini. (8) Then | shall assume the role of a son of Devaki with all My divine 
potencies, which constitute so many parts of My being as it were, O blessed lady; while you 


shall be born of Yasoda, the wife of Nanda. (9) People will worship you by means of incense, 
offerings of food and other presents, recognizing you as the supreme controller (of the 
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destinies) of men seeking various boons and as the bestower of all desired blessings. (10) 
Men will erect temples (sacred to you) on earth and give (diverse) appellations (to you) such 
as Durga, Bhadrakali, Vijaya, Vaisnavi, Kumuda, Candika, Krsna, Madhavi and Kanyaka, 
Maya, Narayani, lSani, Sarada and Ambika. (11-12) People on earth will call the son of Rohini 
Sankarsana, particularly because of his being taken out of the womb (of Devaki); by the 
name of Rama because of his giving delight to the world and Bala because of his pre- 
eminence among those possessed of strength."(13) 
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Thus instructed by the Lord and accepting His command with the words, "O yes, letit be 
so !" and going round Him from left to right (as a mark of respect), the goddess descended 
on earth and carried out His behest as she was told. (14) When the embryo in the womb of 
Devaki was transferred to that of Rohini by Yogamaya (who represents the Lord's trance- 


sleep at the time of universal dissolution), the people of Mathura wailed aloud saying, "Ah! 
the embryo (in the womb of Devaki) has perished !" (15) 


aman fase 9 ATT: mfeA HSA 1861 
a faa det om wet am va: | qredisiaesitt gai ways Zz 1201 
at wager ote 6 Ot 
an Waimea BTC TSSaHE FAT: 1821 
a want wdofaehoy fet a 


ams A ommed ogee ga fet aa Geriteit io! 
fens afeq aig 4 aed a faeha fama 
fam: weer aitst aa: fr Sees: 1221 
a Ww We we wa ada aera 
Boga do ocam: wore Tan was sae gai? 
sft cham war Siar: SA Ty: | aa wetter RTT 1231 
ada: diastase: wen we fa eee, AT TRS 
The Lord too, who is the Soul of the universe and rids His devotees of (all) fear, entered 
the mind of Vasudeva with all His divine potencies constituting parts of His being as it were. 
(16) Carrying (in him) the glorious presence of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person) and 
(consequently) shining as the sun, Vasudeva evidently grew to be most formidable and hard 
to approach in the eyes of (all) living beings. (17) Thereupon, just as the eastern quarter 
bears the moon (the delighter of all), the glorious Devaki conceived in her mind the Lord 
carrying (with Him all) His divine potencies (constituting so many parts of His Being), and 
embodying the good-luck of the world—the Lord who comprises all and represented her very 
self—duly communicated (to her) by Vasudeva (through mere sigitt even as a preceptor 
would impress on the mind of his disciple a mental image of the Lord). (18) Imprisoned within 
(the four walls of) the palace of Karhsa (the chief of the Bhojas) like an enclosed flame or like 
useful knowledge pent up in (the mind of ) a (selfish) scholar who keeps his knowledge to 
himself, Devaki, who had (now) turned into an abode of the Lord Himself (the abode of the 
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universe), did not shine fully (failed to delight the outside world). (19) Perceiving Devaki— 
who bore the invincible Lord within her—illumining the palace by her (uncommon) lustre and 
having a bright smile (on her countenance), Karnsa said (to himself): "Hari, who is going to 
take my life, has clearly and surely entered her womb, like a lion entering a cave; for she was 
not like this (So bright) before. (20) What should be speedily done by me now with reference 
to him? For (if | attempt to make short work of him, the moment he is born) he is not going 
to withhold his prowess (even as a new-born babe would do), intent as he is on his purpose 
(of advancing the interests of the gods). (And if | dispose of Devaki herself, before my enemy 
is born,) such destruction of Devaki (my cousin), who is not only a woman but enceinte (too), 
will forthwith mar my reputation and prosperity and cut short my life.(21) Such aone is indeed 
(as good as) dead, though breathing, who lives by most atrocious deeds; (for) people curse 
such a man (even during his lifetime) and, when his body gets defunct, he is surely destined 
to go to hell (consisting of blinding darkness), the inevitable fate of one identifying oneself 
with the body." (22) Pondering thus, Karhsa, though powertul himself, ceased from that 
darkest design (of killing Devaki) and kept awaiting the birth of Sri Hari, cherishing a feeling 
of enmity for Him. (23) Thinking of Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the senses) while sitting, lying 
down, standing, taking his food and walking on earth, he saw the world full of Him. (24) 
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Going thither, with sages headed by Narada and gods accompanied by their attendants 
(such as Gandharvas), Brahma and Siva (the Source of the universe), glorified (in the 
following words) Lord Visnu (who showers all desired boons). (25) "We seek as our shelter 
You of true resolve, existing in the past, present and future (i.e., before, during and after 
creation), the (ultimate) Source of earth, water and fire (collectively referred to in the Vedic 
literature by the term ‘Sat’), as well as of air and ether (collectively known as Tyat*) and 
dwelling in the aforesaid (five) elements (called by the name of 'Satyam’), as the Reality 
underlying them (all), the Prompter of truthful speech as well as of undifferentiating vision, 
and consisting of truth, which is (at the same time) the highest means of attaining You. (26) 
This beginningless tree of creation indeed has one ground (in the shape of Prakrti or 
Primordial Matter),a couple of fruits (in the form of pleasure and pain), three roots (in the form 
of the three modes of Prakrti viz., Sativa, Rajas and Tamas), four kinds of sap (in the form 
of the four objects of human pursuit, viz., religious merit, earthly possessions, sensuous 
pleasure and final Beatitude), five media of perception (in the form of the five senses of 
perception), six states (viz., birth, existence, growth, ripeness, decay and destruction or six 
forms of anguish, viz., hunger and thirst, grief and infatuation, old age and death), seven 
layers of barks (in the form of the seven constituents of a body, viz., chyle, blood, flesh, fat, 
bone, marrow and semen), eight boughs (in the shape of the five elements—viz., earth, 
water, fire, air and ether—mind, reason and ego) and nine hollows (in the form of the nine 
apertures of the body, viz., the two sockets of eyes, the two cavities of ears, the two nostrils, 
the mouth and the organs of urination and defecation) and a pair of birds (viz., the individual 
soul and the Inner Controller inhabiting it) and is endowed with ten leaves (in the form of the 
ten vital airs, viz., Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana, Samana, Naga, Karma, Krkala, Devadatta 
and Dhanajfijaya). (27) You alone are the Cause of the aforesaid tree in the form of the 
phenomenal universe; You are its resting-place and you are its preserver (too). Those whose 
wisdom is clouded by Your Maya (deluding potency) look upon You as many, (but) not so 
those who are wise. (28) Being the Spirit, which is consciousness itself, You repeatedly 
assume (reveal) for the welfare of the mobile and the immobile creation forms constituted 
of Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas), which bring delight to the righteous and are 
harmful (bring destruction) to the wicked. (29) With their mind fixed through concentration 
on You, the embodiment of pure Sattva, O lotus-eyed Lord, the select few (those endowed 
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with intelligence) cross the ocean of mundane existence like the foot-print of a calf with the 
help of the vessel in the form of Your feet, made available (shown) by the exalted. (30) Having 
themselves duly crossed the terrible ocean of metempsychosis, (so) very difficult to cross, 
O self-effulgent Lord, and leaving behind the bark of Your lotus-feet (setting an example of 
their devotion) here (on this side of the ocean) the aforesaid (wise men), full of unbounded 
compassion (for the afflicted), have reached the other shore (without any exertion), gracious 
as You are to the righteous. (31) Others (those treading the path of Knowledge unmixed with 
Devotion), who regard themselves as liberated, O lotus-eyed One, and whose mind is not 
very pure due to lack of devotion to You and because they have failed to adore Your feet, 
fall down from their position even on attaining with (great) difficulty a high state (in the form 
of noble birth, learning and asceticism, so favourable to Liberation.) (82)Those devotees of 
Yours, who have fastened their (deep) affection on You, O Spouse of Laksmi, do not, under 
any circumstance, stray in that way from the path (of Devotion). Protected on all sides by 
You and therefore rid of all fear (on the other hand), O Lord, they move about freely, setting 
their foot on the heads of the commanders of gods presiding over obstacles. (33) For the 
continuance of the world You assume (reveal) a form—consisting of pure Sattva and 
dispensing the fruit of actions of embodied beings—through the medium of which people 
(belonging to the four Asramas or stages of life) offer worship to You (severally) through (a 
study of) the Vedas, the practice of rituals, asceticism and concentration of mind. (34) Had 
this (divine) personality of Yours, consisting of Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas) not 
been manifest, O Maker of the universe, saving knowledge, which wipes out ignorance and 
the (resulting) notion of diversity (and which follows from the worship of Your personality) 
would not have been possible (at all). (If it is urged that the existence of Brahma would still 
be concluded from the light shed by the intellect and other faculties which, being material, 
possess only reflected light, our reply is that) You are only inferred (but not directly 
perceived), through the light shed by material organs, as one in relation to whom and 
presided over by whom the material organs shed their light. (Through Your worship however, 
the mind gets attuned with You and Your truth is realized by Your grace). (35) O self-effulgent 
Lord, who are the withess of the mind etc., and the means of whose realization can (only) 
be guessed, Your names and forms, associated with Your excellences, births and deeds, 
can neither be conceived with the mind nor extolled in words. Nevertheless, as is well-known, 
those engaged in the act of Your worship do recite Your names and perceive Your forms. 
(36) Hearing and reciting, contemplating on and helping others remember Your auspicious 
names and forms, he whose mind is fixed on Your lotus-feet (even) when he is engaged in 
activities (of various kinds) no longer deserves to be reborn. (37) Happily, O Hari, the burden 
of this earth, which represents Your feet, has been removed by Your (very) descent. Luckily 
(enough), we shall perceive the earth and heaven adorned with Your lovely footprints bearing 
auspicious marks and (thus) favoured by You, its (supreme) Ruler. (38) O Lord, that 
constitutes a haven free from (all) fear, we conceive no ground for Your descent other than 
love for sport, birthless as You are; for birth, life and death are attributed (even) to the 
(individual) soul through ignorance about You. (39) O Lord, relieve the burden of the earth 
on this occasion (even) as You have protected us as well as (all) the three worlds (at other 
times), having descended in the form of a fish, a horse (Lord Hayagriva), tortoise, man-lion, 
boar, swan, Ksatriya prince (Sri Rama), a Brahmana (Lord Paragurama) and a god (the 
divine Dwarf), Hail to You, O Jewel among the Yadus! (40) (Addressing Devaki, they said), 
fortunately, O mother, the almighty Lord, the Supreme Person has Himself entered your 
womb alongwith (all) His (divine) potencies (constituting-so many parts of His being) for our 
welfare. Let there be no more fear of Karnsa (the chief of the Bhojas), who is courting his own 
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death (by persecuting you and your husband); (for) your (prospective) son will prove to be 
the Protector of the Yadus.” (41) 
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Sri Suka went on : Having thus glorified the Supreme Person, whose essence is, really 


speaking, other than (different from) this visible universe, and placing Brahma and Siva at 
their heads, the gods returned to heaven. (42) 


Thus ends the second discourse entitled "Eulogy of Lord Visnu in Devakrs womb addressed 
by Brahma and others", in Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AY Faasearea: 


Discourse Ill 


Advent of Lord Sri Krsna 


AH FarT 
ag waquita: are: aaa: | agent ardetrentarl | & | 
fe: wage «= Pdergrotrer Tet T_OVUSTAAATT | 2 | 
7: seadiest Bel Weer: | fEleqeeraat asa: 1 3 | 
adt ag: qaent: germs: ae: isag feerdiat are aired | ¥ | 
THER ONES «| TG STS afer Agdeuat fafa 4 | 
wy; feacreatqgg: fagaron: i feerig ayqeeif: we wat & | 
aga ofa: wie qhaind Te Weed WET © | 
feta a seq Wee wae aacai eaeftvat fay: adage: | 
aifertie aan creat feetrgha gen: | ¢ | 
Sri Suka resumed : Now came the most delightful hour, fraught with all blessings, when 
precisely the asterisk Rohini (presided over by Brahma, son of the birthless Lord Visnu) was 
at the ascendant and when (the rest of) the asterisks, planets and (other) stars bore a gentle 
aspect. (1) The quarters became clear (of clouds as though it were autumn, although the 
rainy season had not yet ended); while the firmament was marked with the presence of 
multitudes of stars shining unobscured. The earth was seen with its towns, villages, stations 
of cowherds and mines full of festivities. (2) The rivers flowed in a limpid stream; ponds 
bloomed with lotuses: rows of forest-trees laden with bunches of flowers rang with the sweet 
noise of birds and swarms of bees. (3) A hallowed breeze (coming as it did from the direction 


of the holy Yamuna) and wafting a sweet fragrance, blew delightful to the touch; the sacred 
fires of the twice-born (that had been extinguished due to Karhsa's persecution) burst into 
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flames (automatically) on the occasion. (4) The minds of the righteous became cheerful 
oppressed as they had been by the demons. When that birthless Lord was about to be born 
kettledrums sounded (of themselves) in heaven. (5) At that time Kinnaras and Gandharvas 
sang,Siddhas and Caranas uttered praises and Vidyadhara women danced with celestial 
nymphs. (6) Full of joy, sages and gods showered flowers and clouds gently rumbled after 
the manner of the (roaring) ocean. (7) When midnight enveloped in (thick) darkness came 
and when people's prayer (for His descent) began, Lord Visnu, the Indweller of all hearts, 
manifested Himself in His entirety through Devaki—who possessed a form similar to that of 
a goddess (being an incarnation of Aditi, the mother of the gods)—even as the full moon 
would appear in the eastern horizon. (8) 
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Vasudeva beheld that extraordinary boy with lotus-like eyes, endowed with four arms 

wielding uplifted weapons (and other emblems) such as a conch, a mace and a discus; 
bearing on his bosom the mark of Srivatsa (a golden curl of hair characteristic of Lord Visnu); 
clad in yellow (silk); possessing the charm of a cloud laden with moisture, with the Kaustubha 
gem shining at His neck and His profuse locks bathed in the splendour of His diadem and 
ear-rings studded with precious cat's-eyes, and highly resplendent with an exquisite girdle, 
armlets and bangles etc. (9-10) Plunged in joy to behold Sri Hari as his (own) son and with 
his eyes wide open through wonder (at the appearance of the all-pervading Lord through the 
womb of his wife, Devaki, even though he was bound inwardly with the shackles of ignorance 
and outwardly by the fetters of Karnsa), Vasudeva mentally gave away on that (auspicious) 
occasion ten thousand cows to Brahmanas in his hurry to celebrate the descent of Sri Krsna 
(Lord Visnu). (11) Concluding the boy, (who was) illuminating the lying-in-chamber with His 
(own) splendour, to be (no other than) Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), O scion of Bharata, 
Vasudeva, who was aware of the Lord's greatness and whose fear was (completely) gone, 
now proceeded to glorify Him with a guileless mind and joined palms, his body bent low (with 


humility). (12) 
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Vasudeva prayed : You have been directly known (by me) to be (the same as) the 
Supreme Person, existing beyond Prakrti (the material plane), nay, consisting of absolute 
and conscious bliss, the witness of all minds. (13) Having evolved even as such (consisting 
of truth, consciousness and bliss) at the beginning (of creation) this (universe), consisting of 
the three Gunas, by Your (own), creative energy, Youare conceivedas having entered it after 
that, even though as a matter of fact You have not entered it. (14) (Just) as these elementary 
principles, (viz., the Mahat-tattva, Anankara and the five Tanmatras) appear to have entered 
their evolutes (even though they do not really enter it), so is the case with You (who appear 
to have entered the womb of Devaki even though You have not actually entered it). 
Combining (under the direction of the Spirit) with their (sixteen) evolutes (viz., the five gross 
elements and the ten Indriyas and the mind), the former actually bring forth the cosmic egg, 
though possessing diverse properties and existing apart (from one another); and, having 
duly evolved it, they appear as having entered it (even though they do not really do so). Their 
entry into it is not possible due to their being already present in it (as its causes). (15-16) In 
this way You are imagined as having entered Devaki's womb, though not having actually 
entered it. Though existing (as their cause) with the objects perceptible by the senses (whose 
true nature can only be inferred through the perception of sense-objects),You are not 
apprehended alongwith those sense-objects; (for) the distinction of inside and outside does 
not exist in You, that comprise and indwell all, are all-pervading and real—because of Your 
being unlimited. (How, then, can it be possible for You to enter anything?) (17) He who 
concludes with regard to material objects perceptible by him that they are real as distinct from 
their (own) self is ignorant. And since, when investigated into, such an object does not prove 
to be anything but a (mere) display of words, aman acknowledging what has been disproved 
is (certainly) a fool. (18) The wise declare the appearance, the continuance and the 
destruction of this (universe), O Lord, (as proceeding) from You, who are desireless, beyond 
the (three) Gunas and changeless. This is notincompatible in You, who are (at once) Brahma 
(the Absolute) and the (almighty) Lord. (As a matter of fact,) whatever is done by the Gunas 
is ascribed to You because of Your being their ultimate ground. (19) As such (consisting of 
truth, consciousness and bliss), of course, You assume (reveal) by Your creative will Your 
pure (white) complexion (Visnu form consisting of Sattva) for the continuance of the three 
worlds, Your red complexion (Brahma form), endowed with the principle of Rajas, for their 
creation, and a dark complexion (Rudra form), evolved by (the principle of) Tamas for their 
destruction. (20) Intending to protect this universe, O Lord, the Ruler of all, You have 
descended in my house. You wiil (in course of time) extirpate (for the protection of the 
righteous) armies led by numberless Asura chiefs passing under the name of Ksatriya 
princes. (21) Hearing of (anticipating) Your birth in our house, this villain (of a Karhsa) actually 
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killed Your elder brothers, O Ruler of the gods ! Learning of Your advent as soon as it is 
intimated by his men, he will rush in this very moment with uplifted weapons. (22) 
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Sri Suka went on: Perceiving her aforesaid son endowed with the characteristics of 


Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), Devaki, who was (hitherto) afraid of Karnsa, now bore a 
bright smile (on her countenance) and glorified Him. (23) 
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Devaki prayed : You are Lord Visnu Himself, the Illuminator of (all) psycho-physical 
organisms, the indefinable Reality, which the Vedas declare as the unmanifest cause 
consisting of (mere) consciousness, transcending the three Gunas, absolute existence, 
unqualified and devoid of activity. (24) When at the end of two Parardhas (constituting the 
lifetime of Brahma) the universe (consisting of seven higher and seven lower worlds) is 
dissolved (into its constituent elements), by force of Time the (five) gross elements are 
ultimately merged ( alongwith the ten Indriyas and the mind including the deities presiding 
over them) in Ahankara (their cause), (Ahankara is merged in the Mahat-tattva), the Mahat- 
tattva in the Unmanifest (and the Unmanifest in Yourself), You alone are left and (therefore) 
called by the name of Sesa (lit., the residue). (25) The wise declare as a potency of Yours 
the aforesaid Time, which extends (in point of duration) from the twinkling of an eye toa year 
and is infinite in extent, and under whose impulse the universe proceeds on in its cyclic 
course, O Director of the Unmanifest ! | fly (for protection) to You as such, the Ruler (of Time 
as well as of Prakrti), the Abode of security. (26) Afraid of the serpent of death and running 
about all the worlds (in quest of a quarter free from the fear of death), a mortal is not able to 
attain a place void of fear. Having by an indescribable stroke of good luck (however) reached 
Your lotus-feet, he rests in peace, O Primeval Being; for (even) death turns away from 
him.(27) As such (kindly) protect You us (Your devotees), afraid of the terrible Karnsa (the 
son of Ugrasena); (for) You are the dispeller of the grave fears of Your servants. And (pray), 
do not reveal to the ignorant (whose eyes are directed to the flesh) this divine form, the object 
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of meditation (for the seekers of liberation). (28) Let not that wicked one know of Your birth 
through me, O slayer of the demon Madhu ! | am terribly afraid, for Your sake, of Karhsa and 
(feel) much agitated at heart. (29) Withdraw,O Soul of the universe, this four-armed 
transcendent form adorned with the splendour of a conch, a discus, a mace and a lotus. (30) 
It is a truism that You, the Supreme Person, hold at the end of the cosmic night (final 
dissolution) in Your Body this (vast) universe with enough space about it. That You as such 
should have entered my womb, Oh that is surely an imitation of human ways. (31) 
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The Lord replied : In a previous life (the third incarnation preceding the present one), 
in course of the Swayambhuva Manvantara you alone, O good lady, were Prsni. In that life 
he (your husband) was a sinless Prajapati, Sutapa by name. (32) When indeed you two were 
commanded by Brahma to beget progeny, thereupon you both practised most rigid 
austerities, fully controlling your senses. (33) Enduring one after another the peculiarities of 
the (various) seasons in the form of rain, storm, sunshine, snow and heat, nay, subsisting 
(now) on withered leaves and (now) on air alone and with the impurities of your mind wiped 
out through breath-control, you performed My worship with a calm mind, seeking the objects 
of your desire from Me. (34-35) While you with your mind fixed on Me, were both thus 
practising severe austerities, most difficult to practise, O good lady, twelve thousand celestial 
years rolled by. (36) Constantly contemplated upon in the heart with reverence and devotion 
coupled with asceticism, and highly pleased with you both, O sinless one, |, the foremost of 
(all) bestowers of boons, appeared on that occasion in this (very) form with the desire of 
conferring (on you) the blessings sought by you both. When the words, "Ask any boon of your 
choice" were uttered (by Me), a son like Me was asked for by you. (37-38) Having not (yet) 
tasted the pleasures of sense and not blessed with any issue, you, husband and wife, did 
not ask (the boon of) final beatitude of Me, infatuated as you were by My Maya. (39) Having 
secured the desired boon of (getting) a son like Me and having (thus) realized your ambition, 
you proceeded when | hadleft, to enjoy the sensuous pleasures. (40) Not finding anyone else 
in the world alike in amiable disposition, magnanimity and other qualities, | (Myself) was born 
as your son and became known by the name of Prsnigarbha (son of Prsni). (41) Once more 
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as a son of you both as aforesaid, | was born of Aditi (an incarnation of PrSni) through the sage 
Kasyapa (an incarnation of Sutapa) and came to be known as Upendra (Indra's younger 
brother) and (also) as Vamana because of My dwart-like form. (42) Indeed in this third 
incarnation of you both as such, | am again born at this moment in the same (four-armed) form 
(as was revealed to you before); (for) My word is (always) true, O good lady ! (43) This 
(four-armed) form has been revealed to you (again) for reminding you of My previous 
descents; (for) knowledge of My identity is not had otherwise through a mortal sem-blance. 
(Now of course | will assume the form of a human babe as desired by you). (44) Constantly 
thinking of Me as ason and (also) as Brahma (the all-pervading Lord), and having bestowed 
(your) love on Me, you both will attain the highest state of union with Me (in the form of co- 
residence with Me in My divine Abode). (45) 
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Sri Suka continued : Having thus spoken, Lord Sri Hari, became silent and instantly 
assumed the form of an ordinary child by His own free will, His parents gazing (with 
wonder).(46) Thereupon as the aforesaid Vasudeva (the son of Sura, who suddenly found 
his fetters loosened) felf inclined to step out of the lying-in-chamber, taking his son securely 
(in a winnowing basket covered with soft linen), as urged by the Lord, that (very) moment 
Yogamaya, who is nick-named Aja (birthless), was born through the wife of Nanda (at 
Gokula). (47) Now the gate-keepers having been deprived (for the time being) of all their 
cognitive faculties and the citizens too having been sent to sleep by Her (Yogamaya), all the 
gates (of the palace), even though they had been closed by means of huge doors as well as 
with steel bolts and chains, and were (thus) hard to penetrate, flew open by themselves the 
moment Vasudeva arrived (near) carrying Lord SrtKrsna (on his head), (even) as darkness 
would disperse with the appearance of the sun. (At that time) clouds rained with a gentle 
rumbling; while Sesa followed (at the heels of Vasudeva), warding off the rain by means of 


his (thousand) hoods (spread as an umbrella over His head). (48-49) While Indra (the rain- 
god) was pouring showers frequently (in order to avert the popular gaze and allowing a 
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respite at intervals so as to avoid continued hardship to Vasudeva), the Yamuna river 
(presided over by a deity of the same name and the younger sister of Yama, the god 
of retribution), (even though) covered with foam due to waves set up by the force of its 
deep flood, and studded with hundreds of fearful male-storms, afforded passage (to the 
divine Sri Krsna) by becoming fordable (even) as the ocean did (of yore) to Lord Sri 
Rama (the Spouse of Laksmi disguised as Sita). (50) Reaching Nanda’s Vraja and 
finding there the cowherds headed by Nanda buried in sleep under the influence of 
Yogamaya (representing the trance-sleep of Lord Visnu), Vasudeva (the son of Sura) 
placed his son on the bed of Yasoda (by her side) and returned (forthwith) to the palace 
(of Karnsa), taking* with him (in exchange) her (divine) daughter. (51) Laying the (divine) 
girl on Devaki’s bed and putting the chains about his feet (again), Vasudeva now stood 
confined as before. (52) Yasoda, Nanda’s wife, too simply came to know of a child 
having been born (to her) but did not notice its sex, exhausted (as she was by the throes 
of parturition) and rendered unconscious by Yogamaya. (53) 
Thus ends the third discourse, bearing on the Advent of Sri Krsna, in the first 
half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka resumed: (Vasudeva having returned to the palace,) all the outer 
(main) gates as well as those of the gynaeceum were closed as before. Then, 
on hearing the cry of a babe, the guards of the palace got wide awake. (1) Hastily 
approaching Karnsa, they now reported to the ruler of the Bhojas of that (particular) 
childbirth (the birth of the eighth child) of Devaki, which he anxiously awaited. (2) 
Rising hurriedly from his bed and distressed to think that the baby was his 
death, he went in all haste to the lying-in-chamber with tottering steps and dishevelled 
hair. (3) Wretched as she was, the shining and virtuous lady pathetically 


* Vasudeva can be accused here of callousness by the unwary reader in removing his own son and deliberately 
delivering the child of his friend, Nanda, to the hands of Death. But thoughtful readers would acquit him of this charge, knowing 
as they do that Vasudeva did all this under the express command of the Lord Himself, as is clear from verse 47 above. 
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addressed her aforesaid cousin (as follows):—‘She is (deserving of protection like) a 
daughter-in-law to you, O blessed one; you ought not to kill a female child. (4) Many a 
babe, brilliant as fire, has been killed by you, impelled as you were by Providence, oO 
brother! This solitary and helpless girl may (kindly) be gifted to me. (5) Since | am 
undoubtedly your younger cousin, whose sons have been killed and who is therefore 
miserable, O lord, you ought to bestow on me, hapless as | am, this last progeny 
(of mine), O dear brother!” (6) 
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Sri Suka went on: Thus entreated by Devaki—who wept like a most helpless 
woman, hugging her daughter—and, roughly rebuking her with vehemence, the wicked 
one snatched the baby from her hand. (7) Seizing by the feet his cousin's daughter, 
who had just been born, Karnsa—whose affection (for his cousin) had been uprooted 
by self-interest—dashed her against the (hard) surface of a slab. (8) Flying off his 
hand, the younger sister of Sri Krsna instantly rose to the heavens and was seen 
in the form of a goddess with eight mighty arms equipped with weapons. (9) Adorned 
with ethereal wreaths, raiment, sandal-paste, and bejewelled ornaments, She wielded 
(severally) a bow, a pike, an arrow, a shield, a sword, a conch and a mace (in Her 
eight hands). (10) While being hymned by Siddhas, Caranas, Gandharvas, Apsaras, 
Kinnaras and Nagas, who offered various articles of worship (to Her), She uttered 
the following words:—(11) “What would you gain by My being slain, O foolish one; 
for your destroyer, (who is) your erstwhile adversary (too), has been born at some 
place or other. (Therefore) do not kill (other) helpless children in vain.” (12) Having 
warned him thus, lo! the almighty Maya (disappeared and) stayed on earth as a deity 
under diverse appellations in shrines of different names. (13)* 
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* Vide Il. 11-12 above 
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Highly amazed to hear the words uttered by Her and having completely liberated Devaki 
and Vasudeva, Karhsa spoke with humility (as follows):—(14) "Oh! cousin! Oh ! brother-in- 
law, alas, many 4 son of yours has been killed by me, a sinner (as | am), (even) as an ogre 
may kill his (own) progeny. (15) Having forsworn compassion and disowned my kinsmen and 
(other) relatives indeed, and (virtually) dead, though breathing, to what (infernal) regions 
shall | actually descend like a slayer of Brahmanas, a notorious wretch as | am ? (16) Not 
only mortals but gods as well utter falsehood, putting faith in whom |, a sinner, killed my 
cousin's babes ! (17) (Pray,) do not lament your sons, who only reaped what they had sown 
(in their previous existence), O highly blessed souls ! Living beings do not, as a rule, live for 
ever, or at one place (even) so long as they live, being under the control of destiny. (18) As 
earthen pots come and go (appear and disappear) on the earth, so do bodies (of living 
beings) in the Self. And even as the earth undergoes no change consequent on the earthly 
beings undergoing transformation, so the Self (too) does not change consequent on the 
bodies undergoing changes (in the form of birth, death and so on). (19) In him whois not really 
cognizant of this fact arises misapprehension regarding the self (in the form of self- 
identification with the body, which is other than the self), from which proceeds the notion of 
difference (between the self and the not-self). Thence come about the union with and 
separation from other bodies (viz., those of his sons and other near and dear ones) and (the 
result is that) transmigration (and the resultant harvest of joys and sorrows) does not cease 
(in his case so long as his aforesaid misapprehension does not disappear. (20) Therefore 
(although in truth neither they were your sons nor did | kill them), O blessed lady, do not 
sorrow for your sons, though slain by me; for everyone helplessly reaps the fruit of one's own 
(past) actions. (21) The fool who does not cognize his (true) self and identifies himself with 
a (material) body assumes the role of a victim or agent of persecution (only) so long as he 
feels that'l am slain or! am the slayer.’ (22) (Pray), forgive you both my wickedness; for pious 
souls (like you) are (as a rule) fond of the afflicted." Saying so, and with his face wet with tears, 
Kamsa (the brother-in-law of Vasudeva) forthwith clasped the feet of his cousin and her 
husband. (23) Reassured by the utterance of the (divine) girl, he rid Devaki and Vasudeva 
of (their) chains, exhibiting his affection (for them). (24) Having vouchsafed her forgiveness 
to the cousin, who was fully repentant, Devaki gave up her anger as well; while Vasudeva 
laughingly spoke to him as follows:—(25) "It is precisely as you say, O highly blessed one! 
The feeling in embodied beings that 'l am this body etc., from which proceeds the distinction 
that 'this is mine' and ‘that is not mine’, has its origin in ignorance. (26) Full of grief, delight, 
fear, hatred, greed, infatuation and pride, those possessed of a differentiating eye, do not 
perceive God (manifested as the Time-Spirit) destroying beings through the agency of 
(other) beings by recourse to mutual strife." (27) 
a TaTAT 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus addressed ina guileless manner by Devaki and Vasudeva, 
who felt (quite) appeased, and permitted by them, Karhsa withdrew to his palace. (28) That 
night having passed, Karnsa summoned his counsellors and told them all that which was 
intimated by Yogamaya (representing the trance-sleep of Lord Visnu). (29) Hearing the 
words of their master, the demons (lit., the progeny of Diti), the (sworn) enemies of the gods— 
who were resentful towards the gods and were not very clever—said:—(30) 


wa oaeff ae qemeorfeg! afadere fadatig efremmioa 4 fara 138! 
fea: afeata ta: anika: | femfgrrat sarereelqTETa 1321 
werd = adda: «= aa: | fasitfawa sae ag: 1331 
fed, seal dat areteran featena: | qerarasforen: Safe sitar: wr gfrariea: 1a! 
a a faepereran fara, wedge eee, | wage: 1341 
fe anythigdaniacen: | tater far after aeyat ar aatener | 
fafsonecdtior aaron at ATeTAT 135 | 
aaa ga: acme sf wai acer = aqgeareraqaar 1301 
aassmass aqifadt yet weat weuefafenfady 
adatom «= tf | ftqder gael A TA 3c! 
qe fe faearit aa ed: ware: | ae a gal Mtfasrect am: wafer: 1321 
Tee Valea Ws ATO Heater: | aah aaa, TM eit wader: xo! 
fam mag aa aa: wet an: a: 1 gel zat fafaen a maa BET: 1¥eI 
a fe adqemet wares ger: | gen tam: wal: Gan: wager: | 
wa a agora aedton fate 1s? | 


“Ifthat is so, O ruler of the Bhojas, then we shall presently kill without doubt (all) the babes 
of above and below ten days (dwelling) in towns, villages, cowherd-stations and other 
places.(31) What will the gods do (to us) with al heirendeavours, cowards as they are in battle 
and ever perturbed in mind at the twangs of your bowstring? (32) Being assailed on all sides 
with the volleys of your arrows (even) as you discharged them, they took to their heels (in 
the past), anxious to escape with life, and made good their retreat, deserting the battle- 
field.(33) Having laid down their arms, some gods (lit., denizens of heaven) stood with their 
palms joined over their heads, reduced as they were to a miserable plight. Others, who 
appeared with the tufts of hair on their crown untied and with the back end of their loin-cloth 
remaining untucked to their loin (as a token of humility), exclaimed, "We are frightened (and 
seek your mercy!)" (34) You, however, never strike those (of your enemies) who have 
forgotten to take their missiles and (other) weapons, have lost their chariots, are overtaken 
with fear, are intent on something else, have turned their back on the battle-field, or whose 
bow has been broken or who are disinclined to fight. (85) What (harm) could be wrought by 
the gods, valiant (only) in a safe retreat and boastful in places other than the battle-field? 
What could be done by Hari, living in seclusion (in the heart of all) or by Siva, dwelling in 
woods? (And) what could be achieved by Indra of poor strength or by Brahma (engaged in) 
practising austerities ? (36) Yet we think that the gods do not deserve to be ignored because 
of their hostile attitude (towards us). Therefore, command us, your obedient servants, to 
destroy Visnu (disguised as an infant and forming their very mainstay). (37) (Even) as a 
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malady appearing in the body and completely ignored (in its initial stages) by men cannot 
be remedied once it has struck deep roots, or as the senses cannot be controlled if 
neglected (and allowed to have their own way), so the enemy cannot be dislodged once 
his strength gets consolidated and he grows mighty. (38) Indeed Visnu is the root (chief 
support) of the gods and he stays where the eternal (Vedic) Religion prevails. Again, 
Veda, the cow, the Brahmana, asceticism and the (institution of) sacrifices accompanied 
by (liberal) sacrificial fees constitute the roots of the latter. (39) Therefore, O king, we 
shall by all means kill Brahmanas who are expositors of the Vedas, ascetics and those 
given to sacrificiql performances as well as cows that yield materials (such as milk and 
clarified butter) worthy of being offered as oblation into the sacrificial fire (inasmuch as 
they are all instrumental in manifesting Visnu). (40) Brahmanas, cows and the Vedas, 
asceticism, truthfulness, control of the senses and the mind, reverence, compassion 
and endurance as well as sacrificial performances constitute (so many) embodiments of 
Sri Hari. (41) He is unquestionably the ruler of all the gods, a (sworn) enemy of the 
demons and indeed the indweller of (all) hearts. All the gods including Siva and Brahma 
(the four-faced creator) have their origin in Him. Hence to extirpate the Rsis—this 
constitutes the (most effective) means of killing Visnu. (42) 


AYR SAI 
wi gitafe: de: we wore gifs: cefeat fed AY arermergatsar: 1 ¥3 1 
area mypteet oat aeafrar | aren fey ear yenfaer ws 
a 9 TW: wearer yada: aa FaguaraenrenTayeqa: 1% | 
aq: ft agit ent cirernige wa ai aha staf watfor det weefran: 1a! 
ata arqurrad Fert oRAeer Aiea esl yah ageifseara: 1x 


Sri Suka proceeded further: Having thus fully deliberated with his wicked 
advisers, the evil-minded demon, Karnsa, thought the massacre of Brahmanas as 
conducive to his good, enmeshed as he was by the snare of Death. (43) Commanding 
the demons—who were fond of persecuting others and could assume any form they 
liked—to oppress the righteous in all quarters, Karnsa retired into the palace. (44) The 
demons, whose disposition was predominantly Rajasika (turbulent) and whose understanding 
was clouded with Tamoguna (obtuseness), and whose death was near, acted inimically 
towards the virtuous. (45) An outrage done to an exalted soul brings to an end a man’s 
life, fortune, glory, religious merit, his title to the higher worlds as well as his desired 
objects, nay, all blessings. (46) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in the first half of Book Ten of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
SIRE 
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31Q USAIseaa: 


Discourse V 


Festivities connected with the Birth of Lord Sri Krsna at Gokula 
SR FarT 
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Sri Suka resumed : Calling in Brahmanas, well-versed in the art of fortune-telling and 
having made them repeat benedictory hymns, the high-souled Nanda, on the other hand, 
who was rejoiced at the thought of a son having been born to him (in his ripe old age), and 
who had just bathed and attained purity (thereby) and was (duly) adorned, had the 
Jatakarma* ceremony actually performed with respect to the Babe according to precept and 
(also) caused the manes and gods (in the form of Nandi-Sraddha and so on) to be 
worshipped. (1-2) He gave away to the Brahmanas two lakhs of newly calved and richly 
adorned cows as well as seven mountain-like piles of sesamum seedst studded with a vast 
number of precious stones and covered with a piece of gold cloth.(3) Material substances 
get purified through passage of time, bath and washing, sacraments, asceticism, sacrificial 
performances, charitable gifts and contentment; while the soul is purified through Self- 
knowledge (alone). (4) Brahmanas as well as SUtas,; Magadhas and Vandis uttered 
benedictory words; songsters sang songs, while kettledrums and larger drums sounded 
again and again. (5) 
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Vraja had its doorways, courtyards and interiors of houses well swept and duly sprinkled 
with water, and was decorated with flags and buntings of various colours as well as with 
arches made of wreaths, textiles and leaves. (6) Cows, bulls and grown up calves were 
daubed with oil mixed with termeric, painted with minerals of various colours and decked with 
peacock plumes, wreaths, cloth and gold necklaces. (7) Cowherds dressed in costly loin- 
cloths, coats and turbans and adorned with valuable jewels flocked (in the house of Nanda), 
carrying presents of various kinds in their hands, O Pariksit ! (8) 


* This ceremony consists in touching the tongue of a new-born male child thrice with ghee after appropriate prayers. 

+ Itis customary among the Hindus to give away heaps of sesamum seeds on the auspicious occasion of the birth of a 
son 

¢These terms have been defined in the following couplet:-— 

yal: drafter: dre ATTN aurea: | afer: wags: Il 

" Sutas are those who recite stories from the Puranas; Magadhas are no other than bards reciting the glories of ancestors 
of kings; while Vandis are those who make observations suited to particular occasions. _ 
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Rejoiced to hear of the birth of a son to YaSoda, cowherd women too beautified their 
person with clothes, ornaments, collyrium and so on. (9) The charm of their lotus face 
heightened by (decorations of ) fresh saffron paste, corresponding to the filaments of a lotus, 
they despite their bulky buttocks walked hurriedly with presents (in the shape of gold-rings, 
necklaces of jewels, raiments, fruits and blades of panic grass etc.,) their breasts shaking 
(on account of their rapid movement). (10) Adorned with well-polished bejewelled ear-rings 
and a string of gold coins worn about their neck as well as with bangles, and clad in raiments 
of various colours, the cowherd women shone brightly while proceeding to the palace of 
Nanda, flowers fallen from their braids being strewn in a shower on the way, and looked 
graceful with the ear-rings and the necklaces, hanging on their breasts, swinging about 
rapidly. (11) Invoking (divine) blessings on the boy in the words "May You protect the babe 
for long (O Lord !)" and sprinkling the multitude with water mixed with turmeric powder and 
oil, they sang in a high pitch. (12) 
sar fafeerin afent wareadi pet fadetsd tee sara 1231 
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Now thatthe immortal Lord Sri Krsna, the Ruler of the universe, had come down to Vraja, 
musical instruments of various kinds were played upon on that occasion of great rejoicing.(13) 
Spraying with curds, milk, clarified butter and water and besmearing (the face of) one another 
with handfuls of fresh butter, the merry cowherds threw one another of the feet (in mirth). (14) 
For the purpose of propitiating Lord Visnu as well as for the welfare of his son, the high-souled 
and liberal-minded Nanda conferred on them as well as on the Sutas, the Magadhas and the 
Vandis and others who lived by their art or science (such as musicians, physicians, 
astrologers, dancers and interpreters of omens) raiment, ornaments and cattle-wealth, and 
suitably honoured them with gifts desired by them. (15-16) Felicitated by Nanda, the cowherd 
chief, the highly blessed Rohini too (who excelled all the other wives of Vasudeva in that she 
had the rare good fortune of witnessing the childlike pastimes of Sri Krsna) moved about as 
the virtual mistress of Nanda's household (receiving female guests and ordering servants), 
decked with supernal clothes, garlands and necklaces (forgetting the distress of her captive 
husband). (17) Thenceforward Nanda's Vraja became the seat of all prosperity turning into 
the (very) playground of Goddess Rama by virtue of its native excellences peculiar to an 
abode of Lord Sri Hari, O protector of men! (18) 


Tor, tiperarat Pea negt wai ae: hae arte ai aq ese 129! 
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[565] B.M. Part II—33 
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Having charged the cowherds with the protection of Gokula, Nanda went to Mathura in 
order to pay his annual tribute to Karnsa, O jewel of the Kurus! (19) Reliably hearing of his 
friend, Nanda, having come (to Mathura) and coming to know that he had paid his tribute, 
Vasudeva repaired to his camp (to see him and enquire about his own sons, Balarama and 
Sri Krsna). (20) Rejoiced to see him come and at once rising to his feet even as a body (lying 
unconscious) would do on consciousness returning to it, Nanda folded his most beloved 
friend in the arms, overwhelmed as he was with affection. (21) Welcomed (by Nanda) and 
honoured with an enquiry after his health, and comfortably seated, Vasudeva, whose mind 
was deeply attached to his sons, sgpke as follows, O protector of the people:—(22) 
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"It is a matter for congratulation, O brother, that an issue has now been vouchsafed to 
you, aged and issueless as you were, and had been shut out from all hopes of getting a 
progeny. (23) Through good luck you have been perceived today like one reborn (revolving 
all along) on this whirligig of mundane existence; for the sight of a loved one is (so) difficult 
to obtain. (24) The living together at one and the same place of friends engaged in diverse 
occupations, which is so agreeable, is not (always) possible any more than that of wooden 
planks etc., swept along by the current of a river. (25) Is that Vrhadvana (Gokula) where you 
are residing at present surrounded (accompanied) by your kith and kin, favourable to cattle, 
free from diseases and provided with abundant water, grass and plants? (26) Cherished by 
you both (your wife and yourself) and recognizing you as his father, is my son (Balarama), 
O brother, doing well with his mother (Rohini) in your Vraja? (27) Indeed the threefold object 
of human pursuit (viz., religious merit, wealth and sensuous pleasure) is recommended only 
in so far as it is shared with one's near and dear ones. When the latter are in distress, such 
threefold pursuit does not make for happiness (the goal of all sentient beings). (28) 


Fe sara 
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Nanda replied : Born of Devaki, (O friend,) many a son of yours has been killed alas! 
by Karnsa. (Only) one daughter, subsequently born, was left (having escaped death at his 
cruel hands). But she too ascended to heaven. (29) Indeed a created being depends on its 
destiny and is controlled by destiny. He who knows destiny to be his (very) essence (the 
unfailing cause of his happiness and misery) does not get infatuated. (30) 


aged sara 
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Vasudeva said : The annual tribute has actually been paid to the king and we (too) have 
been seen by you. You should not (therefore) stay here long; (for) there are startling 


Dis. 6 ] BOOK TEN 123 


ORR RIERRARe Reo oi ieinininintntninintotnteintn i intointtrintnintetrinintrintrinininintntointntriateieintntetrtiieteteteirintntrtnteiitnt tetet tte tet i trtrt 


occurrences at Gokula too. (31) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus exhorted by Vasudeva (the son of Sura) and taking leave of 


him, the said cowherds, headed by Nanda, returned to Gokula riding on their carts drawn by 
bullocks. (32) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse entitled "The meeting of Nanda and Vasudeva’ in the first half of 
Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PANES 
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Discourse VI 
Deliverance of Putana 
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Sri Suka resumed : Pondering on his way that the words of Vasudeva (the son of Stra) 
could not be untrue, Nanda sought Sri Hari as his refuge, apprehensive as he was of the 
coming of startling events. (1) Despatched by Karnsa, the terrible demoness Putana, who 
was given to (the practice of) killing infants, moved about in towns, villages, cowherdstations 
etc., killing infants (wherever she went). (2) Ogresses and others find their way only there 
where people, though devoted to their duties, do not practise the hearing etc., of the names 
and stories of Lord Visnu (the Protector of devotees), capable of exterminating the ogres. (3) 
Reaching Gokula, ruled over by Nanda, on one occasion, and disguising herself as a woman 
through her witchcraft, the said Pitana, who was capable of coursing through the air and 
could go anywhere she pleased, entered the village. (4) Seeing that lovely woman, clad in 
fine clothes, with jasmine flowers tucked to her braid, her slender waist pressed as it were 
between her bulky hips (below) and her full breasts (above), and with her face set off with 
curly locks radiant with the lustre of her swinging ear-rings, the Gopis thought her to be the 
most beautiful Laksmi (Herself), come to see Her Spouse, distinguished as she was by her 
hand bearing a lotus (the emblem of Laksmi) and captivating the mind of the inhabitants of 
Vraja by her side-long looks accompanied with sweet smiles. (5-6) Hunting for infants and 
propelled by Providence, Putana (lit., an evil spirit seizing infants and causing their death) 
saw lying in a bed in that palace of Nanda, the Babe (Sri Krsna), the Destroyer of the wicked, 
with His immeasurable glory veiled, like fire buried under ashes. (7) Recognizing her to be 
an evil spirit given to the destruction of infants, Sri Krsna (the Soul of the mobile and immobile 
creation) lay with His eyes utterly closed. She placed the infinite Lord, her very death, in her 
lap (even) as an ignorant man would a sleeping serpent, mistaking it for a rope. (8) Seeing 
inside the house that excellent woman—whose (outward) behaviour was most affectionate 
(like that of a mother), though she was possessed of a cruel heart and thus resembled a 
sword encased in a charming scabbard—and overwhelmed with her splendour, the two 
mothers (Rohini and Yasoda) stood merely gazing. (9) Taking Sri Krsna in her lap there, that 
cruel woman put into the Baby's mouth her dreadful breast besmeared with deadly poison. 
Squeezing it hard with both his hands, the Lord full of indignation forthwith sucked the 
poison alongwith her (very) life. (10) Being wrung in all her vital parts, she cried out saying. 
“Leave me, O leave me, enough of it!" Distending her eyes and tossing about her feet and 
arms again and again, she actually screamed, her limbs drenched with prespiration. (11) As 
a result of her very deep and violent roar the earth with its mountains and heaven with its 
planets shook, the subterranean worlds as well as the (four) quarters echoed and people 
toppled down on the ground under the apprehension of a thunderbolt. (12) Thus tormented 
at her breasts and reverting (in her helpless state) to her own (demoniac) form, she (sprang 
and) fell dead in (the outskirts of) Vraja, opening her mouth and flinging about her hair and 
stretching her legs and arms too (even) like the demon Vrtra knocked down by the 
thunderbolt (of Indra), O protector of men !(13) 
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Even while falling down, her (colossal) body crushed, O ruler of kings, trees within 
(an area of) twelve miles. That was a great wonder. (14) Its mouth was ranged with 
fearful teeth as long as a plough-tree; its nostrils resembled a pair of mountain caves; 
its breasts looked like a couple of huge rocks; its coppery hair hung loose; its eyes 
were deep like a well overgrown with plants etc.; it looked terrible with its hips 
resembling sand-banks; its arms, thighs and feet resembled dams; while its belly looked 
like a waterless pond. The cowherds and cowherdesses were really much frightened to 
see that fearful body, their heart, ears and head having already been split by her yell. (15—17) 
And finding the boy fearlessly playing on her bosom, the cowherd women quickly went 
up to Him and picked Him up, alarmed as they were. (18) Along with Yasoda and Rohini 
they fully ensured the safety of the boy (against evil spirits) on all sides by waving round 
him the tail of a cow (which has been declared in the scriptures to be the seat of 
Goddess Laksmi) and other occult rites. (19) Having bathed the boy with the urine of 
a cow (which is held to be as sacred as the water of the holy Ganga) and again 
sprinkling him with the dust under the hoofs of cows (which is considered to be as good 
as sprinkling with the totality of all sacred waters), they (further) ensured his security by 
daubing him with cowdung (which is recognized as another seat of Goddess Laksmi) 
at twelve points while uttering (twelve different) names* (of the Lord). (20) Having sipped 
water and assigned (a number of ) seed-letters (representing the first letters of the 
following eleven names of the Lord, followed by a nasal sound—Anuswara) separately 
to the (diverse) limbs of their (own) body as well as to (the parts of) their hands, the 
cowherd women next assigned the same seed-letters to the limbs and (parts of) the 
hands of the baby. (21) 
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* The twelve names to be uttered on such occasion and the twelve limbs to be touched while doing so are 
specified in the following verses of the Padmapurana :— 
ae | ed at | aera aed q fas aaa 
fern a chart pet areal a age | fated ae gq ane arvaedah it 
aut aman 7 wie g eet TS q er a Feat eptet =I 
“One should visualize KeSava on one’s forehead, Narayana on the belly, Madhava on the breast and Govinda 
on the back of one's neck, Visnu in the right side of the abdomen and Madhusidana on the right arm, Trivikrama 
on the neck, Vamana on the left side (of the abdomen), Sridhara on the left arm and Hrsikesa again on the neck, 
Padmanabha on the back and Damodara on the waist.” 
This shows that the Gopis of Vraja were all Vaisnavas. 
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(They said:—) "May Aja (the birthless Lord) protect your feet; Maniman (the Lord 
adorned with the Kaustubha gem), your knees and Yajha (the Deity presiding over 
sacrifices), your thighs; Acyuta (the immortal Lord), your loins; Hayagriva (the Lord endowed 
with the head of a horse), your abdomen; KeSava (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva), your 
heart; [$a (the almighty Lord), your bosom and Ina (the Master), your throat; Visnu (the all- 
pervading Lord), your arms; Urukrama (the Lord with long strides), your mouth and ISwara 
(the Supreme Lord), your head. (22) May the wielder of a discus stand (as your protector) 
before you and Sri Hari, endowed with a mace, behind you; the Slayer of Madhu and Ajana 
(the birthless Lord), wielding (severally) a bow anda sword, stand on your two sides; Urugaya 
(sung by many), the wielder of a conch, at the (four) points intervening between the quarters; 
Lord Vamana (the younger Brother of Indra), overhead; the Rider of Garuda, on the ground 
and the Supreme Person (Lord Sankarsana) wielding a plough, on all sides. (23) May 
Hrsikesa protect your Indriyas; Narayana, your vital airs; Vasudeva (the Lord of Swetadwipa), _ 
your intellect; Aniruddha (the Master of Yoga), your mind; Prsnigarbha (Pradyumna), 
understanding and Sankarsana (the all-destroying Lord), your Ahankara (ego). May 
Govinda (who sports in the senses) protect you while you are at play, Madhava, while lying 
down; Vaikuntha, while walking; the Lord of Sri, while seated; and the Enjoyer of sacrifices, 
inspiring terror in all evil spirits, while you are dining (24—26) (Malevolent spirits such as) 
Dakinis, Yatudhanis and Kusmandas evilspirits that seize their victims taking the form of 
babes, Bhutas, Pretas and Pigsacas, Yaksas, Raksasas and Vinayakas, Kotara, Revati, 
Jyestha, Putana, (the sixteen) Matrkas and others (such as Caraki and Jwalamukha), 
Unmadas (evil spirits causing insanity) and Apasmaras (those inducing apoplexy), that 
actually torment the body and the Indriyas and interfere with the vital functions, those 
responsible for evil portents of a grave nature seen in dreams and those that seize the aged 
as well as youngsters (alike)—terrified at the mention of the names of Lord Visnu, may all 
these (evil spirits) die out. (27—29) 
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Sri Suka went on : Giving suck to her Son, whose safety had thus been ensured by 
cowherd women, bound (to him) by (ties of) affection, the mother put Him to sleep. (30) 
Meanwhile the (party of) cowherds headed by Nanda came back to (the outskirts of) Vraja 
from Mathura, and were greatly astonished to see the (colossal) body of Putana. (31) (They 
said to one another,) "Oh, surely a seer has been really born in the person of Vasudeva or 
he must have been a master of Yoga (in his previous incarnation); for that very calamity has 
actually been perceived, of which Anakadundubhi spoke (to us)." (32) Having hacked that 
body with axes and cast it piecemeal ata distance, those inhabitants of Vraja (that had been 
entrusted with the protection of Gokula) burntit to ashes after it had been piled over with logs 
of wood. (33) Out,of that body, while it was being cremated, arose (a column of) smoke 
emitting the fragrance of aloe-wood, the sin attaching to it having been completely wiped out 
the moment its life was sucked out (through the breasts) by Sri Krsna. (34) (Lo!) Putana, a 
blood-sucking ogress given to the destruction of infants in the world and giving suck to Sri 
Hari even with the (deprecable) motive of killing Him, attained the destiny of saints! (35) How 
much more, then, should one deserve such a state, who offers one's most beloved 
something with (utmost) reverence and devotion to Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Spirit, as 
did His affectionate mothers* and cows full of motherly affection. (36) Even the said ogress 
(Putana), whose breast the Lord sucked covering her body with His feet—feet which remain 
enshrined in the heart of His devotees and are worthy of being adored even by Brahma, Siva 
and others (who are adored by the world), ascended to heaven (Vaikuntha), a destiny worthy 
of His mothers (Devaki and Yasoda)! What wonder, then, that the cows and mothers, the milk 
of whose breasts was (lovingly) sucked by Lord Sri Krsna, should attain that destiny? (37-38) 
Rebirth, which results from ignorance, could never be possible, O Pariksit, in the case of 
those (cows and mothers) that incessantly looked upon Sri Krsna as their as son, nay, whose 
milk, oozing out of parental affection, the (said) divine son of Devaki, the Bestower of 
Liberation and all other blessings, sucked to His heart's content. (39-40) 
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Smelling the fragrance of the smoke rising from the crematorium, the inhabitants of Vraja 
(Nanda and others, that had gone out of Vraja before PUtana came there), returned to Vraja 
saying what (a strange phenomenon) it was and whence the odour actually came ! (41) 
Hearing (the story) of Putana’s arrival etc., as well as of her (subsequent) death and the 
baby's safety, as told by the cowherds present there, they stood highly amazed. (42) Taking 
up (in his arms) his son, who had returned from the jaws of death (as it were,) and smelling 


eee 
* We shall see in Discourse XIII below how Sri Krsna assumed the form of all His boy companions and calves besides 
His own form on their having been stolen away by Brahma, and continued in those forms for a full twelve month, thus conferring 
on the mothers of all those youngsters and calves the unique honour and privilege of being His mothers. Itis these numberless 
cowherdesses and cows of Vraja that are referred to in the above verse as His mothers (sr:) in the plural number. 
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Him at His crown (as a token of affection), the noble-minded Nanda experienced a great 
delight, O jewel of the Kurus ! (43) Aman who hears (or recites) with reverence (the story)of 
this wonderful childlike sport of Lord Sri Krsna, consisting in the deliverance of Putana, 
comes to develop love for the said Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows).(44) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse in the first half of Book Ten of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 


Deliverance of the demon Trnavarta 
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The king (Pariksit) said : The exploits which the almighty Lord Sri Hari performs, 
through whatever descents it may be, are (so) charming to our ear and (so) appealing to our 
mind, O master! (1) If you think fit, (therefore, kindly) narrate in particular that story of Sri Hari 
by listening to which (the feeling of) ennui and the diverse cravings (responsible for such 
ennui) of (any) man (whatsoever) disappear, his mind gets purified before long, devotion to 
(the aforesaid) Sri Hari is generated and friendship established with His servants. (2) (Pray,) 


further recount even other marvellous infantile sports of Lord Sri Krsna, who imitated (the 
ways of) the human race when he came down to the human (mortal) world. (3) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Once on the occasion of the ceremonial ablution (of the infant Sri 
Krsna) to commemorate His turning in the bed (which generally takes place at the end of 
three months), when the (same) constellation (Rohini) under which He was born happened 
to be at the ascendant, Yasoda (the good old mother of Sri Krsna) performed in the midst 
of the ladies assembled (at her residence) the rite of sprinkling her son with water, 
accompanied by the playing of musical instruments, songs and the chanting of sacred texts 
done by the Brahmanas. (4) When the ablution etc., of Sri Krsna had been finished and the 
ceremony of invoking blessings on Him performed by the Brahmanas that had (already) been 
duly honoured with gifts of cooked food and raw articles of food, raiment, garlands, boons 
sought by them and cows, and when drowsiness was fully manifested in His eyes, Nanda's 
wife gently put Him to sleep (on a cradle or a cot underneath a cart). (5) Busy honouring the 
inhabitants of Vraja assembled (for the occasion) with a mind full of zeal over the festival 
commemorating Sri Krsna's turning in the bed, the noble-minded Yasoda did not at all hear 
the cry of her son, who, while actually crying for a suck, tossed up His feet (in an angry 
mood).(6) Hit by the tiny feet, tender as a leaf, of the Babe, lying beneath, the cart turned” 
upside down with the result that the metal jars (placed on it and) containing various delicious 
substances (such as milk, curds and ghee) were crushed, its wheels and axle-tree inverted 
and its pole shattered. (7) Perceiving it (in that topsyturvy condition), the women of 
Vraja—that had gathered (at Nanda's residence) for the festival commemorating the turning 
of Sri Krsna in the bed—headed by Yasoda, as well as Nanda and others, who were 
perplexed at that amazing sight, wondered how the cart had actually turned upside down by 
itself. (8) Boys (who were playing there when the cart turned turtle) told the (wondering) 
cowherds and cowherdesses—whose mind was uncertain (as to who was really responsible 
for upturning the cart)—that the cart had been knocked down with His foot by Sri Krsna while 
crying (for His mother's breast): there was no doubt (about it). (9) Those cowherds (however) 
did not believe it, taking it to be the (mere) talk of children and (therefore) doubting it; for they 
did not know the immeasurable strength of that Boy. (10) 
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"The great demon Hiranyaksa, who was slain by the Lord disguised as a boar (vide Discourses XVII to XIX of Book III), 
had a son, Utkaca by name.He was exceedingly powerful and well-built. In the course of his peregrinations he once crushed 
the trees of the hermitage of the sage Lomasa, who pronounced on hima curse that he would thenceforth remain disembodied. 
He felt that his physical sheath was about to fall off like slough. He fell prostrate at the feet of the sage and asked his forgiveness, 
Appeased by his penitent behaviour, the sage blessed him that in the course of the Vaivaswata Manvantara he would be 
liberated by the touch of the feet of Lord Sri Krsna. It was Utkaca that had entered the cart in Nanda’s residence in his 
disembodied state and was forthwith liberated by the tough of the Lord's feet. 
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Taking up her crying son, Yasoda, who was afraid of the presence of some evil spirit, 
gave Him suck (only) when the ceremony of invoking blessings on Him had been performed 
by Brahmanas with the help of Vedic hymns (destroying evil spirits). (11) Having poured 
oblations into the sacred fire (in order to propitiate the deities presiding over the planets and 
so on), the Brahmanas worshipped the cart (which was the seat of their wealth in the shape 
of dairy products, and the abode of Laksmi) with curds, unbroken grains of rice, blades of the 
(sacred) KuSa grass and water, when it had been placed as before by mighty cowherds and 
provided (once more) with (all) its goods (whatever was kept on it). (12) Taking up the Boy 
and sprinkling Him with water consecrated through (the recitation of) sacred texts from the 
Samaveda and Yajurveda and hallowed with sanctifying herbs, (nay,) causing benedictions 
to be pronounced by the foremost of Brahmanas and propitiating the (sacred) fire (by pouring 
oblations into it), Nanda, the cowherd chief—who felt convinced that the benedictions uttered 
by those truthful ones who are completely free from a carping spirit, mendacity, hypocrisy, 
jealousy, violence and pride never go in vain—gave to the Brahmanas very wholesome food 
to eat. (13—15) For (the purpose of ensuring) his son's all-round prosperity Nanda (further) 
gave away (to the Brahmanas) cows endowed with all good qualities and adorned with cloth, 
garlands and gold necklaces and they uttered their (choicest) blessings in return. (16) 
Obviously benedictions that are uttered by Brahmanas well versed in sacred prayers and 
united with God shall never prove fruitless and (invariably) come out true. (17) 
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One day (when Sri Krsna had just attained the age of one year), YaSoda (the good old 
lady), while she was busy fonding her son, seated in her lap, could not bear the weight of the 
Babe, who had (all of a sudden) grown heavy as a mountain-peak. (18) Placing Him on the 
ground, Yasoda (the cowherd lady), who'felt astonished (at this wonderful phenomenon) 
and, oppressed with burden, contemplated on the Supreme Person (out of fear of some 
unexpected calamity) and set about her worldly duties (such as summoning Brahmanas for 
the ceremony of invoking blessings on her babe). (19) 
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A demon, Trnavarta by name and a servant of Karhsa, particularly directed (by him), 
appeared in the form of a whirlwind, enveloping the entire Gokula in particles of dust and 
blinding the eyes (of all), and shaking the quarters as well as the intermediate points with his 
most terrible roar, and carried away the squatting Babe. (20-21) For an hour or so Vraja 
remained enveloped in dust and darkness. Yasoda did not find her son on the spot where 
she had set him. (22) Oppressed with particles of sands wafted by Trnavarta and utterly 
confused, one could not see one's own self, much less another. (23) Not finding any trace 
of her son in the shower of dust occasioned by that violent whirlwind, and repeatedly thinking 
of Him in a most pathetic manner, the helpless mother (YaSoda) lamented and dropped on 
the ground like a cow whose calf had died. (24) Having heard the cry (of YaSoda) later on, 
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when the wind had the vehemence of its shower of dust abated, and with their mind sore 
afflicted at not perceiving there the Darling of Nanda, the cowherd women (too) wept, their 
face flooded with tears. (25) 
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Carrying away Lord Sri Krsna, Trnavarta, who had assumed the form of a whirlwind, went 
up to the skies (to a certain height) but could not proceed (further), his impetuosity having 
ceased now that he (felt he) was carrying a huge burden (since the Lord had grown heavy 
again). (26) Taking that wonderful Boy to be a rock (of sapphire) because of His being heavier 
than himself (and having given up the form of a whirlwind), he could not cast Him away, 
caught as he was by the throat. (27) Rendered motionless by the (extraordinary) pressure 
at the throat and giving forth an indistinct groan, the demon fell down dead in (the outskirts 
of) Vraja, Babe andall, his eyes having been shot out (of the sockets). (28) The crying women 
assembled there saw the terrible demon fallen from the skies on a slab, with all his limbs 
shattered, like the city* (built by the demon Maya and) cleft by the arrow of Lord Rudra. (29) 
Nay, astonished to find Sri Krsna dangling on his breast, they picked up and restored Him 
to His mother. The cowherdesses and cowherds headed by Nanda, so the tradition goes, 
experienced excessive joy to get back the Babe, sound of body, though taken away by the 
ogre through the air, and extricated from the jaws of Death (as it were). (30) Oh, what a joy! 
It is extremely wonderful that, though brought to an end by the ogre, this boy has returned 
safe! The bloody and wicked fellow has been destroyed by his own sin and a pious soul is 
completely rid of fear by virtue of his even-mindedness. (31) What austerities, worship of Lord 
Visnu (who is above sense-perception), act of pious liberalityt (Purta) and sacrificial 


* Vide Vil. x.54—59. 
+ The word 'Purta’ has been defined by Manu in the following couplet:— 
artaarerife taarrrnf a | sawyer: year 11 
(Manusmrii, IV. 226) 

* Digging wells, big and small, tanks etc., construction of temples, giving away foodgrains, laying out garden—these are 
called by the name of Purta." 

The word ‘Ista’ again, has been defined by Atri as below:— 

afverd a9: aed aa Fa yer snfaei aaeava gefrcafneiaa i 

“Pouring oblations into the sacred fire, practising austerities, truthfulness and also preserving the Vedas by committing 

them to memory, hospitality, performing the rite called Vaiswadeva—this is called by the name of Ista.” 
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performance etc. (Ista), act of charity or act of benevolence to living beings has been 
performed by us due to which the boy, though (virtually) dead, has luckily enough appeared 
(in our midst) again, reviving (us,) his kinsfolk? (32) Amazed to see many (more) wonders 
(of this kind) at Brhadvana (Gokula), Nanda, the cowherd chief, esteemed the prophecy of 
Vasudeva again and again. (33) 


Uaadamea = aigurirer oft iad weara eA ereaegar 131 
terra set a wer Sheri qe creat aged at saiaul 
Go tet abet: aagataaeargstiss | 
ator, aietefeqaars qa oar fee ia 
a ater fad ager wm, aeradag: | aaties reranatt Aa arrete afaferat 13101 
Sie arenas Fe ee Hera Co Tale quate aa aahseA: (91 
One day, taking up the Babe and placing Him in her lap, the blessed Yagoda, 
overwhelmed with affection, made Him suck her breast overflowing with milk. (34) 
Caressing the mouth (lips), litup witha charming smile, of the Babe, who hadalmost finished 
sucking, O king, the aforesaid mother saw in His mouth while He was yawning the following, 
viz., the sky, the horizon, the host of luminaries, the (four) quarters, the sun, the moon, fire, 
the air and the oceans, the broad divisions of the globe, mountains, the rivers (flowing from 
them), forests and all created beings, stationary as well as moving. (35-36) Seized with a 
tremor to perceive the universe vividly all of a sudden, O Pariksit, (in the mouth of the Babe), 


and fully closing her eyes, Yagoda (whose eyes resembled those of a fawn) stood greatly 
amazed. (37) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse entitled "The deliverance of Trnavarta" 
in the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
The Naming Ceremony of the Lord and His Infantile Sports 
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Sri Suka began again : Importuned by Vasudeva, Garga, the (family) priest of the 
Yadus, who was a very great ascetic, O king, repaired to Nanda's Vraja. (1) Supremely 
delighted to see him and rising (from his seat) with joined palms by way of welcome Nanda 
worshipped him, prostrating himself at the very outset and recognizing him to be Lord Visnu 
(who is above sense-perception). (2) Delighting the sage with sweet words when hospitality 
had been offered to him and he was comfortably seated, Nanda said, "O holy one, what can 
we do for you, who are fully gratified (and want nothing)? (3) The stirring out of exalted souls 
(like you) is directed towards the supreme good of men (like me) attached to their household 
and distressed in mind, O venerable sage, and is never meant otherwise. (4) A (popular) 
treatise on astrology—from which proceeds the knowledge of supersensuous phenomena 
and through which (any) man can know the cause (of his present happiness and misery in 
the shape of past good and evil deeds) as well as its effect (in the shape of the pleasurable 
and painful experiences of this life)—has been directly composed by you. (5) (Besides being 
a master of astrology) you are the foremost of the knowers of Veda and are (thus) qualified 
to perform the purificatory rites (such as the naming ceremony) with respect to these two 
boys; for a Brahmana is the preceptor of (all) men by virtue of his (very) birth. (Hence it is not 
essential that such rites should be performed by one’s own preceptor)." (6) 
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Garga replied : | am the (family) priest of the Yadus and known (as such) all over the 
globe. People would take your son, if consecrated by me through purificatory rites, as 
Devaki's son. (7) Pondering that the eighth progeny of Devaki ought not to be a girl, ever 
since he has heard the remark of Devaki's daughter (that his slayer has been born 
somewhere) and bearing in mind the friendship (subsisting) between you and 
Anakadundubhi, the evil-minded Karnsa may have his suspicion (easily) aroused (by My 
performing the purificatory rites with respect to your sons, that Vasudeva's eighth child has 
been removed to your house and is being brought up here by you). If (therefore, God 
forbid), he should kill your son (under such suspicion), that would (prove to) be a (serious) 
blunder on our part. (8-9) 
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Nanda said : Unperceived even by my (own) people, (kindly) perform in this cow-pen in 


secret the purificatory rite the naming ceremony appropriate to a member of the twice-born 
classes, after uttering the benedictory hymns. (10) 
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Sri Suka went on : Thus entreated (by Nanda), and (himself) remaining concealed, the 
sage performed in secret the naming ceremony with respect to the two boys (the sons of 
Rohini and Yasoda); (for) that was sought to be done by himself. (11) 
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Garga observed : Delighting his kinsfolk with his excellences, this son of Rohini, as a 
matter of fact, will be styled as Rama (the delighter of the people); and due to his superiority 
of strength people will remember him as Bala (strength personified). (Nay,) because of his 
observing no distinction (inter se) between the Yadus* (viz., between yourselves, on the one 
hand, and Vasudeva etc., on the other) people will also recognize him as Sankarsana (the 
unifier). (12) Taking (diverse) forms indeed in each Yuga, Yasoda's son has manifested three 
(different) colours, viz., white, red and yellow; this time he has assumeda dark complexion(13) 
Some time in the past this son of yours was born in the house of Vasudeva; (hence) the wise 
(who know this truth) will duly designate him as the glorious Vasudeva (son of Vasudeva).(14) 
There are numerous names and forms of your son, conforming to his excellences and 
actions. | (alone) know them, not the commonality. (15) The delight of the cowherds, nay, of 
the entire Gokula, this boy will bring you happiness. By his help you will easily surmount all 
difficulties. (16) Protected and strengthened by him during a period of anarchy in former 
times, O lord of Vraja, pious souls, tormented by robbers, (eventually) conquered them. (17) 
Enemies cannot overpower those highly blessed souls who offer love to this boy, any more 
than demons can overpower those whose cause has been espoused by Lord Visnu. (18) 
Therefore, this son of yours, O Nanda, is a compeer of Lord Narayana in point of excellences, 
splendour, fame and glory. (Please) look after him intently. (19) And, when Garga, having 
duly instructed Nanda, had returned to his abode (at Mathura), Nanda felt much delighted 
and deemed himself full of (all) blessings. (20) 
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* In the Harivam$a (The Supplement of the Mahabharata) Sri Balarama says to Nanda:— 
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“Even among the Yadavas you are (particularly) beloved of me.” 
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Not long afterwards, Balarama and Kegava (Sri Krsna) began to sport in Gokula going 
about on hands and knees. (21) Moving briskly on the muddy grounds of Vraja dragging both 
their feet behind in a (most) charming way—the tiny bells of Their anklets and girdle making 
a tinkling noise and Their mind delighted to hear their sound—and following any passer-by 
(to some distancé), the two Boys would (soon) return to Their mothers like innocent and 
terrified babes (when the passer-by would turn round and look at Them and They discovered 
him to be a stranger). (22) Folding in their arms their Sons—who looked charming with mud, 
that served to beautify Their person as a paint—and giving Them suck, Their two mothers, 
whose breasts were overflowing with milk due to their (motherly) affection, experienced 
ecstatic joy indeed to behold Their countenance bright with a winning smile and small teeth 
(even) as They sucked their breasts with relish. (23) When the two Boys were old enough 
to be engaged in boyish sports, (so) captivating to the eyes of young women, the latter would 
then feel delighted to gaze on Them both being dragged behind hither and thither in the 
interior of Vraja by calves whose tails were tightly seized by Them, and stood laughing 
leaving their homestead. (24) When Their mothers did not succeed in restraining their most 
restless Sons—absorbed as They were in play—from horned animals and those having 
sharp teeth, fire, sword, water, birds and thorns, nor could they attend to their domestic 
duties, they would experience a great distraction of mind. (25) 
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After a short time, O royal sage, Balarama and SriKrsna began to move about with ease 
in Gokula on Their feet without rubbing Their knees (against the ground). (26) Then, incourse 
of time, Lord Sri Krsna, accompanied by Balarama, began to sport with the boys of Vraja of 
His own age, bringing delight to the women of Vraja (thereby). (27) Gazing on the charming 
boyish pranks of Sri Krsna, the cowherd women (of Vraja) called (at His residence) in a body 
and actually spoke as follows to His mother, who was all ears:—(28) Occasionally 
untethering the calves before time (when we are unwary, and thus allowing them to suck the 
whole milk of their mothers) and with his risibility excited by scolding, your darling swallows 
our tasteful curds and milk stolen through thieving devices contrived by Him. He (not only 
quaffs them himself, but) deals them out in order to feed monkeys; and, if a monkey drinks 
no more, he smashes the (very) jar (containing curds and milk). (Nay,) enraged with the 
people of the house on getting no material (to eat), he departs setting the infants (of the 
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house) a crying (by pinching them). (29) Where the milk etc., is kept (in swings etc.)hanging 
beyond the reach of his hands, he contrives plans (to get at it) with the help of wooden seats 
and mortars etc., (placed one upon another). Possessed of insight into the contents (of the 
pots) and expert in (the art of) making holes, he strikes holes into the pots placed in swings 
(where the aforesaid expedients fail). In a dark room he uses his own person, wearing hosts 
of gems, as a lamp to reveal things and he does all this at a time when the cowherd women 
have their mind fully engrossed in their household duties. (30) He commits nuisance in our 
tidy houses and does other such mischievous acts. And having accomplished his work 
through pilfering devices, he sits (by your side) as a very innocent boy." Yasoda, to whom 
the matter was thus reported at length by the (cowherd) women—who watched the charming 
countenance (of Sri Krsna) gazing With terrified eyes—did not feel inclined (even) to rebuke 
her son and stood with a laughing face. (31) 
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One day, while at play, the cowherd boys headed by Balarama complained to Yasoda 
(the mother of Sri Krsna), that Krsna had eaten earth. (32) Taking Sri Krsna by the hand and 
chiding him, the said Yasoda, who sought his welfare and found that His eyes cast a 
bewildered look, spoke to Him (as follows):—(33) "Why did you eat earth surreptitiously, O 


unruly child ? Indeed these boys, your playmates, as well as this elder brother of yours say 
so." (34) 
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Sri Krsna replied : | never ate earth, O mother ! They are all liars. If (itis urged) they are 
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truthful, then examine my mouth with your own eyes (in order to verify their veracity). (35) 
"If so, then open your mouth !" Thus urged, the aforesaid Lord Sri Hari, whose lordship is 
(ever) unobstructed and who had in sport assumed the form of a human child, opened His 
mouth. (36) There (inside the Lord's mouth) she beheld the (whole) universe consisting of 
the moving and the stationary, the atmosphere, the (four) quarters, the terrestrial globe with 
its mountains, principal divisions and oceans, and including the wind (causing the motion of 
the planets), the fire of lightning, the moon as well as the stars, heaven, water, fire, the air 
as well as the sky, the deities presiding over the Indriyas (who are modifications of the 
Sattvika Ahankara), the mind, the Indriyas (modifications of the Rajasika Ego), the objects 
of senses (modifications of the Tamasika Ego), and the three Gunas. (37-38) Synchronously 
observing in the (infantile) body of her Son, (nay,) in His wide open mouth, this wonderful 
universe—consisting of a variety of organisms (moving as well as immobile) owing their 
diversity to the Jiva, Kala (the factor disturbing the equilibrium of the Gunas), Nature (the 
cause of the modification of the three Gunas), Karma (the cause of birth), the tendency to 
action (the seed of Karma)—as well as Vraja including herself (and her Son), YaSoda was 
seized with dismay.(39) (She thought within herself,) "Is this a dream or illusion set up by the 
Lord, or alas ! is it delusion of my mind or some inborn characteristic divine glory of this very 
infant of mine?(40) Therefore, | bow down to that (ultimate) Goal (viz., Brahma), which is 
most difficult to comprehend, (nay,) which cannot be easily and correctly guessed through 
the intellect, mind, actions and words, which is the ground of this universe, and by means 
of which (as presiding over the senses) and because of which it is perceived. (41) He (that 
Lord alone) is my refuge, by whose Maya has been generated (in me) this perverse (egotistic) 
notion that | am (YaSoda,) the chaste wife of Nanda (the lord of Vraja), the (sole) mistress 
of his entire fortune, and he, my husband, that this child (Sri Krsna) is my son and that the 
cowherds and cowherdesses (of Vraja) as well as the cattle-wealth (and so on) are 
mine."(42) On the cowherdess (Yasoda) who had thus realized the truth, that almighty Lord 
(Sri Krsna) cast His divine charm in the form of maternal affection (for Him). (43) Placing Sri 
Krsna (her Son) in her lap, the aforesaid cowherd lady, whose revelation had instantly 
disappeared, stood with her heart full of intense affection (even) as before. (44) (Once again) 
she regarded Sri Hari—whose glory is being celebrated by the three Vedas (treating of the 
rituals) as well as by the Upanisads, nay, (even) by the Sankhya and Yoga systems (of 
philosophy) and (even so) by the Vaisnava scriptures (such as the Pafcaratra of Devarsi 
Narada)—as her own son. (45) 
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The king (Pariksit) said : What meritorious act did Nanda perform so as to deserve such 
great fortune and what did the highly blessed Yagoda do, whose breast Sri Hari (Himself) 
sucked, while His parents (Vasudeva and Devaki) did not (even) get to behold the charming 
infantile sports of Lord Sri Krsna, which sages glorify even to this day and which (when sung) 
are capable of wiping out the sins of the (whole) world ? (46-47) 
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(One day) while Balarama and Sri Krsna were grazing the cattle in that forest in the 
company of (other) cowherds, a demon named Pralamba arrived there in the guise ofa 
cowherd boy with intent to kidnap the two Brothers. (17) Though knowing him (his real 
character), the all-perceiving Lord, who had appeared in the race of the Dasarhas, approved 
of his friendship, contemplating the means of killing him. (18) Calling by his side to that spot 
(all) the cowherds, Sri Krsna, who was well-versed in play, said, "O cowherd boys, letus play 
(this time) dividing ourselves suitably into two camps." (19) In that game, the cowherd boys 
made Balarama and Sri Krsna (lit., He who is solicited by the people) their leader; some (of 
them) joined the group of Sri Krsna, while others took the side of Balarama. (20) They played 
various games which were characterized by the role of mounts (in the case of one party) and 
that of riders (in the case of the other party). In these games those who won rode, while the 
worsted ones carried the former. (21) (Thus) carrying and being carried, and pasturing their 
cattle-wealth, they (all) with Sri Krsna going ahead reached a banyan tree, Bhandiraka by 
name. (22) 
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When (on one occasion) Sridama, Vrsabha and others, who had taken the side of 
Balarama, had the upper hand in the game, SriKrsna and others, O protector of men, carried 
them. (23) Having been worsted, Lord Sri Krsna bore Sridama; Bhadrasena, Vrsabha; and 
Pralamba, Balarama (the son of Rohini). (24) Thinking Sri Krsna to be unbearable (for him, 
he chose to remain on His side) and acting as a mount for Balarama, Pralamba (the foremost 
among the Danavas) ran posthaste beyond the limit fixed for demounting the riders. (25) 
Bearing on his back Balarama, who had assumed the weight of Mount Meru (the chief of the 
mountains),the mighty demon found that his speed had altogether disappeared and, having 
resumed his own (demoniac) form and, adorned with gold ornaments, he shone like a cloud 
illumined with flashes of lightning and bearing the moon (the ruler of the stars) onits back.(26) 
Balarama (the wielder of a plough for a weapon) felt a bit afraid to perceive that body soaring 
in the skies at a great speed with burning eyes and hair glowing as flames and with its fearful 
tusks reaching the end of its contracted eye-brows and looking uncanny with the splendour 
of its bracelets, coronet and ear-rings. (27) Balarama, to whom self-consciousness (the 
knowledge of His divinity) had returned the very next moment and who had (consequently) 
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been rid of (all) fear, hit the enemy— who was carrying him through the sky as though it were 
some treasure found by him—in (great) rage on his head with his strong fist, which 
descended with the vehemence of a thunderbolt, even as Indra (the ruler of the gods) would 
strike a mountain. (28) With his head smashed forthwith and deprived of his consciousness 
when struck (by Balarama), and vomiting blood, the said demon fell dead, uttering aloud cry, 
as a mountain struck with the weapon of Indra. (29) 
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Seeing Pralamba slain by the mighty Balarama, the cowherds felt highly amazed and 
shouted, "Well done, Bravo !' (30) Uttering benedictions on him and embracing him as though 
he had returned to life after death, they extolled him, deserving as he was of such praise, their 
mind overwhelmed with affection. (81) Supremely gratified on the sinful Pralamba having 
been slain, the gods covered Bala with flowers and applauded him exclaiming, "Well done ! 
Bravo !" (32) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse entitled "The Lord slays Pralamba," in the 
first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : While the cowherd boys were absorbed in play, their cows, 
grazing atwill, strayed afar and, tempted by (green) grass, enteredadense forest. (1) Moving 
from forest to forest, the she-goats, cows and she-buffaloes felt thirsty from heat and, wailing 
loudly, entered a thicket of rushes. (2) Not perceiving the cattle, Sri Krsna, Balarama and the 
other Gopas were now filled with remorse but could not find any trace of the cows even 
though they searched for them. (3) The Gopas, whose very means of livelinood had (thus) 
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been lost and who (consequently) felt (very) perturbed, all followed the track of the cows with 
the help of the blades of grass cut by their hoofs and teeth and marked by their footprints. (4) 
Having duly found their cattle-wealth, whose passage had been intercepted in that thicket 
of rushes and which was piteously crying, the cowherds, who were seized with thirst and felt 
exhausted (too), successfully drove it back from the thicket. (5) Called by the Lord in a tone 
deep as the rumbling of clouds, the cows responded to His call, overjoyed as they were to 
hear the shouting of their names. (6) 
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Presently, by the will of Providence there broke out on all sides a_ huge wild fire playing 
havoc with the inhabitants of the forest and, lapping with its (tonguelike) fearful flames the 
animate and inanimate beings, now that it was fanned by the wind (its helpmate). (7) The 
cowherds as well as the cows felt dismayed to discern the forest conflagration advancing on 
every side and, flying for succour to Sri Krsna and Balarama—even as people stricken with 
the fear of death would seek Sri Hari—spoke (as follows). (8) "O Krsna, the Enchanter of all, 
O mighty hero, O Rama of immeasurable prowess, be pleased to protect us, who are being 
burnt by a wild fire and have sought You (as our refuge). (9) Surely, Your relations, Okrsna, 
do not deserve to undergo suffering. We have as a matter of fact You (alone) as our protector 
and ultimate refuge, O knower of all righteousness !" (10) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing the piteous prayer of His friends, Lord Sri Hari said, "Shut 
your eyes and do not be afraid." (11) When they had shut their eyes saying "Be it so," the 
Lord, the Master of Yoga (mystic powers), swallowed up the terrible fire and (thus) completely 
rid them of the peril. (12) Nay, on opening their eyes they stood amazed to find themselves 
as well as the cows rescued and brought to Bhandira* (13) Perceiving that Yogic power of 
Sri Krsna—manifested by His Yogamaya—which had brought about their deliverance from 
a wild fire, they believed Him to be an immortal. (14) 

Tm: aia were weet sada: 1 doy fare Tiga raefiaga: 1241 
Tit ware aig Meet) aot greafa areat aa farsa ie! 
ofa dmrerraa sere Reet Seat CaS ySTa cross 
APSE: 1221 


* The tree is stated to have been at a distance of 10 miles from the thicket of rushes. 
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Driving back the cows at eventide, Sri Krsna (who is solicited by the people), accompanied 
by Balarama, withdrew to Vraja playing on His flute and extolled on all sides by cowherd 
boys.(15) Supreme was the joy of the Gopis (of Vraja) at the sight of Sri Krsna (the Protector 
of cow), in whose absence a single moment hung heavy on them as a hundred Yugas. (16) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse entitled “Sri Krsna swallows up a wild fire (again)? 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


Discourse XX 


A description of the Rains and Autumn 
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Sri Suka began again : The cowherd boys narrated at full length to their womenfolk that 
extraordinary feat of the two Brothers in the shape of their deliverance from a wild fire and 
even so the destruction of Pralamba. (1) Astonished to hear it, the elderly among the Gopas 


and the cowherd women too thought Sri Krsna and Balarama to be two foremost gods come 
down to Vraja. (2) 
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Then commenced the rainy. season, conducive to the growth of all creatures (as being 
favourable to their breeding and nourishment both), characterized by bright circles (round 
the sun and the moon) and thundering heavens. (3) Overcast with dense and dark clouds 
attended with lightning and thunder, with the luminaries rendered obscure, the sky shone as 
Brahma (the Spirit) conditioned by the three Gunas (and known as the Jiva with its light of 
wisdom obscured by the Sattva, Rajas and Tamas corresponding in the case of the sky to 
the flashes of lightning, thunder and the clouds). (4) When the (opportune) time (in the form 
of the monsoon) came, the sun-god began to release the wealth of the earth in the form 
of water that had been absorbed by him during the (past) eight months (even as a righteous 
monarch would return to the people the wealth which he extorted from them in the form of 
land revenue and other legitimate taxes). (5) Huge clouds endowed with (the eyes of) 
lightning (and perceiving the heat of the world) and tossed by tempestuous winds poured 
down water, which brings joy to this world (even as the compassionate, observing the 
miserable plight of the world and stirred with a feeling of commiseration for the afflicted, 
lay down their very life and thus bring delight to the world). (6) Shrunk through the (summer) 
heat, the earth grew plump again when drenched by heaven, even as the body of aman 
engaged in austerities performed for attaining some selfish end, which is emaciated 
through such austerities, grow corpulent (again) on realizing the fruit of those austerities. (7) 
It is the fire-flies and not the planets that shine at the approach of night shrouded in 
darkness (occasioned by a thick coating of clouds obscuring the heavenly bodies), even 
as it is heresies and not the Vedas that flourish in the age of Kali contaminated with sin 
(born of ignorance that clouds one's judgment). (8) Frogs, that had been silently hibernat- 
ing before, began to utter their croaks on hearing the roar of clouds, (even) as Brahmana 
pupils at the end of their (daily) routine of devotions (during which they observe complete 
silence and on hearing the call of their preceptor) would start their recitation (of the Vedas). 
(9) Small streams that were gradually drying up (now) overflowed their channel (even) as the 
bodily resources and material riches of a man who has no self-control flow in a wrong 
channel. (10) The earth looked green with its green meadows, crimson with the Indragopas 
(a species of red insects with a velvety skin) and shaded (rendered white) by mushrooms, 
(even) as the army of kings is arrayed in uniforms of various colours. (11) Fields with their 
wealth of crop afforded delight to the cultivators and caused agony to the rich, who ( envied 
their lot and) did not know that everything lay in the hands of Providence. (12) All the 
inhabitants of land and water put on a winning form and appearance through the use of 
fresh (rain) water (even) as devotees attain an attractive (divine) form through the worship 
of Sri Hari. (13) United with rivers, the ocean, which was (already) rough with waves 
generated by winds, became (all the more) turbulent (even) as the mind of an immature Yogi, 
tinged (as it is) with desire, gets agitated when brought into contact with sense-objects. (14) 
Beaten by volleys of rain, mountains did not feel the least agitated any more than those 
whose mind is fixed on Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception) when they are 
overwhelmed with calamities. (15) Overgrown with grass and remaining untrodden (for a 
long time), the tracks became doubtful indeed even like the texts of the Vedas which are not 
properly studied by the Brahmanas and are consigned to oblivion by the force of time. (16) 
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Flashes of lightning did not bear constancy to the clouds, which are the friends of the people, 
any more than libidinous women are constant (even) to men possessed of virtues. (17) In 
the sky, endowed with the attribute of sound, the rainbow (Indra's bow) without a string” 
shone like the attributeless Being (Brahma) in the manifest world consisting of the three 
Gunas. (18) Screened by clouds illumined by her own effulgence, the moon did not shine any 
more than the Jiva (an embodied soul) obscured by the ego-sense which is illumined by its 
(the Jiva’s) own light. (19) Exulting over the appearance of clouds, with their hair standing 
on end, peacocks rejoiced (even) as householders feeling agonized and disgusted with the 
world do onthe advent of servants of Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord). (20) Sucking water 
through their roots trees, that had shrunk heretofore due to (the summer) heat, got 
-regenerated into numerous forms (in the shape of fresh foliage, blossoms, fruits etc.), (even) 
as ascetics that are emaciated and fatigued before through austerities grow robust again 
through the enjoyment of pleasures. (21) Cranes continued to live, O Pariksit, even in lakes 
whose brink was miry and full of thorns etc., (even) as householders whose mind is devoted 
to the pleasures of sense choose to remain in their houses, which keep them engaged in 
distracting duties. (22) While Indra (the ruler of the three worlds) poured down showers, dams 
got breached by floods (even) asin the Kali age the paths of virtue chalked out by the Vedas 
are destroyed by the false theories of heretics. (23) Driven by the winds, clouds now poured 
down nectar-like water to living beings (even) as rulers of men, directed by the Brahmanas, 
conferred from time to time desired boons (on those who sought them). (24) 
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Surrounded by cows and cowherd boys and accompanied by Balarama, Sti Hari 
entered deep into the said forest (of Vrndavana)—which was so luxuriant and full of ripe 
dates and rose-apples—in order to sport. (25) Called by the Lord, cows, that walked with 
a slow gait due to the heavy weight of their udders, marched with quick steps, their udders 
showering milk (on the way) due to affection. (26) (As He passed through the woods) the 
Lord perceived the denizens of the forest (viz., the Bhilas as well as the birds and beasts) 
highly rejoiced, rows of trees dripping with honey, streams of water flowing from mountains 
as well as their murmur and the caves near them. (27) At times, when it rained on all sides, 
the Lord took shelter in the hollow of a tree or in a cave and sported (there) eating bulbs, 
roots and fruits. (28) Accompanied by Sankarsana (Balarama), He ate rice and curds 
brought by Him (from home) with vegetables etc., on a slab close to the water in the 
company of cowherd boys. (29) Beholding fully gratified bulls, calves and cows weary with 
the weight of their udders, sitting on the green meadows and ruminating with their eyes closed, 
as well as the aforesaid splendour of the rainy season, enhanced by His own (enrapturing) 
energy and bringing delight to (all) created beings, the Lord welcomed them all. (30-31) 
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* There is a pun on the word Guna, which denotes an attribute as well as a string. 
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While Balarama and Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva) thus dwelt in 
Vraja, there fully set in the autumnal season free from clouds and characterized by crystal 
waters and gentle breezes. (32) Due to the autumn, marked with the appearance of lotuses, 
waters regained their transparency (even) as the minds of those that have strayed from (the 
path of) Yoga recover their purity by resuming the practice of Yoga. (33) The autumn drove 
away the clouds from the sky, relieved the congestion of living beings (occasioned by the 
overgrowth of creatures), dried up the mire on the earth and eliminated the turbidity of water 
(even) as devotion to Sri Krsna puts an end to all evil besetting those belonging to the (four) 
Aéramas (stages in life). (34) Having discharged all their wealth (in the form of water), the 
clouds shone forth in their white lustre (even) like ascetics that have given up (all forms of) 
desire (viz., the desire for progeny, the hankering for wealth and the ambition for glory) and 
have shed their impurity (in the shape of) tendency to action and have (consequently become 
composed. (35) As some places the mountains released their pure water whereas at other 
places they did not, (even) as enlightened souls impart their nectar-like wisdom on some 
(opportune) occasions (to the qualified), while at other times they do not. (36) The creatures 
living in shallow waters did not at all notice the water diminishing (everyday), (even) as stupid 
householders do not perceive their span of life shortening everyday. (37) Like a destitute and 
helpless householder, who has not been able to subdue his senses, suffering hardships, the 
creatures living in shallow waters experienced the heat radiated by the autumnal sun. (38) 
(Virgin) tracts of land gradually gave up their moisture and the plants their unripe state, (even) 
as the wise slowly give up the sense of identification with, and the feeling of mineness with 


respect to, the body etc., which are not the self. (39) On the advent of the autumn the ocean 
became calm and quiet (even) as an ascetic is relieved of his recitation of the Vedas when 
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his mind is completely at rest. (40) Cultivators checked the water going out of the fields by 
means of strong dams (even) as those practising Yoga preserve the wisdom flowing out 
through the senses by controlling the latter. (41) The moon alleviated the suffering of living 
beings caused by the rays of the autumnal sun, (even) as (the dawn of) wisdom puts an end 
to the miseries born of one's identification with the body or as Sri Krsna (the Bestower of 
liberation) relieved the agony (caused by their separation from Him) of the women of 
Vraja.(42) The cloudless sky looked charming (at night) with its stars twinkling brightly due 
to the autumnal season (even) like the mind with the quality of Sattva predominating in it and 
revealing the (correct) import of the Vedas. (43) The full moon shone in the firmament with 
the hosts of stars (even) as on the earth did SriKrsna, the Protector of the Yadus, surrounded 
by the circle of Vrsnis. (44) Embracing the temperate breeze that blew from the woods in (full) 
blossom, people dismissed their anguish (occasioned by heat), but not so the cowherd 
women (of Vraja), whose mind had been captivated by Sti Krsna (inasmuch as it tended to 
enhance the poignancy of their agony of separation from the Lord caused by His absence 
from Vraja during the daytime.) (45) Persistently sought by their partners cows, she-deer, 
female birds and women conceived under the influence of the autumnal season even as 
works intended to propitiate the Lord are necessarily followed by their fruit. (46) At sunrise 
(all) aquatic flowers bloomed forthwith the exception of water-lilies, even as (all) people 
barring the thieves are rendered fearless under a (good) king. (47) Enriched with ripe corns 
the earth looked happy with (Vedic) sacrifices carried on with oblations of first fruits at the 
end of the rainy season as well as with (other) grand festivals conducted for the gratification 
of the senses in cities and villages, and more so with Sri Krsna and Balarama (the two 
Avataras of Sri Hari). (48) Going out (at the end of the four months of the rainy season), 
merchants, recluses, kings and students about to return from the house of their preceptor 
after the completion of their studies—that had been detained* by the rains—(now) realized 
their ends even as those adept in Yoga and well-versed in Mantras (mystic formulas) etc., 
impeded by the span of theirlife, attain ethereal forms earned by them when the (appropriate) 
time comes. (49) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse entitled "A description of the Rains and Autumn“ 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharsa-Samnhita. 


aqarep feraitseara: 
Discourse XXl 
The Song Inspired by the Flute 
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* According to Hindu astronomy the four months of the rainy season are regarded as inopportune for commercial trips, 
expeditions for extending one's dominions, marriages and rambling on the part of recluses. 
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Sri Suka began again : Accompanied by cows and cowherd boys, Sri Krsna (the 
immortal Lord) entered deep into the aforesaid forest with its waters made transparent by the 
autumn and fanned by a breeze charged with the fragrance of lotus-beds. (1) Having entered 
the forest—the lakes and streams as well as the mountains of which were resonant with the 
sweet warbling of birds and the (sweet) humming of bees, intoxicated by (the presence of) 
rows of trees in full bloom—and pasturing the cows in the company of Balarama and (other) 
cowherds, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of the Madhus) sounded His flute. (2) Hearing that 
(entrancing) music of Sri Krsna's flute—which kindled love (in their heart)—some women of 
Vraja proceeded to celebrate it in song before their female companions (all) out of His 
sight.(3) Recalling the (loving) gestures of Sri Krsna while commencing to describe the 
music, they (however) could not, their mind being distracted by the vehemence of love, O 
protector of men. (4) Exhibiting (before their mental eyes) an exquisite form resembling that 
of an actor (on the stage), adorned with a crest of peacock feathers, wearing Karnikara 
flowers on His ears, a wreath of flowers of five different colours anda golden cloth (round 
his loins), and filling the holes of His flute with the nectar of His lips (as it were), the Lord (they 
felt) entered Vrndavana, charming with His footprints (found at every step), His glory being 
sung by hosts of cowherd boys. (5) Hearing, O Pariksit, the (said) music of His flute, 
Captivating to the mind of all living beings, and celebrating it (in the following strain), all those 
women of Vraja mentally embraced the Lord. (6) 
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The Gopis sang : This is the prize for those who have eyes, friends; and we know of no 
greater prize than that enjoyed by those who have feasted their eyes on the countenance— 
playing on the flute and casting loving glances (all round)—of the two sons of Nanda (the lord 
of Vraja) as They lead the cattle alongwith their playmates (the cowherd boys). (7) Singing 
at times amidst a circle of cowherd boys, and picturesquely clad ina garment fitted closely 
with tender mango leaves, peacock feathers and bunches of flowers (tucked to the curly 
locks), a pair of lilies (fastened to the ears), a lotus (held in the right hand) anda garland (worn 
about the neck), (the two Brothers looked most charming like a pair of excellent actors on 
the stage. (8) O Gopis, what meritorious act has this flute performed, by virtue of which it 
freely enjoys (toits heart's content) the nectar flowing from the lips of SriKrsna (who was once 
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tied by His mother with a cord atthe belly)—though a monopoly of the Gopis—so that nothing 
but sweetness is left behind (in those lips) ! (Lo !) the rivers (by whose waters its parent 
stock—the bamboo—was nourished) appear with their hair standing on end (in the form of 
the blooming lotuses through rapture), while the (bamboo) trees (themselves) are shedding 
tears (of joy in the shape of honey) even as the elders of a family are delighted to find their 
child enjoying the grace of the Lord. (9) 
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(The soil of) Vrndavana, O friend, enhances the glory of the earth (so as to make it 
outshine even the heavenly regions) in that the soil has been graced by the lotus-feet of Sri 
Krsna (the son of Yasoda*) and (further) because, witnessing the dance of peacocks 
enraptured to hear (the music of) Sri Krsna's flute (which they mistake for the low rumbling 
of clouds) all other creatures on the summits of Mount Govardhana cease from every activity 
(and stand motionless—a thing which is not seen in any other sphere).(10) Blessed indeed 
are these female deer, though stupid of mind—that, on hearing the music of the flute, offered 
in the company of the male deer (the black antelopes) worship, performed through their 
loving glances, to the darling of Nanda, who has put on a wonderful garb. (11) Gazing on Sti 
Krsna, whose comeliness and amiable disposition are a source of joy to the fair sex, and 
hearing the weird notes of the flute played on by Him, celestial women riding in aerial cars 
(and embraced by their spouses) stood infatuated, deprived of their presence of mind 
through love, flowers dropping from their braids and their skirts unsettled. (12) Drinking with 
the cup of their ears, standing erect, the nectar-like music of flute flowing from Sri Krsna's 
lips and hugging Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) in their mind on His entering it through their 
eyes, the cows as well as their calves (that had just been let loose to be suckled by their 
mothers) stood motionless with drops of tears (in their eyes), the mouths of the latter 
remaining filled with the draught of milk flowing from the dripping udders (of their mothers), 
having no strength left in them to swallow the milk). (13) In all probability, Oh mothert, the 
birds (dwelling) in this forest are (no other than) sages, who—having perched on the boughs 
of trees clothed with charming foliage (devoid of fruits and flowers) so that they may be able 
to behold Sri Krsna (without any hindrance) and (since they have no attraction for such fruits 
and flowers)—hear the dulcet music of the flute poured forth by Him with unwinking 


“The word 'Devaki' occurring in the above verse evidently stands for Yasoda inasmuch as the people of Vraja—and even 
the outside world—iill the death of Karhsa took Si Krsna to be the son of Yasoda alone, and we have the evidence of the 


Ai te 


Visnupurana to show that Yagoda bore the name of Devaki joo ae ASST Baiel CATT. 
+ Itis usual with Indian women to address their female companions as mother in moments of ecstasy and specially while 
pouring out their heart through a song. 
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(sleepless) eyes, other voices having altogether ceased for them. (The Gopis have evidently 
concluded this from the fact that perching on the boughs of the tree of the Veda and 
renouncing the fruit of actions promised in it, sages devote themselves to action alone— 
corresponding to charming leaves—fixing their mind on the glory of Sri Krsna with the sole 
object of securing a vision of the Lord). (14) 
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Hearing the aforesaid music of Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) on that occasion, 
(even) the (inanimate) rivers—that had their rapid flow (towards the ocean, their darling) 
arrested through love (for Sri Krsna) betrayed by eddies—clasped both the feet of Sri Krsna 
(the Slayer of the demon Mura) with the arms of their waves in such a way as to fold them 
in their embrace, offering lotuses (as a symbol of their heart). (15) Witnessing (with the eyes 
of lightning) Sri Krsna duly pasturing the cattle of Vraja in the company of Balarama and the 
(other) cowherd boys in the (hot) sun and playing on the flute in their rear, a cloud appeared 
(over His head) and, swollen with love, did the service of an umbrella to its Friend (Sri Krsna, 
who resembles the cloud in hue and like a cloud allays the suffering of the people) with its 
body, covering Him (at the same time) with showers of flowers.*(16) 
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Fully accomplished of their purpose are the Bhila women who, when smitten with pangs 
of love at the Lord's sight, dismissed that agony besmearing their face and breasts with the 
saffron paste (originally) painted on the bosom of His darling and rendered still more 
charming by contact with the reddish hue of the lotus-feet of Sri Krsna (who is widely 
celebrated) and (ultimately) transferred to the blades of grass (of Vrndavana due to His 
ramblings there). (17) Ah, this mountain (Govardhana), O fair ones, is the foremost of Sri 
Hari's servants in that it not only derives supreme joy from the touch of the feet of Balarama 
and Sri Krsna (joy which is betrayed by its horripilation in the form of fresh blades of grass), 
but also extends its hospitality to the two Brothers alongwith their cows and followers through 


(the fresh and pure) water (of its cascades), excellent pasture, caves (affording shelter to 
them) and its (produce in the form of) bulbs and roots. (18) It is most wonderful that due to 


* Although the flowers were evidently showerd by the gods riding in their aerial cars (Vide verse 12 above), the Gopis in 
the ecstasy of love imagine them to have been showered by the cloud. 


Dis. 22 ] BOOK TEN 199 


GRR RRR H AER RRR RRA EEA RR TRE EAA AA ER AAT ARAB 


the highly delightful notes, consisting of low and sweet tones, of the flutes of the two 
Brothers—leading the cows from one forest to another in the company of (other) cowherd 
boys and distinguished by a string for tying the hind legs of cows while milking them (which 
they had twined round their heads) anda cord for pulling unruly cows (which they had placed 
across their shoulder)—there should ensue among the embodied beings, O friends, 
(complete) lack of movement in those capable of locomotion (including running streams), 
anda thrill of joy should appear in (the stationary) trees ! (19) Recounting to one another such 
pastimes that pertained to the Lord, who moved about in Vrndavana, the Gopis became 
mentally absorbed in those pastimes (themselves). (20) 


Thus ends the twentyfirst discourse entitled “A Song inspired by the (Lord's) Flute," 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


SID 


PISS 


3IY Bilaanseara: 


Discourse XXIl 


The Lord steals away the garments of cowherd maids 
aye Sara 
Sea yaa omie oaeaweoniter: | dediael Ga: areata ¢ | 
argersta areren Sert aafeasent | Get sip tdarefa aad 2 | 
Tea: arfafadtafaeadias: | sererasiroen: WaTSRMAIES: 13 | 
ara one oo neniftracitaftiaetogd af ult A we a AAI 
ofa et SOT: UST aap: HATA: | ¥ | 
w ad ad ae: GA a: Fa aaa: | YscnTet wards wadd: Ufa: 1 & 1 
we oa: «| aeinegoes: | pea: ares TEE! & | 
Sri Suka began again : In the first month (Margagirsa) of the Hemanta season 
(consisting of the months of Margasirsa and Pausa) the maids of Vraja, ruled over by Nanda, 
observed a vow of worshipping Goddess Katyayani, subsisting on only such food as is fit to 
be offered to the sacrificial fire. (1) Having taken a dip in the waters of the Kalindi (Yamuna) 
at daybreak and making an image of sand on the river bank, they worshipped the Goddess 
(in that image), O protector of men, with sandal-paste etc., fragrant flowers, propitiatory 
oblations (such as cocoanut), incense and lights, other offerings (such as articles of wearing 
apparel, ornaments etc.), high and low, as well as with tender leaves, fruits and (unbroken) 
grains of rice. (2-3) The aforesaid virgins performed worship, each muttering the following 
prayer—"Goddess Katyayani, the great deluding potency (of the Lord), possessed of infinite 
Yogic powers, O supreme Ruler (of the universe ina female form), (pray) make Sri Krsna (the 
Darling of Nanda, the cowherd chief) my husband ! Hail to You !" (4) With their mind (and 


heart) set on Sri Krsna the maidens thus observed the (sacred) vow for a (whole) month and 
worshipped Goddess Bhadrakali with due ceremony praying: "Let the Darling of Nanda be 


200 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 22 


BRASH SRR RE BE SOBER EERO BE REA BORER SRR RE EE BCEOIDRE BROS IO RRR SCENE RRO Serta Socata a iret eae 


our husband." (5) Rising early in the morning when called by their names (by other girls), they 
loudly sang the praises of Sri Krsna as they went with their hands mutually clasped to bathe 
in the Kalindi everyday. (6) 
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Arriving at the river on a certain day (the last day of the month, viz., the full moon, when 

they weré going to conclude their vow) and leaving their clothes on the bank as usual, they 
merrily sported in the water glorifying Sri Krsna. (7) Coming to know of this and surrounded 
by His companions, Sri Krsna, the Lord of (all) Masters of Yoga, went there in order to reward 
their act (of worship). (8) Taking their clothes, He hastily climbed up a Kadamba tree (near 
by) and, indulging in fun with the laughing boys, so the tradition goes, jestingly spoke as 
follows—(9) "Coming here, O maids, receive you each your own raiment at will. | speak the 
truth and am notjesting since you are (all) exhausted by (observing) the vow. (10) Never has 
a lie been told by Me before; these boys knowit. Take your clothes one by one or all together 
(as you please), O slender-waisted ones." (11) 
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Perceiving that joke of the Lord the cowherd maids were overwhelmed with love. 

Abashed to see one another, they felt inclined to laugh, but did not come out (of the 
water).(12) When Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) remarked thus, the cowherd maids, 
whose mind was enraptured by the joke and who stood shivering, immersed as they were 
up to the neck in the cold water, spoke to Him (as follows):—(13) "Pray, do no wrong by us. 
We know you well to be the beloved son of Nanda, the cowherd chief, and praised all over 
Vraja, O dear Krsna ! Please return our clothes; we are shivering (with cold). (14) O Fair one 
with a dark-brown complexion ! we are your servants and are prepared to do your bidding. 
(Therefore), give back our clothes, O Knower of Dharma (the principles of righteousness) ! 
If not, we shall report the matter to the king." (15) 
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The glorious Lord said : "If you are my servants andif you will do my bidding, come here 
and receive (from me) your clothes wearing a bright smile (on your lips)." (16) Shivering with 
cold all the maidens thereupon emerged from the river, shrunk with cold and covering their 
privy parts with the palms. (17) Perceiving them as good as dead (through great shame), and 
pleased with their pure heart, the Lord placed the clothes (kept so far on the tree) on His 
shoulder and, full of love, smilingly said:—(18) “Since, having undertaken a (sacred) vow, 
you took a dip in the waters in a nude state, that has indeed been an offence on your part 
against the god of water (which has gone.a long way to violate the sanctity of your vow); 
(therefore), receive your raiment (only) after joining your palms on the crown of your head 
and bowing low for the expiation of that sin." (19) Realizing their act of plunging in water in 
a nude state to be a violation of their vow as pointed out in the aforesaid words by Sri Krsna 
(the immortal Lord), and seeking the fulfilment of that vow, the maidens of Vraja bowed to 
Sri Krsna (who embodies the fruit of that as well as of all other religious rites); for itis He who 
washes away all transgressions. (20) Seeing them bent in the aforesaid manner and 
propitiated through such salutation, the all-merciful Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) 
returned their clothes. (21) Even though they were badly taken in, nay, stripped of (all) 
shame, ridiculed and treated as toys, and their clothes too were stolen away, yet they did not 
find fault with Him, (highly) gratified as they were through the company of their beloved 
Lord.(22) Having put on their clothes they riveted their bashful looks on Sri Krsna and could 
not stir (from that place), enthralled as they were by their meeting with their most beloved 
Lord and their mind having been captivated (by Him). (23) 
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Perceiving the intention of those maidens, that had undertaken the aforesaid vow with 
a longing to touch His feet, Lord Sri Krsna (who had once allowed Himself to be tied with 
a cord at the abdomen by His mother and thus demonstrated His love for His devotees) 
addressed the girls (as follows):—(24) “Your desire, O chaste girls, in the shape of 
eagerness to worship Me is (already) known to Me. (Nay,) ithas been approved of by Me; 
(hence) it deserves to materialize. (25) The craving for enjoyment on the part of those 
whose mind is devoted to Me cannot lead to (further) enjoyment even as seeds of grain 
(once) fried or boiled are not as a general rule intended to be sown. (26) Go (back), O 
damsels, to Vraja. You stand accomplished of your purpose and will sport with Me during 
the coming (autumnal) nights, for which perpose you have observed this vow in the form 
of worship of the Goddess, O virtuous girls !" (27) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus commanded by the Lord and having (virtually) realized 

their ambition, the maidens returned to Vraja with great difficulty, contemplating on His 
lotus-feet. (28) 
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Accompanied by cowherd boys and pasiuring the cows Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of 
Devaki), one day (during the following hot weather), went far away from Vrndavana along- 
with His elder brother (Balarama). (29) Perceiving the trees, which played the role of 
umbrellas to Him with their shade in the scorching rays of the summer sun, the Lord 
addressed the cowherd boys of Vraja (as follows):—(30) O Stokakrsna, Armsu, Sridama, 
Subala, Arjuna, Visala, Rsabha, Tejasvi, Devaprastha and Vartithapa, look at these highly 
blessed beings that live solely for others; enduring storm, showers, sunshine and snow 
(themselves) they ward them off from us ! (31-32) Oh! enviable is the birth—serving as a 
means of subsistence to all animate beings—of these trees, approaching which suppliants 
never return disappointed any more than those that seek a benevolent man. (33) By means 
of (their) leaves, flowers, fruits, shade, roots, bark and wood as well as with their fragrance, 
exudation, ashes, coal and tender leaves they gratify the desires of others. (34) This much 
is the fruitfulness of the birth of embodied creatures in this world that they should constantly 
do good alone to (other) embodied souls through their life, wealth, intellect and speech. (35) 
Saying so the Lord arrived at the Yamuna passing through rows of trees whose boughs were 
bent low with clusters of young leaves, fruits and blossoms as well as with bunches of (other) 
leaves. (36) Prompting the cows to drink of the very sweet, cool and wholesome waters (of 
the Yamuna), the cowherd boys then drank, O protector of men, to their heart's content the 
tasteful water themselves. (37) Pasturing the cattle at will in the grove on the bank of the 
Yamuna, O king , they approached Sri Krsna and Balarama and, pinched with hunger, spoke 
as follows. (38) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse entitled, "The Lord steals away the garments of the 
cowherd maids’, in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The cowherd boys said: O Balarama, the delighter of souls and possessed of 


extraordinary valour, O Krsna, the exterminator of the wicked, this hunger is actually 
pinching us; (therefore) be pleased to appease it. (1) 
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Sri Suka resumed: Thus requested by the cowherd boys, Lord Sri Krsna (the 
Son of Devaki), who sought to shower His grace on certain Brahmana matrons devoted 
to Him, spoke as follows:—(2) “Repair to the sacrificial hall where certain Brahmanas, 
who are expositors of the Vedas, are actually conducting a sacrificial session, known 
by the name of Angirasa with a desire to ascend to heaven (after death). (3) Arriving 
there, O cowherd boys, as despatched by us, and mentioning the name of my venerable 
brother as well as my own, ask some cooked rice of them.” (4) Thus instructed by 
the Lord, they went and solicited the Brahmanas as directed with joined palms and 
lying prostrate on the ground (in the following words):—(5) “O Brahmanas (lit., gods 
on the earth), listen to us! Know us, cowherd boys, to be the servants of Sri Krsna 
arrived (here) as directed by Balarama. May Good betide you ! (6) Pasturing their cows 
not very far (from this place) and stricken with hunger, Balarama and Sn Krsna (the 
immortal Lord) long to have boiled rice from you. Give Them rice, O Brahmanas, when 


They (earnestly) ask for it, provided you have it and if you possess (any) reverence 
for Them, foremost as you are of (all) knowers of Dharma (the principles of 
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righteousness). (7) Indeed anyone eating the food cooked in the house even of a house- 
holder consecrated for a sacrifice other than the one involving animal slaughter and different 
from a sacrifice known by the name of Sautramani, O most righteous souls, is not defiled 
(thereby)." (8) Though listening to the aforesaid solicitation of the Lord, the Brahmanas paid 
no heed to it, cherishing as they did petty hopes (of ascending to heaven from which one is 
sure to fall one day) though engaged in elaborate undertakings, and ignorant as they were, 
though accounting themselves advanced (in knowledge). (9) The foolish Brahmanas, who 
regarded the mortal body as their own self, took no notice of Sri Krsna—who was no other 
than the almighty Lord Visnu, the supreme Reality, constituting as He does the place and time 
(for the performance of a sacrifice), the diverse substance (for being offered to the sacrificial 
fire), the mystic formulas (employed in invoking the various deities and recited at the time of 
pouring oblations), the procedure (laid down for conducting a sacrifice), the priests (officiating 
atasacrifice), the (sacrificial) fires, the divinities (intended to be propitiated through a sacrifice), 
the sacrificer, the act of sacrifice (itself) as well as the religious merit (resulting from the 
performance of a sacrifice)— looking upon Him as a mere human being. (10-11) When the 
Brahmanas neither said "yes" nor did they say "no", O chastiser of foes, the cowherd boys 
returned disappointed and informed Sri Krsna and Balarama accordingly. (12) On hearing 
of it the almighty Lord of the universe burst into laughter and spoke to the Gopas again (as 
follows) in order to show (to them) the conduct of the worldly people (who would) not feel 
humiliated much less relax their effort even when their prayer was turned down once):—(13) 
"Communicate to their wives the fact of my having arrived (here) alongwith Sankarsana 
(Balarama). They will give you food according to your desire, affectionate as they are (by 
nature) and living as they do in me through their mind." (14) 
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Presently the cowherd boys went and found the virtuous wives of the Brahmanas seated 
in the apartment reserved for the wives of the sacrificers, well adorned and, bowing to them, 
submissively spoke as follows:—(15) "Hail to you, Brahmana ladies ! (Pray) listen to our 
words. We have been senthere by Sri Krsna, whois rambling not very far from this place.(16) 
Pasturing the cows in the company of (other) cowherd boys and accompanied by Balarama, 
he has come far away (from home). Let some food be given to him, hungry as he is alongwith 
his followers." (17) Hearing of Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) having come (so) near, the 
Brahmana ladies— who had been ever anxious to have a look at Him, their mind having been 
lured by His stories—were seized with a flurry. (18) Taking (with them) in vessels excellent 
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food of four* kinds, they all marched towards their beloved Lord, like rivers flowing towards 
the ocean, even though they were being stopped by their husbands, brothers and other 
relations, as well as by their sons, their mind being set on the illustrious Lord because of their 
having heard of Him for a long time. (19-20) The ladies (presently) beheld Sri Krsna 
sauntering in a grove on the bank of the Yamuna—beautified by frésh leaves of ASoka 
trees— surrounded by (other) cowherd boys and accompanied by His elder brother.(21) 
Dark-brown of hue He had about His loins a golden piece of silk; adorned with a garland of 
sylvan flowers, peacock feathers and tender leaves and painted with minerals, He presented 
the appearance of an actor (on the stage); He rested one hand on the shoulder of a devoted 
companion and was swinging a lotus with the other; He wore a pair of water-lilies on His ears 
andasmile on His lotus-face, His curly locks hanging on His cheeks. (22) Ushering into their 
heart by the gates of their eyes Him on whom they had set their mind through the glories of 
that most loved One—which they had often heard and which had served as an embellish- 
ment for their ears—and embracing Him (there) for a pretty long time, they shook off their 
agony (of separation from Him), even as men with an egotistic turn of mind are rid of their 
anguish on embracing an enlightened soul, O ruler of men ! (23) 
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Even though He had come to know that they had arrived (there) under the aforesaid 

circumstances (in the teeth of opposition of all their people) with the (sole) desire to see Him 
and having given up all hopes (of returning to their home and being welcomed again by their 
husbands and other relations), Sri Krsna (the Witness of all minds) addressed them as 
follows with a smiling face:—(24) "Welcome is your visit (to this place), O highly blessed 
ladies | Let yourselves be (comfortably) seated. What can We do for you ? It is but proper 
for you that you have come with a longing to see Me (disregarding all impediments). (25) 
Surely the wise, who realize their own interests, duly practise disinterested and uninterrupted 
devotion direct to Me, their own beloved Self. (26) Indeed, who else could be dearer than 
one's own self, through contact with whom life and intellect, mind and body, kinsfolk, wife, 
progeny and wealth etc., are dear ? (27) Therefore, return to the sacrificial hall, where your 
husbands—who are Brahmana householders—will successfully, conclude their sacrificial 
session with your help." (28) 
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* The four kinds of food mentioned in our scriptures are:-— 
(1) 34, that which can be easily gulped, such as porridge; 
(2) 414, that which has to be masticated before it can be swallowed; 
(3) 77, that which can be licked. e. g., chutney :and 
(4) 7aT™, that which is sucked, @.g., an orange-or sugarcane. 
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The wives (of the Brahmanas) said: It is not becoming of You, O almighty Lord, to utter 
such cruel words. (Pray) vindicate the Vedic dictum, "One does not return"* (on having 
attained to Me). Ignoring all our near and dear ones we have sought the soles of Your feet 
in order to wear on our locks the wreath of Tulasi leaves kicked off (even indifferently at us) 
by You. (29) Neitherour husbands, parents, and sons, nor our brothers, kinsmen and other 
relations would accept us; how, then, would others receive us ? Therefore, (pray) so ordain, 
O subduer of foes, that no other asylum may be left to us, whose body has fallen down at 
the fore part of Your feet. (30) 
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The glorious Lord said : Your husbands, parents, brothers, sons and other people will 
not be angry with you since you have been favoured by Me; (nay) even the gods (over there) 
‘approve of your conduct. (31) Indeed bodily contact (with Me) does not tend to the 
gratification or to heighten the love of men in this world. Therefore, devoting your mind to Me 
you will attain to Me before long. (32) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus addressed (by the Lord), the sages' wives mentioned 
before returned to the sacrificial grounds. (Nay,) not finding fault with them, the sages 
too successfully concluded the sacrificial session with the help of their wives. (33) One 
of those ladies, who was (forcibly) held back by her husband, mentally embraced the 
Lord even as she had heard of Him, and cast off the body, that had been brought about 
as a result of her (past) actions. (34) Having fed the cowherd boys with the same food 
of four kinds, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) too, though all powerful Himself, 
partook of it (in the end). (35) Thus imitating the ways of men and delighting the cows 
and cowherds as well as the cowherdesses by His personal charm, speech and doings, 


Lord Sri Krsna (who had assumed a human semblance for the sake of sport) carried on 
His pastimes (in Vraja). (36) 
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Presently the aforesaid Brahmanas-were filled with remorse to realize (through the 
fellowship of their pious and devoted wives) that they had committed an offence in that they 
turned down the solicitation of Balarama and Sri Krsna (the Rulers of the universe), who were 
behaving as men. (37) Perceiving the transcendent devotion of their womenfolk to Lord Sri 
Krsna and full of regret to find themselves devoid of it, they severely condemned themselves 
(as follow):—(38) "Fie upon our threefold birth (in the shape of our being born of Brahmana 
parents, investiture with the sacred thread and consecration for the sacrifice in which we are 
engaged) and learning (mastery of the Vedas); fie upon our sacred vow (of continence for 
the period of the sacrifice); fie upon our versatile knowledge; fie upon our pedigree and fie 
upon our proficiency in rituals when we have actually turned our face away from Lord Sri 
Krsna (who is above sense-perception). (39) Indeed the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) is 
capable of infatuating even those who are adept in Yoga (abstract meditation). That is why 
we, who are Brahmanas and (therefore) teachers of men, are ignorant of our real 
interest.(40) O look at the devotion even of (our) women to Sri Krsna, the Father of the 
universe, the depth of which cannot be easily fathomed by us and which has cut asunder the 
snares of death going by the name of household ties (that bound them) ! (41) Neither was 
the purificatory rite, (viz., that of investiture with the sacred thread) which is peculiar to the 
males of the twice-born classes undergone by them, nor did they reside in the preceptor's 
house (for learning the Vedas). No austerities were ever performed by them, nor was any 
enquiry made about the Spirit. Nor is purity (of personal habits) seen in them, nor (again) do 
any virtuous acts characterize them. (42)Yet there is actually found in them unswerving 
devotion to Sri Krsna of excellent renown, the Lord of (all) masters of Yoga: while it does not 
appear in us, who have undergone the aforesaid purificatory rite and are endowed with all 
the other qualifications (mentioned in the foregoing verse). (43) Oh, the Lord (who is the 
mainstay and the goal of the virtuous) awakened through the words of the cowherd boys us, 
who were surely deluded in the matter of our (real) self-interest and whose judgment had 
been vitiated by our household activities ! (44) Otherwise what could He gain through us, who 
are subject to His control—He who has all His desires fulfilled and who is capable of 
bestowing all blessings. the highest of them being final beatitude ? And His begging food of 
us (too) was a mere imitation. (45) Supplication (for boiled rice) on the part of the Lord— 
whom Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) constantly waits upon with the hope of 
securing the touch of His feet, renouncing all others (Brahma and so on, who sought Her 
favour) and giving up Her own faults of fickleness etc.—deludes the (common) people. (46) 
We have actually heard that the selfsame Lord Visnu, the Ruler of (all) masters of Yoga— 
who constitutes the time and place of performing a sacrifice, the diverse substances 
(intended for being offered to the sacrificial fire), the mystic formulae (employed for invoking 
the various deities and recited while pouring oblations into the sacred fire), the procedure of 
conducting a sacrifice, the priests officiating at a sacrifice, the sacrificial fires, the divinities 
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(sought to be propitiated through a sacrifice), the sacrificer, the act of sacrifice (itself) and the 
religious merit (flowing from a sacrificial performance)—has Himself appeared in the race of 
the Yadus; yet we could not recognize Him, fools that we are. (47-48) Oh most blessed are 
we, in whose lot have fallen such wives as these, through whose devotion our mind (too) has 
been irrevocably fixed on Sri Hari. (49) Hail to You, the almighty Lord Sri Krsna, whose 
intellect knows no obstruction. It is (only) because our judgment has been clouded by Your 
Maya (deluding potency) that we are wandering in the alleys of Karma. (50) May that most 
ancient Person be pleased as a matter of fact to forgive the transgression on our part, who 
did not know His glory, infatuated as we were by His Maya." (51) 
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Recalling thus their own offence again and again the aforesaid Brahmanas, who had 
shown disrespect to Sri Krsna (by turning a deaf ear to His request for being supplied with 
boiled rice), did not stir out, afraid as they were of Karnsa, though eager to behold the two 
immortal Brothers. (52) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse entitled "The Redemption of the wives of 
some Brahmanas engaged in a sacrifice’, in the first half of Book Ten 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIV 
The Lord stops the sacrifice to Indra 
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Sri Suka began again : Dwelling in the same land of Vraja accompanied by Baladeva, 
Sri Krsna too saw the cowherds engaged in preparations for the worship of Indra (the god 
of rain). (1) Though aware of it, the Lord, who is the Indweller of all (hearts) and all-perceiving 
and was (yet) bent low with humility, enquired of the elderly people (of Vraja): the leader of 
whom was Nanda, (as follows):—(2) "It may kindly be pointed out to me, O father, what is 
this occassion for (unusual) flutter come up before you ? What will be the fruit (of it) ? For 


whom is it'intended ? And by whom and through what materials is this sacrifice going to be 
performed ? (3) (Kindly) tell me this, eager as | am to hear it, O father ! Great is my longing 


Dis. 24] BOOK TEN ' 209 


CRORE RESO EERE REDRESS RR fe ggg Reger eon Reet eters srecewerten trae 


(for it). Indeed no undertaking, in this world, of pious souls—who look upon all as their own 
self, in whose eyes none is their own or alien and who have no friend, neutral or enemy— 
is secret. (Of course, where this is not the case) a neutral (too) ought to be shunned like an 
enemy, whereas a friend has been declared to be as good as one's own self (and hence 
nothing should be kept secret from him). (4-5) People perform-actions either deliberately 
(after weighing their consequences) or without deliberation. But success does not attend the 
actions of a thoughtless man as it crowns those of a thoughtful person. (6) Of such actions, 
then, has this expedient in the form of ritual been considered by you ? Or, does it follow the 
course of the world ? (Pray,) explain this fully to me, inquisitive as | am." (7) 
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Nanda replied : The all-powerful Indra is the god of rain, the clouds being his (so many) 
manifestations dear as his own self. They pour forth water, which is the delight and life of 
living beings. (8) We and other men, O darling, worship the aforesaid almighty ruler of the 
clouds through sacrificial performances conducted by means of substances produced with 
the water discharged by him, and subsist on the remains of such sacrifices for the attainment 
of the threefold reward in the shape of religious merit, enjoyment and worldly possessions. 
(In this way) it is Indra who yields the fruit (in the shape of a bumper crop) of men's efforts 
(in the form of agriculture). (9-10) The man who relinquishes a religious practice that has 
come down thus through successive generations from love of enjoyment, greed, fear (of 
opposition) or prejudice, surely does not achieve good results. (11) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing the reply of Nanda and the other inhabitants of Vraja, Lord 


Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva) addressed His father (as follows) in order to 
rouse the anger of Indra (and thereby crush his pride). (12) 
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The glorious Lord said : A creature is born by force of Karma (past actions), by force 
of Karma alone it dies and by force of Karma itself it experiences pleasure and pain, is 
subjected to fear and enjoys security. (13) If there is any supreme Ruler who dispenses the 
fruit of others’ actions, he too rewards or punishes (only) the doer: indeed he has no authority 
over him who does nothing. (14) What have created beings—that follow each the course of 
its own action in this world—to do with Indra, whois incapable of altering the course of actions 
performed by men according to their individual nature ? (15) Indeed every created being is 
a slave to its nature and follows its own natural disposition. The whole of this creation 
including gods, demons and human beings has its being in nature. (16) By force of Karma 
a soul takes (diverse) corporeal forms, high and low, and quits them. Karma alone appears 
in the form of an enemy, a friend or a neutral and Karma alone is our preceptor and almighty 
Lord. (17) Therefore, sticking to the Varna (grade of society) and Asrama (stage in life) 
determined by one's own nature and performing one's own duty, one should duly worship 
Karma alone. In fact, that alone is one's deity by which one lives happily (in this world). (18) 
Depending on a particular deity, he who worships another does not derive happiness from 
the latter any more than an unchaste woman who loves a paramour. (19) ABrahmana should 
live by (the teaching and exposition of) the Vedas: a Ksatriya, by protecting the land; a 
Vaisya, by (what is known as) Varta; while a Sudra should live by service (rendered) to the 
(aforesaid) twice-born classes. (20) Varta is said to be of four kinds, viz., agriculture, 
commerce and rearing the bovine race, usury being the fourth. Out of these (four) the cow 
has ever been our (only) means of subsistence. (21) (The qualities of) Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas are severally the cause of the continuance, appearance and dissolution (of the 
universe); itis through (the quality of) Rajas that by mutual union (of the male and female) 
is brought forth the heterogenous universe. (22) Impelled by Rajas, clouds shower water all 
round. It is through such water that living beings achieve their purpose (of getting their food 
etc.). What has Mahendra to do with this ? (23) 
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There are neither cities nor territories nor villages nor houses in our possession. We have 
ever had our abcde in the forest, dwelling as we do in woodlands and on mountains. (24) 
Therefore, let there be instituted a worship of cows, the Brahmanas and the mountain 
(Govardhana). Let this worship be accomplished with those very materials that have been 
brought together for the worship of Indra. (25) Let different varieties of cooked food from rice 
boiled in milk with sugar down to boiled pulses including Samyava (a kind of porridge made 
of wheat flour with milk and ghee etc.), buns and cakes be prepared and let all the milk be 
collected. (26) Let fires be properly fed with offerings by Brahmanas who are expositors of 
the Vedas. Let excellent food be offered to them by you as well as cows and sacrificial 
fees.(27) Food should also be given to (all) others down to the dog. the pariah and the fallen 


Dis. 24 ] BOOK TEN 211 


{Riri irirtr $airteteg: drintrineniencreneiencte tetera tio inion ite to trinidad trtetr ar detnte totter tet 


as may be deemed proper. And after supplying grass to the cows let the (aforesaid articles 
of) food be offered to the mountain. (28) Duly adorned after taking your meals, artistically 
painted with sandal-paste etc., and decently dressed, go you round the cows, the Brahmanas, 
the sacred fires and the mountain, keeping them to your right (as a mark of respect). (29) Let 
this view of mine be adopted, O father, if it pleases you. This worship will be dear to the cows, 
the Brahmanas and the mountain as well as to myself. (30) 
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Sri Suka went on : Hearing the words uttered by the Lord, who in the form of the Time- 
Spirit sought to crush the pride of Indra, Nanda and others received His advice with 
approbation and did everything (precisely) as Sri Krsna (the Destroyer of the demon Madhu) 
had said. After getting benedictory verses recited (by the Brahmanas) and respectfully 
offering all the varieties of food out of the oblations meant for Indra to the mountain and the 
Brahmanas and grass to the cows they as well as the cowherd women, who were well- 
adorned and were celebrating the exploits of Sri Krsna, rode in their bullock-carts and placing 
their cattle-wealth ahead of them went round the mountain keeping it to their right, the 
Brahmanas pronouncing their benedictions. (1—34) Having assumed another peculiar 
form, that created confidence in the mind of the cowherds (to whom the mountain was 
represented as a god), Sri Krsna in that gigantic personality consumed the abundant mass 
of offerings saying, "| am the mountain (Govardhana) |" (35) Alongwith the people of Vraja, 
Sti Krsna Himself offered His greetings to that (other) Self of His, saying, "Oh ! look here, 
appearing in a visible form this mountain has shown his grace to us. (36) Taking any form 
at will this deity actually kills such mortals as dwelling in the forest show disrespect to him. 
(Hence) for our own welfare as well as for that of the bovine race we bow to him." (37) Having 
thus performed with due ceremony the worship of mount Govardhana, the cows and the 
Brahmanas as particularly directed by Sri Krsna (the Son of Vasudeva), the said cowherds 
returned to Vraja alongwith Sri Krsna. (38) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse in the first half of Book Ten of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXV 
The Lord lifts up Mount Govardhana 
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Sri Suka began again : Then, coming to know of his worship having been stopped, O 
Protector of men, the aforesaid Indra became angry with Nanda and the other Gopas, who 
looked upon Sri Krsna as their Protector. (1) The indignant Indra mobilized the host of 
destructive clouds known as the Sarnvartaka host (so-called because it is ordinarily released 
only during the period of dissolution of the universe), and issued the following command, 
regarding himself as he did to be the supreme ruler:—(2) "Oh, the greatness of pride— 
begotten of wealth—of the cowherds dwelling in the forest, who have despised a divinity (in 
my person), depending as they do on Krsna a (mere) mortal ! (3) Even as those devoted to 
rituals seek to cross the ocean of mundane existence by recourse to sacrificial performances 
consisting of rituals passing for boats in name alone and (wholly) undependable, giving up 
the signs of self-realization, so having taken shelter under Krsna—a garrulous, foolish, 
arrogant and ignorant mortal, though thinking himself to be a great scholar—the cowherds 
have given offence to me. (4-5) Get rid of the stiffness—caused by pride of wealth— of these 
Gopas, who have grown arrogant through affluence and whose mind has been puffed up by 
Krsna; and bring their cattle to destruction. (6) Riding my elephant, Airavata, | too am 
following upon your heels to Vraja alongwith the wind-gods, who are possessed of great 
prowess, with intent to annihilate to Nanda's Vraja." (7) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Thus commanded by Indra and completely freed from their binding 
chains (which had held them under check till the time of universal destruction), the clouds 
started tormenting Nanda's Vraja by their sharp driving showers with (great) violence. (8) 
Shining brightly with flashes of lightning and roaring with (rolling) thunders and driven by 
tempestuous winds, they showered hail-stones. (9) While the clouds were incessantly 
pouring forth torrents thick as columns, the earth being flooded by volumes of flowing water 
could not be seen with its distinction of high and low lands. (10) Seized with a shiver through 
excessive driving showers and tempestuous gales and afflicted with cold, the cowherds and 
the cowherdesses sought Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) as their refuge. (11) Oppressed 
with the torrential downpour and fully covering their head as well as their children with their 
trunk, they sought shivering the soles of feet of the Lord (and prayed as follows):—(12) "O 
Krsna, O Enchanter of souls, O highly blessed Lord, be pleased to protect the bovine race, 
which has its protector in You (alone), as well as ourselves from the angry Indra, O Lover of 
Your devotees !" (13) Perceiving the animals being beaten by severe hailstorm and getting 
benumbed, Sri Hari understood it to be the work of the indignant Indra. (14) (He said to 
Himself.) "His own worship having been obstructed by us, Indra is sending down this most 
terrible hailstorm accompanied by a tempestuous gale out of season for our destruction. (15) 
| shall (presently) employ an effective remedy against this by My own divine power and 
(thereby) dispel the ignorance—in the form of pride of wealth—of the gods, who through 
infatuation fancy themselves to be the rulers of the world. (16) Surely the pride of being the 
supreme ruler of the world cannot find place in the gods, who are endowed (in a special 
degree) with the quality of Sattva; and the humiliation of the vile at My hands conduces to 
their peace of mind. (17) | shall accordingly by My own divine power protect Vraja, which has 
sought shelter in Me, looks upon Me as its Protector, nay, which constitutes My own family! 
(In fact) this is the famous vow taken by Me." (18) 
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Having observed thus, and uprooting with one hand Mount Govardhana even as acchild 
would pull out a mushroom, Sri Krsna sportfully lifted it up. (19) Then the Lord said to the 
cowherds, “O mother, father, the people of Vraja, comfortably take shelter in the cavity 
beneath the mountain alongwith your cattle-wealth. (20) No fear need be entertained by you 
about the fall of the mountain from My handon this spot. Away with the fear of storm and rain, 


since your protection against them has (already) been ensured." (21) Their mind having been 
reassured in that way by Sri Krsna, they entered the cavity (and made themselves 
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comfortable there) according to the space available alongwith their cattle-wealth, ring of 
bullock-carts and dependant (viz., servants , priests and so on). (22) Being (constantly) 
gazed upon by the aforesaid inhabitants of Vraja, who stood disregarding the pangs of 
hunger and thirst as well as the need for personal comfort, Sri Krsna held up the mountain 
for a (full) week and did not stir from His position. (23) Much astonished to see that wonderful 
power of Sri Krsna, shorn of pride, and thwarted in his purpose, Indra totally stopped his 
clouds (from pouring showers). (24) Seeing the sky clear of clouds, the sun risen and the 
violent downpour and tempest stopped, Sri Krsna (the Bearer of Govardhana), spoke to the 
Gopas (as follows):—(25) "Dismiss (all) fear and go out, O cowherds, alongwith your 
womenfolk, wealth and children. The storm and rain have ceased and the rivers are almost 
emptied of their water." (26) Taking each his own cattle-wealth, the aforesaid cowherds as 
well as the womenfolk, children and the aged thereupon gradually issued forth, their goods 
loaded on their carts. (27) The almighty Lord too sportfully set down the mountain as before 
in its own place, all the creatures looking on (with wonder). (28) 
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Overflowing with an uprush of love, the people of Vraja approached Him with embraces 
and other appropriate (loving) gestures and the Gopis joyously exhibited their loving regard 
for Him by sprinkling Him with curds and unbroken rice and showered their choice blessings 
(on Him). (29) Overpowered with affection, Yasoda, Rohini, Nanda and Balarama, the 
foremost of the powerful, hugged Sri Krsna and pronounced their blessings (on Him). (30) 
(Highly) gratified, hosts of gods, the Sadhyas as well as the Siddhas, Gandharvas and 
Caranas in heaven glorified Him and showered volleys of flowers (on Him), O ruler of the 
earth ! (31) Prompted by the gods conchs and kettledrums sounded in the heavens; while 
Gandharva chiefs—the foremost of whom was Tumburu—sang, O protector of men ! (32) 
Surrounded by loving cowherds and accompanied by Balarama, O king, the said Sri Hari 
went back from that place to Vraja. Full of delight the cowherd women (foo) returned (to their 
respective homes) celebrating such exploits (as the uplifting of Govardhana) of Sri Krsna 
(who had captivated their heart). (33) 


Thus ends twenty-fifth discourse in the first half of Book Ten of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Much astonished to witness such (superhuman) feats of Sri 
Krsna, the aforesaid Gopas, who were ignorant of His power, gathered together and talked 
(as follows):—(1) Since these exploits are most wonderful indeed on the part of a (mere) boy, 
how could he deserve a birth among rustics, which is (so) unworthy of himself ? (2) A boy 
of seven, how could he keep on holding (for a week ) with one hand a big mountain as 
sportfully as a lordly elephant would hold a lotus ? (3) By himas a (mere) babe with its eyes 
half closed was sucked the breast of the mighty PUtana alongwith her life, (even) as the life- 
span of a living organism is (gradually) swallowed up by Time ! (4) Struck by the fore part of 
his feet (even) as he—(only three) months old—lay underneath a cart kicking up his feet and 
crying, the cart fell topsy-turvy ! (5) Being carried away through the sky by a demon while 
squatting (on the floor) as an infant of one year, he killed the demon, Trnavarta (by name), 
who was feeling oppressed on account of his being caught by the neck ! (6) Tied by the 
mother to a mortar on the ground of theft of butter, on one occasion, and crawling on all fours 
between the two Arjuna trees he caused them to fall down ! (7) Duly pasturing calves in the 
forest, accompanied by Balarama and surrounded by (other) boys, he tore asunder by the 
bill, with his arms, his enemy in the form of a heron, that sought to kill him. (8) Having killed 
another demon,who, in the quise of a calf had found his way into his herd of calves with intent 
to kill him, he sportfully caused with the carcass a number of Kapittha trees to fall (by dashing 
it against the Kapittha trees) ! (9) Slaying the demon (Dhenuka), disguised as a donkey, and 
his kinsfolk while accompanied by Balarama, he rendered safe the forest of palm trees (the 
home of Dhenuka); which was rich with ripe fruits. (10) Getting the terrible (demon) Pralamba 


216 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 26 


SHEELHHHAHERRARHLA ALE ERLE LARA OS SSeS SARA SEER SL oS SSS SH ests Kesh eheheeeeevererees 


slain by the powerful Balarama, he rescued the cattle of Vraja as well as the cowherds 
from a forest fire. (11) Having subdued the most venomous Kaliya (a ruler of serpents) 
and rid it of haughtiness, he forcibly expelled it from the pool (inhabited by it) and made 
the waters of the Yamuna free from poison! (12) The love of us all, who have our abode 
in Vraja, for this boy of yours, O Nanda, is such as cannot be easily given up and his 
love for us (too) is quite natural. How is it? (13) A boy of seven years lifting up a big 
mountain—how inconceivable is this ! It is for this reason that our suspicion is aroused, 
O ruler of Vraja, with regard to your son (being God Himself). (14) 
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Nanda replied : (Pray,) hear my statement, O Gopas, which is (precisely) what the 
sage Garga told me concerning this boy; and let your suspicion about the child melt 
away. (15) (Garga said:) Taking (diverse) forms indeed in each Yuga, this boy has 
manifested (in his body) three (different) colours, viz., white, red and yellow; this time he 
has assumed a dark complexion. (16) Some time in the past this son of yours was born 
in the house of Vasudeva; (hence) the wise (who know this truth) will duly designate him 
as the glorious Vasudeva (son of Vasudeva). (17) There are numerous names and 
forms of your son, conforming to his excellences and actions. | (alone) know them, not 
the commonalty. (18) The delight of the cowherds, nay, of the entire Gokula, this boy 
will bring you happiness. By his help you will easily surmount all difficulties. (19) Being 
protected and strengthened by him during a period of anarchy in former times, O lord 
of Vraja, pious souls, tormented by robbers, (eventually) conquered them. (20) Enemies 
cannot overpower those highly blessed men who offer love to this boy, any more than 
demons can prevail over those whose cause has been espoused by Lord Visnu. (21) 
Therefore, this son of yours, O Nanda, is a compeer of Lord Narayana in point of 
excellences, splendour, fame and glory, so that there is nothing to be wondered at his 
exploits. (22) Ever since, having directly exhorted me thus, Garga returned to his 
abode, | have recognized Krsna, who has (ever) rid us of affliction, to be (no other than) 
a part manifestation of Lord Narayana. (23) 
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Having heard the aforesaid statement of Nanda recapitulating the words of Garga, the 
inhabitants of Vraja, who had already witnessed and heard of the glory of Sri Krsna, 
possessed as he was of infinite energy, felt rejoiced and worshipped Nanda as well as Sri 
Krsna, now that there astonishment was gone. (24) May Sri Krsna (the Ruler of cows) be 
gracious to us—Sri Krsna, who, when Indra (the god of rain), enraged at the interruption of 
his worship, sent down (heavy) showers accompanied by strokes of lightning, hailstorms and 
tempestuous winds, was moved with pity to see (the whole of) Vraja with its cowherds, cattle 
and womenfalk in distress and depending (solely) on Himself and, smilingly uprooting with 
one hand mount Govardhana, even asa child would pull up a mushroom, held it up and (thus) 
protected Vraja, (thereby) crushing the pride of the mighty Indra ! (25) 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse in the first half of Book Ten 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXVII 


Indra extols Sri Krsna 
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Sri Suka began again : When Govardhana was held up and Vraja was _ protected 
(thereby) from torrential rain, Surabhi (the celestial cow of plenty) sought Sri Krsna from 
Goloka (the home of cows in heaven) and so did Indra from paradise. (1) Full of shame for 
his having shown disrespect (to the Lord), he approached the latter in a secluded place and 
touched His feet with his diadem possessing the splendour of the sun. (2) Indra—who had 
not only heard but (actually) witnessed the glory of the aforesaid Sri Krsna of unlimited 
energy, and whose pride as the ruler of (all) the three worlds had been crushed—spoke with 
joined palms (as follows).(3) 
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Indra prayed : Your essential character, consisting as it does of pure Sattva, is 
uniform, full of wisdom and untouched by Rajas and Tamas. This phenomenal 
universe, which is a product of Maya, finds no place in You, persisting as it does 
through ignorance (alone). (4) How, then, could greed etc.—which are responsible for 
rebirth and are born of identification with the body, constituting as they do the 
distinguishing marks of the ignorant— exist in You? Yet You wield the rod of 
punishment for the maintenance of righteousness and for the punishment of the 
wicked. (5) You are the father, the preceptor and the supreme ruler of (all) the worlds; 
You are the Time-Spirit that cannot be easily set at naught and that holds the sceptre 
of sway (over the universe). It is for the good of the world that You carry on Your sport 
in embodied forms assumed at will, curbing the pride of those who fancy themselves 
to be the rulers of the world. (6) Fools like me, who regard themselves as rulers of the 
universe, speedily shake off that pride on seeing You undaunted even in times of 
danger and, rid of their haughtiness, take the path of Devotion trodden by the 
righteous. (In fact) Your very activity serves as a punishment for the wicked. (7) Such 
that You are, be pleased, O almighty Lord, to forgive me—who, immersed as | am in 
the pride of wealth and power and ignorant of Your greatness, have sinned against 
You—and to ordain that my mind may not be so evilly disposed again hereafter, 
deluded as my intellect is. (8) Your descent on this earth, O Lord who are above 
sense-perception, is conducive to the extermination of leaders of (great) armies—who 
are not only a burden to the earth themselves but who bring into existence many such 
scourges—and to the welfare of those devoted to Your feet. (9) Hail, hail to You, the 
almighty and infinite Lord, the Inner Controller of all, Sri Krsna, Son of Vasudeva, the 
Protector of the Yadavas.(10) Salutation to the Lord, who has assumed a form 
conforming the wish of His devotees, who is an embodiment of pure consciousness, 
who is all-formed, the Cause of all, the Soul of all living beings ! (11) On my worship 
having been interfered with, this (mischief) was done, O Lord, for the destruction of 
Vraja by means of torrential rain and winds by me who was full of pride and seized 
with violent rage. (12) My pride having been crushed and my efforts having been foiled, 
| have been favoured by You, O Lord ! i have (accordingly) sought You, the Supreme 
Ruler and Preceptor, (nay) my very Self, as my refuge.(13) 
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$17 Suka continued : Thus glorified by Indra, Lord Sri Krsna heartily laughed and spoke 
to him as follows in a voice deep as the rumbling of clouds. (14) 
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The glorious Lord said : It was in order to shower My grace on you and to put you 
incessantly in mind of Me, highly intoxicated as you were with the fortune of Indra, that the 
interruption of your worship was brought about by Me, O god of rain. (15) Blinded with the 
pride of power and wealth, one takes no notice of Me, who wield the rod of punishment. Him 
(alone) do | cast down from an affluent state, on whom | intend to shower My grace. (16) You 


may go now, O Indra; may all be well with you! Let My injunctions be followed. Devoted to 
your duty and free from egotism, hold on to your offices (as before). (17) 
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Hailing and accosting Sri Krsna, the supreme Lord disguised as a cowherd boy, along- 
with her progeny, the high-minded cow of plenty now spoke to Him (thus). (18) 
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Surabhi said : O Krsna, the Enchanter of souls, O great Yogi, O Inner Controller and 
Source of the universe !| we have been favoured by You, the Protector of the worlds, O 
immortal Lord ! (19) You are our supreme Deity. For the prosperity of the bovine race, the 
Brahmanas and the gods as well as of those who are pious-minded, be You our Ruler 
(henceforth), O Lord of the universe ! (20) Directed by Brahma we shall crown You as our 
king, since You have come down to this earth for relieving the burden of the earth, O Soul 
of the universe ! (21) 
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Sri Suka went on : Having thus prayed to Sri Krsna, born in the line of Dagarha, Surabhi 
bathed Him with her own milk (flowing from her udders); (even so) urged by Aditi and others 
(the mothers of the gods) and accompanied by celestial sages, Indra (too) bathed Him with 
the water of the heavenly Ganga, brought by Airavata (Indra's elephant) in its own trunks, 
and designated Him as Govinda (the Ruler of the cows). (22-23) Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, 
Siddhas and Caranas, headed by Tumburu and Narada (two Gandharva chiefs noted for 
their skill in vocal music), who had assembled there, sang the glory of Sti Hari, which is 
capable of destroying the sins of the world; while celestial damsels beautifully danced full of 
joy. (24) The foremost among the gods glorified Him and covered Him with showers of 
weird flowers. (All) the three worlds derived supreme joy; while the cows drenched the 
earth with their (overflowing) milk on that occasion. (25) Rivers flowed with delicious fluids 
of various kinds (such as milk); trees yielded honey in profusion, bumper crops appeared 
(even) on unploughed lands and mountains exhibited gems on their surface. (26) On Sri 
Krsna having been crowned (thus as the Ruler of the cows), all those (wild) creatures 
(which are ordinarily met with in a forest), O delight of the Kurus, became free from enmity, 
O dear Pariksit, though savage by nature. (27 Having thus crowned Govinda as the Ruler 
of the cows as well as of Vraja, and permitted by Him, the celebrated Indra rose to heaven 
accompanied by the gods. (28) 


Thus ends the twenty-seventh discourse entitled "Indra extols $i Krsna," in the 
first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 


otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Having fasted on the (following) Ekadasi (the eleventh day of 
a lunar fortnight) and duly worshipped Lord Visnu (who is solicited by His devotees and is 
the deity presiding over this day), Nanda descended into the water of the Kalindi (during the 
third watch of the night) in order to take his bath within the hours of the Dwadasi (the twelfth 
day). (1) A demon servant of Varuna (the god of water) seized and took Nanda to the 
presence of his master on the plea of his (Nanda's) having entered the water at night, 
(apparently) not knowing that the hour is reserved for the (activities of) demons. (2) Failing 
to perceive Nanda, the cowherds cried out, "O Rama! O Krsna !" Hearing the cry and coming 
to know of His father having been carried away to Varuna, the almighty Lord, who affords 
protection to His own, sought the presence of Varuna, O king! (3) Finding SriKrsna (the Ruler 
of the senses) arrived at his door, Varuna (the guardian of a sphere), who was greatly 
rejoiced at His sight, worshipped Him with grand presents and spoke (as follows). (4) 
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Varuna said : It is today that my life has been fulfilled and it is only today that a (real) 
treasure has been found (by me), (even though | possess all the treasures of the world, being 
the lord of the ocean, a storehouse of all jewels), O my Master. (The end of my worldly 
existence also seems to be near inasmuch as) those worshipping Your feet have reached 
to the other end of their life's journey (viz., final beatitude). (5) Hail to You, the almighty Lord, 
the all-perfect Supreme Spirit (the controller of all embodied souls), in whom Maya, which 
brings about the creation of the (various) worlds, is not even heard of. (6) This father of Yours 
was brought (here) by this ignorant and foolish servant of mine, who did not know his duty. 
May You be pleased to forgive this fault. (7) Be pleased, O Krsna, to shower Your grace on 
me too, O omniscient Lord! O Govinda, here is Your father, who may be taken (back), fond 
as You are of Your parents. (8) 
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SriSuka continued : Thus propitiated (by Varuna), Lord $riKrsna, the Supreme Ruler 
(of the universe), returned (to Vraja), taking His father (with Him) and bringing joy to His 
relations. (9) Astonished indeed to witness the immense fortune of Varuna, which was 
something that he had never seen before. as well as the submissiveness of the people of 
that realm towards Sri Krsna, Nanda spoke about it to his kinsfolk. (10) Believing Him to 
be God (Himself), they too thought with an eager mind, O Pariksit, "Would the supreme 
Lord were to translate us to His own (divine) realm as wel! as to His imperceptible 
(transcendent) state (known by the name of Brahma) !" (11) Having come to know by 
Himself the aforesaid wish of His own people, the said all-perceiving Lord graciously 
pondered thus with a view to accomplishing their desire:—(12) "Revolving through 
(diverse) states of existence, (both) high and low, in this (material) world under the force 
of ignorance (in the shape of identification with the body etc.), desire (born of such 
ignorance) and actions (prompted by such desire), indeed, this embodied soul is unable 
to realize its essential character." (13) Reflecting thus, the highly merciful Lord Sri Hari 
revealed to the cowherds His own (divine) realm (viz., Vaikuntha), lying beyond Prakrti and 
(before that) His (transcendent) state called Brahma, which is (absolute) truth, (pure) 
consciousness, infinite, self-effulgent and eternal, and which sages realize only when the 
three Gunas are transcended and when they have been fully composed. (14-15) Trans- 
ported (first) to the all absorbing state of Brahma and steeped in it, and eventually lifted out 
of it by Sri Krsna (as out of a trance), they beheld the (divine) realm of the same Brahma 
(crystallized in the form of Lord Visnu) by the grace of the same Krsna because of whom 
Akrura perceived that divine abode (on another occasion) in the past.* (16) Nanda and 
others were indeed exhilarated with supreme ecstasy to behold the said realm as well as 
Sri Krsna being panegyrized there by the (four) Vedas (in living forms), and felt greatly 
amazed (to find Sri Krsna in their midst once again as before). (17) 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth discourse in the first half of Book Ten of 


the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse XXIX 
A description of the (celebrated) Rasa Play (of the Lord) 
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Sri Suka began again : Finding those nights* adorned with full-blown jasmines (even) 
in autumn, the Lord too (who has all His desires fulfilled) made up His mind to play, falling 
back upon His Yogamaya (wonderful divine potency that supplies all the requisites for such 
play). (1) Presently there appeared (on the horizon) the familiar moon (the king of the stars) 
painting the face of the Orient with a red hue by its most soothing rays—(even) as a lover 
appearing (returning home) after a long absence would daub the face of his beloved wife with 
saffron paste—and alleviating the sufferings of the people (caused by the hot sun during the 
daytime). (2) Beholding the moon (lit., the friend of the lilies, so-called because a water-lily 
opens only under the rays of the moon) in full orb—which shone like the countenance of 
Goddess Laksmi and possessed a scarlet hue like that of fresh saffron—and the woodland 
(of Vrndavana) illumined with its soft rays, Sri Krsna struck a melodious note on His flute, that 
enraptured the mind of the fair-eyed Gopis. (3) Hearing that music, kindling love (in the 
bosom of the Gopis), the women of Vraja, whose mind had (already) been captivated by Sri 
Krsna, sallied forth from all sides (with the help of the note of the flute) to the spot where that 
beloved One was—so (hurriedly) that their endeavour (to reach the Lord) could not be 
perceived by one another—their ear-rings swinging due to their swift movement. (4) 


qeaistrag: aie até feet caer: | wasebre | eyez 1 4 | 
ufaeaaeiger weer: fae, va: | ep: od aie HITT eI 
fo: TOS SP: AID STS | SISTA: area HOPS aA: | 9 | 
at ardor: fafa: fagfasiqeagt: eee a sada area 1 2 | 
arene: anise Tetseestatrio: | pet asada aequifeaerenn: | ¢ | 
qaengierediaaragaryar: LeaREgaestden afloragen: 1201 
wa woe ange aga: seid s wa: saftreert: 1221 


* The above verse should be read with verse 29 of discourse XXII, in which the Lord promised to sport with the damsels 
of Vraja, who worshipped Goddess Katyayani during the previous winter in order to secure His grace. 
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Full of intense longing some, who were milking (their) cows, darted off leaving the 
milking-vessel (uncared for); (while) others left as soon as they had placed the milk on the 
oven (without waiting for its being boiled) and still others went out without removing the 
(dressed) porridge (from the hearth). (5) Some, who were serving food (to their husbands 
and other relations) went away neglecting that duty; others, who were feeding their infants 
with milk gave up that work and ran. Still others, who were waiting upon their husbands, 
turned their back on them and departed; while some (more), who were dining, bolted away 
leaving their meal. (6) Others, who were bedaubing their person with sandal-paste etc., left 
that work half-finished; still others, who were rubbing and cleaning their person with oily 
substances, decamped leaving off that work; and some (more), who were painting their eyes 
with collyrium, put off that work and ran to meet Sri Krsna. Still others sought the presence 
of SriKrsna with their garments and jewels wrongly placed: (7) Though being stopped by their 
husbands, parents, brothers or other relations, they did not turn back (homeward), infatuated 
as they were (through love), their mind having been lured away by Sri Krsna (the Protector 
of cows). (8) Some cowherd women, who were inside their house and could not find their way 
out for a sally, fixed their mind on Sri Krsna with their eyes closed, seized as they were with 
an intense longing to meet Him. (9) (All) their sins having been burnt up by the intense agony 
of separation from Sri Krsna (their most beloved Lord)—which could not be easily endured— 
and their (entire) stock of merit depleted through ecstatic joy proceeding from the loving 
embrace of the immortal Lord secured in contemplation, the cowherd women, whose 
shackles of Karma (which kept them bound to the world) were (thus) completely sundered, 
forthwith cast off their material body, united as they were (in thought) with Sri Krsna (the 
Supreme Spirit), even though they recognized Him to be a (mere) paramour. (10-11) 
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The king (Pariksit) put in : The (aforesaid) Gopis knew Sri Krsna to be no more than 
their darling and in any case did not recognize Him as Brahma (the Infinite), O (holy) sage! 
How was the cessation of the stream (cycle) of mundane existences possible in the case of 
the aforesaid Gopis, whose mind was swayed by the three Gunas? (12) 
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Sri Suka replied : This has already* been explained to you how Sisupala (the ruler of 
Cedi) attained final beatitude (oneness with the Lord) though hating Sri Krsna (the Ruler of 
the senses). What wonder, then, that the Gopis who looked upon Sri Krsna (who is above 
sense-perception) as their beloved Lord should do so. (13) The manifestation of the Lord, 
who is free from decay and cannot be cognized through the intellect, (nay), who is beyond 
the three Gunas as well as their Controller, O protector of men, is intended (only) for 
bestowing the boon of final beatitude on human beings. (14) Indeed they who constantly 


* Vide VII.i. 22—31 
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cherish (the feeling of) lascivious passion, wrath, fear, affection, kinship or devotion toward 
Sri Hari attain oneness with Him. (15) Hence no feeling of wonder should be entertained 
by you as you do with regard to Sri Krsna—the birthless Lord, the Ruler of all masters 
of Yoga—by whose grace (the whole of) this (mobile and immobile) creation can be 
liberated.(16) Finding the aforesaid women of Vraja arrived in His presence, the Lord, who 
is the foremost of (all) elocutionists, addressed them (as follows), infatuating them by His 
elegant expressions. (17) 
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The glorious Lord said : Welcome is your presence (here), O highly blessed ones ! In 

what way can | oblige you? Is everything well with Vraja ? (Please) reveal (to Me) the motive 
of your visit (to this place). (18) Frightful in aspect is this night and characterized by the 
presence of hideous creatures (too). (Therefore) return to Vraja (forthwith); you should not 
tarry here, O slender-waisted ones ! (19) Not finding you (at home), mothers and fathers, 
sons, brothers and husbands must be looking for you. (Pray,) do not cause anxiety to your 
near and dear ones. (20) The blossoming forest, illumined with the rays of the full moon and 
adorned with the tender leaves of trees waving before the sport of breezes from the Yamuna, 
has been seen (by you). (21) Therefore, return without delay to Vraja and serve your 
husbands, O virtuous ladies ! The calves as well as the children are crying (due to hunger); 
nourish them with milk and milk the cows. (22) Or (may be) you have come because your 
mind is bound by ties of attachment for Me. (If so) it is but proper for you; for (all) creatures 
find delight in Me. (23) Indeed the paramount duty of women is to wait in a guileless manner 
upon their husband as well as his relations and to nourish the children. (24) Ahusband should 
not be abandoned by women aspiring for higher (heavenly) regions, be he depraved, 
unlucky, decrepit, dull-witted, ailing or even indigent, unless (of course) heis a reprobate.(25) 
Intercourse with a paramour on the part of a woman of noble pedigree is a bar to heaven, 
scandalous, mean, a source of trouble, fraught with fear and hateful everywhere. (26) Love 
for Me is fostered not so much by physical proximity (to Me) as by hearing My praises, looking 
at Me, meditating on Me or by singing Me glories. Therefore, return home. (27) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing the foregoing speech of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows), 
which was so unpleasant (to hear), the Gopis felt despondent and, finding their designs 
frustrated, were plunged into deep anxiety (that could not be easily overcome). (28) Casting 
down their faces with lips, cherry as a ripe Bimba fruit, parched up by their breaths hot with 
grief, and scratching the ground with their toe, they stood silent under the heavy load of their 
sorrow, washing the saffron painted on their breasts with tears mixed with the collyrium of 
their eyes. (29) Wiping their eyes bedimmed by weeping, the Gopis, who had given up all 
(other) cravings for the sake of the Lord, full of love as they were (for Him), spoke (thus) to 
Sri Krsna, their most beloved One—who was talking like one who had no love for them, as 
though rejecting their offer of love—in a voice choked with mild anger. (30) 
TA] BF: 

da Riise ft asi — 

Oe USS TAAE AT STAM, cat aassfag Ea THA BTETT 132 | 

Tees aot wet sia enifaet wae 

araamdgiee aa Met wateqyat fe wep 1321 

ata fe ala vit garen: @ are Praia ofrgarehinaiae: far 

wa: sete wear ore fen ore yat ate fermerfereda 1331 

fd Gan waded yey ata aaatt jeep) 

Ut ug 4 deaa Weyene ara ce amet axa fe at ay! 

fay Tee eatenneniianeasenfar | 

a oe at feerquamgal ara are ued: vedi we 71341 

The Gopis said : You ought not to speak so cruelly to us. Kindly take in Your service us, 

that have sought the soles of Your feet renouncing all (other) objects, (even) as Lord 
Narayana (the most ancient Person) accepts (the worship of) those that seek Liberation. 
(Pray,) do not abandon us, O Lord who are (so) hard to win over! (31) Asithas been observed 
by You, the Knower of Dharma (the principles of righteousness), that the natural duty of 
women is to render service to their husband and children as well as to the relations of their 
husband, O beloved One, let such service be done to You, the almighty Lord, the (central) 
theme of all teachings; for You are the most beloved Friend, (nay) the (very) Self of all 
embodied souls (so that service rendered to You will redound to the gratification of all, even 
as by watering the roots of a tree all its limbs get nourished of their own accord). (32) Those 
well-versed in the sacred lore surely find delight in You (alone), their own eternally beloved 
Self; what purpose could be gained through a husband, children and others, who are sources 
of agony ? Therefore, be gracious to us, O supreme Lord; (pray,) do not frustrate our hopes 
centred in You for a long time, O lotus-eyed One ? (33) Our mind, which found delight 
(heretofore) in the home, has been easily lured away by You; and our hands too, that 
remained engaged in household duties, have been robbed of their capacity for work. Our feet 
(likewise) do not recede even a step from the soles of Your feet. How, then, can we return 
to Vraja or (even if we manage somehow to go there) what (useful work) shall we do there 


(when our mind and other internal organs have ceased functioning altogether)? (34) Quench 
with the flood of nectar flowing from Your lips the fire of passion kindled (in our breast) by Your 
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(bewitching) smiles, (loving) glances and melodious music. If not, on our bodies being 
consumed by the fire of separation we shall (like Yogis) attain to the presence of Your (lotus) 
feet by force of meditation, O beloved Friend ! (35) 
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From the time, O lotus-eyed One, we touched at some unknown spot (in the forest) the 
soles of Your (lotus) feet—that concede the privilege of touching them (even) ta Goddess 
Rama (only) now and then—alas ! we are not able (even) to stand before anyone else, now 
that we have been blessed by You, to whom we (the denizens of the forest) are so dear, O 
Darling ! (36) Having secured a place even on Your bosom, Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity) has (always) sought in rivalry with Tulasi (the deity presiding over the basil plant, 
the favourite Of the Lord) for the dust of Your lotus-feet, actually enjoyed by Your servants— 
Sri, for (drawing) whose (gracious) look (on them) the other gods (strenuously) exert 
themselves. We too have likewise sought the dust of Your feet. (37) Therefore, be propitious 
to us, O Soother of (all) suffering, since we have sought the soles of Your feet quitting our 
homes with the (sole) ambition of waiting upon You. (Pray,) grant us, O jewel among men, 
the privilege of serving You—us whose mind is tormented with intense longing awakened 
by Your piercing glances accompanied by charming smiles. (38) Beholding Your 
countenance—overhung by curly locks, with its cheeks illumined by the splendour of ear- 
rings and lips full of nectar and characterized by smiles and sidelong glances—and gazing 
on Your stout arms, that have vouchsafed protection (to Your devotees) as well as on Your 
bosom, the sole delight of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity), we would be Your 
slaves. (39) Bewitched by Your music characterized by protracted rise and fall of voice and 
consisting of melodious pieces, and having gazed (even once) on this form, most graceful 
in all the three worlds—at the sight of which (and hearing which music) cows, birds, trees and 
beasts (too) wear a thrill of joy—what woman, O Darling ! in the three worlds would not 
deviate from the conduct of virtuous women ? (40) Indeed You have been particularly born 
as the Dispeller of the fears and distress of Vraja, (even) as Lord Visnu (the most ancient 
Person) was born (in heaven) in the form of the divine Dwarf) as the Protector of the celestial 
realm. Therefore, place Your lotus-hand, O Befriender of the afflicted, on the burning breasts 
and heads of (us,) Your servant-maids. (41) 
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Sri Suka went on : Laughing heartily to hear the aforesaid pitiful prayer of the Gopis, Sri 
Krsna (the Lord of all masters of Yoga), proceeded to delight them out of compassion, though 
revelling in His own Self. (42) Surrounded by them—who had (now) gathered together with 
their faces blooming at the sight of their beloved Lord—Sri Krsna of noble deeds, whose teeth 
bore the splendour of jasmine flowers during His charming smile, shone brightly like the full 
moon (the disk of which is marked with dark spots resembling the spots of an antelope) in 
the midst of stars. (43) Being praised in song (by the Gopis) and loudly singing (songs 
Himself) and wearing a Vaijayanti garland (strung with flowers of five different colours), Sri 
Krsna (who led hundreds of bevies of lovely women) sauntered about gracing the forest (with 
His bewitching presence). (44) Arriving in company with the Gopis at the bank of the river 
(Yamuna)—covered with sands rendered cool by a breeze affording joy through its contact 
with the waves of that river and charged with the fragrance of water-lilies (growing in the 
river)—the Lord sported (with the Gopis there). (45) Inflaming the passion of the charming 
women of Vraja by stretching His arms (in order to reach them from a distance), embracing 
them, touching their hands, locks, thighs, skirt and bosom, cutting jokes with them and 
digging the ends of His nails into their limbs, as well as by His sportful glances accompanied 
with smiles, Sri Krsna brought delight to them. (46) Having thus received loving attention and 
regard from the lofty-minded Lord Sri Krsna, the Gopis grew proud and thought themselves 
superior to all women on earth.(47) Perceiving their vanity produced by such (rare) good- 
luck as well as their pride, Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva) disappeared 
on that very spot with a view to curbing their pride once for all and in order to shower His 
grace on them.(48) 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth discourse entitled “The Lord's Rasa-Play" in the 
first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ottice: 
PIES 


Dis. 30 ] BOOK TEN 229 


MRE RAL AA ARR AER RRR RRA RA REAR AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA ADIDAS SA BIEL AEN IID, 


aig franseara: 


Discourse XXX 
The Gopis' Quest for Sri Krsna during the Rasa-Play 
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Sri Suka began again : The Lord having disappeared all of a sudden, the (aforesaid) 

women of Vraja felt agonized not to see Him (even) as she-elephants would when they failed 
to see the leader of their herd. (1) With their mind captivated by the (charming) gait, loving 
smiles and sportful glances as well as by the delightful conversation, dalliances and graceful 
movements of Sri Krsna (the Spouse of Rama), the young women, getting identified with 
Him, imitated His various pastimes. (2) Imitating the dalliances and graceful movements of 
Sri Krsna, the (cowherd) women—who were His darlings and felt identified with Him, and 
whose frames had turned into (so many) replicas (as it were) of their beloved Lord in point 
of gait. smiles, glances and speech etc.—said (to one another), “Indeed | am Sri Krsna!" (3) 
Loudly singing His praises in a chorus while going from forest to forest, they searched for Him 
alone as though they were mad, and enquired of trees about Sri Krsna (the Perfect Person) 
pervading (all) creatures inside as well as outside as ether (in the following words):—(4) 
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"O Aswattha (the holy fig tree), O Plaksa, O Nyagrodha (the banyan tree) ! was the 
Darling of Nanda—who has gone (this way) captivating our mind by His (sidelong) glances 
accompanied with endearing smiles—seen by you ? (5) O Kurabaka (a species of 
amaranth), ASoka, Naga, Punnaga and Campaka trees ! did Sri Krsna (the younger Brother 
of Balarama), whose (very) smile takes away the pride of angry women, go this side ? (6) 
O blessed Tulasi (holy basil), to whom the feet of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) are (so) 
dear, was that immortal Lord, most beloved of you, seen by you bearing you (on His bosom 
in a garland) alongwith swarms of bees ? (7) O Malati, O Mallika, O Jati, O Yathika ! was Sn 
Krsna (the Spouse of Laksmi) seen by you causing delight to you by the touch of His hand 
while going (this way)? (8) O Cuta (a particular variety of mango trees), Priyala, Panasa (the 
jack tree), Asana, Kovidara, Jambu (the rose-apple tree), Arka (the sun-plant), Bilva (the 
wood-apple tree), Bakula, Amra (the common mango), Kadamba and Nipa ( a variety of 
Kadamba) trees and whatever other trees stand on the bank of the Yamuna (and as such 
are expected to speak the bare truth), (pray) point out to us—whose mind is no longer with 
us (having been lured away by Sri Krsna)—the way to reach Sri Krsna, born as you are for 
the good of others. (9) Oh, what austerity, O Earth, was performed by you in that with the 
blades of grass and sprouts etc., (which look like bristling hair on your body) you appear 
thrilled with joy at the touch of the feet of Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva)? 
Has this joy been caused by (the touch of) the Lord's feet (just now) orisit due to your having 
been bestridden by the Lord with wide strides (during His descent as Vamana or the Divine 
Dwarf) or (again) by His embrace (even earlier) in the form of Varaha (the Divine Boar) ? (10) 
O she-deer, did Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) come over here in the company of His darling 
bringing excessive joy to the eyes of you all by His (charming) limbs, O friend ? (For) here 
comes the fragrance of the garland of jasmine flowers worn on the person of Sri Krsna (the 
Protector of His race), and tinged with the saffron on the bosom of His lady-love at the time 
of her embrace. (11) Holding a lotus (in His right hand) and resting His (other) arm on the (left) 
shoulder of His darling and being followed by swarms of black bees attracted by Tulasi 
flowers (inter-woven in His wreath of wild blossoms) and blinded by intoxication (caused by 
their sweet fragrance), did Sri Krsna (Balarama's Younger Brother) hail your greetings by His 
glances surcharged with love, while sauntering here? (12) Make enquiries of these creepers 
(too, O friends); (for) lo ! even though having encircled the arms (in the shape of boughs )of 
(their husband in the form of) a tree, they have surely been touched by His nails (while 
plucking their flowers), as (is evident from the fact that) they exhibit a thrill of joy (in the form 
of sprouts). (13) 
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Thus raving like a madman, the cowherd women, who got very distracted in their quest 
for Sri Krsna and felt identified with Him, actually imitated the various pastimes of the 
Lord.(14) Personating Sri Krsna, one Gopi sucked the breast of another, who played the part 
of Patana. Behaving like infant Sri Krsna and crying (like a babe), another kicked a fourth, 
that rested onall fours over the latter as a cart. (15) Playing the role of Trnavarta (the demon), 
acertain Gopi carried away another, who fancied herself to be infant Sri Krsna; while a third 
crawled on hands and knees (like infant Sri Krsna), dragging her feet accompanied by the 
jingling sounds of her anklets. (16) Two (of the Gopis) played the role of Sri Krsna and 
Balarama indeed: while some behaved like cowherd boys (andthe demons Vatsa and Baka). 
Of the former two (viz., those that behaved like Sti Krsna and Balarama), again, the latter 
struck at her friend who personated Vatsasura’, while the former struck at a fourth that had 
assumed the role of Bakasura. (17) Calling to the cows, that had gone faraway, inthe manner 
of Sri Krsna, a certain Gopi behaved like Him, playing on the flute and sporting (as He did): 
while others applauded her saying, "Well done !" (18) With her mind absorbed in Him another 
Gopi walked (to and fro) resting her arm on some friend and said, “Hullo, | am Krsna ! Look 
at my graceful gait." (19) "Do not be afraid of storm and shower; protection against them has 
(already) been provided by Me !" observing thus, one held up her scarf with one hand making 
a show of effort (in doing so). (20) Treading on another's head and standing on her, O 
Protector of men, acertain Gopi said, "O vile snake, clear away | Indeed | am born (here) as 
the chastiser of the wicked." (21) One of those Gopis said (to others; visualizing them as so 
many cowherds), "O Gopas look at the terrible forest fire | Shut your eyes at once; | shall 
easily vouchsafe protection to you." (22) Tied to another Gopi, that had been seated in such 
a way as to pass for a mortar, with a garland by another (who played the role of Sri Krsna's 
mother) and (consequently) atraid, one delicate lady of that lot with lovely eyes covered her 
face and put up a show of fear. (23) 
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i Krsna, who killed Vatsasura— 


* According to popular tradition it was Balarama, an 


ae A: 


Evidently this tradition is referred to by the sage Suka in the above verse. 
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Thus (imitating the pastimes of the Lord and) enquiring of the creepers and trees of 
Vrndavana (once more) about Sri Krsna, the cowherd women noticed in a certain part of the 
forest the footprints of the Lord (embodying the Supreme Spirit). (24) (They said to one 
another,) "Surely these are the footprints of the high-souled Darling of Nanda since they are 
(easily) distinguished through the marks of a flag, a lotus, a thunderbolt, a goad, a barley seed 
and so on. (25) Tracking His path with the help of those footprints, the poor women felt sore 
at heart to find before them fhe said footprints interspersed with those of a lady and spoke 
to one another (as follows):—(26) "Whose footprints can these be? Whois she that has gone 
(this side) in the company of Sri Krsna (the Darling of Nanda) with His forearm placed on her 
shoulder, (even) like a she-elephant walking by the side of a male elephant? (27) The 
almighty Lord Sri Hari has surely been propitiated by this lady in that, leaving us (all), Sri 
Krsna (the Protector of cows) has been pleased to take her apart. (28) Oh, blessed are those 
particles of dust under the feet of Govinda, O friends, that (even) Brahma (the creator), Lord 
Siva and Goddess Rama have borne on the crown of their head in order to drive away their 
agony of separation (from Him). (29) Those footprints, that meet our eyes, of that lady, who 
having stolen away Sri Krsna enjoys alone in secret the (nectar of) lips of that immortal Lord, 
the (common) property of the Gopis are causing great agitation in our mind. (30) (Proceeding 
further the Gopis remarked.) her footprints are not to be noticed here. Surely the Darling has 
lifted up His lady-love, whose delicate soles were being pricked with (sharp) blades of 
grass.(31) O cowherd women, behold these footprints, sunk deeper (into the soil), of the 
love-stricken Sri Krsna who was (apparently) weighed down by a (heavy) load, carrying His 
sweetheart (as He did). (32) (Going still further, the Gopis observed,) on this spot the lady- 
love has (obviously) been set down by the high-souled Lord for the sake of (gathering) 
flowers.* (Moving still further they said,) here flowers have been gathered by the Darling for 
the sake of His beloved, behold these impressions, which are not entire, indicating that the 
Lord (evidently) trod on the fore part of His feet (here). (33) (Proceeding still further, they 
said,) here it seems the hair of that loving lady have been done by the love-stricken Lord, 
while here the Lord has surely squatted (on the ground) while fastening the flowers to her 
braid." (34) (Sri Suka continued) though (ever) delightedin Himself and sporting with His own 
selfand remaining unaffected (by the charms of lovely women), Sri Krsna toyed with that lady 
in order to illustrate the wretched plight of the love-stricken as well as the evil-mindedness 
of women. (35) 
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Thus showing to one another what they saw, the cowherd women wandered in a 
bewildered state. That Gopi, again, whom Sri Krsna had taken away (with Him), leaving (all) 


* The whole of verse 32 and the first line of the following have not been commented upon by Sridhara Swami, the earliest 
commentator of Srimad Bhagavata, and not even by Sn Vallabhacarya, which shows that they were not recognized by them 
as forming part of the text of Srimad Bhagavata 
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the other women in the forest, thereupon thought herself to be the most lovely of all the 
women. (She said to herself,) "Abandoning the other Gopis, that loved Him, the Darling is 
enjoying my company (alone)!" (36-37) Then, reaching a certain part of the forest, she 
arrogantly said to Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva), “Iam unable to 
walk (any more); carry me wherever it pleases you." (38) Requested thus, the Lord replied 
to His lady-love, "Mount my shoulder (then) !" After that, (however, as soon as the lady tried 
to mount His shoulder),Sri Krsna disappeared and the said lady repented (in the following 
words):—(39) "My most beloved lord, O delighter of my soul, where are you, where are you, 
Omighty-armed one, pray reveal your presence, O friend, tome, your wretched servant."(40) 
Tracking the path of the Lord (still further), the cowherd women perceived not very far from 
them their afflicted female companion confounded due to her separation from her beloved 
Lord. (41) The Gopis felt highly astonished to hear the account narrated by her as also how 
she had received honour from SriKrsna (the Spouse of Laksmi) and how (again) through (her 
own) wickedness she had met with disregard at His hands. (42) 
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Again (in her company) the (cowherd) women penetrated the forest (further) so long as 
moonlight was visible. Perceiving (however) the darkness had set in they returned from that 
(very) point. (43) With their mind absorbed in Him, talking of Him, imitating His various 
activities, nay, identified with Him and singing His praises alone, the cowherd women did not 
recollect their own body, much less their homes. (44) Coming back to the sandy bank of the 
Kalindi, thinking of that Enchanter of souls (alone), and seized with a longing for His return, 
they sang of Sri Krsna in a chorus. (45) 


Thus ends the thirtieth discourse entitled "The Gopis‘ Quest for Sri Krsna during the Rasa 
Play." in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXXI 
The Gopis' Song (at the Lord's disappearance) during the Rasa Play 
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The Gopis sang : Vraja shines all the more brightly by Your descent (in the house of 
Nanda and Yasoda); for Laksmi (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) constantly dwells 
here (from that time in order to catch Your glimpse). O beloved Lord ! please (reveal Yourself 
and) see how Your sweethearts, who have centred theirife in You, are searching for You 
in every quarter. (1) Is itno massacring here on Your part, O Granter of boons, who kill us, 
Your gratuitous slaves, O Bestower of enjoyment, by Your (shaft-like) eyes, that steal the 
splendour of the interior of a lovely and full-blown lotus growing in an autumnal pond ? (2) 
We have been saved by You time and again, O jewel among men, from death through 
poisonous water, from (the clutches of) a demon disguised as a snake (Aghasura by name), 
from showers and storm as well as from strokes of lightning, from the demon that appeared 
in the form of a calf (the young of a bull) as well as from Vyomasura * (the son of the demon 
Maya), nay, from every (other) peril. (3) Surely You are no (mere) son of a cowherd woman 
(Yasoda), being the witness of the internal sense (viz., the mind) of all embodied souls. 
Solicited by Brahma, You appeared, O Friend, in the race of the Yadus for the protection of 
the universe. (4) 
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* Vide Discourse XXXVII below. According to a learned and saintly commentator the incident relating to Vyomasuta took 
Place before the Rasa-Lila even though it is described by the sage Suka later. 
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Place on our head, O beloved Lord, Your lotus-like palm, that has vouchsafed protection, 
O Chief of the Vrsnis, to those that have sought Your feet from fear of transmigration, (nay,) 
which grants (all) desires and has clasped the hand of Sri (as a part of the marriage 
ceremony). (5) © Alleviator of the suffering of the people of Vraja, O gallant Lord, whose 
(very) smile crushes the pride (born of unrequited love) of Your own people, accept (in Your 
service), O Friend, us, Your (avowed) servants and reveal to us (poorwomen) Your charming 
lotus-like countenance.(6) Seton our bosom Your lotus-feet—which dissipate the sins of (all) 
embodied beings that bow down to You, which follow (out of affection even) animals that live 
on grass, (nay,) which are the abode of beauty and prosperity and which were (dauntlessly) 
placed on the hoods ofa (terrible) snake (Kaliya)—and thereby soothe the pangs of love pent 
up in our heart. (7) (Pray,) revive with the nectar of Your lips O valiant one, these women, 
in the person of ourselves, who are ready to do Your bidding and who are getting charmed, 
O Lord with lotus eyes, by Your melodious speech, consisting of delightful expressions and 
pleasing (even) to the learned. (8) Munificent are those men who extensively recite on earth 
Your nectar-like story, which is life-giving to the afflicted, has been celebrated by the wise 
and eradicates (all) sins, which is auspicious to hear and is most soothing (too). (9) Your 
hearty laugh, O Darling, loving glances and pastimes which are happy to contemplate on and 
Your covert jests uttered in secret, that went deep into our heart, really agitate our mind (now 
that You are away from us), O deceitful Lover! (10) Our mind, O beloved Lord, grows uneasy 
to think that Your feet, charming as a lotus, get pricked with spikes of corn, blades of grass 
and sprouts when You go out of Vraja pasturing the cattle. (11) You kindle love in our heart, 
O gallant Lord, again and again even as You reveal Yourself (before us) at the close of the 
day, wearing a countenance overhung by dark curly locks and soiled with the dust raised by 
cows (that constitute the wealth of the Gopas), and (thus) resembling a lotus* (surrounded 
by black bees and covered with pollen). (12) 
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* Lit., sprung out of water. 
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O Delighter of souls, (pray) set on our bosom, O Reliever of agony, Your most blissful 
lotus-like feet, which grant the desires of those that bow low to them, and are worshipped by 
Brahma (the lotus-born), which are the ornament of the earth and are worth contemplating 
upon in (times of) adversity. (13) Vouchsafe to us, O heroic Lord, the nectar of Your lips, 
which heightens our enjoyment and destroys (all) grief, (nay,) which is fully enjoyed by the 
flute sounded by You and makes people forget all other attachments. (14) When You 
proceed to the woods during the daytime, (even) half a moment becomes an age to us, who 
fail to see You. And dull-witted is he (Brahma) who has created rows of hair on the edge (and 
thus interrupted the joy) of eyés of us (all), that eagerly behold (without winking Your splendid 
countenance overhung by curly hair (on Your return from the woods at eventide). (15) 
Completely neglecting our husband, children, kinsmen, brothers and other relations, O 
immortal Lord, and enchanted by the shrill note of Your flute, we have sought Your presence, 
knowing as we did Your (alluring) ways. What man, O Trickster, would abandon (helpless) 
women at (dead of) night ? (16) Perceiving Your amorous advances made in secret, Your 
smiling countenance, which kindles love in our heart, Your loving glances and broad chest, 
the abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity). Our mind gets infatuated again and 
again through intense longing (to meet You). (17) Your manifestation (on earth), O Darling, 
has put an end to the sorrows of the inhabitants of Vraja as well as of the denizens of the 
forest, and is extremely auspicious for the whole universe. (Pray) unreservedly administer 
to us—whose mind is full of longing for you—(at least) a little of that remedy (in the form of 
Your company) which may relieve the pangs of heart of Your own people. (18) You traverse 
the forest on those tender lotus-like feet which, O Darling, we have gently and timidly set on 
our hard bosom (for fear of injuring them). Are they not pained by coming in contact with 
gravel etc. ? The mind of us (all), whose life is centred in You, reels at the (very) thought of 
it. (19) 


Thus ends the thirty-first discourse, entitled "the Gopis‘ Song (at the Lord's disappearance) 
during the Rasa-Play," in the first half of Book Ten of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIN giaranseara: 


Discourse XXXIl 
The Lord comforts the Gopis during the Rasa Play 
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Sri Suka began again : Thus singing at the pitch of their voice and raving in various 
ways, the cowherd women loudly wailed, O king, seized as they were with a longing to behold 
SriKrsna. (1) In their (very) midst appeared (all of a sudden) Sri Krsna (a scion of Stra), clad 
in yellow (silk) and adorned with a garland and wearing a smiling lotus-like countenance, the 
Enchanter of Cupid himself (who maddens the whole world). (2) Beholding Sri Krsna, their 
most beloved Lord, come (back), all the women sprang on their feet all at once, their eyes 
wide open with joy, (even) as the limbs of a body would on finding the life-breath returned.(3) 
One (of them) clasped the lotus-like hands of Sauri with her joined palms with delight, while 
another placed on her shoulder His arm smeared with sandal-paste. (4) A certain Gopi of 
delicate limbs took in the hollow of her palms the betel chewed by Him, while another set His 
lotus-feet on her bosom, burning as she was (with the fire of passion). (5) Knitting her brows 
and closely biting her (lower) lip. another looked at Him as though tormenting Him with volleys 
of her side-glances, agitated as she was with anger caused by (unrequited) love. (6) Another 
continued to gaze on His lotus-like countenance with unwinking eyes, even though it had 
been duly contemplated (for a long time), but did not feel sated any more than saints would 
while contemplating on His (lotus) feet. (7) A certain Gopi ushered Him into his heart through 
the hollows of her eyes, shut her eyes (in order to preclude His egress) and, (mentally) 
embracing Him with the hairs of her body standing on end, stood immersed in bliss like a Yogi 
(one united in thought with God). (8) Enraptured with the grand feast provided by the sight 
of Sti Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva), they all shed the agony caused by 
separation from Him even as men get rid of their grief on meeting an enlightened soul. (9) 
Surrounded by those women, who had shaken off their sorrow, Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) 
shone very brightly, O dear Pariksit, like the Supreme Spirit endowed with His potencies (in 
the form of Sattva etc.). (10) 
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Taking them (with Him) in a body the almighty Lord repaired to tiie delightful bank of the 
KAlindi, which was swarmed with black bees drawn by (gentle) winds charged with the 
fragrance of full-blown jasmines and Mandaras, where the darkness of the night had been 
dispelled by the flood of rays ofthe autumnal moon and on which soft sands had been spread 
by the hands—in the form of waves—of the Krsna (Yamuna). (11-12) The Gopis, whose 
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heartache (caused by their separation from the Lord) had been dissipated by the joy flowing 
from His sight, attained the end of their desire even as the Srutis (Vedic texts dealing with 
rituals performed from some interested motive, and thus failing to perceive God) transcend 
the realm of desire (when they pass on to the topic of JAana or God-Realization and achieve 
their real purpose). (Now) they prepared a seat for Sri Krsna (the Friend of their soul) with 
their scarfs spotted with the saffron paint on their bosom. (13) Seated there and honoured 
by them, the aforesaid almighty Lord, who stands enthroned in the heart of masters of Yoga, 
shone in the midst of that bevy of the Gopis, revealing a personality which is the one abode 
of loveliness spread through (alt) the three worlds. (14) Greeting Sri Krsna—who had kindled 
love in their breast—with their eye-brows, whose grace fulness was heightened by their 
sportful glances accompanied by (bright) smiles, and warmly praising Him while pressing His 
hands and feet placed in their lap, they spoke (as follows) feeling a bit enraged. (15) 
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The Gopis said : Some love in return those who love them; while others do (just) the 


reverse of it (i.e., love even those that do not love them in return). Still others do not love 
either. Kindly explain this clearly to us, O Lord ! (18) 
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The glorious Lord replied : They who love one another (for mutual benefit), O friends, 
(really love their own self and none other; for) their endeavour indeed is solely actuated by 
self-interest. Neither goodwill nor virtue plays any part there; for such love has a (purely) 
selfish motive and not otherwise. (17) They who actually love even those that do not love 
them (in return) are compassionate (and loving too) like one's parents. There is blameless 
virtue as well as goodwill operating here, O charming girls ! (18) Some indeed do not love 
even those that love them, much less those that do not love them. They are either sages 
revelling in their own self (and having no knowledge of the external world) or those who have 
realized their ambition (and are therefore free from all craving for enjoyment, though 
conscious of external objects) or dullards (who are incapable of appreciating a good turn 
done to them) or ungrateful people (who bear enmity to their own benefactors that are as 
good as their father, though conscious of their services). (19) |, for my part, O friends, (do 
not come under any of these categories, being supremely compassionate and friendly, 
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inasmuch as 1) do not (visibly) reciprocate the love (and remain out of sight for some time) 
of even those individuals who love Me, in order that they could ever think of Me in the same 
way as a penniless person would, on a treasure found by him being lost, remain engrossed 
in the thought of that wealth (alone) and would not be sensible to anything else. (20) Indeed 
in order to ensure thus your constant devotion to Me, O fair ones, | remained out of your sight 
(for some time), though loving you invisibly (and listening to your professions of love with 
great delight)—you, who have for My sake ignored (all worldly decorum as well as (the 
injunctions of) the Vedas and deserted your own people. Therefore, O beloved ones, you 
ought not to find fault with Me, your darling. (21) (As a matter of fact) | cannot even through 
the (long) life of a heavenly being (36000 human years) repay My obligation (which is the duty 
of all virtuous men) to you, whose connection with Me is (absolutely) free from blemish and 
who have fixed your mind on Me completely cutting asunder the fetters that bound you to your 
home and which cannot be easily broken. (Therefore,) let your services to Me be repaid by 
your own goodness. (22) 


Thus ends the thirty-second discourse entitled "The Lord comforts the Gopis during the Rasa- 
Play" in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


aI waferanseara: 


Discourse XXXIll 
A Description of the Rasa Play 
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Sri Suka began again : Hearing thus the bewitching words of the Lord, the cowherd 
women cast off the agony caused by their separation (from Him), their desire having been 
fulfilled through the (thrilling) touch of His divine personality (the embodiment of Bliss). (1) 
Accompanied by those jewels among women (so) devoted and affectionate towards Him, 
who stood (in a circle) with their arms interlocked, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) 
inaugurated His (celebrated) Rasa-Play* on the aforesaid spot (the sandy bank of the 
Yamuna). (2) 
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* Inthe Natya-Sastra (the well-known manual on histrionics attributed to the sage Bharata) we come across the following 
definition of Rasa:— 


Saher | TASS SSS TT Set AAT 
* Rasa is the name ofa particular dance carried on by a number of women dancing ina circle with their hands interlocked 
in the company of men who dance with them with their arms placed round the neck of their female partners. 
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(Now) commenced duly the festive dance of Rasa adorned with the circle of the aforesaid 
Gopis standing with their necks encircled by (the arms of) Sri Krsna, the Master of Yoga 
(inconceivable powers), who (appeared to have) introduced Himself (in so many identical 
forms) between every two Gopis, and whom those (cowherd) women imagined to be by their 
own side. Presently the firmament was thronged with hundreds of aerial cars of heavenly 
beings, who were accompanied by their consorts and whose mind had been carried away 
by curiosity (in the form of a longing to behold Sri Krsna). (3-4) Then sounded kettle-drums 
(beaten by heavenly beings), showers of flowers fell, and the chiefs of Gandharvas sang His 
immaculate glory in chorus with their spouses. (5) There arose a confused din produced by 
(the jingling of) bangles and anklets and (the tinkling of) tiny bells attached to the girdle of 
the cowherd women joined with their beloved Lord in that ring of Rasa dancers. (6) There in 
the company of those girls Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) shone exceedingly bright like 
a large emerald” strung in the midst of (every two) gold beads. (7) With their (measured) 
treads, the motions of their hands, the playful movements of their eye-brows, accompanied 
with (graceful) smiles, bending waists, shaking breasts and fluttering skirts of their garments, 
ear-rings rocking against their cheeks, perspiring faces, and their braids and girdles loosened 
(on account of their swift movement) and celebrating the Lord in song, the aforesaid darlings 
of Sri Krsna shone brightly like flashes of lightning in a mass of clouds. (8) Engaged in 
dancing and delighted with the touch of Sri Krsna, the Gopis—whose voice was sweetened 
with love, (nay,) whose (sole) delight was loving devotion (to Sri Krsna) and whose music 
filled (the whole of) this universe—sang at the pitch of their voice. (9) Singing in chorus with 
Sri Krsna a certain Gopi (Vigakha) struck at a high pitch notes (altogether) different (from 
those of Sri Krsna) and was applauded by the latter—who felt (much) delighted (by her 
performance)—in the words, "Well done !", "Bravo !". Another girl (presumably Lalita) 
reproduced the same tune at the top of her voice according to the measure of time technically 
known by the name of Dhruvapada (Dhrupad) and the Lord showed abundant regard to her 
(for her excellent performance). (10) Fully tired by the Rasa dance, another Gopi (probably 
Sri Radha) clasped with her arm the shoulder of Sri Krsna (who was no other than Lord Visnu, 
and) who stood by her side, her bangles slipping (from her wrists) and jasmine flowers dropping 


* SriKrsnais said to possess the hue of the sapphire. Here He has been likened to an emerald apparently due to His colour 
being blended with the golden hue of the Gopis and thus appearing green rather than ceruiean 
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(from her braid due to langour). (11) Smelling the arm—emitting the fragrance of a water-lily 
and smeared with sandal, paste and resting on one of her shoulders—of Sri Krsna, (yet) 
another of those Gopis (Syamala) kissed it, so itis said, the hair on her body standing on end 
(due to joy). (12) To acertain Gopl (presumably Saibya) who united with His cheek her own 
lit up with the lustre of her ear-ring tossed by the dance, the Lord gave His half-chewed betel (13) 
Fatigued while dancing and singing with her anklets and girdle jingling (with the 
movement of her feet), another (Gopi, most probably Bhadra), pressed to her bosom the 
soothing lotus-like palm of Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) standing beside her.(14) 
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Having thus secured Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), the only Beloved of Sri (the goddess 
of beauty and prosperity), as their Darling, and celebrating Him in song, the Gopis sported 
(with Him), their necks encircled by His arms. (15) The cowherd women—the charm of whose 
face was heightened by the water-lilies adorning their ears, cheeks graced with their (curly) 
locks and drops of sweat (glistening on their forehead)—danced with the Lord, keeping time 
by (the jingling of) bangles, anklets and girdle, that served as (so many) musical instruments, 
the garlands dropping from their braids, in that assembly of Rasa dancers, where (humming) 
black bees played the role of songsters (all other music—both vocal and instrumental— 
having stopped due to the Gopis being exhausted). (16) Thus by embracing them, touching 
them with His hands, casting loving glances at them, making unrestrained amorous gestures 
and laughing heartily, Sri Krsna (who was no other than Lord Visnu, the Spouse of Rama} 
sported with those lovely women of Vraja (even) as an infant would play with its own 


242 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 33 


eR AAA inicininiinininicicinininininioinint iieioiriaidinintnininmninint ini irieirieinrininieinn teeeeiaininininin inti iinininieicicink: 


reflections (seen through a set of mirrors). (17) Their senses overwhelmed with excessive joy 
caused by contact with His (Divine) person and their garlands and ornaments loosened, the 
women of Vraja were not able to adjust as before their (unsettled) locks, scarf or (even) their 
brassiere, O jewel ofthe Kurus. (18) Smitten with love to witness the amorous sport of SriKrsna, 
the celestial ladies (too) fainted and the moon-god alongwith his retinue (viz., the twenty-seven 
Naksatras or lunar mansions) felt amazed (with the result that his progress in the heavens was 
arrested alongwith that of the other planets and the night extended to an inordinate length). (19) 
Sportfully revealing Himself in as many forms as there were cowherd women, the 
aforesaid Lord delightfully spent His time with (each of) them (individually in different forms), 
though revelling in His own Self. (20) With His most blissful hand, O dear Pariksit, the 
compassionate Lord lovingly wiped the faces of those girls, fatigued (as they were) by over- 
(exertion in) dancing. (21) Offering worship to the Supreme Person with the splendour of their 
cheeks, heightened by the lustre of their brilliant gold ear-rings and curly locks, as well as with 
their nectar-like smiles and glances and enraptured by the (thrilling) touch of His (blessed) 
nails, the Gopis celebrated in song His purifying exploits. (22) Accompanied by them and 
followed by black bees, humming like the leaders of Gandharvas and attracted by His garland 
squeezed by the embraces of the Gopis and tinged with the saffron paint on their bosom, the 
fatigued Lord—who had transgressed all limits (imposed by worldly usage and Vedic 
injunctions)—entered the water (of the Yamuna) in order to get over His fatique, (even) as the 
leader of (a herd of) elephants would do in the company of she-elephants after having broken 
the dams. (23) Profusely sprinkled all over from every side by the young women—who were 
heartily laughing—in the water and affectionately regarded by them, O dear Pariksit, and being 
glorified by the gods (borne in their aerial cars and) showering flowers (on Him), the Lord 
Himself sported in their midst like a leader of elephants, though revelling in His own Self. (24) 
Surrounded by black bees and the bevies of young women, the Lord then rambled in a grove 
on the bank of the Yamuna, served on all sides by a breeze wafting the fragrance of flowers 
(both) on land and in water, (even) like a tusker shedding temporal fluid and accompanied by 
she-elephants. (25) The aforesaid Lord of unfailing desire, to whom those bevies of delicate 
women were (so) fondly attached and who (voluntarily) exhibited in Himself the (various) 
amorous gestures, thus enjoyed all those nights” illumined with the rays of the full moon and 
embodying all the charms peculiar to the autumn season and depicted in poetical works. (26) 
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The king submitted : It was in fact for establishing Dharma (righteousness) on a sound 
footing as well as for the suppression of that which is other than Dharma (viz., Adharma or 
unrighteousness) that Lord Sri Krsna, (the Ruler of the universe) descended (in the world of 
matter) alongwith His part manifestation (Balarama). (27) How (then) did He, the Promulgator, 
Institutor and Conservator of ethical standards, commit a transgression in the shape of 
embracing others' wives, O holy one ? (28) With what intention indeed did that Lord of the 
Yadus, who had all His desires fulfilled, perpetrate a repelling act ? (Pray,) resolve this doubt 
of ours, O sage of sacred vows ! (29) 
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“It has already been indicated in verse 19 above that the night on which the Lord enacted His celebrated Rasa-Play 
combined numberless nights, by divine will, although to the Gopis in their ecstasy of delight they appeared as one single night. 
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Sri Suka replied : Violation of Dharma (the principles of righteousness) and overboldness 
(too) is (occasionally) witnessed on the part of the mighty. It does not (however) bring (any) 
sin on those possessed of exceptional glory as in the case of fire, that consumes everything 
(including even impure substances such as filth and corpses). (30) He (however) who is not 
(so) powerful (and is bound by his Karma) should never deliberately attempt this even 
mentally; for he who does so through folly (recognizing himself as powerful) will (surely) meet 
his ruin even as anyone other than Rudra would if he were to swallow the poison churned 
out of the ocean. (31) A precept (alone) of the mighty (those possessed of wisdom, 
dispassion and so on) is authoritative (and therefore worth following, if utteredin right earnest 
and not as a test of our wisdom). Their conduct (however) is worth imitating on certain 
occasions only. (Therefore.) an intelligent man should follow only such conduct as _ is 
consistent with their own precept. (32) There is no personal gain to be achieved here through 
such virtuous conduct by egoless people, nor does any harm come to them through the 
reverse of such actions, O king ! (33) How, then, could any virtue or sin binding those that 
are subject to His control attach to the (supreme) Ruler of all creatures, viz., sub-human 
creatures, human beings and gods. (34) Whence indeed could there be any bondage for the 
Lord, who assumed a personality of His own free will, when those who are sated (in the sense 
that they have no desire left in them) by enjoying the pollen of His lotus-feet as also those 
who have shaken off all their ties of Karma by virtue of their Yoga (mental union with God) 
and (even so) those who are given to contemplation on their identity with the Universal Spirit 
conduct themselves freely (in this world) and are never bound (by their actions) ? (35) He 
(alone) who indwelt (as the Inner Controller) not only the cowherd women and their husbands 
but all embodied souls (as a matter of fact), (nay), who is the Witness (of all minds etc.) 
sportfully assumed a personality (and manifested Himself as Sri Krsna) in this world (of 
matter). (36) Having assumed a human semblance in order to shower His grace on (and 
attract solely towards Him) created beings, the Lord indulges in sports like the Rasa-Play, 
hearing of which man may get exclusively devoted to Him. (37) Deluded by His Maya the men 
of Vraja did not regard Sri Krsna with jealousy; (for) each of them took his womenkind to be 
present by his side. (38) When the early hours of the morning approached (at the close of 
a whole night of Brahma) the Gopis, who were (so) beloved of the Lord, returned to their 
homes, though reluctantly, with the approval of Sri Krsna (Son of Vasudeva). (39) 
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He who full of reverence hears in the proper order of sequence or recounts the story of 
the aforesaid amorous pastime of Sri Krsna (who was no other than the all-pervading Lord 
Visnu) with the women of Vraja is blessed with supreme devotion to the Lord and, becoming 
a master of his self before long, speedily overcomes lust (which is a malady of the mind). (40) 


Thus ends the thirty-third discourse entitled "A Description of the (actual)Rasa-Play", 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


StINSENSt: 
PDT ERSSEECI OD = 


SI TaN Sea: 


Discourse XXXIV 
The Lord makes short work of Sankhacida 
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SriSuka began again: Their interest having been aroused in (undertaking) a pilgrimage 
for the worship of a god on a certain occasion, the cowherds (of Vraja) rode in their carts 
drawn by bullocks to (a forest known as) Ambika Vana (which was sacred to Goddess 
Parvati, the Mother of the universe). (1) Having bathed in the Saraswati river there, they 
worshipped the almighty Lord Siva as well as Goddess Ambika (His Consort) with devotion 
through (various) articles of worship, O protector of men! (2) Full of reverence they all gifted 
to the Brahmans cows, gold, clothes, sweets and rice boiled with honey praying "May the 
Lord be propitious to us!" (3) Having undertaken sacred vows and subsisting on water (alone 
for the whole day); the highly blessed ones, Nanda, Sunanda (his younger brother) and 
others, spent that night on the bank of the Saraswati. (4) 


ahrrerientee — fatrsiquyfaa: i ageassmt ae warqrisatt 4 | 
HSM Te: A HT vee at wi wea aa sod ftir 6 | 
Te aered yet aoren: weet: | wet a ger few: ad rere: |e | 
SeTdeeraAsha ASEH: | Aya Vea wa area UPA: |e 
a a wre: simeneertengs: 13a wager =a faethe 
waste: oso aEofe dee age ued SALI 2Q01 
al Wa Wea Baar Tease: | me qaftaarat wh ar onferdisaet: 1¢21 


Dis. 34] BOOK TEN 245 


BROS ROIRCIIIOW NOR ORORE SORES SOR REECE RRR SORENSEN Ett Rn tog ose ROR RE RR ictoictoiotoie te tracicee 


Sore pinched with hunger a huge snake arrived in that forest by the will of Providence 
and crawling, (imperceptibly), proceeded to swallow Nanda, who was lying down (there). (5) 
Seized by the python, he cried, "Krsna, O enchanter ofall, this huge serpentis devouring me, 
O darling! (Pray,) deliver me, who have sought you as my refuge." (6) Hearing his cry as well 
as his wailing, the cowherds sprang on their feet at once and, bewildered to see him caught 
(in the coils of a boa constrictor), struck the serpent with fire-brands. (7) Though being 
scorched with pieces of burning wood, the reptile did not leave Nanda. Approaching the 
serpent (in the meantime), Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of the Yadus) touched the animal 
with His foot. (8) (All) his evil Karma having been wiped out by the touch of the Lord's glorious 
foot, the animal cast off the body of a serpent and attained a (shining) form honoured by the 
Vidyadharas. (9) Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the senses) questioned (as follows) the superhuman 
being, who stood beside Him adorned with a gold necklace and bowing low with a 
resplendent body:—(10) "Who are you that are shining with great splendour, endowed as 
you are with a weird form ? And how were you helplessly cast into this disgusting species 
(of a serpent) ?” (11) 
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The (erstwhile) serpent replied : "| am a Vidyadhara known by the name of Sudargana. 
Endowed with (extraordinary) splendour and wealth of beauty | used to fly in an aerial car 
in all directions. (12) Proud of my comeliness | laughed at some deformed sages born in the 
line of the sage Angira. | was cast into this form (of a python) through my own sin by them, 
derided as they were by me. (13) (I now feel that) the curse was pronounced by those kind- 
hearted souls just in order to show their grace to me in that | have been touched with Your 
foot by You, the Father of the universe, with the result that all my sins have been wiped 
out.(14) Completely rid of the curse by the touch of Your feet, O Dispeller of sorrows, | ask 
leave of You, the celebrated Lord, who dissipate the fears of those who are afraid of rebirth 
and have sought You as their refuge. (15) | have approached You as my protector, O great 
Yogi, O Supreme Person, O Protector of the righteous ! (Pray) grant me leave, O Lord, O 
Ruler of rulers of all the worlds ! (16) | was immediately rid of the Brahmanas' curse through 
Your very sight, O immortal Lord! A man uttering Your name purifies at once all those who 
hear him (do so) as well as himself. What wonder, then, that I, who was actually touched by 
the feet of such a Lord, viz., Yourself, should get purified (at once) !" (17) Thus taking leave 
of Sri Krsna (a scion of Dasarha), going round Him (clockwise) and respectfully bowing to 
Him, Sudargana ascended to heaven and Nanda was rescued from a perilous situation. (18) 
With theit mind struck with wonder to witness such peculiar glory of Sri Krsna and completing 
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their religious observances there, the people of Vraja returned home from that (holy) place, 
O protector of men, talking about it with reverence. (19) 
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On a certain occasion later on Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) and Balarama of 

wonderful prowess sported in the forest at night in the midst of women of Vraja. (20) They 
were being melodiously sung by the womenfolk—who had fastened their love on Them— 
were well-adorned, (nay) had their limbs smeared with sandal-paste, and were decked with 
garlands and dressed in immaculate garments. (21) Making much of the advent of night— 
which was marked by the appearance of the moon and the stars as well as by (the hovering 
of) black bees intoxicated with the fragrance of jasmines, and was fanned by a breeze 
charged with the fragrance of water-lilies—and simultaneously going through the whole 
scale of musical notes with a regulated rise and fall of sound, the two Brothers sang to the 
delight of the mind and ears of all created beings. (22-23) Hearing Their song, the cowherd 
women fell into a trance and did not notice their raiment falling off from their person or their 
wreaths dropped from their braid due to that trance, O protector of men ! (24) 
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While the two Brothers were thus revelling unconstrainedly and singing as though highly 
intoxicated, an attendant of Kubera (the bestower of riches) known by the name of 
Sankhaciida, arrived there. (25) Nothing daunted, O king, he drove the screaming young 
women, though protected by Them, towards the north before Their very eyes. (26) Beholding 
Their own womenfolk crying "O Krsna ! O Balarama!" even like cows seized by a robber, the 
two Brothers ran in pursuit. (27) Shouting Their assurance of safety in the words "Do not be 
afraid |" with a sal tree in hand, the two nimble-footed Brothers ran with quick steps and 
speedily overtook that vile Guhyaka (Yaksa). (28) Shuddering to perceive the two Brothers, 
close upon his heels like Kala (the Time-Spirit) and Death personified, the fool abandoned 
the womenfolk and ran post-haste with intent to save his life. (29) Intending to snatch the 
jewel on his head, Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) chased him whithersoever he ran; while 
Bala stood guard over the women. (30) Approaching him as though he were not very far off, 
the almighty Lord severed the head of that evil-minded fellow, including the jewel on his crest 
with a (stroke of) His fist, O dear Pariksit ! (31) Having thus slain Sankhactda and taking his 
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splendid gem, He lovingly presented it to His elder brother in the presence of the women, who 
stood looking on (with wonder). (32) 


Thus ends the thirty-fourth discourse entitled "The Lord slays Sankhacada", 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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Discourse XXXV 


The Gopis' song in pairs of verses 
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Sri Suka began again : On Sri Krsna having proceeded to the forest (for pasturing the 


cattle), the cowherd women (whose mind accompanied Him to the forest) spent their days 
in anguish, loudly singing His pastimes. (1) 
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The Gopis sang : When SriKrsna (the Bestower of Liberation) plays on the flute, applied 
to His lips—the holes of which are (gently) touched by His delicate fingers—dancing His 
eyebrows, His left cheek inclined towards (the root of) His left arm, O cowherd women, the 
consorts of the Siddhas (flying through the air), accompanied by the Siddhas (their spouses), 
are struck with wonder to hear that music and, blushing to find their mind made a target of 
the shafts of love, fall into a trance, forgetful of their skirts (that get loosened and unsettled 
in that helpless state). (2-3) 
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Oh. hear of this strange phenomenon, O delicate women ! When this Darling of Nanda— 
on whose bosom smiling with pear-necklaces shines Goddess Laksmi (in the form ofa 
golden streak) like a stationary flash of lightning—sounds His flute, bringing delight to the 
afflicted people (smitten with the pangs of separation from Him), herds of bulls in Vraja as 
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well as deer and cows (in the forest), stand with erect ears, as though they were asleep or 
painted, their mind captivated by the music of the flute heard from a distance, and mouthfuls 
of grass pressed between their teeth (without being swallowed). (4-5) 
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Whenever the aforesaid Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), accompanied by Bala 
and putting on the garb of a wrestler decorated with a tuft of peacock-feathers and tender 
leaves, and painted with minerals (of various colours) O friend, calls the cows by their names 
(through the notes of His flute) in the company of (other) cowherds, the (inanimate) rivers too 
find their flow retarded and stand with their arms (in the shape of waves) thrown into motion 
(as if to fold the Lord in their embrace), and (when foiled in their attempt) yearning for the dust 
of His lotus-feet borne by the breeze but eventually with their waters stilled (as though in 
despair), possessed as they are of poor merit like ourselves. (6-7) 
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Whenever Sri Krsna, possessed of everlasting fortune like Lord Visnu (the most ancient 
Person) and with His prowess sung in extenso (even as in the case of Lord Visnu) by His 
followers, calls by their (respective) names the cows grazing on the slopes of the mountain 
(Govardhana) with the help of His flute, while roaming about in the forest (Himself), the 
creepers of the forest as well as the trees (their partners in life), laden as they are with flowers 
and fruits, appear with their boughs bent low under their weight and with their frames thrilled 
through (ecstasy of) love shed streams of honey as though manifesting (the all-pervading) 
Lord Visnu (indwelling them in the form of rapture). (8-9) 
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When Sri Krsna, wearing (on His forehead) a sacred mark (so) charming to look at, 

applies the flute to His lips, admiring the high-pitched and agreeable humming of swarms of 
black bees drunk with the honey of Tulasi (basil) flowers forming part of His wreath of sylvan 
flowers and emitting an ethereal fragrance, the cranes, swans and other birds (dwelling) in 
lakes, dear me, approach Sri Hari, their heart captivated by the dulcet music (of the flute), 
and flock by His side with their mind (fully) collected and eyes closed and observing 
(complete) silence. (10-11) 
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When, accompanied by Bala and gracefully adorned with floral ear-rings, and standing 
on the summits of the mountain (Govardhana), O beauties of Vraja, Sri Krsna fills the 
universe with the sound of His flute, enrapturing all and filled with delight (Himself), the cloud 
rumbles in gentle tones (as if) keeping time with His tune, and afraid at heart (as it were) of 
showing disrespect to the Great One, and covers his Friend with a shower of flowers (in the 
form of spray), spreading over Him an umbrella with his shadow. (12-13) 
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When, placing the flute between His lips, ruddy as a (ripe) Bimba fruit, O Yasoda (a 
virtuous lady), your Son, an expert in the various games played by cowherds, evolves varied 
original tunes in the domain of flute-playing, the chiefs of the gods headed by Indra, Lord Siva 
(the god of destruction) and Brahma (the highest functionary of the universe) listen to that 
music again and again with their neck and mind inclined (towards the quarter from which the 
sound comes) and, unable to penetrate into its subtleties, learned as they are, fall into 
confusion. (14-15) 
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When, playing on His flute, Sri Krsna walks with the gait of an elephant (the foremost of 
all creatures in point of bulk), soothing the pain of the soil of Vraja caused by the hoofs of the 
cattle (treading on it) by (the soles of) His own (tender) feet resembling the petals of alotus 
and bearing the weird marks of a flag, thunderbolt, lotus and goad, we—in whom are fire of 
love is kindled by His amorous glances and who are reduced to the (insensate) state of trees 
by (the sight of) His (graceful) movements—are no longer conscious of our braid or (even) 
of our dress due to infatuation. (16-17) 
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Whenever, wearing (a string of) beads (of various colours) and counting the (herds of) 
cows (with the help of those beads) and resting His arm on the shoulder of a loving follower, 
SriKrsna, adorned with a wreath of Tulasi flowers, the fragrance of which is (so) dear to Him, 
sings somewhere (on His flute), the she-deer, the companions of black antelopes, whose 
mind is carried away by the music of His sounding flute, continue to be with Sri Krsna, the 
ocean of virtues, once they meet Him, having abandoned like (us,) the cowherd women (all) 
hopes of returning to their home. (18-19) 
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When, having gaily decorated Himself with wreaths of jasmine flowers, and surrounded 
by cowherd boys and His cattle-wealth, your Darling, Sri Krsna (Nanda's Son), O sinless 
YaSoda, sports on the bank of the Yamuna, giving delight to His loving companions, a gentle 
breeze fans Him agreeably, welcoming Him by its cool and fragrant touch like that of sandal- 
paste; and hosts of demigods (Gandharvas and others), who play the role of panegyrists, wait 
upon Him with their instrumental and vocal music and offerings (of various kinds and thereby 
delay His return to Vraja). (20-21) 
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With intent to grant the desire of His near and dear ones, here comes Sri Krsna (a 
veritable moon) born of Devaki's womb—who is (so) fond of the people of Vraja as well as 
of the cows, for whose sake He held up the mountain (for full seven days)—collecting all the 
Cattle-wealth at the close of the day, (nay,) playing on His flute and bringing delight to the eyes 
of all even by the splendour of His fatigued person, His feet being adored on the way by the 
oldest of the old (Brahma and others), His glory being sung by His followers and His garland 
covered all over with the dust raised by the hoofs of the cattle. (22-23) 


aguictgrarstaent arfriiafatters feard | 
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With His eyes somewhat rolling through inebriety and His face turned pale as a (ripening) 
plum, lighting up as He does His soft cheeks with the splendour of His gold ear-rings, Sri 
Krsna (the Lord of the Yadus)—who is adorned with a wreath of sylvan flowers, wears a 
cheerful countenance and bestows honour on His near and dear ones—is coming over there 
even as the moon at the close of day, sporting as the leader of a herd of elephants and 
relieving the daylong and endless agony (of separation) of the women of Vraja (who are as 
docile and deserving of protection as cows). (24-25) 


aye Sart 
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Sri Suka continued : In this way, Oh Pariksit, the women of Vraja, whose intellect and 
mind were absorbed in Him and who were therefore full of great rejoicing, delightfully spent 
their time (even) during the day, celebrating in song the pastimes of Sri Krsna. (26) 


Thus ends the thirty-fifth discourse entitled "The Gopis' Song in pairs of Verses", 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse XXXVI 
Karnsa sends Akrira to Vraja to bring Sri Krsna and Balarama to Mathura 
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Sri Suka began again : Some time after (Sri Krsna’s return from the forest) there came 
to Vraja Arista, a demon disguised as a bull with a huge body and a large hump, shaking the 
earth (already) torn by his hoofs. (1) He was bellowing very harshly and breaking the earth 
with his hoofs; (nay,) uplifting his tail he was throwing up the mounds of earth with the ends 
of his horns and was (at the same time) discharging dung and urine in small quantities (at 
intervals), and staring with unwinking eyes. At his violent and thunder-like roar, O dear 
Pariksit, cows and women were prematurely delivered of their offspring at an initial or 
advanced stage of gestation indeed through fear, and clouds settled on his hump mistaking 
itforahillock. (2—4) Perceiving that animal with sharp horns the cowherds andcowherdesses 
felt dismayed and the cattle fled in terror leaving Vraja far behind, O king! (5) Crying "Krsna! 
O Enchanter of all !!" they all sought Govinda as their refuge. Observing this and reassuring 
the people of Vraja, driven off by fright, in the words "Do not be afraid !" the Lord too 


challenged the diabolical bull saying, "What will you gain, O fool, through the cattle and the 
cowherds being terrified thus, O vilest creature ? (6-7) Here am | to crush the pride, born of 
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might, of the wicked and evil-minded like you !" Slapping His arms (by way of challenge to 
a duel) and provoking Arista by means of the sound produced thereby, the immortal Sri Hari 
stood stretching His serpent-like arm on the shoulder of a boy companion. Thus angered, 
the aforesaid Arista too rushed towards Sri Krsna in fury, furrowing the earth with his hoofs, 
the clouds dispersing at the touch of his erect tail. (8-9) With the ends of his horns thrust 
forward and his bloodshot eyes remaining winkless the animal darted forthwith towards Sri 
Krsna even like the thunderbolt hurled by Indra, threatening Him with his side-glances. (10) 
Seizing him by the horns, the Lord actually pushed him back, like an elephant driving a rival 
elephant, to a distance of eighteen steps. (11) Knocked down by the Lord, the bull quickly 
rose again and, filled with fury, rushed forward sweating all over and breathing hard. (12) 
Seizing tightly the demon by the horns, even as he came rushing, and throwing him to the 
ground, the Lord set His foot on him and (pressing him at one end with His feet) wrung him 
evenas a drenched cloth; and (then) pulling his horn struck him with ittill he fell prostrate.(13) 
Vomiting blood, discharging urine and dung profusely and throwing up his feet with his eyes 
rolling, the demon experienced (great) agony and (eventually) met his end at the hands of 
Death (himself in the disguise of Sri Krsna, the Destroyer of Death). The gods (in heaven) 
applauded Sri Hari, covering Him with flowers. (14) Having thus disposed of the (demon in 
the form of a) bull and being glorified by His own kinsmen (the cowherds), Sri Krsna (the feast 
of the Gopis' eyes) accompanied by Bala (who had joined him on hearing of his encounter 
with the bull) entered Vraja (once more). (15) 
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The demon Arista having been slain by Sri Krsna of miraculous deeds, the holy Narada, 
who was gifted with divine vision, presently (called on and) told Karnsa of the female child . 
(which was supposed to be the eighth progeny of Devaki and had escaped death* at his 
hands) being (as a matter of fact) a daughter of Yasoda, as well as of Sri Krsna being the 
(eighth) offspring of Devaki, and of Balarama being a son of Rohini as also of the two 
Brothers—by whom Karhsa's men (agents) had been actually made short work of—having 
been placed by the terrified Vasudeva (Their real father) in the charge of his friend, Nanda, 
Karnsa, the chief of the Bhojas, whose mind was agitated through anger to hear this 
(revelation), snatched a sharp-edged sword with the intention of killing Vasudeva. Stopped 


* Vide verses 7 to 13 of Discourse IV. 
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(however) by Narada and coming to know (from the same sage) of the two Sons of Vasudeva 
to have been ordained (by Providence) to be his Death, he bound Vasudeva alongwith his 
wife (Devaki) with iron fetters. The celestial sage having (now) returned (to his abode in the 
highest heaven), Karhsa conferred with Keéi and despatched him (to Vraja) with the order 
"Let Balarama and Kesava (SriKrsna) be disposed of (by you) !" Summoning in his presence 
Mustika, Canira, Sala, ToSalaka and others (who were renowned experts in wrestling) as 
well as his ministers and keepers of elephants, Karnsa (the king of the Bhojas) then said, "O! 
Let this (command of mine) be listened to (and obeyed forthwith), O heroic Cantra and 
Mustika ! (16—22) | hear the two sons of Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva). Balarama and Krsna, 
are dwelling in Nanda's Vraja; at their hands I am told has my death been decreed. (23) Let 
the two boys, when arrived here, be killed by you in a game of wrestling. Let galleries of 
diverse designs be erected (in the form of an amphitheatre) round the arena forthe 
wrestlers, (and) let all the people of the city as well as of the country (the kingdom of 
Mathura) witness the voluntary combat. (24) O keeper of (my) elephants, O blessed one, 
let the (mighty) elephant Kuvalayapida be brought to (and stationed at) the (main) entrance 
of the amphitheatre (and) kill through it my two (juvenile) enemies. (25) Leta bow-sacrifice 
(in which Lord Siva is worshipped in the form of a bow and which is recommended in the 
works on Siva-Worship as conducive to victory over enemies) be commenced with due 
ceremony on the (coming) fourteenth lunar day (which is held particularly sacred to Lord 
Siva). Let the priests immolate animals, fit to be sacrificed, to Lord Siva (the Ruler of the 
spirits and popularly worshipped even to this day at Mathura under the name of Sri 
Bhitegwara), the Bestower of (all) boons." (26) 
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Having thus commanded his servants, Karnsa (who was well-versed in the methods of 
achieving his personal ends) summoned AkrUra, the foremost of the Yadus (and a kinsman 
of Vasudeva), and, clasping his hand with his own, addressed him as follows:—(27) “O chief 
of the charitably disposed, let an act of friendship be done to me. None else is more honoured 
and more friendly (to me) than you in the race of the Bhojas and the Vrsnis. (28) | therefore 
depend on you, O gentle one, as the means of accomplishing a great purpose, (even) as the 
mighty Indra attained his end (in the form of sovereignty of the three worlds, that had been 
usurped by Bali (the demon king), depending as he did on Lord Visnu (descendedin the form 
of Vamana’, the Divine Dwarf, his younger Brother). (29) Proceed (at once) to Nanda's Vraja; 


* For the story of Lord Vamana see Discourses XVIII to XXIII of Book Eight. 
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there reside the two sons of Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva). ( Please) bring them both here in 
this chariot; let there be no delay. (30) My death, | understand, has been pre-ordained at the 
hands of the younger one by the gods, who have their (sole) refuge in Visnu. (Therefore) fetch 
them alongwith the Gopas headed by Nanda and equipped with tributes of various kinds.(31) 
| shall have them despatched, when brought down here, by my elephant (Kuvalayapida), 
who is as good as Death (himself). If (however) they escape it, | shall get them killed by 
wrestlers (fierce) like thunderbolts. (32) On the two brothers having been killed | shall do 
away with their afflicted kinsmen—the Vrsnis, the Bhojas and the Dagarhas—headed by 
Vasudeva, as well as my aged father, Ugrasena, who is anxious to regain his sovereignty, 
his (younger) brother, Devaka, and whoever else are my enemies. (33-34) And then this 
earth, O friend, will be rid of (all its) thorns, Jarasandha is (my father-in-law and therefore as 
good as) my father; while Dwivida (the monkey-chief) is my beloved friend. (35) (Even so) 
Sambara, Naraka and Bana have (all) entered into alliance with me. Destroying with their 
help (all) kings who are siding with the gods, | shall rule over the (entire) globe (myself). (36) 
Knowing this (but not disclosing my intention to the people of Vraja), fetch the two youngsters, 
Balarama and Krsna, here at once so as to enable them to witness the bow-sacrifice as well 
as to behold the splendour of Mathura (the capital of the Yadus)." (37) 


AEX SATA 
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Akrira replied : Well-thought out is your remedy against the evil that stares you in the 
face. One should (however) keep one's mind balanced in success and failure; for it is 
Providence that procures the fruit of our endeavours. (38) Man entertains high aspirations, 


even though they are thwarted by Providence, and (thus) meets with joy and grief. 
Nevertheless | shall do your bidding. (39) 


AYP SAT 
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Sti Suka continued: Having thus instructed Akrura and sent away his counsellors, 
Karhsa retired into the gynaeceum and Akrira too returned to his house. (40) 


Thus ends the thirty-sixth discourse entitled "Karisa despatches Akrira (to Vraja)", 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXXVII 
The demon Vyoma slain (by the Lord) 
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Sri Suka began again : Despatched by Karnsa* and anxious to oblige him, the aforesaid 
Keéi of evilintent, for his part, went to Nanda's Vraja in the form ofa colossal horse—quick 
as thought, with big eyes, a fearful cave-like mouth and a huge neck and resembling a large 
dark cloud—pounding and shaking the earth with its hoofs crowding the firmament with 
clouds and aerial cars dispersed by its manes and terrifying all with its neighs.t (1-2) Placing 
Himself in the forefront, the Lord challenged the (diabolical) horse, that was frightening (the 
inhabitants of) His Vraja with its neighs as aforesaid, throwing the clouds into commotion by 
the hair of its tail and seeking after Him for a duel; and the animal roared loudly like a lion 
(when thus challenged). (3) Beholding Him, the animal—which was not only difficult to 
approach and possessed of terrible speed but formidable too—turned round and ran towards 


Him full of rage and, drinking the heavens as it were with its (wide open) mouth struck the 
lotus-eyed Lord with its (hind) legs. (4) Dodging the stroke and seizing the horse by its 


nl 


* Vide verses 20-21 of Discourse XXXVI above. 
+ Verse 2 has not been commented upon by Sridhara Swami. 
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(aforesaid) legs, Sri Krsna (who is above sense-perception) whirled it in a rage with His arms 
and, flinging it disdainfully to a distance of a hundred bows (four hundred cubits), even as 
Garuda (son of the sage Kagyapa) would throwa serpent, stood as before (as if nothing had 
happened). (5) Having recovered its senses and rising up again, the said Kegi rushed 
towards Sri Hari with (great) speed, opening its mouth in fury. He too smilingly thrust His left 
arm into its mouth (as playfully) as a snake-charmer would put a serpent into a hole. (6) 
Touching the Lord's arm the teeth of Kesi dropped down as they would on touching a heated 
iron rod. Nay, finding its way into its body, the arm of Sri Krsna (the Supreme Spirit) swelled 
to an enormous degree, even as (the fluid collected in the body of a man suffering from) the 
disease of dropsy would if neglected. (7) With its breath choked by the immensely swelling 
arm of Sri Krsna and its eyes rolling, and profusely sweating all over, the animal dropped 
dead on the ground throwing up its legs and passing excrement. (8) Drawing out His arm from 
its dead body, which resembled a (ripe) cucumber (that had burst open at several places), 
the mighty-armed Lord, who had killed the enemy without any effort and (therefore) stood 
unelated, was glorified by the highly amazed gods (lit., the denizens of heaven), who 
showered flowers (on Him). (9) 
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Approaching Sri Krsna, who was unwearied in action, Narada (the celestial sage), the 
foremost of the Lord's votaries, O protector of men, spoke to Him in secret as follows:—(10) 
"O Krsna of incomprehensible character, O Enchanter of all, O Master of Yoga (possessed 
of inconceivable powers), O Ruler of the universe, O Vasudeva (present in all beings), the 
Abode of all, the foremost of the Yadus, O almighty Lord ! (11) You are the one Spirit, 
indwelling all created beings and remaining concealed like the fire hidden in logs of wood, 
nay, enshrined inside the intellect, the Witness (of all), the Supreme Person, the almighty 
Lord. (12) Depending on Your own Self, You evolved the three Gunas at the dawn of creation 
by Your Maya (creative energy), which is (no other than) Your own Self; and with their help 
You create, protect and absorb (into Your own Self) this (visible) universe, unfailing of 
purpose and almighty as You are. (13) As such You have descended (in the world of matter) 
for the annihilation of demons, goblins and ogres born as kings (lit.,.the conservators of the 
earth) and for the protection of the virtuous (who are the living standards of morality). (14) 
Luckily enough by You, has been sportfully slain this demon (KeSi) in the form of a horse, 
frightened by whose neighs the gods (whose eyelids never fall) evacuated heaven. (15) 
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The day after tomorrow | shall see CAntra and Mustika and other wrestlers as well as 
the elephant (Kuvalayapida) and Kamsa (himself) slain by You, O almighty Lord ! (16) After 
that | shall witness the death (at Your hands) of the demon Paficajana (living in the form of 
aconch), the lonian hero (Kalayavana) and the demon Mura as well as of Naraka and (also) 
the carrying off (from heaven) of the (celestial) Parijata tree and the discomfiture of Indra 
(who will try to thwart Your purpose). (17) | shall also behold the espousal (by You) of the 
daughters of heroes—which will be distinguished by the fact that show of valour will be the 
(only) price paid by You (for the same) and so on, and shall (further) witness the deliverance 
of King Nrga at Dwaraka from sin (in the shape of unwittingly giving away a Brahmana's 
cow as his own, for which he was hurled into the womb of a chameleon), O Lord of the 
universe! (18) | shall also witness the acceptance (by You) of the (brilliant) gem Syamantaka 
alongwith Jambavati (for Your wife from the bear chief Jambavan) as well as the restoration 
to a Brahmana of his deceased son to be brought by You from Your own divine Abode (the 
realm of Mahakala). (19) | shall (further) witness the destruction (by You) of King Paundraka 
and later on the setting on fire of the city of Kasi (the modern Varanasi) and (even so) the 
death (at Your hands) of Dantavaktra and (earlier) of SiSupala (the king of Cedi) in the course 
ofagreat sacrifice (viz., the Rajasya sacrifice to be performed by Emperor Yudhisthira). (20) 
| shall also witness those feats of valour that You will perform while residing in Dwaraka and 
which will be celebrated in song by the poets on earth. (21) | shall then behold the 
extermination of a number of Aksauhinis (in the course of the great Mahabharata war) by 
Yourself as Arjuna's charioteer and assuming the role of Kala (the Time-Spirit) actually bent 
on the dissolution of this (visible) universe. (22) 
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We approach (for protection) the almighty Lord (in You), who is pure consciousness 
personified, who has fully achieved all His ends by virtue of His being established in His own 
(blissful) existence, whose desire never fails to yield its fruit and by whose effulgence (in the 
form of consciousness) the stream of the three Gunas (in the shape of the world-process), 
having its origin in Maya, is ever shut out from Him. (23) | bow to You, the self-dependent 
almighty Lord who has evolved this (varied) creation out ofall these differentiated categories 
(the Mahat-tattva etc.) brought forth by His own Maya (creative energy), and who has now 
for the sake of sport assumed a human semblance as the foremost of the Yadus, the Vrsnis 
and the Satvatas. (24) 
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Sri Suka continued : Having thus bowed low to Sri Krsna, the Lord of the Yadus, and 
gladly permitted by Him, the sage Narada, the foremost of the Lord's devotees, who was filled 
with ecstatic delight at His sight, departed (for his abode in Satyaloka). (25) Having made 
short work of the demon Kedi in a (personal) combat, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) 
too continued to tend the cattle as usual in the company of the cowherd boys, who were 
(deeply) attached to Him, bringing delight (thereby) to (the entire) Vraja. (26) Once, while 
pasturing the cattle on the mountain heights, the cowherd boys played various games of 
(cleverly) smuggling others' goods under the guise of thieves and guards. (27) Of them some 
played the part of thieves and others acted as watchmen, Oprotector of men; while still others 
of the Gopas played the role of rams. In this way they sported fearlessly. (28) Maya's son 
Vyoma (a demon), who was adept in great conjuring tricks and who made his appearance 
there in the guise of a cowherd boy, often playing the part of a thief, carried away many 
cowherd boys that were playing the role of rams. (29) Laying down each cowherd boy he 
carried away into a mountain cave, the mighty demon closed its entrance with a (large) slab. 
(In this way only) four or five (of the Gopas) remained (outside the cave). (30) Perceiving that 
work of the demon, Sri Krsna, who affords protection to the righteous, forcibly seized Him 
even as he was carrying away the cowherd boys, just as a lion would seize a wolf. (31) 
Resuming his natural (demoniac) form, resembling a huge mountain, the powerful demon, 
who was feeling pained by the grip, sought to extricate himself but could not. (32) Catching 
hold of the demon by the arms and dashing him to the ground, Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), 
made short work of him by gagging him and squeezing his windpipe while the gods in heaven 
stood looking on. (33) Having broken asunder the rock that blocked the mouth of the cave 
and rescuing the cowherd boys from their uncomfortable situation, and being glorified by the 
gods as well as the Gopas, the Lord withdrew to His (realm of) Vraja. (34) 


Thus ends the thirty-seventh discourse entitled “The demon Vyoma slain," 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharhsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Having spent that night" at Mathura (the city founded by the 
demon Madhu), the high-minded Akrira too mounted a chariot and drove to Nanda's 
Vraja.(1) Proceeding along the road the highly blessed one developed supreme devotion to 
the lotus-eyed Lord and thought as follows adopting the following line of reasoning:—(2) 
"What noble act has been performed, (nay,) what supreme austerity has been gone through 
or again what gift has been bestowed on a worthy recipient by me, by virtue of which | am 
going to behold Sri Krsna (the Protector of even Brahma and Lord Siva) ? (3) | consider it 
as difficult for me—whose mindis given to sensuous pleasures—to gain the sight of Lord Sri 
Krsna of excellent renown as a recital of the Vedas is for one born of Sudra parents. (4) 
(Rather) | should not think like that. Even to me, a vile creature, the sight of Sri Krsna, (the 
immortal Lord) must be vouchsafed; (for, though) borne away by the stream of Time, one may 
get to the shore (the end of mundane existence) some time. (5) (All) my evil has been 
destroyed today; nay, my birth too has become fruitful in that | shall bow to the lotus-feet of 
the almighty Lord, that are fit to be meditated upon by Yogis (those given to contemplation). 
(6) Ah, Karnsa has done me a great favour today; (for) despatched by him (to Vraja) | shall 
behold the lotus- feet of Sri Hari, descended in the world of matter—feet by the splendour 
of whose spherical nails people in the past have got over the darkness of ignorance, so 
difficult to cross over, (nay) which are adored by gods headed by Brahma and Lord Siva (the 
Source of the universe), by the divine Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) as well as 
by sages and devotees; which move about in the forest alongwith their followers for the 
purpose of pasturing the cows, and which are tinged with the saffron paint on the bosom of 
cowherd women. (7-8) | shall surely behold the countenance of Sri Krsna (the Bestower of 
Liberation) with lovely cheeks and a shapely nose and with reddish lotus-like eyes casting 
smiling glances, and overhung by curly locks; forthe deer walkto my right indeed.t (9) If there 
comes about today a meeting with Lord Visnu, the home of loveliness, who has of His own 


i 


* This has reference to verse 40 of Discourse XXXVI above. 
+ According to the science of omens this is considered to be a propitious omen as is borne out by the following verse:— 
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free will assumed a human semblance for relieving the burden of the earth, there is no 
denying the fact that my eyes will have easily attained the fruit of their existence. (10) He is 
the Spectator of the cause as well as of the effect, though (entirely) free from egotism; in Him 
ignorance (veiling one's real character) as well as the notion of difference (resulting from it) 
and the misconception arising from such a notion stand eliminated by His own effulgence (in 
the form of eternal realization of His own essential character) and He is seen (sporting) in 
arbours (or the dwellings of the Gopis of Vraja) in the company of Jivas (embodied souls) 
endowed with the vital principle, senses and mind and evolved in His own Self by His Maya 
(creative energy) under His own supervision. (11) 
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(Nay,) utterances connected with His excellences (compassion etc.), exploits and 
descents that wipe out the sins of all and are attended with (all) excellent blessings actually 
give (new) life and grace and lend sanctity to the universe while those removed from them 
are (though adorned with figures of speech and other elegances) considered to be as good 
as a (finely dressed and well-adorned) corpse. (12) Descended, as | understand in the race 
of the Satvatas (Yadus) in order to bring happiness to the foremost of the immortals 
maintaining the ethical standards set up by Himself, the same Lord is living (at present) in 
Vraja, spreading (far and wide) His glory which the gods (ever) celebrate in song as the 
source of all blessings. (13) | shall surely behold today that very Lord, who is the goal of 
exalted souls and the preceptor (of the whole universe) and exhibits a form which is loved 
by (all) the three worlds, provides a grand feast to those that have eyes and is the coveted 


Abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity); (for) all these mornings have revealed 
good omens to me. (14) 
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Alighted from the chariot immediately afterwards, | shall certainly bow at the feet of the 

almighty Lords (of the universe), the foremost Persons (Balarama and SriKrsna)—which are 
(only) cherished in their mind by (great) Yogis for Self-Realization (but are never seen by 
them)—and alongwith Them | shall greet Their friends (the cowherd boys) as well as the 
(other) inhabitants of Vraja (consisting mainly of a woodland). (15) Will the Lord place on my 
head, when | am fallen at the soles of His feet, His own lotus-like palm, that has given 
assurances of safety to men terrified by the speed of the serpent of Time and seeking shelter 
(at His feet)? (16) Placing articles of worship in (the hollow of) that palm, Kausika (a former 
Indra) attained the rulership of (all) the three worlds and pouring water into it the demon Bali 
(the celebrated demon king and devotee) secured (a title to) the sovereignty of the three 
worlds. Nay, it relieved by its (soft and fragrant) touch the fatigue of the women of Vraja during 
the Rasa-Play, emitting as it did the fragrance of a Saugandhika (a particular species of lotus, 
so-called because of its remarkable fragrance). (17) Even though | have been sent by Kammsa 
as his messenger, Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord)—who is omniscient and the Knower of all 
bodies and who witnesses with His unclouded vision the activity of the mind, existing as He 
does inside as well as outside the latter—will not (Il am sure) harbour a feeling of enmity 
towards me. (18) If He smilingly looks on me—fallen at the soles of His feet with a fully 
controlled mind and joined palms—with a compassionate eye, | shall forthwith be absolved 
from all sins and, completely rid of (all) fear (of rebirth etc.), experience supreme bliss. (19) 
Again, when He folds in His long arms me, his most sincere friend and kinsman exclusively 
devoted to Him, my body will at once be actually turned into a (veritable) sanctuary and my 
bonds in the form of Karma will fall off from it. (20) When | have thus enjoyed His (blissful) 
embrace and stand bowing low (before Him) with joined palms, Sri Krsna (of wide renown) 
will address me in the words 'Uncle Akrira !' Then (alone) will my birth be fruitful. Fie upon 
that birth of him whois not accepted as His own by SriKrsna (the Supreme Lord). (21) Neither 
is anyone beloved of Him, much less His dearest friend, nor again is anyone unwelcome, 
much less hateful or even worthy of being treated with indifference. Nevertheless He loves 
His devotees (alone) in the same way as they do, justas a wish-yielding tree grants the desire 
of men (only) when approached (by them). (22) Further His elder Brother (Balarama), the 
foremost of the Yadus, would smilingly embrace me—bowing low (before Him)—and 
conduct me; caught by my joined palms into the house and will enquire in detail of me, when 
| have received all attentions, about the conduct of Karnsa towards His kinsfolk." (23) 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus contemplating on Sri Krsna all the way, Akrira (the son of 
Swaphalka) arrived in Vraja in the chariot, while the sun reached the western hill (horizon), 
O protector of men. (24) He beheld in Vraja the footprints of Sri Krsna—the sacred dust of 
whose feet is borne on their crown by the guardians of all the worlds—which served as the 
ornaments of the earth and were distinguished by the marks of a lotus, a grain of barley, a 
goad and so on. (25) His impatience having been immensely heightened by the joy derived 
from their sight, his hair standing on end through love and his eyes bedimmed with tear- 
drops, he jumped down from the chariot and rolled on the footprints exclaiming, "Oh ! these 
are the particles of dust of the Lord's feet |" (26) This much is the end to be attained by those 
invested with a body, viz., that giving up hypocrisy, fear and worry, they should cultivate 
through the sight of Sri Hari's images, the hearing of His praises and so on that ecstatic mood 

which was felt by AkrUra from the time he received the mandate (from Karnsa). (27) 
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(Presently) he saw in Vraja Sti Krsna and Balarama with eyes resembling a pair of 
autumnal lotuses, (severally) wearing yellow and blue garments and present in the yard 
where cows were milked. (28) They were (mere) lads, dark-brown and fair (in complexion 
respectively) the abodes of grace, with long arms and a lovely countenance, the foremost 
among the charming and having the prowess of young elephants. (29) The two high-souled 
Brothers were gracing (the soil of) Vraja by Their feet distinguished with the marks of a flag, 
the thunderbolt, a goad and a lotus and were casting (all round) glances accompanied with 
smiles full of compassion. (30) Having bathed, they had put on immaculate clothes, were 
besmeared all over with sandal-paste which emitted a delightful odour and adorned with 
necklaces of jewels and garlands of sylvan flowers and were engaged in noble and charming 
pastimes. (31) They were the two foremost and most ancient Persons, the Causes as well 
as the Rulers of the universe, descended for the sake of the world in Their all-blissful essence 
as Balarama and KeSava (Sri Krsna). (32) (Shining) like a rock of emerald and another of 
silver, covered with gold, the two (divine) Brothers were ridding the quarters of their darkness 
with Their own effulgence, O Pariksit ! (33) Hastily jumping down from the chariot and 
overwhelmed with affection, the aforesaid Akrura fell prostrate at the feet of Balarama and 
Sri Krsna. (34) With his eyes blinded by tears of joy brought by the sight of the Lord and 
his frame covered with bristling hair, he was unable even to introduce himself (by uttering 
his name) due to his throat being choked (with emotion), O protector of men ! (85) Coming 
to know him (as well as of his intention through inference), the Lord (who is so fond of those 
who are bent low before Him), drew Akrira towards and near Him with His hand 
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characterized by the mark of a discus and, full of delight, embraced him. (36) The high- 
minded Sankarsana (Balarama) too hugged Akriira bowing low (before him) and, clasping 
his (joined) palms with His own took him to His house in the company of His younger 
Brother (Sri Krsna). (37) 
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Then, enquiring about his safe arrival and giving him an excellent seat, Balarama washed 
his feet with due ceremony and fetched (for him) an offering called Madhuparka (consisting 
of honey, clarified butter and curds). (38) Again, bestowing on the guest a cow and 
massaging him, weary as he was, the almighty Lord respectfully and with (great) reverence 
brought (for him) pure food endowed with manifold excellences. (39) When he had finished 
his meals, Balarama, who knew the highest Dharma (in the shape of hospitality shown to a 
newcomer and so on), gave him supreme joy again by (lovingly) offering him articles (such 
as betel and cardamoms) intended to scent his mouth (after meals) as well as perfumes and 
garlands. (40) When he had thus been shown (the customary) hospitality, Nanda enquired 
of him:—"Like the sheep having a butcher for their keeper, how are you getting on while the 
ruthless Karnsais alive, O Akrira (a scion of Dagarha)? (41) We wonder what safety, in truth 
could there be to you, the subjects of him who killed the babes of his screaming cousin 
(Devaki) a wicked fellow given to the gratification of His own self that he is." (42) Duly greeted 
thus with polite words by Nanda, who had (already) been subjected to (similar) polite 
enquiries, Akrira forgot the fatigue of his journey. (43) 


Thus ends the thirty-eighth discourse entitled "Akrara's arrival (in Vraja)" in the first 
half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Discourse XXXIX 


Departure of Sri Krsna and Balarama for Mathura 
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Sri Suka began again : Having been comfortably seated on a couch and greatly 
honoured by Balarama and Sri Krsna, Akrira actually realized all the aspirations that he 
had entertained on his way (to Vraja). (1) What remains unattainable when the Lord, 
who is the Abode of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) is pleased ? Nevertheless 
those exclusively devoted to Him, O king, seek nothing as a matter of fact. (2) Having 
finished His supper, Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) enquired (of Akriira) about 
the conduct of Karnsa towards His kinsmen and what else was sought to be done by 
Him. (3) - 
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The glorious Lord said : O dear uncle, O gentle one, | hope you came safely (all the 
way). May all be well with you ! | believe no outrage has been perpetrated (by the tyrant 
Karnsa) against your friends, your kinsmen and other relations and good health 
.is enjoyed by them all. (4) So long as Karnsa—who, though passing by the name of 
my maternal uncle, is a (veritable) pestilence to my family—is thriving, O dear uncle, 
what good indeed is our asking about the welfare of our kinsmen and their progeny ? (5) 
Oh, (how) great has been the suffering of our noble parents for our sake; (for) it was due 
to us that the death of their (other) sons took place and it was on account of us that 
bondage was accepted by them. (6) Luckily (enough) has the sight of our kinsmen in 
yourself, O gentle one, been vouchsafed today to us, by whom it was (long) coveted. 
(Now) the motive of your visit (to Vraja), O dear uncle ! may (kindly) be communicated 

(to us). (7) 
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Sri Suka continued : Questioned by the Lord (as aforesaid), Akrira (a scion of Madhu) 
related (to Him) everything, viz., the inveteracy of Karhsa's enmity to the Yadus and his 
attempt to kill Vasudeva, (also) with what message and for what purpose Akrura himself had 
been sent by Karhsa as his emissary and what was communicated to him by Narada 
regarding His having been born of Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva). (8-9) Sri Krsna and Bala, the 
slayer of hostile warriors heartily laughed to hear the message of Akrura and apprised Their 
father, Nanda, of the king's command. (10) Nanda too duly instructed the Gopas (as 
follows):— "Let all the yield of the cows (in the shape of milk, curds and clarified butter) be 
collected. (Also) take (with you) presents (of various kinds) and let bullock-carts be got 
ready.(11) We shall proceed tomorrow to Mathura (the city founded by the demon Madhu) 
and (on arriving there) shall present to the king delicious substances (such as milk, curds and 
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ghee) and witness the grand festival (of a bow-sacrifice). | hear the people of the (entire) 
kingdom (of Mathura) are going (there)." Nanda, the chief of the Gopas, caused this to be 
proclaimed by the watchman all over his Vraja. (12) 
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The cowherd women, of whom so much has been said before, were sore distressed to 
hear at that time of Akrira having arrived in Vraja to take Balarama and Sri Krsna to the 
capital. (13) Some had the splendour of their countenance marred by the hot breaths 
proceeding from the agony caused by that news; others found their scarfs and bangles 
slipping off and their (braid-knots) loosened. (14) (Still) others, who had the functions of all 
their senses suspended by concentrated thought of Sri Krsna, had no consciousness left of 
their physical body, as though they had risen to the realm of the Spirit. (15) Other (cowherd) 
women fainted as they recalled the talks of Sri Krsna (a scion of Sura), which touched (the 
very chords of) their heart and consisted of wonderful expressions and were uttered with 
smiles full of love. (16) Thinking of the most graceful gait and movements, glances 
accompanied by loving smiles, jokes that dissipated grief and the extraordinary exploits of 
Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), the Gopis—who were terror-stricken and agitated by 
the (very) thought of the (impending) separation (from Sri Krsna), met together in groups and 
feelingly talked to one another the whole night (as follows) with tears on their faces and their 
mind absorbed in Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord). (17-18) 
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The Gopis said : O creator, there is no (trace of) compassion anywhere in you since, 
having united embodied souls through friendly behaviour and affection, you disunite them 
even when they have not yet (fully) realized their ambition. Your capricious acts are as 
aimless as the movements of a babe. (19) Having (once) revealed (to us) the face of SriKrsna 
(the Bestower of Liberation) with lovely cheeks and a prominent nose, (nay,) overhung by 
dark curly locks and charming with a gentle smile that dispels (all) grief, you are screening 
it from our view. This act of yours is far from good. (20) You are cruel indeed in that under 
the appellation of Akrira (not cruel) you are like an ignorant person taking away (from us) 
the eye, given by yourself, with which we witnessed all your creative skill (concentrated) in 
a single limb of Sri Krsna (the Slayer of the demon Madhu) ! (21) 
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Alas | the Darling of Nanda (Himself) whose friendship is (but) momentary, and who is 

fond of the new, does not even gaze on us, who have been enslaved by the spell cast by 
Himself and who directly sought His service renouncing our homes, relations, sons and 
husbands! (22) Happy will be the dawn following this night for the ladies of the city (of 
Mathura); (nay) their aspirations have been surely realized; (for) they will fondly gaze on the 
countenance—full of nectarean smiles exhibited by the corners of eyes—of Sri Krsna (the 
Lord of Vraja), even as He fearlessly enters the city. (23) How, then, will Sri Krsna (the 
Bestower of Liberation) return to us, helpless rustic women—even though He has got other 
relations (too in Vraja), and although He is self-possessed—when His mind is captivated by 
the utterances, sweet as honey, of those ladies (of Mathura), and remains deluded by their 
bashful smiles and amorous glances ? (24) Today surely a grand feast awaits (in Mathura) 
the eyes of the Dasarhas, the Bhojas, the Andhakas, the Vrsnis and the Satvatas—who will 
behold Sri Krsna (the Son of Yagoda, nicknamed as Devaki), the Spouse of Sri (the goddess 
of beauty and prosperity) and the (one) Abode of (all) excellences—as well as to the eyes 
of those that will see Him (driving) on the road (to Mathura). (25) 
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‘Akrura' (one who is not cruel) should not have been the name of such a ruthless fellow 
who is extremely hard-hearted in that he is going to take Sri Krsna (who is dearer than life) 
beyond the familiar path, not caring to comfort us (the womenfolk), sore distressed as we 
are.(26) Sri Krsna (whose mind is altogether devoid of the moisture of love) is (already) 
comfortably seated in the chariot and, following Him, these arrogant Gopas in their bullock- 
carts are urging Akrira to make haste. (On top of it) the aged ones have grown indifferent 
(do not interfere). And Fate too is working against us today ! (27) Let us politely approach 
Sri Krsna (a scion of Madhu) and stop Him. What harm can the elders of the race or our 


relations do to us, who stand deprived by Providence of Sri Krsna's company—which could 
not be easily forgone even for half a second—and are (so) distressed in mind ? (28) How shall 
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we. O cowherd women, be able in fact to get over the anguish of separation—which is so 
difficult to overcome—without Him in whose company a number of nights were spent by us 
as an instant in the Rasa assembly enlivened by His winsome smiles, charming whispers, 
playful glances and embraces, all of which were inspired by His love ? (29) How can we really 
survive without Him who—while entering Vraja at the close of the day, accompanied by 
Balarama (who is possessed of infinite strength) and surrounded by cowherd boys and 
playing on the flute, His curly locks and wreaths of flowers covered all over with the dust 
raised by the hoofs of the cows—used to captivate our mind with His sidelong glances full 
of smiles? (30) 
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Sri Suka went on : Talking (to one another) in this strain and sore afflicted at the thought 
of separation, the women of Vraja—whose mind was deeply attached to Sri Krsna—cried 
loudly, casting all bashfulness to the winds, “O Protector of cows, O Krsna (who was tied at 
the waist with a string by mother Yagoda), O Scion of Madhu !" (31) In spite of the womenfolk 
(of Vraja) wailing as aforesaid, now that the sun had risen, Akrura—who had (just) finished 
his (Sandhya) prayers to the sun-god and other devotions—presently drove his chariot (in 
the direction of Mathura). (32) The Gopas headed by Nanda thereupon closely followed him 
in their bullock-carts taking (with them) abundant presents including pitchers full of the yield 
of cows (in the shape of milk, curds and ghee). (33) The cowherd women too followed their 
beloved Sri Krsna (to a short distance) and delighted (to some extent by His turning round 
and casting loving glances at them) they paused (awhile) awaiting the Lord's message in 
reply to theirs (which had evidently been sent by them through some special messen- 
ger).(34) Observing them suffering agony as aforesaid at His departure, Sri Krsna (the 
foremost of the Yadus) comforted them with messages full of love, sent through a 
messenger, saying "| shall come (back)!" (35) As long as the flag (of Sri Krsna's chariot) was 
visible and so long as the dust raised by the chariot continued to be seen, the Gopis—who 
had sent their mind after the Lord—were seen (standing) like so many painted figures. (36) 
Hopeless of Govinda's return, they (all) retraced their steps and, rid of grief (by His loving 
assurances) passed their days and nights celebrating in songs the pastimes of their beloved 
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(On this side) the Lord, for His part, safely reached (about noon) with Balarama and 
Akrira, O protector of men, (the bank of) the Kalindi, that washes off (all) sin, in His chariot, 
swift as wind. (38) Washing there His hands and feet etc., and drinking of its sweet water 
green as an emerald, He went near a cluster of trees (where the chariot was made to stand) 
and got into the chariot alongwith Balarama. (39) Helping the two Brothers to get into the 
chariot and taking leave of Them, Akrura returned (for his midday devotions) to the pool 
(known by the name of Ananta-Tirtha or Brahmahrada) in the Yamuna and performed his 
ablutions with due ceremony. (40) Plunging in that water and muttering the (holy) Gayatri- 
Mantra (the essence of the eternal Veda), Akrira beheld (in the water) the same Balarama 
and Sri Krsna seated together. (41) (He said to Himself), "How can the two Sons of 
Anakadundubhi, who are seated in the chariot, be here ? In that case (if they are really here), 
they should not be in the chariot." Saying so he emerged from the water and perceived the 
two Brothers seated even there (in the chariot) as heretofore. He (therefore) took a plunge 
again saying (to himself), “Is my having seen Them in the water false?" (42-43) This time he 
saw in that very water, being glorified by Siddhas, Caranas, Gandharvas and Asuras with 
bent heads, the thousand-headed god Sesa (the lord of serpents) —with his thousand hoods 
protected by (the same number of) diadems—clad in blue (silk), (himself) white as a lotus 
fibre and rooted (there) like Mount Kailasa (the silvery mountain) with its (golden) peaks 
(corresponding to the diadems of Sesa). (44-45) He (further) beheld on the coils of the 
serpent-god Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person), dark-brown as a cloud, clad in yellow silk, 
possessed of four arms and eyes reddish like lotus petals, and looking (very) serene. (46) 
He wore a lovely and cheerful countenance with winsome smiles and glances, shapely 
eyebrows, a prominent nose, beautiful ears, charming cheeks and ruddy lips. (47) He had 
pretty long and plump arms, high shoulders, a breast which is the abode of Sri, a conch- 
shaped neck, a deep navel and a belly shaped like a leaf (of the Indian fig tree) and marked 
with folds. (48) He had bulky buttocks and hips and a pair of thighs, tapering like the outer 
edge of the hand from the wrist to the root of the little finger, a pair of well-formed knees as 
well as a pair of shapely shanks. (49) He had prominent ankles and was enveloped with rays 
of light radiating from the ruddy nails (of His toes) and had lotus-like feet charming with toes 
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and a pair of big toes tender as petals. (50) He shone resplendent with a diadem, bracelets 
and armlets set with most valuable gems, as well as with a girdle, a sacred thread, necklaces 
and pairs of anklets and ear-rings, and held a lotus (in one of His hands) anda conch, a discus 
and a mace (in the others). His breast was distinguished with a white curl of hair, the 
Kaustubha gem shining at His neck, and was adorned with a garland of sylvan flowers. (51-52) 
He was being glorified through praises expressive of divergent sentiments by attendants, the 
foremost of whom were Sunanda and Nanda (and who severally occupied the four quarters 
and the four intermediate points), the sage Sanaka and his three brothers (Sanandana, 
Sanatana and Sanatkumara, all of whom including Sanaka, were standing behind the Lord), 
the chiefs of gods, headed by Brahma and Lord Siva (all of whom occupied a position to His 
right), the nine foremost Brahmanas (Marici and others, who stood to His left), as well as by 
the foremost of the Lord's devotees of pure mind, such as Prahrada, Narada and the Vasu 
(Uparicara by name, all of whom stood in front of the Lord). (53-54) He was (also) waited upon 
(in living forms) by Sri (the goddess of beauty and good fortune), Pusti (the goddess presiding 
over nutrition), Saraswati (the goddess presiding over speech), Kanti (the goddess presiding 
over splendour), Kirti (the goddess presiding over glory), Tusti (the goddess presiding over 
contentment), lla (goddess Earth), Urja (the goddess presiding over omnipotence), Vidya 
(the goddess presiding over spiritual enlightenment conducive to Liberation), Avidya (the 
goddess presiding over nescience, which binds the Jiva to mundane existence), Sakti (the 
foremost of all divine energies, going by the name of Hladini or the delighting potency) and 
Maya (the Cause of Vidya and Avidya both). (55) 
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Extremely rejoiced to perceive the Lord and summoning his presence of mind, Akrura 
(who belonged to the Satvata clan) and was full of supreme devotion, greeted the Lord with 
his head (bent low), and with joined palms anda concentrated mind slowly proceeded to extol 


the Lord in a voice choked with emotion, his hair standing on end and his mind and eyes 
moistened with love. (66-57) 


Thus ends the thirty-ninth discourse forming part of the story of Akrura's withdrawal 
(to Mathura), in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XL 
Akrira's eulogy (of the Lord) 
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Akrira prayed : | bow to You, Lord Narayana, the most ancient and undecaying Person, 
the Cause of all causes (the Mahat-tattva and so on), from the lotus bud sprung from whose 
navel emerged Brahma, from whom evolved this creation (both animate and inanimate)! (1) 
Whatever causes there are, viz., the earth, water, fire, the air, ether andits cause (Ahankara), 
the Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), Prakrti (primordial Matter) as well as 
its Cause (the Spirit), the mind, the Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs 
of action), the objects of all the (five) senses as well as the deities (presiding over them) have 
all evolved from Your (divine) Person.(2) (All) these (causes), Prakrti and so on, which are 
(objectively) perceived, fail to know Your essential character because of their being material 
(other than the Spirit); while You are the Spirit. The celebrated Brahma (too) who is 
conditioned by the modes of Prakrti, is unable to know Your reality, which lies beyond the 
three Gunas. (3) (Yet) pious Yogis (those given to contemplation) directly worship (and 
thereby seek to attain) You as indwelling the (diverse) limbs of the body (the eye, the heart 
and so on), (nay,) informing all material bodies and presiding over the bodies of the (various) 
gods, the Inner Controller and Ruler of the universe. (4) Some Brahmanas given to sacrificial 
performance worship You alone under the name of gods invested with different forms, 
through extensive sacrifices as revealed by the three Vedas (Rk, Yajus and Sama). (5) Some 
men of wisdom, who have developed dispassion, worship You, the embodiment of (pure) 
consciousness, through sacrifice in the form of spiritual enlightenment (consisting of 
absorption in to the Self), renouncing all actions (in the form of worldly as well as religious 
duties). (6) And, having consecrated themselves (through initiation in the various forms of 
worship), and (fully) absorbed in You, others worship You in a plurality of forms (viz., 
Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha) or in one form (that of Narayana) 
according to the procedure taught by Yourself (in Tantric works such as the Paficaratra). (7) 


Others (the votaries of Lord Siva) duly worship You alone in the form of Siva along the lines 
recommended by Siva (Himself), (of course.) differing in detail according to the teachings of 
a plurality of teachers, O almighty Lord ! (8) Even those who are devoted to other (minor) 
deities, although they look upon those gods as other than You, O Lord, all worship You alone, 
the almighty God representing all the gods (in Your Person). (9) (Just) as rivers having their 
source in a mountain and made full by the god of rain (and branching forth into so many 
streams), O Lord, find their way into the ocean from all sides, so do all paths ultimately lead 
to You alone. (10) 
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Sattva, Rajas and Tamas are the (three) modes of Your (own) Prakrti (energy). Hence 
those endowed with a material body—from inanimate creatures (trees etc.) to Brahma (the 
creator)—(ultimately) enter into them (and they into Prakrti, the latter merging in You. In this 
way all the gods finally enter into You). (11) (My) salutation be to You, whose mind is 
unattached, identified as You are with all and the witness of all minds ! This stream of the 
(three) Gunas (in the form of the cycle of birth and death), brought about by Avidya (an energy 
of Yours that veils one's essential character), operates (only) on those that are identified with 
acelestial, human or sub-human form. (12) Fire has been conceived (by Your worshippers 
for the purpose of meditation) to be Your mouth, the earth as Your feet, the sun as Your eye, 
the sky as Your navel, and the quarters as Your ears, the highest heaven (the abode of 
Brahma) as the top part of Your head, the chiefs of gods (Indra and others) as Your arms, 
the oceans as Your abdomen and the air as Your life-breath and strength. (13) Trees and 
annual plants are looked upon as the hair on Your body, clouds as Your locks, the mountains 
as the bones and nails of Your transcendent Self, day and night as the twinkling of Your eyes, 
Brahma (the lord of creation) as Your membrum virile and rainfall as Your semen. (14) 
Conceived in You, the perfect and imperishable person, who can (only) be hinted at by the 
mind, the (numberless) universes—teeming with innumerable Jivas (embodied beings)— 
with their guardians move about like the eggs of tiny aquatic creatures in water or even like 
the (tiny) insects in (the interior of) an Udumbara fruit. (15) With their grief dispelled by the 
thought of the several forms You assume (from time to time) for the sake of sport, people sing 
Your glory with delight. (16) Hail to You, who appeared as the divine Fish from a definite 
motive and roamed through the ocean that deluged the world at the time of universal 
dissolution. Salutation to You, the Slayer of (the demons) Madhu and Kaitabha in the person 
of Hayagriva (the Lord manifested with the head and neck of a horse). (17) Hail to You as 


the gigantic Tortoise that supported Mount Mandara (on His back). Salutation to You in the 
form of the divine Boar that sported (in the ocean) for lifting up the earth. (18) Hail to You in 
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Akrura replied : "Whatever wonders there are on this earth, in the firmament or in water 
exist in You (alone), who ensoul the universe. What wonder can, therefore, remain unseen 
by me, when | am directly looking at You ? (4) When | am gazing on Yourself, in whom all 
marvels exist, O infinite Lord, what miracle could have been seen by me (elsewhere, viz..) 
on this earth, in the sky or in water ?" (5) Observing thus, Akrira (the son of Gandini* ) drove 
his chariot and brought Balarama and Sri Krsna to Mathura at the decline of day. (6) People 
from the country, O king, who flocked at every stage on the road, felt delighted to behold the 
two Sons of Vasudeva and could not withdraw their eyes (from Them). (7) Meanwhile the 
people of Vraja, headed by Nanda, the chief of the cowherds, (who had left the main road 
when they found Akrura tarrying on the bank of the Yamuna, and taken a shorter route) 
reached a garden in the precincts of the city in advance and stood waiting (there for Balarama 
and Sri Krsna). (8) Having joined them, Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the universe) clasped 
with His own hand the hand of Akrira, who stood bent low with reverence, and spoke to him 
as though laughing heartily :—(9)"Enter you the city in advance with the chariot and return 
home. We, however, shall presently take down our things here and having rested awhile shall 
then visit the city." (10) 
FRX Sara 
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Akrura submitted : Bereft of You both | shall not enter Mathura, O Lord! You ought not 

to abandon me, Your devotee, my master, (so) fond of Your votaries. (11) Come, let us (all) 
go (together). (Pray,) grace our house, O Lord, who are above sense-perception, with the 
presence of its master (in You), visiting it alongwith Balarama (Your elder Brother) as well 
as with Your near and dear ones and (other) cowherds, O best Friend ! (12) (Please) sanctify 
our house, householders as we are, with the dust of Your feet. With the water washing Your 
feet (and collected in a basin in one's house or flowing in the form of the holy Ganga) the 
manes as well as the gods including the fire-god get eternally propitiated (if it is offered to 
them by way of Tarpana). (13) (Nay.) by washing both Your feet (the celebrated demon king) 
Bali not only became worthy of (sacred) renown and great (in point of mérits) but (also) 
attained incomparable affluence and power as well as the goal which is reached by those 
exclusively devoted to You. (14) The waters that washed Your feet (when You measured the 
earth and heaven in a couple of strides, and which flowed in the form of the holy Ganga) and 
were (thus) hallowed (beyond all measure) sanctified all the three worlds (through which the 
Ganga flows), the (great) Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) boret them on His head 
and the (famous) sons of Sagara ascended to heaven (by contact of their remains with those 
sacred waters). (15) (My) salutation be to You, O Lord of the universe, adored (even) by the 
gods, the hearing and recital of whose praises brings (supreme) merit, O jewel among the 


* The name of Akrira’s mother. 
+ Vide IX, ix. 9 
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the form of a weird lion (half man and half lion), O Dispeller of the fears of the righteous! 
Salutation to You, again, as the divine Dwarf, who covered (all) the three worlds in one 
stride.(19) Hail to You in the form of Parasurama (the Lord of the Bhrgus), who cut down 
the forest of haughty Ksatriyas ! Salutation to You as Sri Rama (the Chief of the Raghus), 
who put an end to Ravana ! (20) Hail, hail to You, manifested in the (four divine) forms of 
Vasudeva (Sri Krsna), Sankarsana (Balarama), Pradyumna* (Sri Krsna's Son) and 
Aniruddha (Pradyumna's Son) ! Salutation to You, the Protector of the Satvatas. (21) Hail 
to You as Lord Buddha, who was (altogether) faultless (though His gospel ran counter to the 
teachings of the Vedas) and who deluded the Daityas and the Danavas (by preaching an anti- 
Vedic doctrine) ! Salutation to You in the form of Lord Kalki, (who is going to appear towards 
the end of Kaliyuga as) the Destroyer of Ksatriyas, who will have well-nigh been reduced to 
the position of Mlecchas ! t (22) - 
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O Lord, infatuated by Your Maya (deluding potency) and (consequently) clinging to the 
body and those connected with it (which are all devoid of reality) as the very self and as one's 
own (respectively), this (entire) world of living beings is made to revolve in the maze of 
Karma.(23) | too revolve in the domain of the body, offspring, homestead, wife, wealth, 
relations and so on—which are all (false) like a dream—thinking them to be real, a fool that 
| am, O almighty Lord ! (24) Holding as a matter of fact a contrary view with regard to the 
transient and to that which is not the Self as well as about that which is rooted in sorrow (or 
in other words mistaking that whichis transient to be eternal, that whichis not the selfas one's 
own self and that which is full of sorrow as an embodiment of joy) and taking delight in pairs 
of opposites | am unable to know You, who are dear to me, enveloped as! amin (the darkness 
of) ignorance. (25) (Even) as an ignorant person would actually run after a mirage, 
abandoning water screened by its own products (viz., duck-weeds and other aquatic plants), 
so have | turned my face towards the body etc., leaving You. (26) Possessed of a poor 
understanding (clouded by an appetite for sensuous pleasures), | am not able to restrain my 


mind, agitated as itis by cravings and activities (of various kinds) and dragged here and there 
by the turbulent senses. (27) As such | have sought as my refuge Your feet, which are (so) 


* Even though Pradyumna and Aniruddha were not yet born, Akrira refers here to Their eternal forms which are only 
brought to light during Their descent in the world of matter. 
+ A Mleccha has been characterized by Baudhayana, a Hindu law-giver, as follows:— 
Wmineest aq fag ae umdienterietaa one | waited 
“He who eats beef and indulges in self-contradictory statements, and is devoid of righteousness and purity of conduct 
is called a Mleccha." 
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difficult of access to the unrighteous. This too | think is possible (only) with Your grace; (for) 
devotion to You comes through the service of holy men (only) when the end of (the cycle of) 
birth and death for a man draws near, O Lord with a lotus sprung from Your navel ! (28) Hail 
to You who are all perfect and possessed of endless potencies, are invested with a body 
consisting of (pure) consciousness, the Source of all knowledge and the Ruler of all those 
(viz., the Time-Spirit, Karma, nature and so on) that control (the destiny of) the Jiva ! (29) 
Salutation to You, the Deity presiding over the intellect (in the form of Vasudeva), the abode 
ofall created beings (in the form of Lord Sankarsana, the Deity presiding over the ego-sense, 
which is the sustainer of all living creation)! Hail to You, O Ruler of the senses in the forms 
of Pradyumna and Aniruddha (the deities presiding over reason and the mind respectively)! 
(Pray,) protect me, fallen at Your feet, O Lord ! (30) 


Thus ends the fortieth discourse entitled “Akrira's Eulogy (of the Lord)" 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Having shown (to Akrira) His (Narayana's) form under water, 
Lord Sri Krsna withdrew it again, (even) while he was eulogizing Him, (just) as an actor would 
wind up his part. (1) Perceiving the vision withdrawn and emerging from the water, Akrura 
also hurriedly finished all his unavoidable routine of devotions, and returned wonder-struck 
to the chariot. (2) Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the senses) asked him, "What wonder did you see 
(just) now on earth, in the heavens or in the water (of the Yamuna)? (From your moist and 
blooming eyes and cheerful countenance etc.), we conclude you to have witnessed 
something unusual. (3) 
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Akrira replied : "Whatever wonders there are on this earth, in the firmament or in water 
exist in You (alone), who ensoul the universe. What wonder can, therefore, remain unseen 
by me, when | am directly looking at You ? (4) When | am gazing on Yourself, in whom all 
marvels exist, O infinite Lord, what miracle could have been seen by me (elsewhere, viz.,) 
on this earth, in the sky or in water ?" (5) Observing thus, Akrira (the son of Gandini* ) drove 
his chariot and brought Balarama and Sri Krsna to Mathura at the decline of day. (6) People 
from the country, O king, who flocked at every stage on the road, felt delighted to behold the 
two Sons of Vasudeva and could not withdraw their eyes (from Them). (7) Meanwhile the 
people of Vraja, headed by Nanda, the chief of the cowherds, (who had left the main road 
when they found Akrura tarrying on the bank of the Yamuna, and taken a shorter route) 
reached a garden in the precincts of the city in advance and stood waiting (there for Balarama 
and Sri Krsna). (8) Having joined them, Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the universe) clasped 
with His own hand the hand of Akriira, who stood bent low with reverence, and spoke to him 
as though laughing heartily —(9)"Enter you the city in advance with the chariot and return 
home. We, however, shall presently take down our things here and having rested awhile shall 
then visit the city." (10) 
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Akrura submitted : Bereft of You both | shall not enter Mathura, O Lord! You ought not 
to abandon me, Your devotee, my master, (so) fond of Your votaries. (11) Come, let us (all) 
go (together). (Pray,) grace our house, O Lord, who are above sense-perception, with the 
presence of its master (in You), visiting it alongwith Balarama (Your elder Brother) as well 
as with Your near and dear ones and (other) cowherds, O best Friend! (12) (Please) sanctify 
our house, householders as we are, with the dust of Your feet. With the water washing Your 
feet (and collected in a basin in one's house or flowing in the form of the holy Ganga) the 
manes as well as the gods including the fire-god get eternally propitiated (if it is offered to 
them by way of Tarpana). (13) (Nay.) by washing both Your feet (the celebrated demon king) 
Bali not only became worthy of (sacred) renown and great (in point of merits) but (also) 
attained incomparable affluence and power as well as the goal which is reached by those 
exclusively devoted to You. (14) The waters that washed Your feet (when You measured the 
earth and heaven in a couple of strides, and which flowed in the form of the holy Ganga) and 
were (thus) hallowed (beyond all measure) sanctified all the three worlds (through which the 
Ganga flows), the (great) Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the universe) bore+ them on His head 
and the (famous) sons of Sagara ascended to heaven (by contact of their remains with those 
sacred waters). (15) (My) salutation be to You, O Lord of the universe, adored (even) by the 
gods, the hearing and recital of whose praises brings (supreme) merit, O jewel among the 


~ The name of Akrira’s mother. 
+ Vide IX. ix. 9. 
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Yadus, O Narayana of excellent renown ! (16) 
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The glorious Lord said : Accompanied by My elder brother, | shall visit your house (only) 
when | have slain Karhsa (the enemy of Yadu's race), and bring delight to My (other) relations 
(as well). (17) 
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§ri Suka continued : Thus spoken to by the Lord, the aforesaid Akrira entered the city 
like one sad at heart and, having apprised Karnsa of what he had done, returned home. (18) 
Accompanied by Sankarsana (Balarama) and surrounded by the (other) cowherds, Lord Sri 
Krsna, who was eager to have a look at the city, fearlessly entered Mathura the next 
afternoon. (19) (Presently) He saw the city with high gateways (in its fortification wall) and 
portals (of its houses), made of crystal and fitted with huge doors of gold and embellished 
with ornamental arches—also of gold—over them. It had granaries etc., of copper and brass, 
had been rendered difficult of access by a moat and was adorned with gardens and delightful 
parks. (20) It was (further) graced with sheds of gold erected on the cross roads, mansions 
and rest-houses also of gold, halls for the meeting together of individuals following a 
particular trade and other (public) buildings, and was resonant with the noise of pigeons and 
peacocks perched on small wooden sheds erected in front of houses, platforms under them 
air-holes and pavements, (all) inlaid with cat's-eyes, diamonds, crystals, sapphires, corals, 
pearls and emeralds. Its roads, market-places, streets and quadrangles were profusely 
sprinkled with water and it was strewn with flowers, sprouts (of barley), parched paddy and 
rice-grains. (21-22) The entrances of its houses were artistically adorned (on both sides) with 
apitcher full of water and sprinkled with curds and sandal-paste, (nay,) surrounded with rows 
of flowers and crowned with rows of lights, with (bunches of) leaves thrust into their mouth 
and strips of silk tied round their necks and with (trunks of) plantain, and areca-nut trees 
alongwith bunches of fruits fixed beside them and (festive) flags hoisted near them. (23) 
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Eager to have a look at the two Sons of Vasudeva— who had duly entered the city by 
the main road and were surrounded by Their companions—the women of the city hurriedly 
came together (at every stage) and climbed up the mansions (lining the road), O protector 
of men ! (24) Some ran with their garments and jewels wrongly placed, while others came 
out forgetting one of the ornaments worn in pairs. Some left with ornaments (only) on one 
ear and with anklet only on one ankle, while others painted only one of their eyes (with 
collyrium), omitting (in their hurry) to paint the other. (25) Full of joy some, who were taking 
their meal, went away leaving it; others, who were being smeared with oil, came away without 
taking their bath. Some, who were lying asleep, sprang on their feet as soon as they heard 
the noise (of the spectators at Their arrival); while mothers, who were fondly suckling their 
babe, sallied forth leaving the child (crying). (26) Possessed of the gait of a lordly elephant 
in rut, Sri Krsna (of lotus-like eyes) captivated their mind by His smiles and glances full of 
charming sport, providing a feast to their eyes by (the sight of) His (divine) personality, the 
delight of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity). (27) Beholding Him, who had already 
been heard of (by them) many a time (before), and feeling honoured by being sprinkled with 
the nectar of His penetrating glances and unreserved smiles, the women of Mathura, whose 
mind had already taken wings after Him, (mentally) embraced that Embodiment of Bliss— 
now that He had been ushered into their mind through (the gateway of) their eyes—thrilling 
all over (with joy), and shed their agony (of separation from Him), which knew no bounds, 
O queller of your foes (in the shape of lust and so on)! (28) Standing on the top of mansions, 
their lotus-like faces blooming with delight, the women covered Bala and Sri Krsna (the Ruler 
even of Brahma and Lord Siva) with showers of flowers (which embodied as it were their 
affectionate feelings towards the two Brothers). (29) At every step overjoyed Brahmanas 
worshipped the two Brothers with curds and unbroken grains of rice (with which they adorned 
Their foreheads as a mark of auspiciousness), garlands and perfumes (of various kinds), 
offerings (in the shape of sweets, fruits etc.) as well as with vessels full of water (for washing 
Their hands and feet with). (30) The women of the city said (to one another), “Oh, what great 
austerities did the cowherd women (of Vraja) perform, by virtue of which they actually behold 
without interruption the two Brothers who afford great delight to the human world ?" (31) 
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Seeing a certain washerman, who was (also) a dyer (of clothes), coming (that way), Sri 
Krsna (the elder Brother of Gada* ) asked of him the very best and well-washed clothes (in 
the following-words)—(32) "(Please) give Us both—who deserve the gift (from you)— 
eminently suitable clothes, O dear one! The highest blessing will be yours if you make the 
gift: there is no doubt about it." (33) Solicited (thus) by the Lord, who was most perfect in 
everyway, that extremely arrogant servant of Karnsa (the king of Mathura), angrily and 
tauntingly replied (as follows):— (34) "Do you always wear such (excellent) clothes alone, 
roaming as you do on the mountain and in the woods, that, transcending all bounds of 
propriety, you dare seek to have royal goods? (35) Get away soon, O foolish ones! You 
should never make such requests if you wish to survive. The king's men actually putin bonds, 
slay and strip the insolent of their possessions." (36) While he was thus bragging, Sri Krsna 
(the Son of Devaki) got angry and severed the head of the washerman from his body with 
His finger-tips (alone). (37) Leaving the bundles of clothes, all his servants ran away in every 
direction and Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) seized the clothes. (38) Putting on two pieces of 
cloth (each) of Their choice (one about the loins and the other across the shoulder 
baldricwise), Sri Krsna and Sankarsana distributed the rest among the (other) cowherds 
according to their liking, casting some to the ground. (39) 
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Then, again, a weaver full of love adorned the two Brothers with ornaments of cloth of 
various colours in a befitting manner. (40) With Their decorations of divergent patterns Sri 
Krsna and Balarama shone brightly like a pair of young elephants, one dark and the other 
white, tastefully adorned on a festive occasion. (41) Pleased with the weaver, the Lord 
conferred on him (a title to final beatitude in the shape of) similarity of form with Himself as 
well as great prosperity, (physical) strength, authority, God-consciousness and acuteness 
of the senses in the world. (42) 
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* The foremost of Sri Krsna's half-brothers (next to Balarama), who was born of Devaraksita—one of the thirteen wives 
of Vasudeva and a sister of Devaki—who gave birth to nine sons, the eldest of whom was Gada. (Vide IX. xxiv. 52) 
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Next the two Brothers went to the house of the florist Sudama. Seeing Them he 
respectfully rose and bowed (to Them) with his head placed on the ground. (43) Fetching 
a seat as well as water to wash Their feet with, he offered worship to Them along 
with Their followers with water to wash Their hands with and other articles of worship 
including garlands, betel-leaves seasoned with catechu, lime and areca-nut parings, 
and sandal-paste. (44) He submitted, “Thanks to Your advent, O Lord, fruitful is our 
birth and hallowed is our race (today)! Indeed the manes, the gods and the Rsis (too) 
are pleased with me (for the same reason). (45) The ultimate Cause of the whole 
universe, You two, | understand, have appeared on this earth by Your own will for 
the protection as well as for the growth of the world. (46) Even though You love him 
(alone) who worships You, Your eye is never discriminating inasmuch as You are 
the disinterested friends, (nay,) the (very) Self of the universe and the same to all created 
beings. (47) As such be pleased to command me (Your servant) both of You what 
service can | render to You. Indeed this constitutes a great boon to a man that he 
is entrusted by You with some service.” (48) Saying so and divining the wishes of 
the Lord, O king of kings, Sudama, whose mind was full of joy, presented (to the 
two Brothers) garlands made of excellent flowers of superb fragrance. (49) Charmingly 
adorned with them along with Their followers and full of delight, Sri Krsna and Balarama, 
the Bestowers of boons, conferred boons on the florist, who stood bent low (with 
reverence) and sought Their protection. (50) He too asked for (the gift of) unflinching 
devotion to Sri Krsna alone, the Self of all, as well as friendship with His devotees 
and supreme (disinterested) compassion for (all) created beings. (61) Having thus 
conferred his desired boon as well as a fortune that would grow in the hands of his 
posterity, (physical) strength, longevity, glory and splendour, the Lord departed (from 
that place) along with Balarama (His elder Brother). (52) 


Thus ends the forty-first discourse entitled “Entry (of Sri Krsna and Balarama) into Mathura”, 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Proceeding further along the main road, Sri Krsna (a scion of 
Madhu), who affords delight liberally to all, saw a hunchbacked young woman of comely 
appearance passing (that way) with a vessel full of sandal-paste (used for smearing one's 
body with) and laughingly questioned her (as follows):—(1) "Hallo.! who are you, (@) 
handsome woman? And for whom is this sandal-paste intended? (Please) tell us the truth. 
(Pray,) give us both the excellent paste; goodwill betide you not long afterwards through this 
(piece of service)." (2) 
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The maid-servant replied : "| am a maid-servant, Trivakra* by name, esteemed by 

Karhsa for my art of preparing sandal-pastes, O pretty youth ! Sandal-paste prepared by me 
is much to the taste of Karnsa( the ruler of the Bhojas). Who else other than you two deserves 
(to have) it?" (3) Her mind bewitched by the comeliness and delicacy of form, loving 
disposition, laughter. conversation and penetrating glances of the two Brothers, the 
hunchback gave Them both the thick sandal-paste. (4) Painted (severally) with the pigment 
which shone in contrast with Their complexion and adorned the upper part of Their body, 
They then looked (most) charming. (5) The propitious Lord made up His mind to straighten 
the hunchback—who was curved at three places, though possessed of a charming 
countenance—(thereby) showing (to the world) the (immediate) reward of His sight. (6) 
Pressing the forepart of her feet with His own feet and supporting her chin on the two (viz., 
the index and middle) fingers, raised upwards, of His open (right) hand, Sri Krsna (the 
infallible Lord) straightened up her body. (7) By the (magic) touch of Sri Krsna (the Bestower 
of Liberation) she then turned at once into a most beautiful woman with a straight and 
symmetrical body, bulky hips and full breasts. (8) 
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Endowed with the wealth of beauty and good qualities, Trivakra, who had the fire of love 
kindled in her heart, then smilingly submitted (as follows) to Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of 
Brahma and Lord Siva), pulling the end of His upper garment—(9) "Come, O gallant youth, 


let us go home. | am unable to leave you here; (hence,) be gracious to me, whose mind has 
been robbed of its patience by you, O jewel among men!" (10) Being solicited by the woman 


* She was curved at three places, viz., the neck, the breast and the waist, hence the name. 
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thus, while Balarama stood looking on, Sri Krsna gazed on the latter's face as well as on that 
of His followers and laughingly replied to her as follows:—(11)"Having accomplished my 
errand | shall call at your house, which assuages the agony of men, O pretty girl; (for) you 
are the last refuge of us shelterless wayfarers." (12) Dismissing her with honeyed words and 
proceeding (further) along the road, Sri Krsna alongwith Balarama (His elder brother) was 
honoured by those following the trade of a merchant with various presents, betel-leaves 
seasoned with catechu, lime and areca-nut parings, garlands and sandal-paste. (13) Due to 
agitation (of mind) caused by love at His sight, the women (of Mathura) forgot (all about) 
themselves. (Standing spell-bound) with their garments unsettled, bangles slipped off and 
braids loosened, they looked like painted figures. (14) 
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Enquiring of the citizens about the place where the bow had been kept (for the purpose 
of a bow-sacrifice), Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) then entered the sacrificial hall and beheld 
(there) the wonderful bow—which resembled the rainbow (in point of size and picturesque- 
ness, studded as it was with jewels of various colours), was guarded by many men, had been 
(duly) worshipped and was attended with a large fortune (in the shape of valuable gold 
ornaments)—and, even though being stopped by the men, He forcibly seized it. (15-16) 
Having strung the bow, which had (already) been playfully lifted (by Him) with His left hand, 
and pulling the string to its utmost capacity, Lord Sri Krsna (ofimmeasurable prowess) broke 
it in two in the middle in the twinkling of an eye—while the men (guarding the bow) stood 
looking on—(even)as an elephant in rut would snap a sugar-cane. (17) The crash of the bow, 
while it was being broken, filled heaven and earth and the intermediate region as well as the 
(four) quarters. Hearing it Karnsa was seized with consternation. (18) Full of wrath and eager 
to apprehend the Lord, the custodians of the bow alongwith their followers surrounded Him 
with their bows drawn (in order to kill Him), exclaiming; "Let the intruder be seized, let him 
be bound!" (19) Immediately perceiving them to be of wicked intent, Balarama and SriKrsna 
(the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva) grew angry and, seizing the two pieces of the 
(broken) bow, made short work of them. (20) Having also destroyed a detachment sent by 
Karnsa the two Brothers came away through the entrance of the amphitheatre and roamed 


about delighted to witness the wealth of the city. (21) Perceiving such wondertul prowess, 
indomitable spirit, intrepidity and comeliness of the two Brothers, the citizens thought them 
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to be two foremost gods. (22) While They were (yet) roving at will, the sun set on Them. 
Surrounded by the cowherds, Sri Krsna and Balarama (now) returned to Their carts outside 
the city. (23) In the case of those who gazed in Mathura (the city founded by the demon 
Madhu) on the elegance of the personality of Sri Krsna (the Jewel among men)—whichlo! 
Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) coveted as Her abode, leaving (all) others who 
sought Her—the predictions that the cowherd women, afflicted at the thought of their 
separation (from Sri Krsna), had made at the time of departure (from Vraja) of SriKrsnacame 
to be (literally) true. (24) With Their feet duly washed and partaking of rice cooked in milk (with 
sugar), and having come to know what Karhsa intended to do (the next day), the two Brothers 
passed that night happily. (25) 
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Karhsa, on the other hand, felt dismayed to hear of the breaking of the (huge) bow and 
the destruction of its keepers as well as of his own detachment— which was a mere child's 
play on the part of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) and Balarama. Getting no sleep fora long 
time, the evil-minded fellow saw both in dream and while awake many an evil portent 
foreboding death and foreshadowing infamy. (26-27) Even though his reflection could be 
seen (in a mirror etc.) the head was not visible. Nay, the luminaries likewise appeared 
duplicated although no other object (such as a finger etc.) intervened (between his eye and 
the luminary). (28) Holes were seen by him in his shadow and the (whizzing) sound which 
is heard inside the ears on closing them was not heard by him. Trees appeared (to him) 
golden (in hue) and he failed to see his footprints (on sands, mud etc.). (29) In dreams he 
was embraced by his deceased relations. rode on a donkey, swallowed poison and went 
about all alone adorned with a wreath of china roses, smeared with oiland having no covering 
on his body except the quarters. (30) Beholding similar other scenes both in dreams and in 
waking life and terribly afraid of death, Karnsa did not have a wink of sleep in his anxiety. (31 ) 
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When the night passed and the sun rose from the (eastern) waters, O scion of Kuru, 
Karsa actually had a grand festival of wrestling bouts to be celebrated. (32) The men (of 
Karmsa) swept the arena, sprinkled it with water and decorated it with flowers and garlands 


etc.; trumpets and tabors were sounded and the galleries (for the spectators) were adorned 
with garlands, flags, tapestries and temporary arches. (33) On them were comfortably 
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seated the people of the city and the country, headed by Brahmanas and Ksatriyas, as well 
as chiefs and princes on their (respective) thrones. (34) Surrounded by (his) ministers, 
Karnsa took his seat on the royal dais in the midst of feudal lords and with a sore aching 
heart.(35) Amidst a flourish of trumpets, which was drowned (at intervals) by the clapping of 
the wrestlers’ arms, proud wrestling champions picturesquely adorned majestically entered 
the arena alongwith their masters. (36) Feeling greatly cheered by the stirring (music of the) 
trumpets and other instruments—Canura, Mustika, Kuta, Sala and ToSala too, (all) eminent 
wrestlers, found their way into the arena. (37) Specially invited by Karhsa (the ruler of the 
Bhojas), the aforementioned cowherds headed by Nanda, the chief of the Gopas, who had 
(just) offered their presents, took their seats on a (separate) dais. (38) 


Thus ends the forty-second discourse entitled’"A description of the amphitheatre 
for wrestlers (set up by Karnsa)’, in the first half of Book Ten of 
the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Having finished Their bath etc., the next day, and hearing the 
loud noise of the wrestlers and the din of kettledrums, O chastiser of foes, Sri Krsna and 
Balarama went to see the tournament. (1) Having duly reached the entrance of the 
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amphitheatre, Sri Krsna saw stationed there the elephant Kuvalayapida as directed by its 
driver. (2) Tightening the cloth round His waist (by way of preparation for an encounter) and 
tying up His curly locks, Sri Krsna (a scion of Sara) challenged the keeper (as follows) ina 
voice deep as the rumbling of clouds:—(3) "O driver, O driver ! allow us passage; clear out 
without delay. If not, | shall presently despatch you alongwith the elephant to the abode of 
Death." (4) Threatened thus, the driver full of rage goaded the elephant—which had (already) 
been enraged and which looked like Yama (the chastiser of beings subject to the ravages 
of Time)— towards Sri Krsna. (5) Running towards Him, the lordly elephant quickly seized 
Sri Krsna with its trunk. He (however) slipped off from (the coils of) the trunk and, striking it 
(with His fist), disappeared in the midst of its legs. (6) Failing to perceive Sri Krsna (the Ruler 
even of Brahma and Lord Siva), the infuriated animal, which could discover things through 
scent, caught hold of the Lord with the end of its trunk. He (however) forcibly escaped from 
its hold. (7) Tightly seizing the mighty elephant by the tail, He (then) violently pulled it by way 
of sport to a distance of twenty-five bows (or a hundred cubits) without pausing even as 
Garuda (possessed of beautiful wings) would drag a cobra. (8) (Keeping hold ofits tail all the 
while) the immortal Lord whirled with the elephant, which was being caused to revolve 
contrariwise when it turned either to the left or to the right (in order to catch hold of Sri Krsna), 
even as a boy would with a calf that was (similarly) made to revolve (by him). (9) Then, 
advancing in front of the elephant and striking it with His hand, the Lordin His attempt to throw 
it down ran swiftly (before it) so close that He looked as though being touched by it at every 
step. (10) While running, the Lord sportfully toppled down on the ground and immediately got 
up (and stood aside). Taking Him to be fallen (yet) the angry elephant struck the ground with 
its tusks. (11) Infuriated at its prowess having been frustrated and being urged by its keepers, 
the lordly elephant ran towards Sri Krsna in rage. (12) Approaching the elephant (even) as 
itcame rushing, Lord Sri Krsna (the Slayer of the demon Madhu), caught hold of its trunk with 
His hand and hurled it down to the ground. (13)Treadingon the fallen animal like a lion (the 
king of beasts), and sportfully extracting its tusks Sri Hari killed with it the elephant as well 
as its keepers. (14) 
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Leaving the dead elephant (where it was), the Lord duly entered the amphitheatre, 
tusk in hand. Stained with drops of blood as well as with those of ichor and with a tusk 
resting. against one of His shoulders and His lotus-like face bedecked with drops of 
sweat appearing on it, He looked (most) charming. (15) Surrounded by a few Gopas and 
with the tusks of the elephant for Their excellent weapons, Baladeva and Sri Krsna (who 
is solicited by the people) entered the amphitheatre, O king ! (16) Present in the 
amphitheatre by the side of Balarama (His elder brother), the Lord appeared as a 
thunderbolt to the wrestlers, a jewel among men to the male persons, love incarnate to 
the ladies (other than the elderly ones), a kinsman to the cowherds (of Vraja), a 
chastiser to the vile princes, a (mere) child to His parents, death (personified) to Karnsa 
(the ruler of the Bhojas), as deficient in strength and immature of body to the ignorant, 
the supreme Reality to the Yogis and the highest Divinity to the Vrsnis. (17) Finding (the 
elephant) Kuvalayapida killed and also perceiving the two Brothers difficult to conquer, 
Karhsa, though self-possessed, felt much terrified at that time, O protector of men! (18) 
Decorated in a queer fashion, decked with quaint jewels and garlands and clad in weird 
garments and captivating the mind of the lookers-on with Their brilliance, the two mighty- 
armed Brothers shone in the amphitheatre like a pair of actors dressed in an excellent 
garb. (19) Gazing on the aforesaid foremost Persons, the people of the city as well as 
of the country, who were seated on the galleries, O protector of men, and whose eyes 
and faces were blooming with an outburst of ecstatic joy, drank in the beauty of Their 
countenance with (the cup of) their eyes, but did not feel sated. (20) They seemed to 
drink off (the beauty of) the two Brothers with their eyes, to lick Them with their tongue, 
to inhale Them with their nostrils and to clasp Them with their arms. (21) As though put 
in mind of Their story by (the sight of) Their comeliness of form, excellences, loving 
disposition and intrepidity, the onlookers spoke to one another (as follows) in the light 
of whatever they had actually seen and whatever they had heard (of the two Brothers):—(22) 
“Actually descended through a part of Lord Sri Hari Himself, who has His abode in 
water (in the form of Narayana), these two Brothers have appeared on this earth in 
the house of Vasudeva. (23) This (younger) One (Sri Krsna) was, it is understood, born 
as a matter of fact of Devaki and taken to Gokula (for fear of being killed by Karnsa). 
Dwelling all this time incognito he grew up (to this age) at the residence of Nanda. (24) 
By Him was put to an end Pitana as well as the demon (Trnavarta,) who appeared 
in the form of a whirlwind, the demigod (Sankhaciida), the demons Kesi (who came in 
the form of a horse) and Dhenuka* (who lived in the guise of a donkey) and others 
of that class, and the two Arjuna trees uprooted. (25) By this Boy were the cows along 
with their keepers rescued from a forest fire, the snake Kaliya subdued and Indra (the 
ruler of the gods) rid of his pride when Govardhana (the chief of the mountains) was 
borne by Him on one hand for a week and (the land of) Vraja protected from rain, storm 


* Although the demons Vatsa and Baka were slain by Sri Krsna and Dhenuka by Bala, the people of Mathura 
were evidently misinformed that the former two had been killed by Bala and the last-named by Sri Krsna. 
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and strokes of lightning. (26-27) Beholding with joy His ever-cheerful and smiling face 
enlivened with penetrating glances the cowherd women overcame agonies of various kinds 
without any effort. (28) The wise declare that, protected in everyway by the yonder Boy, this 
race of Yadu will become very well-known and attain prosperity, renown and glory. (29) And 
here is His elder brother, the glorious Balarama of lotus-like eyes, by whom was slain 
Pralamba as well as the demon who came disguised as a calf* and others of whom Baka was 
the foremost. (30) 
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While the people were talking thus and trumpets were loudly sounding, Canara (the 

foremost of the king's wrestlers) accosted Sri Krsna and Balarama and spoke (to Them) as 
follows:—(31) "O Krsna (Nanda's darling), O Balarama, both of you are esteemed (by the 
people) as heroes ! On hearing of you as skilled in wrestling, you have been invited (to 
participate in the tournament) by the king, who has been eager to see you. (32) Subjects 
doing precisely by thought, word and deed what is agreeable to their king attain to prosperity 
indeed; while those acting otherwise than this meet with contrary results. (33) Itis well-known 
how cowherds, from the time they begin to tend calves, daily pasture their cows with great 
joy in woodlands, diverting themselves with wrestling. (34) Therefore, let yourselves as well 
as ourselves, O boys, do what is liked by the king. (If the king is pleased, all) beings will be 
pleased with us; (for) the king is an embodiment of all creatures." (35) 
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Hearing the aforesaid speech (of Canira) and welcoming it, Sri Krsna, who regarded 
wrestling (with him) as something to His liking, gave the following reply, which was 
appropriate to the occasion and place (of the dialogue):—(36) "We too, who dwell in the 
woods, as well as yourselves are the subjects of this king of the Bhojas. Let us (all therefore) 
always do what would please him; through such behaviour his infinite grace will descend on 
us. (37) Youngsters as we are, we shall (however) sport with those who are our equals in 
stréngth. Let there be a well-matched wrestling bout, so that no sin (of allowing an unequal 
match) may attach to those present in the assembly, O (great) wrestler ! (38) 
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Canira replied : You are neither a youngster nor a lad; nor is Bala, the foremost of the 


* Vide foot-note Dis. 43 Verse 25; Page 284. 


286 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 44 


RRARARAAR AAA AAR RRR RR ROR RE ORR RRR RRR RARE RRA RRR RRR RR RRR RRR RR RT BRE RR 


mighty, of such description, by both of whom the elephant (Kuvalayapida), that possessed 
the strength of a thousand elephants, was disposed of in (mere) sport. (39) Therefore, you 
both should (unhesitatingly) contend with powertul rivals; there will be no unrighteousness 
involved in your doing so. Show your prowess against me, O scion of Vrsni, and let Mustika 
try his strength with Bala. (40) 


Thus ends the forty-third discourse entitled “The elephant Kuvalayapida killed (by Sri Krsna)," 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


stipe 
PICIE SS 


AA Asan seayra: 


Discourse XLIV 
Karnsa slain (by the Lord) 


SR SarI 
Ta oabiaget war wage: i areea amt ye afevitga: | 2 
wea wae wesata a wea: ifeaniqeae «ose fafsriva 21 
arat % anf aati da ati fie: «9 aitwifedrerastemfe: | 3 | 
ohsrmurfasaahvenaard: | sere gaa SARA | SI 
SUA SATATION: rarest | oer frieraceaaer: 1 & | 


Sri Suka began again : Challenged thus, Lord Madhusudana of unflinching resolution 
immediately closed with Cantra, and Balarama (son of Rohini) with Mustika. (1) Interlacing 
their hands with the hands and their feet with the feet of their rival, SriKrsna and Cantra (and 
even so Balarama and Mustika) tugged at one another vehemently with intent to overthrow 
their opponent. (2) They struck with their elbows the two elbows, with their knees the knees, 
with their head the head and with their chest the chest of each other. (3) They tried to frustrate 
each other by revolving, pushing, squeezing in their arms, throwing down, and slipping to the 
front or to the rear of their opponent. (4) Eager to score a victory over each other, they hurt the 
body of their adversary by lifting up, carrying, throwing back and even fixing him to a spot. (5) 
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Full of compassion all the ladies (present there) collected in batches and spoke to one 
another about the contest being ill-matched (as going on between strong and feeble rivals), 
Oking ! (6) “Itis gross unrighteousness on the part of the king's courtiers, who countenance 
such a contest alas! between the strong and the weak while the king sits looking on ! (7) What 
comparison can there be between the two wrestlers (Canura and Mustika) of adamantine 
frame and closely resembling a pair of two large mountains (on the one hand) and the two 
lads (Balarama and Sri Krsna) of extremely delicate limbs, who have not yet attained their 
youth (on the other)? (8) Forfeiture of religious merit (earned in the past) will surely fall to the 
lot of this assembly. As a matter of fact one should never stay there where unrighteousness 
fully rears its head. (9) Recognizing the faults of those present in an assembly a wise man 
should not (even) enter that assembly; (for) a man keeping silent (even though knowing a 
fact), making a false statement (in order to please those assembled) or pleading ignorance 
(surely) incurs sin. (10) Mark the lotus face—dripping all over with perspiration even like a 
lotus bud sprinkled with water—of Sri Krsna quickly shifting His position about His 
adversary.(11) Don't you see the face of Balarama with reddish eyes, full of wrath as itis for 
Mustika and enlivened by a bellicose spirit accompanied with risibility ? (12) Ah, blessed is 
the soil of Vraja on which treads in a merrily sportful spirit this Most Ancient Person—whose 
feet are adored (even) by Lord Siva (the Guardian of Mount Kailasa) and Rama (the goddess 
of beauty and prosperity)—disguised in a human semblance and adorned with sylvan 
flowers of various kinds, tending cows in the company of Balarama and playing on His flute. 
(13) What austerities did the cowherd women (of Vraja) perform, by virtue of which they 
imbibe with (the cup of) their eyes (the beauty) of His bewitching form—the (very) essence 
of elegance—which is not only unsurpassed but unequalled (too), is not embellished by 
anything external, is eternally new and hard to attain and which is the unfailing abode of 
renown, splendour and divine glory ? (14) Blessed are the women of Vraja, who celebrate 
Him in song while milking their cows, pounding the corn, churning their curds, plastering their 
floor (with cowdung etc.), rocking the cradles, lulling their crying babes, sprinkling and 
sweeping their houses and attending to other such duties with a mind full of love and their 
throat choked with tears, (nay, all) whose movements are inspired by the thought of SrKrsna 
(who is no other than Lord Visnu, who took wide strides while measuring the three worlds 
during His descent as the divine Dwarf). (15) Possessed of endless merit are those women 
who—having heard His music (even) as He sallies forth from Vraja in the morning and 
returns in the evening alongwith the cows playing on the flute—come out hastily on the road 
and behold His smiling countenance enlivened with kind glances." (16) 
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While the women (of Mathura) were thus talking (with one another) in anxious tones as 
aforesaid, Lord Sri Hari, the Master of Yoga (and therefore able to read others’ thoughts), 
made up His mind to get rid of His opponent (Canira), O jewel among the Bharatas ! (17) 
Hearing the aforesaid remarks—ull of apprehension—of those women. His parents (Vasudeva 
and Devaki), who were unaware of their Son's strength and (consequently) overwhelmed 
with anxiety out of affection for Them, were filled with remorse (at their not having asked 
Akrura to desist from bringing Balarama and Sri Krsna to Mathura).(18) (Even) as Sri Krsna 
(the immortal Lord) and His antagonist (Canara) contended with each other according to the 
various popular modes of wrestling, in that very manner did Balarama and Mustika struggle 
with each other. (19) His limbs being shattered by the hits of the Lord's limbs, which were as 
hard as strokes of lightning, Canura—so the tradition goes—fainted again and again. (20) 
Springing with the swiftness of a hawk and clenching the fingers of both his hands into fists, 
the latter, full of anger, struck Lord Sri Krsna (Son of Vasudeva) on the chest. (21) The Lord 
(however) did not stir (even one inch from His position) under his blow, any more than an 
elephant would when struck with a garland. (On the other hand) Sri Hari caught hold of 
Cantra by his arms and, whirling him several times, dashed him to the ground, his life having 
become extinct (even) as a result of his being whirled with vehemence. His ornaments and 
garlands having fallen off and his locks dishevelled, the wrestler fell like a thunderbolt (the 
likeness of which is borne as an emblem on the ensign of Indra). (22-23) Precisely in the 
same manner was Mustika struck violently with his palm by the mighty Balabhadra, who had 
also been struck with his fist by the latter in the first instance. (24) Violently shaken and sore 
afflicted, and vomiting blood from his mouth, he dropped lifeless on the ground like a tree 
blown down by the wind. (25) Balarama, the foremost of warriors, playfully and scornfully 
slew with his left fist Kuta (another reputed wrestler), who came up next (to wrestle). (26) That 
very moment Sala (another of Kamsa's wrestlers) had his head knocked off with Sri Krsna’s 
foot, while ToSala (the other wrestler of repute) was split into two (like a blade of grass) and 
both fell down (dead). (27) Canura, Mustika, Kuta, Sala and Togala, having (thus) been 
despatched, all the remaining wrestlers ran away anxious to save their life. (28) Drawing near 
them Their cowherd mates and closing with them, the two Brothers sported (in the arena), 
while the trumpets were being sounded, dancing (at intervals) with Their anklets jingling. (29) 
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With the exception of Karsa all the people (present there) exceedingly rejoiced over the 
achievement of Balarama and Sri Krsna. And pious men, including the foremost of the 
Brahmanas, exclaimed, "Well done ! bravo !!" (30) The chief of the wrestlers having been 
struck down and the rest having fled away, Karhsa (the ruler of the Bhojas) stopped (the 
flourish of) his trumpets and, so the tradition goes, uttered the following injunctions:—(31) 
"Drive out of the city the two ill-behaved sons of Vasudeva; confiscate the wealth of the 
Gopas and put in bonds the wicked Nanda. (32) On the other hand, let Vasudeva of evil 
mind, the vilest of all, be made short work of at once and so also Ugrasena, my father, who 
has sided with my enemy, alongwith his followers." (33) While Karnsa was bragging thus, 
Sri Krsna (the unwearied Lord) flew into a rage and, springing with agility, speedily 
ascended the elevated dais (which Karhnsa was occupying). (34) Seeing Sri Krsna 
approaching as his very death, the heroic Karnsa rose at once from his seat and snatched 
up his sword and shield. (35) Sri Krsna (who was possessed of formidable and terrible 
energy) quickly caught hold with a firm hand of Karnsa—who was moving right and left as 
a hawk in the air, sword in hand—(even) as Garuda (son of KaSyapa) would forcibly seize 
a serpent. (36) Grasping him tightly by the hair, his diadem slipping off (even in the course 
of his being caught), and hurling him from the lofty dais to (the floor of) the arena, Lord Sri 
Krsna (who was no other than Lord Visnu with a lotus sprung from His navel), the Support 
of the universe, depending on none other than Himself, jumped down in person upon 
him.(37) (Nay.) He dragged him hard, though fully dead, along the ground, the world 
witnessing it, (even) as a lion would drag an elephant. Very loud cries of "Alas | Welladay Wy 
uttered by all the people, O ruler of men, then arose (and rent the air). (38) Since with a 
mind full of dismay he ever saw (before his mental eyes) that very Lord armed with a discus 
while drinking or speaking, walking to and fro or lying asleep, nay, even while breathing, 
he attained (after death) that very form (so) difficult to attain. (39) 
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Burning all over with rage, the eight younger brothers of Karnsa—Kanka, Nyagrodha and 
others—rushed (towards Sri Krsna) in order to get square with their (deceased) brother by 
avenging his death. (40) Taking up a bludgeon Balarama (Rohini's son), however, made 
short work of them (even) as they came fully prepared (for an encounter) with such great 
impetuosity, (just) as a lion (the king of beasts) would kill the cattle. (41) Kettledrums sounded 
in the heavens; full of delight, Brahma (the creator), Lord Siva and other (special) 
manifestations of divine glory extolled the Lord covering Him with (showers of) flowers, and 
celestial women (Apsaras) danced (out of joy). (42) Grieved at the death of their near and 
dear ones, O great king, the widows of the deceased came over to that place, severely and 
repeatedly beating their heads with tears in their eyes. (43) Embracing their husbands lying 
(dead) in the arena (which serves as a most glorious bed for heroes that have laid down their 
lives in an open combat), the women wailed (in the following words) at the pitch of their voice, 
lamenting their lot and repeatedly shedding tears of grief—(44) “Ah, beloved lord, the 
knower of Dharma (the principles of righteousness) ! O kind-hearted one, fond of the 
helpless ! due to your having been slain, we (too), your own, with our homes and progeny 
have been ruined. (45) Bereft of you, its master, this city (of Mathura),O jewel among men, 
does not look charming any more than we, all its festivities and felicity having ceased. (46) 
Youwrought immense harm even to innocent creatures. Itis for that reason that you have been 
reduced to this plight, O lord ! What oppressor of living beings can attain happiness ?(47) 
This Sri Krsna indeed is the Source, the End and the Protector of all created beings in this 
universe. Anyone showing disrespect to Him can never prosper. (48) 
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Sri Suka went on : Having comforted the royal ladies the Lord, who is the Protector of 
the universe, caused what they call obsequies to be duly performed with regard to the slain 
for their welfare in the other world. (49) Having then secured the release of Their mother 
(Devaki) and father (Vasudeva) too from bondage (while they were being taken to the gaol 
for being placed behind the bars), Sri Krsna and Balarama bowed to them fully touching their 
feet with Their head. (50) Perceiving their sons—who had (just) bowed to them—to be (none 
else than) the Rulers of the universe. Devaki and Vasudeva did not embrace Them, afraid 
as they were (of showing disrespect to Them). (51) 


Thus ends the forty-fourth discourse entitled "Kamsa slain (by the Lord)," in the 
first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XLV 


The Lord brings back His preceptor's son (from the abode of Death) 
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Sri Suka began again : Having come to know that His parents (Vasudeva and Devaki) 
had grasped the truth (about the divinity of the two Brothers) prematurely (before they had 
enjoyed the supreme bliss of loving Them as their own sons, which was sure to be marred 
by that knowledge). Sri Krsna (who was no other than the Supreme Person) spread His own 
Maya (enchantment)—which infatuates His own people—so that such knowledge might not 
endure. (1) Approaching His father and mother in the company of His elder brother 
(Balarama) and bowing in humility, the Jewel of the Satvatas spoke respectfully (to them as 
follows), addressing them as "Mama and Papa" in order to delight them. (2) "Though you 
have been all along full of longing for us, O father, the joys of witnessing the infancy, 
childhood and boyhood of your sons (in us) have never fallen to your lot. (3) Ill-fated as we 
are, the privilege of living by your side could not be attained by us (so far) nor was that joy 
(ever) experienced by us, which children dwelling in their father's house and fondled by their 
parents do. (4) Even (by serving them) through a life of (full) hundred years a mortal is not 
able to get square with his parents by whom is brought into being and nourished this body 
in which all (the four) objects (of human pursuit) can be realized. (5) The servants of Yama 
actually make that son eat his own flesh on his departing from this world, who, though able- 
bodied, does not with his body and resources maintain them. (6) He is dead (to all intents 
and purposes), though breathing, who, though capable, fails to support his mother, aged 
father, virtuous wife, infant son, preceptor, a Brahmana (depending on him) and one who has 
sought him for protection.(7) Therefore (all) these days have slipped in vain by us who have 
failed to serve you, helpless as we were, our mind being constantly afraid of Karnsa. (8) Be 
pleased, O father and mother, to forgive that sin (of omission) on our part, who failed to render 
service to you, subject as you were (to the will of another) and sore oppressed by that evil- 
minded fellow (Kamsa)".(9) 
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Sri Suka continued : Deluded by the foregoing speech of Sri Hari, the Soul of the 
universe, though appearing as a human being through His Maya (enchanting potency), His 
parents experienced supreme felicity as they placed Him on their lap and folded Him in their 
arms. (10) Bathing Him with streams of tears and bound with ties of affection the couple said 
nothing, O king, bewildered as they were, their throats choked with tears. (11) 
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Having thus comforted His parents Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) presently made 
His maternal grand-uncle, Ugrasena, king of the Yadus and said, "Be pleased to command 
us (your servants) as well as the people (of Mathura), O great king !(As for myself) the Yadus 
ought not to sit on a royal throne because of the curse of Yayati. (Since, however, it is My 
desire to see you on the throne of Mathura no blame will attach to you). (12-13) When! am 
waiting on you as a servant, (even) the gods and others will bear tribute to you, bent low (with 
submissiveness). What wonder, then, that other rulers of men should do so." (14) Calling 
back from the (various) quarters all His kinsmen and relations—the Yadus, the Vrsnis, the 
Andhakas, the Madhus, the Dagarhas, the Kukuras and others—that had fled through fear 
of Karnsa and had been pulled down on account of their staying abroad—(nay,) consoling 
them fully and highly gratifying them with riches, Sti Krsna (the Maker of the universe) settled 
them in their own houses when they had been (duly) honoured. (15-16) Protected by the (all- 
powerful) arms of Sri Krsna’ and Sankarsana and having realized their ambition and 
accomplished their purpose, they lived happily in their homes, (all) their agony having 
disappeared due to (the grace of) Sri Krsna and Balarama. (17) They felt rejoiced to gaze 
everyday on the lotuslike countenance of Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), which was 
ever full of ecstatic joy, charming and enlivened with compassionate and smiling glances.(18) 
Drinking now and again with (the cup of) their eyes the nectar-like beauty of the lotus face 
of SriKrsna (the Bestower of Liberation), even the aged there (at Mathura) turned young and 
acquired great strength and energy. (19), 
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Meanwhile duly approaching Nanda and embracing him, Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of 
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Devaki) and Sankarsana, O king of kings, spoke as follows:— (20) "O father, by you two 
(mother Yasoda and yourself), full of affection, both of us have been nourished and fondled 
with utmost care. Parents’ affection for their progeny is surely more profound than the love 
they cherish for their own self. (21) He is the (real) father and she the mother, who nourish 
like their own offspring the babes cast off by their relations incapable of nourishing and 
protecting them. (22) Return you (now) to Vraja, O dear father ! Having afforded delight to 
our near and dear ones we two shall follow suit in order to see you, our kinsmen, disconsolate 
through affection.” (23) Having thus consoled Nanda alongwith the (other) people of Vraja, 
the immortal Lord honoured them with reverence with articles of wearing apparel, ornaments, 
utensils and other (loving) presents. (24) Thus addressed (by Sri Krsna) and overwhelmed 
with affection, Nanda hugged the two Brothers and, filling his eyes with tears, returned to 
Vraja alongwith the (other) cowherds. (25) 
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Vasudeva (the son of Stra), O king, then duly caused to be performedin accordance with 
the scriptural ordinance by his priest (the sage Garga) and other Brahmanas the purificatory 
rite (of investiture with the sacred thread) conferring the rank of a Dwija (the twice-born) with 
respect to both his sons. (26) Having appropriately worshipped them he gave to them, when 
they were duly adorned, fees for their services as well as cows fully decked with gold 
necklaces and other ornaments as also with silk wreaths and accompanied by calves. (27) 
Recalling his resolve made at the time of birth of Sri Krsna and Balarama, Vasudeva (who 
was possessed of a lofty mind) gave away even those cows that had been mentally gifted 
by him (on that occasion) and which had been unlawfully seized by Karnsa. (28) Having gone 
through the purificatory rite (of investiture with the sacred thread) and (thereby) attained the 


rank of a Dwija (the twice-born) the two Brothers of noble vows thereupon embarked on the 
vow of celibacy* under the instructions of Garga, the preceptor (of Yadu's race).(29) 
ee  e 


* The vow of celibacy actually consists of three vows successively entered into by a religious student belonging to the 
twice-born classes. The first of them, known by the name of Gayatra, is of three days’ duration and is undertaken as a 
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Concealing by Their actions—which looked (more or less) human—Their unclouded wisdom, 
that had not been acquired through another, and seeking to reside in the house ofa preceptor 
(with the object of attaining knowledge in order to set an example before the world), the two 
Brothers, who were the omniscient Rulers of the universe and the source of all learning, now 
actually sought the presence of a Brahmana of Ujjain, Sandipani (the son of Sandipana) by 
name, born in the family of Kaga. (30-31) Having duly approached him the two Brothers 
tamely and reverently waited upon him as a god with devotion, (thereby) teaching (to the 
world) irreproachable behaviour towards one's preceptor. (32) Gratified with Their services 
rendered with genuine devotion, Sandipani (the teacher), the foremost of Brahmanas, taught 
them all the (four) Vedas alongwith the (six) auxiliary branches of learning (viz., Siksa or 
phonetics, Chanda or prosody, Vyakarana or grammar, Jyotisa or astronomy, Kalpa or the 
science prescribing the ritual and giving rules for ceremonial or sacrificial acts and Nirukta 
or etymology) and the Upanisads (the crowning part of the Veda expounding the secret 
meaning of the Vedas and treating of Brahma) as well as Dhanurveda (the science of 
archery) including its secrets (viz., the knowledge of Mantras by means of which the various 
Astras or mystic missiles are invoked and the deities presiding over them), the Dharmasastras 
(codes of laws such as the Manusmrti) and the various systems of philosophy (such as 
Mimarnsa) as well as the science of logic and the science of politics with its six branches (viz., 
those dealing with peace, warfare, expedition, encampment, exciting dissension or causing 
the separation of allies and depending on one's allies). (33-34) The two Brothers, who were 
jewels amongst the foremost of men and the Originators of all sciences, learnt everything in 
a single lesson, O protector of men ! (35) With their mind fully controlled They mastered in 
the course of sixty-four days and nights as many arts* and (then) persuaded the teacher to 


Preparation for learning the holy Gayatri-Mantra. This is followed by the second vow, known by the name of Prajapatya, which 
extends to the time of commencing the study of the Vedas; and this is followed by the third, Brahma vow, which lasts till the 
end of the Vedic study. 

* The following are the sixty-four arts mentioned in the Saiva Tantras—(1) Singing; (2) playing on various musical 
instruments; (3) dancing; (4) acting and gesticulation, mimicry etc.; (5) drawing and painting as well as calligraphy; (6) painting 
figures of various designs on the various parts of the body with musk-paste and other fragrant substances; (7) preparing for 
use in worship various designs with grains of rice, flowers etc.: (8) preparing a bed of flowers: (9) colouring the teeth and other 
limbs and articles of wearing apparel; (10) paving a floor with Precious stones; (11) preparing a bed; (12) using a pot full of water 
as a musical instrument and treading on water; (13) showing miracles of various kinds; (14) Preparing chaplets and wreathe 
of flowers; (15) making ornaments of flowers for the ears, braid etc.: (16) modes of beautifying the body with clothes and 
ornaments of various kinds; (17) painting ornamental figures on the ears; (18) making perfumes and cosmetics etc., of various 
kinds; (19) making ornaments of various designs; (20) jugglery; (21) appearing in various guises of one's choice; (22) sleight 
of hand; (23) culinary art; (24) making drinks of various tastes and colours and spirituous liqurs of various kinds; (25) weaving 
and needle-work of various kinds; (26) working puppets by strings; (27) making musical instruments of various kinds; 
(28) solving riddles; (29) capping verses; (30) skill in uttering tongue-twisters; (31) the art of reading manuscripts easily and 
quickly;(32) dramaturgy and story-writing; (33) completion of incomplete verses or part verses; (34) making ligatures, canes, 
arrows etc.; (35) spindle-work; (36) carpentry; (37) architecture: (38) testing valuable metals and precious stones; 
(39) alchemy; (40) colouring precious stones; (41 ) knowledge of latent minerals; (42) nursing and treating plants; (43) setting 
game rams, cocks and quails to fight as sport; (44) teaching parrots and other birds to imitate human speech; (45) making an 
enemy quit his place by means of a charm; (46) cleaning and dressing the hair; (47) reading letters removed from one's sight 
and divining the nature of substances held within one’s palm; (48) knowledge of books written in the language of barbarians; 
(49) fluently talking in the different Indian dialects; (50) reading good or bad omens; (51) making diagrams etc., by means of 
letters arranged in different orders as mystical formulae to be worshipped or wom as an amulet; (52) splitting hard substances 
such as diamonds into two or more pieces of different shapes; (53) reading the thoughts of others and bringing them out in 
averse; (54) lexicography; (55) knowledge of prosody; (56) increasing the number of an object by various devices; (57) playing 
tricks; (58) showing off one's clothes as made of a superior texture than what they actually are; (59) playing at dice; 
(60) attracting remote objects; (61) playing children's games; (62) the practice of charms; (63) fore knowledge of the party going 
to win in a debate and (64) keeping goblins and vampires under one's control. 
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ask for the preceptor's fee of his liking,O King ! (36) Clearly perceiving such marvellous glory 
of the two Brothers (in the shape of Their having mastered all sciences and the other 
branches of learning without any effort) as well as Their superhuman intelligence, and 
deliberating with his wife, O Pariksit, the aforesaid Brahmana (Sandipani) asked for (as his 
fee the restoration of) their child lost in the ocean at Prabhasa (the modern Prabhaspatan 
in Saurashtra), so the tradition goes. (37) Saying "So be it!" and mounting Their chariot, the 
two Brothers, who were great car-warriors, of endless powers, presently reached Prabhasa 
and, going near the seashore, squatted there for a moment. Coming to know of Their divine 
character, the god presiding over the ocean brought presents for Them. (38) The Lord said 
to him, "Let My preceptor's son be restored at once—the same child which was swallowed 
up by you in a great wave here." (39) 
FAR SAT 
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The god of the ocean replied : "I did not carry away the child, O Lord! There is a great 

demon belonging to the Daitya class, Paficajana (by name), who lives under water inthe form 
ofaconch, O Krsna! The child was surely carried away by him." Hearing it the Lord speedily 
plunged into the water but on killing the demon did not find the child in his bowels. (40-41) 
Taking the conch that formed his body the Lord returned to the chariot. Then, going to the 
beloved city of Yama, Sarhyamani by name, Sri Krsna (who is solicited by the people), 
accompanied by Balarama (who had a plough for his weapon), blew the (same) conch. 
Hearing the blast of the conch Yama, the chastiser of the people (transgressing the scriptural 
ordinance), offered to Them both worship ona grand scale, accompanied with devotion, and, 
bending low (with humility), addressed (as follows) Sri Krsna, who has His abode in the heart 
of all created beings (as the Inner Controller of all), "O Visnu (the all-pervading Lord) 
disguised as a human being by way of sport,what can we do for You both ?" (42—44) 
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The glorious Lord said : "Impelled by My command, O great ruler, fetch My preceptor's 
son, who was brought here as a result of his own Karma." (45) Handing over to Their 


preceptor his son, brought by Yama with the words "So be it!" the two Brothers, the foremost 
of the Yadus, said to him, "(Be pleased to) ask for another boon (of your choice)." (46) 
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The preceptor replied : "The debt of your preceptor has been fully repaid by you both, 
O my child ! Which of the desires of him who has been a preceptor to pupils like you can 
remain unfulfilled as a matter of fact ? (47) Return to your home, O valiant ones ! May your 
glory purify all and let the Vedas (ever) remain fresh (in your memory) here as well as 
hereafter." (48) Thus permitted by Their preceptor, the two Brothers forthwith returned to 
Their city (Mathura), O dear Pariksit, in Their chariot swift as wind and thundering like a 
cloud.(49) All the people (of Mathura) greatly rejoiced to behold Balarama and Sri Krsna 
(whom they had missed for many days) like people who had (once) lost and (then) recovered 
their wealth. (50) 


Thus ends the forty-fifth discourse entitled “The Lord brings back His preceptor's son 
(from the abode of Death)," in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse XLVI 
The Lord relieves the agony of Nanda (by despatching Uddhava to Vraja 
with a message of endearment) 
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Sri Suka began again : A beloved friend and counsellor of Sri Krsna was Uddhava, the 
most distinguished of the Vrsnis and a direct disciple of the sage Brhaspati (the preceptor 
of the gods) and foremostin intelligence. (1) Clasping his hand with His own on a certain day, 
Lord Sri Hari, who alleviates the suffering of those that flee (for protection) to Him, spoke (as 
follows) to Uddhava, who was most beloved of and exclusively devoted to Him:—(2) 
“Proceed you, gentle Uddhava, to Vraja and (thereby) bring delight to Our parents (Nanda 
and Yasoda) and relieve in particular the agony—caused by separation from Me—of the 
cowherd women through My messages. (3) The latter have not only given their mind to Me 
but their (very) life is centred in Me; (nay,) they have renounced for My sake everything 


*The part of the verse placed within brackets has not been commented on by Sridhara. 
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connected with their body and have mentally taken refuge in Me alone, their beloved friend, 
the highest object of their affection, their very Self. | stand (through thick and thin) by those 
that have not only given up their interests in this as well as in the other world but have also 
set at naughttheir moral obligations for my sake. (4) |—the most beloved of (all) their beloved 
objects—being at a distance from them, the women of Vraja, O dear Uddhava, remain 
forgetful of everything (including their own self), thinking (constantly as they do) of me, and 
overwhelmed with intense longing occasioned by separation (from me). (5) With their mind 
absorbed in me the cowherd women are in most cases somehow propping up their life with 
great difficulty on my assurances of coming back (to Vraja)." (6) 
HY SAAT 
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wat aarst sie fretafa faaresti swam: sieeat wget wea ¢ | 
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Waa: feat firiseertien| deeruarentet: wamegsy after 183! 
$ri Suka continued : Thus instructed (by the Lord) and mounting a chariot Uddhava 

drove to Nanda's Gokula (a station of cowherds) carrying the message of his Master (Sri 
Krsna) with (great) reverence. (7) The blessed one reached Nanda's Vraja while the sun was 
(just) setting, his chariot obscured with the dust raised by the hoofs of cattle that were 
entering Vraja (at that very moment). (8) The place was rendered noisy by bulls in rut 
contending with one another for the sake of cows in heat and by cows rushing to meet their 
(respective) calves though oppressed with the weight of their udders. (9) (Nay,) itwas graced 
with white calves capering here and there as well as with the music of flutes and was full of 
noise, on all sides, accompanied with the sound of the milking of cows. (10) Again, it shone 
most resplendent with cowherd women richly adorned and singing the noble deeds of 
Balarama and Sri Krsna, as well as with cowherds. (11) The place ravished the mind with 
its dwellings of cowherds characterized by the worship of sacred fires, the sun-god, 
newcomers, cows, Brahmanas, the manes and gods as well as with frankincense (that was 
being burnt there), and lights and garlands (with which the houses were decorated). (12) It 
aboundedin groves in full blossom on all sides and was rendered noisy with the notes of birds 
and the humming of black bees and was graced with beds of lotuses crowded with swans 
and Karandavas (a species of ducks). (13) 
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Delighted to meet and embrace that beloved servant of Sri Krsna, arrived at his door, 
Nanda showed him (every) regard, looking upon him as Sri Krsna (Himself). (14) When he 
had been (duly) treated to rice boiled in milk with sugar (which has been regarded as the best 
food) and was comfortably seated in a couch and had been relieved of his fatigue by 
kneading his feet and other (such) services (rendered by a servant), Nanda enquired of him 
(as follows):—(15) "Is our friend, Vasudeva (the delight of Stra), O dear Uddhava, doing well, 
O highly blessed one, (now that he is) free (from bondage), united with his sons and others 
(wives and so on) and surrounded by his near and dear ones ? (16) Luckily (enough for us) 
the wicked Karnsa—who always hated the pious Yadus, that are given to (the practice of) 

" virtue—has been killed alongwith his followers (younger brothers) by his own sin. (17) Does 
Krsna remember us and his mother (sitting there), (other relations) and playmates, the 
cowherds (in general), (the people of) Vraja, that looked upon him as its protector, the cows, 
(the woodland of) Vrndavana and the (Govardhana) hill ? (18) Will Sri Krsna (the protector 
of cows) come over (to this place but) once to see his own people ? Then (only) we shall (be 
able to) behold his countenance with a shapely nose and winsome smiles and glances. (19) 
We were protected from forest fire, storm and rain, the demon Arista (who came disguised 
as a bull) and a python (named Sudargana)—perils that were (so) difficult to overcome—by 
Sri Krsna, who is exceedingly magnanimous. (20) (Even) as we remember the exploits of 
SriKrsna, his sportful sidelong looks, laughter and talk, O dear Uddhava, all our activities get 
slackened. (21) (Nay) our mind gets absorbed in him as we behold the streams, hills and 
woodlands as well as the playgrounds graced by the footprints of Sri Krsna (the Bestower 
of Liberation). (22) | look upon Krsna and Balarama too as the foremost of divinities come 
down here (on this earth) for (accomplishing) some momentous purpose of the gods, as the 
word of Garga indicated. (23) They killed in mere sport Karnsa, who possessed the strength 
of (not less than) ten thousand elephants, and (his) two (principal) wrestlers (Canira and 
Mustika) as well as Kuvalayapida (the chief of his elephants) (just) as a lion (the king of 
beasts) would kill (a number of) animals. (24) Krsna snapped the most powerful bow (of 
Karnsa) measuring 3 Talas (equivalent to 27 spans*), (even) as a leader of elephants 
would break a sugarcane, and held the (Govardhana) hill with one hand for a (full) week. 
(25) (Nay,) by the two brothers were sportfully slain here (in this land of Vraja) the demons 
Pralamba, Dhenuka, Arista, Trnavarta, Baka and others, who had conquered gods as well 


as demons." (26) . 
AYP FAT 
ot dae Gaye Ae: HO: |aaeeediswaqa «= - Sasariaae: 1201 
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Sri Suka continued : Thus vividly remembering again and again all about the two 
Brothers Nanda, whose mind was full of love for Sri Krsna, kept quiet, seized as he was with 


* ‘qieit wafarera:' : so says the lexicographer Devabodha. 
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excessive longing and overwhelmed with a flood of love. (27) Hearing of her Son's exploits 
being recounted (as aforesaid), Yasoda too shed tears (of love), her breasts overflowing with 
(maternal) affection. (28) Perceiving such supreme love of Nanda and Yasoda for Lord Sri 
Krsna Uddhava joyfully spoke to Nanda (as follows). (29) 
TEA SAA ~ 
gat wera wo afenfte ume aretisfeet apa Aftigett 0! 
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Uddhava said : Indeed you two (Yagoda and Nanda) are the most praiseworthy of (all) 
embodied beings here (on this earth), O bestower of honour (on us all, of being the servants 
of the Lord, who has been made available to us only through you), in that such (unique) love 
has been conceived by you for Sri Krsna (who is no other than Lord Narayana), the Father 
and Controller ofall. (30) Indeed Balarama and Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation)—They 
are (both) the material and the efficient cause of the universe; They are also the Purusa 
(individual soul) and Pradhana (primordial Matter). (Nay,) entering into the (various) living 
organisms They control the various types of consciousness (in the form of the individual soul 
conditioned by those organisms), eternal (beginningless) as They are. (31) Focussing (even) 
one's impure mind on Sri Krsna (merely) for an instant at the time of death one speedily 
attains the supreme goal, burning the store of Karma and becoming one with Brahma (the 
Absolute) and attaining a form consisting of Sattva unmixed with Rajas and Tamas. (32) You 
cherish (such) great devotion to that Supreme Spirit, Lord Narayana, the Soul as well as the 
Source of all, who has assumed a human semblance for some purpose. What meritorious 
act remains to be done by you two (under the circumstances)? (33) At no distant date will 


the divine Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), the Protector of the Yadus, come (back) to Vraja and 
bring delight to (you) His parents. (34) Sri Krsna will make good what He told you* on coming 


* Vide verse 23 of Discourse XLV above 
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back after killing Karnsa, the enemy of the Yadus, in the midst of an (open) assembly. (35) 
Grieve not, O highly blessed ones; you will (at no distant date) find Sri Krsna by your side. 
He dwells in the heart of (all) created beings (even) as fire (is latent) in wood. (36) Indeed 
none is dear or unwelcome to Him, whois notidentified witha (particular) body. Noris anyone 
superior or inferior nor even unequal in His eyes, He being the same (to all). (37) He has 
neither father nor mother, neither wife nor sons etc.; none is His own or alien to Him: nor can 
a body, much less birth or action be attributed to Him. Even as such He descends in high, 
low and mixed species (of life) in the world for the sake of pastime with a view to protecting 
the virtuous. (38-39) Though untouched by the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), He 
assumes the qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, and, sporting with them, though (really) 
transcending them, the birthless Lord evolves, maintains and absorbs the universe by 
means of these Gunas here (in the realm of Prakrti). (40) (Just) as when looked at with a 
revolving eye (by a revolving person) the earth is seen rotating or while the mind (alone) is 
the doer, the soul is recognized as such due to its identification with the mind, so is God held 
to be responsible for the creation etc., of the universe, although, as a matter of fact, the same 
is being done by the Gunas. (41) He, the divine Sri Krsna (the alleviator of the distress of all) 
is certainly not only your son; for He is the Son, the (very) Self, the Father, the Mother, (Nay,) 
the Ruler of all. (42) (Nay,) nothing which is seen or heard of, has gone by oris (still) existent 
or which is (yet) to come, which is immobile or mobile, big or small, is really worth naming 
(when considered) apart from God; for He alone is everything, He alone is true. (43) 


G fa om gatetin ze FEE WH! 


aaa fied «=o fea a fee ive! 

The night slipped past Nanda and Uddhava (Sri Krsna's servant) while they were thus 
chatting, O king ! Quitting their bed (towards the close of night), kindling their lights and duly 
worshipping (on the threshold etc.), the deities presiding over their house the cowherdesses 
(of Vraja) began to churn their curds. (44) With rows of bangles round their wrists pulling the 
cords (that revolved the churning-staff), their cheeks shining with (bright) ear-rings (that 
rocked with the motion of their arms), and their faces painted with red saffron (a product of 
the Balkh territory), the Gopis looked very charming with gems (in their girdle etc.), 
brightened by the lights, their hips, breasts and necklaces shaking (all the time). (45) (Now) 
rose to the heavens the music of the women of Vraja, who were celebrating at the pitch of 
their voice the exploits of Sri Krsna (the lotus-eyed Lord), blended with the (gurgling) noise 
produced by the churning of curds, both of which combined to drive away the evil forces 
operating in the (four) quarters. (46) 


wrerget gat agit | asia: | ger vet anaes erate ara xo! 
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Seeing a chariot plated with gold at the portals of Nanda, now that the glorious sun-god 


| 
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had appeared (at the horizon), the (unsophisticated) women of Vraja (who had no knowledge 
of the outside world, Sri Krsna being their solitary concern), inquired (of one another) as to 
whose chariot it was, and suggested as follows:—(47) “May it be that Akrara—by whom the 
lotus-eyed Sri Krsna was taken away to Mathura (the city founded by and named after the 
demon Madhu), and who (thus) accomplished the purpose of Karnsa (his master)—has 
turned up (once more). (48) Is he (now) going to offer oblations to (the spirit of) his deceased 
master with our bodies (flesh)?"” While the women were talking in this strain, Uddhava 
returned (to Nanda's residence from the bank of the holy Yamuna) having finished his daily 
routine (of bath and devotions). (49) 


Thus ends the forty-sixth discourse entitled "Sri Krsna dispels the agony of Nanda," 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA UPpaarhan sears: 


Discourse XLVII 


Dialogue between Uddhava and the Gopis and ode to a black bee 
AIF FATT 
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Sri Suka began again : Gazing on the aforesaid servant of SriKrsna with unusually long 
arms, eyes resembling a pair of fresh-blown lotuses anda bright lotus-like countenance, clad 
in yellow (silk) and wearing a garland of lotuses and adorned with ear-rings brilliant with 


gems, all the women of Vraja with bright smiles eagerly surrounded Uddhava, who had taken 
shelter under the lotus-feet of Sri Krsna (the illustrious Lord), wondering who he was with 
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(such) a handsome appearance and dressed and adorned in the style of that immortal Lord, 
whence he had come and whose son (or servant) he was. (1-2) Concluding him to be a 
messenger from Sri Krsna (who was no other than Lord Visnu, the Spouse of Goddess 
Rama), the Gopis, bent low with modesty, enquired of him in private (as follows) when he had 
been duly greeted with bashful smiles and glances and kind words etc., and had squatted 
On a seat:—(3) "We know you to be a companion of Sri Krsna (the Lord of the Yadus), duly 
arrived in our midst. You have been despatched here by your master with intent to bring 
delight to His parents. (4) Otherwise we do not find anything worth remembering for Him in 
Vraja, a (mere) pasture-land for cows. Ties of affection for one's relations are most difficult 
to disregard even for a hermit. (5) Friendship with others (who are not bound by ties of 
blood)—like that cultivated by lovers with their sweethearts or by black bees with flowers— 
actuated as itis by self-interest, lasts (only) till one's interests continue to be served (by them) 
and is (at best) a travesty of love. (6) Harlots forsake a destitute (lover); the people, an 
incapable ruler; students who have learnt what they wanted to learn, their teacher: the priests 
Officiating at a sacrifice, the sacrificer who has paid the sacrificial fees (at the end of the 
Sacrifice); the birds, a tree from which fruits have disappeared; strangers, a dwelling (which 
afforded shelter to them) after finishing their meal; animals, a burnt forest anda paramour, 
@ women attached to him (even though unsated), the moment he has enjoyed her." (7-8) In 
this way, when Uddhava, the messenger of Sri Krsna, arrived in Vraja, the cowherd women, ~ 
whose speech, body and mind were undoubtedly devoted to Sri Krsna, (the Protector of 
cows) cast to the winds (all) worldly etiquette. (9) Recalling again and again the exploits of 
Sri Krsna (their beloved Lord), that pertained to His boyhood and infancy they celebrated 
them in song and wept, (all) sense of shame having taken leave of them. (10) Musing over 
her (past) union with Sri Krsna and (presently) perceiving a black bee (before her), a certain 
Gopi (presumably Sri Radha Herself, the foremost and the beloved of all Gopis, some of 
whom loved Her even more than they loved Sri Krsna) fancied it to be a messenger 
despatched by Sri Krsna (her Darling) and spoke* as follows. (11) 
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* Authoritative Vaisnava commentators like Sanatana Goswami, who are believed to have actually witnessed these Lilas 

of Sri Krsna and His beloved Gopis by the special grace of the Lord, have traced the following utterances to Sri Radha, on the 
basis of the Agni-Purana as well as on the Strength of their own transcendent vision. Again, these utterances are believed to 
have escaped from the lips of Sri Radha ina state of divine ecstasy (Divyonmada), which has no parallel anywhere and is the 
special monopoly of Sri Radha, a unique personification of Mahabhava, the highest and purest form of divine Love. These 
utterances have also been classified under various heads suchas Citrajalpa, which have been clearly definedin standard works 
on poetics like the Ujjvata-nilamani of Rupa Goswami 
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The Gopi said : O black bee (lit., the sucker of honey), O friend of Sri Krsna (a 
treacherous lover), (pray) do nottouch our feet (by way of supplication) with your (moustache- 
like) tentacles tinged (red) with the saffron of the garland (of Sri Krsna) pressed against the 
breasts (painted with saffron) of our rivals (at Mathura). Let Sri Krsna (the Chief of the 
Madhus), whose messenger you are—you who are distinguished by such characteristics (as 
have been depicted just now)—bear (on His garland etc.), the token of favour (in the shape 
of marks of saffron etc.), of those proud ladies (of Mathura), which would be an object of 
ridicule for the court of the Yadus. (What will you gain by conciliating us rustic women of 
Vraja?) (12) Having allowed us to drink the entrancing nectar of His lips (but) once, He 
deserted us, innocent women, all of a sudden (even) as a black bee like you would leave the 
(guileless) flowers. | wonder how Laksmi (who is reputed to be very clever and discerning) 
continues to serve His lotus-feet (which She would not if She came to know of His infidelity 
and ungratefulness) ? Presumably She does so (only) because She has Her mind captivated 
alas | by the honeyed words of our illustrious Lord (We for our part have grown too wise to 
be deceived any more by His false promises). (13) Why do you, O six-legged one, glorify 
before us homeless people here at (such) length Sri Krsna (now the Lord of the Yadus), the 
(most) Ancient One (and therefore to well-known to us to need any introduction) ? Let His 
stories be (profitably) sung in the presence of the (blessed) lady companions of Sri Krsna 
(who is shortly going to be nicknamed as Arjuna's Friend). They will (in return for Your 
service) confer on you the object of your desire, beloved as they are of Him and have the 
agony of their heart soothed (by His loving embraces). (14) What women are there on earth, 
in heaven or in the subterranean regions, who are hard to win for the playful movements of 
His eyebrows accompanied by His cunning and winsome smiles ? Of what account are we 
in His eyes, whose dust of feet (even) Laksmi (the goddess of fortune) worships? 
Nevertheless (tell Him that) the epithet of Uttamasioka (one enjoying excellent fame), as a 
matter of fact, applies to him who espouses the cause of the forlorn (like) us. (15) Leave my 
foot, on which you have placed your head, acquainted as | am with you, who know how to 
win over others with blandishments and messages (of love), having learnt this art from Sri 
Krsna (whois a past master in such artifices). (Ah,) He left here us, who had for His own sake 
renounced our children, husband and (even happiness in) the other world (obtainable 
through virtuous conduct alone), fickle-minded as He is. What, then, is to be gained by 
coming to terms with Him ? (16) Hard-hearted by nature, He (in His previous descent as Sri 
Rama) hit (with an arrow) Vali (the lord of the monkeys) like a hunter (without giving him any 
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notice or challenging him to an open combat according to the established canons of warfare) 
and, domineered over by His Consort (Sita), deformed a woman (Strpanakha),who had 
approached Him with lust (in her heart). (Nay,) having accepted (as the divine Dwarf) Bali's 
worship (in the form of a gift of land measuring three strides) He bound him (even) as a crow 
would (in conjunction with other crows) surround (and plague) its feeder after eating the food 
offered by the latter. Therefore, enough of friendship with those possessed of a dark hue. 
(Yet) the treasure in the form of His story is difficult to forgo. (17) With (all) their natural 
propensities (in the form of likes and dislikes etc.), existing as pairs of opposites uprooted 
by tasting but once even a small bit of His supremely delightful stories, which fall as nectar 
on their ears, and (thus) completely ruined (in the eyes of the world), and leaving all of a 
sudden their home and family in a wretched condition, many men here lead a life of 
mendicants, deprived of (all) enjoyment, like so many birds. (18) Believing as true the (false) 
professions (of love) on the part of that Cheat, (even) as she-deer, the foolish companions 
of a black antelope, would put faith in the (deceptive) music of a hunter and suffer the torment 
of being hit with a shaft, we ignorant sweethearts of Sri Krsna have repeatedly suffered this 
fate, having been subjected to smarting pangs of love occasioned by the (loving) touch of 
His nails. (Therefore,) O messenger, let any other topic be discussed (and talk no more of 
Si Krsna, whose very mention awakens memories that accentuate our agony of separation 
from Him). (19) O friend of our beloved Lord ! sent (back) by our Darling (though stung with 
our pungent words), have you come (fo us) again ? (If so,) ask what you would (of us); (for) 
you are worthy of honour to me, O dear one ! How will you take us—who are here—to His 
side, whose companionship is difficult to forgo (once it is had) ? (For) His (divine) Spouse, 
Sti(the goddess of beauty and prosperity), O gentle one, ever remains with Him on His very 
bosom (in the form a golden streak). (20) Ah, is my Darling lit., son of one's father-in-law* 
now at Mathura (has returned from the house of His preceptor after completing His studies 
there)? Does He remember, O gentle one, his paternal house (the house of His godfather, 
Nanda) as well as His relations and (other) cowherds? Does He ever make any references 
to us His maid-servants ? Oh, when will He (return to Vraja and) place His arm, more 
fragrant (even) than aloe-wood, on our head (by way of consolation)? (21) 
Ae FATT 
atet feed geet: are feesiniiifien 1221 

$riSukaresumed: On hearing this (unprecedented) effusion of love, Uddhava forthwith 
spoke as follows to the cowherd women—who had been pining for a sight of Sri Krsna— 
comforting them with messages (of love) from their beloved Lord. (22) 
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* Itis forbidden in our SAstras to utter one's own name or that of one’s preceptor and other elders (including one's parents 


and grandparents, husband and his parents and so on), that of an abject miser or of one's eldest son or wedded wife even while 
dying: STs TRA arses 4 TTS hy a sated Paeqaaeaa: II (Karmalocana) 
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Uddhava said : Oh, you (Gopis) have (all) your objects accomplished indeed and are 
the adored of (all) the worlds in that your mind is so (fully and exclusively) absorbed in Lord 
Vasudeva. (23) Devotion to Sri Krsna indeed is sought to be attained through charitable gifts, 
fasting, austerities pouring oblations into the sacred fire, muttering prayers, study of the 
Vedas, self-control and various other virtuous practices. (24) Itis a matter for congratulation 
that the ideal of supreme devotion to the divine Lord of excellent renown—which is hard to 
attain even for sages—has been set up by you. (25) It is (further) gratifying (to note) that you 
(all) have sought the Supreme Person under the name of Sri Krsna neglecting (your) 
children, husbands and other relations, dwellings, nay, (your very) bodies. (26) Due to (your) 
separation (from the Lord) you have developed exclusive devotion to Sri Krsna (which has 
enabled you to behold Him inall that meets the eye). (Nay,) youhave conferreda (great) boon 
on me (by thus affording me an opportunity to witness your unprecedented love with my own 
eyes), O highly blessed ones ! (27) (Now) listen to the message of your Darling (Sri Krsna), 
which (I am sure) will bring joy to you and carrying which |, who execute His secret 
commissions, have come (to you), O good ladies ! (28) 
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The glorious Lord says : Your separation from Me, the material cause of all (and 
therefore present in all as their very Self), is not possible under any circumstance. (Just) as 
the (five gross) elements—(viz.,) ether, the air. fire,water and earth—are present in (all) 
created beings (as their constituents), so am |, underlying as | do the mind, the vital airs, the 
elements, the Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) and the 
(three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti). (29) In Myself (as the ground) do | create, maintain and 
(then) dissolve Myself (in the form of the cosmos) by dint of My own Maya (creative energy) 
by Myself in the form of the elements, the Indriyas and the Gunas. (30) The Spirit is all 
knowledge, transcendent, unconnected with the (three) Gunas and (absolutely) pure 
(untainted by Maya). It is experienced through the (various) states of the mind (viz., 
wakefulness, the dream state and deep sleep). brought about by Maya. (31) Remaining 
vigilant (all the time), one should (therefore endeavour to) control that mind through which 
one conceives the (various) objects of sense (viz., sound, touch, sight, taste and smell), 
though unreal—like one who, when awake, recalls the objects seen ina dream—and seizes 
the senses. (32) In the eyes of the wise, (the teachings of) the Vedas, the (eightfold) path of 
Yoga, the Sankhya system of philosophy (which differentiates Matter from the Spirit), 
renunciation, suffering hardships for the sake of one's faith, subjugation of one's senses and 
truthfulness have their goal in mind-control even as rivers terminate in the ocean. (33) 
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Itis only with intent to focus your thought constantly on Me in order to ensure your mental 
proximity with Me that |, your Darling, am actually staying (so) far from your eyes. (34) The 
mind of women as well as of others does not get so absorbed in the thought of their most 
beloved one living close by and open to their view as in that of one staying at a distance. (35) 
Incessantly thinking of Me (as you do), having devoted to Me your whole (undivided) mind, 
which has completely shed all (other) thoughts, you will come to Me before long. (36) Those 
blessed (cowherd) women who (having been held back by their husbands and others) stayed 
away in Vraja and could not (therefore) get an opportunity to sport with Me while | diverted 
myself in the woodland (of Vrndavana) one night attained to Me through contemplation on 
My exploits. (37) 

AYA SAT 
wa freciesmrect = arent ia eed Starererceraepet: 1321 

Sri Suka continued : Delighted to hear the message of Sri Krsna (their most beloved 
Lord), the aforesaid women of Vraja spoke to Uddhava (as follows), their memories of Sri 
Krsna having been awakened by His message. (38) 
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The Gopis said : By good-luck Karhsa, the (sworn) enemy and persecutor of the Yadus, 
has been killed alongwith his followers. It is a matter for (further) gratification that Sri Krsna 
(the immortal Lord) is now doing well with His relations, who have attained all their objects 
(through Him). (39) (Others said), Does Sri Krsna (elder Brother of Gada), who was (till the 
other day) greeted (by us) with our loving and pleasing glances accompanied by bashful 
smiles, bring delight to the women of the city (of Mathura), O gentle one? (40) (Still others 
said,) How can He, an expert in love-making and (hence) beloved of charming women, help 


being won over (by them) when greeted with their (sweet) words and amorous gestures ?(41) 
(Some more said,) Does Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows), O pious one, remember us, rustic 
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women, in any context in the course of an unreserved talk in an assembly of the ladies of the 
city ? (42) (Others said,) Does He (ever) recall those nights, during that period (of His stay 
in Vraja), when He sported with (us) His sweethearts in (the woodland of) Vrndavana, 
charming with lilies and jasmines as well as with a full moon (bearing a spot resembling the 
figure of a hare) in the ring of the Rasa dance accompanied by the sound of jingling anklets, 
in the course of which His delightful stories were sung (by us)? (43) Will Sri Krsna (a scion 
of Dasarha) ever come over here to infuse new life into us—tormented (as we are) with grief 
occasioned by (separation from) Him—by (the soothing touch of) His (delightful) limbs even 
as Indra (the god of rain) would refresh a forest (scorched with summer heat) by (sending) 
clouds (of rain)? (44) (Still others said,) Wherefore should Sri Krsna come here now that He 
has slain His enemies and attained sovereignty and, surrounded by all His kinsmen (the 
Yadus), will feel (extremely) delighted when He has married (so many) princesses? (45) 
(Some more wisely said,) What purpose of the high-souled Sri Krsna (the Spouse of Sri), who 
has (all) His desires fulfilled and is (ever) perfect in His (own) Self, could be served by us, 
dwelling in a forest, or (even) by other ladies (of royal descent)? (46) Even Pirgala, a wanton 
woman (of the legend), (once) spoke of hopelessness as the only road to supreme 
happiness. Though we know (all) that, our hope to meet Sri Krsna is nevertheless hard to 
overcome. (47) Who can dare withdraw his mind from the confidential talk of Sri Krsna (who 
is extolled by the most high, nay.) from whose person (bosom) Sri (the goddess of beauty 
and prosperity) never gets down even though He does not long for Her ? (48) Alas ! the river 
(Yamuna), the mountain (Govardhana) and the forest lands (of Vrndavana), the cows and 
the notes of flutes over there, hallowed (as they are) by Sri Krsna coupled with Sankarsana 
(through association with Them), O mighty Uddhava, awaken again and again the memory 
of Sri Krsna (the Son of Nanda, the cowherd chief) through His footprints, the abodes of (all) 
charm and prosperity. Sureiy we cannot (therefore) forget Him. (49-50) How can we forget 
Him—O Uddhava, we, whose mind has been captivated by His charming gait, pleasing 
laughter and playful glances as well as by His honeyed words? (51) O Lord, O Spouse of 
Rama, O Saviour of Vraja, O Reliever of (our) agony, O Protector of cows, lift (the village of) 
Gokula out of the ocean of suffering, in which it lies plunged. (52) 
HYP FATT 
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Sri Suka went on : The Gopis, whose agony of separation (from the Lord) was (now) 
gone to a large extent, thanks to the messages received from Sri Krsna, (duly) worshipped 
Uddhava, recognizing him to be Sri Krsna Himself (who is above sense- perception) and 
(therefore) their very Self. (63) He stayed for some months (there) in order to drive away the 
grief of the cowherd women. (Nay,) celebrating in song the story of the pastimes of Sri Krsna, 
he brought delight to (the entire village of) Gokula. (54) As long as the aforesaid Uddhava 
lived in Nanda's Vraja the days passed like (so many) moments with the people of Vraja in 
talks about Sri Krsna. (55) Eagerly observing the river, the woodlands and the dales as well 
as the trees in blossom and vividly reminding the inhabitants of Vraja of Sri Krsna (by 
questioning them about the pastimes connected with the various spots), Uddhava (the 
servant of Sri Krsna) spent his time in delight. (56) 
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Supremely delighted to perceive the anguish of mind—as depicted before* and of an 
allied nature—of the Gopis, occasioned by their absorbing thought of Sri Krsna, and bowing 
to them (in reverence), Uddhava sang as follows :—(57) "These cowherd women alone on. 
earth have justified their possessing a human body in that they have developed supreme love 
exclusively for Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows), the Soul of the universe—(a love) which not 
only strivers afraid of metempsychosis but sages (emancipated souls), nay, (even) we 
(devotees of the Lord) aspire for ? What (else) is there to be gained through (three kinds of)t 
births as a Brahmana by him who has developed a taste for the stories of Sri Krsna (the 
deathless Lord)? (Or what is to be gained through repeated births as Brahma by him who 
has not been able to develop a zest for such stories ?¢ (58) The two are quite out of keeping 
with one another—these women (impure by their very sex), roaming about in woods and 
polluted (in the eyes of adverse critics) through infidelity to their (worldly) husbands, (on the 
one hand) and surpassing (unflinching) love for Sri Krsna, the Supreme Spirit, as depicted 
above (on the other)! Surely the almighty Lord, directly and liberally confers (final) beatitude 
on him who constantly remembers Him, though not knowing His reality, (just) as nectar (the 
sovereign ofall medicines) does good (to an ailing person) when used (even unknowingly).(59) 
Oh, the grace which descended on the cowherdesses of Vraja—who attained the object of 
their desire in the form of having their necks encircled by His stout arms during the Rasa 
festival—did not fall to the lot of celestial damsels (nymphs) possessing the fragrance and 
splendour of a lotus, or (even) of Sri, whois exclusively attached to His person (bosom); how 
(then) could others expect such favour (from Him) ? (60) Oh, let me be (incarnated as) 
anyone of the shrubs, creepers or herbs in (the woodlands of) Vrndavana, catching the dust 
of feet of these (blessed ladies), who (successfully) trod the path (of Devotion) leading to Sri 
Krsna—(the path) which is (still) to be strenuously sought for (even) by the Upanisads$— 
RE a 


~ Vide verses 4 to 21 and 39 to 52 Supra. 

Tt The three kinds of birth as a Brahmana are -—(1) physical birth from Brahmana parents, (2) investiture with the sacred 
thread and initiation in the holy Gayatri-Mantra, which is regarded as a second birth and (3) consecration befitting one for the 
performance of a sacrifice, which is looked upon as a third incarnation. 

+ The compound word ‘#7=akaei, can be split up in two ways—iirstly as S797 - Hal + Taq and secondly asst 
+ Ul + TA. The word ‘Brahma’ too admits of a double meaning. The alternative interpretation of the last quarater of the verse 
according to the latter way of splitting the compound has been shown within brackets. 

SThis evidently refers to the Upanishadic text ‘4a1 arat faded Age aT ae". which tells us that “words (scriptural texts) 
fail to reach Brahma and return (unsuccessful) alongwith the mind.” 
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neglecting their own people as well as the path trodden by the virtuous, (both of) which are 
(so) difficult to abandon (for a chaste woman). (61) (Nay.) these Gopis completely shook off 
their agony (of separation from the Lord), embracing (as they did) those lotus-feet of the 
divine Sri Krsna which are actually fondled by Goddess Sri and mentally adored by (great 
gods like) Brahma and others, sages that have (all) their desires fulfilled (and are therefore 
free from all cravings), (nay,) even by masters of Yoga (like Siva, Sanaka and Narada), and 
which were (lovingly) placed (by the Lord) on their bosom in the gathering (of women) on the 
occasion of the Rasa dance! (62) | repeatedly salute the dust of feet of the (blessed) women 
of Nanda's Vraja, whose loud singing of the stories of Sri Krsna (who captivates all) purifies 
the three worlds." (63) 
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Sri Suka proceeded further : Seeking the permission of the cowherd women as well 
as of Yagoda and Nanda, and taking leave of the cowherds, Uddhava (a scion of Dasarha), 
now ready to depart (for Mathura) mounted the chariot. (64) Duly approaching him, when he 
had (just) stepped out (of Nanda's mansion), with various presents (intended for Sri Krsna 
and Balarama) in their hands, Nanda and others lovingly addressed him in feeling terms (as 
follows) with tears in their eyes:—(65) "Let (all) the activities of our mind (ever) hinge on the 
lotus-feet of Sri Krsna. Let our speech utter His names (alone) and let our body remain 
engaged in bending before Him and so on. (66) Being tossed by our (past) actions coupled 
with the will of Providence (as guided by those actions) wherever (in whatever species of life) 
we may be, let our delight be (ever) found in the almighty Sri Krsna as a result of our virtuous 
actions and charitable gifts (that may have been performed by usin our past lives)." (67) Thus 
honoured by the cowherds out of devotion to Sri Krsna, O ruler of men, Uddhava came back 
to Mathura (which was now) protected by (the same Lord) Sri Krsna. (68) Falling prostrate 
before Sri Krsna he spoke (to Him) of the plenitude of devotion (to His feet) of the people of 
Vraja and handed over the presents (sent by Nanda) to Him as well as to Vasudeva, 
Balarama and the king (Ugrasenda). (69) 


Thus ends the forty-seventh discourse, bearing on the return of Uddhava (to Mathura), 
in the first half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
othenvise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XLVIII 
The Lord pays a visit to Kubja (the hunchbacked woman) and Akrira at 
~ their respective places 
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Sri Suka began again : Perceiving what was in the mind of Trivakra (the erstwhile maid- 
servant of Karnsaj, smitten (as she was) with (pangs of) love (for Sri Krsna), and seeking her 
gratification, the all-seeing Lord, the Soul of the universe, then called at her house, (which 
was) equipped with costly articles of household use and supplemented by devices stimulating 
passion (such as erotic pictures), nay, embellished with strings of pearls and flags, canopies, 
beds and seats as well as with fragrant incenses, lights, wreaths and perfumes.(1-2) Seized with 
a flurry, as a matter of fact, to perceive Him coming to her house, she stood up at once from 
her seat and, meeting Him with due ceremony alongwith her female companions, honoured 
Sri Krsna (the unfailing Lord) by offering Him a good seat and other articles of worship. (3) 
Duly honoured by her in a like manner, Uddhava squatied on the floor touching the seat 
(offered by her) with his head. Following the practices of the worldly-minded, Sri Krsna, for 
His part, quickly settled down on the costly bed (already placed there).(4) Duly preparing 
herself with a bath, pigments, fine linen, jewellery, garlands, perfumes, betel-leaves chewed 
with catechu, lime and areca-nut parings etc., nectar-like beverage and so on, she 
approached Sri Krsna (a scion of Madhu) with shy looks accompanied by sportful smiles and 
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amorous gestures. (5) Calling (to His side) the lovely damsel, timid (as she was) through 
bashfulness occasioned by her (very) first meeting (with a lover), and seizing her by the hand, 
adorned with a bracelet, the Lord set her on the bed and dallied with the charming girl, her 
only merit (entitling her to this rare privilege and honour) being that she had (willingly) offered 
(to Him) sandal-paste (which was meant for Karhsa, her master, who had a special liking for 
it). (6) Enjoying the (transcendent) smell of His feet and brushing off the suffering of her 
breasts, bosom and eyes—tormented (as they were) with pangs of love—by the (soothing 
and thrilling) touch of the feet of Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), she folded in her arms the all- 
blissful Darling, who (now) rested on her bosom, and (thereby) got rid of her agony (of 
separation from Him) of very long standing. (7) Alas ! having thus secured by offering pigment 
the presence of Sri Krsna, the almighty Lord, the Bestower of final beatitude, (who is) so 
difficult to attain, the hapless woman (unlike the blessed Gopis, who dedicated their all to Him 
and sought nothing in return) asked (of Him) the following (viz. the gratification of her carnal 
desire, although her physical contact alone with the all-blissful and all-powerful Lord was 
enough to ensure for her the highest blessing in the form of final beatitude). (8) She said, "(Be 
pleased to) stay here (in my house) for a few days and make merry with me, my most 
beloved friend, (for) | dare not forgo your company, O lotus-eyed one !" (9) Granting her 
the desired boon (in the shape of a promise to revel with her again) and honouring her (with 
suitable presents and polite words and thereby acknowledging her service), SriKrsna (the 
Ruler of all), who respects (the wishes of) all, returned with Uddhava to His own abode 
(Vasudeva's house), (which was) full of prosperity.) (10) He who, having duly propitiated 
Si Krsna (the all-pervading Lord), the Ruler (even) of universal lords (Brahma, Siva and 
others), who is so hard to please (except through exclusive Devotion), asks for that which 
is acceptable (agreeable) to the mind is of perverted understanding because of his 
pettiness. (11) 
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_ Wishing to get Akrira do some errand (of His) and (also) with intent to oblige him Lord 
Sri Krsna, accompanied by Balarama and Uddhava, visited in state the residence of 
Akrira.(12) Overjoyed to perceive from a distance the aforesaid jewels among the best of 
men, (who were) his own relations, and rising (from his seat) to receive them, he (went up 
to,) embraced and welcomed them. (13) (Nay, recalling Their divinity) he bowed to Sri Krsna 
and Balarama (in spite of Their young age) and, greeted by Them too (in return), duly 
worshipped Them, who had (now) taken Their seat. (14) Sprinkling over his head in every 
direction the water with which he had washed Their feet, O protector of men, and honouring 
Them with (various) articles of worship, as well as with exquisite robes, sandal-paste, 
garlands and excellent jewels, AkrUra, who was (already) bent low with humility, bowed down 
to Them with his head (inclined) and, kneading Their feet, that rested on his lap, spoke to Sri 
Krsna and Balarama (as follows):—(15-16) "Luckily (enough) by You two the sinful Karhsa 
has been slain alongwith his followers and this race of Yours not only saved from a calamity 
which was hard to get over but made to prosper (too). (17) You two are Prakrti (primordial 
Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit), the (material and efficient) causes (respectively) of the 
universe and one with the universe (too). There in neither any cause nor any effect apart from 
You two. (18) Entering after its creation (as its Inner Controller) this universe, evolved by 
Yourself through the instrumentality of Your own potencies (in the shape of Rajoguna etc.), 
O Krsna (the supreme Lord), You are perceived in various forms within the range of hearing 
and sight. (19) Evenas the (five) elements (earth etc.), appearin various formsin (the diverse 
orders of) created beings, (both) mobile and immobile, the media of their manifestation, so 
do You, the absolute Self. (entirely) self-dependent, appear in numberless forms in the 
various worlds (the fields of Your manifestation). (20) Through the instrumentality of Your 
own potencies in the shape of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti)—Rajas, Sattva and 
Tamas—You (severally) evolve, then protect (preserve) and (ultimately) reabsorb the 
universe. You are (however) not bound by those Gunas or (even) by those actions (in the 
form of creation, protection and reabsorption of the universe). Under no circumstance 
whatsoever can ignorance (the cause of bondage) be attributed to You, who are Consciousness 
itself. (21) A body and other adjuncts (that are supposed to limit the Self or Consciousness) 
being unascertained (through metaphysical investigation), birth and differences (following 
it) cannot be directly ascribed to the Spirit (much less to You, the Supreme Spirit). Hence 
there can be neither bondage nor liberation for You. What appears as bondage or liberation 
in You is (only superimposed by) our ignorance about You and a reflection of our (own) mind. 
(22) Each time this dateless path of the Vedas taught by You for the good of the world is 
obstructed by false creeds of a heretical type, You assume (for the vindication of the Vedic 
path) a form consisting of Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas). (23) As such, O Lord, You 
are born this time in the house of Vasudeva here (on this planet) with Your own part 
manifestation (Balarama) in order to remove the earth's burden by destroying hundreds of 
Aksauhinis of kings who are partial incarnations of demons and in order to spread the glory 
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of this race (the race of the Yadus). (24) Highly blessed indeed are our dwellings today, that 
You, O Lord who are above sense-perception, have visited—You, the well-known Father 
and Preceptor of the universe, manifested in the form of all the gods, manes, spirits and kings 
(the rulers of men)—the waters washing whose feet (under the name of the Ganga) sanctify 
(all) the three worlds. (25) What wise man would seek as his protector anyone other than You, 
who are (so) truthful of speech, friendly, grateful and loving to Your votaries, and who grant 
all the desires of a pure-hearted devotee, nay, bestow on him Your very Self, to which neither 
growth nor decay can be attributed. (26) Luckily enough (for us), O Lord who are supplicated 
by (al!) men, You have been perceived by us here (at our very house)—You, whose ways 
cannot be easily comprehended even by masters of Yoga (like Sanaka) and rulers of gods 
(like Indra). (Pray,) dispel atonce Your Maya (enchantment) in the shape of ties of attachment 
to our children, wife, wealth, relations, houses, body and so on." (27) 
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$riSuka continued : Thus honoured and glorified by His devotee, Lord Sri Hari smilingly 
replied to Akrura (as follows), enchanting him as it were by His (sweet and polite) words. (28) 
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The glorious Lord said : You are our preceptor (counsellor) and uncle, nay, our 
praiseworthy friend. We ever deserve to be protected, nourished and treated with compassion 
by you, as a matter of fact, since we are your children. (29) Highly blessed and most worthy 
souls like you deserve constantly to be adored (more than gods) by men seeking blessed- 
ness. Gods are (after all) actuated by self-interest (and are pleased with those alone who 
offer oblations to them through the sacred fire); (but) not so the pious (who habitually do good 
to others without expecting any return from them). (30) It is not that there are no purifying 
agencies (in the shape of rivers, lakes etc.), consisting of water and no deities (with a body) 
made of clay and stone. They (however) exert a purifying influence through a long process 
of time, whereas pious souls do so through their very sight. (31) As such you are the foremost 
of our friends. Therefore, with intent to do a good turn to (my cousins) Yudhisthira and others 
(the sons of Pandu) proceed you to Hastinapura (the capital of the Kauravas, named after 
its founder, King Hasti) for making enquiries about them. (32) Brought (back from the forest 
where King Pandu lived) to his capital by the (blind) king (Dhrtarastra, their elder uncle, who 
had ascended the throne on the plea of his being the reversionary heir of Pandu), their father 
having died (the other day), the boys are living ina most miserable condition with their mother 
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(Kunti, my aunt): so we have heard. (33) Sure enough, the feeble-minded King Dhrtarastra 
(the son of Ambika), who is (at the same time) blind and follows the will of his vile son 
(Duryodhana), does not behave impartially towards his nephews. (34) Go (therefore) and 
ascertain his behaviour (towards them) now—whether it is good or bad. Having definitely 
known it, we shall so arrange that the welfare of our relations (the Pandavas) may be 
ensured.” (35) Having thus duly instructed Akrira, the almighty Lord Sri Krsna (who 
alleviates the suffering of His devotees) then returned direct to His own residence alongwith 
Sankarsana (Balarama) and Uddhava. (36) 


Thus ends the forty-eighth discourse in the first half of Book Ten 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Discourse XLIX 


Akrira's visit to Hastinapura 
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Sri Suka began again : Going to Hastinapura, marked with the glory of the kings of 
Puru's race, Akrura saw there Dhrtarastra (the son of Ambika) accompanied by Bhisma, 
(nay,) Vidura, Prtha (the mother of the Pandava brothers), Bahlika (uncle of Bhisma) 
alongwith his son (Somadatta), Drona (the son of Bharadwaja), accompanied by Krpa (a 
scion of sage Gotama), (as well as) Karna, Suyodhana (Duryodhana), Aswatthama (the son 
of Drona), Yudhisthira and his four brothers (the sons of Pandu) and other friends. (1-2) 
Meeting his relatives in an appropriate manner, Akrira (the son of Gandinl) was duly 
questioned by them about the welfare of their relatives (at Mathura), and himself enquired 
about their well-being (in return). (3) He stayed there for some months with intent to ascertain 
the conduct (towards the sons of Pandu) of the king (Dhrtarastra), who had vile sons andlittle 
moral strength and followed the will of the wicked (his brother-in-law Sakuni, Karna and 
others). (4) Prtha as well as Vidura* (another half-brother of Dhrtarastra anda true friend and 
benefactor of the Pandavas) told him (Akriira) of all the evil—in the shape of administering 
poison etc—that had (already) been done and was (further) sought to be done by 
Duryodhana and others (the sons of Dhrtarastra), who were envious of the majesty, military 


* For the story of Vidura see Book III. 
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skill, bodily strength, prowess, modesty and other excellent qualities of Prtha's sons as well 
as of the love which the people bore for them. (5-6) 
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Approaching her cousin, Akrira, who was (quite) athand, and recollecting her birth-place 
(Mathura) Prtha for her part spoke to him with tear-drops in her eyes (as follows): —(7) "Do 
my parents (SUrasena and Marisa) and brothers* (Vasudeva etc.), sisters (Srutadeva and 
s0 on) and nephews (Sri Krsna, Balarama and others), ladies of the household (Devaki, 
Rohini and others) as well as my female friends remember me? (8) Does my nephew, Lord 
Sri Krsna, who is fit to protect all and is (so) fond of His devotees, as well as the lotus-eyed 
Balarama, remember Yudhisthira and others (the sons of His father's sister, i.e., myself)? (9) 
Will He (ever care to) console with His (comforting) words me—grieving (as | do) in the midst 
of enemies (even) as a she-deer would do in the midst of wolves—as well as these fatherless 
boys (of mine)? (10) O Krsna, O Enchanter of all, O great Yogi (Wielder of mystic powers), 
O Soul of the universe, O Saviour of all, O Deliverer of cows, protect me, that have sought 
You (as my refuge) and am suffering with my infants. (11) For men afraid of death and (future) 
birth | find no asylum other than Your lotus-feet, which are capable of conferring Liberation 
(on their worshippers), almighty that You are. (12) Hail to You, the Enchanter of all, the all- 
pure Brahma (the Absolute), the Supreme Spirit, the Master of Yoga (mystic powers), (nay,) 
Yoga (wisdom) personified ! | have sought You as my refuge." (13) 
aye art 
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Sri Suka continued : Remembering thus her own kinsfolk and (particularly) Sri Krsna, 
the Lord of the universe, O king, your great grandmother (Kunti) wept bitterly, afflicted as 
she was. (14) Akrura, to whom joy and sorrow made no difference, and the highly 
renowned Vidura comforted Kunti by reminding her of those responsible for the-birth of her 
sons (viz., Dharma, Vayu, Indra and the two Aswins). (15) Approaching the king 
(Dhrtarastra)—who differentiated between his own sons and nephews and was (particularly) 
fond of the former—while about to return (to Mathura), Akrira repeated in the midst of his 


kinsmen what was communicated (to the king) out of goodwill by his relations (Sri Krsna, 
Balarama and others). (16) 
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* For the names of Priha’s brothers, sisters, nephews and the ladies of her parental home vide verse 28-29, 30-31, 
46—55, 22-23 and 45 of Discourse XXIV of Book Nine. 
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Akrira said : O son of Vicitravirya, O enhancer of the glory of the Kurus, your (younger) 
brother, Pandu, having demised, you have now ascended the throne (of Hastinapura). (17) 
Ruling over the earth with piety, gratifying the people with your good conduct and behaving 
impartially towards your own people (viz., your sons and the sons of Pandu) you will attain 
prosperity and renown. (18) Acting otherwise, you will be censured in the world (during your 
lifetime) and go (down) to hell (after your death). Therefore, behave impartially towards the 
sons of Pandu and your own. (19) And there is no (possibility of one's) living together 
perpetually with anyone anywhere in this world—even with one's own body, O king; how, 
then, could one expect to live eternally with one's wife, children and so on? (20) A creature 
is born alone and dies all by itself. Alone it enjoys the fruit of its good deeds and alone does 
it reap the consequences of its misdeeds. (21) Others going by the names of son etc., (that 
deserve to be nourished) drain the unrighteously accumulated wealth of the foolish one 
(even) as the brood of an aquatic animal share its waters (which constitute its very life as it 
were). (22) Life, riches and sons etc., that a man nourishes through unrighteousness under 
the (false) notion that they are his own (ultimately) forsake the stupid fellow for good (even) 
when he (feels that he) has not yet accomplished his purpose (the enjoyment of pleasures).(23) 
Deserted by them (even) when his object has not (yet) been achieved, and carrying (with him) 
his (load of) sins a man who is ignorant of his own (real) interest and (therefore) has his face 
turned away from his own duty himself descends (after death) into the dismal hell. (24) 
Therefore, realizing this world, O king, to be a (mere) dream, illusion or fancy, and controlling 
your mind with your reason, be composed and impartial (to all), O lord ! (25) 
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Dhrtarastra replied : (Even) as you tender this salutary advice, O prince among the charitable, 
| donot feel sated with itany more than a mortal would on securing nectar. (26) Still yourwholesome 
and agreeable counsel, O gental one, does not stick into my fickle mind—biassed (as itis) through 
attachment to my sons—any more than (a flash of) lightning does (into a cloud). (27) Whatmancan 
possibly set aside (even) indirectly the decree of the almighty Lord, who (I am told) has appeared 


in the race of Yadu for removing the earth's burden ? (28) Hail to that supreme Lord who, having 
evolved this creation (consisting among others of numberless living organisms) by His own creative 


Dis. 49 ] BOOK TEN 317 
feteeeeewesres: 


Petite arse ene Tek eketeseeeesewwwe ee Sift tet te tieiriririnininininininenirentner tnt te trtr te 


energy (known by the name of Prakrti)—whose ways cannot be easily conceived—and entered 
it afterwards (as its Inner Controller), apportions (to them diverse) duties and their rewards, and 
whose pastime—{so) difficultto comprehend—is mainly responsible for the movementof the wheel 


of transmigration. (29) 
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SriSukawenton: Having thus come to know the mind of Dhrtarastra, and duly permitted 
by his relatives (the Kurus and the sons of Pandu), the aforesaid Akrura (a scion of Yadu) 
returned to Mathura (the capital of the Yadus). (30) (Reaching Mathura) he reported to 
Balarama and Sri Krsna the conduct in particular of Dhrtarastra towards Yudhisthira and 
others (the sons of Pandu), for which purpose, O Pariksit (a scion of Kuru), he had been 
personally sent (by Them). (31) 


Thus ends the forty-ninth discourse, in the first half of Book Ten of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa- 
Samnhit&, a collection of eighteen thousand Slokas 
composed by the sage Vedavyasa. 
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Srimad Bhagavata-Mahapurana 
Book Ten (Latter Half) 


Discourse L 
The Lord ensconces Himself in a fortress (built by Him in the western sea 


under the name of Dwaraka) 
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Sri Suka began again : Their husband being dead, Asti and Prapti, the two wives of 
Karnsa, O Pariksit (the foremost of the Bharatas), went away stricken with sorrow to the 
house of their father: so the tradition goes. (1) Seized with agony they made known to their 
father, Jarasandha, the ruler of the Magadhas, all that had contributed to their widowhood. (2) 
Full of grief and indignation of hear that unpleasant story, O protector of men, Jarasandha 
put forth a supreme endeavour to rid the earth of the Yadavas. (3) Protected by three and 
twenty Aksauhinis* he besieged Mathura, the capital of the Yadus, on all sides. (4) 
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Taking a full view of his army, which resembled an ocean that had overflowed its banks, 
of His own city besieged by it and of His people (near and dear ones) stricken with fear, Sri 


* The strength of an Aksauhini has been specified as follows :— 
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In other words, an Aksauhini consists of 1,09,350 infantry. 65,610 horse, 21,870 elephants and an equal number of 
chariots. 
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Krsna—who was no other than Lord Sri Hari (Visnu) appearing in a human semblance from 
some motive (viz., for removing the burden of the earth), pondered over (reviewed) the 
purpose of His descent (on this earthly plane) as well as on what was equal to the time and 
place in question. (5-6) (He took no time in arriving at a decision and said to Himself,) "I shall 
certainly destroy this army of all dependent chiefs, brought together by Jarasandha (the ruler 
of the Magadhas), reckoned as many Aksauhinis strong and consisting of foot soldiers, 
cavalry, chariots and elephants—a concentrated burden on the earth (and therefore easy 
to dispose of). Jarasandha, however, is not to be killed (at once) as (in the event of his being 
let off) he is expected to put forth renewed efforts to mobilize an army (so that | shall be 
spared the trouble of hunting up evil-doers). (7-8) This present descent of Mine is directed 
towards this very end, viz., removing the earth's burden, protecting the virtuous and wiping 
outthe vile. (9) (why this alone,) other (divine) forms too (such as those of a boar anda man- 
lion) are duly assumed by Me (from time to time) for the vindication of righteousness as well 
as for putting a stop to (the mad career of) unrighteousness gaining ascendancy during 
certain periods." (10) 
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While Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) was thus contemplating, there presently alighted 
from the heavens two chariots, possessing the effulgence of the sun and (each) accompanied 
by a charioteer and fitted with (necessary) appurtenances (such as armour and ensign). (11) 
There also appeared of their own accord eternal divine weapons (of the Lord). Perceiving 
them, Sri Krsna (the Controller of the senses) immediately spoke to Sankarsana (as 
follows):—(12) "See, noble Brother, the calamity that has come upon the Yadus, of whom 
You are the Guardian, O Lord! Here is Your chariot come, as well as Your favourite weapons 
(the plough, pestle and so on), (13) Mounting the vehicle, sweep off this army and completely 
deliver Your people (thereby) from the disaster (that stares them in the face). Surely to this 
end is directed Our descent, which brings happiness to the virtuous, O Lord ! (14) Remove 
the earth's burden going by the name of the twenty-three Aksauhinis." Having thus fully 
deliberated, Balarama and Sri Krsna (the two Scions of Dagarha) rode out of the city in their 
respective chariots, clad in armour and armed with Their own weapons and surrounded by 
avery small detachment. Coming out of the city into the open land, Sri Hari, who had Daruka 
for His charioteer, blew His conch (thereby challenging the enemy to encounter Them). (15-16) 
From that followed a shivering occasioned by terror in the heart of the enemy's ranks. Looking 
intently at the two (divine) Brothers, Jarasandha (the ruler of the Magadhas) said to Them, 
“O Krsna, the vilest among men, for very shame | do not wish to fight with you, a youngster, 
(especially) when you are alone. (No,) |am not going to have an encounter with you, O stupid 
fellow, who remained concealed (so long); (therefore), get away, O slayer of your (own) 
maternal uncle ! (17-18) If there is an itching in you (for a combat), O Balarama, offer battle 
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to me and have patience (to see the result). Casting off your body torn with my shafts, (either) 
ascend to heaven or slay me (if you can). (19) 
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The glorious Lord replied : The valiant never brag; they only exhibit their manliness. 
We do not (however) take your words to heart, O knig, full of grief as you are (over the death 
of your son-in-law, Karnsa) and about to die. (20)~— 
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Sri Suka continued : Marching towards Balarama and Sri Krsna (the two Scions of 
Madhu), Jarasandha (the foster-son of the demoness Jara”, who had joined the two halves 
of his body into one) surrounded Them, including Their troops, vehicles, flags, horses and 
charioteers, with a very powerful and huge multitude of troops even as a tempest would 
envelop the sun and a fire with clouds and particles of dust respectively. (21) Stricken with 
grief not to perceive on the battle-field the chariots of Sri Krsna and Balarama, distinguished 
with ensigns bearing the emblems severally of Garuda (the king of birds, the carrier of Lord 
Visnu) and a palmyra tree, the women (of Mathura). who had climbed up to the attics (on the 
fort) and (tops of) mansions and gates of the city, fell into a swoon. (22) Seeing His own 
(small) force oppressed with the formidable shower of shafts repeatedly discharged by 


*Vide verses 7-8 of Discourse XXII of Book Nine. 
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clouds in the shape of hostile troops, Sri Hari twanged His excellent Sarnga bow, esteemed 
by the gods and demons (alike). (23) Taking arrows out of His quiver and fitting them (to the 
bow), pulling the string (of the bow) at full length and discharging volleys of sharp arrows and 
striking down chariots, elephants, horses and foot-soldiers (on all sides) without interval, the 
Lord whirled as a revolving fire-brand. (24) Elephants fell dead with the frontal globes on their 
foreheads plit up; horses (too) dropped dead in large numbers with their necks cut off with 
shafts; chariots toppled down with their horses, ensigns, charioteers and masters struck 
down, and foot-soldiers fell prostrate with their arms, thighs and necks severed. (25) On the 
field of battle were set flowing in hundreds streams of blood issued from the bodies of foot- 
soldiers, elephants and horses that were being mowed down—streams in which arms (of 
fallen soldiers) floated like (aquatic) serpents, the heads of men like tortoises, their hands 
and thighs like fishes, the locks of men like duck-weeds and their excellent and big gems and 
ornaments like gravel and stones. The streams were thick with shoals in the shape of killed 
elephants and alligators in the shape of slain horses; (nay,) they were full of waves in the 
shape of bows and bushes in the shape of (other) weapons, and looked terrible with eddies 
in the shape of shields (or wheels). They brought terror to cowards and encouragement to 
the valiant of one army to give battle to the other. By Sankarsana (Balarama) of immeasurable 
prowess, even as He was (busy) annihilating the vainglorious enemies with His pestle,was 
brought to destruction (the remnant of) that force, led by Jarasandha (the king of the 
Magadhas), (even) though it was hard to cross and fearful like the ocean and unfathomable 
(in prowess) and endless (in extent) O dear Pariksit! That was (however) a mere amusing 
play on the part of Sri Krsna and Balarama (the two sons of Vasudeva), the Rulers of the 
universe. (26—29) The (aforesaid) discomfiture of the enemy's forces is no wonder on the 
part of the Lord who carries on the (processes of) creation, preservation and annihilation of 
(all) the three worlds by way of His (divine) sport, endowed as He is with endless attributes. 
Still the story is (being) told (at some length) as of Him who imitates the ways of mortals (and 
fought like two Ksatriya) youths though capable of destroying any army whatsoever in a 
twinkling by mere will). (30) 
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(Even) as a lion would seize another with force, Balarama caught hold of Jarasandha, 
who though very powerful, had lost his chariot and was left (alone) with his life, his (entire) 
force having been wiped out. (31) With intent to accomplish His (own) work (of concentrating 
all undesirable elements) through him Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) prevented his being 
bound (by Balarama) with the cords of Varuna as well as with human ropes, although he had 
(himself) killed (numberless redoubtable) foes (in the past). (32) Let go by Sri Krsna and 
Balarama (the two Lords of the universe) and (therefore) abashed, Jarasandha (who was 
honoured by the valiant) resolved upon austerities but was stopped on the way by (other) 
kings (such as his friend and associate Sigupala, the ruler of the Cedis and another sworn 
enemy of Sri Krsna, though related to Him by blood) by means of expressions consisting of 
words bearing sacred import and even worldly counsels saying "This discomfiture at the 
hands of the Yadus has been sustained by you through the binding nature of your own (past) 
actions." (33-34) Ignored by the Lord on all his battalions having been wiped out, King 
Jarasandha (son of Brhadratha) withdrew dispirited to the Magadh territory (his own ' 
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Meeting the citizens of Mathura, that had now been rid of (all) agony, and felt delighted 
at heart (and had now come out to greet and felicitate their Saviours), Lord Sri Krsna (the 
Bestower of Liberation) too returned—Sri Krsna, whose army remained. (completely) 
unscathed and who was applauded by the gods and was (also) being covered with flowers 
in that He had crossed without any effort the ocean of the enemy's forces, nay, whose victory 
was being celebrated by Sutas (heralds), Magadhas (bards) and Vandis (panegyrists). (36-37) 
Conchs and drums, kettledrums and clarionets as well as lutes, flutes and clay tomtoms 
sounded (of themselves) while the Lord was entering the city, whose road had been sprinkled 
(with water), (nay) which was full of merry men, was decorated with flags and resonant 
with the chanting of Veda and which had ornamental arches erected all round by way of 
festivity. (38-39) Being strewn by women with flowers, curds unbroken grains of rice and 
sprouts, and lovingly regarded with eyes dilated through joy, the Lord presented to King 
Ugrasena (the ruler of the Yadus) all the untold wealth (found) lying on thé field of battle and 
the jewellery of (killed) warriors, that had been brought by Him. (40-41) 
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Followed (each time) by an army consisting of the same number of (viz., twenty-three) 
Aksauhinis, King Jarasandha (the ruler of Magadha) fought in this way (as many as) 
seventeen times with the Yadus, who were protected by Sri Krsna (and were therefore 
invincible). (42) Endowed (however) with the (inexhaustible and unequalled) might of Sri 
Krsna, the Vrsnis annihilated his entire force. Let off by the Yadus (his enemies) on his troops 
having been killed, the monarch withdrew (to his capital). (43) While the eighteenth 
encounter was yet to come, Kalayavana (a Yavana hero), despatched by the sage Narada, 
appeared (on the scene) during the interval. (44) Having heard (from the mouth of Narada,* 
of whom he had enquired the names of foremost warriors on the earth's surface) of the Yadus 
as being his equals (in prowess), Kalayavana, who had no rival among men, came and 
besieged Mathura with thirty millions of Mlecchas (non-Aryans or barbarians). (45) 
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* Vide Visnu-Purana V.xxiii. 6. 
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Seeing him, Sri Krsna, who enjoyed the companionship of Sankarsana (Balarama), 
thought (as follows): “Oh, a great calamity has surely overtaken the Yadus from both sides 
(viz., Kalayavana and Jarasandha). This Yavana, who is followed by a huge army, has 
certainly invested us today. (And) Jarasandha (the ruler of Magadha) will also come either 
today or tomorrow or the day after (at the latest). (46-47) If Jarasandha (the foster-son of 
Jara, the demoness) comes while We are both (engaged in) contending with this fellow, the 
mighty Jarasandha will (either) make short work of our relations or take them away (as 
captives) to his own capital. (48) Therefore, we shall this (very) day construct a citadel which 
will be difficult of access to men (lit., bipeds) and, having ensconced our relations there, shall 
(return and) have the Yavana killed (by strategem)."* (49) Having deliberated thus, the Lord 
caused a fortress to be built in the (western) sea (by Viswakarma, the architect of the gods) 
as well as a city (inside the fortress), extending over (an area of) twelve Yojanas (96 miles) 
and containing all wonderful things—a city in which expert knowledge of architecture (a 
science attributed to Twasta, the architect of the gods) as wellas (unique) masonic skill stood 
revealed, and which was specially constructed with roads, streets and quadrangles (strictly) 
conforming to the site (assigned to them in standard works on architecture). (50-51) It was 
(duly) provided with gardens consisting of celestial trees and creepers as well as with 
wonderful groves and was built (according to a definite plan) with attics and gateways of 
crystal touching the (very) heavens with their domes of gold, barns of silver and brass 
adorned with gold pitchers, houses of gold with tops of jewels and floors of emerald, temples 
dedicated to the deities presiding over the foundation of houses and home-steads etc., and 
wooden sheds on the roofs of houses. The city was crowded with men belonging to the four 
orders of society and shone forth with palaces belonging to the rulers of the Yadus (Ugrasena 
and Vasudeva, Balarama and Sri Krsna). (652—54) The great Indra sent down (from heaven 
as a present) for Sri Krsna (his famous assembly hall known by the name of) Sudharma as 
wellas the Parijata tree (one of the five well-known species of celestial trees), stationed under 
the shade of which a mortal does not remain tied down to the characteristics of mortals (viz., 
hunger and thirst, old age and death, grief and infatuation). (55) Varuna (the god of water) 
sent down (milk-) white horses with one dark ear and swift as thought; Kubera (the lord of 
treasures), the eight treasures; and the guardians of (other) spheres, the riches peculiar to 


* The Lord did not kill the Yavana Himself obviously because he had been gotas a boon from Lord Siva, who had further 
ordained that the boy would prove a terror to the Yadus. (Vide Visnu-Purana V.xxili. 1—4) 
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themselves. (56) Sri Hari Himself having come down to the earth (in the form of Sri Krsna), 
O protector of men, others (such as the Siddhas too) returned (to Him) in toto whatever 
lordship had been granted (in their favour) by the Lord for the (successful) execution of their 
charge. (57) Transferring all the people (of Mathura) to that retreat by dint of Yoga (His 
supernatural power), and having duly conferred with Balarama, who was looking after (the 
rest of) the people (at Mathura), Sri Krsna, the Dispeller of the agony of His devotees, issued 
out of the city gate, wearing a garland of lotuses and unarmed, (58) 


Thus ends the fiftieth discourse entitled "The Lord ensconces Himself 
in a fortress", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : The Yavana (Kalayavana) beheld Sri Krsna fully emerged (from 
the city gate) like the rising moon—most charming to look at, dark brown (of hue), clad in 
yellow silk, with a white curl of hair (known by the name of Srivatsa) on His bosom and His 
neck adorned with the brilliant Kaustubha gem, endowed with four massive and long arms 
and eyes ruddy as a fresh-blown lotus, and wearing a lotus-like face, ever full of excessive 
joy, with beautiful and splendid cheeks and a bright smile and adorned with brilliant alligator- 
shaped ear-rings. (1—3) Concluding from the characteristics pointed out by Narada that this 


most handsome man with four arms and lotus-like eyes and distinguished with the mark of 
Srivatsa and adorned with a garland of sylvan flowers must be Sri Krsna (son of Vasudeva) 
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and none else, and resolving that since He was armless and was going on foot, he (too) must 
encounter Him unarmed (and unmounted), the Yavana pursued Him with intent to overtake 
Him while He was running fast with His back turned against him although He is not within easy 
reach even of those adeptin Yoga. (4—6) The Yavana chief was lured far away toa mountain 
cave by Sri Krsna, who showed Himself at every step as though within grasp. (7) Though 
(still) at His heels, reproaching Him in the words “It does not become you, born (as you are) 
in the race of Yadu, to run away (before an adversary)", he could not get at Him, his evil 
destiny (that prevented him from touching the Lord's sacred person) having not (yet) been 
exhausted. (8) Even though censured in this way, the Lord entered deep into the mountain 
cave. Having penetrated it himself, the Yavana found another man lying asleep there. (9) 
"Surely, having brought me (so) far away, the fellow is lying here like an innocent man |" 
Saying thus to himself and taking him to be Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), the stupid fellow 
struck him freely with his foot. (10) Waking up and slowly opening his eyes, the man, who 
had been long asleep, gazed all round and beheld the Yavana standing by his side. (11) Burnt 
by the fire produced out of the Yavana's (own) body even as the look of the lying man—who 
felt enraged (on his having been awakened so rudely and abruptly)—fell on him, he was 
reduced to ashes in an instant, O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata)! (12) 
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The king said : What was that man called, who killed the Yavana (thus), O holy 
Brahmana, and to whose race did he belong ? What (kind of) prowess did he possess in 
reality ? Wherefore did he go to sleep in the (said) cave and whose seed was he ? (13) 
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Sri Suka replied : Born in the race of Iksw&ku and an eminent son of Mandhata, he was 
known as Mucukunda and was not only (supremely) devoted to the Brahmanas but true to 
his promise (too). (14) He was entreated for their protection by the hosts of gods led by Indra, 
who were terribly afraid of the demons; and (accordingly) he ensured their safety for a long 
time. (15) Having found in Guha (the younger son of Lord Siva), a guardian of heaven, they 
now said to Mucukunda, "O king, cease you (now) from the uphill task of protecting us on all 
sides. (16) Since you have been (busy) protecting us (all along), having completely 
renounced your kingdom on the mortal plane—which had (all) its enemies wiped out (by 


you)—all your enjoyments have ceased. (17) Nay,) your sons and wives and (other) 
relations, ministers and counsellors, and even the people of your time survive no more 
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having been swept away (by the cruel hand of Death). (18) The Time-Spirit is mightier than 
the mighty; (nay,) it is the almighty and immortal Lord (Himself). Like'a herdsman driving a 
herd it sweeps away created beings in (mere) sport. (19) May good betide you, ask of us 
today any boon other than Liberation; (for) the imperishable Lord Visnu is the sole authority 
capable of granting it." (20) Thus addressed (by them), King Mucukunda of great renown 
respectfully saluted the gods and, entering deep into the (aforesaid) cave*, and overpowered 
by (a very long spell of) sleep, vouchsafed by the gods (in response to his prayer), lay down 
to repose (there). (21) (The gods further said to him,) "Let him, however, who thoughtlessly 
awakens you, when fallen into sleep, in the middle, be instantly reduced to mere ashes when” 
but seen by you." (22) 
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On the Yavana having (thus) been converted into ashes, Lord Sri Krsna (the foremost 
of the Yadus) showed Himself to the wise Mucukunda. (23) Beholding the Lord—dark- 
brown as a cloud, clad in yellow silk, bearing the mark of Srivatsa on His breast, irradiated 
with the brilliant Kaustubha gem, endowed with four arms, splendid with a garland of sylvan 
flowers, wearing a lovely and cheerful countenance, and adorned with a pair of shining 
alligator-shaped ear-rings, captivating to the sight of human beings, enlivened with a loving 
smile and endearing glances, possessed of a charming youth, walking with the charming 
gait of a proud lion, and formidable as it were by His glory—and overwhelmed by His lustre, 
the king who was possessed of a great wisdom, was filled with awe and slowly inquired of 
Him (as follows). (24—27) 
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Mucukunda submitted : Who may you be, arrived in the mountain cave, and how is it 
that you roam about in this forest abounding in thorns with your feet tender as the petals of 
a lotus ? (28) Are you the effulgence (incarnate) of the effulgent, or the glorious fire-god, the 
sun-god, the moon-god or the mighty Indra (the ruler of paradise) or any other Lokapala 


(guardian of a particular sphere) ? (29) | consider You to be (no other than) Lord Visnu, the 
Supreme Person) out of the three rulers of gods (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) as (is clear from 


* The cave is located to the south of Mathura near Dholpur in the State of Rajasthan. 
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the fact that) You are dispelling the darkness of this cave (as well as the darkness of 
ignorance enveloping my mind) by Your (very) effulgence even as a lamp. (30) May You, 
O Jewel among men, tell us—who are sincerely eager to hear—about your birth (pedigree), 
doings or family name, if it pleases you. (31) We, for our part, O Tiger among men, are 
Ksatriyas by caste and belong to the race of Ikswaku. (Personally) | am sprung from the 
loins of Mandhata (son of Yuvanagwa), and called by the name of Mucukunda, O Lord. (32) 
Wearied with vigil extending over long ages (while engaged in protecting the gods against 
the onslaughts of the demons) and with my senses overpowered by sleepiness, | had lain 
asleep in this lonely cave undisturbed till | was aroused (just) now by someone (not known 
to me). (33) He too has been reduced to ashes surely by his own sin. Immediately 
afterwards was noticed (by me) Your glorious Self, the Destroyer of foes. (34) Dazzled 
by Your unbearable effulgence, we are unable to look at You for a long time, O highly 
blessed One! (All the same we can easily perceive that) You deserve to be honoured by 
(all) embodied souls. (35) Respectfully addressed in these words by the king, the Lord, 
who is the Protector of (all) created beings, heartily laughed and replied (as follows) in a 
voice deep as the rumbling of clouds. (36) 
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The glorious Lord said: My descents, exploits and appellations, O beloved one, 
number thousands and cannot actually be counted even by Me (omniscient as | am) 
because of their being infinite (in number). (37) Someone might have at any time (in the 
past) been able through many lives to count the particles of dust on the earth; but one could 
never reckon My excellences, exploits and names or (even) My descents. (38) The 
greatest sages (like Narada and Sanaka) cannot reach the end of My descents and doings 
relating to the past, present and future if they (try to) enumerate them in order. (39) 
Nevertheless, O beloved monarch, hear from Me, as | tell you, of those relating to 
the present day. Prayed to of yore by Brahma (the creator) for the vindication of virtue 
and the extermination of the demons that were proving a (veritable) burden to the earth, 
| have appeared in the house of Anakadundubhi (Vasudeva) in the race of Yadu. They 


call Me by the name of Vasudeva because of My being the most distinguished son 
of Vasudeva (although | have been known by this name even before in a different sense 
of course). (40-41) (As regards My exploits) the demon Kalanemi, born as Karhsa, 
has been killed (by Me), as well as Pralamba and other enemies of the righteous. And this 
Yavana has been burnt to death (by Me), O king, through your fiery eyes.(42) Having been 
repeatedly entreated by you before, | the said Vasudeva, have come to this cave (but) for 
the purpose of showering My grace on you, fond as | am of My devotees. (43) Ask 
boons of your choice (of Me), O royal sage; | shall confer on you all your desired objects. 
No body who has sought Me for protection will have cause to grieve any more. (44) 
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m Sri Suka continued : Recollecting the prediction* of sage Garga (the elder) and realizing 
Sri Krsna to be (non else than) Lord Narayana, when addressed in these words (by the Lord), 
Mucukunda bowed low to Him and, full of joy, spoke (as follows). (45) 
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* Mucukunda was told by the sage Vrddha Garga (the elder or senior Garga) that the Lord Himself would appear in the 
house of Vasudevain the twenty-eighth round of Dwapara Yugain the course of the present Manvantara and that the king would 
have the rare and unique privilege of beholding Him and talking to Him. 
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Mucukunda prayed : Deluded by Your Maya (enchanting potency) and blind to the 
(highest) Reality (viz., Yourself), O Lord, this creature (man)—appearing (now) as male and 
(now as) female—does not worship You, but remains attached to the home, which is a 
(ptolific) source of misery (alone), in search of happiness, of which (however) it is (ever) 
deprived. (46) Having somehow (by grace of God) secured without (any) effort birth—which 
is (So) difficult to attain—in this land (of Bharatavarsa) as a human being sound of body and 
mind (and therefore fit for devotions), O sinless Lord, man does not take refuge in Your lotus- 
feei, his mind being set on the pleasures of sense (which are unreal), and remains sunk in 
household life even like a beast fallen into a well overgrown with grass (and is unable to get 
out of it). (47) (All) this life of mine, O invincible Lord, has slipped in vain in endless anxiety, 
a ruler of the earth as | was with my pride puffed up by a royal fortune, viewing this mortal 
frame as my own self and remaining attached to children, wives, treasury and lands. (48) 
With the feeling about this body—which is as much apart from me as a jar or a wall—being 
my own self and a ruler of men, deeply rooted (in my mind), nay, traversing the earth in all 
directions, surrounded by generals commanding regiments of chariots, elephants, horses 
and foot-soldiers, and forgetting You (the Time-Spirit), | had grown very haughty. (49) Alert 
as the serpent that grabs a rat, licking the ends of its lips through hunger, You (appearing) 
as Death suddenly overtake the embodied soul that is utterly forgetful (of You), engrossed 
asitis in the thoughtofits (worldly) projects, and not only hankers after the pleasures of sense 
(even though its aspirations are thwarted at every step) but finds its thirst (for enjoyment) 
immensely aggravated (even as its aspirations are realized). (50) The same body which was 
formerly—while moving about in chariots adorned with gold ornaments or on (the back of) 
young elephants—bore the title of a ruler of men, (eventually) passes by the name of 
excrement (if left exposed and devoured by dogs, jackals or vultures and crows etc.) of 
worms (if interred) and of ashes (if cremated) when seized by You disguised as death, which 
is (So) hard to escape. (51) Having fully conquered all the (four) quarters, with all possibility 
of (a future) conflict precluded, and occupying a high seat (the exalted throne of a universal 
monarch) and hailed by monarchs that were (once) his equals, the man, O Lord, is led (hither 
and thither) as a toy-deer of young women in (the precincts of) the home, which offers (no 
other charm than) sexual pleasures. (52) Devoted heart and soul to austerities with all 
enjoymenis ceased, and making gifts in the hope of (securing) such enjoyments (hereafter), 
he performs (virtuous) actions (in his present life) in order that he may be reborn as Indra (or 
as a universal monarch even in the life to come). He (however) whose thirst (for enjoyment) 
is (thus) fully developed is never able to enjoy (any) happiness (whatsoever). (53) When the 
end of (the cycle of) birth and death in the case of a soul undergoing transmigration is in sight, 
then (alone) his meeting with some saint takes place, O immortal Lord ! (And) when there 
is fellowship with a saint, then alone is engendered (a feeling of) devotion to You, the Refuge 
of saints and the Ruler of the high and the low. (54) | conclude that a (unique) favour has been 
done to me by You, O Lord, in that the shackles of sovereignty have fallen off my feet without 
(any) effort (on my part)—a consummation which is devoutly sought for by wise kings ruling 
over the entire globe and intending to retire into the woods with a vow to live (all) alone. (55) 
| do not covet any boon other than service to Your (sacred) feet—which is the highest 
blessing worth coveting in the eyes of those who have nothing to call their own, O almighty 
Lord ! For, having propitiated You, the Bestower of Liberation, O Hari, what wise man would 
ask (of You) a boon which is (only) calculated to bind the soul (further) ? (56) Therefore, 
rejecting, O Lord, all blessings associated with the qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas 
(such as religious merit, worldly prosperity and the extermination of foes), | run (for 
protection) to You, the Supreme Person, who are pure consciousness free from (the taint of) 
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Maya, (nay,) above the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and one withouta second. (57) Lorg 
afflicted in this world with the fruits of actions and being tormented with the impressions left 
on the mind by those actions, nay, with my six (internal) foes (in the shape of the five senses 
of perception and the mind) not (yet) free from thirst and having (therefore) not (so far) been 
able to secure peace (of mind), | have somehow duly reached, O Bestower of Knowlecge 
concerning Yourself, Your lotus Feet, which are divorced from fear and grief and which are 
all truth, O Supreme Spirit. (Pray,) protect me, O Lord, distressed as | am. (58) 
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The glorious Lord replied : O great king, O ruler of the entire globe, your mind is free 
from (all) impurities (in the shape of attachment, greed etc.) and powerful (capable of 
perceiving the highest truth) in that it could not be lured by (offers of) enjoyments, even 
though you were tempted with boons of your choice. (59) Know that it was to show (to the 
world) your vigilance (in the matter of choosing the right thing and rejecting the false) that you 
were tempted with boons. The judgment of those who are exclusively devoted to Me can never 
be perverted by (offers of) sensuous enjoyments) (which are coveted by the world). (60) The 
mind of those other than devotees, even though they try to curb it through breath-control etc., 
is seen (to get) riotous again, its craving for enjoyment having not (yet) ceased (which is 
possible only through Devotion), O king ! (61) With your mind set on Me, wander the earth 
at pleasure. May your devotion to Me continue uninterrupted for ever as a matter of course. 
(62) Devoted to the duties of a Ksatriya (viz., the protection of your subjects), you killed game 
(of various kinds) through hunting etc.; (therefore) looking upon Me as your asylum and 
collected (in mind), get rid of the sinful tendency (acquired through such practices) by 
recourse to asceticism. (63) Being reborn as a Brahmana (the formost of the twice-born), 
most friendly to all created beings, in your (very) next incarnation, O Mucukunda, you will 
surely attain to Me, the Absolute. (64) 


Thus ends the fifty-first discourse, entitled "“Mucukunda's Eulogy (of the Lord)," 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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ri Suka began again : Thus blessed, O dear Pariksit, by Sri Krsna, Mucukunda, a scion 
of Ikswaku, went round Him (clockwise as a mark of respect) and, bowing low to Him, came 
out (into the open country) through the mouth of the cave. (1) Observing diminutive men, 
beasts, plants and trees and concluding the age of Kali to have set in, he proceeded in a 
northerly direction.(2) Full of faith in austerities, self-possessed, free from attachment, and 
concentrating his mind on Sri Krsna, Mucukunda, who had (all) his doubts cleared, entered 
deep into the forest on Mount Gandhamadana. (3) Reaching Badarikasrama (so called 
because of its grove of jujube trees), containing the abode of (the divine sages) Nara and 
Narayana, he sought the favour of Sri Hari through asceticism, enduring all pairs of opposites 
(such as heat and cold) and remaining tranquil (at all times). (4) Going back to the city (of 
Mathura), which continued to be beleaguered by the Yavanas, and wiping out the barbarian 
host, the Lord took away their wealth to Dwaraka. (5) While the treasure was (thus) being 
carried away on (the back of) oxen and men directed by Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), 
Jarasandha appeared (on the scene) leading an army consisting (as usual) of twenty-three 
Aksauhinis. (6) Observing the impetuosity of the onrush of the enemy's host, Balarama and 
Sri Krsna (the two Scions of Madhu), who had adopted the ways of human beings, took to 
Their heels at once. (7) Leaving the immense spoils (uncared for), the two Brothers covered 
many a mile with Their feet, resembling lotus petals, as though terribly afraid, though 


(absolutely) fearless. (8) Laughing heartily to see Them flying (like cowards), the powerful 
Jarasandha (the ruler of Magadha) pursued Them with the hosts of chariots, not knowing the 
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greatness of the two almighty Brothers. (9) Having run fast for a long distance and (therefore 
apparently) fully exhausted, They (nevertheless) climbed up a lofty mountain bearing the 
(significant) name of Pravarsana, where the glorious Indra (the god of rain) perpetually 
rains.(10) Concluding Them to have hidden (somewhere) on the mountain and not knowing 
the (exact) place (of-Their concealment), O protector of men, Jarasandha set the (whole) 
mountain ablaze with the help of piles of wood (with which the mountain was girt on all sides), 
strewing fire all round. (11) Then, springing up with (great) impetuosity from the mountain- 
peak, which was ten and one Yojanas (or eighty-eight miles) high and whose sides were (all) 
burning, They descended or'the plains (across the area occupied by the besieging army). (12) 
Not being perceived by the enemy (Jarasandha) and his followers, Sri Krsna and Balarama 
(the two jewels of Yadu's race) came back to Their own city (Dwaraka), which had the sea 
for its moat, O protector of men! (13) Falsely taking Balarama and Sri Krsna (the Ruler even 
of Brahma and Lord Siva) as burnt (to death), the aforesaid Jarasandha (the Ruler of 
Magadha) too returned to Magadha taking (back with him) the very large army (brought by 
him to rout Sri Krsna). (14) 
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Urged by Brahma (the creator), the glorious Kakudmi (son of Revata), the suzerain lord 
of the Anartas (the modern Kathiawad or Saurashtra), gave away his daughter, Revati, to 
Balarama: this has already been narrated (by me in Book IX)* . (15) Having vanquished by 
dint of prowess the kings ranged on the side of Sigupala (the ruler of Cedi—a rival suitor of 
Rukmini) the foremost of whom was Salva, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) too, O jewel 
among the Kurus, espoused in a choice-marriage Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha—the 
modern Berar), the daughter of Bhismaka (the ruler of Vidarbha) anda part manifestation 
of Sri(the goddess of beauty and prosperity, the principal Spouse of Lord Visnu)—(even) as 
Garuda (son of Tarksa, a nickname of the Sage Kasyapa) carried away (the jar containing) 
nectar—while all people stood gazing. (16-17) 
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The king (Pariksit) said : The Lord espoused Rukmini, the daughter of Bhismaka, of 
lovely countenance, according to (what is known as) the Raksasa mode of marriage (so- 
called because it is principally in vogue among the Raksasas or ogres): so it is heard. (18) 
O divine sage, | long to hear (in detail) the story of Sri Krsna of unlimited energy—how He 
Snatched away the girl, having conquered Jarasandha (the ruler of Magadha), Salva and 
others. (19) O holy Brahmana, what man who is capable of understanding and appreciating 
what he has heard would feel sated as a matter of fact while hearing the stories of Sri Krsna, 
which are not only delightful (to hear) and ever interesting but bring a great reward (to the 
listener) and wipe out the sins of mankind ? (20) 


* Vide verses 27 to 36 of Discourse III. 
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Sri Suka continued : There was a great king, Bhismaka by name, (who was) the 
suzerain lord of Vidarbha (which is generally identified with the modern Berar). Five sons 
and one daughter of charming countenance were born to him. (21) The eldest (of them) 
was Rukmi, Rukmaratha the next, and then followed (in order of sequence) Rukmabahu, 
Rukmakega and Rukmamali. Rukmini was (the name of) their virtuous sister. (22) Having 
closely heard about the comeliness, valour, excellences and affluence of Sri Krsna (the 
Bestower of Liberation) as being celebrated by visitors to her house, she began to look 
upon Him as her befitting husband. (23) Sri Krsna too made up His mind to marry her in 
an appropriate manner, knowing her (from similar sources) to be an embodiment of 
intelligence, (auspicious) bodily characteristics, generosity, physical charm, amiability and 
other virtues and (therefore) a worthy consort. (24) Rukmi (the eldest prince), who hated 
Sri Krsna, proposed Sigupala (the ruler of Cedi), deterring his refations (parents and 
brothers)—who intended to give away Rukmini (his sister) to Sri Krsna, O protector of 
men—from that course. (25) 
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Greatly troubled in mind to learn this and pondering (awhile), the beautiful Rukmini (the 
princess of Vidarbha) speedily despatched a trusted Brahmana to bring Sri Krsna (to her 
father's capital). (26) Having duly reached Dwaraka, and having been ushered (into the 
Lord's presence) by the porters, he beheld Sri Krsna (the most ancient Person) seated on 
a throne of gold. (27) Seeing him (from a distance), Sri Krsna ( a devotee of the Brahmanas, 
though Himself adored by all) got down from His throne and, having seated him (there), 
honoured him in the same way as the gods (lit.,the denizens of heaven) honoured Him 
(whenever He went to their abode). (28) Approaching him, when he had taken his meal and 
rested (awhile), and gently kneading his feet with His hand Sri Krsna (the Goal of the 
righteous) coolly inquired of him (as follows):—(29) “I hope, O jewel among the foremost of 


Brahmanas, your religious observances, approved by the elders, are going on without much 
difficulty, and | hope your mind is ever complacent. (30) When a Brahmana remains 
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contented with whatever is obtained (without any endeavour), never swerving from his 
sacred duty, such contentment (alone) actually yields to him all his desired blessings. (31) 
A discontented Indra (the ruler of gods) too only migrates one after another to the higher 
worlds (and eae rest); while a contented soul, even though destitute, enjoys a sound © 
sleep, with all his limbs (including his mind) free from anguish. (32) | salute again and again 
with My head (bent low) pious and placid Brahmanas contented with whatever is got 
unasked and most friendly to (all) created beings, yet free from egotism. (33) Are you (all) 
enjoying security, O Brahmana, at the hands of your king ? Indeed he is dear to Me, in whose 
dominion the people, protected by him, live happily. (34) If not secret, (pray,) tell us 
everything—whence and seeking what you have come to this place crossing the sea (which 
is So difficult to cross). What work of yours can we do ?" (35) Politely asked (all) these relevant 
questions by Sri Krsna the Supreme Ruler of the universe)—who had assumed an embodied 
form for the sake of (mere) fun—the Brahmana told Him everything (how the parents of 
Rukmini planned to give her away to Sri Krsna and how their plans were being thwarted by 
her eldest brother, Rukmi, who was in favour of marrying her to Sigupala, the ruler of Cedi, 
and had sent formal invitation to him). (36) (He then delivered to Sri Krsna the following 
message either orally or in the form of a letter written by the princess herself). 
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Rukmini says:—Having heard, O immortal Lord, most handsome in all the (three) 
worlds, of Your excellences—which, entering deep into the heart through the apertures of 
the ears, dispel the agony of the hearts, O beloved one—as well as of Your charming 
appearance, which vouchsafes to those that have eyes all the blessings sought for by their 
eyes, my mind has been set on You, (all) shame having fled away from it. (37) What noble, 
firm and high-born maiden, O Bestower of Liberation, will, not on her coming of age elect You 
as her husband—You, O Lion among men, who are Your own compeer in point of pedigree, 
good disposition, comeliness of form, learning, youthfulness, opulence and glory and ravish 
the mind of (all) mankind ? (38) Hence you have indeed been elected by me as my husband, 


O Darling, and this body has been bestowed on You. (Pray,) take me to wife here (at my 
father's home). Let not SiSupala forthwith touch this share of a hero like a jackal defiling the 
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quarry of a lion, O lotus-eyed Lord ! (39) If the almighty Lord (Narayana), the Supreme Ruler 
(of the universe), has thoroughly been propitiated (by me) through works of public utility (such 
as the digging of wells and tanks, construction of temples, laying out gardens and distribution 
of foodgrains), sacrificial performances, charitable gifts, religious observances (such as 
taking a dip in holy waters), fasting, offering worship to gods, the Brahmanas, elders and so 
on, may Sri Krsna (the elder Brother of Gada) and not others such as Sisupala (the son of 
Damaghosa) come and espouse me. (40) Duly reaching (all alone) the territory of Vidarbha 
(the city of Kufdinapura, the capital of the rulers of Vidarbha) incognito at a time when the 
marriage is going to take place the following day, O invincible Lord ! and (then), surrounded 
by the generals of Your army and completely crushing the (combined) forces of Sisupala (the 
ruler of Cedi) and Jarasandha (the king of Magadha), marry me perforce according to the 
system prevalent among the Raksasas”, winning me as a prize of valour. (41) If You urge 
(in protest), "How can | marry you without killing your relations (who are sure to resist any 
attempt on My part to take you by force), living as you do within the four walls of the 
gynaeceum (and therefore under the tutelage of your gurdians)?", | (hereby) tell You 
beforehand the means (of securing me without spilling the blood of my relations). On the eve 
of marriage a grand procession will be taken out to (the shrine of) Goddess Ambika (our 
family deity), in which the young bride has to go out (of the palace) to see Goddess Parvati 
(the Daughter of Himavan, the king of mountains). (42) If (however) do not secure Your 
grace, O lotus-eyed Lord—a bath in the dust of whose lotus-feet great souls like Lord Siva 
(the Spouse of Uma) seek to obtain for dispelling their darkness (of ignorance)—| shall lay 
down my life, (already) withered through fasting, (each time | am reborn) in the hope that the 
grace may be secured (even) through (say) a hundred births. (43) 
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The Brahmana concluded : These are the secret messages brought by me (and 
delivered to You), O Sri Krsna (the adored of the Yadus) ! Considering them, whatever is 


* Our scriptures have recognized as many as eight different types of marriage. They are -— 

1. The Arsa type, in which the bridegroom has to presenta pair of cows to the bride's father before marriage- aera! 
(Yajhavalkya-Smrti 1.59; cf. Manusmaii Il. 53). 

2. The Asura type, in which the bride's father accepts large sums of money from the bridegroom as a price for the girl— 
‘agg wracnerm’ (vide Y. S., |. 61; cf. M.S. Ill. 31) 

3. The Brahma type, in which the bride's father gives away the girl after duly adorning her according to his means—' aait 
faare ses eta Waceiga’ (Y.S., 1.58; cf. M.S. Ill. 27). 

4.The Paigaca type, in which the girl is ravished while asleep, intoxicated or deranged— 9a Fat Tyat aT Ta arrest 
(M.S., Ill. (34). 

5. The Daiva type, in which a girl is given away to a priest officiating at a sacrificial performance— awe east ca: "(Y. S.1.59). 

6. The Gandharva type. in which a pair is allowed to marry by mutual consent alone without ceremonies and without 
consulting relatives—' 174: Syasa:' (Ibid., 1.61). 

7. The Raksasa type, in which a girl is taken away by force after vanquishing formidable opponents—' zai quer (I bid.). 

8, The Prajapatya type, in which a girl is given away, without receiving any present from the bridegroom, on the express 
understanding that the two will practise virtue together—* aetst Seal SPAS STG | TIS... ee eeeee *(M.S., IIL. 
30; ef. Y.S.,1. 60). 
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worth doing in this connection may be done without delay. (44) 


Thus ends the fifty-second discourse, bearing on the subject of Rukmini's wedding, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Hearing the message of Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha), the 
said Sri Krsna ( a Scion of Yadu), however, heartily laughed and, warmly clasping the 
Brahmana's hand by His own, spoke (to him) as follows. (1) 
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The glorious Lord said : My mindis likewise set on her and | getno sleep at night. | know 
my marriage (with her) has been stopped by Rukmi out of (personal) grudge (against Me).(2) 
Having routed in battle the vile kings (that will be assembled at Kundinapura), | shall bring 


(to Dwaraka) that princess of faultless limbs, (so) devoted to Me, even as one would capture 
a flame out of firewood. (3) 
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Sri Suka continued : Having come to know definitely (through the Brahmana) about the 
constellation under which the wedding of Rukmini was going to take place (on the third day 
thence), Sri Krsna (the Slayer of the demon Madhu) said to His charioteer, "Let the chariot 
be got ready at once, O Daruka !" (4) Having brought the chariot drawn by (four) horses— 
Saibya, Sugriva, Meghapuspa and Balahaka—Daruka too stood before the Lord with joined 
palms. (5) Mounting the chariot and picking up the Brahmana (too), Sri Krsna (Grandson of 
Sura) journeyed from Anarta to the Vidarbha territory in the course of a single night with the 
help of those swift horses. (6) 
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Following the wishes of his son (Rukmi) out of affection (for him) and intending to give 
away his girl (Rukmini) to Sisupala (against his own will), the aforesaid king Bhismaka (the 
ruler of Kundinapura) had (the necessary) rites (preliminary to the wedding) performed (in 
due course). (7) The city—whose roads, streets and crossings were cleanly swept andamply 
sprinkled with water and which was crowded with men and women decked with sandal- 
paste, garlands and (other) ornaments of flowers, clad in spotless white and adorned with 
jewels, and was full of splendid mansions perfumed with incense of aloe—was tastefully 
decorated with flags of various designs and colours as well as with ornamental arches. (8-9) 
Having duly worshipped the manes and gods in accordance with the scriptural ordinance, 
O protector of men, an fed Brahmanas and others each in his rightful place, the king caused 
benedictory verses to be recited (by Brahmanas for the welfare of his daughter). (10) He 
(also) caused his daughter of charming teeth to be duly washed and adorned with an 
auspicious thread with a small piece of gold fastened to itin the middle and (further) decked 
with a brand-new pair of silken pieces and excellent ornaments. (11) The foremost among 
the Brahmanas ensured the safety of the bride (against evil spirits and an evil eye) by reciting 
sacred texts from the Samaveda, Raveda and Yajurveda; while the family priest, (who was) 
well-versed in Atharva-Veda, poured oblations into the sacred fire for the propitiation of 
(unpropitious) planets. (12) The king—who was foremost among those conversant with 
scriptural ordinances—gave away to Brahmanas gold, silver and textiles as well as 

sesamum seeds mixed with jaggery and cows (too). (13) 
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Likewise King Damaghosa, the ruler of Cedi, too caused all that was worth undertaking 
on festive occasions to be performed in the interests of his son (SiSupala) by Brahmanas 
well-versed in sacred texts. (14) Surrounded by hosts of elephants discharging temporal 
fluid, war-chariots hung with gold necklaces and troops teeming with foot-soldiers and 
cavalry, Damaghosa marched to Kundinapura. (15) Going forth with due ceremony to meet 
him and honouring him in everyway, Bhismaka (the suzerain lord of Vidarbha) gladly 
lodged him in another mansion specially constructed (for the bridegroom and his party). 
(16) Salva, Jarasandha, Dantavaktra, Vidtratha, Paundraka and other kings, belonging 
to the party of Sigupala and inimical to Sri Krsna and Balarama, (also) appeared there 
(in the city of Kundinapura) in thousands, bent on securing the bride for Sisupala (the 
ruler of Cedi). Having made up their mind that they would jointly contend with Sri Krsna 
in case He should go there accompanied by Balarama and other Yadus and (endeavour 
to) take away the bride, the (aforesaid) kings had all arrived there with their entire host 
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and all their mounts. (17—19) 
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Hearing of this (collective military) effort on the part of kings belonging to the opposite 

party, and of Sri Krsna having gone all by Himself (presumably) to take away the princess, 
Lord Balarama apprehended strife. Overwhelmed with fraternal affection (therefore), he 
proceeded post haste to Kundinapura accompanied by a huge army consisting of elephants, 
horse, chariots and foot-soldiers. (20-21) 
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Yearning for the arrival of Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) and not seeing the Brahmana return, the 

beautiful daughter of Bhisma thereupon thought (within herself) as follows:—(22) "Ah, my 
wedding, unlucky as | am, comes off (only) after the interval of a night. The lotus-eyed Lord 
(however) has not (yet) turned up. | do not know the reason for it. Even the Brahmana who 
bore my message has not returned till this moment. (23) Perhaps having found (later on) 
something disgusting in me, the Lord (who is faultless in character) is surely not coming (to 
Kundinapura now) to marry me, though prepared (to leave Dwaraka in the first instance). 
(That is why the Brahmana too, whom the Lord would have otherwise brought with Him, has 
not been able to reach Kundinapura in time, coming as he is on foot disappointed and 
disheartened. (24) Neither Brahma (the ordainer of events and the dispenser of fruit of one's 
good or evil actions) nor Siva (the supreme Lord) is propitious to me. And Goddess Gauri, 
the Daughter of Himalaya (the king of mountains) and the virtuous Spouse of Lord Siva (too) 
is unfavourable to me." (25)Pondering thus, the young maiden, whose mind had been 
ravished by Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) and who knew that the time was not suitable 
for shedding tears (which is considered inauspicious on festive occasions), closed her eyes, 
bedimmed (as they were) with tear-drops. (26) (Meanwhile) the left thigh, arm and eye of the 
bride, who had thus been awaiting the arrival of Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows), throbbed, 
auguring delightful news, O king ! (27) Specially instructed by Sri Krsna (to report His arrival), 
the same Sunanda (the foremost of Brahmanas)—so the tradition goes—forthwith saw the 
princess, who dwelt in the gynaeceum and shone brightly (with joy born of her meeting with 
Sri Krsna in contemplation). (28) Full of bright smiles to find him wearing a cheerful 
countenance and unfaltering of gait (which bespoke the success of his mission), the said 
virtuous maiden—who could read what was in the mind of another from the latter's facial 
expression and other indications—made detailed inquiries of him (about Sri Krsna). (29) He 


Dis. 53 ] BOOK TEN 339 


Telenor Oot intnn noi nonin iinet inten mine iuinien een tee aoinintat ae area ar erererare ae 


apprised her of Sri Krsna (a scion of Yadu) having come, and (further) conveyed to her the 
unfailing assurance” given (by the Lord) about taking her (to His home at Dwaraka. (30) 
Delighted at heart to know for certain the fact of His having arrived (at Kundinapura) and 
seeing no other boon worth conferring on the Brahmana (in return for his unique service in 
the form of bringing Sri Krsna to her), the said Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha) bowed to 
him (and thereby expressed her lasting indebtedness to him, which automatically entitled 
him to infinitely more than the wealth of the entire universe, She being no other than Laksmi, 
the goddess of-wealth and prosperity). (31) 
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Hearing of Balarama and Sri Krsna having arrived (in Kundinapura) eager to witness the 

wedding of his daughter, Bhismaka went forth to meet Them with a flourish of trumpets and 
excellent articles of worship. (32) Offering Madhuparkat (a delicious and refreshing 
preparation made of curds and honey and offered to an esteemed guest or the bridegroom 
on the latter's arrival at the door of the bride's father), immaculate garments and welcome 
presents (of various kinds), he duly worshipped Them in accordance with the scriptural 
ordinance. (33) Assigning Them alongwith Their troops and retinue an abode equipped with 
(all) luxuries and amenities, the highly intelligent monarch (who could easily perceive in no 
time that Sri Krsna had arrived with the intention of marrying Rukmini) offered hospitality (to 
all) in a befitting manner. (34) He likewise duly entertained (all) the assembled kings by 
supplying them with all the objects of their desire with due regard to the prowess, age, might 
and financial status of each. (35) Hearing of Sri Krsna having arrived (there), the residents 
of Kundinapura (the capital of Vidarbha) came (out of their houses to see Him) and enjoyed 
(to their heart's content) the beauty of His lotus-like countenance with both their eyes 
together (even) as one would quaff honey with the hollow of one's joined palms. (36) (They 
said to one another,) "Rukmini alone and no other girl deserves to be his consort and he alone 
of faultless limbs is the most worthy match for Rukmini (the daughter of Bhisma). (37) 
Pleased with whatever meritorious deed has been performed by us (in this or any previous 
existence), may God (the Maker of the three worlds) show His grace (to us) and let SriKrsna 
and none else marry the princess of Vidarbha (through such grace)." (38) 


Wa Suess see Re: | SANG ee Bea 1381 

wea fatal sg Mare: Weer a aad PaeQSAUITAS Iso | 

adareargra: ot weifa: uferatiag wave: gt: wasp: | 
eR aTaqa sas Sat se | 


“Vide verse 3 above. 


RTs S Beis ath sess SATETH: 


By offering Madhuparka to Sri Krsna Bhismaka indirectly expressed his willingness to give away his daughter to Him. 
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Thus spoke the citizens (to one another), bound as they were by ties of intense love (to 
Rukmini). And, guarded by soldiers, the maiden (Rukmini) drove out of the gynaeceum to the 
shrine of Goddess Ambika (Parvati). (39) Deeply contemplating on the lotus-feet of SriKrsna 
(the Bestower of Liberation) with her speech (duly) controlled, (nay,) surrounded by her 
female companions and protected by gallant soldiers of the king's personal guard, who were 
(all) clad in armour and marched with uplifted weapons, she sallied out (of her chariot at the 
outermost entrance of the temple) on foot alongwith her mother and other elderly ladies to 
behold the feet—tender like soft leaves—of Goddess Parvati (the Consort of Lord Siva). Clay 
tomtoms, conchs and large drums as well as clarionets and kettle-drums were sounded (as 
she walked). (40-41) Surrounding the (royal) bride walked (with her) the foremost of dancing 
girls in thousands with a variety of offerings and (other) articles of worship, Brahmana's wives 
well adorned with garlands, sandal-paste, costumes and jewels, songsters singing songs 
and (other) musicians, playing on musical instruments, as well as SUtas (those versed in ancient 
legends), Magadhas (bards) and Vandis (panegyrists), who glorified her (all along). (42-43) 
Having washed her lotus-like hands and feet and sipped water on reaching the main shrine 
of the goddess and, (thus) purified and tranquil of mind, she entered into the presence of 
Goddess Ambika (the Divine Mother). (44) Elderly Brahmana ladies, conversant with the 
ritual, helped the girl to extol Goddess Parvati, the Consort of Lord Siva, alongwith Siva (as 
(follows):—(45) "I repeatedly bow to You, the Consort of Lord Siva, alongwith your children 
(Lord Ganesa and God Kartikeya). Let Lord Sri Krsna be my husband and may You give 
countenance to it." (46) She (then) duly worshipped severally the Goddess as well as Her 
family with water (for washing the hands and feet of the Goddess with and other such 
purposes), sandal-paste, unbroken grains of rice, varieties of incense, raiment (of various 
description),garlands, necklaces and other ornaments, edibles and other articles of worship 
of various kinds and rows of lights (to be waved round the Goddess) and likewise worshipped 
with due ceremony Brahmana matrons whose husbands were alive with the same articles 
as well as with seasoned small round cakes of flour or meal, betel leaves (accompanied with 
areca-nut parings, lime, catechu and cardamoms etc.), auspicious coloured thread for the 
neck, fruits (of diverse kinds) and sugarcanes. (47-48) The aforesaid (Brahmana) ladies 
gave her a part of the offerings made to the Goddess (as a token of Her grace) and added 
their own blessings. The bride (for her part) bowed to them as well as to the Goddess and 
accepted the offerings made. (49) Then, terminating her vow of silence, she came out of the 
(main) shrine of Goddess Ambika (the Divine Mother), holding tightly by the hand a maid- 
servant with her own hand brilliant with jewelled rings. (50) 
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Smitten with love kindled (in their breast) by her, the illustrious warriors assembled 

(there) felt bewildered to behold the princess, who was possessed of a shapely (slender) 
waist and had not yet attained puberty, and who had a girdle of jewels thrown about her hips 
and in whom signs of womanhood were (just) manifesting themselves, whose (charming) 
countenance was graced with ear-rings and whose eyes were moving as though afraid of 
her curly locks (that overhung her face), who had a bright smile playing on her lips and whose 
teeth—white as jasmine buds—looked red due to the lustre of her lips, cherry as aripe Bimba 
fruit (being transferred to them when she smiled), who possessed the gait of a female swan 
and was walking with her feet shining by the splendour of brilliant jingling anklets and who 
cast her spell (even) on heroes as though she were the very Maya (enchanting potency) of 
the Lord. (51-52) Stupefied to perceive Rukmini, who under the pretext of going out in a 
procession (to the temple) had (all the time) been offering her loveliness to Sri Krsna, the 
aforesaid kings—whose mind was captivated by her winsome smiles and bashful glances 
and who had (unconsciously) dropped their weapons—(themselves) fell to the ground, 
mounted as they were on elephants and horses as well as in chariots. (53) Eagerly looking 
forward to the arrival of the Lord at that time and therefore slowly moving as aforesaid her 
feet, that resembled a pair of mobile lotus buds, and removing her (flowing) locks (off her 
eyes) with her left hand fingers, the princess coyly looked with the corners of her eyes at the 
kings arrived (on the occasion) and (while doing so) espied Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord). (54) 
Sri Krsna snatched away the princess even as she sought to mount her chariot, unmindful 
of His adversaries (SiSupala, Jarasandha and others), who stood gazing, and, having 
comfortably seated her in His (own) chariot bearing the emblem of Garuda (the carrier of Lord 
Visnu), and setting at naught the whole host of Ksatriyas (present there), Sri Krsna (the 
Spouse of Laksmi) then slowly departed (to Dwaraka) alongwith others headed by Balarama, 
even as a lion would carry off its game from the midst of jackals. (55-56) His proud 
adversaries, who were (all) under the domination of Jarasandha, did not brook that 
discomfiture (of theirs) and (consequent) loss of reputation. (They said to one another), "Fie 
upon us in that our glory, although we continued to wield our bow and were as good as lions, 
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has been snatched away by cowherds, who are no better than deer." (57) 


Thus ends the fifty-third discourse, entitled "The Lord carries away Rukmini’, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LIV 
Discomfiture of Sigupala's allies and Rukmi and the Espousal of Rukmini 
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Sri Suka began again : Riding on their mounts and surrounded each by his own troops, 
all the (aforesaid) kings, full of rage, ran with the foregoing words in (hot) pursuit (of Sri 
Krsna), wielding their bows and clad in armour. (1) Seeing them rushing (after them), the 
celebrated generals of the Yadava army stood facing them, O king, twanging their bows. (2) 
Like clouds pouring showers on mountains, the adversaries—who were (all) skilled soldiers, 
and rode on horseback, the shoulders of elephants and in their seat on the chariots— 
discharged volleys of shafts on the Yadava warriors. (3) Perceiving the army of her Spouse 
screened by showers of arrows, Rukmini (who had a slender waist) bashfully looked at His 
face with eyes confounded through fear. (4) Laughing heartily the Lord said (to her), "Do not 
be afraid, O fair-eyed one ! The yonder army of the enemies will be destroyed just now with 
the help of your (own) troops." (5) Intolerant of the aforementioned prowess of the enemies, 
Gada, Sankarsana (Balarama) and other heroes (of the Yadava army) proceeded to strike 
with Naracas (a particular type of arrows) the horses and elephants as well as the chariots 
(of the hostile army). (6) There fell to the ground in tens of millions heads, adorned with ear- 
rings, diadems and turbans, hands—bearing swords, maces and bows—forearms, thighs 
and feet of car-warriors, horsemen and soldiers fighting on elephants, as well as heads of 
horses, mules, elephants, camels, donkeys and men (foot-soldiers). (7-8) Their armies being 
beaten (thus) by the Vrsnis, who were keen after victory, the kings led by Jarasandha, turned 
their backs and withdrew (from the field of battle). (9) 
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Approaching SiSupala—who felt distressed as though his wedded wife had been 
abducted and was cheerless and dispirited, and whose face was withering (through 
melancholy)—Jarasandha and others spoke to him (as follows):—(10) "O tiger among 
men, shake off this despondency. Permanence of joy and sorrow is not seen in embodied 
beings, O king ! (11) (Just) as a puppet dances to the will of the showman, likewise does 
ihis creature exert according to the will of Providence so as to reap joy and sorrow. (12) 
Having sustained defeat at the hands of Krsna (a scion of Stra) in as many as seventeen 
encounters, though followed by twenty-three Aksauhinis (each time), | won only one battle 
(viz., the last one). (13) Yet | never grieve (over discomfiture) nor exult (over victory), 
knowing as | do the world to be ravaged by Them coupled with destiny. (14) This time too 
we. (who are) leaders (even) of those commanding troops of warriors, have all been 
vanquished by the Yadus, protected by Krsna, though accompanied by a small army. (15) 
Time being favourable to them, the enemies (the Yadus) have won this time. We shall 
(likewise) excel them when time is particularly propitious (to us)." (16) Thus admonished 
by friends, Sigupala (the ruler of Cedi) returned to his capital alongwith his (surviving) 
followers. Those (other) kings too, such as were surviving, (accompanied Sisupala to Cedi 
and) then returned each to his own capital. (17) 
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Surrounded by an army (consisting of one Aksauhini) the mighty Rukmi, for his part, who 
hated Sri Krsna and did not brook his sister's being married (by Him) after the manner of the 
Raksasas, followed (close) upon the heels of Sri Krsna. (18) Enraged and full of indignation, 
the mighty-armed Rukmi, who was clad in armour and armed with a bow, had undertaken 
the following vow within the hearing of all the kings (before they dispersed):—(19) "Without 
making short work of Krsna in an encounter and bringing back Rukmini | shall not re-enter 
Kundinapura: solemnly do I declare this before you (all)." (20) Saying so and mounting his 
chariot, he commanded the charioteer as follows:—"Drive the horses with despatch to the 
place where Krsna may be; (for) there is going to be my encounter with him. (21) With my 
sharp-pointed arrows today | shall take away the pride of valour of that most evil-minded 
cowherd, by whom my sister has been forcibly carried away." (22) Pursuing the Lord ina 
single chariot forthwith the bragging fool, who did not know the extent of greatness of the 
almighty Lord, shouted out to Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) saying "Stop ! Stop !!" (23) 
(Nay,) drawing (the string of) his very tough bow at full length, he hit Sri Krsna with three 
arrows and said, "Wait a moment, my enemy, a (veritable) disgrace to the race of Yadu! (24) 
Having kidnapped my sister even as a crow would steal a sacrificial offering, where are you 
going ? | shall presently take away your pride, O fool, who are (so) wily and given to strategic 
fighting. (25) Leave my sister before you bite the dust when struck with my arrows." Smilingly 
tearing his bow Sri Krsna pierced Rukmi with six arrows, his four horses with eight more, his 
charioteer with two and his ensign with three. Taking up another bow, he too hit Sri Krsna 
(back) with five shafts. (26-27) Struck with those volleys of arrows, however, SriKrsna (the 
immortal Lord) rent his bow asunder. He snatched yet another and the imperishable Lord 
cleft that too.(28) The celebrated Sri Hari (likewise) tore every weapon that he took up 
(subsequently one after another)—viz., an iron club, a sharp-edged spear, a pike, a sword 
and a shield, a javelin and a bludgeon. (29) Then, leaping down from the chariot, sword 
in hand, he darted in rage at Sri Krsna with intent to kill Him, (even) as a moth would into 
a flame. (30) While he was (thus) rushing (towards Him), the Lord split his sword and shield 
(too) into particles with His shafts and picked up a sharp-edged sword, in readiness to 
make short work of Rukmi. (31) Overwhelmed with fear to behold this endeavour (on the 
part of Sri Krsna) to dispose of her brother, the virtuous Rukmini fell at the feet of her 
Spouse and pitifully prayed (as follows):—(32) "O Master of Yoga, O incomprehensible 
Lord of the universe, O blessed god of gods, O mighty-armed One ! You ought not to kill 
my brother." (33) 
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Sri Suka continued : With His feet thus clasped by Rukmini—whose limbs were 
perceptibly shaking with terror, (nay,) whose mouth was being parched and throat choked 
through grief and whose gold necklace had been displaced through nervousness—the 
merciful Lord desisted (from His purpose). (34) Binding the evil-doer with (his own) scarf, the 
Lord disfigured him by shaving him (with the blade of His sword) in such a way as to leave 
(intact) a part of his moustaches and locks. Meanwhile the chosen among the Yadava 
warriors (led by Balarama) crushed the wonderful army of the enemy (even) as elephants 
would trample a lotus plant. (35) Making their way into the presence of Sri Krsna, they found 
there Rukmi reduced to that (ignominious) plightand all but dead (through shame). Filled with 
pity to see him bound, the almighty Lord Sankarsana released him and spoke to Sri Krsna 
(thus):—(36) "Krsna ! you have perpetrated an impious act abhorred by our race. (Partially) 
removing the moustaches and (curly) locks of a relative and (thereby) disfiguring him is 
tantamount to killing him. (37) (Turning towards Rukmini,) please do not take offence with 
us, O good lady. thinking of the disfiguration of your brother. None else is responsible for 
one's joy and sorrow; for aman reaps the fruit of his own doings (in the shape of pleasurable 
and painful experiences). (38) A relative does not deserve death at the hands of his relative 
even if he has committed an offence deserving such treatment and should be let off. Why 
should he who stands killed by his own offence be killed again? (39) Such is the code of 
conduct specially prescribed for the Ksatriya race by Brahma (the lord of created beings), 
by virtue of which even a brother is permitted to kill his (own brother). Hence it is (so) 
exceedingly cruel. (40) (Reverting to Sri Krsna,) the proud alone, who are blinded by pride 
of fortune, offer indignity to their relatives for the sake of dominion, land, (other movable) 
property, women, honour, dignity or any other consideration. (41) (Turning to Rukmini once 
more.) it is your differential outlook through which you, like an ignorant person, constantly 
bear ill-will, among all created beings, to those who are ill-disposed to you, and wish well to those 
who are kindly disposed to you (remaining neutral to those who are indifferent to you). (42) By 
the Lord's Maya (deluding potency) is engendered this self-deception in the mind of those 
who are identified with the body, that a certain individual is your friend, another your enemy 
and a third,neutral to you. (43) Indeed the transcendent Self, which is but common to all 
embodied beings, is perceived by the ignorant as varied, even as a luminary (such as the 
sun orthe moon) is viewed as different (in relation to the different vessels full of water in which. 
the luminary is reflected), or as the sky is conceived as different (in relation to the different 
apartments or jars in which it is enclosed).(44) This (objective) body (psycho-physical 
organism), constituted as it is of physical substances (the five gross elements), the (five) 
senses and the objects of their perception (viz., sound, touch, sight, taste andsmell), and 
has a beginning and an end, and which has been projected through ignorance on the 
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Self, subjects the soul (which is essentially free from birth and death) to metempsychosis. (45) 
There is no union or disunion of the elf with or from any other substance (such as the body, 
or the eye with which it is perceived), there being no such substance (other than the Self), 
O virtuous lady, and the appearance of such other substances (as the body or the eyes) being 
attributable to the Self (alone), (just) as there is no union or disunion of the sun with or from 
the eye and colour (both of which owe their existence and appearance to the sun itself). (46) 
Changes commencing from birth (and ending in death) pertain to the body alone and never 
to the soul, (just) as waxing and waning etc., pertain to the phases (of the moon) and not to 
the moon itself (which is ever the same). And indeed death (of the body) is attributed to the 
soul in the same way as the total disappearance of illumination is spoken of as Amavasya 
(denoting the disappearance of the moon itself). (47) (Just) as a dreaming man perceives 
his own self (as invested with a body etc.,) as well as the objects of perception (sound, taste 
and so on), and also experiences pleasure, pain etc. as the fruit of his past doings), even 
though none of these (really) exists (not even the body through which he seems to enjoy the 
pleasures etc., his actual body lying inert all the while), so does the ignorant Jiva undergo 
transmigration. (48) Therefore, completely getting rid—through realization of Truth—of grief 
born ofignorance, that withers and infatuates the soul, be consoled, O young lady of beautiful 
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Sri Suka went on: Shaking off disconsolation when thus comforted by Lord Balarama, 
the slim lady eased her mind by recourse to reason. (50) Allowed to escape with life alone, 
his army as well as his glory having been smashed by his enemies (the Yadus), and his own 
hopes belied, and brooding over his disfigurement, Rukmi built for his residence a large city, 
Bhojakata by name. (Solemnly) declaring that he would not (re-) enter Kundinapura without 
killing the evil-minded Krsna and recovering Rukmini (his younger sister), he lived there in 
a spirit of indignation. (51-52) 
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Having thus completely routed (hostile) kings and brought Rukmini (the daughter of 


Bhismaka) to Dwaraka, the Lord espoused her with due ceremony, O jewel among the Kurus ! 
(53) Great was the festivity on that occasion in the house of all men at Dwaraka (the city of 
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the Yadus), who cherished exclusive devotion to Sri Krsna, the Ruler of the Yadus, O 
protector of men ! (54) Full of joy and adorned with ear-rings made of highly polished gems, 
men as well as women brought (valuable) presents for the bride and the Bridegroom, who 
were clad in picturesque (bridal) attire. (55) That city of the Vrsnis put up a smart appearance 
with flags raised in honour of Indra, picturesque wreaths, tapestries and bejewelled 
ornamental arches, auspicious articles (such as fried grains of paddy, sprouts of barley and 
flowers etc.) placed in front of every door as well as with pitchers full of water, aloe-wood 
burning as incense and lights. (56) It had its roads moistened by the elephants, shedding 
temporal juice, of invited friendly kings, and was graced with tall plantain and areca-nut trees 
set up at the entrances. (57) Among those running to and fro through excitement in that city 
the Kurus, the Srfijayas, the Kaikeyas, the Vidarbhas, the Yadus and the Kuntis rejoiced to 
meet one another. (58) Hearing the story how Rukmini was carried off (by Sri Krsna), which 
was being sung at every place, the (assembled) princes and princesses felt greatly 
astonished. (59) Great was the jubilation, O king, among the citizens in Dwaraka at the sight 
of Sri Krsna, the Spouse of Sri (the goddess of beauty and prosperity), united (in wedlock) 
with Rukmini, who was no other than (the said) Goddess Laksmi. (60) 


Thus ends the fifty-fourth discourse, forming part of the story of Rukmint 's wedding, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LV 
The story of Pradyumna's birth (and the destruction 
of the demon Sambara) 
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Sri Suka began again : Having been burnt (to ashes) in his former birth by the wrath of 
Rudra (the god of destruction), Kama (the god of love), a portion of Lord Sri Krsna, sought 
for his part Him alone once more for investiture with a body. (1) Sprung from the loins of Sri 
Krsna, the selfsame god of love was (re-) born of Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha) and 
became widely known as Pradyumna, and proved to be a compeer of his Father in every 
respect. (2) Coming to know Pradyumna to be his (future) enemy, the demon Sambara, who 
could assume any form at will, carried off the babe (from the lying-in-chamber) while it was 
not yet ten days old and, casting it into the sea, went home. (3) A mighty fish swallowed it 
and the former too was alongwith others enmeshed in a huge net by fishermen. (4) The 
fishermen brought the fish as a present to Sambara and the cooks (in charge of his kitchen) 
took it into the kitchen and cut the wonderful fish with a knife. (5) Discovering a babe in the 
bowels of the fish, they handed it over to Mayavati (a maid-servant of Sambara), whose mind 
was full of doubts; and the celestial sage Narada (presently) told her everything as to who 
the babe was, how it was born and how it had (finally) made its way into the bowels of the 
fish. (6) The maid-servantwas really speaking (no other than) the illustrious consort of Kama, 
Rati by name, who had been (eagerly) awaiting (all the while) the reincarnation of her spouse, 
whose body had been burntto ashes (by Lord Siva). (7) Having been entrusted with (the work 
of) cooking pulses and rice, she fastened her affection on the babe now that she had come 
to know the child to be (none other than) Kamadeva (the god of love). (8) At no distant date 
Pradyumna (the son of Sri Krsna) attained (the prime of) youth and kindled love in the breast 
of women who gazed on him. (9) Lovingly regarding him, her husband—who had eyes big 
as the petals of a lotus and exceptionally long arms, nay, who was charming among men— 
with bashful smiles and upraised eyebrows, Rati, O dear Pariksit, greeted him with amorous 
gestures. (10) Lord Pradyumna (the son of Sri Krsna) said to her, "(I find that) your affection 
(towards me) has got perverted inasmuch as, having abandoned your motherly sentiment, 
you are behaving as a paramour (which is rather strange), O mother !" (11) 
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Rati replied : "You are the son of Narayana (Lord Sri Krsna), who were stolen away by 
the demon Sambara from the lying-in-chamber. | am your appointed wife, Rati, and you are 
(no other than) Love, my consort! (12) While you were not yet ten days old, the said demon 
Sambara cast you into the sea, where a fish devoured you and from the bowels of that fish 
you have reached this place (the residence of Sambara), my spouse ! (13) Get rid of this 
demon, your formidable foe—(so) difficult to conquer, knowing as he does hundreds of 
wiles—by recourse to (similar) wiles like stupefaction. (14) Overwhelmed with parental 
affection, your afflicted and disconsolate mother, is wailing like a she-osprey whose young 
has departed or like a cow deprived of its calf." (15) Advising him thus, Mayavati (Rati, so- 
called because of her being adept in wiles) imparted to the high-souled Pradyumna a spell 
called Mahamaya, which was capable of undoing all kinds of wiles. (16) Approaching 
Sambara, Pradyumna accordingly challenged him to a combat, reproaching him with 
unbearable taunts and (thus) stirring up strife. (17) Taunted with abuses, Sambara, like a 
serpent trodden under foot, sallied forth, mace in hand, his eyes suffused with blood through 
indignation. (18) Whirling his mace with (great) velocity and hurling it at the high-minded 
Pradyumna, he uttered a roar harsh as a clap of thunder. (19) Beating back with his own the 
mace as it came flying at him, the almighty Pradyumna angrily hurled his own mace at the 
enemy, O protector of men ! (20) Fully resorting to the illusive demoniac devices taught by 
Maya, the demon rained a volley of missiles on Pradyumna (the son of Sri Krsna), himself 
remaining (unperceived) in the air. (21) Being plagued with the shower of missiles, 
Pradyumna (the son of Rukmini), who was a great car-warrior (able to encounter ten 
thousand warriors single-handed) brought into use a great charm consisting (purely) of 
Sattva and capable of rendering ineffectual all kinds of illusive devices. (22) The demon then 
employed hundreds of illusive devices practised by the Guhyakas (Yaksas), Gandharvas 
(celestial musicians), Pigacas (fiends), Nagas and Raksasas (ogre). The celebrated 
Pradyumna (the son of Sri Krsna) counteracted them (all). (23) Taking up a sharp-edged 
sword, he then forcibly severed from Sambara's body his head with a coppery beard and 
moustaches alongwith his diadem and ear-rings. (24) Being showered over with heaps of 
flowers by heavenly beings, who were singing his praises (all the while), Pradyumna was 
taken to Dwaraka through the air by his consort (Mayavati), who was capable of journeying 
by the air. (25) 
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Like a cloud attended with lightning, Pradyumna descended with his spouse from the sky 
into the magnificent gynaeceum crowded with hundreds of ladies. (26) Seeing him, sombre 
as a cloud and clad in yellow silk, with exceptionally long arms and reddish eyes, wearing 
awinsome smile and a charming countenance, his lotus-like face graced with locks of dark- 


blue curly hair, and thinking him to be Sri Krsna, the ladies, so the story goes, hid themselves 
wherever they could (out of bashfulness). (27-28) Concluding gradually through slight 
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dissimilarity (viz., the absence of Kaustubha and Srivatsa) that he was not Sri Krsna, the 
ladies went up to him overjoyed, yet greatly amazed to find him accompanied with an 
excellent young lady. (29) Presently Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha)—the corners of 
whose eyes were (naturally) dark (without the use of collyrium) and who was gifted with a 
sweet tongue—recalled on that occasion (through similarity of features) her own lost son, 
milk flowing from her breasts through (maternal) affection. (30) (She said to herself,) "Who 
could this jewel among men with lotus-eyes possibly be? Again, whose son may he be or by 
whom was he borne in her womb and who, in fact may be this young woman obtained by him 
(through good-luck)? (31) My own son too—who was stolen away (by some evil spirit) from 
the lying-in-chamber and has been missing (all these years)—must have attained an age 
similar to this boy's and come to possess similar features, should he be living anywhere. (32) 
But how could this boy acquire (such) similarity of form with the Lord bearing the Sarnga bow 
in point of features, limbs, gait, voice, smiles and glances ? (33) Or he may undoubtedly be 
the selfsame boy who was borne in my womb; (for) great is my affection for him and my left 
arm is throbbing. (34) 
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While Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha) was thus speculating, Lord Sri Krsna (the Son 
of Devaki) of excellent renown made His appearance (there) alongwith (His parents) Devaki 
and Vasudeva. (35) Although the (whole) truth was fully known to Him, Lord Sri Krsna (who 
is petitioned by all men) remained quiet. The sage Narada (however) narrated (to them) 
everything as to how the demon Sambara had stolen away the boy (while he was yet a babe) 
and so on. (36) Hearing of that great miracle (viz., the baby's escaping alive and unhurt from 
the bowels of a fish and his subsequently killing a powerful demon) the ladies of Sri Krsna's 
gynaeceum greeted with joy the boy who had been missing for many years (past) and had 
returned (to life) as it were, though (once) dead. (37) Devaki and Vasudeva, Sri Krsna and 
Balarama, as well as Rukmini and the other ladies were transported with joy to embrace the 
(newly arrived) couple. (38) Hearing that Pradyumna had returned, though (long) lost, the 
citizens of Dwaraka—so the story goes—said (to one another), "Oh, the boy has by good- 
luck come back (to life) as it were though (once) dead !" (39) Indeed it is no wonder that when 
Pradyumna (Love incarnate)—whose very thought agitates one's mind, nay, who was an 
exact likeness of the personality of Sri Krsna (the Abode of Rama, the goddess of beauty and 
good fortune) —came within sight, (even) his mothers, who often (mis-) took him for their own 
Spouse due to his close resemblance with his Father, sought seclusion (out of modesty, love 
being kindled in their heart). Much more did other women feel like that in his presence. (40) 


Thus ends the fifty-fifth discourse entitled "The story of Pradyumna's birth," in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 


otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LVI 
The story of the Syamantaka gem; Sri Krsna weds 


Jambavati and Satyabhama 
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$i Suka began again : Having done a wrong (to Sri Krsna), Satrajit gave away to Sri 
Krsna of his own accord after due exertion his daughter (Satyabhama) alongwith the 
Syamantaka gem. (1) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : What wrong did Satrajit perpetrate against Sri Krsna, 
O holy one ? Wherefrom was the Syamantaka gem got by him and why did he give away his 
daughter to Sri Hari ? (2) : 
ane cart 
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Sri Suka replied : The sun-god, though adorable in the eyes of Satrajit, his devotee, 

behaved as a loving friend to him. Pleased with him, the sun-god bestowed on him the 
Syamantaka gem. (3) Wearing that gem about his neck and shining as the sun (because of 
that gem), he entered Dwaraka (presumably from his place of worship in the outskirts of the 
city) but could not be identified, O king, through his (dazzling) brilliance. (4) Gazing at him 
from a distance, their eyes blinded with his splendour, and suspecting him to be the sun-god, 
people reported his arrival to the Lord, who was playing at dice (as follows):—{5) "Hail to You, 
O Narayana, the Wielder of a conch, discus and mace ! O Lord, who (once) had a cord tied 
about Your abdomen (by mother Yagoda by way of punishment), O lotus-eyed One, O 
Protector of cows, O Scion of Yadu ! (6) Dazzling the eyes of men with his rays, here comes 
the glorious sun-god with intent to see You, O Lord of the universe ! (7) Indeed the foremost 
of the gods (Brahma and others) in the three worlds seek the way to You (but fail to find You). 
Having come to know Youas living incognito at present among the Yadus, the sun-god (who 
is self-existent) comes to see You, O Lord." (8) 
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Sri Suka continued : Sri Krsna (the lotus-eyed One) heartily laughed to hear the report 
of those unknowing persons and observed, "He is not the sun-god, itis (only) Satrajit glowing 
with his gem." (9) Entering in state his own splendid residence, which had been consecrated 
as a mark of festivity, Satrajit caused the gem to be (duly) installed by Brahmanas in the 
apartment intended for gods. (10) The gem, O lord, yielded from day to day gold weighing 
eight Bharas (equivalent to three maunds and five seers approximately). Famine, pestilence 
and (other) calamities, serpents, mental worries and bodily ailments and other evils and 
rogues no longer exist where the gem stands worshipped. (11) Though solicited once by Sri 
Krsna (who thought that the king was the fittest person to possess such a wonderful gem), 
Satrajit, covetous as he was of wealth, did not hand it over to Ugrasena (the ruler of the 
Yadus), not foreseeing the (evil) consequences of rejecting the request (of Sri Krsna, the 
Supreme Person). (12) 
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Wearing that gem of surpassing lustre about his neck, one day, Prasena (brother of 
Satrajit) went about a hunting on horseback in the forest. (13) Having killed Prasena, horse 
and all, and snatched the gem (out of curiosity because of its uncommon lustre), a lion was, 
while entering its mountainous cave, made short work of by Jambavan (the celebrated king 
of bears of Ramayana fame), who wished to have it. (14) The latter for his part used the gem 
as a plaything for his boy. Not finding his brother (back), Satrajit, the other brother, felt very 
miserable. (15) (He said to his own people,) "Surely my brother, who had gone to the forest 
with the gem about his neck, has been killed by Sri Krsna !" Hearing that, people (of a 
malicious disposition) spread the rumour in a whisper from ear to ear. (16) When the Lord 
learnt this, He followed the tracks (of the horse carrying) Prasena alongwith some citizens 
(of Dwaraka) in order to wipe off the imputation cast on Him. (17) Discovering (first) Prasena 


as well as his horse killed in the forest by a lion, people further saw the lion (itself) killed on 
the mountain side by a bear. (18) 
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The Lord stationed the people outside.and entered alone the fearful cave of Jambavan 
(the king of bears), covered with thick darkness. (19) Espying there the excellent gem 
converted into a toy for an infant, and resolved to carry it away, the Lord waited there by side 
of the babe. (20) The nurse shrieked as though afraid to see that wonderful human being (but 
really on perceiving the latter's intention to carry the gem away). Enraged to hear the scream, 
Jambavan, the foremost of the mighty. rushed to meet Him. (21) Thinking Him to be an 
ordinary mortal and failing to perceive His greatness (divinity), Jambavan, full of rage, 
actually fought with the said almighty Lord, his own Master. (22) A most tumultuous duel 
ensued between the two, keen as they were to overthrow each other, like a pair of hawks 
contending for a piece of flesh, and fought with weapons (such as a mace), rocks, trees and 
(bare) arms and (finally) struck each other with their fists—which fell as severely as the 
strokes of lightning. The combat raged day and night without a pause for (as many as) twenty- 
eight days. (23-24) Having his many joints and muscles pounded with the strokes of Sri 
Krsna's fists and his strength and courage (too) depleted and limbs perspiring (all over), 
Jambavan spoke to Him (thus), highly astonished (at this unexpected discomfiture, which he 
had never experienced before):—(25) "I (now) conclude You to be (none else than) the all- 
powerful Visnu, the most ancient Person, the suzerain Lord, (nay), the life-energy, the 
organic power, the strength of mind as well as the bodily strength of all created beings. (26) 
Indeed You are the Creator (even) of Brahma and others (the progenitors of the universe), 
as wellas the Reality that underlies (as the material cause of) even created substances (such 
as the Mahat-tattva), the Ruler, in the form of the Time-Spirit, of those that control and destroy 
others, the supreme Self of (all) embodied souls. (27) (I now understand) You are the same 
Lord Ramacandra (my Master) to whom the ocean with its crocodiles and whales thrown into 
agitation by Your casting sidelong glances, marked with anger slightly kindled (by its 
refractoriness), allowed passage, yet by whom a bridge was constructed (atits own entreaty) 
as an embodiment of His own glory, (nay,) by whom (the fortress and city of) Lanka (the 
capital of Ravana, His arch-enemy) was set on fire, and severed by whose (unfailing) arrows 
the heads of ogres fell to the ground !" (28) To His devotee, Jambavan (the king of bears), 
by whom His identity—which is all-consciouness (and bliss)—was thus directly perceived, 
O great king, the lotus-eyed Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) spoke (as follows) in a voice 
deep with emotion, stroking him with His soothing hand out of supreme compassion:—(29-30) 
"For the sake of this gem did we (ihe leading citizens of Dwaraka headed by Myself) arrive 
at (the mouth of) your cave, O chief of bears; whereas | came here {inside the cave) with a 
view to wiping off the false imputation against Me through that gem." (31) Thus addressed 
(by Sri Krsna), he (Jambavan) joyfully gave away by way of worship his own daughter, 
Jambavati, alongwith the gem: so the tradition goes. (32) 
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with an amiable disposition, comely appearance, magnanimity and other (similar) virtues.(44) 
The Lord (however) said (as follows), O protector of men, "We would not accept the gem; 
letit remain with you, a devotee of the sun-god (who conferred it on you). We shall only enjoy 
its fruit (in the shape of the abundant gold it yields everyday." (45) 


Thus ends the fifty-sixth discourse, forming part of the story of Syamantaka, in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Syamantaka stolen; Satadhanva killed and Akrira recalled to Dwaraka 
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Sri Suka began again : Hearing about the sons of Pandu and Kunti having been burnt 
(to death in a house of lac built for them and subsequently set on fire by Duryodhana), 
although the truth (about their having escaped unscathed in good time before the house was 
set on fire) was fully known to Him (omniscient as He was), Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows) 
proceeded to (Hastinapura, the capital of) the kingdom of the Kurus, accompanied by 
Balarama, for-a friendly inquiry after their family affairs (by way of condolence). (1) Meeting 
Bhisma, Krpa, Vidura and Gandhari (wife of King Dhrtarastra) as well as Drona, and equally 
sharing their grief, so the tradition goes, the Lord said, "Ah, what a pity !" (2) 
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Seizing this opportunity (afforded by the absence of Sri Krsna), O king, Akrara and 
Krtavarma (another leading Yadava and a devotee of Sri Krsna, who hated Satrajit for his 
having calumniated Sri Krsna) said to Satadhanva (who had a malice prepense), "Why 
should not the gem be taken possession of (at this opportune moment) ? (3) Why should not 
Satrajit—who having solemnly promised us his jewel ofa daughter, yet disregarding us, gave 
it away to Sri Krsna—(be made to) follow (the fate of) Prasena (his brother) ?” (4) His mind 
having thus been poisoned by them, that vile and most wicked fellow, whose life had (now) 
been spent, murdered Satrajit (in cold blood) out of greed while he was asleep. (5) Having 
made short work of Satrajit (even) as a butcher would slaughter animals, and taking the gem 
in the midst of the womenfolk who were (all) screaming and wailing as though masterless, 
Satadhanva withdrew. (6) 
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Not finding Sri Krsna (a scion of Surasena) return (ever) since He entered the cave and 
disappeared into it, the people (that had accompanied Him to its mouth and had been left 
behind by Him there) returned to their city (DWaraka), full of grief, having waited (there) for 
(as many as) twelve days. (33) Hearing (from them) that Sri Krsna had not come out of the 
cave (till then), Devaki (Sri Krsna's mother), the divine Rukmini (Sri Krsna's premier Spouse) 
and Vasudeva as well as His (other) relations and kinsmen grieved for Him. (34) Cursing 
Satrajit, the aforesaid citizens of Dwaraka, stricken (as they were) with grief, worshipped 
(prayed to) Goddess Durga (known by the name of Candrabhaga), the Supreme Energy 
(of the Lord), for the (safe) return of Sri Krsna. (35) Thanks to their worship of (and 
prayers to) the Goddess and the benediction pronounced (by the Goddess) in response 
to their prayer, as a matter of fact, the said Sri Hari appeared (all of a sudden) in their 
midst accompanied by His (new) bride (Jambavati), and gladdening them (all by His 
dramatic appearance), His purpose (in the shape of recovery of the Syamantaka gem) 
having been accomplished. (36) All were filled with great joy to find Sri Krsna (the Ruler 
of the senses), as though returned to life after death, with His (new) bride and with the 
gem about His neck. (37) 
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Duly summoning Satrajit into the royal presence at court and having told him how He had 
recovered the gem, the Lord handed it over to him. (38) Full of great shame he took the gem 
and with his head cast down returned home thence, repenting for his sin (in the shape of 
flouting the divine command and calumniating the Lord). (39) Brooding over that sinful act 
(of his) alone and feeling nervous over the unpleasantness, created with the mighty (Sri 
Krsna and His followers), he thought (within himself), “How shall | be able to wipe off my guilt 
and how could SriKrsna be conciliated ? (40) What course will prove expedient for me or what 
should be done so that people may not curse me, short-sighted, mean, stupid and covetous 
of wealth as | am ? (41) | shall give away to him my daughter, a (veritable) jewel among 
women, as well as the (Syamantaka) jewel. This will be the proper remedy as there will be 
no end of quarrel otherwise." (42) Having thus resolved by recourse to reason, and moving 
in the matter himself, Satrajit made a present to Sri Krsna of his own blessed daughter as 
well as of the gem: so the tradition goes. (43) The Lord espoused according to the scriptural 
ordinance the said girl, Satyabhama (by name), (who was) solicited by many and (was) gifted 
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Overwhelmed with grief to behold her father slain, Satyabhama too piteously wailed saying 
"Ah father, dear father, |am undone!" and fainting (atintervals). (7) Consigning the deceased 
to a trough full of oil (to guard against decomposition), the afflicted lady drove (all the way) to 
Hastinapura (the city bearing aname denoting the elephant) and reported to Sri Krsna, who 
was (already) aware of the fact (omniscient as He was), the death of her father. (8) Hearing 
the (sad) news and following the practice of the human world, O Pariksit, the two almighty 
Brothers wailed with tears in Their eyes, exclaiming: "Alas, a great calamity has befallen us." (9) 
Returning (forthwith) from Hastinapura to Dwaraka alongwith His consort and elder 
Brother, the Lord made preparations to kill Satadhanva and recover the gem from him. (10) 
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_ Alarmed to know of Sri Krsna's plans (to kill him) and in his anxiety to save his life, 
Satadhanva too solicited Krtavarma for help and the latter replied (as follows): (11) "I dare 
not cross the two almighty Brothers. Having given offence to Them, who can as a matter of 
fact hope to live in peace ? (12) Karnsa was shorn of (all) his glory through enmity with Them 
and met his end alongwith his followers. (Nay,) Jarasandha (the powerful ruler of Magadha 
and father-in-law of Karnsa) escaped (with life) at the end of (each of his) seventeen 
encounters (with Them), deprived (even) of his chariot." (13) Having been refused help (in 
these words by Krtavarma), he next sought Akrira for help. Akrura too replied, "Knowing the 
strength of the two divine Brothers, who will dare antagonize Them ? (14) Hail to the 
celebrated Lord Sri Krsna of marvellous deeds, who creates, preserves and dissolves the 
universe by way of sport; nay, deluded by whose Maya (His beginningless Energy), (even) 
the progenitors of the world cannot comprehend His activity; who, having uprooted a (whole) 
mountain (Govardhana) (even) as a seven-year-old boy, held it up in one hand with as much 
ease as an infant would pluck up and hold a mushroom; Hail to that immortal and immutable 
Self, the most ancient Being!" (15—17) Refused help even by Akrira, Satadhanva deposited 
the valuable gem with him and, riding a horse capable of traversing (in a single journey) one 
hundred Yojanas (eight hundred miles), left (Dwaraka). (18) 
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Mounting Their car with a flag bearing the device of Garuda (the king of birds) and drawn 
by four horses possessing extraordinary speed, O king, Balarama and Sri Krsna (who is 
solicited by all men) drove in pursuit of Satadhanva (the slayer of Their father-in-law). (19) 
Leaving the horse, that dropped down (exhausted) in an orchard in the outskirts of Mithila (the 
capital of the Janakas), Satadhanva took to his heels, greatly alarmed; and Sri Krsna too 
chased him in rage. (20) Lopping off his head with His sharp-edged discus, the Lord, (also) 
moving on foot in fairness to the enemy. who was going on foot, looked for the gem in his upper 
and lower garments. (21) Sri Krsna, by whom the gem could not be found (with the slain), 
returned (to Their car) and said to His elder Brother (Balarama), "In vain has Satadhanva been 
killed (by Me); for the gem is not with him !" (22) Thereupon Balarama replied, "Surely that gem 
must have been deposited by Satadhanva with somebody (at Dwaraka). (Therefore) return to 
Dwaraka (and) trace him. (23) | (for my part) long to see the king of the Videha territory, my most 
beloved friend." Observing thus, Balarama (a scion cf Yadu) entered Mithila, O Pariksit ! (24) 
Delighted at heart to see him, the king of Mithila rose all of a sudden (from his seat) and 
worshipped Balarama (who was worthy of adoration) accordingtothe scriptural ordinance with 
appropriate presents. (25) Honoured by the high-souled Janaka, who was full of love (for him), 
Balarama (who was of an independent mind) sojourned in the aforesaid city for a number of 
years. (Later on) at the opportune time Suyodhana, the (eldest) son of Dhrtarastra (and the 
leader of the Kauravas), learnt the use of a mace at his feet. (26) Reaching Dwaraka (on the 
other side), Lord Sri Krsna related to Satyabhama (His beloved spouse) the story of His having 
slain Satadhanva and (nevertheless) of His not finding the gem (with him), anxious as He was 
to please her (with that comforting news). (27) Then. with the co-operation of His kinsmen, the 
aforesaid Lord caused to be performed in an appropriate manner all the obsequies that were 
conducive to the welfare in the other world of His murdered father-in-law. (28) 
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Sore stricken with fearto hear thenews of Satadhanva having been slain (by the Lord), Akrira 
and Krtavarma, that had instigated Satadhanva (to murder Satrajitand take away his gem), went 
out of Dwaraka (to escape His wrath). (29) Akrira having gone abroad, portentous phenomena 
foreboding misfortune appeared before (the eyes of) the residents of Dwaraka and agonies, 
(both) physical and mental, (nay,) those brought about by divine agencies and those caused by 
other living beings overtook them again and again ever since.(30) So declare some historians 
(Vaigampayana and others), forgetting what has been stated (by me) before, O dear Pariksit ! 
Isit (ever) possible that evil portents should be seen in the (very) home of the Lord whois the (one) 
Abode of ascetics (that are capable of counteracting all evils by their holy presence)? (31) "(Once 
upona time) when Indra (the god of rain) did not pour seasonal showers (in his kingdom), the ruler 
of Kagi (the modem Varanasi) gave away with due ceremony to Swaphalka (the father of Akrura), 
(recently) arrived (athis capital), his own daughter, Gandini (by name); thereupon Indra sent down 
showers in the kingdom of Kasi. (32) Wherever stays the said Akrura, Swaphalka's son, who has 
inherited his father's virtue, they say, Indra pours showers all round; neither calamities nor 
epidemics appear there." (33) Hearing the above-quoted words of the elders and though 
recognizing that the absence of Akrira was not the only cause of the evil portents, Lord SriKrsna 
(who is solicited by all men) had Akriira duly brought back (to Dwaraka) and spoke to him. (34) 
The Lord, who was not only omniscient but knew the mind (of all too), received him with respect, 
admonished him and addressed sweet words to him and (then) smilingly said, so the tradition 
goes:—{35) "That the glorious Syamantaka gem surely lay deposited with you by (the deceased) 
Satadhanva was already known to us, O master of charities | (36) Satrajit having left no male 
issue, (itis but meet that) the sons of his daughter (Satyabhama) should offer oblations of water 
and rice (to the spirit of the deceased) and, paying off his debts, should inherit the rest of his 
property. (37) Yet let the gem—which cannot be easily maintained by others—remain with you, 
strict in the observance of religious vows. My elder brother (Balarama), however, does not (fully) 
trust me in the matter of the gem (and suspects that it has been got removed by me). (38) 
(Therefore, pray,) showit (tous) and (thereby) bring relief to your relations (Balarama, Satyabhama 
and Jambavati). (| know) your sacrificial performances are going on unceasingly these days on 
altars of gold (thereby betraying the existence of the Syamantaka gem with you: for you could 
not otherwise get so much gold).(39) Won over by gentle words in this way, Akrura (Swaphalka's 
son) brought and delivered the gem, which was brilliant as the sun, wrapped in a piece of cloth. 
(40) Having shown the Syamantaka to His kinsmen (Balarama and others) and rubbed off 
through the gem the blame resting on Himself, the Lord then gave it back to Akrura. (41) 
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He.who simply reads, listens to or ponders this most blessed story replete with the 
exploits of the all-powerful Lord Visnu—a story which destroys all sin—gets rid of his evil 
reputation and sin and attains (lasting) peace. (42) 


Thus ends the fifty-seventh discourse, forming part of the story of Syamantaka, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Krsna's espousal with (the rest of) His eight principal Spouses 
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Sri Suka began again : Once upon a time the glorious Sri Krsna (the foremost among 
men), accompanied by Yuyudhana (Satyaki) and others, drove to Indraprastha (the modern 
Delhi) to see Yudhisthira and his (four) brothers (the sons of Pandu), who had been seen (at 
the court of Drupada, having once been taken to have been reduced to ashes within a house 
of shellac). (1) Seeing Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), the Ruler of all, arrived 
(at their door), the valiant sons of Prtha (Sri Krsna's aunt) rose (from their seat) at once (even) 
as the senses become active (again) on finding respiration returned. (2) Embracing the 
immortal Lord, with (all) their sins (of previous lives) wiped off by the (all-purifying) touch of 
His (divine) person, the heroes were transported with joy te gaze on His countenance bright 
with loving smiles. (3) Bowing at the feet of Yudhisthira and Bhima (both of whom were senior 
to Him), and then hugging Arjuna (who was born on a day when the constellation 
Purvaphalguni was in the ascendant and was thus senior to the Lord only by eight days, the 
latter's advent being marked by the ascendancy of Rohini, but was nevertheless treated as 
His equal), He was (in His turn) saluted by Nakula and Sahadeva (the twin-born half-brothers 
of Yudhisthira, who were the youngest and junior to the Lord). (4) Slowly approaching Sri 
Krsna, who was seated on an excellent seat. Krsna (Draupadi, so-called because she had 
a dark-brown complexion and thus bore affinity to the Lord in hue as well as in appellation), 
who had been newly wedded and (therefore) felt a little abashed, and was (absolutely) free 
from reproach (though espoused by all the five brothers), bowed low (to Him). (5) Honoured 
and greeted in the same way by the sons of Prtha, Satyaki made Himself comfortable in his 
(own) seat. Treated with respect, others too satin a circle near by. (6) Having met and greeted 
His father's sister—Prtha, whose eyes were moistened through excessive love—and 
hugged by her (in turn) and questioned about (the welfare of) His kinsfolk, He (gave suitable 
replies to her and) made inquiries (in return) about her (own) health as well as about that of 
her daughter-in-law (Draupadi).(7) Recalling her numerous past sufferings, Kunti, whose 
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throat was choked with nervousness occasioned by affection and whose eyes were wet with 
tears, spoke (as follows) to Sri Krsna, who reveals Himself (to His devotees) in order to end 
their miseries:—(8) "Happiness returned to us, and we were blessed with a protector the very 
moment my cousin (Akrura) was despatched by You (to enquire about our welfare the other 
day), remembering us, Your relatives, O Krsna ! (9) The mistaken notion recognizing one 
individual as one's own and another as alien does not exist in You—who are the friend, nay, 
the very Soul of the universe; yet constantly present in the heart of those who remember You, 
You end their sufferings." (10) 
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Yudhisthira said : "| do not know what meritorious act has been performed by us, O 
supreme Lord, in that You, who cannot easily be perceived (even) by masters of Yoga, have 
come within our sight, men of perverse understanding that we are." (11) Entreated thus by 
the king (Yudhisthira), the said Lord happily spent (there all) the (four) rainy months, bringing 
joy to the eyes of the residents of Indraprastha (by His divine presence). (12) 


Taq wae faq aMeaqimmdd aque quit alearaat 123! 
are aa arel feed fat ar agemerprant ofa | aie ex 
TaTfaeRa ea, Gene, Wea, SEA | SA TAA GSI BRUTSTSTTCOAL 124 | 
am fra: fag wa tera udvqurd | qeata: ofenrdt aftereagigqarem. 1261 
ware fag diet at veneti pent come: att aed areata ee! 
ware «alat  afast | efesar| oes Sia: Ge HATA: SST 1221 
aml a aera gain apache fe faethe 1 A cat uff wd Herr ste ee) 


Once upon atime (after the Knandava forest had been consumed by a huge conflagration) 
the all-conquering Arjuna, the slayer of hostile warriors, accompanied by Sri Krsna and clad 
in an armour, mounted his chariot, distinguished by its flag bearing the device of a monkey, 
and, taking his (famous) Gandiva bow and a pair of quivers containing an inexhaustible stock 
of arrows, entered a dense forest, infested with carnivorous and other (innocent) beasts, for 
the sake of sport. (13-14) There he pierced with his shafts (a number of) tigers, boars, bisons, 
Rurus (a species of deer), Sarabhas (a species of eight-footed animals now extinct), 
Gavayas (a species of quadrupeds resembling the cow), rhinoceroses, deer, hares and 
porcupines. (15) His attendants took such of them as were useful for sacrifice to the king 
(Yudhisthira), the full moon (which is considered specially sacred for sacrifices) having 
approached. Overcome with thirst and fully exhausted, Arjuna (who abhorred detestable 
acts) went to (the bank of) the Yamuna. (16) When they had bathed in the river and drunk 
of its crystal water, the two great car-warriors, Sri Krsna and Arjuna, (both of whom had a 
dark-brown complexion and accordingly bore the epithet Krsna’) noticed a maiden of comely 
appearance strolling about (on the river bank). (17) Sent by his (divine) Comrade, Phalguna 
(Arjuna) went up to that beautiful and excellent damsel with well-set teeth and a charming 
countenance and questioned her (thus):—"Who are you and whose daughter may you be, 
O fair damsel ? Where do you come from and what do you mean to do ? | infer you to be in 
quest of a (suitable) match. (Pray,) relate everything (to me), O good maiden !" (18-19) 
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Kalindi (for such was her name) replied : Daughter of the glorious sun-god, | seek Lord 
Visnu, the Bestower of boons of one's choice, who is worth wooing (in everyway), for my 
husband and am (accordingly) engaged in the severest (form of) austerities. (20) | would 
choose for my spouse none else than that Abode of Sri (the goddess of fortune), O gallant 
one! May that Lord, the Bestower of Liberation and the Refuge of the helpless, be propitious 
to me. (21) Known by the name of Kalindi, | dwell in a palace constructed by my father under 
the water of the Yamuna and propose to stay there till |am able to see that immortal Lord." (22) 
Arjuna (who had conquered sleep) spoke accordingly to Sri Krsna (son of Vasudeva) and He 
too, who knew of it (already), picked her up into the chariot and drove (back) into the presence 
of the king (Yudhisthira). (23) Sri Krsna had, as soon as requested, got built (long ago) by 
Vi$Swakarma (the architect of the gods) a most wonderful and picturesque city for the sons 
of Pandu. (24) Residing there in order to oblige His own people (the Pandavas as well as their 
mother and wife), the Lord had (some time before) acted as the charioteer of Arjuna in order 
to consign (the forest of) Knandava (owned by Indra) to the god of fire. (25) Pleased (with 
the aforesaid service), the said god of fire had conferred on Arjuna, O king, the bow 
(Gandiva), (four) white horses as well as a chariot (drawn by them), a pair of inexhaustible 
quivers and an armour which could not be pierced by archers. (26) Nay, rescued from the 
(said) conflagration (which consumed the forest of Knandava), Maya (the architect of the 
demons) had (built and) presented (as a token of gratitude) to his friend (and benefactor, 
Arjuna) an assembly hall, in which optic illusion seized Duryodhana, who mistook a sheet 
of water for a paved floor and vice versa. (27) 
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Duly permitted by Arjuna and with the consent of His (other) friends and relatives 
(Emperor Yudhisthira and so on), the Lord, accompanied by Satyaki and others, returned to 
Dwaraka. (28) Now, on a certain day, when the planets exerted a favourable influence and 
when the season (too) was most propitious and a most auspicious star was in the ascendant, 
the Lord, who was supreme felicity (personified), espoused KAlindi, (thereby) bringing 
highest joy to His own people. (29) 
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Vinda and Anuvinda, the rulers of Avanti (the modern Ujjain), who followed the will of 
Duryodhana, deterred their sister, who was devoted to Sri Krsna, from making her own 
choice (in a gathering of princes invited for the purpose). (30) Sri Krsna (however) forcibly 
snatched away Mitravinda (as such was her name), daughter of Rajadhidevi (His own 
father's sister*), in the midst of (other) princes, who stood gazing (helplessly), O king ! (31) 
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There was a very pious king of Kosala, Nagnajit by name. He had a brilliant daughter, 
Satya, nicknamed Nagnajiti (after the name of her father), O Pariksit ! (32) Princes could not 
win her without subduing seven excellent, though wicked, bulls with pointed horns, that were 
most formidable and could not bear (even) the smell of heroes. (33) Hearing that she could 
be gained (only) by one who was able to subdue the bulls, Lord Sri Krsna (the Protector of 
the Yadus), accompanied by a huge army, drove to Ayodhya (the capital of the kings of 
Kosala). (34) Full of delight, the said king of Kosala was hailed with joy (by Sri Krsna) while 
welcoming Him by going forth to meet Him, offering Him a (high) seat and valuable articles 
of worship too. (35) Beholding Sri Krsna (the Spouse of Laksmi)—who was not only after her 
heart but was worth wooing (in every way)—arrived in state, the princess sought Him (as her 
husband) and prayed (as follows):—"If He has been (constantly) cherished by meas the goal 
of my sacred vows, let Him grant my innocent prayers and be my husband. (36) Through what 
effort (of mine) can that almighty Lord be pleased with me, the dust of whose lotus-feet do 
Laksmi (the goddess of beauty and prosperity) and Brahma (the lotus-born) as well as Lord 
Siva (who dwells on Mount Kailasa) and the (other) guardians of the world bear on their head, 
and who assumes from time to time embodied (divine) forms suited to His (various) pastimes 
with intent to maintain the standards of morality set up by Himself." (37) To Sri Krsna, who 
had now been (duly) worshipped, the king (of Kosala) spoke as follows:—"O Narayana, O 
Lord of the universe what can I, an extremely poor fellow, do for You, sated as You are with 
the Bliss of Your very Self ? (38) 
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Sti Suka continued : Full of delight, the Lord, who had (now) taken His seat, 
smilingly replied to him in a voice deep as the rumbling of a cloud (as follows), O scion 
of Kuru ! (39) 


* Vide IX. xxiv. 30. 
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The Lord said : Solicitation has been condemned by the wise on the part of the humblest 
Ksatriya, sticking to his own duty, O ruler of men ! Yet in My eagerness to secure your 
friendship | ask (of you) your daughter, since we are not prepared to pay any price (for the 
match). (40) 
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The king replied : "Who else canbe amore welcome match for my girl, O Lord, than You, 
the one Abode of (all) excellences, on whose bosom dwells Sri (the goddess of beauty and 
fortune) as an inseparable companion. (41) With intent, however, to secure a (good) match 
for our daughter a vow has already been made by us, O Chief of the Yadus, for testing the 
prowess of suitors. (42) Here are seven excellent bulls, O gallant One, (so) difficult to tame 
and (so) hard to hold in check. Good many princes have been worsted by them and have had 
their limbs broken. (43) Since these animals must be curbed by You alone, O Scion of 
Yadu, You will be the acknowledged bridegroom for my daughter, O Spouse of Sri!" (44) 
Hearing of this vow and tightening His girdle, nay, revealing Himself in seven forms, the 
Lord brought them (all) under His control by way of sport. (45) Tying them with cords (after 
passing them through their nose), now that their pride had been curbed and their spirit 
broken, Sri Krsna (a scion of Sura), drew them, when tied, by way of sport even as a child 
would draw toy-bulls made of wood. (46) Amazed and delighted at that (feat), the king gave 
away his daughter to Sri Krsna; and the almighty Lord (too) espoused her with due 
ceremony, worthy as she was of Him. (47) Having secured Sri Krsna as the beloved 
husband of their daughter, the queens too derived supreme joy and there was great 
rejoicing (over this happy event). (48) Conchs, kettledrums and big drums sounded; there 
was vocal and instrumental music and the benedictions of Brahmanas (the sacerdotal 
class) were pronounced. Men and women clad in fine clothes and decked with garlands 
felt highly rejoiced. (49) The king gave away as dowry ten thousand newly calved cows and 


three thousand finely dressed young maid-servants decked with a string of gold coins, nine 
thousand elephants, a hundred times as many chariots, horses a hundred times the 
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number of chariots, and men-servants hundred times the number of horses. (50-51) 
Placing the (married) couple in a chariot, the king of Kosala, whose heart was moistened 
through affection, sent them attended with a large army. (52) 
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Hearing of this, the highly envious kings, even though they had their spirit broken by the 
Yadus (the followers of Sri Krsna) and earlier by the lusty bulls, intercepted Sri Krsna, while 
He was taking the bride (with Him), on the road. (53) Arjuna, the wielder ot the Gandiva bow, 
who was (accompanying the Lord and was) keen to oblige his friend and cousin, repulsed 
them even as they came discharging volleys of arrows (at the Lord), (just) as a lion would 
drive away small beasts (before it). (54) Reaching Dwaraka with the dowry, Lord Sri Krsna 
(Son of Devaki), the foremost of the Yadus, delightfully spent His time with Satya. (55) 
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Sri Krsna (next) married Bhadra, a princess of Kekaya, daughter of His father's sister, 
Srutakirti* offered (to Him) by her brothers, the foremost of whom was Santardana. (56) He 
(further) carried away single-handed, in an assemblage called for self-election of a husband, 
Laksmana, daughter of the (then) ruler of the Madra territory, endowed with auspicious 
marks, (even) as Garuda (the king of birds) snatched away (the jar of) nectar (from Indra's 
paradise). (57) There were other such consorts of Sri Krsna, (all) good-looking and 
numbering thousands (sixteen thousand) rescued from the captivity of Bhaumasurat(the 
son of Mother Earth) after killing him. (58) 


Thus ends the fifty-eighth discourse entitled "Sri Krsna's marriage with (the rest of) His 
eight principal spouses", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


* Vide IX xxiv. 30 

+The demon was born of Mother Earth through her touch with the Lord manifested as the divine Boar at the time of His 
lifting her up from the depths of the ocean (vide III. xiii. 31). Mother Earth herself acknowledges this in the Visnu-Purana when 
she says:— 
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Discourse LIX 
The Lord snatches away (by force) a Parijata tree (from Indra's paradise) 


and kills the demon Naraka (the son of Mother Earth). 


es 
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am aa waa att aa a a: faa: Hest werd fad ager ¢ | 


The king (Pariksit) submitted : (Be pleased to) recount the aforesaid exploit of Sri 
Krsna (the Wielder of the Sarnga bow)—how the demon Naraka (son of Mother Earth) was 
made short work of by the Lord and wherefore the aforementioned damsels were kept in 
bondage (by the former).(1) 
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Sri Suka replied : Having been apprised of the (nefarious) activities of the demon 
Naraka (son of Mother Earth) by Indra, whose umbrella* (one of the insignia of sovereignty) 
had been snatched away (by the demon), (nay,) whose mother (Aditi) had been robbed (by 
him) of her ear-rings and who had been evicted (by the same demon) from the summit (called 
Maniparvata) of Mount Mandara (the mountain of the gods), the Lord rode on (His carrier) 
Garuda (the king of birds) alongwith His (favourite) spouse (Satyabhama)t and flew to 
Pragjyotisapura (the capital of Naraka and the premier town of Pragjyotisa, now identified 
with Assam), fortified (as it was) on all sides with ramparts of mountains and weapons (such 
as artillery), (nay,) rendered difficult of access due to its belts of water, fire and wind, and 
encircled with myriads of dreadful and strong snares laid (here and there) by the demon Mura 
(an associate and follower of Naraka). (1—3) Sri Krsna (the Wielder of a mace) shattered 


* The demon had snatched away (as a matter of fact) the umbrella of Indra's own brother Varuna (the guardian of the 
western quarter and the god of water) and not his own (vide verse 23 of Discourse LIX). But, as the head and overlord of all 
the Lokapalas and the ruler of all the three worlds, he deemed this as an encroachment upon his own sovereign rights and 
a direct affront to himself and hence considered himself deprived of his own umbrella. 

+ The Lord had conferred a boon on Mother Earth saying that He would not take the life of her son Naraka without her 
consent. And Satyabhama being an incamation of Mother Earth, the Lord took her with Him in order to secure her consent 
before killing the demon. Again, it is mentioned in the scriptures that Indra complained to the Lord about the behaviour of the 
demon and sought redress of his grievances while He was staying in the palace of Satyabhama. Hence He took her just for 
her diversion. 
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down the (ramparts of) mountains with His mace, (known by the name of Kaumodaki), the 
fortifications of weapons with His shafts, (the belts of) fire, water and wind with His discus 
(Sudargana) and the snares laid by Mura with His sword. (4) He blew down the engines (fixed 
onthe ramparts) and broke down the hearts of the gallant (defenders) with the (blasts of) His 
(famous) conch (Paficajanya), and the fortification wall with His massive mace. (5) 
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Hearing the blast of Pafcajanya, terrific as the clap of thunder (heard) at the end ofa 
Kalpa (marking the dissolution of the universe), the five-headed demon Mura rose from 
under the water (of the moat), where he had been lying asleep. (6) Lifting up his trident, the 
terrible demon, who shone like the sun and fire appearing at the end of a Kalpa and (as such) 
was difficult to gaze at, darted at the Lord, even'as a serpent would rush at Garuda (son of the 
sage Kasyapa), devouring as it were (all) the three worlds with his five (gaping) mouths. (7) 
Brandishing his trident and hurling it with force at Garuda, the demon roared with (all) his five 
mouths. Filling the horizon and the atmosphere as well as all the four quarters, the great roar 
covered the entire cosmos. (8) By a pair of shafts discharged with (great) vigour Sri Krsna 
splitinto three the trident even as it came flying at Garuda and struck in return his (wide open) 


mouths with (more) shafts. Mura too hurled his mace in indignation at Sri Krsna. (9) With 
His own mace Srikrsna (elder Brother of Gada) split into thousands of splinters the saidmace 


Thad 


Dis. 59 ] BOOK TEN . 367 


Setting iniioie eon fii ininicintoicte ttt inininttese tea ae te ar aaa 


(even) as it came flying on the battle-field. (Nay,) the invincible Lord lopped off in mere sport with 
His discus (all) the (five) heads of the demon as he rushed at Him lifting up his arms. (1 0) With 
his heads severed the demon fell lifeless into the water like a mountain whose crest had been 
sundered by the might of Indra. His seven sons, distressed as they were at the death of their 
father and impatient to take vengeance, stood fully prepared to give battle. (11) Urged on to 
an encounter by the demon Naraka (the son of Mother Earth) and placing Pitha, their 
generalissimo, at the head, Tamra, Antariksa, Sravana, Vibhavasu, Vasu, Nabhasvan and 
Aruna, the seventh, sallied forth equipped with arms. (12) Coming up, fierce through rage, 
they hurled shafts, swords, maces, javelins, spears and pikes at the invincible Lord. Lord Sri 
Krsna of unfailing prowess (however), so the tradition goes, cut down with His own shafts 
the (whole) body of arms into pieces as small as the sesamum seed. (13) The Lord sentthem 
(all), Pitha and others , to the abode of Death,* their heads, thighs, arms, feet and armours 
having been lopped off or split open. Enraged to see (from the top of the fortress) the generals 
of his army having been killed by the discus (Sudarsana) and arrows of Sri Krsna (the 
immortal Lord), the demon Naraka, son of Mother Earth, rushed forth with (an army of) sea- 
born elephants (whose descent was traceable from Airavata, the king of elephants, the 
carrier of Indra). Perceiving Sri Krsna with His spouse (Satyabnama) mounted on Garuda 
(the king of birds) like a cloud united with lightning and appearing above the sun, Naraka 
hurted at Him the javelin known by the name of Sataghni; (nay,) all his warriors too hit Him 
allat once. (14-15) With His sharp arrows endowed with peculiar wings Lord Sri Krsna (elder 
Brother of Gada) forthwith hit the troops of Naraka in such a way as tolop off their arms, thighs 
and necks, and mangle their bodies and kill their horses and elephants. (16) 
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Borne by Garuda, who was striking down elephants with his wings (all the way), SriKrsna 
with His sharp arrows, three for one, cutdown (afew minutes later), Ojewel among the Kurus, 
all the weapons and missiles that were employed by the (hostile) warriors (against Him 
before their death). Being struck by Garuda with his bill, wings and claws, the elephants (of 
the enemy) in their distress retreated into their city (Pragjyotisapura) itself. Seeing his army 


put to flight when assailed by Garuda, the demon Naraka fought on (all alone). (17—19) The 
son of Mother Earth hit Garuda with the same javelin by which the (very) thunderbolt (of Indra) 


- The use of the compound word 44472 in this contextis intended simply to convey that the Lord made short work of them. 
Obviously those who died at the hands of the Lord could not be expected to have visited the abode of Yama. They must have 
attained absorption into the Lord by virtue of that unique privilege. 
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had been beaten off. Though pierced by it, Garuda did not budge any more than an elephant 
would when struck with a garland. (20) His attempt having proved futile, Naraka (son of 
Mother Earth) picked up a pike with intent to strike at Sri Krsna. (But) before he could 
discharge it, Sri Krsna with His discus (Sudarsana), which was keen-edged as a razor, 
lopped up the head of Naraka, who rode on an elephant. (21) Fallen on the ground, Naraka's 
head, which was accompanied with a pair of ear-rings and adorned with a lovely diadem, 
shone most resplendent. "Oh, what a pity !" cried his people and "Bravo !" exclaimed the 
seers; while the chiefs of gods extolled Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation), covering Him 
with (a shower of) flowers. (22) Approaching Sri Krsna, Goddess Earth (the mother of 
Naraka) delivered (to Him) a pair of ear-rings (belonging to Aditi, mother of the gods), brilliant 
with jewels chased in purest gold, alongwith a garland of sylvan flowers accompanied by a 
Vaijayanti (a garland of valuable flowers interspersed with jewels), as well as the umbrella 
belonging to Varuna (the god of water and the guardian of the western quarter) and the crest 
of Mount Mandara, known by the name of Mahamani or Maniparvata (so-called because of 
its abounding in precious gems). (23) Bending low (in humility) with joined palms, and with 
a mind full of devotion the goddess then glorified (as follows) Sri Krsna (the Lord of the 
universe), who is worshipped (even) by the foremost of gods, O king ! (24) 
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Earth prayed : Hail to You, O Ruler of the (very) gods of god, O Wielder of aconch, discus 
and mace! O Inner Controller of the gods and other beings, my salutations be to You, who 
have assumed this form in deference to the wishes of Your devotees. (25) Hail to You, who 
have a lotus sprung from Your navel ! Hail to You, who are adored with a garland of lotuses I! 
Hail to You, the lotus-eyed One !!! Hail to You, who are possessed of lotus-like feet!!! (26) 
Salutations to You, who are no other than Lord Visnu, though appearing as a son of 
Vasudeva ! Salutations to You, who are anterior’ to all evolutes, the Cause (even) of Prakrti 
(the source of the entire creation), (the Embodiment of) perfect Knowledge. (27) Hail to You, 
the birthless Creator of this (objective) universe, the Absolute, possessed of endless 
potencies ! (My) salutation be to You, O Inner Controller of the great and the small, O Lord, 
who are one with the five (gross) elements, O Supreme Spirit ! (28) When inclined to create, 
O Lord, it is You who assume vehement Rajoguna (and appear as Brahma); for the 


dissolution of the universe You assume gross Tamoguna (and appear in the form of Rudra, 
the god of destruction); and for the continuance of the world You assume abundant 


SEE EEE 


* The Sruti says:— Fasareerataia aq FETs WIS 
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Sattvaguna, though remaining (ever) unobscured (by these Gunas), O Lord of the universe! 
(Nay,) You (alone) are the Time-Spirit, primordial Matter and Spirit (too) and (yet) distinct 
(from them). (29) Myself (earth), water, fire and air, ether, the (five) objects of the senses (viz., 
sound, touch, colour, taste and smell), the gods (presiding over the Indriyas etc.), the mind, 
the (ten) Indriyas (the five senses and the five organs of action), the ego, the Mahat-tattva 
(the principle of cosmic intelligence), (nay,) the entire mobile and immobile creation—(all) this; 
O Lord, is a (mere) phantom (appearing) in You, who are (really) one without a second. (30) 
This son (Bhagadatta) of Naraka, afraid as he is, has (accordingly) been brought (by me) to 
(the soles of) Your lotus feet, O Reliever of the distress of those fallen at Your feet! Therefore, 
protect him and place on his head Your lotus palm, which destroys all sin. (31) 
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$riSuka continued : Entreated in these words by Goddess Earth bent low with devotion, 
and vouchsafing security (to Naraka’s son), Sri Krsna entered the palace of Naraka (son of 
Mother Earth), full of all (kinds of) riches (luxuries). (32) There Sri Krsna saw sixteen 
thousand (and one hundred* ) Ksatriya maidens snatched away by Naraka from (the 
gynaeceum of) kings (as well as of gods, Siddhas and demons) after showing valour. (33) 
Fascinated to behold that hero among men, who had (now) entered the women's 
apartments, the damsels mentally chose Him for their beloved spouse ushered (into their 
presence) by (a benign) providence. (34) (They) all severally set their heart on Sri Krsna with 
the feeling (prayer), "May He be my husband and may Providence approve of this." (35) Sr 
Krsna sentthem (all) in (closed) palanquins to Dwaraka, now that they had been duly washed 
and neatly dressed, and (also) sent (with them) valuable treasures, chariots, horses and 
abundant wealth, as well as sixty-four swift-footed white elephants descended from Airavata 
(the king of elephants and the carrier of Indra) and endowed with four tusks. (36-37) 
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(V.xxix. 9,31) 
“Having brought by force, O Krsna (who are supplicated by all men)! daughters of gods, Siddhas and Asuras as well as 
of (human) kings (rulers of men), that demon (Naraka) detained them in his (own) palace. x x x Sri Krsna of incomparable 
prowess saw in his gynaeceum, O high-minded one, sixteen thousand and one hundred maidens.” 
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Flying (thence) to the abode of Indra (the ruler of the gods), the Lord made over to Aditi 
(Indra's mother) her pair of ear-rings (recovered from the possession of Naraka, by whom 
they had been snatched away by force), as well as the umbrella (of Varuna) to Indra, and was 
worshipped (in return) alongwith His beloved spouse (Satyabhama) by the said king of 
immortals accompanied by his consort. (38) Urged on by His consort, He pulled up a Parijata 
tree (from the garden of Indra) and, placing it on the back of Garuda and vanquishing the 
gods, Indra and all (who opposed Him), He broughtit down* to His (own) capital (Dwaraka).(39) 
It was planted to adorn the (pleasure-) garden attached to Satyabhama's mansion. 
Hankering after its (delicious) fragrance and honey, bees followed it (all the way) from 
heaven. (40) Bowing low (with reverence) and touching His feet with the corners of his 
diadem, Indra had (formerly) sought from Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) the accomplishment 
of his purpose (viz., the recovery of his mother's ear-rings and the umbrella of Varuna from 
Naraka). Once (however) he had his purpose accomplished, he fought with Him, though 
wise. Oh, the ignorance even of the gods (who are predominantly Sattvika in character)! 
Accursed is opulence. (41) 
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Assuming as many semblancesas the brides, and remaining undiminished (integral), the 
almighty Lord espoused with due ceremony (all) those damsels in different mansions at one 
and the same hour. (42) Remaining constantly (and simultaneously) present in their 
mansions, which were not only unsurpassed but were beyond (all) comparison (in point of 
abundance of luxuries), Sri Krsna, who wrought inconceivable things and was perfect in His 
own blissfulness, sported with those part manifestations of Goddess Rama like an ordinary 
mortal, (scrupulously) performing (all) the duties of a householder. (43) Having thus secured 
for their husband the (very) Spouse of Rama, whose ways (the path leading to whom) even 
Brahma (the creator) and others are unable to make out, the aforesaid ladies waited upon 
Him with incessantly increasing joy, greeting Him with glances accompanied by loving smiles 
in their (ever) fresh meeting (with the Lord) marked by exchange of jokes and bashfulness. (44) 
Though attended by hundreds of servant-maids, they rendered (personal) service to the 
almighty Lord by going forth to meet Him (when He called at their door), offering Him (an 
exalted) seat and excellent articles of worship, laving His feet, presenting betel leaves 
seasoned with catechu, lime areca-nut parings, cloves and cardamom seeds etc., relieving 
His fatigue (by kneading His feet etc.), fanning Him, daubing Him with sandal-paste and 


* We have already seen in verse 55 of Discourse L that Indra himself sent a Parijata tree to Dwaraka even when the city 
was built. But it was planted elsewhere away from the mansion of Satyabhama, who wanted to have one just beside her. 
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decking Him with garlands (in the hot weather), dressing His hair, arranging His bed, bathing 
Him and serving Him with refreshments etc. (45) 


Thus ends the fifty-ninth discourse entitled "The Lord snatches away 
(by force) a Parijata tree (from Indra's paradise) and 
makes short work of Naraka," in the latter half of 
Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LX 


A dialogue between Sri Krsna and Rukmini 
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Sri Suka began again : On a certain night Rukmini (the daughter of king Bhismaka), 
accompanied by her female companions, was serving with a fan her (divine) Spouse (Lord 
Sri Krsna), the Father and Illuminator of the world, who was comfortably seated on her own 
bed. (1) The same birthless Lord who creates, sustains and destroys the universe by way of 
sport was born in the race of Yadu for maintaining the (moral) standards set up by Himself. (2) 
Rukmini waited upon her Spouse, the suzerain Lord of (all) the worlds, (who was) 
comfortably seated on a superb cushion, white as the foam of milk, mounted on a couch, O 
king ! within that (well-known) inner apartment (of Rukmini's palace)—whose beauty was 
heightened by a canopy fringed with brilliant pearl-strings hanging from it, by gems serving 
as lights, by flowers and garlands of jasmines resonant with the humming of black bees, and 
by silvery rays of the moon that had penetrated into itthrough eye-holes oflatticed windows— 
(nay,) which was fanned by breezes blowing through the garden (attached to it) and laden 
with the fragrance of Parijata trees (figuring in it), and scented with fumes rising from burning 
aloe-wood and escaping through the (aforementioned) eye-holes. (3—6) Taking from the 
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hand of a female companion the chowrie provided with a handle of jewels, the glorious lady 
rendered service to the Lord, fanning Him with it. (7) Holding the handle of the fan in her hand 
adorned with rings and bangles and making music by her anklets made of gems beside the 
infallible Lord, she looked (most) charming with the splendour of her pearl necklace— 
reddened by the saffron painted on her breasts covered by the end of her sari—and with her 
girdle of unsurpassed value worn about her hips. (8) Delighted to see her, the beautiful 
Laksmi Herself, who was exclusively devoted to Him, and had assumed a form matching with 
Sri Krsna's—who had sportfully taken a (human) semblance—(nay.) on whose countenance, 
embellished by locks, ear-rings and a neck adorned with a gold necklace, shone a nectarine 
smile, Sri Krsna (who captivates the heart of all) spoke smilingly (as follows). (9) 
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The glorious Lord said : Princess ! you were sought after by kings, who vied in wealth 
with the lords of tte spheres, wielded great influence, were endowed with splendour and 
distinguished for their comeliness, magnanimity and bodily strength. (10) Leaving them (all), 
the king of Cedi etc.—who were all love-intoxicated and had called at your door as suitors 
and to whom you had been affianced by your brother and father—how did you choose for 
your husband us, who were no match for you. (11) Afraid of kings, O beautiful one, ourselves 
have sought refuge in the ocean, have entered into enmity with the strong and have well- 
nigh relinquished the royal throne. (12) O lovely one ! generally those women suffer, who 
follow the track of men whose ways are not clear and who are treading the paths 
unrecognized by the world. (13) We are penniless and are ever loved by the poor. Therefore, 
O lady of slender waist, the well-to-do, as a matter of fact, do not generally resort to Me. (14) 
Marriage and friendship should be contracted between those two who are equal to each 
other in wealth, birth, sovereignty, exterior and future prospects, and never between a 
superior and an inferior. (15) O princess of Vidarbha ! ignoring these facts due to your short- 
sightedness, you (wrongly) selected (for a husband) us, who, though praised for nothing by 
beggars, are (really) devoid of merits. (16) Even now choose you an eminent Ksatriya who 
isa match for you. Through him shall you find the desires of your heart fulfilled both here and 
hereafter. (17) Kings like SiSupala (the ruler of Cedi), Salva, Jarasandha and Dantavaktra, 
nay, your own elder brother Rukmi too bear enmity towards me, O handsome lady ! (18) It 
was in order to curb the pride of those haughty kings, who had grown blind under the 
intoxication of their might that you were brought by Me, the eclipser of the wicked, O 
auspicious one ! (19) Having no desire of women, progeny and wealth, we are really 
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indifferent (to the world), remain steeped in a sense of fullness through Self-Realization, are 
unattached to home or the body and doing no work remain as a witness only like a light.(20) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Having spoken this much to Rukmini, who looked upon herself by 
virtue of her constant presence by His side as His most beloved wife, the Lord, who sought 
to uproother pride, became silent. (21) Hearing, then, these unwelcome words—such as had 
been never heard before—of her beloved Husband, the Lord of the three worlds, the glorious 
lady was struck with terror and, shuddering at heart and shedding tears, she was actually 
plunged into endless grief. (22) With her speech choked with excessive anguish she stood 
(there) scratching the ground with her tender feet gleaming red due to its (ruddy) nails, 
soaking both the breasts—painted with saffron—by her tears rendered black through 
collyrium and with her face cast down. (23) Severe agony, fear and grief had so obliterated 
her reason that the fan dropped from her hand which (shrivelling immediately) allowed the 
bracelets to slip off. The body too of that lady, who had lost control over her mind, swooning 
suddenly, fell down with dishevelled hair like a banana tree uprooted by the wind. (24) Seeing 
His beloved spouse, who had failed to grasp the deep subtlety of His humour, bound to Him 
with such a tie of affection, that merciful and glorious Lord Sri Krsna was moved with pity. (25) 
Quickly stepping down from the couch and lifting her up, the four-armed Lord gathered up 
her locks and wiped her face with His lotus hand. (26) Wiping her tearful eyes and breasts 
soiled with tears of grief and folding in His arms the virtuous lady, who was single-heartedly 
attached to Him, O king, the Lord, whois the resort of the righteous and knew how to console, 
comforted His distressed consort, who was confounded in mind by the severity of the joke 
and was undeserving of it. (27-28) 
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The glorious Lord said : O daughter of the King of Vidarbha, no, do not be angry with 
Me. | know you are devoted to Me. | behaved jestingly with you, O beautiful lady, only with 
intent to hear your retort and to behold your countenance with the lips quivering due to 
resentment through love, with the corners of the eyes growing red while darting glances, and 
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with the beautiful line of eyebrows knit together. (29-30) O lady marked with fear and frown! 
to the householders engrossed in their household duties this indeed is the greatest gain that 
they pass a few hours in pastimes in the company of their beloved. (31) 
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Sri Suka went on: Rukmini (the daughter of the King of Vidarbha), O king, on being 
thus amply comforted by the Lord, realized His utterance to be a joke and gave up the fear 
of being abandoned by her Darling. (32) Gazing on the Lord's face with affectionate 
glances graced by a bashful smile, she spoke (thus) to the greatest among men, O scion 
of Bharata ! (33) 


aT 
waataiadaerg «Fe 4 Ya wTadisaeeit fay: | 
mw wa veeaiad wareaite: sé Woop 12.1 
wa wafer que senna: a Bas sae AAT! 


frei fez: qaterreret weaasoad «fagd an 134 


wees «= aera «TTL 341 
fleet 74 War 4 adie fais oat af afesqaista een: | 
ao eee: Yet var Steysrata ashe qua ise! 
aoa qeusoding: ere ageeat quae fagara qa 
ast fast agfadt yaa: aa: ge: fang wat: qae-feaH 3c 
a weceqhinieaqe aeissaes wrafafa 8 gata 
feat wagya | aifaereaneenfiscrsetead «= HIST 13¢1 
wel aaa Tass aq YOM fase agiac wea at an 
faa an mated oa Bet ae ware aaah aU ya: ix! 
ageear qoferarsurat. SSaeeAT <= ear Tea um Tay 1 
we fagea fafaqdarasne dtefa asquedi a seer: fixe! 
arm aq aa Teme syed saa) 
seed aan yeas wet waevaaeifafamgiy: 1s?! 
aq aaSTaa stares 2 Wa a AMT 
art qari 9 ogafiee  at a SqaTegaroart: 142 
wen: @rat A wade: sot yeq wenstaseyan: | 
mead 86a eStats ia 1s 


Dis. 60 ] BOOK TEN 375 


ee eit nthe eee nen ek Pen nn RR 


ada gga sais anted aq oe a: Wore xe 
saiené «ow ae  aegee | srerearga fore: eae: see: we Ko! 
aerate gage wisi ad aan qaisadt a fayera ai faveseeqa: xc 


Rukmini said : Of course, it is as You said, O lotus-eyed Lord, that | am surely unlike 
You, the giorious one, possessed of infinite qualities. What comparison is there between 
You, the glorious Lord of the three principal deities (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) and established 
in Your own greatness, and myself, the primordial Nature comprised of the three Gunas and 
one whose fee? are clutched by the ignorant ! (34) True it is that You sleep in the ocean of 
the (devotee's) heart as if afraid of the three Gunas, O Lord of wide strides, who are pure 
Consciousness, the Self. You are ever at loggerheads with the wicked senses and even Your 
servants kick aside such a dark and gloomy thing as kingship. (35) The ways (even) of sages 
fond of the honey of Your lotus-feet are obscure and hence surely incomprehensible by 
beasts among men. For, when the doings of (even) those who follow You are as though 
supernatural, those of the Almighty Lord in You must be much more so. (36) Certainly You— 
to whom (even) Brahma and others, who accept offerings (from others) bear offerings—are 
Akificana (not in the sense that You own nothing but) because there is nothing other than 
You. Those blinded by wealth and (engaged in) gratifying their senses do not know You, who 
steal away the hours of their life: You are the most beloved of those Brahma and others (who 
enjoy the respect of others), and vice versa. (37) Indeed You are the embodiment of every 
(recognized) object of human pursuit, a personification of absolute joy, seeking which the 
wise give up everything. Their contact with You is most deserved, but not so of the man and 
woman who are attached one to the other and therefore subject to pleasure and pain. (38) 
You have been elected by me (as my husband). knowing that Your glory has been sung by 
sages who have renounced the rod. and that You are the Soul of the universe and are ready 
to bestow Your very self (on Your devotees), and rejecting (even) Brahma (the lotus-born) 
and the rulers of heaven (Indra and others), whose fortune and blessings are dashed to the 
ground by the force of Time as propelled by a mere play of Your eyebrows, others (Sisupala 
and so on) being of no account. (39) Your plea that You resorted to the sea out of fear (of 
the kings) has no meaning, O elder Brother of Gada: for, by the mere twang of the Sarnga 
bow you put them to flightand carried away myself, Yourshare, O Lord, (even) as alion drives 
away other animals and appropriates its prey. (40) The foremost of kings like Anga, Prthu 
(the son of Vena), Bharata (born of Jayanti, the spouse of Lord Rsabhadeva), Yayati (the son 
of Nahusa), Gaya and others retired to the forest renouncing their undisputed sovereignty 
in quest of You, O Lord of lotus eyes. Did they suffer because they sought Your feet here 
2(41) O Lord, the abode of virtues ! the fragrance of Your lotus-feet grants freedom from 
transmigration to the people, is the resort of Laksmi and has been extolled by men of wisdom. 
What mortal woman with a clear insight into the real purpose of life, who has (once) smelt 
it, would (dare) ignore it and seek another who is ever subject to grave fears (of senility and 
death etc.)? (42) | have sought as my befitting partner You, who are the suzerain lord of the 
universe, (nay,) my own Self and the granter of (all) desired boons both here as well as 
hereafter. May Your feet, which seek him who worships You and release him from the 

_ deceptive cycle of births and deaths, prove to be an asylum to me, who have been wandering 
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through (repeated) births. (43) O infallible One, O Destroyer of foes, let the kings (Sisupala 
and others) suggested by You be the choice of that woman into whose ears has not entered 
a lay pertaining to You and sung in the courts of Siva and Brahma. Within their homes those 
kings behave towards the ladies like a donkey, an ox, a dog, a cat and a slave. (44) This 
human body, the interior of which contains (nothing but) flesh, bones, blood, worms, excreta, 
phlegm, bile and wind, is covered with skin, moustaches, nails and hairon the body and head, 
is a living corpse. That stupid woman alone serves such a body as a husband, who has never 
enjoyed the fragrance of honey in the lotus of Your feet. (45) | wish to burn with love for Your 
feet, O lotus-eyed One, who delight in Your own self and do not see anything extraordinary 
in me | When for the advancement of this world You cast Your glance on me (as Prakrti), 
assuming a superabundance of Rajas, that alone constitutes, as a matter of fact, (an act of) 
supreme grace on me. (46) (When You ask me to choose another partner even now,) O 
slayer of the demon Madhu, | do not regard Your words as without meaning; for sometimes, 
surely enough, there are girls who like Amba* (the daughter of the celebrated king of Kasi), 
cherish love for somebody else (than the one by whom they have been won). (47) The mind 
of a woman of easy virtue, though married, is always attracted towards a new person. A wise 
man should not (therefore) maintain such an unchaste woman: for by doing so he falls both 
here and hereafter. (48) 
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The glorious Lord replied : O virtuous lady ! it was with intent to hear you speak in this 
strain, O princess, that you were subject to a joke by Me. In fact, the interpretation you have 
put on My words is wholly and literally true. (49) Whatever blessings you seek from Me are 


* We are told in the Mahabharata how the three daughters of the then king of Kasi were conquered in an open contest 
by Bhisma for the sake of his cousins. Citrangada and Vicitravirya. and how Amba, the eldest of them. who had set her heart 


upon Salva, was, when she opened her mind before Bhisma. allowed by the latter to seek the company of Salva. 
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undoubtedly ever possessed by you, who are solely devoted to Me, O blessed one ! And 
blessings sought from Me lead to freedom from desires, i.e., Liberation. (50) O faultless one, 
| have come to know your love and fidelity to Me. For, though | tried to shake you by My words, 
your mind could not be estranged from Me. (51) They who propitiate Me, the Bestower of 
Liberation, for conjugal pleasures through austerities and vows have given their heart to 
sensuous enjoyments and are deluded by Maya. (52) Having obtained (propitiated) Me, the 
Source and Bestower of Liberation as well as of worldly riches, O proud lady, they who seek 
after the latter only are unfortunate (as a matter of fact), inasmuch as these can be obtained 
even in the lowest species of life (which are compared with hell). To such men (however) 
whose mindis given to the pleasures of sense (even) hell appears to be a pleasant resort.(53) 
Wellitis, O mistress of My household, that you have practised constant devotion to Me, which 
rids one of worldly bondage, and which is (so) very hard to practise for the wicked and more 
so for a deceitful woman reeking with unclean desires and given to sense-gratification 
only. (54) In the whole of My houshold | do not see a house-wife affectioate like yourself, 
O proud lady, who, ignoring all the kings assembled on the occasion of your marriage, sent 
a Brahmana carrying a confidential message to Me, of whom you had (only) heard good 
accounts (and whom you had never personally known). (55) You put up with the disfiguration 
of your brother vanquished in battle, nay, his death* (too at the hands of Balarama) on the 
happy occasion of (Aniruddha's) wedding in a tournament of dice-playing, and the grief 
repeatedly caused by the memory of these (unpleasant) incidents. You (however) never 
spoke a word (about these things) for fear of separation from Us. By this conduct of yours 
you have (completely) won Me over. (56) A messenger was sent by you with a most 
judiciously-worded message in order to secure My hand. While | was tarrying, you looked 
upon this world (full of relatives and friends) as void and (even) sought to cast off this 
(charming) body of yours, which you did not consider as worthy of anyone else. Let that 
(unique) love of yours stand to your credit. (Unable to repay it) We (only) hail it with joy. (57) 
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Sri Suka continued: In this way the almighty Lord of the universe, though immersed in 
the Bliss of Self, sported with Laksmi (in the form of Rukmini) by indulging in amorous talks 
(with her) imitating the ways of humanity. (58) So did the all-pervading Lord Sri Krsna, the 
Preceptor of the universe, sported (simultaneously) in the mansions of His other spouses 
too, discharging His household duties like a (common) householder. (59) 

Thus ends the sixtieth discourse entitled "A dialogue between Sri Krsna and Rukmini," 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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* Described later in verse 36 of Discourse LXI, though the incident presumably occurred earlier. 
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Discourse LXI 
(A description of the Lord's progeny;) 


Rukmi killed (by Balarama) during Aniruddha's wedding 
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Sri Suka began again : The aforesaid wives of Sri Krsna bore Him ten sons each, who 
were in no way inferior to their Father in respect of all their mental and physical qualities. (1) 
Perceiving Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) not stirring out of their palaces but (always) present 
there, the princesses regarded themselves each as His most beloved spouse. (As a matter 
of fact) those ladies were unaware of His real character. (2) The loving ladies were 
exceedingly charmed by the lovely countenance. resembling a lotus flower, long arms, big 
eyes. glances full of love and merriment and winning talks of the Lord: (but) with (all) their 
charms they were unable to win the heart of the Perfect One. (3) (All) His sixteen thousand 
(and odd) wives could not shake His mind by their shafts of Cupid and other charms skilled 
in conveying the message of love despatched by their arched eyebrows fascinating with the 
sentiment expressed by their suppressed smile and sidelong glances. (4) Having gained for 
their husband (such a one as) the Consort of Rama, whose ways even (great) gods like 
Brahma are unable to know. the aforesaid ladies indulged with ever growing delight in loving 
smiles. affectionate glances and a longing for union which ever appeared as new, and so 
on.(5) Though attended by hundreds of servant-maids, they rendered (personal) service to 
the all-pervading Lord by going forth to meet Him (on His arrival), offering Him a seat and 
excellent articles of worship, washing His feet, presenting betel-leaves seasoned with lime, 
catechu. areca-nut parings, cardamoms, cloves etc.. relieving Him of His fatigue (by 
kneading His feet etc.), fanning Him. ddubing Him with sandal-paste and adorning Him with 
garlands, dressing His locks. arranging His bed, bathing Him and serving Him with dishes 
(of various kinds). (6) 
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Of the (sixteen thousand and odd) wives of Sri Krsna, who had ten sons each, | (now 
proceed to) mention to you the sons, Pradyumna and so on, of the eight principal 
spouses (alone) that have been previously referred to (by me). (7) With Pradyumna as 
the eldest, Carudesna, Sudesna, the valorous Carudeha, Sucaru and Carugupta and, 
next to him, Bhadracaru as well as Carucandra, Vicaru and Caru as the tenth were born 
of Rukmini. They were in no way inferior to their father. (8-9) Bhanu, Subhanu, 
Swarbhanu, Prabhanu and Bhanuman, Candrabhanu, Brhadbhanu and Atibhanu, the 
eighth, as well as Sribhanu and Pratibnanu were the ten sons of Satyabhama. Samba, 
Sumitra, Purujit, Satajit and Sahasrajit, Vijaya and Citraketu, Vasuman, Dravida and 
Kratu—these were the sons of Jambavati. Samba was the eldest of them and they were 
all loved by the Father. (10—12) Vira, Candra and Aswasena, Citragu, Vegavan, Vrsa, 
Ama, Sanku, Vasu and the glorious Kunti were the sons of Nagnajiti. (13) Sruta, Kavi, 
Vrsa, Vira, Subahu, Bhadra, who fought the enemy single-handed, Santi, Darga, 
PUrnamasa and Somaka, the youngest, were born of Kalindi. (14) Praghosa, Gatravan, 
Simha, Bala, Prabala, Urdhvaga, Mahasakti, Saha, Oja and Aparajita were the sons of 
Laksmana (the daughter of the ruler of Madra). (15) Mitravinda's sons were Vrka, Harsa, 
Anila, Grdhra, Vardhana, Annada, MahaSa, Pavana, Vahni and Ksudhi. (16) Sangramajit, 
Brhatsena, Sura, Praharana, Arijit, Jaya, Subhadra, Vama, Ayu and Satyaka were born 
of Bhadra (Saibya). (17) Diptiman, Tamra, Tapta and others were the sons of Sri Krsna 
through Rohini (the first of the other sixteen thousand wives). And from the loins of 
Pradyumna appeared the mighty Aniruddha through Rukmavati, the daughter of Rukmi 
(Rukminr's brother), born while he was living in the city known by the name of Bhojakata, 
O king (Pariksit)! The mothers of Sri Krsna’s progeny numbered sixteen thousand and 
odd. (Hence) the sons and grandsons of (even) these (other) sons of Sri Krsna reached 
the figure of tens of million. O protector of men ! (18-19) 
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; The king (Pariksit) submitted : How did Rukmi, who had been worsted in battle by 
Sri Krsna and had (ever since) been awaiting an opportunity to kill Him, give away his 
daughter to his enemy's son? (Pray,) tell me this, O learned soul—the circumstances which 
brought about a mutual alliance through marriage between these two enemies. (20) Yogis 


clearly see the past, present and future, (nay, even) that which lies beyond the perception 
of the senses, that which is remote and that which is intercepted (by something else). (21) 
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Sri Suka replied : Pradyumna (who was Love incarnate himself) was elected by 
Rukmavati in a choice marriage. Having completely vanquished in battle—with none other to 
help him beyond the chariothe drove in—the kings assembled (there), he carried heraway.(22) 
Though constantly thinking of his hostility towards Sri Krsna, by whom he had been treated with 
contumely, yet seeking to oblige his sister (Rukmini, who had been instrumental in saving his 
life), Rukmi gave away his daughter to his sister's son. (23) Krtavarma's son, Ball, O king, 
married Rukmini's daughter, Carumati, a girl with large eyes; so it is said. (24) 
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Though nursing deep-rooted animosity towards Sri Krsna and knowing such union as 
contrary to (the principles of) piety, Rukmi (further) gave away his grand daughter, Rocana, 
to his daughter's son, Aniruddha, with intent to gratify his (own) sister (Rukmini), bound as 
he was by ties of affection (with her). (25) For that festive occasion, O king, Rukmini, 
Balarama and Sri Krsna, Samba, Pradyumna and others drove to the city of Bhojakata. (26) 
The aforesaid wedding being over, some haughty kings with the ruler of Kalinga (the modern 
Utkala) at their head strongly said to Rukmi, "Thoroughly vanquish Balarama in a game of 
dice. (27) Ignorant though he is of dice-playing, as a matter of fact, O king, great is his 
addiction to it." Thus advised, Rukmi invited Bala and played at dice with him. (28) In that 
game Balarama made a wager (successively) of one hundred, one thousand and ten 
thousand gold coins; Rukmi, however, won them all. Showing his teeth on that occasion, the 
ruler of Kalinga very loudly laughed at Balarama (the wielder of a plough), who (however) 
resented it. (29) Then Rukmi made a bet of one lakh and Balarama won this time. Resorting 
to cunningness, Rukmi (however) said, "| have won." (30) Like the sea on a full moon, 
Balarama (the glorious one) was (now) agitated with anger. His eyes, which were naturally 
red, began to glow with rage and he made a wager ofa hundred million gold coins.(31)According 
to the laws of gambling Balarama won that too. Taking recourse to deceit Rukmi (however) 
said, "| have won. Let these umpires arbitrate on this point." (32) A voice from the heavens 
thereupon declared that the bet was rightfully won by Balarama alone; Rukmiis surely telling 
a lie when he says with his tongue alone (and not from his heart) that he has won. (33) 
Ignoring that voice, Rukmi, who was instigated by wicked kings and prompted by his own 
death, spoke mockingly to Balarama (as follows):—(34) "Being keepers of cows roaming in 
woods, you do not know the game of dice. Kings (alone) play at dice and sport with arrows, 
not men like you." (35) Insulted thus by Rukmi and ridiculed by kings, Balarama flew into a 
rage and, lifting up an iron bar, killed him (even) in that festive assembly. (36) Quickly seizing 
the ruler of Kalinga, who had laughed at him with open teeth (and had now taken to his heels), 
(even) at the tenth step, Balarama smashed those teeth. (37) With their arms, thighs and 
heads broken, and bathed in blood, when struck with the iron bar by Balarama, other kings 
fledin terror. (38) For fear of estranging the goodwill of either Rukmini or Balarama, the Lord 
did not make any favourable or adverse comment on His brother-in-law, Rukmi, having been 
killed. (39) Having comfortably seated Aniruddha alongwith his newly-wedded wife in an 
excellent chariot, Balarama and the other Dagarhas, who looked upon Sri Krsna (the Slayer 
of Madhu) as their asylum, and who had all their objects accomplished; drove from Bhojakata 
to Dwaraka. (40) 


Thus ends the sixty-first discourse entitled “Rukmi killed (by Balarama) during the wedding of 
Aniruddha", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse LXIl 


Aniruddha made captive 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : Aniruddha, a (veritable) jewel among the Yadus, 
married Bana's daughter, Usa, and in that connection (1 am told) a great and terrible combat 
ensued between Sri Krsna and Lord Sankara. May you be pleased to tell me all this in detail, 
O great Yogi ! (1) 
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Sri Suka replied : Bana was the eldest of the hundred sons of the high-souled Bali, by 
whom the (entire) globe was given away to the Lord who appeared (before him) in the form 
of the divine Dwarf. (2) Sprung from his loins, Bana even took delight in devotion to Lord Siva. 
He was worthy of honour, liberal-minded, intelligent, true to his word and of firm resolve. (3) 
He in those days ruled over the beautiful city known by the name of Sonitapura. By the grace 
of Lord Siva the gods, though adorable (themselves), behaved towards him as servants. 
Endowed (as he was) with a thousand arms, he propitiated Lord Siva (the Delighter of all) 
by playing upon (various) musical instruments during the latter's Tandava dance. (4) The 
almighty Sankara, the Ruler of all created beings, who affords shelter to all and is (so) fond 
of His devotees, bade him ask (of Him) a boon of his choice. Banasura sought His (constant) 
presence as a guardian of his city. (5) 
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Touching His lotus-feet with his crown shining like the sun, Bana, intoxicated as he was 
with the pride of his prowess, spoke one day to the Lord of Kailasa, who was standing beside 
him, (as follows:—) (6) "I bow to You, the Preceptor and Ruler of all the worlds, the celestial 
tree which grants the desires of men whose longings have not been sated, O supreme 
Deity!(7) The thousand arms given by You (by way of a boon) have only proved a burden to 
me (so far); (for) in (all) the three worlds | do not find a well-matched rival other than You. (8) 
Eager to fight, | proceeded, O most ancient Person, against the elephants guarding the 
quarters, pounding the mountains (even as | marched) with my arms full of itching (for a 
combat); but they too took speedily to their heels in terror." (9) The Lord flew into a rage to 
hear that and said, "When your ensign is broken, your encounter will take place with one 
equal to Me; that will crush your pride, O foolish one !" (10) Thus spoken to, the fool with a 
perverted mind withdrew to his palace, full of joy, O king, awaiting the fulfilment of the augury 
of Lord Siva (the Lord of Kail&sa), even though it was expected to deal a crushing blow to 
his power. (11) 
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Even as a virgin, his daughter, Usa by name, enjoyed in a dream sexual delight with the 
lovely son of Pradyumna (viz., Aniruddha), who had (however) neither been seen nor heard 
of (by her) before. (12) Not finding him there (on opening her eyes), she got up in a state of 
excitement saying, "Where are you, my darling !" in the midst of her girl companions, and felt 
greatly abashed. (13) Kunibhanda was the minister of Bana and Citralekha, his daughter. 
Full of curiosity she, a (constant) companion of Usa, questioned her friend (thus):—(14) O 
princess of charming eyebrows ! whom are you looking for and what is the nature of your 
longing ? | do not find till today anyone who has espoused you. (15) 


5 


BHATT 
qe: ait: Sa yam: Suecre: | dias «= Gegegifeat «= waaA: 1281 
we Wa srt wafers ay! eft ora: ead feen ai ghrreia ie! 


Usa replied : In my dream was seen a certain youngman of dark-brown hue, with long 
arms and lotus-like eyes, clad in yellow and captivating the heart of women. (16) | am in quest 
of that darling, who having allowed me to drink the honey of his lips, has gone to some 
unknown destination, plunging me, though thirsting (yet), into an ocean of misery. (17) 
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Citralekha said : "I shall bring the youth who has stolen your heart, ifhe is traced (by you) 
in the three worlds (the elite of which are going to be depicted by me), and dispel your agony 
(thereby). Point him out." (18) Having said so, she drew faithful sketches of gods, 
Gandharvas (heavenly musicians), Siddhas (a class of superhuman beings endowed with 
mystic powers), Caranas (celestial bards), Nagas (aclass of superhuman beings—half men 
and half serpents), Daityas (demons), Vidyadharas (artistes of gods), Yaksas (a class of 
demigods) and human beings. (19) Among men she portrayed the Vrsnis, viz., Sura, 
Vasudeva, Balarama and Sri Krsna. Perceiving Pradyumna, Usa blushed. (20) Beholding 
Aniruddha portrayed with particular care, Usa cast down her face through shyness, O king, 
and smilingly exclaimed: "It is he, it is he !" (21) 
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Concluding him to be Sri Krsna's grandson, Citralekha, who possessed Yogic powers, 
journeyed, O king, through the air to Dwaraka protected by Sri Krsna (Himself). (22) 
Resorting to her Yogic powers, she bore away Aniruddha (son of Pradyumna), (who had 
been) lying asleep there on a beautiful bed, to Sonitapura and showed her friend the object 
of her love. (23) With her face lit up with joy to behold the loveliest of the lovely, she enjoyed 
life with him in her palace, which could not be easily peeped into by males. (24) Honoured 
with exquisite raiment, garlands, sandal-paste, incense, lights. seats etc. drinks, food and 
other edibles, as well as with (loving) words and (bodily) service, and remaining concealed 
in the maidens’ apartments, with his mind captivated by the said Usa—whose love (for 
him)was constantly increasing by leaps and bounds—Aniruddha had no idea of the number 
of days (that slipped away). (25-26) 
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While she was being thus (secretly) enjoyed by Aniruddha (the hero of Yadu's race) and 
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felt overjoyed, the eunuchs (in charge of the gynaeceum) noticed her, through marks that 
could hardly be concealed, as having been deprived of her virginhood. They reported (to 
Bana as follows):—"O king, we notice the conduct of your virgin daughter to be such as is 
apt to cast a stain on your family. (27-28) We are unable to make out how came about the 
defloration of your daughter, who is constantly guarded by usin her house and could not (as 
such) be easily perceived by men."(29) 
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Sore distressed to hear (the news) of his daughter's pollution, Bana hastened thence to 
the maidens’ apartments and noticed there Aniruddha (a jewel among the Yadus). (30) 
Banasura was taken aback to behold Aniruddha, sprung from the loins of Pradyumna (who 
was no other than Love incarnate), (and therefore) exceptionally charming in all the (three) 
worlds—dark-brown of hue, clad in yellow, having lotus-like eyes and long arms, a face lit 
up with the lustre of his ear-rings and (curly) locks as well as with his smiling glances, playing 
at dice with his darling—who was decked with festal ornaments all over her body—and 
seated in front of her, and wearing between his arms a wreath of jasmine flowers peculiar 
to the vernal season, tinged with the saffron painted on her breasts, during his bodily contact 
with her. (31-32) Perceiving Banasura to have entered the room, surrounded by a 
detachment of armed soldiers, Aniruddha (a scion of Madhu) stood firmly taking up (in his 
hand) a steel bludgeon with intent to make short work of them (all) like Yama (the god of 
death) wielding his rod (of punishment). (33) Like the leader of a pack of boars killing (an army 
of) dogs, he made short work of the warriors even as they rushed on all sides with intent to 
seize him. Being struck by him, they issued out of the mansion and ran helter-skelter with 
their heads, thighs and arms smashed. (34) The powerful Banasura (the son of Bali) got 
enraged and bound Aniruddha with the cords of serpents, while he was (busy) exterminating 
his army, so the tradition goes. Overwhelmed with grief and despondency to hear of his 
bondage, Usa loudly wailed with tear-drops in her eyes. (35) 


Thus ends the sixty-second discourse entitled "Aniruddha taken captive," in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXIll 
Aniruddha brought back (to Dwaraka) 
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Sri Suka began again : On this side the four rainy months slipped by the relations (Sri 
Krsna and others) of Aniruddha, who (sorely) missed him and had been sorrowing for him 
(all the time), O scion of Bharata ! (1) Hearing from Narada the (whole) story as to how he 
had been taken prisoner as well as of his doings (viz., how he had disposed of a whole 
contingent of Banasura's army), the Vrsnis, who looked upon Sri Krsna as a deity, 
proceeded to Sonitapura. (2) Accompanied by (an army consisting of) twelve Aksauhinis 
and united under the command of Balarama and Sri Krsna, Pradyumna, Satyaki, Gada, 
Samba and Sarana, as well as the (other) jewels among the Yadus—Nanda, Upananda, 
Bhadra and others—closely besieged the capital of Bana from every side. (3-4) Beholding 
the city with its urban gardens, fortifications, towers and gates being shattered, Bana, full 
of rage, sallied forth to meet them with an equally strong army. (5) Surrounded by (His 
followers known by the name of) Pramathas, including His son (Lord Kartikeya), and riding 
on His bull, Nandi, Lord Rudra (too) fought with Balarama and Sri Krsna for the sake (on the 
side) of Bana. (6) A most tumultuous and astounding encounter took place between Sri 
Krsna and Lord Sankara—an encounter which made one's hair stand on end; and another 
between Pradyumna and Kartikeya. (7) Another combat (similarly) raged between Balarama 
(on the one hand) and Kumbhanda and Kupakarna (on the other). A (similar) duel took place 
between Samba and Bana's son, and another between Bana and Satyaki. (8) Rulers of gods 
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headed by Brahma, ascetics, Siddhas and Caranas, Gandharvas, Apsaras and Yaksas 
came forth in their aerial cars to witness the conflict. (9) Sri Krsna (a scion of Sura) put to 
flight, with His sharp-pointed arrows discharged from the Sarnga bow, the followers of Lord 
Siva, viz., the Bhutas, Pramathas, Guhyakas (Yaksas), Dakinis and Yatudhanas, Vetalas 
and Vinayakas, Pretas, Matrkas and Pigacas, Kusmandas and Brahmaraksasas, (10-1 1) 
Lord Siva (the Wielder of the Pinaka bow) discharged various kinds of missiles at SriKrsna 
(the Wielder of the Sarnga bow); the latter (however) unconcernedly neutralized them all 
with counter-missiles. (12) Against Brahmastra He employed Brahmastra; against 
Vayavyastra He employed the Parvatastra; against the fiery missile He employed the 
Parjanyastra and against the Pasupatastra He employed His own (Narayanastra). (13) 
Then, stupefying with Jrmbhanastra Lord Sankara, who (forthwith) began to yawn, Sri 
Krsna (a scion of Siira) began to strike down the army of Banasura with His sword, mace 
and arrows. (14) Being beaten on all sides by the volleys of arrows discharged by 
Pradyumna, and emitting blood from every limb, Skanda escaped from the battle-field on 
the back of His peacock. (15) Struck by (Balarama's) pestle, Kumbhanda and Kipakarna 
also fell down. With their generals killed, Banasura's troops fled in all directions. (16) 
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Highly indignant to see his army being scattered, Bana, rushed towards Sri Krsna on the 
battle-field in a chariot, leaving Satyaki alone. (17) Drawing five hundred bows all at once, 
Banasura, who ran amuck on the battle-field, applied a pair of arrows to each. (18) Lord Sri 
Krsna (however) split all those bows at once and, striking down the charioteer and the horses 
as well as the chariot, blew His conch. (19) Bana's mother, Kotara by name, (now) stood 
naked with dishevelled hair before Sri Krsna with intent to save her son's life. (20) Making 
it a point not to look at the nude lady, Sri Krsna (the elder Brother of Gada) turned His face 
aside. Meanwhile Bana, who had been deprived of his chariot and had his bows broken, 
retreated into the city. (21) 
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On the host of Bhitas (genii) having been putto flight, the three-headed and three-legged 
Jwara (the spirit presiding over fever and despatched by Lord Siva, who had now recovered 
from His stupefaction) rushed towards Sti Krsna (a scion of Das&rha) as if burning the ten 
directions. (22) Beholding him, Sri Krsna (who was no other than Lord Narayana) sent forth 
His (own) Jwara and both the Jwaras, the one belonging to Lord Siva (the supreme Ruler of 
the universe) and the other belonging to Lord Visnu, began to grapple with each other. (23) 
Beaten with violence by the Jwara commanded by Lord Visnu and terrified not to find asylum 
anywhere else, the Jwara commanded by Lord Siva loudly screamed and, seeking shelter 
with Sri Krsna (the Ruler of the senses),glorified Him with joined palms (as follows). (24) 
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The Jwara said : | salute You, endowed (as You are) with infinite power, the Ruler (even) 
of the highest gods, the Soul of the universe, the one without a second, absolute 
Consciousness, the Cause of the appearance, subsistence and dissolution of the universe, 
comprising whatever there is, the most tranquil Brahma, who are (only) inferred (and not 
directly known) by the Vedas. (25) The Time-Spirit (which disturbs the equilibrium of the three 
Gunas), Destiny, Karma, Swabhava (the tendencies produced by the latter), the individual 
soul, the (five) subtle elements, the body, the vital breath, the ego, the evolutes (viz., the five 
gross elements and the eleven Indriyas), the subtle body (a combination of the aforesaid 
evolutes) and the process of mutual causation going on in a cycle between the Linga body 
and Karma as between a seed and the sprout—all this constitutes Your Maya (deluding 
potency). | take refuge in You, in whom the said Maya finds its negation. (26) Appearing in 
diverse forms, assumed by way of mere sport, You protect the gods and the pious, uphold 
the standards of morality that maintain the world order, and kill those who deviate from the 
path of virtue and live by violence. Your present descent (too) is intended to relieve the 
burden of the earth. (27) | stand scorched by Your radiance in the form of this fever, which 
is most terrible and hard to bear, and which, though mild (before), has grown (so) severe 
(now). Embodied beings undergo suffering only so long as they remain bound by desire and 
do not seek the soles of Your lotus-feet. (28) 
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The glorious Lord said : "| am pleased with you, O three-headed one ! Let your fear of 
My Jwara cease (now). There will be no more (cause of) fear from you to him who remembers 
this dialogue of ours." (29) Thus addressed (reassured) and bowing to Sri Krsna (the infallible 
Lord), the Jwara under the command of Lord Siva departed. Mounting a chariot in the 
meanwhile, Banasura returned (to the field of battle) to contend with Sri Krsna. (30) Highly 
enraged, the demon, who wielded various weapons in his thousand arms, then showered 
arrows on Sri Krsna (the Wielder of a discus), O protector of men ! (31) While he was (thus) 
discharging missiles again and again the Lord with His discus, keen-edged like a razor, cut 
off his arms like the boughs of a tree. (32) (Even) as the arms of Bana were being lopped off, 
Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), who took compassion on His devotee, approached 
Sri Krsna (the Wielder of a discus) and submitted to Him (as follows). (33) 
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Sri Rudra prayed : Indeed You are the supreme effulgence lying hidden in the Veda 
(which is no other than the Supreme revealed as the Word of God) and known as Brahma 
(the Infinite), that men of purified intellect realize as all-pervading (like the sky) and 
absolute.(34) The firmamentis Your navel; fire, Your mouth; water, Your generative fluid; the 
celestial region, Your head; the quarters, Your ears; the earth, Your feet; the moon, Your 
mind; the sun, Your eye; myself, Your ego; the ocean, Your belly; and Indra (and the other 
guardians of the sphere), Your arms. (35) Herbs and plants are the hairon Your body; clouds 
are Your (flowing) locks and Brahma (the creator) is Your intellect, Prajapati (the lord of 
creation) is Your organ of generation and Dharma (the god of virtue) is Your heart. Thus You 
are the Supreme Person with whom all the spheres are connected (as so many limbs). (36) 
O Lord of undiminished glory, You have taken this form for the vindication of virtue and 
advancement of the world. Endowed with power derived from You, we rule the seven regions 
(of the universe). (37) You are the one secondless, most ancient Person beyond the three 
states (brought about by Maya viz., the waking, dream anddreamless states), self-luminous, 
the Cause and Ruler (of all), Himself uncaused; yet, in order to reveal the diversities of the 
three Gunas, You appear through Your own Maya in divergent forms (such as those of gods, 
men, birds, beasts and various other beings). (38) Just as the sun gets concealed (in others’ 
eyes) by its own shadow (the clouds) and reveals the clouds as well as all other forms, even 
0, O Perfect One, self-luminous Yourself, You get as if covered by the Ego (which has its 
origin in You) and yet make the Gunas and all beings, who are qualified by the Gunas, shine 
(in Your light). (39) 
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(O Lord,) with their mind deluded by Your Maya people get attached to children, wife, 
house etc., and begin to sink and float in the ocean of misery. (40) He who, having obtained 
the human body (so graciously) granted by You, does not control his senses and worship 
Your feet, is no doubt pitiable creature who is deceiving himself. (41) O Lord, he who neglects 
You, the beloved Self, the Supreme Ruler, for the sake of sense-objects, which are just the 
reverse of You, (is a fool, who) swallows poison rejecting nectar. (42) Myself, Brahma (the 
creator) and the (other) gods and (all) sages of pure mind have taken refuge in You with our 
whole being, because You are our dearest soul and supreme Lord. (43) Youare responsible 
for the appearance, continuance and dissolution of the universe, alike to everyone, 
unperturbed, the beloved friend and deity, nay, the very Self of all. You are One without a 
second, the support of the worlds as also of the individual souls. O Lord, we adore You for 
release from the bondage of transmigration. (44) Lord, this Barasura is a beloved devotee 
of mine and is (much) liked by me; | have assured him of my protection. Therefore, (kindly) 
extend Your favour to him even as You did to (his great grandfather) Prahrada (the ruler of 


the Daityas). (45) 
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The glorious Lord replied : O Worshipful One, We shall do whatever You have said and 
that which is pleasing to You. | have fully approved of what You have decided (about 
him).(46) (I know that) Banasura is a grandson of Virocana (Prahrada's son). | cannot kill him 
inasmuch as a boon has been granted by Me to Prahrada that no one born in his line would 
be killed by Me. (47) His arms have been cut off by Me only to curb his pride, and his huge 
army has been exterminated simply because it was a burden on the earth. (48) Four arms 
are left to him; they will be proof against age or destruction. He will be the foremost among 
Your attendants. Though an Asura, he will henceforward have nothing to fear from any 
quarter. (49) 
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Obtaining this assurance of security, the said demon saluted Sri Krsna with his head 
(bent low) and duly brought Aniruddha back together with his bride (Usa), placing them on 
a chariot. (50) (Thereupon) with Bhagavan Sankara's congratulation Sri Krsna departed 
placing in the van Aniruddha and his wife—who were finely dressed and fully adorned with 
ornaments—and were followed by an army consisting of one Aksauhini. (51) Sri Krsna 
entered His capital—artistically decorated with flags and ornamental arches, with its streets 
and quadrangles sprinkled with water—and was met by the citizens, His (own) relations and 
Brahmanas, who came forth to receive Him with the sounding of conchs, drums and 
kettledrums. (52) 
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(Pariksit !) he who, rising from his bed in the morning, duly recalls the story of Sri Krsna's 
combat with Lord Sankara and His victory, will never meet with discomfiture. (53) 


Thus ends the sixty-third discourse entitled “ Aniruddha brought back (to Dwaraka),” 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Pariksit, on a certain day, Gada (Sri Krsna's younger brother), 
Pradyumna, Samba, Caru, Bhanu and other Yadava princes went to play in a garden. (1) 
Having sported there for a pretty long time they felt thirsty and went to a well in search of 
water. They found the well dry and noticed a strange animal (fallen) in it. (2) It was a 
chameleon as big as a rock. Their mind was struck with wonder at the sight. Moved with pity 
they tied it with thongs of leather and ropes of fibres and attempted to take it out of the well 
but could not. Full of curiosity they (went to Sri Krsna and) reported this incident to Him. (3-4) 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes, the almighty Creator and Protector of the universe 
(wentto the well), saw the animal andlifted it up with His left hand by way of play. (5) Touched 
by the hand of the glorious Lord, the animal forthwith cast off the form of a chameleon and 
was transformed into a celestial being adorned with wondrous jewels, clothes and garlands 
and possessed of a charming hue like that of molten gold. (6) Although He knew the cause 
of his obtaining the form of achameleon, yet in order to make the facts known to the people, 
StiKrsna (the Bestower of Liberation) asked that shining person, "O highly blessed one, who 
are you, possessed of this excellent form ? | surely reckon you to be a great god. (7) Through 
what Karma were you condemned to this state ? Surely you did not deserve it, O highly 
virtuous soul ! We are keen to know your history. If you consider it proper to inform Us about 
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it, please tell Us all about you." (8) 
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Sri Suka resumed : (Pariksit !) questioned in these polite words by Sri Krsna, who is 
possessed of infinite forms, King Nrga bowed to the Lord of Laksmi with his crown brilliant 
as the sun, and submitted (as follows). (9) 
TT SF 
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Nrga said : | am a ruler of men, Nrga by name, son of Ikswaku, O Lord! My name might 
have reached Your ears, if the names of donors were (ever) mentioned (to You). (10) O Lord, 
what is there unknown to You, the Witness of the mind of all beings ? Your vision remains 
uninterrupted by time, yet | shall narrate my story to You in obedience to Your command. (11) 
(Lord !) | gave away to Brahmanas as many cows as there are particles of sand on the earth, 
(nay,) as many as there are stars in the heavens and as many as rain-drops (falling on 
earth).(12) They were all milch-cows, young and good-natured, beautiful in form and of good 
breed, tawny in colour. | got them all with well-earned money. They had their calves with 
them. Their horns were plated with gold and their hoofs with silver. They were all decorated 
with silks, garlands and ornaments. (13) Adorning with clothes etc., the best of youthful 
Brahmanas, who were even-minded and possessed of noble qualities and character, who 
came of a family suffering from want and who were pledged to truth, noted for their austerities 
and generous in imparting the knowledge of the Vedas (to their students), | used to give those 
cows to them. (14) | also gave away a number of oxen, lands, gold, houses, horses, 
elephants, girls with maid-servants, (piles of) sesamum seeds, silver, beds, clothes, jewels, 
household articles and chariots. (Besides these) | performed (many) sacrifices and carried 
out several works of public utility. (15) 
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(On a certain day,) a cow belonging to a holy Brahmana (who never accepted any gift 
and was devoted to austerities) strayed and mingled with my cattle and, ignorant of the fact, 
| gave it away to some (other) Brahmana. (16) While it was being led away (by the latter), 
the real owner saw it and said to the Brahmana, " This is mine !" The Brahmana, who had 
received it as a gift from me, said, " This is mine; for King Nrga has given it to me." (17) Both 
the Brahmanas, bent on establishing their respective claims, brought their dispute to me. 
One of them said, " You gave it to me." The other said, "If this is a fact, you must have stolen 
the cow." | was confounded to hear what they said. (18) Placed on the horns of a dilemma, 
| tried to conciliate both (the Brahmanas) and said, "| shall give you one lakh of excellent 
cows; please give this over to me. (19) | am your devoted servant. May you be pleased to 
forgive this fault committed unwittingly by me and save me from this embarrassing situation, 
which will lead me to dirty hell." (20) The owner of the cowsaid, "O king! | willinno case accept 
the offer made by you," and (abruptly) went away. The other (Brahmana also) departed 
saying, " (In exchange for this you offer me a lakh of cows, but) | am not inclined to take even 
ten thousand other cows." (21) O God of gods, O Lord of the universe, in the meanwhile (on 
my death), | was taken by the messengers of Yama (the god of retribution) to his abode. 
There Yama inquired of me, "O king, would you first reap the consequences of your evil 
deeds, or enjoy the fruit of your meritorious acts ? | do not see any limit to the charities and 
other virtues practised by you nor to the glorious life that awaits you (as their result)." (22-23) 
| replied, "O shining one, | shall first reap the consequences of my evil deeds." (Instantane- 
ously) the god of Death said, " Fall (then)", and falling from there, O Lord, | found myself 
transformed into a chameleon. (24) O Krsna, a servant of the Brahmanas and liberal in my 
gifts, | was devoted to You and ever craved for a direct vision of You. It is therefore that my 
memory of the past has not been lost even today. (25) O Lord, You are the Supreme Self 
contemplated and realized in their pure heart by the masters of Yoga through the eye of the 
Upanisads. | therefore wonder how You, who are beyond sense-perception, came here 
directly within my sight, whose reason is blinded by the sufferings of various kinds; for You 
are visible to him alone whose release from the bondage of transmigration is near. (26) O 
God of gods, O Protector of cows, O Supreme Person, Ruler of the universe, O most glorious 
and infallible Lord, O undecaying One, O Narayana (the support of all Jivas), O Hrsikesa 
(prompter of the senses), O Krsna, (pray.) give me leave to go to my celestial abode. O Lord, 
wherever | may be, may my mind ever dwell in Your feet. (27-28) O Creator of all, O 
changeless One possessed of infinite energy (in the shape of Maya), hail to You. O Krsna, 
O Vasudeva (the support of all creatures), O Master of all Yogas, | bow (again and again) 
to You. (29) . 
saeet a uf wet ET Sater | saat feaeTeed TESA FUL 1301 
Saying so, the king went round the Lord, touched His feet with his head, and with the 
permission of the Lord mounted an excellent aerial car while all men stood looking on. (30) 
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(On the departure of King Nrga), Lord Sri Krsna, glorious son of Devaki, the Lover of 
Brahmanas and an embodiment of virtue, addressed His people (as follows) with a view to 
instructing those born of the Ksatriya class. (31) "The property of a Brahmana, even so little, 
when misappropriated, cannot be digested even by one who is as powerful as Fire, much 
less by a king who considers himself a ruler out of (false) conceit. (32) | do not consider the 
most deadly poison to be a poison; for it has an antidote. A Brahmana's property is the real 
poison; for (once it is misappropriated) there is no remedy for it in the world. (33) Poison kills 
him (alone) who swallows it; fire can be put out with water. (But) the fire produced by the Arani 
(a piece of wood used in kindling fire by attrition) of a Brahmana's property burns a whole 
family with its roots (the forbears). (34) The property ofaman made use of without permission 
brings ruin to three generations (viz., the man who uses it as well as his parents and sons); 
if, however, it is wilfully taken and enjoyed by force, it will bring disaster to ten generations 
before and ten generations after the enjoyer. (35) Foolish kings who, blinded by their royal 
fortune, covet and enjoy a Brahmana's property, which is terrible as hell, do not realize to 
what an abysmal depth they will have to fall. (36) Those despotic rulers who deprive liberal- 
minded Brahmanas, having a large family, of their property and means of livelihood, have 
to suffer with their descendants the tortures of the hell called Kumbhipaka (where the sinners 
are fried in boiled oil) for as many years as there are particles of earth moistened with their 
tears while they weep. (37-38) Nay, he who deprives a Brahmana of his livelihood whether 
given by himself or by another, lives as a worm born in the ordure for sixty thousand 
years. (39) (It is My desire that) the property ofa Brahmana should never find its way to My 
treasury; (for) men who (even) covet such property forfeit their longevity, suffer defeat at the 
hands of their enemies, lose their kingdom and are born as dreadful serpents (after 
death).(40) O My kinsmen, do no harm toa Brahmana even if he is guilty of an offence. Even 
ifhe assaults you or pours abuse on you, salute him daily (in return).(41) Just as | bow to them 
with vigilance three times a day, so too do you. Whosoever does otherwise will receive 
punishment from Me. (42) A Brahmana's property, if misappropriated, brings about without 
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fail the downfall of the man who does s0, just as the Brahmana's cow brought about the 
downfall of this king (Nrga), even though he was ignorant of the fact that he had misappro- 
priated. (43) Having thus exhorted the people of Dwaraka, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the purifier 
of all the worlds, retired to His palace. (44) 
Thus ends the sixty-fourth discourse, entitled " The story of Nrga," in the latter 
half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Discourse LXV 


Baladeva triumphantly diverts the river Yamuna from its course 
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Sri Suka began again : The blessed Lord Balarama, O jewel among the Kurus ! who 
eagerly longed to see all friends and relations (in Vraja), drove (on one occasion from 
Dwaraka) in his chariot to Gokula, ruled over by Nanda. (1) (On reaching there) He was 
embraced by the cowherds as well as by the cowherdesses (of Vraja), who had been long 
yearning (for His sight). Bowing to his (foster-) parents (mother Yasoda and Nanda), he was 
cheered with blessings and addressed as follows:—(2) "O Bala (a scion of Dasarha), You 
are the Lord of the universe; may You with Your younger Brother (Sri Krsna) protect us long!" 
(Then) placing him on their lap and embracing him, they bathed him with tears (of joy) from 
their eyes. (3) Bowing to the elderly among the Gopas with due ceremony, he was bowed 
to by the younger ones. He duly met (all) the Gopas according to their age, intimacy and 
relation to himself, cutting jokes with them, taking them by the hand and so on. When he had 
reposed himself and was comfortably seated, (all) the Gopas gathered round him. They had 
renounced all their worldly pleasures as well as the enjoyments of heaven, nay, Moksa (itself) 
for the sake of Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes. Inquired about their welfare, they made (similar) 
inquiries about the health of their kinsmen (the Yadus) in a voice choked with emotion (as 
follows:—)(4—6) "Balarama, are all our kith and kin (at Dwaraka) well ? You are now married 
and are blessed with children, O Rama ! Do you remember us (now and then) ? (7) By good 
luck the wicked Karsa has been killed and our kinsmen luckily redeemed (from his tyranny). 
Happily (enough) you have (either) killed or vanquished your enemies and taken shelter in 
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The Gopis felt (greatly) honoured by the sight at close quarters of Balarama and 
(approaching him,) smilingly asked him, " Is Sri Krsna, the beloved of the ladies of Mathura, 
happy ? (9) Does he (ever) remember his relations and friends, or (even) father and mother? 
Will he come here even once to see his mother ? Does Sri Krsna of long arms remember our 
constant devotion to him ? (10) For his sake, O Lord, we forsook our mother and father, 
brothers, husband, children, sisters and (all other) relations, so hard to renounce, O scion 
of Dasarha ! (11) Yet, O Powerful one, he left us, who were so beloved of him, ina moment, 
breaking asunder all ties of affection. (We could stop him if we would, but) how could women 
fail to put faith in his honeyed words ?" (12) (One Gopi said,) "How could the city women, who 
are shrewd (enough), believe the words of that fickle-minded and ungrateful soul ?" Another 
Gopi said, "Sri Krsna is a past-master in the art of conversation. His winsome smiles and 
(loving) glances must have kindled love in their breast and overpowered them. Hence they 
put faith in his words." (13) (A third Gopi said,) "O Gopis, whatis the use of talking about him? 
Take up some other topic for conversation. If he can spend his time without us, we should 
also be able to spend our time without him." (14) Thus talking (among themselves) and 
recalling Sri Krsna’s laughter, His talk, His winsome glances, (graceful) gait and loving 
embraces, the women wept (bitterly).(15) 
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Skilled in the various methods of conciliation, Lord Sankarsana pacified those Gopis with 
Sri Krsna's messages, which were most pleasing to their heart. (16) Balarama spent there 
the two months (of the vernal season, viz.,) Caitra and Vaisakha, entertaining the Gopis 
during the nights. (17) At that time a gentle wind wafted the fragrance of (the blooming) lilies, 
the gardens on the banks of the Yamuna were illumined by the rays of the full moon, and Sri 
Balarama sported in the midst of crowds of Gopis. (18)The celestial beverage called Varuni, 
sent by Varuna (the deity presiding over the waters), and flowing from the hollow of a tree, 
filled the whole forest with its smell. (19) Perceiving the smell of the stream of honey borne 
by the wind, Balarama went up to the tree and drank of it alongwith those women. (20) His 
exploits being sung by the Gopis (who surrounded Him), Balarama roamed aboutintoxicated 
through the woods with eyes swimming in intoxication. (21) Adorned with a wreath of flowers 
anda necklace called Vaijayanti, (nay,) with an ear-ring shining in one of His ears, and with 
His lotus-like face bright with smiles and decked with the dewy drops of sweat, the intoxicated 
Lord summoned the Yamuna to come near Him so as to enable Him to sport in her water. 
Taking Him to be intoxicated, the Yamuna (however) paid no heed to His command and did 
not come, whereupon Balarama got enraged, they say, and, dragging the river with the point 
of His plough, said, "O sinful one, since you have disobeyed Me anddonotcome eventhough 
called by Me, | shall make you taste the fruit of your waywardness. With the end of My plough, 
| shall split you into a hundred streams." (22—24) Thus threatened (by Balarama), the 
goddess presiding over the Yamuna fell on His feet and trembling with fear, said:— (25) "O 
Rama, the delighter of all, O long-armed one, | had forgotten Your strength, and was ignorant 
of Your transcendent glory. O Lord of the universe, (I now realize that) by a mere part 
manifestation (Sesa) of Yours, the whole universe is supported. O almighty Lord, O Soul of 
the universe, who are (so) fond of (Your) devotees, | take refuge in You; kindly (excuse me 
for my error and) give me freedom to flow." (26-27) 
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(Thus) entreated by her, the Lord Balarama thereupon released the Yamuna andentered 
its waters alongwith the Gopis even as a leader of elephants would enter a stream (to sport) 
with his mates. (28) When having sported to His heart's content, Sri Balarama rose from the 
waters (of the Yamuna) Kanti, (an embodiment of Laksmi) presented Him with two pieces 
of cloth of blue colour, valuable ornaments and a shining necklace (of gold). (29) Putting on 
the two pieces of cloth, wearing the necklace and artistically decked with other gold 
ornaments and painted with sandal-paste, He shone like Airavata (the white elephant of 
Indra, the lord of celestials). (30) Pariksit, even to this day the Yamuna is seen flowing 
through the course it took after being dragged by Balarama, as if proclaiming as a matter of 
fact the strength of Balarama (who is possessed of infinite prowess). (31) Charmed with the 
sweet qualities of the damsels of Vraja, Balarama lost all sense of time. In this way all the 
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nights of His enjoyment in Vraja passed as if they were (but) one night. (32) 


Thus ends the sixty-fifth discourse entitled “ Baladeva triumphantly diverts the course of the 
Yamuna," in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Pariksit, when Sri Balarama had gone to Nanda's Vraja, 
Paundraka, the ruler of Karisa, sent a messenger to Sri Krsna, saying, "| am Vasudeva"! 
Steeped as he was in ignorance, he was flattered by stupid people, who said, " You are the 
glorious Lord Vasudeva, protector of the universe, who have appeared on earth (for its 
protection)", and the fellow began to look upon himself as Vasudeva (the immortal Lord). (1-2) 
Just as a foolish boy set up by other boys as a king in sport would behave, so did the dull- 
witted fellow, unaware of the reality of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, whose ways are inscrutable, sent 
his messenger to Dwaraka. (3) The messenger came to Dwaraka and delivered (the 
following) message of his king to Lord Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes, who was seated in the 
council hall. (4) "| alone am Vasudeva, and there is no other. | have come down on earth to 
bless all beings with my grace. You have falsely assumed that name, which you should now 
give up. (5) O scion of Yadu, abandon all my marks that you have adopted through (sheer) 
folly and come to me for shelter, or you should give me battle."(6) 
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SriSuka continued: Hearing this bragging of the dull-witted Paundraka, King Ugrasena 
and (all) others who were presentin the assembly at that time loudly laughed. (7) When their 
jokes were over, the Lord replied through the messenger (as follows): “ O foolish one, | shall 
(no doubt) discharge My (discus and other) insignia on you and (all) those associates of 


yours, encouraged by whom you brag in this manner. (8) O fool, hiding those lips (with which 
you are bragging) you will (then) lie down dead on the ground, surrounded by buzzards, 
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vultures and other (carnivorous) birds, and (instead of giving shelter to Me,) you will serve 
as subsistence for dogs." (9) The messenger (returned) and conveyed the whole of this retort 
to his master. Sri Krsna too (for His part) mounted His chariot and invaded Kasi (for the ruler 
of Kartisa was then staying with his friend, the king of Kasi). (10) 
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Having received the news of Sri Krsna's invasion, Paundraka, the great car-warrior, 
hastily sallied forth from the city with (an army consisting of) two Aksauhinis; and his friend, 
the king of Kasi, followed him as a commander in the rear, O king, with (a subsidiary force 
of) three Aksauhinis. Paundraka could be (easily) distinguished by his conch, discus, 
sword and mace, the Sarnga bow and (the mark of) Srivatsa, bore a Kaustubha gem and 
was decked with a wreath of sylvan flowers. (11—13) He was clad in two pieces of yellow 
silk and bore the design of Garuda on his ensign, wore a priceless crown and brilliant 
crocodile-shaped ear-rings. (14) All this outfit was so artificial that he looked like an actor 
on the stage. Finding Paundraka closely imitating Him in dress, Lord Sri Krsna heartily 
laughed. (15) (Now) the enemies assailed Sri Krsna with their pikes, maces, iron clubs, 
lances, spears, darts, bludgeons, swords, Patti$as and arrows. (16) Like the fire raging at 
the time of universal destruction, which destroys all creatures severally, Sri Krsna utterly 
crushed with His mace, sword, discus and shafts that (joint) army of Paundraka and the 
king of Kasi, consisting (as it did) of elephants, chariots, horses and footmen. (17) The 
(whole) field was strewn with chariots and (dead bodies of) horses, elephants, men, 
donkeys and camels— cut to pieces by the discus of Sri Krsna—and looked as fearful as 


the place where Sankara carries on His deadly dance of destruction (at the end of a Kalpa). 
Its sight afforded delight to the brave. (18) 
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Now Sri Krsna addressed Paundraka, (as follows) :" Hullo Paundraka, you asked Me 
through the mouth of your messenger to give up the weapons (I carry on My person). | shall 


accordingly discharge them on you. (19) I shall compel you to give up My name, which has 
been falsely assumed by you, O ignorant one. You asked Me to take refuge in you. | would 
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do so today, if | avoided a clash with you.” (20) Reproaching him thus, Sri Krsna 
shattered the chariot of Paundraka with His sharp arrows and lopped off his head with 
His discus, (even) as Indra would knock down wings of a mountain with his thunderbolt. (21) 
Sti Krsna likewise severed the head of the king of Kasi from his body with His arrows 
and caused it to (fly and) fall into the city of Kasi even as the wind would carry away 
a lotus-bud. (22) Thus putting an end to (both) Paundraka and his ally (the king of Kasi), 
who had been nursing enmity towards Him, Lord Sri Krsna returned to Dwaraka, the 
Siddhas singing His stories, sweet as nectar. (23) Pariksit, Paundraka ever used to 
think intensely of the Lord. All the ties of his Karma were cut asunder by this; and as 
he (constantly) remembered the Lord’s Form, when imitating Him, he attained the same 
Form as His (after death). (24) 
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Seeing a human head with ear-rings lying at the entrance of the palace (in Kasi), the 
people wondered whose head it was, and how it came. (25) Recognizing (at last) that it 
was the head of their king (the ruler of Kasi), the queens, sons and relations of the king 
and the citizens wailed loudly saying, “O lord, O master, O king, alas, we are (all) 
undone.” (26) The king's son, Sudaksina, performed the funeral rites to his father and 
resolved in his mind that he would repay the debt to his father by killing his slayer. With 
the help of his priest Sudaksina began to worship Sankara with the utmost concentration. (27-28) 
Pleased with his worship at Kasi, Lord Sankara offered him a boon. Sudaksina replied, “ 
Lord, (if You are pleased with me) tell me by what means | can kill the slayer 
of my father. That is the only boon | seek from You.” (29) Sankara said, “ With the 
help of Brahmanas worship the sacred fire called Daksinagni, according to the Abhicara 
method (employed for malevolent purposes). That fire, accompanied by Pramathas 
(the attendants of Sankara) will accomplish your purpose (even) as a priest appointed 
to carry out one’s wishes. It will, however, be powerless against one who is devoted 
to Brahmanas.” Thus commanded (by Lord Sankara), Sudaksina did as he was bid, 
observing strict discipline and directing the Abhicara force against Sri Krsna. (30-31) As 
soon as the Abhicara was over, the god of fire emerged in person from the sacrificial pit, 
assuming a very terrible form. His locks, moustaches and beard looked red like heated 
copper; his eyes emitted sparks of fire. (32) His (large and protruding) teeth and threatening 
eyebrows gave him a stern appearance; he was licking the corners of his mouth 
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with his tongue; his naked body threw out flames of fire. Flourishing a trident (in his hand), 
he strode the earth with legs as tall as a palm tree. Making the earth tremble under his feet 
and burning the cardinal points, he rushed towards Dwaraka, followed by spectress. (33-34) 
At the sight of that Abhicara fire rushing towards them, the people of Dwaraka were all 
frightened, even as the deer get frightened at the sight of a forest conflagration. (35) They 
ran in consternation to the Lord, who was playing at dice in His court, and said, " O Ruler of 
the three worlds, protect us, O protect us, from the fire that is about to consume the city." (36) 
Hearing of this distress of His people, and seeing (the cause of) their fear, Sri Krsna (the 
protector of His devotees) laughed loudly and heartily and said, "Do not be afraid, | shall 
protect you (from this danger)." (37) 
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Lord SriKrsnais a witness of all that happens within and without all creatures. He atonce 
came to know that it was the Krtya (a malevolent force) of Lord Siva (released from Kasi). 
He commanded His discus (Sudargana), that stood by His side, to nullify the Krtya. (38) 
Brilliant like millions of suns, and flaming forth like the fire of universal destruction, the discus 
Sudargana, the (favourite) missile of the Lord, lighted up heaven and earth as well as the 
intervening region and the (four) quarters with its lustre and forthwith subduéd the Abhicara 
fire. (39) Repulsed by the force of Sri Krsna's weapon, the magic fire known by the name of 
Krtya had its force blunted and, turning back, returned to Kasi and burnt up Sudaksina and 
his priests, by whom it had been released.(40) Following the Krtya, Sudargana, the discus 
of Sri Krsna, entered Kasi and, reducing the whole city to ashes alongwith its high towers, 
assembly halls, houses, market-places, big gates, attics, granaries, treasuries, the stalls for 
elephants, horses and chariots and dining halls, returned to Dwaraka and stood once more 
by the side of Sri Krsna, who did everything as a matter of sport. (41-42) 
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The man who hears attentively, or relates, the story of this exploit of the glorious Lord (Sri 
Krsna) is completely rid of all sins. (43) 


Thus ends the sixty-sixth discourse entitled “ Paundraka and others killed (by Sri Krsna)’, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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King Pariksit submitted : Lord Balarama is possessed of infinite glory; His Form and 
virtues are unfathomable, His deeds are wonderful. | long to hear more of Him—what other 
feats He performed. (1) a 
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Sri Suka replied : There was a certain monkey, Dwivida by name. He was a friend of 
Naraka, a counsellor of Sugriva and the powerful brother of Mainda. (2) He made havoc of 
the country by setting fire to and burning towns, villages, mines and cowherds' stations with 
a view to clearing his debt to his friend (by wreaking vengeance on his enemy). (3) 
Sometimes he pulled out hills and smashed with them whole territories, especially the 
territory of Anarta, where lived Sri Krsna, the Slayer of his friend.(4) Possessing (as he did) 
the strength of ten thousand elephants, the monkey now and then took his stand in mid- 
ocean and splashed such a volume of water with his hands as to submerge the territories 
adjoining the shore. (5) The villain used to knock down trees in the hermitages of greatsages 
and profaned their sacrificial fires with his excrement and urine. (6) Justas a wasp imprisons 
the larva, even so the power-intoxicated monkey threw men and women into the valleys and 
caves of mountains and blocked their mouths with (huge) rocks. (7) Thus he made havoc of 
the entire land, and (whatis more) defiled even high- born women. (On acertain day,) hearing 
very sweet music, he went to the Raivataka hill. (8) 
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There he saw Balarama, the protector of the Yadus, most charming in every limb and 
decked with a garland of lotuses, standing in the midst of abevy of young girls. (9) Drunk with 
Varuni, He was singing (beautifully) with eyes swimming in intoxication and with His glowing 
body looked like an elephant in rut. (10) Climbing up branches of trees the wicked monkey 
shook the trees and in order to attract notice loudly chattered.(11 ) Observing the impudence 
onthe part of that monkey, the young girls, who were fond of fun and sportive by nature, loudly 
laughed. Being under the protection of Sri Balarama, they had no fear. (12) Under the very 
eyes of Balarama the monkey began to insult the girls by twisting his eyebrows, making wry 
faces and showing them his hind part. (13) Full of rage, Balarama, the foremost of warriors, 
hit him with a slab of stone; the crafty monkey (however) evaded it and (hastily coming down 
the tree) took up the pot of Varuni and defied Balarama by grinning at him and provoking him 
(thereby). The wicked monkey then smashed the pot of Varuni, tore the clothes of the women 
and caused (infinite) annoyance to Sri Balarama and, puffed up with pride, showed 
disrespect to Him. Observing such defiant attitude of his and remembering how he made 
havoc of the country, Balarama got enragedand took up (His weapons) the pestle and plough 
with intent to kill him. Dwivida also, being very powertul, lifted up a sal tree with one hand and 
rushing with (great) vehemence, hit Balarama with it on His head. The mighty Balarama, 
however, remained immovable like a rock and, holding up with one hand the tree even as 
it came flying towards his head, struck the monkey with His pestle called Sunanda. With his 
brain crushed by the pestle and covered with a stream of blood, Dwivida shone like a 
mountain covered with a solution of red chalk. But, unmindful of the stroke, he in extreme 
rage pulled out yet another tree and, removing all its leaves, hit Balarama with it violently. 
Balarama split the tree into a hundred pieces. The monkey struck Balarama with another in 
great rage; but the latter split that too into a hundred pieces. (14—21) Thus he fought on. 
Each time a tree was smashed (by Balarama), the monkey pulled out another. (Thus) 
uprooting the trees (one by one) he denuded the forest of its trees on all sides. (22) The 
enraged monkey thereupon began to rain slabs of stone on Balarama; but these also the 
latter, as a matter of sport, reduced to powder with His pestle. (23) (Finally) clenching his 
arms, which were as longas apalm tree, the great monkey went up to Balarama and struck 
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Him on the chest with both his fists. (24) (Thereupon) the Lord of the Yadus set aside His 
pestle and plough and, full of rage, hit him with both His hands on the collar-bone, and the 
latter fell down (dead) vomiting blood. (25) Pariksit, like a ship rocking in water through the 
action of wind, the (whole) mountain with its peaks and trees shook as the monkey fell. (26) 
In the heavens the gods raised shouts of victory, the Siddhas uttered greetings and great 
sages loudly said, ‘Well done, Well done!’ and they all showered flowers on Balarama. (27) 
Having thus put an end to Dwivida, who had been desolating the land, Lord Balarama 
returned to Dwaraka (His own city) amidst the praises and acclamations of the people. (28) 


Thus ends the sixty-seventh discourse entitled "Dwivida killed (by Balarama)," in the latter 
half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Pariksit ! Samba, son of Jambavati, was (a great warrior, who 
was) always victorious in battle. He carried away Laksmana, Duryodhana's daughter, from 
an assembly (of kings) called for the choice of her partner by the princess herself. (1) The 
Kauravas were enraged at this. They said, " Setting us at naught, this unruly boy has forcibly 
taken away the girl, who did not even seek his hand. (2) Imprison the wayward boy. What 
would the Yadavas do, who rule the land conferred on them by us and which has been thriving 
through our grace. (3) If, on hearing of the captivity of the boy, the Vrsnis (venture to) come 
here, they will find their pride curbed and will be silenced in the same way as the senses 
thoroughly controlled (through Pranayama and other means) are easily tamed." (4) Resolving 
thus, Karna, Sala, Bhirigrava, Yajfiaketu, and Duryodhana proceeded to capture Samba 
with the approval of the elderly among the Kurus. (5) 
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Seeing the sons of Dhrtarastra (closely) pursuing him, Samba, a great car-warrior, took 
up a fine bow and singly stood defiant like a lion. (6) In their eagerness to capture him, the 
Kaurava warriors advanced in great rage under the leadership of Karna, shouting ‘Stop, 
stop’, and approaching him, covered him up with (a shower of) arrows. (7) Pariksit, though 
yet a boy, Samba was a son of the incomprehensible Lord (Sri Krsna). Unjustly attacked by 
the Kurus, he resented it like a lion attacked by the smaller animals. (8) Twanging his splendid 
bow, he individually hit the six Kuru heroes—advancing against him in their chariots—with 
six arrows each at one and the same time. (9) With four arrows he hit the four horses (drawing 
the chariot of each warrior) and with one arrow each he hit the driver as well as the warrior 
himself. The enemies, who were (each) armed with a large bow, admired this exploit of 
Samba. (10) (All) the (six) Kuru warriors then (attacked him simultaneously and) deprived 
him of his chariot. Four of them killed his four horses, one in his turn killed his charioteer and 
the remaining one tore off his bow. (11) (Thus) depriving him of his chariot in the battle, the 


* Kurus bound Samba with difficulty and returned triumphantly to their city,carrying him and 
.. Duryodhana's daughter, Laksmana (with them). (12) 
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Pariksit, hearing of this from the lips of the (celestial) sage Narada, the Yadus felt greatly 
enraged and began their preparations, as directed by (their chief) Ugrasena, to march 
against the Kauravas. (13) Balarama, the Destroyer of the impurities of the Kali age did not 
however approve of a quarrel between the Kurus and the Yadus. Although the Yadava 
heroes had completed their preparations (for the fight). He pacified them and drove to 
Hastinapura in a chariot brilliant like the sun, accompanied by a number of Brahmanas and 
some elders of the Yadu race, like the moon in the midst of planets. (14-15) Reaching 
Hastinapura, Balarama stopped ina garden outside the city and sent Uddhava to Dhrtarastra 
with intent to ascertain the intention of the Kauravas. (16) 
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(Reaching the Kaurava court,) Uddhava duly saluted Dhrtarastra, Bhisma, Drona, 
Bahlika (Bhisma’s uncle) and Duryodhana and informed them of Balarama's arrival. (17) The 
Kauravas were greatly delighted to hear of the arrival of Balarama, their best friend, and, 
treating Uddhava with honour, all went forth to receive Balarama, taking festal presents in 
their hands. (18) They received Balarama with due honours and offered Him Arghya (water 
for washing His hands with) and a cow; and such of them as knew His greatness saluted Him 
with their heads (bent low). (19) When both parties had inquired after each other's welfare 
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and health and learnt that their mutual friends and relations were doing well, Balarama 
forthwith spoke these fearless words: (20) "Hear with an attentive mind what the king of kings, 
the mighty Ugrasena, has enjoined you to do and carry it out without delay. (21) He says: " 
| hear that many of you combined by unrighteous means to overpower Samba who fought 
single-handed respecting the laws of war, and that you have taken him prisoner. | have, 
however, tolerated this with intent to maintain harmony among-friends and relations. 
(Therefore, do not extend the quarrel, release Samba from captivity and allow him to come 
to us with his newly wedded wife.)" (22) 
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Pariksit, enraged to hear these haughty words of Baladeva, inspired as they were with 
a sense of virility, strength and gallantry and (quite) becoming of His own power, the 
Kauravas replied (as follows): (23) "Oh, what a great wonder it is that by force of Time, so 
hard to overcome, the shoe actually aspires to mount the head, which is occupied by the 
crown. (24) Bound by conjugal ties and allowed to share our bed, seat and food, and favoured 
with a royal throne by us, the Yadavas were exalted to a position of equally with us. (25) They 
enjoy the use of a chowrie, fan, conch, white umbrella, crown, a royal seat and bed through 
our sufferance. (26) They should no longer be allowed to retain these royal insignia, which 
are proving adverse to the giver even as milk offered to a serpent. Elevated (in rank) through 
our grace, they have now shamelessly begun to command us. What a pity ! (27) Justas a 
ram dare not seize the prey of a lion, how could even Indra (the celestial king) enjoy what 
is not offered to him by Bhisma, Drona, Arjuna and other Kuru chiefs 2"(28) 
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Sri Suka continued : Pariksit, their pedigree, the strength of their kinsmen (Bhisma, 
Arjuna and others) and fortune had served to swell their pride. They cast even ordinary 
courtesy to the winds and, uttering such harsh words within the hearing of Balarama, 
returned to their city.(29) The infallible Balarama observed their discourtesy and heard their 
reproaches. Overwhelmed with indignation, and looking (quite) terrific, He burst into 
convulsions and said:—(30) “Certainly these wicked souls are not in favour of conciliation, 
elated as they are with pride of various kinds. Chastisement is undoubtedly the best means 
of softening such people, just as a staffis necessary to tame the beast. (31) Oh! having slowly 
pacified the Yadus, who were terribly excited, as well as Sri Krsna, who was full of rage, | 
came here seeking to conciliate them. (32) Butthese slow-witted and wicked fellows are bent 
on strife. (Hence) these proud people treated Me, though | was so inclined, scornfully and 
showered abuses on Me. (33) Indeed Ugrasena, whose behests are carried out even by 
Iridra and the other guardians of the world, is no suzerain lord but a mere ruler of the Bhojas, 
Vrsnis and Andhakas. (34) Sri Krsna, who occupies the Sudharma hall and brought the 
celestial tree, viz., Parijata (from heaven) and enjoys it surely does not deserve the royal 
throne ! (35) Sri Krsna, whose feet are adored by Laksmi Herself, the mistress of the world, 
is certainly not entitled to bear the royal insignia ! (36) He, the dust of whose lotus -feet lends 
sanctity (even) to the sacred waters, which are resorted to by holy men,and is borne on their 
crowned heads not only by all the guardians of the world (the deities presiding over the 
various spheres of the universe), but even so by Brahma and Rudra, (Goddess) Laksmi and 
Myself, who are mere fractions of His fractions, is unworthy of a royal seat ! (37) Indeed, the 
Yadus rule over a territory bestowed on them by the Kurus | We are ideed shoes, while the 
Kurus represent the head ! (38) Howis it possible for one, who is capable of dealing (proper) 
punishment to them, to put up with the harsh and incoherent words of these proud men who 
are intoxicated with power and are raving like madmen ? (39) | shall rid the earth of the Kurus 
today." With these words Balarama took up (His weapon) the plough, and got up enraged, 
as if He would burn (all) the three worlds. (40) With the point of His plough He lifted up the 
(whole) city of Hastinapura and began to drag it angrily with a view to throwing it into the 
Ganga. (41) 
aeaRarpl meat at oad | SRTOTTeas ala SITET: 142 | 
waa a wy: Baga favifasa: | wwe Gepa are Wes: SYA ISR | 
wa wafer sad 4 fae Figen 3: Sas aqreeiswer iss 
faerie Bq: | tea lerenrtier soteet SEPT fe yu! 
wig ogden sie oyaoes faatt age 
aa aoa: wie seis: aeofeda: ofr: ive! 
aoeshantend a gaa a ae i fava wa ae Pefroreaa: ive! 
sas 0 wage Beene | fase aoe Sl a BOT Ta: 1s! 
Being dragged (into water), Hastinapura began to shake like a boat. When the Kauravas 
observed that it was falling into the Ganga, they were seized with consternation. (42) Anxious 
to save their lives, they placed Samba and Laksmana at their head and, taking their families 
with them, sought the almighty Balarama Himself with joined palms for protection. (43) They 
said, "O Rama, the Delighter of all, You are (no other than) Sesa (the support of the world). 
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We did not know Your greatness. Be pleased (therefore) to forgive us our transgression, 
foolish and evil-minded as we are. (44) You are the sole Cause of creation, continuance and 
destruction (of the universe), (the substratum of all, though) resting on nothing but Your own 
being. Indeed, O Lord, sages speak of the three worlds as Your toys and Yourself as the 
Player. (45) O Lord of infinite strength, possessed of a thousand heads ! You alone bear (the 
weight of) the terrestrial globe on one of Your heads, without any effort, and at the time of 
final dissolution with draw the universe into Yourself and lie (on the causal waters) as the only 
remaining substance (Narayana) without a second. (46) Lord, You have assumed this Form 
consisting of pure Sattva (goodness). Your anger is not prompted by hatred or malice but is 
intended only to teach all and is directed towards the maintenance of the world order. (47) 
Hail to You, O Inner Controller of all created beings, O omnipotent and immutable Maker 
of the universe ! We have sought You as our Protector. Salutation be to You (again and 


again)." (48) 
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Sri Suka went on :Propitiated thus by the Kurus, who had got alarmed to find their city 
shaking and sought protection with Him, Balarama felt much pleased and promised them 
protection asking them to shed their fear. (49) Duryodhana was (very) fond of his daughter 
(Laksmana). He gave away as a wedding present twelve hundred (young) elephants, each 
sixty years of age, ten thousand horses, six thousand gold chariots glowing like the sun, and 
a thousand maid-servants adorned with a gold necklace. (50-51) Accepting for His part all 
those presents, and acclaimed by his friends and relations, Lord Balarama, the foremost of 
the Yadus, departed with Samba and his bride. (52) Returning to His city (Dwaraka), 
Balarama met (all) His devoted friends and relations and in the open court told the Yadava 
chiefs everything, viz., how he had dealt with the Kurus. (53) Even to this day Hastinapura 
appears fairly elevated towards the south and sloping down towards the Ganga, (thereby) 
testifying to this (supreme) exploit of Balarama. (54) 


Thus ends the sixty-eighth discourse entitled “ The Triumph of Sankarsana in the form of 
dragging Hastinapura", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-samnhita. 
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A Glimpse into the household life of Sri Krsna 
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Sri Suka began again : Having heard that the demon Naraka had been killed and that 
Sti Krsna had singly married numerous girls, the sage Narada felt eager to see how the Lord 
lived with them (all). (1) He said to himself, "Oh, how wonderful it was thatthe one Lord should 
with one personality marry sixteen thousand wives in separate houses all at once. (2) Thus 
full of curiosity and eager to see (this sport of) the Lord (with his own eyes), the divine sage 
came to Dwaraka, which was adorned with parks and gardens in full blossom and resounded 
with the warbling of birds and the humming of bees. (3) It was rendered noisy with the loud 
crackle of swans and cranes residing in ponds spread over with full-blown lotuses and lilies 
of various colours. (4) It was studded with nine lakhs of mansions built of crystal and silver, 
inlaid with shining emeralds and furnished with articles of gold and precious stones. (5) It 
looked charming with its well-defined roads and other thoroughfares, quadrangles and 
market-places, sheds for animals, temples and guild halls. Its roads, courtyards, lanes and 
thresholds of houses were (daily) sprinkled with water. The everflying flags and pennons 
warded off sunshine. (6) 
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In that city there was the (most) splendid (richly furnished) row of palaces of Lord Sri 
Krsna, admired by all the guardians of the world, in the construction of which Viswakarma 
(the celestial architect) had exhibited all his (architectural) skill. (7) The rowwas adorned with 
sixteen thousand (beautiful) mansions of Sri Krsna's consorts. Narada (at random) entered 
a big palace out of these. (8) Supported on columns of coral, on excellent slabs of Vaidurya 
(the cat's eye gem) and walls of sapphire, it was provided with a floor-whose lustre never 


, [565] B.M. Part Il-—42 


410 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 69 


Piet e ee ee PEeHAEHEAEAREREA AH ER AHR HREHSS SELAH HH ESS HR EHHS SHAH HHS RARER RS REE ER SRE EEE 


faded-paved with the same precious stone. (9) It was (further) furnished with canopies 
made by ViSwakarma (himself), from which strings of pearls were hanging, as well as 
with seats and beds made of ivory and inlaid with excellent gems. (10) It was attended 
by maid-servants adorned with gold necklaces, and dressed in fine clothes, and man- 
servants wearing coats, turbans, fine clothes and jewelled ear-rings. (11) Dear Pariksit, 
the darkness in the palace was dispelled by lustre of jewels serving as lights. Seeing 
fumes of burning aloe-wood issuing out of the air-holes, the peacocks on its picturesque 
eaves screamed and danced under the impression that clouds were up. (12) Narada 
saw Sri Krsna (the Lord of Yadus) seated there together with the mistress of the house 
(Rukmini), who was (herself) fanning the Lord with a chowrie provided with a gold 
handle, although she was constantly waited upon by thousands of maid-servants, who 
were equal to her in virtue, beauty, age and neat dress. (13) 
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Discerning the Devarsi, the almighty Lord (Sri Krsna), the foremost among the 
supporters of virtue, immediately rose from the bed of Sri (Rukmini) and, bowing low with 
His head, adorned with a crown, at the feet of the sage with joined palms, installed him 
on His own seat.(14) (Pariksit,) Sri Krsna is the supreme Teacher of the world; having 
washed His feet the Ganga has become capable of purifying all. The Protector of holy 
men, He has earned the appropriate title of Brahmanya Deva by virtue of His (singular) 
devotion to the Brahmanas. The Lord (therefore) washed the feet of the Devarsi and 
bore that water on His head. (15) (Thereafter) the Lord, who was (no other than) the 
most ancient sage Narayana, the (eternal) companion of Nara, duly worshipped the 
celestial sage according to the prescribed rules (of worship) and, addressing him in 
measured words sweet as nectar, humbly said, “ (Pray, tell Me,) My lord, what service 
we may render your holy self.” (16) 
ING SAT 
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Narada replied : O almighty Lord of the universe, it is no wonder that You love 

all Your devotees and chastise the wicked. O glorious Lord, You have come down 
to earth of Your own accord for the supreme welfare of all as well as for the sake 
of maintaining and protecting the world. We know this full well. (17) (What a great 
fortune that) | have been enabled to day to enjoy the sight of Your (blessed) feet, 
which bring to mankind supreme peace and deliverance, which are ever contemplated 
at heart by Brahma and others possessed of infinite wisdom—the feet which are 
(as a matter of fact) like a rope with the help of which men fallen in the deep well 
of worldly life may rise above it. (Kindly) bless me that (wherever | may be) their 
thought may (ever) haunt me and | may go about contemplating on them. (18) 
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Dear Pariksit, then in order to ascertain the power of Yogamaya (divine glory) of the Lord 
of all masters of Yoga Narada entered the mansion of another consort of Sri Krsna. (19) 
(There) he saw Sri Krsna (engaged in) playing at dice with His beloved consort and Uddhava. 
There also the Lord stood up (at the sight of the sage), offered him a seat and worshipped 
him with supreme devotion. (20) Then, like one who was unaware of the sage's arrival, He 
said, "When did you come ? You are (established in the Self and) perfect, whereas we are 
imperfect beings. What service can we render to you ? (21) All the same, Osage, (be pleased 
to) command us and bless our (human) birth." Narada, however, was astonished (when he 
heard this) and, silently rising (from his seat) moved to another mansion. (22) There too he 
saw Sri Krsna fondling His infant sons. Again, in another house he found the Lord preparing 
for His bath. (23) (In this way the Devarsi found the Lord engaged in different activities, all 
at once, in all the different mansions). If here He was engaged in pouring oblations in the 
sacrificial fire, there He was propitiating God through the five-fold daily sacrifices; some- 
where He was feeding the Brahmanas, while elsewhere He was partaking of the remaining 
food (Himself). (24) Here He was performing Sandhya, and there the silent Japa of Gayatri. 
Here the elder brother of Gada was performing various tricks of fence with the sword and 
shield, and there He was riding on horses, elephants and chariots. Here He was resting on 
His bed, and was being eulogized by bards. (25-26) In one mansion, He was conferring with 
Uddhavaandothercounsellors, andin another sporting in water surrounded by courtesans.(27) . 
At one place He was gifting well-adorned cows to Brahmanas and listening to the recitation 
of auspicious Itihasas and Puranas. (28) Inone mansion He was making merry and indulging 
in light talk with His beloved consort, and in another He was found engaged in the careful 
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observance of Dharma. At a third place Narada found him (engaged in) devising ways and 
means of accumulating wealth, and at another (in) enjoying the pleasures of sense permitted 
for a householder. (29) At one place, the Devarsi saw Him seated all by Himself 
contemplating on the Supreme Person beyond Prakrti, and at another doing service to the 
elders by offering them the desired objects of enjoyment and worship. (30) At one place, he 
found Sri Krsna preparing for war against some enemies, and at another discussing terms 
of peace. Here the Devarsi saw Him devising-with Balarama the ways and means of ensuring 
the well-being of the virtuous, and there performing with grandeur the wedding with due 
ceremony of sons and daughters with brides and bridegrooms worthy of them.(31-32) Here 
he found Him conducting festivities on a large scale while sending off a married girl (to her 
husband) and receiving another (on return from her husband's house). People wondered 
to see these grand festal activities of Bhagavan Sri Krsna (the Lord of masters of Yoga). (33) 
Somewhere he saw Him offering worship to (the various) gods, his own rays, by means of 
grand sacrifices, and elsewhere observing piety through the construction of wells, gardens 
and temples etc., for public good. (34) Here he found Him riding on a horse born in the Indus 
valley, followed by prominent Yadavas, in pursuit of game and killing animals fit for sacrifice 
in the course of such chase. (35) Atone place he saw Sri Krsna (the Master of Yoga) moving : 
incognito among the people as well as in the mansions of the palace etc., for ascertaining 
the inward feelings of their inmates as well as of the people. (36) 
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Having witnessed the display of wonderful powers of Yoga by $riKrsna, though following 
the ways of a human being, Narada spoke to Him as though laughing heartily. (37) O Master 
of Yoga, we know (the secret of) Your worderful powers of Yoga which cannot be easily seen 
even by wielders of Maya (like Brahma) and which have been revealed to our mind through 
the worship of Your lotus-feet. (38) Pray, give me leave, O Lord, to go, so that | may move 


about the (fourteen) worlds flooded with Your glory. singing loudly the story of Your pastimes, 
which is capable of purifying the (whole) world. (39) 
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The Lord replied : O sage, | am not only the Teacher of Dharma, but | practise it Myself, 
and lend countenance to (those who practise) it. | follow the path of Dharma in order to teach 
- the world (by My example). (Therefore,) do not get perplexed, My son, (at the sight of this 
My Yogamaya). (40) 
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Sri Suka went on: Thus, they say, the Devarsi saw one and the same SriKrsna (present 
in all the mansions of His consorts) performing the pious duties of householders which lead 
to their purification. (41) Seeing again and again, the vast display of the wonderful Yogic power 
of Sri Krsna, who had infinite prowess, the curious sage was filled with astonishment.(42) 
Duly honoured by Sri Krsna who (behaved as though He) made much of (the first three 
objects of human pursuit viz.,) Dharma (virtue), Artha (wealth) and Kama (enjoyment of life), 
the Devarsi felt (much) delighted and went away constantly thinking of Him alone. (43) For 
the good of the world O dear one, Lord Narayana takes the help of His (inconceivable) 
Yogamaya and begins to sport as a human being. Greeted with their bashful looks and 
friendly smiles by (more than) sixteen thousand noble wives, the Lord thus delightfully spent 
His days (at Dwaraka). (44) O Pariksit ! he who for his part celebrates the inimitable exploits 
performed by Sri Krsna—who is the (supreme) Cause of the evolution,continuance and 
dissolution of the universe—or heave of them, or views with approbation their singing and 
hearing, attains (loving) devotion to the almighty Lord, the Bestower of Liberation. (45) 


Thus ends the sixty-ninth discourse entitled, "A Glimpse into the household life of Sri Krsna," 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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Sri Suka began again : As the dawn approached, Sri Krsna's wives each sleeping with 
the arms of her husband about her neck would reproach the cocks that crowed for fear of 
being separated from Him. (1) Roused from sleep by the breeze blowing through the 
Mandara grove in the midst of humming bees, birds sang loudly like bards as if in order to 
wake up Sri Krsna. (2) Clasped between His arms Rukmini would not welcome this sacred 
hour for fear of being torn away from His embrace. (3) Waking up about two hours anda half 
before sunrise, Sri Krsna would first wash His hands and feet and rinse His mouth, and with 
aserene mind meditate on the Self beyond (the realm of) Prakrti, thatis one without a second, 
self-luminous and indestructible, which is by virtue of its own nature eternally free from the 
taint of Avidya (nescience), which goes by the name of Brahma, whose existence and blissful 
nature are indicated by His own potencies (under the names of Brahma, Visnu and Rudra) 
that are responsible for the appearance (maintenance) and destruction of the universe. (4-5) 
After this Sri Krsna (the foremost among the righteous) would take a plunge bath in pure 
water, puton two (clean) pieces of cloth, perform according to the injunctions of the scriptures 
Sandhya and other (obligatory) rites and having poured oblations into the sacred fire, would 
silently repeat the (sacred) Gayatri-Mantra. (6) He would stand before the rising sun and offer 
prayers to the sun-god and handfuls of water to the gods, Rsis and manes, His own rays. 
Then having worshipped the elders of His family as well as Brahmanas with due ceremony, 
the vigilant Lord would give away from day to day, to well-adorned Brahmanas together with 
silk clothes, deer-skin and sesamum seeds, thirteen thousand and eighty-four freshly calved 
and beautifully caparisoned cows, docile by nature, yielding abundant milk and accompanied 
with their calf, with their horns plated with gold, and hoofs with silver, and with their necks 
decked with pearl necklaces. (7--9) He would then salute cows, Brahmanas, gods, elders, 
preceptors and all created beings, who were but manifestations of His own Self, and would 
duly touch auspicious things. (10) He would then adorn Himself, the one ornament of the 
human world, with clothes and ornaments, peculiarly His own, as well as with excellent 
garlands and pigments. (11) (Then,) looking into (liquid) ghee and a mirror, He would (first) 
have a look at the cows and bulls, Brahmana and (images of) gods. Thereafter He would take 
delight in causing boons to be conferred on all classes of people dwelling in the city and in 
the gynaeceum and gratifying His other subjects by granting their desires. (12) Presenting 
first (of all) the Brahmanas, (then) His friends and relations, (then) His ministers and 
counsellors, and (then) His consorts with garlands, betel leaves and pigments, He would last 
ofall accept them for Himself. (13) By that time His charioteer, (Daruka) would bring His most 
wonderful chariot drawn by Sugriva and other horses and, saluting the Lord, would stand 
before Him. (14) Holding the charioteer's hands in His own hand, Sri Krsna would then 
“(proceed to) mount the chariot accompanied by Satyaki and Uddhava, even as the sun 
ascends the eastern hills. (15) Watched with bashful and affectionate glances by the ladies 
of the gynaeceum and reluctantly permitted by them to go, the Lord would smilé at them (for 

a moment) and, thus captivating their heart, would sally forth (to the Council Hall). (16) 
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Pariksit, surrounded by all the Yadus, Sri Krsna would (then) enter the Hall bearing the 
name of Sudharma, the inmates of which would not experience (for the time being) the six 
waves of existence (viz., hunger and thirst, grief and delusion, old age and death). (17) Seated 
onan exalted throne, illuminating (all) the quarters with His own splendour and surrounded by 
the lions of Yadu's race, the almighty Lord, the foremost of the Yadus, shone like the moon 
in the midst of hosts of stars in the heavens. (18) There the jesters would entertain the Lord 
with amusements of various kinds, and (even so) master dancers and dancing girls severally 
with (their) dances. (19) Sitas, Magadhas and Vandis would dance, sing and panegyrize the 
Lord in accompaniment to clay tomtoms, lutes, tambourines, flutes, cymbals and conchs. (20) 
Seated there certain Brahmanas, skilled in exposition, would expound Vedic Mantras, while 
others would narrate the stories of ancient kings of sacred renown. (21) 
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(One day) © king, a certain person, never seen before, made his appearance there. He 
was announced to the Lord by the porters (on duty) and ushered into His presence. (22) The 
man bowed to Sti Krsna. the Supreme Lord, with joined palms and communicated to Him the 
suffering of certain kings caused by their incarceration at the hands of Jarasandha. (23) 
(Pariksit,) twenty thousand and odd kings who did not pay homage to him -during his 
(expeditions for) the conquest of the (four) quarters, had been forcibly detained by,him at (his 
capital) Girivraja (the modern Giridih). (24) (The new comer conveyed their message to Sri 
Krsna in the following words—)" O Krsna, the Embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and Bliss, 
whose personality is immeasurable and who destroy the fear of those who have taken refuge 


in You ! we, who are (yet) possessed of a differential outlook and are afraid of (the cycle of) 
birth and death, resort to You for protection.(25) (O Lord !) the generality of people on earth 
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are intensely addicted to prohibited acts or those actuated by self-interest and are 
indifferent to Your worship, which is the only auspicious act enjoined on them by You. 
(Dogging their foot-steps) in the form of all powerful and ever vigilant Time in the 
meantime (however,) You suddenly uproot their hope of life. We bow to You (as 
such).(26) You are the Lord of the Universe, who have appeared on earth with Your part 
manifestation (viz., Balarama) for protecting the virtuous and chastising the wicked. O 
Lord, we are (therefore) at a loss to understand how anyone other than You (be it 
Jarasandha or anyone else) can transgress Your command (and tyrannize over us). 
Nor do we understand how men who have taken refuge in You (like us) can reap the 
fruit of their past actions (in the form of suffering). (27) O Lord, (we are aware that) the 
joy of rulership is dependent on others and is as unreal as a dream. (Moreover,) it is with 
this body, which is virtually dead and is subject to constant fear, that we bear (so many) 
burdens (of the world), having abandoned the joy existing in the self and obtained from 
You by disinterested people. Foolish as we are, we are suffering in this world due to 
Your Maya. (28) O Lord, Your feet remove the grief of those who fall at them. Therefore, 
kindly release us, who are bound with the rope of Karma in the form of this Jarasandha. 
Possessing the strength of ten thousand elephants himself he has imprisoned us kings 
in his palace even as the lion would round up (a flock of) sheep. (29) O wielder of the 
discus, You fought Jarasandha eighteen times, vanquishing him in all battles except one. 
We know that Your power and strength are unlimited; and yet, behaving as You did like 
a human being, You allowed Yourself to be defeated by him once. This has aggravated 
his insolence. He now persecutes us knowing us to be Your servants. O invincible Lord, 
now do whatever You deem fit under the circumstances.” (30) 
Gd sara 
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The messenger said : (Lord,) with words these the kings imprisoned by Jarasandha 
have sought shelter under Your feet, eager to see You. May those helpless kings be 
blessed (with Your presence). (31) 
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Sri Suka resumed : (Pariksit!) when the messenger of the kings was thus 
delivering the message (of the kings), the celestial sage (Narada) appeared (on the 
scene) wearing a mass of golden matted locks, and dazzling like the sun. (32) Seeing 
the sage the almighty Sr Krsna, the suzerain Lord of all the worlds, rose (from His 
seat) with His councillors and attendants and joyfully bowed to the Devarsi with His 
head bent low. (33) The Devarsi having taken his seat, the Lord worshipped him with 
due honour and, bringing delight to the sage with His reverence spoke to him in the 
following sweet words. (34) “O sage, are all the three worlds now free from fear? 
Your constantly going about the three worlds surely constitutes a great gain to us 
(inasmuch as we receive all the news of the world through you). (35) Nothing in (all) 
the worlds of God's creation is unknown to you. We, therefore, enquire of you what 
the Pandavas and others intend to do (at present).” (36) 
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Sri Narada replied : O all-pervading Infinite Lord, You are such a great magician that 
even conjurers like Brahma (the creator of the world) are unable to penetrate (the veil of) Your 
Maya. Lord, You abide in all created beings by virtue of Your (inscrutable) potencies even 
as fire remains latent in every log of wood. | have witnessed Your Maya more than once, 
hence Your inquiry about the Pandavas does not appear to me as something out of the 
common. (37) (Lord,) You bring forth and destroy this universe by Your own Maya; and by 
Your Maya it appears as existent (though without any reality). Who can know Your intentions 
full well ? You are inconceivable by nature; my salutation be to You. (38) (Tied down to the 
body) the soul moves on the whirligig of birth and death and knows not the way todeliverance 
from this sheath, the source of (all) evil. Descending on earth in so many Forms by way of 
sport, You kindle the lamp of Your glory (with the help of which he may free himself from the 
bondage of the body). Lord, | resort to You for protection. (39) The Supreme Spirit as You 
are, You nevertheless imitate the ways of the human world; therefore | shall communicate 
to You what Your cousin and loving devotee, king Yudhisthira, intends to do. (40) The 
Pandava king enjoys on this very earth all the enjoyments of the abode of Brahma (the 
highest Paradise). He is (absolutely) desireless. And yet he would worship You through the 
supreme sacrifice known as Rajasiya. May You be pleased to give Your consent to his 
proposal. (41) Eager to see You, the (principal) gods, Rsis and illustrious kings too will 
assemble in that grand sacrifice. (42) Lord, You are an embodiment of the Supreme Spirit; 
even the low-born are hallowed by hearing of Your glories, singing Your praises and 
contemplating on Your virtues, to say nothing of those who see and touch Your person. (43) 
Lord, whose very presence on this earth constitutes a blessing for the three worlds. Your 
spotless glory envelops all the quarters and is diffused on earth, in heaven as well as in the 
subterranean regions, even as the waters washing Your feet hallow the (entire) universe 
under the name of Mandakini in heaven, Bhogavati in the subterranean regions and the 
Ganga on earth. (44) 
SY FAA 
7 0 agaayeq fafa are: et: we Gees Se Sara: 4 


Sri Suka went on : (Pariksit !) the clansmen of Sri Krsna, assembled there, seized as 
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they were with the desire to conquer Jarasandha, did not receive with approbation the words 
of the sage. Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva), smilingly spoke to His devotee 
Uddhava in sweet words (as below). (45) 
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The glorious Lord said : (Uddhava !) you are Our disinterested friend and know the 
secret of what should be decided upon through deliberation. Indeed you are our supreme 
eye (as it were). Now tell us what should be done under the circumstances. We (fully) rely 
on you and shall act upon your advice. (46) 
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Questioned thus by the Master, who, though omniscient, was behaving like an ignorant 
man, Uddhava received His command with his head bent low and replied (as below). (47) 


Thus ends the seventieth discourse bearing on the deliberations about the Lord's departure 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great.and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : (Pariksit!) hearing these words (of the Lord), Uddhava who was 


possessed of great wisdom, considered the statement of the celestial sage Narada and the 
opinion of the councillors as well as of Sri Krsna (Himself), and spoke thus. (1) 
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Uddhava submitted : Lord, as recommended by the Devarsi, You should (certainly) 
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help Your cousin, who intends to perform the Rajastlya sacrifice, and should also protect 
those who seek Your protection. (2) A Rajasuya sacrifice (however) is capable of being 
performed, O almighty Lord ! only by one who has conquered all the quarters. | am 
therefore driven to the conclusion that both these objects, can be gained by the 
overthrow of Jarasandha. (3) Indeed great will be our advantage, O Protector of cows, 
if we simply succeed in accomplishing this; and Your restoring the imprisoned kings to 
freedom will bring glory to You. (4) Possessing (as he does) the strength of ten thousand 
elephants, king Jarasandha is as a matter of fact not very easy to resist even for giants 
other than Bhima, who is his equal in strength. (5) He should, however, be vanquished 
in a duel and not otherwise; for he has an army consisting of a hundred Aksauhinis. He 
is a devotee of the Brahmanas and never spurns the request of Brahmanas. (6) 
(Therefore,) let Bhima approach him in the guise of a Brahmana and ask of him the 
boon of a single combat. In Your presence he will no doubt succeed in killing him in a 
duel. (7) Lord, You are the almighty, formless Time. The creation and destruction’ of the 
universe take place through Your power. Brahma and Sankara are mere instruments (in 
carrying out the design). (8) (After the destruction of Jarasandha) the consorts of the 
kings (imprisoned by him) would sing in their (respective) homes of Your glorious act of 
destroying their common enemy and bringing about the release of their (respective) 
husbands (who are dear to them as their own selves), even as the cowherdesses (of 
Vraja) sing of Your having delivered them (from the clutches of the demon Sankhaciida), 
the sages who have taken refuge in You celebrate the rescue of the king of elephants 
and of Sita (the Daughter of king Janaka), and we sing of Your having released Your 
parents (from Karhsa’s captivity). (9) Thus, O Krsna, the destruction of Jarasandha will 
serve many a great purpose. As the merits of the imprisoned kings and the sins of 
Jarasandha are going to bear fruit thereby, the performance of the Rajasiya sacrifice 
is in a large measure liked by You also. (10) 


AY TF 
west «owe cafes ET WTSI 22 | 
safes Waroret STAY SAGA: | YAY, STeeRaTT TATA Te Fey: 1 82 


framed oat wade: afrafaffeenfahe:i go! 
set upg waite: wort dee faeea feerrar! 
Frere aeerahaaareaentt Wapaerastthrdataa: | 921 
Sri Suka went on : Pariksit, the aforesaid counsel of Uddhava was faultless and good 
in every respect. The Devarsi, the elderly Yadavas and Sri Krsna too approved of it. (11) 
Now, with the approval of elders (Vasudeva and others) the almighty Lord Sri Krsna 
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(Son of Devaki) ordered His servants—Daruka, Jaitra and others—to prepare for the 
journey.(12) With the permission of Ugrasena and Balarama, O destroyer of foes, the 
Lord sent His consorts and sons with the retinue and luggage (in advance) and mounted 
His own chariot brought by Daruka and distinguished by its banner bearing the device 
of Garuda.(13) He set out with His formidable army—consisting of chariots, elephants, 
cavalry and footmen and led by its numerous generals—filling the quarters with the 
tumultuous sound produced by clay tomtoms, kettle-drums, tabors, conchs and 
trumpets. (14) Clad in the best attire and adorned with ornaments, sandal-paste and 
garlands and strongly guarded by men armed with a sword and shield, devoted consorts 
of the Lord (Rukmini and others) with their children followed their husband, the immortal 
Lord, in litters, chariots drawn.by horses and gold palanquins. (15) Then followed (the 
trains of) servants’ wives and courtesans, all richly adorned, with portable shelters of 
mats, woollen blankets and clothes and other appurtenances secured on all sides on 
oxen, buffaloes, donkeys and mules and themselves jcurneying in carts or litters or on 
the back of camels and elephahts. (16) That huge army, full of tumultuous noises, shone 
during the daytime with its lofty flags, umbrellas, chowries, excellent weapons, ornaments, 
crowns and armours, under the rays of the sun, like the sea with its agitated waves and © 
whales. (17) The sage (Narada) was delighted at heart at the sight of Sri Krsna (the 
Bestower of Liberation). Honoured by the Lord of the Yadus and hearing His decision, 
the sage bowed to Him. The Lord offered him worship at the time of his departure and 
the sage left Dwaraka by air treasuring the Lord's Form in his heart. (18) 
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Then, turning to the messenger of the imprisoned kings, Bhagavan Sri Krsna spoke 
to him in pleasing words: “Messenger, go and tell the kings that they should fear no 
more. Causing the death of Jarasandha, | shall bring them freedom soon. (19) Thus 
commanded by the Lord, the messenger departed and duly conveyed His message to 
the kings, who, yearning for their release, eagerly looked forward to Bhagavan Sri 


Krsna’s appearance on the spot. (20) 
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Passing through the lands of Anarta,Sauvira, Maru, and Kuruksetra and crossing many 
hills and rivers, Bhagavan Sri Krsna went past many towns, villages, cowherds, hamlets, 
mines and quarries. (21) Then, crossing the Drsadvati and Saraswati rivers, He passed 
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through the kingdoms of Paficala and Matsya and finally reached Indraprastha. (22) Pariksit, 
the sight of Sri Krsna is a rare boon. king Yudhisthira was delighted to hear the news of His 
arrival and marched out of the city with his priests, friends and relations. (23) Amidst the 
singing of auspicious songs, sounds of trumpets and other musical instruments, and loud 
recitation of the Vedas by Brahmanas, he went forth with great zeal to receive the Lord, just 
as the senses begin to function as soon as the life-breath returns. (24) At the sight of Sri 
Krsna, whom he had seen after a long time, the heart of Yudhisthira overflowed with emotion 
and he embraced the Lord, his most beloved friend, again and again.(25) Encircling with his 
arms the person of Sri Krsna, the sacred abode of Laksmi (the goddess of beauty), the king 
was rid of all evils and felt extremely delighted. With tears in his eyes and hair standing on 
end, he forgot all about this delusive world. (26) Bhima too was transported with joy when 
he embraced his dear cousin with a broad smile on his lips and his heart overwhelmed with 
an outburst of emotion. Similarly, Arjuna and the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva, with profuse 
tears of joy, embraced the immortal Lord, their best friend and well-wisher. (27) Embraced 
by Arjuna (for a second time), and hailed by Nakula and Sahadeva (the twin brothers), Sri 
Krsna Himself bowed to the Brahmanas and the elder (among the Kurus) in the order of their 
age and seniority. (28) Honoured by the Kurus, Srfijayas and Kaikayas, the Lord also duly 
returned them honours. Sitas (chroniclers), Magadhas (panegyrists), Gandharvas 
(songsters), bards and court jesters sang and danced to the accompaniment of musical 
instruments, such as Mrdangas, conchs, tabors, lutes, drums and trumpets and the 
Brahmanas uttered their praises. (29-30) Thus surrounded by friends and well-wishers, the 
blessed Lord, the foremost among those of sacred renown, entered the decorated city 
amidst the praises and acclamations of the people. (31) 
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The roads of the city of Indraprastha were sprinkled with the juice flowing from the 
temples of elephants in rut as well as scented water, wonderful many-coloured flags flapped 
(at every step), temporary arches of gold were erected and gold pots filled with water were 
placed (at the entrance of houses). Having washed and scented themselves and putting on 
new garments, ornaments and garlands, the citizens, men and women, came out of their 
. houses and crowded the streets. (32) Lights were kindled and offerings of flowers made in 
front of all houses; and scented fumes escaped from the lattices of their windows presenting 
an agreeable sight. The houses were decorated with buntings and domes of gold with silver 


bases adorned every house-top. Bhagavan Sri Krsna observed this beauty of the Kaurava 
capital as He proceeded through its streets. (33) On hearing of His arrival, damsels hurriedly 
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came out into the streets to see the one attraction of all human eyes, abandoning their 
household works and leaving their respective husbands in their beds. As they came out in 
haste the plaits of their hair and the knots of their dress got loosened on account of their 
ardent desire to see Him. (34) The roads were crowded with elephants, horses, chariots and 
pedestrians. The women, therefore, saw Sri Krsna and His consorts from the tops of their 
houses, showered flowers on Him and mentally embracing Him greeted Him with smiling 
looks. (35) Seeing the consorts of Sri Krsna accompanying their husband on the road even 
as the stars surround the-moon, the women said to themselves: "We wonder what 
meritorious deeds were performed by these ladies whereby the Best of Persons, Sri Krsna, 
constantly delights their eyes with His winsome smiles and sportful glances." (36) Here and 
there prominent and sinless citizens and leaders of tradeguilds met Him with auspicious 
articles in their hands and offered Him worship. (37) 
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Welcomed by the women of the palace with eyes blooming with joy and excited with 

emotion, Bhagavan Sri Krsna entered the king's palace. (38) When Kunti saw her brother's 
son, Sri Krsna, the Lord of the three worlds, her heart was filled with delight. Rising from her 
couch alongwith her daughter-in-law, Draupadi, she gave Him a hearty embrace. (39) King 
Yudhisthira was beside himself with joy on having brought (with him) Sri Krsna, the Supreme 
Ruler of the gods, within his palace and, full of reverence, did not know how to proceed with 
His worship. (40) Sri Krsna bowed to His aunt and other elderly women, and was in His turn 
saluted by Draupadi and His sister Subhadra, O King! (41) Under the direction of her mother- 
in-law, Draupadi, honoured Rukmini, Satyabhama, Bhadra, Jambavati, Kalindi, Mitravinda, 
Laksmana, the devoted Satya and other consorts of Sri Krsna, who had accompanied them, 
by offering them costumes, garlands and other articles of beauty. (42-43) The virtuous King 
Yudhisthira comfortably lodged Bhagavan Sri Krsna with His army, attendants, ministers and 
consorts with elaborate arrangements for the supply of fresh articles (for their use). (44) 
Alongwith Arjuna, Sri Krsna propitiated the god of fire by offering to him the Khandava forest 
and rescued Maya, the demon, who in his turn constructed a wonderful assembly hall for the 
king. (45) In order to please Yudhisthira, the Lord spent several months at Indraprastha. 
There He occasionally went out with Arjuna for excursion in his chariot followed by a number 
of warriors. (46) 


Thus ends the seventy-first discourse entitled "Sri Krsna's visit to Indraprastha," 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Pariksit, one day, King Yudhisthira, while seated in his court 
surrounded by sages, Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas, his own brothers (Bhima and others), 
preceptors, elders of the race, clansmen and relations as well as his kinsmen, addressed 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna indeed within their hearing (as follows). (1-2) 
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King Yudhisthira submitted : Govinda ! through the performance of the sovereign 
sacrifice, Rajasiya, | intend to worship You as well as the gods, who are but Your part 
manifestations. Kindly accomplish this desire of mine, O Lord ! (3) The pair of wooden 
sandals You wear under Your lotus-like feet destroy all evil. Those holy persons who 
constantly worship them, meditate on them and extol them obtain release from the bondage 
of mundane existence. They get even worldly boons, if they seek for them. Others, however, 
do not get either. (4) O God of gods, let these men of the world directly perceive the glory 
of worshipping Your lotus-like feet. Lord, kindly demonstrate to the Kuru and Srfijaya chiefs 
the destinies of those who worship and those who do not worship You. (5) Lord, You are the 
Self of all, the Supreme Brahma, being of the nature of self-enjoyment and looking on all with 
an equal eye; the cognition of 'Self' and 'not Self' does not exist in You. Those who worship 
You win Your favour even as persons betaking themselves to the wishyielding tree gain their 
object. The degree of success attained by them is commensurate with the amount of service 
they have put forth and does not point to any perversity on Your part. (6) 
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The glorious Lord said : O King, your resolution is excellent. Through the performance 
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of the Rajasiya sacrifice, your auspicious fame will extend to all the three world. (7) This 
sovereign sacrifice, O king, is welcomed by the sages, manes, gods, all your friends and 
relations including Myself, and, in fact, by allbeings. (8) Conquering all the kings and bringing 
the world under your control, collect all necessary things and then perform the great 
sacrifice.(9) O king, these brothers of yours are born of deities (like Indra, the wind-god and 
others), who are guardians of the world. You yourself are a man of wisdom and self-control 
and have conquered Me by your virtues. Those who have not controlled their mind and 
senses cannot win Me. (10) Even the greatest of gods in this world cannot expect to 
overpower My devotee by means of his energy, glory, splendour and supernatural powers, 
much less any earthly being. (11) 
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Sri Suka continued : Pariksit, hearing these words of the Almighty Lord, King 

Yudhisthira was extremely delighted. His face became cheerful like a fresh-blown lotus. He 
commissioned all his brothers to conquer the earth. Bhagavan Sri Krsna infused His energy 
into the Pandavas and made them unconquerable. (12) King Yudhisthira sent his youngest 
brother Sahadeva alongwith Srfijaya warriors to conquer the southern regions; he deputed 
Nakula alongwith the Matsyas to the west, Arjuna and the Kekayas to the north, and Bhima, 
accompanied by the Madras, to the east. (13) O King, conquering all the kings by dint of their 
prowess, these warriors brought untold riches from the various quarters to king Yudhisthira 
who was preparing for the sacrifice. (14) When Yudhisthira heard that Jarasandha remained 
unsubdued, he became moody and began to muse. Bhagavan Sri Krsna then laid before him 
the plan suggested by Uddhava: so the tradition goes. Thereupon Bhimasena, Arjuna and 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna assumed the guise of Brahmanas and went to Girivraja (the modern 
Giridih), the capital of Jarasandha. (1 5-16) King Jarasandha was a devotee ofthe Brahmanas 
and scrupulous in the observance of the sacred duty of a householder. The three Ksatriyas 
disguised as Brahmanas went to Jarasandha's palace at the hour appointed for the 
entertainment of unexpected guests. There they made their request to Jarasandha as 
follows. (17) "O king. may you be blessed. Know us (three) to be your guests come froma 
long distance. We have come with a definite purpose; therefore, please grant us our 
request.(18) O king, a forbearing person can bear anything; the wicked can do-anything; (in 
fact, there is nothing which he will regard as prohibited); and a generous donor will not 
hesitate to give away anything. And none is foreign toa man of undifferentiating outlook. (19) 
Ifa capable men, through his mortal body, does not earn enduring fame, worthy of being sung 


Dis. 72 ] BOOK TEN 425 


MMAR AALARA AERA ATE EE AHA HR RA ARR RR ATH 


by men of virtue, he deserves to be pitied and censured. (20) Kings Hari$candra and 
Rantideva, Sibi, and Bali, the sage Mudgala (who lived on grains gleaned from the fields), 
the famous pigeon of the legend (who gave up his life for the sake of a fowler) and the fowler 
(who sacrificed his life in imitation of the pigeon's self-sacrificing act), and many more 
attained lasting happiness through the transient body and its belongings." (21) 
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Sti Suka went on : Pariksit, from their tone, appearance and forearms bearing scars 
caused by the friction of bow-strings, Jarasandha came to know that the newcomers were 
no Brahmanas, but Ksatriyas come in the guise of Brahmanas. He had a hazy notion that 
he had seen them somewhere before. (22) But he reflected, "Though Ksatriyas, they have 
taken this guise of Brahmanas (out of fear for Me).When they have gone to the length of 
seeking a gift from me, | shall give them even this body though difficult to part with. (23) God 
Visnu, appearing in the guise of a Brahmana, deprived Bali of his lordly position; and yet the 
unsullied fame of Bali is sung extensively in all directions. (24) It is true, Visnu had assumed 
that diminutive form of a Brahmana in order to return the ruling authority to its rightful owner 
Indra. Bali had come to know it and was opposed by Sukra, his preceptor; and yet he gave 
away the earth. (25) This body is sure to perish one day. A Ksatriya who does not endeavour 


to attain extensive fame through it, and does not live for the sake of the Brahmanas alone, 


lives in vain." (26) (Pariksit), Jarasandha was a liberal-minded king. Reflecting thus, he said 
to Sri Krsna, Arjuna and Bhimasena, disguised as Brahmanas, as follows:—"Brahmanas, 
seek whatever you desire; | am prepared to give you everything, even my head." (27) 
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The glorious Lord said : " O great king, we are no Brahmanas seeking food from you. 
We have come here in search of a combat. If it pleases you, grant us the boon of a single 
combat with you. (28) That is Bhima son of Kunti, he is his younger brother, Arjuna, and know 
Me to be their cousin, Krsna, your former adversary." (29) Hearing these words of SriKrsna, 
Jarasandha laughed loudly and, filled with rage, said, " If you seek a combat, fools, | shall 
certainly offer fight with you. (30) But, Krsna, | shall not fight with you. You are a coward and 
rose balance of mind in battle. Afraid of me you abandoned your city, Mathura, and took 
shelter in the sea. (31) As for Arjuna, he is no warrior.He is junior to me in age and has no 
great prowess either. He is, therefore, no match for me. Bhima (alone) is equal in strength 
to me." (32) With these words Jarasandha gave a huge mace to Bhimasena, and himself 
taking up another, came out of the city. (3) Going to the arena these two warriors who were 
furious in battle, closed with and struck each other with their respective maces, which were 
as hard as the thunderbolt. (34) They began to move right and left, manoeuvring for position 
with such adroitness that they looked like two actors playing at fight on a public stage. (35) 
When they hurled their maces at each other, the rattling noise resembled the clap of thunder 
or the sound of impact between the tusks of two fighting tuskers. (36) Just as when two 
elephants burning with rage fight with each other, with twigs of the sun-plant and the twigs 
are reduced to powder, even so the maces of the two warriors hurled with the full force of their 
arms against each other's shoulders, hips, feet, hands, thighs and collar-bones, were 
reduced to pulp. (37) Thus when their maces fell broken, the two warriors full of rage struck 
each other with their fists as hard as steel. As they fought like two elephants, the blows they 
dealt at each other with their palms produced a sound as sharp as the clap of thunder. (38) 
Pariksit, Jarasandha and Bhimasena were equally matched so far as training, strength and 
vigour were concerned and both fought with unabated violence; yet their contest remained 
undecided. (39) Though engaged in a mortal fight during the day-time, they lived as friends 
during the nights. In this way twenty-seven days passed. (40) 
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Pariksit, on the twenty-eighth day Bhima said to his cousin, Srikrsna, "Krsna, |am unable 
to overthrow Jarasandha in a duel." (41) SriKrsna, who knew the secret of Jarasandha's birth 


and death, (viz.,) how the demoness Jara joined his body divided into two and conferred life 
on him, considered the matter and comforting Bhimasena infused His own strength into the 


Dis. 73 ] BOOK TEN 427 


Set te tctea dete etree tte eee serra ea eR ee TERETE AT AAA A AAA HOA 


latter. (42) Having hit upon the plan of overthrowing the enemy, Sri Krsna, whose insight was 
infallible, took up a twig and split it into two by way of a signal to demonstrate to Bhimasena 
how to do it. (43) The foremost warrior of enormous strength, Bhima, understood what was 
to be conveyed to him and taking hold of Jarasandha by the feet threw him on the ground.(44) 
Pressing a foot of the enemy with one foot, he took hold of the other with both his hands, and 
split him into two from the anus, as a huge elephant splits up a twig. (45) The people saw the 
two halves of Jarasandha's person each with one foot, one thigh, one testicle, one hip, half 
the back and one breast; one shoulder, one arm, one eye, one eyebrow and one ear. (46) 
Great was the outcry among his subjects when Jarasandha, the king of Magadha, fell. 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna and Arjuna greeted Bhimasena by embracing him. (47) The Almighty 
Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, is the life-giver of all creatures; no one can fathom His greatness. 
Having installed Jarasandha's son, Sahadeva, on the throne of Magadha, he set at liberty 
all the kings who had been imprisoned by Jarasandha. (48) 


Thus ends the seventy-second discourse entitled "Jarasandha killed", in the latter 
half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


cstwetinstt: 
Pere Sire 


aq fraqfaaaiseara: 


Discourse LXXiIll 


Sri Krsna and others return to Indraprastha 
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$n Suka began again : Pariksit, Jarasandha had subdued in battle without much effort 
twenty thousand and eight hundred Ksatriya princes and had confined them in a place 
surrounded by mountains on all sides. Released by Bhagavan Sri Krsna, they came out of 
their captivity with unclean bodies and dirty clothes. (1) They had been emaciated with 
hunger and their faces were lank. The long confinement had considerably reduced their 
weight. Coming out of the prison, they saw Lord Sri Krsna standing before them. Having a 
complexion dark as the cloud, cladin yellow silken robes and possessed of four arms, holding 
a lotus in one hand and wielding the mace, conch and discus with others, bearing the mark 
of Srivatsa (a curl of hair) on the breast, with eyes reddish like the interior of a lotus, with a 
lovely and cheerful face, adorned with glowing ear-rings shapedlike the alligator, and decked 
with a crown, a necklace of pearls, bracelets and girdle and a pair of armlets, the jewel 
Kaustubha shining in His neck and a garland of sylvan flowers hanging on His breast, the 
sight of the Lord kept them spellbound. They seemed to drink Him with their eyes, lick Him 
with their tongues, inhale Him with their nose and embrace Him with their arms. All their sins 
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were washed away at His very sight. They bowed to the Lord, touching. His blessed feet with 
their heads. (2—6) The joy derived through Bhagavan Sri Krsna's sight removed the languor 
caused by their confinement. With joined palms, they offered their praises to the Lord in the 
following words. (7) 
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The kings prayed : O God of gods, remover of the distress of those who take refuge in 
You, O Imperishable Lord, we offer our salutations to You. Disgusted with the bitter 
experience of this fearful scourge of transmigration, we seek refuge in You; pray protect 
us.(8) Krsna, we have no grudge against Jarasandha; in fact, it was through Your grace that 
we were deprived of our kingdoms. (9) Puffed up with the pride of sovereignty and power, 
aking is generally deprived of true happiness; for, deluded by Your Maya, he comes to regard 
worldly fortune as permanent. (10) Just as the ignorant take the mirage for a sheet of water, 
even so the unwise attached to the senses regard the ever changing Maya as reality. (11) 
Lord, blinded by the intoxication of wealth and power, at one time we vied with one another 
in our lust for conquering the world and mercilessly brought about the destruction of our own 
people in pursuing our mad projects. We were so arrogant that we took no notice of You 
standing before us as Death itself. (12) Krsna, mysterious are the ways of Time. Its potency 
is unfathomable; for it is one of Your many forms. It has deprived us of our fortune, and our 
pride has been shattered through Your grace. We now contemplate on Your sacred feet. (13) 
Lord, we no longer seek the boon of sovereignty enjoyable through this ever decaying body, 
the nursery of ailments. We have realized that the pleasures of sovereignty are like a mirage. 
Nor do we crave for the posthumous enjoyments of heaven which sound attractive only to 
the ear. (14) Pray tell us now the means whereby we may constantly remember You lotus- 
like feet, even though we may have to undergo a series of births. (15) Krsna, You have 
descended on this earth through the agency of Vasudeva. You destroy the sins of those who 
come in contact with You and bring them deliverance. You are the Supreme Spirit. You 
exterminate the sufferings of those who bend low before You. O Govinda, the protector of 
cows, we Offer our obeisances to You. (16) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Pariksit, when the kings now released from captivity praised in those 
words the merciful Lord, who affords shelter to those who seek it, He replied to them in sweet 
accents as below. (17) 


2 
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Bhagavan Sri Krsna said : As desired by you, O kings, you will henceforth entertain 
unwavering devotion to Me, the Universal Lord, who am the very Self ofall. (18) You deserve 
congratulation, O kings, for your resolution, and what you say is certainly true. For | have 
seen that excess of pride of wealth and power makes people mad. (19) Haihaya, Nahusa, 
Vena, Ravana, Narakasura and many other gods, demons and kings fell from their position 
through the intoxication of wealth and power. (20) Know that the body and everything 
connected with it is perishable inasmuch as it is subject to birth. Therefore, do not get 
attached to them. Carefully controlling your mind and senses, worship Me through sacrifices 
and protect your subjects in the righteous way. (21) Beget children for the continuity of the 
family line, and not for enjoyment, and accepting with an equable mind, as a boon from Me, 
whatever experiences come to your lot in the shape of birth and death, pleasure and pain, 
gain and loss etc., live in the world with your mind devoted to Me. (22) Remain indifferent to 
the body and everything connected therewith, take delight in the Self, practise Bhajana and 
observe religious vows. Thus fixing your mind steadily on Me, you willin the end attain to me, 
the Supreme Spirit.(23) . 
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$ri Suka went on : Pariksit, thus instructing the kings, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the almighty 
Lord of the universe, detailed a number of attendants, men and women, to give them a 
bath.(24) He then got Sahadeva, son of Jarasandha, to honour the kings by offering them 
. wearing apparel, ornaments, garlands, sandal-paste and other things worthy of royal use.(25) 
After they had finished their bath and adorned themselves they were entertained with 
excellent dishes and other luxuries—such as betel leaves etc.,—worthy of kings. (26) Thus 
treated with due honour by Bhagavan Sri Krsna and rid of their suffering, the kings shone with 


their brilliant ear-rings like the planets at the end of the rainy season. (27) The Lord then 
provided them all with chariots adorned with jewels and gold and drawn by good horses, 
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cheered them with sweet words and sent them away to their respective territories. (28) Thus 
delivered from their calamity by the high-souled Sri Krsna, the kings left for their capitals, 
contemplating on the Lord, His virtues and noble deeds. (29) Reaching their kingdoms, they 
related to their subjects the benevolent doings of the Supreme Person and diligently followed 
His injunctions in their daily lives. (30) 
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Pariksit, thus having Jarasandha killed by Bhimasena, and being duly honoured by 
Jarasandha's son, Sahadeva, Sri Krsna, accompanied by Bhima and Arjuna, departed (for 
Indraprastha). (31) On reaching the outskirts of the city, the three victorious heroes blew 
their respective conchs, bringing joy to their friends and sorrow to their enemies. (32) The 
people of Indraprastha were extremely delighted at heart to hear the sound and concluded 
at once that Jarasandha had been killed and that King Yudhisthira had well-nigh achieved 
his object. (33) There Bhimasena, Arjuna and Sri Krsna bowed to King Yudhisthira and 
related to him all that they had done. (34) Overwhelmed with emotion at the exceptional 


favour shown to him by Bhagavan Sri Krsna, King Yudhisthira shed tears of joy and could 
not speak a word. (35) 


Thus ends the seventy-third discourse, bearing on the return of Sri Krsna and others (to 
Indraprastha), in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramaharmmsa-Samhita. 
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$riSuka began again: Pariksit, Yudhisthira was highly delighted to hear of Jarasandha's 
fall and of the supreme glory of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, and spoke to Him as follows. (1) 
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King Yudhisthira submitted : Krsna, Lords of the three worlds like Brahma and 
Sankara, and guardians of the world like Indra bow their heads to Your command whenever 
they obtain the rare privilege of receiving it. (2) O infinite Lord, though extremely humble and 
wretched, we are conceited enough to regard ourselves as kings and rulers. Yet (instead of 
degrading us) You submit to our authority and carry out our commands. O lotus-eyed Lord, 
this is nothing but imitation on Your part of the ways of men. (3) Just as the brilliance of the 
sun is neither enhanced nor suffers diminution with the ascent or decline of the sun, even 
so Your doings in no way exalt You or detract from Your glory. For You are the Supreme 
Spirit, the one Absolute without a second. (4) O unconquerable Lord, thoughts of diversity 
like" | and Mine" and "Thou and Thine" obtain only among the ignorant. Such crooked notions 
of difference do not find place even in Your devotees, much less in You. Whatever You do 
is, therefore, nothing but Your Sport. (5) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Saying so, and with Bhagavan Sri Krsna's concurrence, King 
Yudhisthira invited at an hour propitious for the sacrifice Brahmanas versed in the Vedas and 
proficient in the Vedic ritual to officiate as priests etc., at the sacrifice. (6) They were Sri 
Krsnadwaipayana Vyasa, Bharadwaja, Sumantu, Gautama, Asita, Vasistha, Cyavana, 
Kanva, Maitreya, Kavasa, Trita, Viswamitra, Vamadeva, Sumati, Jaimini, Kratu, Paila, 
Parasara, Garga and Vaisampayana, Atharva, Kasyapa, Dhaumya, Paragurama, Sukracarya, 
Asuri, Vitinotra, Madhutchanda, Virasena and Akrtavrana. (7—9) Besides these, he also 
invited Dronacarya, Bhisma, Krpacarya and others, (as wellas) Dhrtarastra with all his sons 
and the noble-minded Vidura to come and help in the performance. (10) In order to witness 
the great sacrifice many princes with their ministers and chief officers, Brahmanas, 
Ksatriyas, Vaigyas and Stdras, arrived at Indraprastha, O king ! (11) 
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Then the priests ploughed the sacrificial ground with ploughs of gold and initiated 
Yudhisthira, according to the scriptural injunctions, as the sacrificer. (12) The utensils used 
in this sacrifice were all made of gold as they were in the sacrifice performed by Varuna in 
ancient times. Brahma, Sankara, Indra and other guardians of the world, Siddhas and 
Gandharvas with their retinues, Vidyadharas and Nagas, sages, Yaksas and Raksasas, 
birds, Kinnaras, Caranas and powerful princes with their queens—all came to attend the 
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Rajasuya sacrifice of King Yudhisthira at his invitation. (13—15) All of them admitted without 
any hesitation that he was qualified to perform the same. For to a devotee of Sri Krsna nothing 
is impossible of achievement. Then the priests, who were as glorious as the gods, conducted 
for the king the Rajasuya sacrifice according to the scriptural ordinance, as in ancient times 
the gods did for Varuna. (16) On the day fixed for extracting the Soma juice, the king 
honoured the blessed priests as well as the supervisors of the performance with due 
attention. (17) a 
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Now, the members of the assembly proceeded to consider who was worthy of receiving 
the first place of honour, but could not come to any decision for want of unanimity. Thereupon 
Sahadeva addressed the assembly in the following words: (18) "In my opinion Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, the crown-jewel of the Yadus, is the best man in this assembly and deserve the first 
place of honour. For all the gods as well as Time, Space,Wealth and Whatever other things 
there are in this world—all are but He. (19) The whole universe is His manifestation. The 
sacrifices are He, He is Fire, He is the oblations, He is revealed in the form of the Mantras. 
The path of Knowledge and the path of Action both lead to Him. (20) Members of this august 
assembly, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the one Absolute without a second; the whole universe is 
His body. Though self-dependent and unborn, He creates, protects and destroys the 
universe by His own will. (21) Through His grace people perform various acts in the world 
and pursue the fourfold object of life, viz., Dharma (virtue), Artha (worldly prosperity), Kama 
(worldly enjoyment) and Moksa (liberation). (22) Therefore, | propose that foremost honour 
should be offered to Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the greatest of the great. Through honouring Him, 
we shall have honoured all beings as well as our own self. (23) He who seeks that his gifts 
should embrace infinity, should make them to Sri Krsna, who is the Self of all beings and 
views, none as other than Himself, whois absolutely unruffled and perfect in everyway." (24) 
Pariksit ! Sahadeva, who was aware of Bhagavan Sri Krsna's greatness, became silent after 
saying this. All good people in the assembly were pleased to hear this, and applauded him 
saying, 'well said, well said’. (25) Hearing this ejaculation of the Brahmanas and ascertaining 
the general sense of the members of the assembly, King Yudhisthira was extremely 
delighted and with a heart overwhelmed with emotion, honoured Sri Krsna by offering Him 
the worship due to the First Man in the assembly. (26) In great joy he washed the feet of Sri 
Krsna and together with his consort (Draupadi), brothers, ministers and other members of 
his family, bore on his head the drops of that water, which purify the world. (27) Then he 
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presented the Lord with robes of yellow silk and ornaments. His eyes being full of tears at 
the time, he could not even distinctly see the Form of the Lord. (28) Seeing Him thus 
honoured, all those present in the assembly joined their palms in reverence, with shouts of 
‘Namo Namah' (Salutations) and ‘Jaya-Jaya' (Victory to You), and showers of flowers fell on 
Him from the heavens. (29) 
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_Pariksit, Sigupala heard all this from his seat in the assembly. Enraged at the glorification 
of SriKrsna, he rose from his seat and holding up his arm in great indignation fearlessly spoke 
these harsh words with reference to Sri Krsna. (30) He said, “Leaders of this House, the 
pronouncement of the Vedas that Time is God is quite true; for Time is inviolable, its decree 
cannot be revoked. (This has been made perfectly clear by the proceedings of this 
assembly.) (For) we have seen how even the (hardened) reason of wise and elderly people 
can be misled by the prattlings of children. (31) Remember, you are the best judge to decide 
who is worthy to receive the honour of first place in this assembly. Therefore, please do not 
acceptas gospel truth Sahadeva's childish talk that Krsna is worthy of that honour. (32) There 
are present here men of great austerity, learning and sacred vows, men who have wiped out 
their sins through wisdom, great sages who are established in Brahma and adored even by 
the greatest of gods. (33) Ignoring the leaders of this assembly, how can this cowherd, a 
disgrace to his clan and family, be considered worthy of receiving this honour ? Does the crow 
deserve to receive a sacrificial oblation ? (34) He owns no Varna (caste), or ASrama (stage 
of life), and does not possess nobility of birth; he is beyond the pale of all Dharmas (sacred 
laws) and acts wantonly both against the Vedic injunctions and established usage. Moreover 
he is devoid of all virtues. Under the circumstances, how can he deserve the honour of first 
place ? (35) You are aware that his clan is under the curse of Yayati, and has, therefore, been 
boycotted by all good people. Moreover, they are all given to unauthorized drinking. How can 
he, therefore, be entitled to receive the honour of first place ? (36) Abandoning Mathura and 
other sacred places (inhabited by Brahmanical sages), they have resorted to a fortified place 
in the sea, destitute of Brahmanas devoted to the Vedas. When they come out, of their 
fortifications, they harass all creatures like pirates." (37) Pariksit, all the merits of Sisupala 
had been exhausted. That is why he uttered these and similar harsh words with reference 
to SriKrsna. But just as the lion does not heed the jackal's howls, even so the Almighty Lord 
did not say a wordin reply to Sigupala. (38) But the vilification of the Lord became unbearable 
to the audience, some of whom closed their ears and indignantly left the Hall censuring 
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Sigupala for his unjustifiable remarks. (39) (There was reason for this.) For, Pariksit, he who, 
on hearing aspersions cast upon God or upon His devotee, does not leave the spot, loses 
his merit and goes down to hell. (40) 
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Now, the Pandavas, Matsyas, Kaikayas and Srfijayas stood up in rage with uplifted 
weapons, determined to make short work of Sigupala. (41) Undaunted by the threat, the latter 
took up his sword and shield and rebuked the princes who sided with Si Krsna in the assembly. 
(42) (Observing both the sides prepared for a combat,) Bhagavan Sri Krsna stood up and 
pacified the rulers who sided with Him, and exhibiting some anger out off with His sharp-edged 
discus the head of Sigupala, who had in the meantime swooped on Him. (43) Great and 
tumultuous was the uproar in the assembly when Sigupala fell down dead. The princes who 
followed him took to their heels to save their lives. (44) Just as a meteor dropping from the sky 
gets absorbed into the earth, even so all people witnessed a column of light emanating from 
Sigupala's body enter Sri Krsna and merge into Him. (45) Pariksit, contemplating on the Lord 
with thoughts of hatred and anger fostered for three consecutive lives, Sisupala became one 
with Him, and was restored to his original place as an attendantof the Lord. Thusitis the thought 
of the individual which determines his future state. (46) After Sigupala's deliverance, Emperor 
Yudhisthira gave sacrificial fees ona liberal scale to the priests and supervisors of the sacrifice 
and honoured all who attended it. Thereafter he performed ablutions betokening the comple- 
tion of the sacrifice, according to the scriptural injunctions. (47) 
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Pariksit, having thus brought the Rajasiya sacrifice of Yudhisthira to a successful 
conclusion, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the Supreme Lord of all masters of Yoga, spent some 
months at Indraprastha at the request of His friends and relations. (48) Then the Almighty 
Lord took leave of Yudhisthira, who was reluctant to allow Him to go, and left for Dwaraka 
with His consorts and ministers. (49) Pariksit, | have already narrated to you at considerable 
length (in Skandha VII) how under the curse of Sanaka and his brothers Jaya and Vijaya, the 
two attendants of the Lord at Vaikuntha, had to take repeated births on earth. (50) Having 
finished the ablutions at the close of the Rajasilya sacrifice, Yudhisthira shone like Indra (the 
king of gods) in the assembly of Brahmanas and Ksatriyas. (51) Honoured by Yudhisthira 
all the gods, men and ethereal beings gladly returned to their respective abodes glorifying 
Bhagavan SriKrsna andthe sacrifice performed by King Yudhisthira. (52) Duryodhana alone 
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of all those who had attended the sacrifice could not bear the sight of the vast fortune and 
royal splendour of the Pandavas. For he was sinful and quarrelsome by nature, a veritable 
cancer in the body of the Kuru race, brought into being for its destruction. (53) 
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Pariksit, anyone who sings of this sport of Bhagavan Sri Krsna relating to the destruction 


of SiSupala and Jarasandha, the release of the imprisoned kings and performance of the 
Rajastya sacrifice by Yudhisthira, will be freed of all sin. (54) 


Thus ends the seventy-fourth discourse entitled Sigupala killed (by Sri Krsna), in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : Holy sage you told me just now that all the kings, sages 
and gods who had assembled there rejoiced at the grand success of the Rajastya sacrifice 
performed by Yudhisthira and that Duryodhana was the only exception in this matter. O 
worshipful one, please tell me the reason of this. (1-2) 
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SriSuka replied : Pariksit, your grandfather, Yudhisthira, was a great soul. Bound to him 
with ties of affection all his relations took upon themselves some form of service or other 
during the sacrifice. (3) Bhima was placed in charge of the kitchen, Duryodhana was master 
of the treasury, Sahadeva was entrusted with the duty of honouring the guests; while Nakula 
had the charge of procuring supplies. (4) Arjuna waited upon the elders, and Sri Krsna took 
upon Himself the duty of washing the feet of the guests. Draupadi attended to the work of 
serving food, while the magnanimous Karna was entrusted with the duty of bestowing 


gifts.(5) Similarly Satyaki, Vikarna, Hardikya, Vidura, Bhurigrava and the other sons of 
Bahlika, Santardana and others were entrusted with one duty or other. All of them 
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endeavoured to perform their respective duties to the satisfaction of Yudhisthira. (6-7) 
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Pariksit ! after the priests and supervisors of the sacrifice, men of learning, friends and 
relations had been duly honoured with sweet words, rich presents and sacrificial fees and 
Sisupala had entered the feet of the Lord, Yudhisthira went to the Ganga to perform the 
concluding ablutions. (8) While the ceremony was being so performed, various instruments 
of music like the Mrdanga, conch, drum, kettledrum, tabor and trumpet were played upon.(9) 
The courtesans danced in great joy, the songsters sang in batches. The sound of the Vina, 
flute and cymbals reached the heavens. (10) Adorned with necklaces of gold, the Yadava, 
Srfjaya, Kamboja, Kuru, Kekaya and Kosala kings, with flags of various colours waving in 
the air, followed Yudhisthira to the Ganga shaking the earth with their armies consisting of 
fully accoutred foot-soldiers, elephants, chariots and horses. (11-12) Supervisors of the 
sacrifice, priests and learned Brahmanas proceeded chanting the Vedic hymns in loud 
intonations. The gods, Rsis, manes and Gandharvas showered flowers on the procession 
from the heavens and sang Yudhisthira's praises. (13) Men and women of the city adorned 
with scents, garlands, beautiful clothes and ornaments (came out on the public roads and) 
sported on, smearing and sprinkling one another with liquids of various kinds. (14) The 
courtesans smeared the men with oil, milk, butter, scented water, turmeric powder, saffron 
paste, and were themselves smeared over by men in return. It was thus that they amused 
themselves. (15) 
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Just as celestial ladies thronged in the sky in their beautiful aerial cars (to see this festivity 
on earth), (even) so the ladies of the royal House of Indraprastha, curious to have a look at 
the grand procession, came out (in beautiful palanquins and other vehicles) guarded by foot- 
soldiers Bhagavan Sri Krsna, together with His companions, sprinkled water (of various 
colours on them), which made their faces, bloom in bashful smiles, thus heightening their 
beauty. (16) Sprinkled with water the clothes of the queens got wet, so that their limbs 
including their breasts, thighs and hips could be seen through. They also took up syringes 
filled with coloured water and threw jets of water on their brothers-in-law and their friends. 
In the flurry of the moment their braids got loosened and flowers dropped therefrom. Pariksit, 
the sight of this lovely and innocent sport on their part brought impious thoughts in the mind 
of people possessed of impure hearts. (17) 
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Seated in his chariot drawn by the best horses and decked with gold necklaces, Emperor 
Yudhisthira with Draupadi and other consorts looked as if the great sacrifice Rajasuya with 
the attendant rituals had assumed human forms. (18) After the ritual known by the name 
Patni-Sarhyaja and the rites connected with the concluding ablutions had been over, the king 
performed Acamana (sipped water born the palm of his hand), and, as directed by priests, 
bathed in the Ganga alongwith Draupadi.(19) At that time the drums of celestials sounded 
in the heavens joined with the sounding of drums by men; and the gods. Rsis, manes and 
men showered flowers. (20) After the Emperor had finished his ablutions, people belonging 
to all castes and stages of life took their dips in the Ganga; for a bath at that time rids even 
the most sinful of their sins forthwith. (21) Then Yudhisthira put a piece of new silk cloth round 
his loins and another round his shoulders and adorning himself with ornaments, he honoured 
the priests and supervisors of the sacrifice as well as other Brahmanas with gifts of cloth and 
ornaments. (22) Pariksit, a sincere devotee of God, the Emperor saw Godin every being and 
honoured all his relations and kinsmen, brother princes, friends and well-wishers, and other 
ordinary folk again and again. (23) Wearing jewelled ear-rings, garlands of flowers, turbans, 
long coats, pieces of silk and costly necklaces of pearls all these people looked like gods 
come down on earth. And the women looked exceptionally charming with the beauty of their 
faces enhanced by their ear-rings and their overhanging locks, and with the zones of gold 
lying round their hips. (24) 
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Pariksit, all those who had assembled there—priests of high character, supervisors of the 
sacrifice well-versed in the Vedas, Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and Stdras, princes, 
gods, Rsis, manes and members of other classes of beings, Indra and the other protectors 
of the world with their attendants—now took leave of Yudhisthira, and returned to their 
respective abodes, receiving appropriate honours from the Emperor. (25-26) Just as a 
mortal would never feel satisfied with a drink of nectar, so they did not get tired of praising 
the grand success of the Rajasiya sacrifice performed by the saintly King Yudhisthira, who 
was a great devotee of God. (27) The Emperor lovingly detained his kinsmen, friends and 


relations and also Bhagavan Sri Krsna at his capital, for he could not even bear the idea of 
their separation. (28) Sending away Samba, his other sons as well as the principal Yadava 
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warriors to Dwaraka, the Almighty Lord stayed there with a view to pleasing the king. (29) 
Thus having realized with the help of Sri Krsna, the long-cherished ambition of performing 
the Rajasiya sacrifice, which was as difficult to realize as itis to cross of ocean, Yudhisthira 
now heaved a sigh of relief. (30) 
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On a certain day, Duryodhana felt greatly troubled at heart at the sight of Yudhisthira's 

splendour in his palace and the greatness attained by him, a great devotee of God, through 
the performance of the Rajasiya sacrifice. (31) The palace contained all the wealth and royal 
splendours of earthly monarchs, demon kings and lords of celestials, got together by the 
demon Maya, who had built it. Queen Draupadi waited upon her consorts with all these 
materials and it was mainly due to his attachment for her that Duryodhana was filled with 
jealousy. (32) More than a thousand consorts of Bhagavan Sri Krsna lived in that palace at 
the time. The anklets at their feet charmingly jingled when they walked with slow paces on 
account of their bulky hips. They were slender-waisted and the saffron on their breast made 
their white necklace of pearls appear red. Rocking ear-rings and flowing locks enhanced the 
beauty of their faces. (33) 
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In a part of the Hall constructed by Maya, Emperor Yudhisthira, invested with imperial 
glory, was once seated on a throne of gold. Surrounded by his brother and kinsmen, and his 
guide, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, and extolled by bards, he looked like Indra. (34-35) Proud 
Duryodhana accompanied by his brothers appeared there, sword in hand, with a crown on 
his head and a necklace hanging on his breast. He angrily scolded the guards at the gate 
as he entered. (36) Deluded by the superb skill of Maya, he drew up his skirts mistaking a 
certain part of the floor for a sheet of water; and proceeding further he stumbled into water 
mistaking it for the bare floor. (37) Dear Pariksit ! Bhima, the royal ladies and other princes 
laughed when they saw him fall, notwithstanding Yudhisthira's remonstrances, being 


encouraged by a gesture from Sri Krsna. (38) Duryodhana was abashed at this discomfiture. 
Burning with rage, and with his face cast down, he silently left the Hall and immediately 
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departed for Hastinapura. The incident raised a cry of dismay from all good people and 
Yudhisthira felt perturbed over it as it were. Bhagavan Sri Krsna, however, kept quiet over 
the incident, intent as He was upon relieving the burden of the earth. In fact, it was His 
enchanting look which threw Duryodhana into confusion and brought about the incident. (39) 
Pariksit, you asked me on this occasion how at the great Rajasuya sacrifice Duryodhana 
developed his intense ill-will against the Pandavas. | have told you the secret of it. (40) 


Thus ends the seventy-fifth discourse entitled " Duryodhana's Humiliation" in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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SriSuka began again: Pariksit, now hear the story of still another wonderful achievement 
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, who had sportfully assumed a human semblance. This relates to the 
death of Salva, owner of the celebrated aerial car called Saubha. (1) Salva was a friend of 
Sigupala and accompanied the latter (as a member of the bridegroom's party) for his 
(proposed) wedding with Rukmini. At that time he, alongwith Jarasandha and others, was 
completely routed in battle by the Yadus. (2 ) Within the hearing of all the princes (assembled 
there) Salva took a vow saying, "| shall rid the earth of the Yadavas; you will then witness 
my prowess." (3) Pariksit, having thus pledged himself, the fool began to worship the god of 
gods, Sankara, taking by way of nourishment only a handful of dust once a day. (4) At the 
end of a year the almighty Spouse of Uma, Lord Sankara, (who is propitiated very soon), 
offered to confer a boon on Salva, who had sought his protection. (5) Salva requested the 
Lord to confer on him an aerial car which could be taken wherever he liked, and which could 
not be broken by the gods, Asuras, men, Gandharvas and Raksasas, and which would be 
a terror to the Yadus. (6) Sankara said, "Be it so !" Under his command, the demon Maya, 
who could (easily) bring about the fall of an enemy's stronghold, constructed an aerial car, 
called Saubha, which was made of steel, and handed it over to Salva. It was not a car, but 
acity in miniature. (7) Full of darkness within, it was inaccessible (to others). It could be taken 
wherever one liked. Obtaining this car, Salva proceeded against Dwaraka remembering the 
old grudge against the Yadus. (8) 
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Pariksit, Salva besieged the city with a large army and engaged himself in the wholesale 
destruction of its gardens and parks, the gateways with their massive superstructures, the 
mansions with their upper chambers and compound wall and the places of recreation. 
Volleys of destructive weapons rained from that huge aerial car. (9-10) Blocks of stone, trees, 
thunderbolts serpents and hailstones were showered on the city, and a fearful tornado was 
let loose over it, filling the quarters with dust. (11) Just asin the days of yore the earth suffered 
under the scourge of the demon Tripura, even so the city of Dwaraka was subjected to untold 
suffering by Salva's aerial car, Saubha. The people could not find respite (even for a 
moment). (12) Observing the distress of the people, the renowned warrior, Bhagavan 
Pradyumna, mounted his chariot and cheered them by saying ‘Fear not’. (13) Satyaki, 
Carudesna, Samba, Akrura and his younger brothers, Krtavarma, Bhanuvinda, Gada, 
Suka, Sarana and many gther big generals followed him with mighty bows in their hands. 
They were all protected with armours and were guarded by chariots, elephants, horses and 
foot-soldiers. (14-15) Just as in the days of yore there was a bitter conflict between the 
Devas and Asuras, even so a fierce and thrilling battle ensued between the soldiers of 
Salva and the Yadavas. (16) With the help of his celestial weapons Pradyumna broke in 
an instant the magic spell of Salva, the owner of Saubha, even as the sun dispels the 
darkness of the night. (17) With twenty-five arrows having feathers of gold andiron tips and 
with the knots of their wood well polished, he pierced the commander-in-chief of Salva's 
army. (18) With a hundred more he struck Salva (himself) and discharged one arrow each 
at his soldiers, ten each at his charioteers and three each at his horses. (19) Seeing this 
great and wonderful feat of arms exhibited by the valiant Pradyumna, the soldiers on both 
sides admired him. (Pariksit,) the aerial car of Salva constructed by Maya contained such 
magical contrivances that now it appeared as many, and now as only one, now it appeared 
in the sky, and now disappeared altogether. The Yadavas, therefore, found it difficult to 
discover where it was at a particular moment. (20-21) Now it descended on the ground, 
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now flew into the air, now perched on the summit of a hill, and now began to float on water. 
Like a rotating firebrand it went round and round hardly stopping at any point. (22) 
Wherever Salva with his car and soldiers came within their sight, the generals of the 
Yadava army showered their arrows on them. (23) Struck by those arrows, which burned 
like the sun and fire and were unapproachable like venomous snakes, Salva's floating city 
and army sustained a severe blow, and Salva himself fainted. (24) 
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(Pariksit,) the Yadava warriors too were equally harassed by the volleys of arms showered 
by the generals of Salva's army; but they did not abandon their respective positions on the 
battle-field: for they thought that death in battle would secure happiness in the other world, 
whereas victory would establish their supremacy on the earth. (25) (Pariksit), there was a 
minister of Salva (anda mighty warrior) Dyuman by name, to whom Pradyumna had previously 
dealt severe blows: he now suddenly attacked Pradyumna with a steel mace and striking a 
heavy blow with it gave a loud roar. (26) The blow smashed the chest of Pradyumna, the 
chastiser of foes. Thereupon Daruka's son, his charioteer, knowing the canons of warfare, 
carried him away from the field. (27) Regaining consciousness after aboutan hour, Pradyumna 
said to his charioteer, " Oh, charioteer, you have done me a disservice by removing me from 
the field of battle. (28) No one born in Yadu's race except me is known to have abandoned the 
battle-field. You are a weak-minded charioteer: you have certainly wronged me. (29) What 
reply befitting my position shall | give to my uncle, Sri Balarama, and my father, Sri Krsna, when 
| see them and when they question me, now that | have cleverly managed to flee away from 
the battle-field? (30) My sisters-in-law will laugh at me and openly say, ‘Please do tell us, O 
warrior, how you lost your manliness in the encounter with your enemy’. (31) 
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The charioteer replied : O long-lived one, | did all this knowingly, considering it to be 
the proper duty of a charioteer. Lord, the rule of battle is that the charioteer should come to 
the rescue of the warrior when the latter's life is in danger, and similarly the warrior should 
save the life of the charioteer in peril. (32) Cognizant of this rule, | removed you from the 
battle-field when | found that, struck by the enemy with a mace, you had sustained a fatal 
injury and fainted. (33) 


Thus ends the seventy-sixth discourse, bearing on the (Yadus’) encounter with Salva, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXXVII 


Salva's Deliverance 
aye FaI 
a qe oes dat genie: aa at ame: od dhe arf 2 
faard ween gad sfenuige: i siea setae: we! 2 | 
adisdt oem gate aed! seat saa aq a tore a fr 1 3 
TRAST «AE: ae ag: wae alsa: wd disawent: 1x | 
WG at wert Raatemigs foe wwgesrams 4! 

Sri Suka began again : (Pariksit), Pradyumna now washed his hands and face, put on 
his armour, took up the bow and spoke to his charioteer thus, "Take me (once more) to the 
warrior, Dyuman." (1) Dyuman was at that time playing havoc with the Yadava army. First 
checking his depredations Pradyumna smilingly assailed Dyuman with eight shafts. (2) With 
four he struck his four horses, with one the charioteer, and with one shaft each he tore off 
Dyuméan's bow and banner and with the remaining one he struck down Dyuman's head. (3) 
Gada, Satyaki, Samba and others began to mow down the army of Salva. The inmates of 
the aerial car, Saubha, with their necks severed from their bodies, dropped one by one into 
the sea. (4) Thus the Yadava army and the army of Salva began to strike one another, and 
a fierce hand-to-hand fight raged between them for twenty-seven days and nights (without 
break). (5) 
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Having been invited by Yudhisthira, Bhagavan Sri Krsna was at that time staying at 
Indraprastha. Now that the Rajastya sacrifice had been concluded and Sisupala had been 
killed, Sri Krsna took leave of the elderly Kurus and Rsis, Kunti and the Pandavas, and 
proceeded to Dwaraka. On His way He observed frightful omens. (6-7) He therefore, said 


to Himself, "| came away hither with My revered brother, Sri Balarama; the kings in alliance 
with Sisupala must have surely availed themselves of the opportunity to attack Dwaraka."(8) 
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Reaching there, He found His people in a sad plight. Entrusting Balarama with the work of 
defending the city and, observing Salva and his aerial car, Saubha, He said to (His 
charioteer), Daruka, (as follows).(9) "Take My chariot with great despatch to Salva, owner 
.of the aerial car, Saubha. Take care that you do not get frightened; for he is a warrior skilled 
in the use of magic." (10) Thus instructed, Daruka mounted the chariot and drove it to the 
battle-field. As soon as Sri Krsna entered the field of battle, warriors on both sides recognized 
Him from the emblem of Garuda borne on His banner. (11) (Pariksit !) Salva's army had 
mostly been extirpated. Observing Sri Krsna on the battle-field, Salva discharged a terrible 
lance aimed at His charioteer. With a terrible noise it rushed through the air with great speed 
like a meteor illumining the quarters. Bhagavan Sri Krsna tore that lance into a hundred pieces 
with his arrows, hit Salva with sixteen shafts and pierced the aerial car Saubha, that was 
wheeling in the sky, with volleys of arrows, even as the sun fills the space with his rays. (12—14) 
In the meantime Salva hit Sri Krsna in the left arm with an arrow. The Sarnga bow which was 
being held by that arm fell from Sri Krsna's hand. It was a wonderful feat on the part of 
Salva.(15) A loud outcry of wonder and fear rose from beings who watched the conflict (from 
the sky or from the ground). Salva now gave a loud roar and said to Sri Krsna:— (16) "O 
deluded fool, you carried away before our very eyes the fiance of our friend and brother, 
Sisupala, and killed him in an assembly, when he was off his guard. (17) | know you regard 
yourself as invincible. But if you stand before me in this fight today, | shall, with my sharp 
arrows, send you to the region from where people do not return." (18) 
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Bhagavan Sri Krsna replied : " O fool, in vain do you brag. You do not perceive Death 
standing before you. True heroes do not waste their words, but exhibit their prowess in 
battle." (19) Saying this, Bhagavan Sri Krsna in great rage struck Salva with tremendous 
- force on the collar-bone with His mace. It made Salva shake from head to foot and vomit 
blood. (20) When the mace returned to the Lord, Salva for his part (suddenly) disappeared. 
Then after an hour a certain person came in, bowed with is head bent low to Sri Krsna and 


bursting into tears, said—" | have brought a message from Devaki. (21) She says, "O Krsna 
of mighty arms, most devoted to parents, Your father has been captured and carried away 
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by Salva, just as a butcher drags an animal to be slaughtered." (22) Hearing this unpleasant 
news, Bhagavan Sri Krsna exhibited the play of human emotions. Troubled at heart and full 
of compassion and filial affection like an ordinary human being, He said: (23) " How is it that 
My Brother, who cannot be subdued or daunted even by gods or Asuras, has been overcome 
by Salva, who though a pygmy before Him has succeeded in carrying away our father ? 
Indeed, Providence is all-powerful." (24) While Sri Krsna was saying this, Salva made his 
appearance before Him holding Vasudeva as it were, and said to Him (as follows): (25) "O 
fool, here is your father who has brought you into being and for whom you live. | shall slay 
him before your eyes. Save him, if you can. " (26) Uttering this threat, that master of magic, 
Salva cut off the head of that (seeming) Vasudeva and, taking it with him, withdrew into his 
aerial car, Saubha, which stood near him in the air. (27) (Pariksit !) Bhagavan Sri Krsna is 
the embodiment of perfect wisdom by nature and has limitless power. Due to affection for 
his father, He remained plunged in sorrow, like an ordinary human being, for a moment. But 
presently He understood that it was nothing but an illusion created by Salva, who was taught 
this art by the Asura named Maya. (28) As He fully recovered from the spell of Maya, SriKrsna 
found that both the messenger and the body of His father had vanished from the battle-field 
like visions seen in a dream. Observing Salva at this moment in his flying aerial car, the Lord 
resolved to kill him. (29) 
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Pariksit, this is the version of a few Rsis, who do not care so much for consistency. Surely 
they forget that such statements with reference to Bhagavan Sri Krsna contradict their own 
statements made on other occasions. (30) Grief, infatuation, attachment and fear—these 
find place only in the ignorant. They cannot be attributed to Bhagavan Sri Krsna ( the Perfect 
Being), the embodiment of perfect knowledge, wisdom and glory. (31) The greatest of sages 
worship the lotus-like feet of Bhagavan Sri Krsna and thereby attain the knowledge of the 
Self, which roots out ignorance existing from time without beginning in the form of 
identification of the self with the body and gain infinite spiritual glory. How can the Lord, who 
is the sole refuge of such sages, be subject to delusion ? (32) 
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__ (Now,) Salva vigorously attacked Sri Krsna with a volley of (destructive) weapons; but 
Sri Krsna, possessed of unfailing prowess, pierced Salva with a shower of arrows and broke 
into pieces his armour, bow and the jewel on his head. With the mace, the Lord smashed 
Salva's aerial car, Saubha. (33) Struck by the powerful blow of Sri Krsna's mace, the car 
broke into a thousand pieces and fell into the ocean. Leaving the car, Salva dropped down 
on land and taking up his mace rushed headlong at Sri Krsna. (34) When the Lord saw him 
advancing towards Him, He cut off with a spear the arm with which he held the mace. Then, 
with a view to killing Salva, the Lord took up His wonderful discus, dazzling like the sun at 
the time of universal destruction. Holding the discus in His hand, Sri Krsna vied in splendour 
with the Eastern Hilk bearing the sun on its peak. (35) With that discus Sri Krsna lopped off 
the head, adorned with a crown and ear-rings, of that repository of Maya, Salva, even as (in 
the days of yore) Indra with his thunderbolt cut off the head of Vrtrasura. The fall of Salva in 
battle raised an outcry of distress among his men. (36) Pariksit, the gods sounded their drums 
inheaven when the wicked Salva was struck down, and his aerial car was smashed to pieces. 
Now came the turn of Dantavaktra, another friend of Sisupala, who marched in great rage 
against Sri Krsna to avenge the death of his friends, Sisupala and Salva. (37) 


Thus ends the severty-seventh discourse entitled " The Deliverance of Salva," in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Deliverance of Dantavaktra and Vidiratha; Sita killed by 


Sri Balarama during His Pilgrimage 
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Sri Suka began again : Dantavaktra was a great friend of SiSupala, Salva and 


Paundraka, who had met their death at the hands of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. In order to avenge 
their death the fool appeared all alone to fight Sri Krsna. Full of rage he (neither took an army 
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nora chariot with him and) came armed with nothing but a mace. But he was so powerful that 
the earth shook under his feet when he proceeded on foot to meet Sri Krsna in battle. (1-2) 
Seeing him advance in that manner, Bhagavan Sri Krsna promptly took up His own mace 
and, leaping down from His chariot, intercepted Dantavaktra even as the shore checks the 
advancing sea. (3) Raising his mace, Dantavaktra, the arrogant king of Karusa, said to 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna, "!amglad, | am, indeed, lucky, O Krsna, that you have appeared before 
my eyes today. (4) Even though you are my cousin, you have killed my friends and seek my 
life, too. Therefore, O fool, | shall make short work of you with this mace which is as hard as 
the thunderbolt. (5) Though a relation of mine, you are my enemy like a disease in one's body. 
Devoted as | am to my friends, | can discharge my debts to them only by putting an end to 
you." (6) Pariksit, thus pricking Bhagavan Sri Krsna with unkind words even asa tamer pricks 
an elephant with his goad, Dantavaktra struck Sri Krsna on the head with his mace and 
roared like a lion. (7) But Sri Krsna, the ornament of Yadu's race, remained quite unshaken 
by the shock, and with His own heavy mace known by the name of Kaumodaki struck in His 
turn a severe blow on Dantavaktra's chest, which split the latter's heart. Vomiting blood 
through the mouth, Dantavaktra fell down dead on the ground with dishevelled hair and 
outstretched arms and legs. (8-9) Pariksit, just as it happened when Sisupala fell, a very 
subtle ray of light emanated from the body of Dantavaktra and entered that of Sri Krsna in 
an astonishing way before the eyes of all. (10) 
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Dantavaktra had a brother, Viduratha by name. Overwhelmed with grief at the death of 

his brother, he appeared, panting (with rage) on the spot with a sword and shield in his hands, 
intent on killing Sri Krsna. (11) Pariksit, as he rushed at Him, Sri Krsna with His sharp-edged 
discus lopped of Viduratha's head armed with a crown and ear-rings. (12) Thus putting an 
end to Salva, with his famous aerial car Saubha, as well as Dantavaktra and his younger 
brother VidUratha, who could not be easily encountered by others, Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
returned in triumph to Dwaraka. Men and gods extolled Him at the time for His extraordinary 
feat of arms. (Greatest of ) sages, Siddhas, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, great serpents (like 
Vasuki), Apsaras, the manes, Yaksas, Kinnaras and Caranas all showered flowers on Him 
and sang of His victory. The city was decorated to commemorate His triumph over His 
enemies and principal Yadava warriors followed Him in procession as He entered the 
city. (13—15) Pariksit, the Master of Yoga and almighty Ruler of the universe, Sri Krsna, thus 
enacts various sports in the world. To the ignorant He appeared now and then as the 
vanquished. But as a matter of fact, He always wins. (16) 
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SriBalarama presently heard of the preparations of the Kurus for war with the Pandavas. 
He desired to remain neutral and therefore left Dwaraka on the pretext of going out for a dip 
in sacred waters. (17) He first went to Prabhasa, tooka plunge in the sea there and propitiated 
the gods, Rsis and manes by offering them water and human beings by feeding them. Thus, 
accompanied by (some) Brahmanas, He proceeded along the bank of the Saraswati in an 
upward journey, in the course of which He visited Prthidaka, Bindusara, Tritakupa, 
Sudarsana, Visala, Brahmatirtha, Cakratirtha and the spot where the Saraswati turns 
towards the east. (18-19) Thereafter, passing through the important places on the Jamuna 
and the Ganga, He came to Naimisaranya, where the sages were holding a religious 
concourse. They had taken a vow of prolonged Satsanga. (20) When they saw Sri Balarama 
in their midst, the sages rose from their seats, welcomed Him, bowed to Him or blessed Him, 
according as it became their position, and worshipped Him. (21) Honoured thus, when He 
had taken His seat alongwith His followers, Sri Balarama observed Romaharsana, the 
disciple of the great sage Vyasa, seated on the elevated seat meant for one who holds a 
discourse. (22) Though a Suta by caste, he occupied a seat higher than the Brahmanas and 
neither rose from his seat, nor bowed to Him with joined palms. Getting angry at the sight, 
Sri Balarama said to the Brahmanas there. (23) "How has this Sita, born as he is of an illegal 
union, viz., of a Ksatriya father and a Brahmana mother, taken into his head to occupy a seat 
higher than the Brahmanas and custodians of law like ourselves. The fool, therefore, 
deserves to be done to death. (24) Being a disciple of the great sage Vyasa, under whom 
he has studied all the books on law, including the Itihasas and Puranas, he cannot plead 
ignorance either.(25) Uncultured and arrogant, he falsely pretends to be a learned man. 
Since he has not been able to discipline his self, the instruction he has received is just like 
the part played by an actor on the stage. It can do no good to him not to anybody else. (26) 
Those who make a show of righteousness, though not actually righteous, are more sinful 
than the unrighteous and deserve death at My hands. It is precisely for killing such people 
that | have descended on earth." (27) Being on a pilgrimage, Sri Balarama had desisted even 
from the work of slaying the unrighteous in battle. Yet, with these words He struck the Suita 
‘with the end of a KuSa grass, which He held in His hand, which caused the instantaneous 
death of the Suta. This was how it was destined to be; nobody could avert it, (28) Allthe sages 
cried out in distress when they saw the Suta fall before them. Addressing Sri Balarama, who 
was another manifestation of the Supreme Deity, they said, "O Lord, You have committed 
an unrighteous act. (29) It was we who offered him the elevated seat of a Brahmana and 
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vouchsafed him an unwearied existence for the time this assembly remained in session. (30) 
Thus You have unknowingly perpetrated an act which is equivalent to killing a Brahmana. 
We know You are a master of Yoga and transcend the authority of the Vedas. (31) But You 
have descended on earth in order to purify the world. Should You of Your own accord make 
some expiation for the sin of killing a Brahmana, You will thereby set a noble example before 


the world." (32) 
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Bhagavan Sri Balarama said : | shall certainly make some atonement for this sin in 
order to teach a lesson to the world. Please lay down the best form of expiation for Me. (33) 
Through Yogamaya | can also vouchsafe to him a renewed span of long life, energy and 


soundness of body and the senses and whatever else you desire. Tell me, what can | do for 
him? (34) 


RIA DF: 
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The Sages said : (Lord Balarama!) kindly devise some means by which the infallibility 
of Your weapon and Your prowess, and the inevitability of his death may notbe compromised 
and the boon granted by us may also be vindicated. (35) 


arm a wa saa sft aaa aenem waa am srahthaaeraar 1361 
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Bhagavan Sri Balarama said : Worshipful sages, the Vedas declare that one's own self 
is reborn as the son. Therefore, in place of Romaharsana, his son will expound the Puranas 
to you. | shall endow him with long life, energy and soundness of the body and the 
senses. (36) If you desire anything else, pray tell me, | shall forthwith grant it. And please think 
over and tell me what will be the most appropriate expiation for the sin | have unknowingly 
committed. (For you know the subject full well. )(37) 
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The Sages said : (Lord Balarama!) there is a terrible demon, Balwala by name, son of 
llwala, who comes here on every full-moon and new moon day, and outrages the sanctity 
of our gathering. (38) He throws on us piths, blood, faeces, urine, wine and flesh. O Lord of 
the Yadus, be pleased to put an end to that monster. You will have thereby rendered the most 


valuable service to us. (39) Then, for twelve months, please traverse the whole length and 
breadth of Bharatavarsa with a serene mind and take a plunge in its holy waters. That will 
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bring you purification from this sin. (40) 


Thus ends the seventy-eighth discourse entitled "A Prelude to the Destruction of Balwala," 
forming part of the narrative of Baladeva in the latter half of Book 
Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


_ senaraitfaaniseara: 


Discourse LXXIX 


An account of Balarama's Pilgrimage 
aye Fara 
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Sri Suka began again : Pariksit, on the next full-moon day a violent storm broke over 
the place, covering all with dust and bringing the foul odour of pus from all sides. Next, there 
was a shower of urine and faeces on the sacrificial ground, caused by Balwala, who himself 
afterwards appeared with a trident in his hand. (1-2) Possessed of a dark gigantic body, he 
looked like a heap of soot. His hair, moustachés and beard had the colour of red-hot copper 
and his face with protruding teeth and (contracted) eyebrows looked most terrible. Seeing 
the demon, Balarama thought of His celebrated pestle, which shatters the columns of the 
enemy's army, and His well-known plough, which subdues the demons; and both these 
weapons instantaneously presented themselves before Him. (3-4) With the end of His 
plough Balarama drew down Balwala coursing in the air, and full of rage struck that (sworn) 
enemy of the Brahmanas on the head with His pestle. (5) With his forehead split open the 
demon, bleeding profusely, fell on the ground, uttering a helpless cry, and looked like a 
mountain peak struck down with lightning and ejecting red streams (of molten character). (6) 
The blessed sages (of Naimisaranya) applauded Balarama (for this action), pronounced 
their unfailing benedictions on Him and sprinkled (holy) waters over His head even as the 
gods sprinkled water over their ruler Indra on his having killed the demon Vrtra. (7) (Then) 


they presented Balarama with a pair of excellent pieces of cloth and ornaments anda 
beautiful Vaijayanti garland of never-fading lotuses. (8) 
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Now, with the permission of the sages of Naimisaranya, Balarama together with His 
Brahmana companions went to the Kausiki river, and after bathing in that river went to the 
lake from which the SarayU emanates. (9) Following the downward course of the Sarayu, He 
thence came to Prayaga. After taking His bath there and propitiating the gods, Rsis and 
manes by offering water to them, He went to the hermitage of the sage Pulaha. (10) (Then) 
he bathed in the Gomati, Gandaki, Vipasa and Sona rivers and, visiting Gaya, worshipped 
the manes (according to the instructions of His father Sri Vasudeva). From Gaya He went 
to the mouth of the Ganga where He took a bath (and performed other religious rites).(Then) 
He went to the Mahendra Hill, where He saw and paid His respects to the sage Parasurama. 
Having bathed in the seven branches of the Godavari and in the Vena and Bhimarathi rivers 
as well as in the Pampa lake, He paid a visit to the shrine of Lord Kartikeya and (thence) 
proceeded to Srigaila, the abode of Lord Siva (known by the name of Mallikarjuna). From Srigaila 
He went to see the most holy mountain-peak of Venkata in the Dravida territory. (11—13) 
(Then) passing through Siva-Kafici and Visnu-Kafici and after taking a bath in the holy 
Kaveri, He reached the most sacred site of Sriranga where Bhagavan Visnu (eternally) 
dwells. (14) From there He went to visit the Rsabha Hill, sacred to Lord Visnu, and the 
southern Mathura and thence proceeded to the dam across the sea at Rameswara, visitors 
to which are purged (even) of their greatest sins. (15) There Balarama gifted ten thousand 
cows to the Brahmanas. (Then) after taking a bath in the Krtamala and Tamraparni rivers, 
He went to the Malaya mountain. It is one of the seven principal ranges of mountains of 
Bharatavarsa. (16) Greeting and bowing to the sage Agastya residing there, and receiving 
his blessings and permission, He went to the southern sea and visited (the shrine of) 
Goddess Durga (at Kanyakumari) known by the name of Kanya. (17) Next He went to the 
Phalguna Tirtha (AnantaSayana) and the great lake of Paficapsarasa, another abode of Lord 
Visnu. There after bathing in its holy waters, He gave away ten thousand cows (to the 
Brahmanas). (18) 
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Then Lord Balarama visited the principalities of Kerala and Trigarta, and (from there He) 
went to Gokarna, sacred to Siva, where Bhagavan Sankara is eternally present. (19) Thence 


He visited (the shrine of) Goddess Parvati (known by the name of Arya) located in an island, 
after which He went to Surparaka. Then after bathing in the Tapti, Payosni and Nirvindhya 
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rivers, He entered the Dandaka forest. (20) (From there) He went to the bank of the Narbada, 
where stands the city of Mahismati, and after bathing in the Manutirtha returned to 
Prabhasa.(21) There He heard from the mouth of Brahmanas that in the historic fight 
between the Kurus and the Pandavas (almost) all the Ksatriyas had lost their lives. He felt 
that the burden of the earth had been (greatly) relieved (by that terrible war). (22) On the day 
Bhima and Duryodhana were engaged in a single combat with their maces on the battle-field, 
Sri Balarama reached Kuruksetra to prevent their fight. (23) 
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Yudhisthira, for his part, Nakula, Sahadeva, Bhagavan Sri Krsna and Arjuna, all bowed 
to Him, as soon as they saw Him, and stood silent anxious to know the mission which had 
brought Him there. (24) Bhima and Duryodhana, burning with rage, were then performing, 
mace in hand, their wonderful manoeuvres with a view to overthrowing one another. Seeing 
them thus engaged, Balarama said. (25) "King Duryodhana and Bhimasena, both of you are 
(renowned) warriors equally matched in strength. If Bhimasena is superior in strength, 
Duryodhana is more skilful in wielding the mace. (26) To my mind, neither of you is likely to 
win or be vanquished, since you possess equal energy. Therefore, let this useless fight 
cease." (27) Though this advice of Sri Balarama was salutary (to both), the enmity which they 
bore to each other was so deep-seated that they could not accept the same. They could not 
forget the offensive words and malevolent acts of each other. (28) Balarama thought they 
were being driven to their fate by destiny; therefore (without making further attempt at a 
compromise) He returned to Dwaraka. There He was welcomed by Ugrasena and other 
relations who were all delighted at His arrival. (29) (Thence) Sti Balarama went to the 
Naimisa forest for the second time.There the sages, (acting as priests) gladly assisted Sri 
Balarama, who had kept Himself aloof from hostility and war, in performing all the sacrifices. 
Pariksit, (really speaking) all sacrifices are but part and parcel of Sri Balarama (and yet He 
performed them in order to teach a lesson to the world). (30) The almighty Balarama imparted 
pure wisdom to the sages, by virtue of which they realized the whole universe in themselves, 
and the Self as permeating the whole universe. (31) Then, performing the concluding 
ablutions with His consort, Revati, and adorned with fine clothes and beautiful ornaments, 
He tooked amidst friends and relations just like the moon accompanied by moonlight (in the 
midst of stars). (32) Pariksit, almighty Bhagavan Sri Balarama is the infinite Lord Himself, 
His nature is incomprehensible. He had assumed a human semblance simply out of sport. 
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His exploits are indeed innumerable. (33) He who contemplates on the wonderful deeds of 
the infinite, all-pervading Balarama, both morning and evening, becomes the most beloved 
of God. (34) 


Thus ends the seventy-ninth discourse entitled “An account of the pilgrimage of Baladeva" 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Baars seas: 
Discourse LXXX 
Sri Krsna's Reception of Sudama 
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King Pariksit submitted : O revered sage, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the same as the 

Supreme Spirit. His powers are infinite. Therefore, His sports (which manifest His love and 
glory), are also infinite. We wish to hear now of the other glorious sports of the Lord. (1) O 
sage, all beings on earth running after the mirage of worldly enjoyments are sorely afflicted 
at heart. The manifold desires pierce them every now and then like the shaft. Under the 
circumstance, what man of taste is there on earth, who having heard of the excellent sports 
of the most glorious Lord even repeatedly would cease listening to them further ? (2) That 
speech alone is worth the name through which one sings His praises; those hands alone 
which do service to Him deserve to be called, hands; that mind aloneis rightly so-called which 
constantly remembers the Lord dwelling in all mobile and immobile creatures; and those ears 
alone deserve the title which hear the sacred stories of His sports. (3) That head alone 
deserves to be styled as such which bows to all mobile and immobile creatures, regarding 
them as the very images of God; that eye alone is the real eye, which sees Godin everything; 
and those limbs alone are properly so-called, which are daily sprinkled with the waters which 
wash the feet of the Lord and of His devotees.(4) 
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Sri Sita resumed : O sages, when king Pariksit made this submission to.Sri Suka, the 


latter's heart got completely merged in the thought of Bhagavan SriKrsna. (Then) addressing 
the king, he said: (5) 
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Sri Suka replied : (Pariksit),there was a certain Brahmana, who was a (great) friend 
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. He possessed true knowledge of Brahma and was free from 
attachment to the objects of the senses. His mind was composed and he had full control over 
his senses. (6) Although a householder, he used to remain contented with whatever he got 
without effort. He was always ill-clad and his wife too had no sufficient clothing to cover her 
body with. (Due to extreme poverty they seldom had a full meal and) the wife (specially) 
became very feeble on account of starvation. (7) (One day) the poor and afflicted wife of the 
Brahmana, who was (extremely) devoted to her husband, approached her husband with a 
withering face and a trembling body, and said to him:—(8) "Adorable husband! Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna, the spouse of the Goddess of Wealth, Himself is your friend. He is like a wish- 
yielding tree to His devotees, the refuge of all and a great devotee of the Brahmanas. (9) 
O blessed one, be pleased to approach Him, who is the resort of the righteous. When He 
comes to know that you are a householder and that you are suffering from want, He will 
bestow abundant wealth on you. (10) He now resides at Dwaraka as the protector of the 
Bhojas, Vrsnis and Andhakas. He (is so generous that He) gives away His own Self to those 
who contemplate on His lotus-feet. It is no wonder, then, that He, the Supreme Teacher of 
the World, should bestow on His devotees wealth and objects of worldly enjoyment, which 
are after all not very desirable things." (11) Thus frequently and gently entreated by the wife, 
the Brahmana at last agreed to the proposal; for he thought that it would give him an 
opportunity of seeing Bhagavan Sri Krsna, which was a supreme gain in itself. Developing 
this idea in his mind he decided to go, and addressing his wife said, " O dear, is there anything 
in the house fit to be taken as a present ? If so, let me have it. " (12-13) The wife of the 
Brahmana begged of her neighbours and secured four handfuls of parched and beaten rice, 
which she tied up in a piece of rag and gave it to her lord for presentation to Sri Krsna. (14) 
With those handfuls of beaten rice, itis said, the foremost of Brahmanas set out on his journey 
to Dwaraka. His only thought on the way was how it would be possible for him to obtain a sight 
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (15) 
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(O Pariksit, reaching Dwaraka), the Brahmana together with other Brahmanas passed 
through three camps of guards and three protective walls (one after another), and then 
reached the mansions occupied by the Andhaka and Vrsni chiefs, who followed the righteous 
ways of the devotees of God, very difficult of access to ordinary people. (16) There was 
situated (in the centre of that innermost ring of the city) the palace of Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
containing the dwellings of His sixteen thousand and odd consorts. In one of them, which was 
specially decorated, the Brahmana entered with the feelings of one who found himself 
merged in the Bliss of God-realization. (17) Bhagavan Sri Krsna was at that time seated on 
acouch with His consort Rukmini. Seeing the Brahmana from a distance, He suddenly rose 
from His seat and advancing towards him, joyously folded him in both of his arms. (18) 
(Pariksit!) the lotus-eyed Lord (who is the very embodiment of Bliss) felt extremely delighted 
when He touched the body of His beloved friend, the Brahmana sage. Tears of joy began 
to drop from His eyes. (19) (Taking the Brahmana by the hand) Sri Krsna, the purifier of the 
world made His friend sit on His (own) couch, and bringing (Himself) all the articles necessary 
for worship, washed the Brahmana's feet and sprinkled His head with the drops of that water. 
(Then) He smeared the Brahmana's body with excellent perfumes as well as with the pastes 
of sandal, aloe-wood and saffron. (20-21) Having joyfully worshipped His friend with scented 
fumes and rows of lights, and offering him betel-leaf seasoned with catechu, lime, areca-nut 
parings and cloves etc., and a cow, the Lofd greeted the Brahmana with sweet words. (22) 
The Brahmana was ill-clad, with an unclean and emaciated body, the veins of which were 
visible to the eyes. Queen Rukmini herself actually waited on him having the chowry before 
him. (23) The women of the palace were astonished to see a raked Brahmana being so 
lovingly honoured by Bhagavan Sri Krsna of spotless fame. (24) (They said to one another:—) 
“What meritorious act was performed by this naked, destitute, condemned and lowly beggar 
that the Lord of the three worlds, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, should receive him with such honour 
and respect. Leaving Sri Rukmini, a manifestation of Goddess Laksmi Herself, who was 
seated (with Him) in His bed, He embraced the Brahmana as if he were Lord Balarama 
Himself." (25-26) Pariksit, taking each other by the hand, Bhagavan Sri Krsna and the 
Brahmana recounted the sweet incidents of their boyhood, when they lived together in the 
house of the same teacher. (27) 
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Bhagavan Sri Krsna said : O pious Brahmana, on your return from the preceptor's 
house, after making the voluntary present to him, did you or did you not marry a wife, who 
is in every respect worthy of you ? (28) | know that, even though you are leading (I presume) 
the life of a householder, your heart is free from worldly desires. | am also aware that having 
realized the truth, you do not entertain any love for wealth. (29) (In this world) people who 
have shaken off worldly desires brought forth by Divine Maya, and who yet perform their 
prescribed duties with a heart unswayed by desire, just as | do, for the sake of setting an 
example before the world, are very rare. (30) Do you remember, O dear Brahmana, our stay 
in the house of the preceptor? It is there that the twice-born acquire the knowledge of that 
which is worth knowing, and thus cross the darkness of ignorance in the form of mundane 
existence. (31) O friend, the father from whom one gets the body is the first Guruin this world. 
Next, comes the teacher, who invests one with the sacred thread and teaches him his 
obligatory duties, He is worthy of adoration like Myself. Lastly, comes the teacher who 
imparts the knowledge of Self to men ofall classes and orders and helps one inthe realization 
of God. He is identical with Me. (32) O dear friend, the teacher is the same as Myself. Among 
the followers of the Varnasgrama order in this world, they alone who carry out the preceptor's 
teachings and thereby cross the ocean of mundane existence without much ado know their 
true worldly and other-worldly interests. (33) O friend, | am the Universal Self (I reside in every 
heart as the Witness.) | am not so pleased with the performance of daily obligatory sacrifices 
by the householder, nor with investiture with the sacred thread and study of the scriptures, 
whichis the duty of a celibate, nor with the penance of the ascetic, nor again with the quietism 
of the recluse, as | am with services rendered by a disciple to the preceptor.(34) 
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O dear Brahmana, do you remember the incident how, one day, when living in the house 
of our preceptor, we both were asked by the latter's wife to bring fuel. (35) We entered a thick 
forest, O sage, and were overtaken by a mighty and violent storm of wind and rain, which 
broke unexpectedly out of season, and thunders roared relentlessly over our head. (36) The 
sun set in the meanwhile and all sides were enveloped in darkness. The land being covered 
with water we could not ascertain the high and low level of ground. (37) Severely and 
repeatedly beaten by violent blasts of wind and showers in that flood, and not knowing the 
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directions, we wandered in the forest in great confusion holding each other by the hand. (38) 
Our preceptor, sage Sandipani, when he learnt this, proceeded in search of us at sunrise and 
discovered us, his disciples, in that bewildered state. (39) He said, "My dear boys, you have 
been put to great hardship on my account. One's own self is dear to all more than anything 
else. How wonderful that you have shown your devotion to me by disregarding even the self. 
(40) A good disciple should offer with a sincere heart his all, including his very self, to the 
Guru. That is precisely what he should actually do in order to repay the debt to the Guru. (41) 
Ojewels of the twice-born, |am (supremely) pleased (with you); let all your desires be fulfilled, 
and may all the knowledge of the Vedas, that you have acquired from me, remain ever fresh 
in your memory. May it never fail you whether here or hereafter." (42) O friend, numerous 
incidents of this type occurred during our life at the preceptor's house. It is by the grace of 
the preceptor alone that man attains perfection and supreme peace. (43) 


MEIN SAI 
farenintdd tata wedi van wee aa areal Way Ise! 
weed wa te ara fad saat we qeq aiserafaser isu 
af aererrad He IRAs tea eT saa serrafaseifernseAa: 120 | 
The Brahmana replied : O God of gods, Preceptor of the World, what else remains to 
be achieved by me? (| have accomplished everything, realized everything) inasmuch as | 
enjoyed the privilege of staying in the preceptor's house with You, whose resolution is 
unfailing? (44) O Lord, the Vedas which are the repository of the four objects of life, viz., 
Dharma (virtue), Artha (prosperity), Kama (worldly enjoyments) and Moksa (salvation), 


constitute Your body. You went to the preceptor's house to study those very Vedas only to 
imitate the ways of men, as a matter of sport. (45) 


Thus ends the eightieth discourse forming part of the Story of Sudama, in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


BIHAN SATA: 


Discourse LXXXI 
The story of parched rice brought as a Present (for Sri Krsna) by Sudama 
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Sri Suka began again : ( Pariksit!) Bhagavan Sri Krsna knows the mind of all beings. 
He is devoted to Brahmanas (always takes care to relieve their suffering) and is the sole 


refuge of saints. Thus heartily talking alongwith that honourable Brahmana, He nowsmilingly 
spoke to His dear comrade in a jesting mood looking at him with eyes full of affection. (1-2) 
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The glorious Lord said : "O friend, what present have you brought for Me from your 
house? | consider as great even a small present offered by the devotee with real love; but 
a lot of things offered without devotion do not bring Me pleasure. (3) Whosoever offers to Me 
with love a leaf, a flower, a fruit or even water, | accept and heartily enjoy that offering of love 
by that man of purified intellect." (4) Pariksit, though encouraged by the Lord in this way, the 
Brahmana, feeling shy, did not present the handful of beaten rice to the Lord of Laksmi (the 
goddess of wealth) Himself. He (simply) hung his head. (5) But the Lord, who sees the mind 
of all beings, knew the cause of his visit. He said to Himself, "This Brahmanais a great friend 
of Mine; he never sought wealth from Me before. He approached Me now, at the entreaty of 
his devoted wife, whom he is naturally anxious to please. | shall bestow on him a fortune 
which is difficult of attainment even by the immortals." (6-7) Reflecting thus, the Lord 
snatched from under the covering of the Brahmana the beaten rice tied in a rag and said 
“Dear comrade, what is this? Here you have brought Me something which | like most. These 
grains of beaten rice will satisfy not only Me, but the whole world." (8-9) Saying this, 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna ate one handful of that beaten rice and took another to eat, when 
Rukmini, who was a manifestation of the Goddess of Wealth Herself, caught hold of the 
Lord's hand, for devoted as She was to the Lord Himself, She was unable to leave Him. (10) 
She said "O Lord of the universe, this is enough. One handful of rice is sufficient to please 
You and to bring one an abundance of wealth of all kind in this as well as the next world. 
(Taking more of it, please do not part with me as well.)" (11) 
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The Brahmana spentthe nightin Bhagavan SriKrsna's palace, partook of a hearty repast 


and felt himself as happy as if he were in the Lord's own paradise. (12) (Pariksit,) the next 
morning, (taking leave of Bhagavan Sri Krsna) he left for his home. The source of life of the 
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entire universe, the very embodiment of Self-enjoyment, Bhagavan Sri Krsna followed him 
to some distance, delighted him by sweet and polite words and bowed to him.(13) Even 
though the Brahmana did not receive any fortune from the Lord directly, he did not ask for 
anything himself. He felt ashamed of the meanness of his heart. He, however, felt supremely 
happy for having obtained the blessed sight of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (14) He said to himself, 

“Oh (wonder of wonders) | have seen today with my own eyes, Bhagavan Sri Krsna's love 
for a Brahmana. He is really a devotee of the Brahmanas. He clasped to His bosom, which 
is the abode of the Goddess of Wealth, a destitute like myself! (15) What affinity is there 
between me, a vile sinner and destitue (on the one hand), and SriKrsna, the abode of Laksmi 
(on the other). Only because | am born of Brahmana parents, He folded me in his arms. (16) 
Notonly that, like His own brother, He made me sit on the bed of His beloved consortRukmini, 

and finding me fatigued, Queen Rukmini fanned me with a chowry in Her hand. (17) The God 
of gods, who treats the Brahmana as His deity, shampooed my feet and rendered every other 
form of personal service to me and treated me with the respect due to a god! (18) Heavenly 
bliss, salvation, riches of this world or of the nether world, and all supernatural powers follow 
from the worship of His feet. (19) And yet He did not give me even a little wealth. Because 
He thought, poor as | was, wealth would completely turn my head and make me forget Him. 
Oh, how merciful is the Lord to me. (He has really done me an act of grace by withholding 
wealth from me). (20) 
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Musing inwardly thus, the Brahmana arrived near his house. There he found the area 
surrounded on all sides by seven-storeyed buildings resplendent as the sun, fire and the 
moon. (21) It was interpersed with beautiful gardens and parks which resounded with the 
warbling of birds of all descriptions, with ponds and pools in which various types of lilies and 
lotuses were in full blossom. (22) Well-adorned men and pretty women were moving here 
and there. The Brahmana stood puzzled at the sight. He said to himself, " What is this (am 
seeing in front of me)? Whose place is this? (Is it the same place where | lived ? If so,) what 
magic has transformed it into so many palaces?" (23) As he was engrossed in these 
thoughts, men and women, possessing the splendour of gods advanced to receive the 
blessed Brahmana singing and playing upon various musical instruments. (24) Hearing of 
the return of her lord, the wife of the Brahmana was extremely delighted (at heart), and in 
joyous impatience, hurriedly came out of the palace. She looked like the veritable Goddess 
Laksmi coming out of her abode. (25) At the sight of her husband her eyes became wet with 
tears of love and excitement. Closing her eyes (out of shyness) she respectfully bowed to 
him and mentally embraced him. (26) 
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The Brahmana was astonished to see his wife brilliant like a celestial lady and shining 
in the midst of maid-servants adorned with necklaces of gold. (27) Followed by her he now 
joyfully entered his own house, which contained hundreds of columns of gems and looked 
like the abode of the celestial king, Indra. (28) It was furnished with bedsteads made of ivory 
and plated with gold, the beds on which were spread sheets as white and soft as the foam 
of milk. Chowries with gold handles were hanging here and there. (29) There were seats of 
gold provided with soft cushions and strings of pearls hung from brilliant canopies. (30) The 
walls made of clear crystal were inlaid with emeralds, and excellent images of women made 
of precious stones held dazzling jewels in their hands to light up the rooms. (31) Seeing there 
such abundance of riches of all kinds come to him without any ostensible cause, the 
Brahmana reflected on this windfall with a calm mind: (32) "| am poor and unluckly from birth; 
Oh, wherefrom could this wonderful fortune come to me? Nothing but the (gracious look) of 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the crown-jewel of Yadus and the possessor of untold riches, could be 
the cause of this. (33) Sri Krsna (the Lord of the goddess of wealth and perfect in everyway), 
has infinite objects of enjoyment always at His disposal. Therefore, knowing the mind of His 
suppliant devotee, He gives in abundance to the latter, though He regards the gift as very 
insignificant and does not mention it to the devotee. My friend, the crest-jewel of Yadus, is 
generous like the cloud, (which though capable of filling up the ocean, sometimes does not 
choose to rain in the presence of the peasant, but inundates his fields at night when he is a 
sleep, and yet considers the gift as inadequate). (34) Though underrating His own abundant 
gifts, He makes much even of a small present by His devotee. The noble-minded Lord 
accepted with great delight the handfuls of beaten rice | took for Him. (35) May | secure from 
birth to birth His good-will, love, friendship and service. (1 have no need for wealth.) May | 
cherish ever-growing devotion to the lotus-feet of the glorious Lord, Bhagavan SriKrsna, the 
one abode of excellent qualities, and obtain association with His devotees! (36) Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna, who is ever free from the shackles of birth and death, is acquainted with the evil 
underlying worldly prosperity. He knows how the intoxication of wealth and power brings 
about the fall of many a wealthy man. That is why (out of compassion) He very often refuses 
to grant the prayer for wealth, kingdom and power of short-sighted devotees." (37) (Pariksit!) 
having reached this conclusion by force of his reason, the Brahmana in conjunction with his 
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wife enjoyed the worldly pleasures sparingly and without attachment, and his devotion 
to Sri Krsna grew from more to more. (38) 
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(Pariksit!) the almighty God of gods, the Lord of sacrifices, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
looks upon the Brahmana as His dwn Lord and deity. Therefore, there is no being ( on 
earth) greater than the Brahmana. (39) Now, this Brahmana, the friend of the Lord, 
realized that, though unconquerable by others, the Lord easily submits to the will of His 
devotee. Realizing this, he became absorbed in contemplation on the Lord. His ties of 
ignorance were cut asunder by force of this contemplation and before long he attained 
the abode of the Lord, the sole resort of saints. (40) (Pariksit !) the man who hears this 
account which illustrates Bhagavan Sri Krsna's love for the Brahmanas attains devotion 
to the Lord and obtains release from the bondage of Karma. (41) 


Thus ends the eighty-first discourse entitled “The story of beaten rice (taken by Sudama as 
a present for Sri Krsna),” in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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BIA Fuytfadqarseara: 
Discourse LXXxXIl 
Meeting of the Vrsnis with the Gopas and Gopis (of Vrndavana) 
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Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, once upon a time when Bhagavan Sri Krsna and 
Sri Balarama were (thus) residing in Dwaraka, there occurred a total eclipse of the sun, 
which (ordinarily) occurs at the time of universal destruction. (1) Having come to know 
of it (from astrologers) beforehand, people thronged from all sides to the sacred spot 
called Samanta-paficaka (Kuruksetra) with the object of earning merit or blessed- 
ness. (2) That is the place where, while exterminating the Ksatriyas on earth, Parasurama, 
the foremost warrior (of his time), caused five big tanks to be filled with their blood. (3) 
The almighty Lord Parasurama also performed a sacrifice there for the expiation of sin. 
Though ever untouched by good or evil Karma, He did it like an ordinary mortal in order 
to set an example before the world. (4) 
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Pariksit, on this great occasion for pilgrimage people from all parts of India, intent to wash 
away their sin, assembled at Kuruksetra. There came Yadus like Akrura, Vasudeva and 
Ugrasena (among the-elders), and Gada, Pradyumna, Samba and others (among the 
younger generation). (Pradyumna's son) Aniruddha and Krtavarma, the Yadava general, 
alongwith Sucandra, Suka and Sarana were left (at Dwaraka) for the protection of the city. 
The Yadus came all the way with great pomp and splendour. Adorned with necklaces of gold, 
garlands of celestial flowers and excellent clothes, and protected by armour, they looked like 
gods as they proceeded with their wives in chariots shining like aerial cars, on horses 
springing like waves, and on trumpeting elephants appearing like thundering clouds, and in 
palanquins, etc., carried by foot-men shining like Vidyadharas. (5—8) (Reaching Kuruksetra,) 
the (blessed )Yadus took their bath in the sacred waters, observed a fast according to the 
rule (during the eclipse) and made gifts of cows in right earnest to the Brahmanas adorning 
them with clothes, garlands and chains of gold. (On the conclusion of the eclipse) they again 
took their bath in the tanks associated with the name of Parasurama, and thereafter fed 
deserving Brahmanas with dainty dishes. Their object in doing all this was to strengthen their 
devotion to Bhagavan Sri Krsna's feet. (Then) the Yadus, who regarded Bhagavan SriKrsna 
alone as their deity, broke their fast with the permission of the Brahmanas and lay down to 
rest at pleasure under the cool shade of umbrageous trees. (After taking repose for a while) 
they began to visit their friends and relations among the princes that had congregated there 
on this occasion. (9—12) Kings of Matsya, Usinara, Kosala, Vidarbha, Kuru, Srfjaya, 
Kamboja, Kekaya, Madra, Kunti, Anarta, Kerala, and many other principalities, who were 
either their allies or enemies, had assembled there in their hundreds, O Pariksit! Besides, 
Nanda and the other Gopas, who were (great) friends of the Yadavas, and the Gopis, who 
had been long yearning to see Bhagavan Sri Krsna, had also arrived there. (The Yadus saw 
them all one after another.) (13-14) The joy they derived from one another's sight opened the 
buds of their heart. With faces glowing like lotuses in full blossom and with tears trickling 
down their eyes, they clasped one another in close embrace. Their hair stood on end, their 
voices got choked with emotion and all were transported with joy. (15) (Like the men) the 
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women also greeted and looked at one another with smiles and side long glances full of love 
and folded one another in their arms. While doing so they pressed to their bosoms the 
bosoms of another smeared with saffron-paste, and tears of love stood in their eyes. (16) The 
younger ones bowed to the elders, and were themselves bowed to by those still younger, and 
welcoming one another and enquiring after their mutual welfare, they related to one another 
(enchanting) stories of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (17) 


Ta an ayia qaaM, fleawata wrquetigeg a wet deme Ya: 1221 
(Pariksit!) Kunti, when she saw her brothers and sisters with their children, as also her 
parents, sisters-in-law and Bhagavan Sri Krsna, had her grief soothed in conversation with 
them. (18) 
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Kunti (addressing Vasudeva) said : My brother, | find myself extremely unfortunate. 
Not a single desire of mine has been fulfilled. What a pity that even noble brothers like you 


should forget me during my calamities! (19) | am now convinced that friends, relations, sons, 
brothers and even parents forget one on whom fortune does not smile. (Why should | blame 


you for this?) (20) 
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Vasudeva replied: Dear sister, do not find fault with us. We, mortals, are nothing but toys 
in the hands of Providence. The world is subject to the control of the Supreme Ruler, and 
everyone acts and is made to act according to His will. (21) Sister, you are aware how 


harassed by Karnsa, we had to flee from one quarter to another. It is only now that we have 
been restored to a secure position by Providence. (22) 
sarq 
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Sri Suka resumed : (Pariksit!) (all) the kings present there were duly honoured by 
Vasudeva, Ugrasena and the other Yadus, and they felt supremely delighted and gratified 
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at the sight of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (23) Pariksit! Bhisma, Drona, Dhrtarastra, Gandhari with 
her sons (Duryodhana and others), the Pandavas with their consorts, Kunti, Srijaya, Vidura, 
Krpacarya, Kuntibhoja, Virata, Bhismaka, the great king Nagnajit, Purujit, Drupada, Salya, 
Dhrstaketu alongwith the king of Kasi, Damaghosa, Visalaksa, the king of Mithila, the kings 
of Madra and Kekaya, Yudhamanyu and Sugarma, Bahlika and others with their sons— 
these and other kings, who had accepted the suzerainty of Yudhisthira, were astonished to 
see the person of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the abode of all excellence and beauty, together with 
His consorts. (24—27) Sri Balarama and Bhagavan Sri Krsna duly honoured them all, and 
they in their turn joyfully extolled ( the good fortune of ) the Yadus, who were the kinsfolk of 
Bhagavan Sri Krspa and lived under His care. (28) (Addressing Ugrasena,) they said." O 
king of Bhojas! of all men in this world you Yadus alone have realized the fruit of your 
existence inasmuch as you constantly have before your eyes Bhagavan Sri Krsna, who can 
rarely be seen even by the greatest of Yogis. (29) The glory of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, which 
is sung by the Vedas (with such zest), the Ganga water that washes His feet and His 
utterances in the form of the scripture go a long way in purifying the world. The earth had of 
late been robbed of its splendour by Time; its potentialities have now been revived by the 
mere touch of His lotus-like feet, and it has once more begun to yield all the objects of our 
desire. (30) You Yadus have both marital and lineal relationship with Sri Krsna. You 
constantly see Him, touch His sacred person, walk with Him, chat with Him, sit close to Him, 
eat with Him and even sleep with Him. Even though you lead the life of a householder, which 
ordinarily paves the way to hell, you have constaintly in your midst all-pervading Lord Visnu 
Himself, whose very sight puts an end to the craving not only for heaven but for salvation 


itself." (31) 
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Sri Suka continued : (Pariksit,) when (the celebrated Gopa) Nanda learnt that Bhagavan 
SriKrsna and the other Yadus had come to Kuruksetra, he too came there together with other 
Gopas to see them with abundant supplies of provisions in their carts. (32) The Yadus were 
delighted to see Nanda (and his companions). They stood up to receive him, even as dead 
bodies are spurred into activity when infused with new life. Having been anxious for long to 
meet him, they embraced him tightly. (83) Vasudeva embraced Nanda with great delight and 
was overwhelmed with emotion as he recollected (one by one) the persecutions to which 
he had been subjected by Karnsa, and how he had been compelled to place his sons in 
Nanda's keeping at Gokula. (34) Bhagavan Sri Krsna and Sri Balarama embraced their 
foster-parents Nanda and Yasoda and bowed to them. Pariksit, overwhelmed with emotion, 
they could not utter a word as their throats were choked with tears. (35) The blessed Yasoda 
and Nanda, too, made their foster-sons sit on their lap and folded them in their arms. This 


464 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 82 


eteentKennNKenKeKN Kee NKAKKKKKKEKKeKhenKKeeNHKrHAHeNNTHKHNHeKAKKKE KH eH HK 


removed the agony of their heart (caused by the long separation from their children, the 
apples of their eyes.) (36) Rohini and Devaki too embraced Yasoda, and remembering her 
friendly behaviour towards them spoke to her in faltering words with their throats choked with 
tears:—(37) "Yasoda, we can never forget the continued friendship you have’ showed to us. 
It is not possible for us to repay that debt, even if we obtain the fortune of Indra, the ruter of 
paradise. (Can anyone be so ungrateful as to forget that service of yours?) (38) When Sri 
Balarama and Sri Krsna had not even seen their parents and their father left them under your 
care, you protected them even as the eye-lashes protect the eyes. You gave them 
nourishment, protection and loving caresses and performed propitiatory rites for their 
welfare. In fact, you did all the duty of parents to them. Under your care, they had no cause 
of fear from anyone. (It was but meet and proper for you to treat them as your own children, 
for) noble souls like you make no distinction between one who is their own and one who is 
not so. (O consort of Nanda! you and your husband both are really great souls.") (39) 
sara 
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Sri Suka went on: (Pariksit ! | have already told you that the highest object of the Gopis' 
love was Bhagavan Sri Krsna.) When seeing Him, they used to curse the Creator for having 
provided their eyes with eye-lashes (which interrupted their vision by falling every moment). 
Seeing the Lord, for whom they had cherished such intense longing, after such a long time, 
they all ushered Him into their heart through ( the gateway of) the eyes and holding Him in 
close embrace mentally became one with Him. The state of oneness with the Lord attained 
by them through Love was not within the easy reach of even those who are ever united with 
Him through meditation. (40) When the Almighty Lord (Bhagavan Sri Krsna) found the Gopis 
in that state (of absorption), He saw them in private, embraced them, enquired after their 
health and smilingly said as follows:—(41) " (Dear) friends, for the service of our people, We 
had to go (out of Vraja and leaving friends like you) had to engage ourselves in destroying 
enemies. Do you still remember Us who have been out of sight for a long time? (42) | hope 
you do not entertain a low opinion of us, considering us as ungrateful? (You will be unfair 
to Me, if you do so.) It is God's will that unites or disunites beings. (43) Just as the wind 
brings together or scatters clouds, blades of grass, flakes of cotton, particles of dust, even 
so the Creator brings together or scatters beings of His creation. (44) Friends, it is a matter 
for congratulation that you have developed that ( transcendental) Love for Me, which 
(automatically) leads to My realization; and | need not tell you that loving devotion to Me 
brings immortality to all who practise it. (45) | am the beginning and end of all beings and 
pervade them both inside and outside, even as the elements, viz., the earth, water, air, fire 
and ether constitute the beginning and end of all material objects and pervade them both 
inside and outside, O fair ones! (46) These five elements have entered into the constitution 
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of all physical bodies as their material causes, whereas the spirit or self resides in them as 
the enjoyer or the individual self. |am the Ego Absolute beyond them both. In fact, both these 
appear in Me. " (47) 
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SriSuka continued : (Pariksit!) Bhagavan Sri Krsna thus instructed the Gopis in spiritual 
lore. Revolving that in their mind, again and again, the Gopis got rid of their ego-body and 
became one with the Supreme Self. (48) They said, " O Lord, from whose navel sprung the 
lotus where Brahma, the creator, took His birth, the greatest of Yogis, possessed of infinite 
wisdom, contemplate on Your lotus-like feet in their hearts. Your feet alone serve as the 
support to enable people fallen in the abyss of mundane existence to get out of it. (O Lord,) 


occupied as we are with our household duties, kindly bless us that Your lotus-feet may ever 


remain present before our mental eyes, ( so that we may never forget them even for a 
moment)." (49) 


Thus ends the eighty-second discourse entitled "The Meeting of the Vrsnis with the Gopas and 
Gopis of Vraja", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXXXIll 
Conversation between Bhagavan Sri Krsna's consorts and Draupadi 
Se SATA 
aaa war eT a Teta: | afefmenged wats qedisore 2 | 
a Wa were UGE: Wah: | TeeEATARTTeaediER: 121 
aisha aura weet qaqa afas 
fafa a oauigers owe eat | teneeyfafeer.| 2 | 
feaissmera faa aa eT SHS TA \ 
fo weet AT AlY | 
Sri Suka began again : (Pariksit!) the almighty Lord (Bhagavan Sri Krsna) was the 
Preceptor of the Gopis, as well as the goal (which they sought to attain through the practice 
of His teachings). Having thus shown His favour to them, the Lord saw Yudhisthira and all 
(other) friends and enquired about their welfare. (1) (Pariksit!) their sins disappeared at the 
very sight of the lotus-feet of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. Kindly enquired after and duly honoured 


by the Lord of the (three) worlds, they felt delighted at heart, and replied:—(2) " (Blessed) 
Lord, exalted souls enjoy with their mind the nectar of your lotus-feet, which occasionally 
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flows out through their lips (in the form of the stories of Your enchanting sports). Those who 
quaff this nectar to their heart's fill with the cup of their ears are rid of all ignorance in respect 
of You—ignorance, which is the root of corporeal existence of all embodied beings. How can 
any evil befall them? (3) Lord, You are an embodiment of unfailing wisdom and a perfect 
ocean of Bliss. The three states of the soul occasioned by its contact with the mind (viz., 
wakefulness, dream and dreamless sleep) cannot touch even the fringe of Your effulgent 
Being and melt away even in Its proximity. You are the sole resort of recluses, who have lost 
all consciousness of the world. You have assumed a human semblance through Your own 
inconceivable Yogamaya (enchanting power) in order to protect the Vedas whose influence 
had waned through the force of time. We offer our obeisances to You." (4) 
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Sri Suka continued : (Pariksit!) when Yudhisthira and others were thus extolling the 
most glorious Lord (Bhagavan Sri Krsna), ladies of the Yadava and Kaurava families met 


together and began to relate to one another the stories of Bhagavan Sri Krsna sung 
throughout the three worlds. | shall now tell you (in detail) what they said. Please listen. (5) 
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Draupadi said : Rukmini, Bhadra, Jambavati, Satya, Satyabhama, Kalindi, Saibya, 
Laksmana, Rohini and other consorts of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, (please) tell me how the 
glorious Lord Bhagavan Sri Krsna espoused you. Though God Himself, He behaves like a 
mortal through His own Maya (enchanting power)." (6-7) 
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Rukmini said : (Draupadi,) Jarasandha and the other kings wanted that | should be given 
in marriage to SiSupala. They came armed for a fight to carry out this intention of theirs. But 
the Lord took me away from their midst even as a lion carries away its prey from a herd of 
goats and sheep. (It is no wonder that He should do so; for) even invincible warriors bear the 
dust of His feet on their crowns. (Dear Draupadi, | sincerely wish that) the lotus-feet of my 
Lord, the repository of all prosperity and beauty, may be available to me for worship from 


(birth to birth). (8) 
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Satyabhama said : (Draupadi,) my father was sorely grieved at the death of his brother 
(Prasena); he, therefore, charged the Lord with Prasena's murder. In order to wipe off this 
stigma cast on Him, the Lord vanquished the lord of bears, Jambavan, (in battle) and winning 
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the jewel from him restored it to my father. Seized with fear on account of the false imputation 
made by him, my father bestowed the jewel on the Lord alongwith myself, even though he 
had affianced me to another. (9) 
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Jambavati said : (Draupadi,) my father (Jambavan, the lord of bears,) was unaware that 
my Lord was the same as Sri Rama, (his own lord and deity). (Therefore,) he fought the Lord 
for twenty-seven days. After this test when he recognized the Lord (to be Sri Rama Himself), 
he took hold of His feet and offered’me as a present, together with the jewel. May | continue 
to be His slave (from birth to birth, is my only prayer to the Lord). (10) 
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K&lindi said : (Draupadi !) when the Lord came to know that | was practising austerities 
in the hope of obtaining the privilege to touch His feet, He came with his friend (Arjuna), and 
espoused me. | have now the privilege of sweeping His house. (11) 
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Mitravinda said : (Draupadi !) my father called an assembly of kings at his capital to 

enable me to elect my own partner in life. The Lord too attended the assembly and, 
vanquishing all the kings (in battle), took me away to His capital (Dwaraka), which is the 
abode of all excellence and beauty, even as the lion carries away his prey from a pack of 
dogs. My brothers, who offered Him resistance, with a view to delivering me from His hands 
and thereby injuring me, were equally worsted in the fight. | now seek that in every life | may 
get the privilege of washing His feet. (12) 
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Satya said : (Draupadi !) in order to test the strength of the kings (who had assembled 
to seek my hand), my father had secured seven oxen endowed with inordinate strength and 
energy and very sharp horns. These oxen had shattered the pride of many a valiant warrior; 
but the Lord playfully and quickly took hold of them, (put strings through their noses) and 
brought them under His power in no time, even as children deal with kids. (13) Thus winning 

“me as a reward for His strength, my Lord carried me to Dwaraka with all my attendant maids 
under the protection of a strong army. He conquered on the way all the princes who tried to 
intercept. (O queen, my only desire now is that) | may (always) get the opportunity of serving 
Him. (14) 
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Bhadra said : Draupadi, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the son of my maternal uncle. Knowing 
that | had given my heart to Him, my father sent for Sri Krsna of his own accord and bestowed 
me on Him, with an army consisting of one Aksauhini and many maids-of-honour. (15) | now 
consider that my highest good lies in obtaining in every birth the touch of His feet, wherever 
| may be thrown by the force of my Karma. (16) 


BaeTtary 
maf owed et gaara 
fad dee faa vse ga: gaara fae star ieyl 

Wet 4a ud aia fa ceqaae: | gear sft | weraearormeitear ec 

am eaat uit nea: weer qa: | sd a Sfereal sead WAS TET Ie! 

seated, adeat yo sreaqdifead: gel sales: aoa: BEER: 1201 

foo wufn: ad andi aera: | aneg: wat am ag odfe fea: 1221 

area ager, afead wea Hduetienn: 1 srepife sat aay Uaqtaasga gar: 1221 

wa pam di amenagefe: 1 dit cafes: aoif arferdereaferfer 1231 

Tene Fe atest ara a aeafaf wef adisgae aot afead Tey TEL RY 
Laksmana said : O queen, Devarsi Narada frequently sings the story of the descent and 
sports of the Lord on earth. Having heard those songs and duly considering the fact that 
Laksmi, the goddess of wealth, rejecting (Indra and) the (other) guardians of the world, had 
chosen Him as her consort, | set my heart on the Lord. (17) O virtuous lady ! my father, who 
is known by the name of Brhatsena, loved me intensely. When he came to know of my mind, 
he contrived a plan for carrying it into effect. (18) O queen, just as on the occasion of your self- 
choice of a husband your father invented the device of a fish in order to get Arjuna for you, my 
father too invented a similar device, with this difference that the fish was totally screened 
externally and only its reflection could be seen in the water. (19) Hearing of this, kings versed 
in the secrets of archery, and the use of all other arms comes alongwith their teachers, in their 
thousands from all sides to the capital of my father. (20) All were honoured by my father with 
due regard to their prowess and age. With their heart set on (winning) me, they took up the bow 
and arrow keptin thatassembly and attempted, (turn by turn,) to hit the mark. (21) Some ofthem 
lifted the bow but finding themselves unable to string it left it where it was. Others succeeded 
in drawing the string as far as the other end of the bow, but (unable to fasten it to that end) fell 
down struck by it. (22) Greatest warriors like Jarasandha, Sisupala, the king of Ambastha, 
Bhima, Duryodhana and Karna succeeded in stringing the bow, but could not locate the 
fish.(23) Seeing the reflection of the fish in the water, Arjuna was able to locate it, discharged 
the arrow aiming at it with great care, but failed to hit it, the arrow only touching the fish. (24) 
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(O queen !) the pride of the proudest of princes having thus been crushed, most of the 
kings returned to their seats (giving up all hopes of winning me). It was then that the almighty 
Lord took up the bow, strung it sportfully, joined the arrow to it, and looking but once at the 
reflection of the fish pierced it by His shaft and brought it down to the ground. The sun was 
at the meridian at that time. (25-26) (O good Draupadi!) shouts of victory were raised all over 
the earth while celestial drums began to sound in the heavens and gods transported with joy 
showered flowers. (27) (O queen !) | entered the arena at that moment, with the anklets at 
my feet sweetly jingling. | wore round my loins a new piece of finest silk and had wrapped 
myself with another. With flowers adorning my braid and bashful smiles on my lips, | carried 
in my hands a brilliant necklace of jewels wrought in gold. (28) Thick tresses of hair overhung 
my face and brilliant ear-rings added lustre to my cheeks. Lifting up my face | glanced at the 
kings on all sides with enlivening smiles and sidelong looks and with a heart over-flowing with 
love gently placed the necklace round the neck of my Lord. (29) The moment | placed the 
necklace round His neck, clay tomtoms, tabors, conchs, drums and kettledrums were 
sounded; male and female dancers began to dance, and songsters began to sing (in various 
tunes). (30) 
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Draupadi ! when | thus chose my beloved Lord as my life's partner, the other love-lorn 
monarchs grew (extremely) jealous and were very much upset at their discomfiture. (31) In 
the meanwhile my Lord, possessed of four arms, (at once) placed me on His chariot drawn 
by four excellent horses and, lifting up His bow and putting on His armour stood prepared 
for battle. (32) Daruka drove the chariot decorated with gold as all the kings looked on, O 
queen, and the Lord proceeded to Dwaraka even as the lion passes through a herd of 
deer.(33) Lifting up their bows and prepared for a battle, some of those kings pursued my 
Lord with a view to obstructing Him on the way; but their attempt was no more successful than 
that of dogs to check the lion. (34) Some of them fell in battle, their arms, legs and necks being 
torn asunder by the arrows discharged from the Sarnga bow of the Lord; while others 
abandoning the fight took to their heels. (35) 
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Then the Lord of the Yadus, like the very sun, entered His home, the city of Dwaraka, 
whose glories are sung in heaven as well as on earth. The city was specially decorated on 
this day with various ornamental arches and streamers which screened off the rays of the 
sun. (36) My father honoured all his friends, relations and kinsmen with valuable textiles 
and ornaments, beds, seats and other articles. (37) Though my dearest Lord lacks nothing 
being complete by Himself (in everyway) and delights only in the Self, yet my father out of 
love presented Him with a number of maid-servants, all kinds of wealth, foot-soldiers, 
elephants, chariots, horses and many valuable weapons. (O queen !) we must have (in our 
previous lives) practised great austerities giving up attachment to all. That is why in this 
birth we earned the privilege of actually working as His maid-servants in the household of 
our Lord. (38-39) 


ew FY: 
ahi fee aot af aa eer arava a: faxed frst: 1 
Popa dofafattamgercdt: merge offers @ aga: io! 
a ad aifia crore ere deerga | aut one a atest at wt: EMIX 
ara «Ue sitar: fra: | gagged yet tg aarya: 121 
afer aq aneta yfernguediea: | magreadt tia: reel AER: 1%3! 
ofa airrarrad erg oes Heat aA sae apse: 1231 


Rohini (on behalf of the sixteen thousand consorts) said: Having conquered many 
a king during his expeditions for world conquest, Bhaumasura had made us, their 
daughters, captive and kept us confined in his palace. When, having put an end to Bhauma 
and all his forces in battle, He came to know of our existence in his palace. He liberated 
us and, though Perfect in Himself married us (all), knowing as He did that we ever 
contemplated on His lotus- feet, which bring emancipation from the bondage of birth and 
death. (40) O virtuous lady, we crave not for universal sovereignty on earth, or for rulership 
of the heaven, for the enjoyments attaching to both these positions or for supernatural 
powers, for the position of Brahma, or for Liberation or for (the various forms of personal 
existence in) the (eternal) abode of God.(41) We (only) desire that we may (continue to) 
bear on our head the glorious dust of the lotus-feet of our Lord, which is scented with the 
saffron on the bosom of Laksmi (the goddess of wealth). (42) We long for the touch of the 
(sacred) feet of the glorious Lord, which the Gopas and the Gopis, the Bhila women, nay 
the very creepers and blades of grass craved for where He tended cows in Vraja (May this 
yearning of our heart be fulfilled by the Lord). (43) 


Thus ends the eighty-third discourse, in the latter half of Book Ten of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXXXIV 


An account of the pilgrimage (undertaken by Lord Sri Krsna) 
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Sri Suka began again : (Pariksit !) hearing of this deep attachment of the consorts of Sri 
Krsna, the Soul of the universe, to His person, Kunti, Gandhari, Draupadi, Subhadra, the 
consorts of the other kings and even the Gopis, whom He held so dear, were all greatly 
astonished and their eyes were bedimmed with tears of joy. (1) When ladies were thus talking 
with ladies and men with men, a number of sages appeared on the spot for the sight of 
Bhagavan SriKrsna and Sri Balarama. (2) The more prominent of them were Krsnadwaipayana 
(Vyasa), Devarsi Narada, Cyavana, Devala, Asita, Viswamitra, Satananda, Bharadwaja, 
Gautama, the glorious Parasurama with his disciples, Vasistha, Galava, Bhrgu, Pulastya, 
Kasyapa, Atri, Markandeya, Brhaspati, Dwita, Trita, Ekata, Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana 
and Sanatkumara, Angira, Agastya, Yajnavalkya, Vamadeva, and (a few) others. (3—5) 
Seeing these Rsis, revered and worshipped by.the world, all the kings who had been sitting 
there from before, including (Yudhisthira and) the (other) Pandavas, Sri Krsna and Balarama 
at once stood up and bowed to them. (6) (There) SriKrsna, Balarama andall (those who were 
present there) welcomed them with sweet words and duly honoured them by offering seats, 
water to wash their hands and feet with, garlands, incense, sandal-paste etc. (7) When the 


sages were comfortably seated, the Lord, who had appeared on earth for the protection of 
virtue, spoke (as follows) with the great assembly silently listening to Him. (8) 
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The glorious Lord said : Today our life has been highly blessed, and the object of our 
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taking birth has been fully realized; (for) we have been honoured with a visit from the great 
Masters of Yoga, whose sight cannot be easily obtained even by the gods. (9) How can 
people whose austerities are poor, and who see God cabined in a particular image (only), 
gain (the rare privilege of) your sight and touch, of inquiring about your health etc., and of 
offering you salutations and worship ? (10) Sacred waters alone do not possess purificatory 
virtues, nor do images of clay and stone alone represent the deities. Whereas these purify 
aman after one has recourse to them and worshipped them for a long time, holy men purify 
by their very sight. (11) The gods presiding over fire, the sun, the moon, the stars, the earth, 
water, ether, air, speech and mind, when worshipped, cannot completely wash off our sins, 
inasmuch as they promote our sense of diversity; whereas the wise wipe off our sins even 
if we serve them for a few minutes, (less than an hour). (12) (O sages and assembled friends) 
he who looks upon His contemptuous body (which is virtually dead), constituted of the three 
elements of wind, bile and phlegm as the self, those related to the body (wife etc.) as one's 
own and images of clay, stone or wood as his objects of worship, and who regards the sacred 
waters alone as purifying, and never so the men of wisdom, is indeed, a donkey among cows 
(in human form). (13) 
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SriSukaresumed: (Pariksit,) Bhagavan SriKrsnais the possessor of unfailing wisdom. 
Hearing the above words from His lips, the sages kept silent. Unable to make out the meaning 
of those mysterious words, they got confounded. (14) After long consideration they came to 
the conclusion that though the (Supreme) Lord of the universe, He was behaving like an 
ordinary man subject to the law of Karma just in order to teach a lesson to the world. Realizing 
this, they smiled and addressed Sri Krsna (the supreme Teacher of the world) as follows. (15) 
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The sages said: (Lord, even) great progenitors of the world (like Marici) and the 
highest sages like us stand deluded by Your Maya (enchanting power). The almighty 
Lord of the universe, You behave like an ordinary creature, concealing Your true Self 
behind Your seemingly human activities. Oh, (all) Your sports are (really) most wonderful. (16) 
Just as the earth (though one) assumes different names and forms through its various 
products (viz., the tree, stone, jar etc., which are essentially the same as the earth), 
even so, though one, You assume various names and forms and, though static, You 
create and protect the universe and (finally) swallow up the same by Your own Self and 
(yet) these activities do not bind You. Oh, what is all this but a mere sport on Your part, 
O perfect one! (17) (Lord,) though You are the (supreme) Spirit beyond the realm of 
Prakrti (Nature), You assume from time to time a Form made of pure Sattva for the 
protection of Your devotees and suppression of the wicked and by Your example 
maintain (and perpetuate) the eternal Vedic path. (Really speaking) it is You who 
manifest Yourself in the form of the different castes and orders. (18) (Lord,) the Vedas 
constitute Your immaculate heart; through askesis, study, meditation and Samadhi 
(absorption) You are realized there in both Your Manifest and Unmanifest aspects, as 
well as in Your transcendental aspect which is beyond these two (and is the substratum 
of both). (19) Since You are known through the medium of the Vedas (which are stored 
in the heart of the Brahmanas), it is the Brahmanas who are the real medium of your 
realization. O Perfect One ! that is why You are the foremost patron of the Brahmanas, 
and that is why You honour them so much. (20) In You lies the culmination of all 
blessings; You are the sole refuge of saints. Having met You today we have attained 
the fruition of our birth, learning, austerities and wisdom. (21) (Lord!) Your wisdom is 
unbounded; You are the Supreme Spirit, the Embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and Bliss. 
You have concealed Your glory by Your own Yogamaya (enchanting power). We offer 
salutation to You as such. (22) The kings assembled here, and even the Yadus, who 
enjoy life together (with You), do not (truly) know You as the Universal Soul, the Time- 
spirit and Ruler of the universe, veiled as You are by Your own Maya. (23) As a 
dreaming person looks upon all objects of his dream as real, and regards his dream- 
formed body which is perceived (only) with the mind and exists in name alone—as his 
self, and not the body of his waking life, which is out of his mind for the time being, 
(even) so (in waking life) when the mind gets deluded by Maya in the form of the 
wandering of the senses among their objects which exist only in name, its discrimination 
gets clouded, and the Jiva fails to realize You who stand beyond the waking life.(24-25) 
(O Lord !) sages who have attained ripeness of Yoga succeed in enthroning in their 
heart Your lotus-feet, which are the origin of the holy waters of the Ganga, which wipe 
off heaps of sins. We are glad we have seen those feet today. Lord, we are Your 
devotees. (Pray) shower Your grace on us. Now the (highest) state of Your realization 
is attained only by those who through their overflowing devotion succeed in shedding 
their ego, which obscures the souls. (26) 
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Sri Suka continued: O royal sage ! having thus (praised and) taken leave of the Lord, 
King Dhrtarastra and (the virtuous) Yudhisthira, the sages thought of returning to their 
hermitages. (27) Perceiving this, the illustrious Vasudeva approached them. Bowing to them, 


[565] B.M. Part II—44 


474 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA { Dis. 84 


CIOECIIDROIORIIOIR IONE ERROR UR IIE Rn rior REE a RoR Err non son EI ROR It Ron Rano tin Ror foteietot in eriie mene m ereeertemrtrarer 


and clasping their feet, he addressed them with great humility. (28) 
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Vasudeva submitted : Sages, in you reside all the gods,” | offer my salutations to you. 
Kindly listen to me. (Pray) tell us by what sort of activity one may be able to rid oneself of all 
Karma and (the desire for Karma). (29) 
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Devarsi Narada replied : O sages, it is no great wonder that regarding Sri Krsna as his 
child, Vasudeva should inquire of us with a view to his enlightenment, the road to his spiritual 
welfare. (30) For human beings are generally prone to underrate those who are near them 
We find persons living on the banks of the Ganga leaving the Ganga water and resorting to 
other sacred waters for their purification. (31) Sri Krsna's self-awareness is never obscured 
by the processes of creation, preservation and dissolution of the universe, which are carried 
out by Time. It does not suffer diminution on any account (either) by itself or through any 
external cause, or through the action of the Gunas. (32) His wisdom is never obscured by the 
(five) afflictions (in the shape of ignorance, egotism, attraction, repulsion and fear of death), 
nor by (virtuous and sinful) Karmas, nor by their fruits (in the form of joy and sorrow), nor again 
by the ebb and flow of Sattvika (and) the (other) Gunas. He is the one Lord, without a second. 
When He veils Himself under His own potencies, the vital airs etc., ignorant people consider 
Him as veiled, even as when the vision gets obstructed by clouds, mist and eclipse, etc., 
people regard the sun as screened by them. (33) 
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Addressing Vasudeva, (as follows) within the hearing of Sri Krsna, Balarama and the 
kings (present there), O king, the sages then said: (34) The best way of neutralizing past acts 


and wiping out the desire for future action through action itself is to propitiate, with (due) 
reverence, Visnu, the Lord of all sacrifices, through sacrifices. (35) Perceiving through the 
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eye of the Sastras, the all-knowing sages have declared it to be the easiest means of attaining 
tranquillity of mind, and a sacred duty the performance of which brings delight to the 
heart.(36) For the twice-born householder the most propitious course is to perform with 
reverence the worship of the Supreme Person expending (liberal sums of) money earned by 
fair means. (37) O Vasudeva, a wise man should get rid of his thirst for wealth by performing 
sacrifices and making gifts, his craving for wife and children by enjoying the pleasures of a 
married life, and his desire for the enjoyment of the higher worlds etc., by thoughts of their 
being subject to the ravages of Time, Having (thus) renounced all (the three types of) desires 
even athome, the wise proceeded to the forest for askesis. (38) O Vasudeva, the Brahmana, 
the Ksatriya and the Vaisya are born with debts to gods, the Rsis and the manes. He who 
renounces the home without discharging these debts through the performance of sacrifices, 
study of the scriptures and by begetting a son respectively (surely) falls. (39) (O wise 
Vasudeva,) you are as a matter of fact free from your debts to the Rsis and the manes now. 
Pay off your debt to the gods (too) through the performance of sacrifices, and thus freed from 
all obligations you may quit the home. (40) Vasudeva, you have surely worshipped Sri Hari, 
the Lord of the universe, with supreme devotion. That is why He has accepted the role of a 


son to you. (41) 
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Sri Suka went on : (Pariksit,) hearing the aforesaid words of the Rsis the high-minded 
Vasudeva sought their favour by saluting them with his head bent low and appinted them to 
officiate as priests at his sacrificial performance.(42) Duly appointed as priests, O king, the 
Rsis helped the pious Vasudeva in performing a number of sacrifices on the largest scale 
in that holy place. (43) On Vasudeva being initiated for the sacrifice, the Yadus and (other) 
kings took their bath, put on their best attire and ornaments and adorned themselves with 
garlands of lotuses. (44) The consorts of Vasudeva too adorned themselves with gold 
necklaces and besmeared their bodies with sandal-paste and, clad in their best attire, 
joyously entered the sacrificial hall with offerings in their hands. (45) Clay tomtoms, tabors, 
conchs, drums, kettledrums and other musical instruments were sounded (at the time); 
dancers, both male and female danced; bards and panegyrists uttered praises; Gandharva 
women with their husbands sang beautiful songs. (46) Vasudeva applied collyrium to his 
.eyes and anointed his body with butter. The priests (then) consecrated him alongwith his 
eighteen wives by sprinkling water on them, just as (in the ancient times) the moon and the stars 
were consecrated, (47) Initiated for the sacrifice and clad in deer skin Vasudeva looked most 
charming with his wives who were all dressed in (beautiful) saris and adorned with bracelets, 
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necklaces, anklets and ear-rings. (48) Clad in silk and adorned with jewels, the priests and 
supervisors of the sacrifice shone like the priests at the sacrifice performed by Indra (the slayer 
of Vrtra). (49) Sri Krsna and Balarama, the Rulers of (all) Jivas shone brightly on that occasion 
with their relations, consorts and sons, who were Their part manifestations.(50) 
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At the end of each sacrifice, Vasudeva performed, in accordance with the scripturals 
ordinance, the Agnihotra and other sacrifices as well as those falling under the category 
of Prakrta and Vaikrta sacrifices, and thereby worshipped and propitiated Visnu (the Lord 
of all substances, rituals and the Mantras with which they are performed). (51) Then in due 
time he adorned the priests well (with clothes and ornaments) and gave them sacrificial 
fees and also gifted them duly adorned cow and girls as well as lands and abundant 
wealthy as laid down in the scriptures. (52) After going through the ritual of Patnisamyaja 
(which is a part of the sacrifice) and the rites connected with the concluding bath, those 
great sages who had officiated as priests of the Sacrifice followed Vasudeva to the tank 
named after Parasurama and performed their ablutions there. (53) After taking their bath, 
Vasudeva and his wives gave away all their ornaments and clothes to the bards and, 
adorning themselves well (with new ornaments and dress) entertained all classes of men 
and animals down to the dog. (54) He honoured with extensive presents (all) his relations 
alongwith their wives and son as well as the princes of Vidarbha, Kosala, Kuru, Kasi, 
Kekaya and Srfjaya, the supervisors of the sacrifice, the priests, hosts of gods, men, 
spirits, manes and the celestial bards. They (all) took leave of Sri Krsna (the abode of Sri) 
and left for their homes praising the sacrifice. (55-56) (Pariksit,) king Dhrtarastra, Vidura, 
Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna, Bhisma, Drona, Kunti, Nakula, Sahadeva, Devarsi 
Narada, Bhagavan Vyasa, and other friends and relations and kinsmen felt the agony of 
separation (when leaving their friends, the Yadus). With their hearts moistened through 
affection, they embraced the Yadus and departed for their homes with (great difficulty). The 
other people also left with them. (57-58) (Pariksit,) honoured with extensive presents by 
Sri Krsna, Balarama, Ugrasena and others, Nanda, alongwith the other Gopas, out of love 
for them, stayed (there for some time more). (59) (O dear king,) having (thus) easily 
realized his great ambition like one who crosses an ocean without much effort, Vasudeva 
felt (greatly) delighted at heart. In the midst of his friends and relations he took Nanda by 
the hand, and addressed him (thus). (60) 
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Vasudeva said : Brother (Nanda), God has forged for men a bond which is known by 
the name of affection. | think the greatest of warriors and Yogis find it difficult to undo it. (61) 
Highly virtuous as you are, the friendship you have shown to us, ungrateful souls, is 
unparalleled and cannot be repaid; and yet (we know) it will never cease (it will continue for 
ever). (62) O bfother, formerly we could not do any good turn to you precisely because we 
were helpless, and now we are blinded by intoxication of wealth and power and do not look 
at you even though you stand before us. (63) O virtuous brother, let not royal fortune fall to 
the lot of one who seeks blessedness. Blinded by it, man fails to recognize even his own 
kinsmen and relations. (64) 


Se ara 
wa «oo tteattfeeafon «amg: sate cept BT reaafawites: a4) 
Fae Fey: Page Seo fara: | ste a sft ora aaheratfadisrad 185 | 
aa: ara: yaa: was: aearda: | cTatMedtammeiatess: IRI 
agra puirgasenaty: | area uftad anlar aefiebat ec) 
wa Tims tag wWeacomgsti aa: fad oddetien wet aa: ial 


Sri Suka continued : (Pariksit,) Vasudeva's heart melted with love as he said all this. 
Tears rushed to his eyes, as he remembered the love and friendship which Nanda bore to 
him and he began to weep. (65) Anxious to please his friend and out of affection for Sri Krsna 
and Balarama, Nanda put off his departure from day to day and stayed (there) for three 
months receiving the best attentions of the Yadus.(66) They gratified him and his brother 
Gopas and other residents of Vraja (who had accompanied him) with enjoyments of various 
kinds as well as with valuable ornaments, silk garments and other invaluable presents. (67) 
Vasudeva, Ugrasena, Sri Krsna, Balarama, Uddhava and others (severally) presented him 
with gifts. Taking all these and permitted by the Yadus, Nanda left (for his home). (68) 
(Pariksit,) Nanda as well as the other Gopas and Gopis had transferred their heart to the 
lotus-feet of Sri Krsna; and they were unable to withdraw it from them. (So) they departed 
for Mathura (leaving their heart behind). (69) 
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(Pariksit,) when all the friends had (thus) returned (to their respective places), the Yadus, 
who looked on Sri Krsna as their deity, and who now saw the monsoon approaching, returned 
to Dwaraka. (70) (Reaching there) they gave to the people an account of the grand festival 
(in the form of a sacrificial performance) celebrated by Vasudeva, the adored of the gods, 
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their meeting with friends and relations, and all that had happened in course of the 
pilgrimage.(71) 
Thus ends the eighty-fourth discourse entitled "An account of Sri Krsna's pilgrimage,” 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The Lord brings back (from the abode of Death) His (six) elder 
brothers(throttled by Karnsa) 
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SriSuka began again : (Pariksit, on their return from Kuruksetra) one morning, SriKrsna 
and Balarama went to Their parents to offer Their salutations to them. Vasudeva received 


his Sons (most) affectionately and, after They had bowed to his feet, spoke to them (as 
follows). (1) (Pariksit,) Vasudeva had heard about the glory of his sons from the lips of the 
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sages and had himself witnessed Their wonderful exploits. He was thus convinced that They 
were no ordinary beings but divine personages. Addressing them with great affection, he 
said—(2) "O Krsna, the embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and Bliss, O Sankarsana, the Lord 
of the greatest Yogis, You both are eternal. | know You are the rulers even of Prakrti and 
Purusa (Matter and Spirit), the two direct causes of this universe. (3) You are directly the 
substratum and both the instrumental and material cause of the universe. (Nay,) You are its 
sole Lords, andit has been broughtinto being for Your sport. Whenever and in whatever form 
it exists and whatever You react upon is nothing but You. You are the enjoyable in the form 
of Prakrti, and the enjoyer in the form of Purusa, and also the ruler beyond them both. (4) 
Lord, You are beyond the senses and beyond birth, existence and other modifications; 
having created this diversified universe in Yourself, You have Yourself entered it as its Inner 
Controller. Appearing as Prana (active force) and as Jiva (cognitive force), it is You who 
sustain and nourish it. (5) The potency possessed by the Prana and other forces responsible 
for the creation of the universe is (in fact) Your potency; for (unlike You) they are material and 
not spiritual in essence, and are also dependent on You. The activity which they exhibit is 
only apparent (the motive power behind them is Yours). (6) (O Lord,) the lustre of the moon, 
the glow of fire, the effulgence of the sun, the twinkling of stars and the flash of lightning, the 
firmness of mountains, the odour and sustaining power of the earth—all these are, in fact, 
You. (7) O Lord, the slaking, life-giving and purifying property of water, are You. You are 
water itself as well as its taste. The vigour of the senses, mental energy and bodily strength, 
the activity of the body and its locomotion (—all these), though attributed to the wind, (really) 
proceed from You. (8) The cardinal points and the space denoted by them are You. Ether 
and its principle sound, i. e., speech in its subtlest form known by the name of Para, and its 
other forms, viz., Pasyanti, Madhyama as well as Vaikhari (articulate speech), consisting of 
letter-sounds and words denoting several objects are nothing but You. (9) The power to 
reveal objects inhering in the senses, the deities presiding over them and the power by which 
they do so are indeed You. The determining faculty of the intellect and the power of duly 
connecting various experiences, inhering in the Jiva, are You. (10) In the elements You 
inhere as their cause, the Tamasa aspect of Ahankara (Ego); in the senses You exist as their 
cause, the Taijasa (Rajasa) aspect of Ahankara; in the deities presiding over senses as well 
as in the mind You exist as their cause, the Vaikarika (Sattvika) aspect of Anankara; and You 
are Maya, the cause of the repeated birth of Jivas, bound to Karma. (11) (Just) as in the 
(various) modifications of a substance the original substance is observed to be the abiding 
factor, so You are the imperishable truth behind all these perishable objects. (12) (O Lord !) 
the three modes of Prakrti—viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—and what are known as their 
modifications (the Mahat-Tattva etc.) are, in fact, assumed in You, the transcendent Brahma, 
through Your wonderful Yogic power. (1 3) Therefore, these modifications (viz., birth, 
existence, growth, etc.), donot existin You. When they are projected on You, (then only) they 
appear in You, who appear as permeating them. Atother times, however, (when they cease 
to be so projected, e.g., during deep sleep), You remain in Your absolute.state (unconnected 
with these modifications).(14) This universe is but a (continuous) flow of the three Gunas. 
They who fail to perceive the subtle presence in it of Your absolute state as the All-Soul get 
entangled in (the meshes of) Karma (due to their identification with the body) and (have to) 
undergo repeated births and deaths in this world. (15) O Lord, providentially | have attained 
in this land (of Bharatavarsa) the rare gift of a human body, endowed with vigorous senses 
and organs, and yet under the influence of Your Maya (enchanting power) my life-time has 
been fritterec away in (utter) neglect of the (main) purpose of my existence. (16) (O Lord !) 
You have bound the whole of this universe with ties of affection having their roots in self- 
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identification with the body and the feeling of meum with regard to those connected with the 
body. (17) (I know) You are no other than the Lords of Prakrti as well as of all individual souls, 
and not my sons. You have come down for the destruction of the Ksatriyas, who have 
become a burden to the earth; You Yourself spoke like that in unambiguous terms to me (at 
the time of Your descent). (18) Therefore, O Befriender of the afflicted, | have sought for 
protection this day Your lotus-feet, which (alone) dispel the fear of transmigration haunting 
those who have taken shelter with them. | am fed up with this much of craving for sense- 
enjoyments. It was under the influence of this that | have (so long) identified myself with this 
mortal body and looked on You, the Supreme, as my child. (19) O Lord, in the lying-in- 
chamber You said that, though unborn, You had, as a matter of fact, been manifesting 
Yourself through us in different pairs each time for defending Your own laws. Like the sky, 
You assume diverse forms and cast them off, even though You are one andinfinite. Who can 
know the secret of Your wonderful potency—Yogamaya ? All people extensively sing Your 


glories. (20) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Hearing these words of His father (Vasudeva), Lord Sri Krsna ( the 
crown-jewel of the Yadus) began to smile. Bowing in all humility ( to His father), He replied 
in sweet words as follows. (21) 
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The glorious Lord said : Father! we are your sons; you have in these words expounded 
the highest philosophical truths to us. We accept as true whatever you have said. (22) 
Yourself, my venerable brother, Sri Balarama, myself, these citizens of Dwaraka and all 
others including the mobile and immobile creation should be regarded as Brahma, O jewel 
among the Yadus! (23) (O father!) the Selfis really one, self-effulgent, eternal, identical with 
the body etc., and unqualified; yet it projects the Gunas out of Itself, and in the bodies of the 
various creatures evolved out of these Gunas itappears as diversified, perceptible, transient, 
distinct from the body etc., and qualified. (24) Just as (each of the five elements—) ether, air, 
fire, water and earth—though one in essence, appears differently in its different products and 
can be distinguished as manifest or unmanifest, meagre or abundant, and so on, so the Self 
too appears as many through Its (various) adjuncts. (25) 
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Sri Suka continued: Pariksit, hearing these words of the almighty Lord Vasudeva was 
tid of his sense of diversity, and delighted at heart, became silent and drove away all 
thoughts from his mind. (26) Devaki, who represented all the deities in her person (and was 
also present there when this conversation was going on) was greatly astonished to hear 
that her Sons had brought back the (deceased) son of Their preceptor (from the abode of 
Yama). (27) Recollecting her sons who had been done to death by Karisa, she felt agitated 
in mind and, addressing Sri Krsna and Balarama with tears in her eyes, piteously spoke 
(thus). (28) 
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Devaki said : O Balarama, the delighter of hearts, Your nature is beyond the ken of 
mind and speech, O Krsna, You are the supreme Lord even of great masters of Yoga. | 
know You to be the rulers of even Prajapatis (the progenitors of all creation) and 
manifestations of the most ancient Being (Sri Narayana Himself).(29) They say You have 
descended on earth through me this time for the destruction of kings who having lost 
through flux of time their virtues and excellences are transgressing the injunctions of the 
scriptures and have, therefore, become a burden to the earth. (30) O Soul of the universe, 
itis well-known that from Your part manifestation in the form of the Spirit proceeds Maya 
and from Maya, the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas; and from a particle of these 
Gunas, proceed the creation, growth and dissolution of the universe. Today, | resort to You 
for protection. (31) | have heard that being urged by Your preceptor, Sandipani, and guided 
by Providence, You brought back his son, who had died long before, from the abode of 
Death, and thereby discharged Your debt to the preceptor. (32) The Lords (even) of 
masters of Yoga as You are, | desire that You should similarly grant my desire also, and 
bring my sons, who had been done to death by Karnsa so that | may see them (and bring 

satisfaction to my eyes). (33) 
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Sri Suka went on : Thus directed by Their mother, O scion of Bharata, both Sri Krsna 
and Balarama, with the help of Their Yogamaya, (divine power), entered (the subterranean 
region of) Sutala. (34) When Bali (the king of demons) saw the Soul and adorable object of 
the universe as well as of his own (manifested in the dual form of Sri Krsna and Balarama) 
enter Sutala, he sprang at once from his seat and with a heart overflowing with joy at Their 
sight, greeted Them alongwith his family. (35) Full of delight he offered them excellent seats 
and, when both these divine personages were seated on them, so the tradition goes, washed 
Their feet and sprinkled on his head as well as on all the members of his family that water 
which purifies the whole universe from Brahma downwards. (36) (Then) Bali duly worshipped 
Them by offering Them valuable clothes, ornaments, sandal-paste, betel-leaves, lights, 
dishes sweet as nectar and other sumptuous articles, and surrendering (his all, including) 
his family, wealth and (even) his self (to Them). (37) With a heart saturated with love he bore 
the Lord's lotus-feet again and again (on his bosom and on his head), so the tradition goes, 
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his eyes bedimmed with tears of joy, and his hair standing on their ends; and in a voice 
choked with emotion he prayed to the Lord (as follows), O protector of men! (38) 
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Bali said : O Rama, You are infinite. You are (so) great (that manifestations like Sesa 
are all included in You). O Krsna (embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and Bliss)! You are the 
Creator of the universe. The path of Knowledge and the path of Devotion have both been 
originated by You. You are the Absolute, the Supreme Spirit. (39) Surely Your sight cannot 
be easily obtained by ordinary beings; (through their own effort) and yet (through Your 
grace) it is so easy to gain. For You have (today) of Your own accord vouchsafed that to 
us, whose temperament is predominantly Rajasika and Tamasika. (40) O Lord, we and 
other beings similar to us, viz., Daityas, Danavas, Gandharvas, Siddhas, Vidyadharas, 
Caranas, Yaksas, Raksasas, Pigacas, BhUtas and the leaders of Pramathas (instead of 
adoring You through devotion) constantly bear deep-seated grudge to You, whose Form 
is the very embodiment of the Vedas, a manifestation of the purest form of Sattva. (41-42) 
That is why some of us through inveterate hatred, and others through devotion with some 
interested motive, have been so closely united with You as has not been possible even for 
gods possessed of a Sattvika nature. (43) O Lord of masters of Yoga, even great Yogis 
often fail to comprehend the true nature and mode of operation of Your Yogamaya. How, 
then, can we be expected to know it ? (44) Therefore ( O Lord,) be pleased to grant that 
my mind may obtain a firm hold on Your (lotus) feet, which are sought after even by those 
who are free from all desires, so that by resorting to them | may be able to get out of this 
dark well of a householder's life, and under the shelter of those feet, which are the sole 
refuge of the world, may attain peace and tranquillity and move in the world without any 
company. And if | have to associate at all with anybody, let it be with those saints, who are 
friends of all. (45) Lord! You are the Ruler of all beings in creation. Pray, make us sinless 
and advise us that course by following which with faith man acquires immunity from 


injunctions and interdictions. (46) 
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The glorious Lord said : (O chief of demons!) in the first Manvantara (presided over 
by Swayambhuva Manu) Marici had six sons through his wife Urna. They were all gods. 
They laughed when they saw Brahma intent upon sexual intercourse with his own 
daughter. (47) On account of this misdemeanour on their part they (were cursed by Brahma 
and) had to take birth in the Asura race as the sons of HiranyakaSipu. Thence they were 
transferred to Devaki's womb by Yogamaya, and were murdered by Kamsa as they were 
born. (O chief of the Daityas,) mother Devaki grieves for those children of her own, who are 
now with you. (48-49) For removing the sorrow of our mother We propose to take them from 
here. They will thereby get completely freed from their curse, once for all and will happily 
return to their (celestial) abode. (50) Their names are Smara, Udgitha, Parisvanga, 
Patanga, Ksudrabhrt and Ghrni. By My grace, all the six of them will regain their (original) 
happy state. (51) (Pariksit,) having thus explained Their mission to Bali, the two Brothers 
took the children with Them and, duly worshipped by Bali, returned to Dwaraka and handed 
over the children to mother Devaki.(52) At the sight of those children, milk began to flow 
from the breasts of Devaki through (excess of) maternal love. Placing them on her lap, she 
embraced them and repeatedly smell their crowns. (53) Overwhelmed with emotion at the 
touch of her children, she suckled them with great delight, deluded as she was by the Lord's 
Yogamaya, which takes the form of affection in order to keep the cycle of creation going 
on. (54) The milk in Devaki's breasts was veritable nectar; for it was the remnant of what 
had been tasted by Sri Krsna. Having suckled such milk and, blessed with the touch of the 
Supreme Lord, they attained knowledge of the Self. (55) They (now) bowed to Sri Krsna 
(the Protector of cows), (mother Devaki), their father (Vasudeva) and Balarama, and 
ascended the abode of the celestials in the presence of all.(56) Mother Devaki was 
astounded to see her deceased children return to earth and then depart again, and 
concluded that it was nothing but a sport of Sri Krsna, O protector of men!(57) Sri Krsna, 
O scion of Bharata, is the same as the Supreme Spirit; His powers are unlimited. Endless 
are His exploits which are so wonderful as this. (58) 


qa Sart 
a seria anata at aMtafarrgaantddfoia coreg: | 
amends aerate anata safe arf areas 1491 


afa Sererraa Te oRAeeH Stearate saUe Hae aH arehfrrsEATA: 1241 


Sita resumed : O sages, the fame and glory of Sri Krsna are immortal. The stories of 
His sports rid the world of all sins and bring delight to the ears of devotees and saints. They 
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have been narrated by the revered Sri Suka, son of Vyasa (himself). He who constantly hears 
them or repeats them to others gets his mind fixed in the (almighty) Lord, and attains His 
abode of eternal Bliss. (59) 


Thus ends the eighty-fifth discourse entitled "Sri Krsna brings back His deceased elder brothers 
(from the abode of Bali)", in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXXXVI 
(Subhadra carried away by Arjuna;) the Lord's Grace on Srutadeva 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : O sage, we desire to know how (my grandfather) Arjuna 
married Subhadra, the sister of Balarama and Sri Krsna, who was my grandmother ? (1) 
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Sri Suka replied : (Pariksit,) wandering over the earth in the course of his pilgrimage, 
the powerful Arjuna went to Prabhasa and heard (there) of his maternal uncle's daughter 
(Subhadra). (2) He further learnt that Balarama would give her away to Duryodhana, but not 
others. Eager to win her he went to Dwaraka disguised as a recluse bearing a triple staff 
(symbolic of renunciation). (3) There Arjuna spent the four months of the monsoon intent 


upon accomplishing his object. He was every now and then honoured by the citizens as well 
as by Balarama, who could not identify him. (4) 
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One day, so it is said, he was invited as a guest by Balarama and brought to the palace, 

where he partook of the dishes offered with reverence. (5) There Arjuna saw the youthful 
maiden (Subhadra), who captivated the heart of (great) heroes. With his eyes blooming with 
joy (at her sight) he set on her his heart agitated with passion. (6) Subhadra too fell in love 
with him as soon as she saw him, ravishing as he did the heart of women. She cast her bashful 
glances at him and fixed her heart and eyes on him. (7) Focussing his thought on her alone 
Arjuna looked for an opportunity (to run away with her). His mind being distracted by an 
overwhelming passion for her, he had no peace of mind. (8) 
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With the consent of her parents (Devaki and Vasudeva) as well as of Sri Krsna he took 
her away (one day) even as she drove out of the fort ina chariot to visit an important 
temple.(9) Taking his seat in her chariot Arjuna took up his bow and putto flight all the gallant 
warriors who tried to intercept him. In the midst of Subhadra's own people screaming (in 
distress) Arjuna stole her away just as the king of beasts would carry away its prey. (10) 
Hearing of this, Balarama was agitated like the ocean on a full moon and got pacified (only) 
when Sri Krsna and other friends and relations clasped His feet (and tried to appease His 
anger).(11) (Then) Balarama joyously dispatched for the bride and the bridegroom presents 
in the form of abundant wealth and articles of household use and a number of elephants, 
chariots, horses and male and female servants. (12) 
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Sri Suka began again : (Pariksit,) at Mithila, the capital of the Videha territory there lived 
a jewel among Brahmanas, known by the name of Srutadeva, who had all his objects 
accomplished by virtue of his single-minded devotion to Sri Krsna and was tranquil (of mind), 
full of wisdom and destitute of attraction for sense-objects. Though (he lived the life of) a 
householder, he performed (all) his duties and lived on whatever subsistence came to him 
without (any) effort. (13-14) Everyday he got by the will of Providence as much as was barely 
necessary for his sustenance, and not (a bit) more. (fully) contented with this, he discharged 
(all) his duties in the proper manner. (15) Dear Pariksit, the (then) ruler of Mithila was similarly 
devoted to the Lord. He was known by the name of Bahulaswa. He was (absolutely) free from 
egotism. Both (the king and the Brahmana) were beloved of Sri Krsna (the immortal 
Lord).(16) 
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Pleased with them (both), the almighty Lord (once) mounted the chariot brought by 
Daruka and drove to the kingdom of Videha, accompanied by (a number of) seers. (17) The 
(celestial sage) Narada, Vamadeva, Atri, (my father) Krsnadwaipayana (Vedavyasa), 
Paragurama, Asita, Aruni, myself (Suka), Brhaspati, Kanwa, Maitreya, Cyavana and others 
formed the party. (18) At every stage (in the course of the journey), O protector of men, the 
citizens and villagers waited upon Him with offerings in their hands, appearing as He did (with 
His followers) like the sun surrounded by planets. (19) O king ! (during that journey of the 
Lord) the men and women of Anarta, Dhanva, Kurujangala, Kanka, Matsya, Paficala, Kunti 
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Madhu, Kekaya, Kosala, Arna and those belonging to other territories drank with their eyes 
the nectarine beauty of His lotus-like countenance enlivened by His winsome smiles and 
loving glances. (20) On those people, from whose eyes the scales of ignorance had 
completely fallen through His sight, Sri Krsna (the Teacher of the three worlds), conferred 
(by His very look) insight into the Truth as well as final beatitude (the fruit of such insight) 
and hearing (even as He advanced) His own glory, sung by gods and men, which illumined 
the quarters and drove away all evil. (In this way) the Lord slowly journeyed to Videha. (21) 
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Pariksit ! delighted to hear of the arrival of Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord), the people of 
the city of Mithila and of the adjoining villages (all) came forth to receive Him with offerings 
in their hands. (22) At the sight of the glorious Lord, their faces brightened and the buds of 
their hearts opened through ecstasy. With their heads bent low and with their palms joined 
on them they greeted the Lord and His companions) the sages, of whom they had (only) 
heard before. (23) Realizing that Sri Krsna, the Teacher of the world, had come to shower 
His grace on them, the king of Mithila as well as Srutadeva, fell at the feet of the Lord. (24) 
With joined palms they both simultaneously invited Sri Krsna (a scion of Dasarha) alongwith 
the sages to partake of their hospitality. (25) Accepting their invitation, and with intent to 
please them both, the Lord (simultaneously) entered the residence of both in two separate 
forms, unperceived by’ the other one. (26) The king of Videha, Bahulaswa, was a high- 
minded prince. Finding that Sri Krsna and others, whose very name could not reach the ears 
of the unrighteous, had called at his house (uninvited), brought (excellent) seats for them and 
seated them (all) comfortably on them. (27) His heart leapt for joy through intense devotion, 
and his eyes were bedimmed with tears. Bowing to them, he washed their feet and sprinkled 
that all purifying water on his head and on his relatives and worshipped the Lord as well as 
the divine sages by offering them sandal-paste, flowers, textiles, ornaments, scented fumes, 
lights, oblations of water, cows and oxen. (28-29) After they had been heartily fed, Bahulaswa 
placed the feet of Sri Krsna (who was no other than Lord Visnu) on his lap and gently pressing 
them, and delighting Him with sweet words, joyously prayed (as follows) . (30) 
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The king (Bahulaswa) said : "O Lord, Youare the soul of all created beings, the witness 
of all hearts and self-effulgent. You have presently revealed Yourself to us, who have been 
(constantly) contemplating on Your lotus-feet. (31) (O Lord !) You have appeared before us 
just in order to vindicate that statement of Yours which You have (often) declared, viz., that 
neither Sri Balarama (who is Your second Self) nor (Your better half) Laksmi (the goddess 
of beauty and prosperity) nor (even Your child) Brahma are dearer to You than one who is 
exclusively devoted to You. (32) Is there any man on earth who would abandon Your lotus- 
feet even after he has come to know that You offer Your very self to those sages of serene 
mind who regard nothing as their own (not even their body). (33) Appearing in the race of 
Yadu, You have extended Your glory—which is capable of wiping out the sins of (all) the three 
worlds—in order to put an end to the transmigration of men revolving on the whirligig of births 
and deaths. (34) Hail to You, the almighty Sri Krsna of unrestricted wisdom, who have taken 
to austerities in their mildest form in the person of the (divine) sage Narayana. (35) (Be 
pleased to) stay in our house, O infinite Lord, for some days alongwith the sages, and purify 
this line of Nimi with the dust of Your feet." (36) (O Parikst !) entreated thus by the king, Sri 
Krsna (the almighty Lord), the Protector of the worlds, stayed on (at Mithila) in order to confer 
blessings on the men and women of the place. (37) 
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(Dear Pariksit !) like the king of Videha, (the Brahmana) Srutadeva (too) was overjoyed 
to find Sri Krsna (the immortal Lord) and the sages arrived at his door and bowing to them 
(all), he began to dance waving his cloth: so the tradition goes. (38) Bringing raised seats 
made of straw and mattresses of KuSa grass (from inside his cottage or from his neighbours) 
he requested the guests to sit on them and, greeting them with words of welcome, he gladly 
washed their feet alongwith his wife. (39) With that water the highly blessed Brahmana 
sprinkled himself as well as his house and his people, and felt that all his objects had been 
achieved. He was (literally) transported with joy. (40) (Then) he propitiated (all) with whatever 
articles of worship could be (easily) procured, namely, fruits (offered by way of an auspicious 
present) and other offerings (such as sandal-paste, flowers, incense and lights), cool, 
scented and sweet water, scented earth (for being used at the time of bath or for washing 
one's hands and feet with), Tulasi leaves, KuSa grass and lotuses as well as with food which 
promotes the quality of Sattva. (41) He reflected: " (1 wonder) how this meeting has been 
possible for me, condemned as | am to this hellish life of a householder, with Sri Krsna and 
(these) sages, who have enthroned Him in their hearts, nay, the very dust of whose feet 
brings sanctity to all holy places." (42) When the guests had partaken of his hospitality and 
were comfortably seated, Srutadeva alongwith his wife, children and other relations, waited 
on them, and, touching the feet of Sri Krsna (his principal guest), addressed them (as 
follows). (43) 
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Srutadeva submitted : (Lord!) You are the Supreme Person (beyond Prakrti and the 
Jivas). It is not for the first time that You have come to our view today. For You have been 
with us (since the very beginning of creation), when, having created the universe with the help 
of your potencies, You entered it as its Soul (even) as a sleeping person creates with his mind 
itself a peculiar dream-world of his own through his ignorance and, entering that world 
himself, appears in various forms. (44-45) You shine in the heart of those men who 
constantly hear and repeat Your stories, worship and bow to Your images and talk with one 
another about You and have their heart purified (thereby).(46) Though present in their 
heart, You are remote from those whose mind is distracted by activities (of various kinds) 
and temporal duties. Though beyond the grasp of the various faculties of the mind, You are 
(on the other hand) proximate to those who have developed the excellent qualities of their 
heart (by singing and hearing of Your glories).(47) (My) salutation be to You, who are the 
Supreme spirit in the eyes of those who know the Self; whereas before those who regard 
the body etc., (which are other than the Self) as their self, You come, as death allotted by 
Yourself. You are the ruler of all effects as well as of their cause. Your Maya cannot screen 
Your vision, though it screens the vision of all others. (48) O self-effulgent Lord !(pray,) 
instruct us, Your servants, what service we should render to You. The sufferings of men 
disappear as soon as You come to their view. (49) 


ARE SATA 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing these words of Srutadeva, the Lord, who dispels the 
agony of those who betake themselves to Him in all humility, took the Brahmana by hand, 
and smilingly said (as follows): so the tradition goes. (50) 
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The glorious Lord said : Srutadeva ! know that these (great) sages have come here 
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(only) to shower their grace on you, They move about with Me purifying the world with the 
dust of their feet. (51) The (images of) gods, holy places and sacred waters purify one slowly 
by sight, touch and worship after a long time; the saints (however) do so at once. (Nay,) the 
gods etc., too derive their purificatory virtue through the very sight of exalted souls. (52) (O 
Srutadeva !) the Brahmana by his very birth is superior to all beings in this creation, the more 
so if he is endowed with austerity, learning, contentment and devotion to Me.(53) (Even) this 
Personality of Mine, endowed as it is with four arms, is not dearer to Me than the Brahmana. 
Indeed the Brahamana is an embodiment of all the Vedas, while | am the embodiment of all 
gods. (54) Men of crooked understanding, who do not know this truth, regard (only ) idols as 
worthy of adoratign and, full of jealousy, disregard the Brahmana, the preceptor of the world, 
who is the same as | and their (very) soul. (55) By perceiving Me in all a Brahmana bears in 
his mind that this universe consisting of mobile and immobile creation and the (various) 
categories (such as the Mahat-tattva) that contribute to its existence are (but) My manifestations. 
(56) Therefore, O Srutadeva, worship these Brahmana sages with faith, regarding them as 
My own selves. If you do so, | shall have been directly worshipped, but not by any other 
means, (even) through enormous (expenditure of) wealth and show of splendour. (57) 


RR Sara 
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Sri Sukadeva said : Instructed as aforesaid by the Lord, Srutadeva worshipped Him as 
well as the sages as one with their own self, and (through their grace) attained oneness with 
God (the goal of the pious). Bahulaswa (the king of Mithila) too attained the same (exalted) 
state. (58) Pariksit ! (just as the devotee loves God), God (too) loves the devotee. He 


(therefore) stayed on with His two devotees and, having taught them the ways of the 
righteous, returned to Dwaraka. (59) 


Thus ends the eighty-sixth discourse entitled "Sri Krsna's Grace on Srutadeva", 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


sgitocettnet ts 
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Discourse LXXXVII 
A Song of Praise uttered by the Vedas (in their living form) 
rafeIgaTA 
wen, wevafdsa fare) ququa: | mea aria aaa: Bled Aaa: WI 2 | 


Pariksit submitted : How can the Sruti texts, dealing as they do with the (three) Gunas 
(material phenomena), refer directly to Brahma (the Absolute), which is indefinable and 
beyond the (three) Gunas and transcends (both) the Cause (the Unmanifest) as well as the 
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effect (the visible universe) ? (1) 
AYR FATA 
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Sri Suka replied: The almighty Lord evolved the intellect, senses, mind and the vital 
airs of the (innumerable) Jivas (embodied souls) for their enjoyment (of sense-delights), 
acts of being born and so on, for enjoying the delights of the various worlds and for final 
beatitude (in the shape of cessation of all speculation). (It is with the help of these that 
one can determine the real import of the Sruti texts, which as a matter of fact deal with 
Brahma alone).(2) This indeed is the well-known secret of the Vedas relating to Brahma, 
treasured up by Sanaka and others (more ancient even than the ancient).Whosoever 
cherishes it (even now) will be shorn of identification with body etc., and attain 
blessedness. (3) On this subject | shall narrate to you a story connected with the (divine 
sage) Narayana, and shall also reproduce (as follows) the dialogue between (the 
celestial sage) Narada and the sage Narayana. (4) 
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Going about the worlds, on one occasion, (the sage) Narada, beloved of the Lord, 
went to the hermitage of (the sage) Narayana in order to see the immortal seer, who has 
from the (very) beginning of the Kalpa (cycle) betaken Himself in this (land of) 
Bharatavarsa, for the prosperity and spiritual well-being of men, to (a life of) asceticism, 
coupled with piety, Self-Knowledge and dispassion. (5-6) Bending low (with reverence), 
O jewel among the Kurus, Narada put this very question to the divine sage, who was 
seated there (in His hermitage) surrounded by sages inhabiting the village of Kalapa.*(7) 
In the midst of (other) Rsis, who were (all) listening, the divine Sage (Narayana) actually 
gave to him the following reply, which embodied (the gist of) a discussion bearing on 
(the topic of) Brahma, held among the ancient Rsis (Sanaka and others) of Janaloka (the 
fifth heaven). (8) 

MUMTATAT 
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The divine Sage said : O Narada (son of Brahma, the self-born), of yore there took 
place a meeting, for exchange of views regarding (the true nature of) Brahma, in Janaloka, 
of sages born of Brahma’s mind and dwelling in that sphere, who were all lifelong celibates 
(lit, who had directed the flow of their generative fluid upwards). (9) On one occasion when 
you (O Narada!) had departed to Swetadwipa to see Lord Aniruddha (the Ruler of that island, 
a form of Lord Visnu), there ensued (among the Rsis of that sphere) a masterly and thorough 
discussion concerning Brahma (the Absolute), about which the Vedas (too) remain silent. 


* Another name of Badarikasrama, where the famous shrine of Badrinatha is now situated. 
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There (in that assembly) arose the same question which you have (just) put to me. (10) 
Though equal in point of learning, askesis (self-abnegation) and practice of virtue, and 
although friends, foes and neutrals were alike to them, they treated one (of themselves, viz., 
Sanandana) as an expounder (of truths),while the rest remained inclined to listen. (11) 


re sary 
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Sanandana said : At the end of Pralaya (the period of Dissolution of the universe) the 
deities presiding over the Sruti texts ( and sprung up from His very first breath) awakened 
the Supreme, who had been lying asleep (as it were all the time) alongwith His (innumerable) 
potencies (Prakrti, Purusa, Time and so on), having swallowed this universe evolved by 
Himself—through (the following) hymns indicating His true character in the same way as 
bards depending for their subsistence on an emperor call on him, while he is (still) asleep, 
at daybreak and awaken him with songs of praise celebrating his exploits that contribute to 
his excellent fame. (12-13) 


Art Hg: 
wa wa waned degen aafa aa anaegeaeye: | 
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qeeraaaaaar aa seer facpadfa afer 
aa eh carata weraerraha Hera wats yfa anaes JOT eI 
The Srutis prayed : Manifest Your glory, reveal Your exalted nature, O unconquered 

Lord ! Root out the nescience, which has no beginning, of (all) the Jivas invested with an 
immobile or mobile body—nescience which has assumed the (three) Gunas (Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas) for an evil purpose (viz., obscuring the blissful nature of the Jivas and there by 
throwing them into bondage), possessed as You are of all divine attributes by virtue ef Your 
own essential nature, O Awakener of all the powers in those souls ! The Veda is able to 
describe You (only) when during the period of creation You sport in conjunction with Your 
Maya (beginningless divine energy) or exist in Your absolute state. (14) The wise 
recognize this known (seen and heard of) universe,to be (no other than) Brahma (Yourself), 
because it is Brahma (alone) that remains (when all else is dissolved) and because itis 
from and into Brahma (the material cause)—which remains unchanged—that the universe 
(Its evolute) emanates and returns (even) as the earthenware are evolved out of and 
disappear into clay. Hence (because of Its being the material Cause of and, therefore, 
comprising the entire universe) the Vedic texts have concluded as referring to You 
whatever is contemplated with the mind (that is, the import of words,) and uttered with the 
tongue (viz, the names). How could the feet of men placed anywhere (on earth) be 
regarded as not placed on the earth (itself) ? (15) 


sft qa queateristascrancanrnaaerreae A He: | 
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Therefore, O Lord of Maya (consisting of the three Gunas), the wise have taken a plunge 
into the ocean of nectar in the shape of Your stories—that wash away the impurities of all 
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men (who sing them)—and (thereby) shed their (threefold) sufferings. What wonder, 
then, that they should get rid of their afflictions, who, having conquered by dint of their 
Self-Realization the tendencies (evil) of their mind (in the shape of attraction and 
repulsion etc.) as well as the effects of Time (such as old age), O Supreme, contemplate 
on Your essential character consisting of eternal consciousness and bliss. (16) People 
live (justify their existence only) if they are obedient to You (follow Your commandments) 
or else they (simply) breathe like bellows. You are that (creative principle) by whose 
grace (interpenetrated by which) Mahattattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), 
Ahankara (the cosmic ego) etc., (though insentient) have brought into being this egg-like 
universe (including this microcosm); (nay,) it is You who animate (all) the (five) sheaths 
(with which the soul is invested), assuming the shape of those sheaths and permeating 
them (as their material Cause), although (as a matter of fact) You are the ultimate 
Substance underlying all (phenomena), beyond the gross as well as the subtle, that 
which remains (after everything else has disappeared) as the Reality. (17) 


samureaa oa oafracig pigy: uftermesht eanrecet cami 
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Out of the (many) paths (leading to God-realization) chalked out by the seers (of 

old), men of gross vision (lit., having their eyes blinded with gravel) contemplate on 
(Brahma as presiding over the spiritual centre called Maniptraka located in) the abdomen; 
while the sons of the sage Aruna (who are possessed of a subtler vision) contemplate 
on (Brahma as manifested in the centre known as the Anahata Cakra located in) the 
cavity of the heart, the organ from which the veins and arteries branch out (in various 
directions). Thence proceeds upwards, O infinite Lord, the artery known as Susumna 
(the supreme effulgent channel leading to You) to (the crown of) the head (the seat of the 
spiritual centre known as the Sahasrara). Reaching this path men do not fall again into 
the jaws of death here. (18) Entering as it were the diverse types of living organisms 
evolved by Yourself, though (as a matter of fact) You already existed in them as their 
(material) Cause, and assuming those forms, You shine (through them) as high or low 
like fire (which, though undifferentiated in itself, assumes diverse shapes according to 
the shape of the fire-wood). Therefore, men of unclouded judgment, who do not expect 
any (worldly or other-worldly) reward for their actions, recognize Your true nature as the 
one immutable, undifferentiated and uniform Substance in those unreal forms. (19) 

weareniaaerndamt da yet acafacfweydispay 
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The Vedas speak of the Purusa (the individual soul) dwelling in these bodies shaped (as 
a result of its own deeds) by itself{—though, as a matter of fact, it is not limited by anything 
which is of the nature of a cause or an effect—as a part made as it were out of You, the Wielder 
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of all potencies. Having thus determined the nature of the Purusa, the wise on this earth, full 
of faith, adore Your feet, at which (all) acts enjoined by the Vedas are offered and which (as 
a result of such offering) put an end to rebirth (for all time). (20) Some, who have got over 
their fatigue (caused by revolving on the whirligig of births and deaths) by diving into the 
ocean of nectar-like stories relating to You—who have assumed personal forms for the 
purpose of revealing the truth about Your own Self, which is (so) difficult to realize—and who 
have renounced their home as a result of their fellowship with devotees revelling like swans 
in the lotus of Your feet, do not aspire even for emancipation, O Lord ! (21) This human body 
(which is like a nest* for the soul, that has been compared to a bride flitting from one body 
to another in tHe course of its mundane existence), when it follows the track leading to You, 
behaves as our own self, benefactor and loved one. People (however) do not find as much 
delight in You—who are (ever) favourably inclined towards them and are their (true) well- 
wisher and loved one, nay, their very Self—and kill their soul by pampering this body and 
those connected with it ( which are all unreal and) by cleaving to which they are thrown into 
wretched wombs (like those of dogs and swine) and revolve in this mundane existence, 
which is full of great fear. Oh, what a pity! (22) By thinking of You Your enemies too have 
realized the same truth which ascetics that have controlled their breath, mind and senses and 
rigidly practised Yoga contemplate in their heart. The women (cowherdesses of Vrindavana) 
who set their mind on Your (delicate, long and) stout arms resembling the body of Sesa 
(taking You to be a finite being), and even we, who look upon You as equally present 
everywhere and hold fast to Your lotus-feet, are equal in Your eyes. (23) 

mH Be A ae amawaedisait aa samefeeiay taro saa 
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Alas! what individual of posterior birth and death can possibly know You, who are anterior 

to all and from whom came forth Brahma (the first sage), after whom appeared the two 
classes of gods (viz., those presiding over the Indriyas, mind etc., and those presiding over 
the heavenly regions). When, withdrawing everything (into Yourself at the end of creation), 
You repose (as now), there exist at that time neither the gross phenomena (ether etc.) nor 
the subtle (such as the Mahat-tattva and Ahankara) nor the product of both (viz., the 
psychophysical organism) nor the flux of time nor anything else nor the scriptural texts (by 
means of which You could be known). (24) They who posit (as the Vaisesikas do) the coming 
into existence of that which did not exist before (viz., of this world as an evolute of Matter), 
or who affirm (as the Naiyayikas do) the cessation (known by the name of Liberation) of that 
which exists (viz., suffering of twenty-one kinds), as well as they who admit (as the 
Naiyayikas or Sankhyas do) of diversity in the soul or who declare (as the Mimamsakas do) 
the fruit of actions (in the shape of enjoyment here as well as hereafter) to be real inculcate 
all this on the ground of misconception (alone). Since the conception of diversity with regard 
to the soul based on texts such as "The soul is composed of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti)" is caused by ignorance about You, the latter cannot exist in You, who are above such 
ignorance, Knowledge being Your (very) essence. (25) 


afaa HaRagala fameraemgard wefrgereraatrenrarrassatae: | 
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* Etymologically the body has been spoken of as a 'Kulaya’ because it gets dissolved into the earth after death (#1 atm) 
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All this(objective) universe, consisting of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti)—which is 
a projection of the mind (alone)—including the Jiva (which is referred to as the self), though 
unreal, appears as real (because of its) being superimposed on You. The knowers of the Self 
(however) recognize this entire universe (both subjective and objective) to be real because 
of its (being a projection of) their (very) self. Just as those in quest of gold do not reject its 
modification (in the shape of gold ornaments) because of its being gold itself, so is this 
universe (both in its subjective and objective aspects) concluded (by such knowers of the 
Atma) to be their very self inasmuch as it is evolved and interpenetrated (too) by the 
Atma.(26) They alone who worship You as the Indweller of all created beings take no 
account, and set their foot on the head of, Death. You keep bound (on the other hand) with 
the word of God (in the form of the Vedas) as (so many) beasts (with a rope) even the so- 
called wise (to their respective duties). Indeed they who have cultivated love for You (are able 
to) purify themselves as well as others; (but) not so they who have turned their face away 
from You. (27) Though devoid of organs (of sense etc., in Your formless aspect). You wield 
the powers of all the organs, self-dependent as You are (and hence requiring no such 
instruments). As the rulers of subcontinents bear tribute to the suzerain Lord of the entire 
globe and (at the same time) unreservedly enjoy the tribute collected from their own people, 
so do Brahma and others (the creators of the universe) as well as the (other) divinities 
(guardians of the various spheres, and those presiding over the ten Indriyas and mind etc.) 
united as they are with Maya (which has no beginning), bear tribute to You and gladly partake 
of the oblations offered by human beings (through the sacrificial fire). Afraid of You, they do 
that work to which they have been appointed (by You). (This is the form of tribute they bear 
to You). (28) When, O Lord who are eternally free, the desire to sport with Maya (which has 
no beginning) appears in You, who are beyond that Maya, (the countless) species of mobile 
and immobile creatures, endowed with a subtle body made up of the latencies of their 
Karmas and brought into existence by Your very look, come into being. To You, who are 
untainted like the sky and bear resemblance to the void (in point of subtleness) and are 
supreme (in every respect), none is kindred or alien (so that the disparity among created 
beings is traceable to the divergence of their Karma and not to any partiality in You) . (29) 


sofia yarqydt afe adnaredé 4 areata fet ga Fave 1 
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If the Jivas (embodied beings) are (held to be) infinite (in number), everlasting and all- 
pervading, their subordination (to another's will) cannot be maintained (because of their 
equality with one another as well as with Yourself) any more than Your control over them, 
which could be possible (only) in the opposite case (i.e., if they were held to be limited in 
number, short-lived and finite), O eternal Lord ! (For) that (Brahma alone) could be the ruler 
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(of the Jiva), as whose evolute it has come into being and which is inseparable from it as its 
material cause and is equally present in all, nay, which is (practically) unknown to those who 
claim to know it, since whatever comes to be known is known imperfectly only. (30) The birth 
(coming into being at a particular point of time) of Prakrti (primordial Matter) or of Purusa 
(Spirit) does not stand to reason inasmuch as both of them are (declared in the scriptures 
as) birthless or without beginning. Living beings (on the other hand) come into existence 
(only) when the two (viz., Prakrti and Purusa, matter and spirit) come to be united (mistaken 
for one another), (just) as bubbles appear on (the surface of) water through the interaction 
of air and water. (Since the birth of the Jivas in this way is only apparent and not real,) that 
is why they getmerged in You ( the final Cause ) with (all) their several names and attributes 
(in the state of Liberation) even as rivers disappear into the sea or (during dreamless sleep) 
just as all (kinds of) nectars of flowers get dissolved into (what is ultimately known by the 
name of) honey. (31) 
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Perceiving the misapprehension (in the shape of self-identification with the body etc.), 
implanted by Maya (Your deluding potency), in these human beings, men of sound judgment 
develop intense devotion—that grows every moment to You, who are capable of putting a 
stop to their transmigration. How can the fear of birth (even) haunt those that worship You, 
since Your frown in the shape of (the wheel of) Time (as represented by a twelvemonth) with 
its threefold rim (as consisting of the three parts of the year, viz., winter, summer and the rainy 
season) inspires terror (again and again) into (the mind of) those (alone) who do not resort 
to You as their asylum. (32) They who endeavour to break the most restless steed of their 
mind—unsubdued (even) by those who have controlled their senses and breath (too)— 
neglecting the feet of their preceptor, and taking (great) pains over other devices (for mind- 
control), remain beset with a hundred and one calamities in this world like merchants that 
have not secured a pilot (for their vessel) in the sea, O birthless Lord ! (33) 


earariaarenramengaeata afa fee qo saa ana ada 
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What is to be gained by men though kinsfolk, progeny, (their own) body, wife, wealth, 
houses, land, (nay,) their (very) life and chariots etc., while You, the (real) Self of the man 
seeking shelter in You, the embodiment of all blessings, are there (by his side)? Indeed what 
object in this inherently perishable world, intrinsically shorn of all substance, can (really) 
gratify those who are unaware of this (aforementioned) truth (viz., Your being the sole 
embodiment of real happiness) and are striving for the (false) pleasure of married life? (34) 
Sages who are destitute of (all) pride and treasure Your-lotus feet in their heart and the water 
washing whose feet is (accordingly) capable of destroying the (entire) sin (of those who sip 
it or sprinkle it on their head and eyes etc.) yet resort to the numerous holy lakes and rivers 
and places of pilgrimage on ( the surface of) the earth (since it is there that they secure the 
company of exalted souls). For, they who set their mind (but) once on You, their (very) Self, 
the embodiment of everlasting bliss, no longer remain attached to their household, which 
drains the very best in men (in the shape of their judgment, fortitude, forbearance, peace of 
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mind and so on). (35) 
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If it is argued that this (objective) universe is real in that it has evolved from the Real 
(God), this proposition is surely disproved by critical examination. The fact of an effect 
following the nature of its cause varies in certain cases (as for example a son is found 
to be different from his father); while in some (other) cases the evolute of a real 
substance is known to be false (just as the perception of a serpent following from a real 
substance, viz., a rope is false). (It may be objected here that it is not the rope alone 
but the rope coupled with ignorance which is responsible for its being mistaken for a 
snake. Our reply to this objection is that) the world (too) is a product of both (viz., 
Brahma and Avidya); hence it is not real. (If the world is held to be real because it serves 
our purpose and discharges some function too, our reply is that) for explaining worldly 
transactions the illusory nature of the universe is (on the other hand) more welcome (to 
us); for worldly transactions will be carried on by blindly following past traditions. Your 
word (in the shape of Vedic texts declaring the reward of ritual acts as real) deludes by 
its manifold powers of expressing, indicating or suggesting a meaning (only) those dull- 
witted persons who have been blinded by their excessive faith in (Vedic) rituals. (36) 
Since this (phenomenal world) neither existed in the beginning (i.e., before creation) nor 
will it survive after dissolution, hence it is concluded that during the intervening period 
(too) it falsely appears in You, the absolute Existence. Therefore it is likened (by us, the 
Vedas) to the ways of the diverse manifestations (e.g., an earthen jar, ear-ring etc.) of 
material substances (like earth, gold and steel). Therefore, ignorant are they who 
recognize this unreal world, a (mere) play of fancy, to be real. (37) 
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(Ever) since under the influence of Maya (Your deluding potency) the Jiva (soul) 
embraces ignorance (which has no beginning) it identifies itself with a body, senses and 
so on (Products of the three Gunas) and then, acquiring the characteristics of these 
(viz., the body etc.) undergoes transmigration, its (conscious and blissful) divine nature 
being obscured. You, on the other hand, (ever) keep that ignorance away (even) as a 
serpent casts off the slough, retaining Your divinity and possessed of infinite power, and 
shine in Your eightfold* glory. (38) If strivers (outwardly engaged in subduing their 
senses, mind etc.) do not tear the roots of passion planted in their heart, You remain 
difficult of access to such vile persons, though (ever) present in their heart (even) like 
a gem about the neck of a man, though forgotten by him. And for Yogis (passing by this 
name but) given to the gratification of their senses, O Lord, there is misery from both 
sides, viz., from Death (on the one hand) that has not turned his back (on him, here) 
and (after death, on the other) from You, whose truth remains unrealized (by him). (39) 


* The eightfold lory Genotes here the eight Siddhis or supernatural powers enumerated in the works on Yoga, 
viz., Anima, Laghima, Mahima, Prapti, Prakamya, isitva, Vasitva and Kamavasayitva 
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He who has come to know You (in reality) no longer feels the impact of joys and sorrows 
that follow from good and evil acts (committed in past lives and) coming in relief by Your will 
(prone as You are to requite them according to their merit or demerit); nor does he recognize 
in that state the commandments (of the Vedas, which are no longer binding on him inasmuch 
as he has risen above them by virtue of his being no longer identified with his psycho-physical 
organism), intended as they are (only) for those identified with their body. (This is but 
natural;) for, ushered (into the heart) through the ears (even) by men (who have not realized 
Your truth) day after day with the help of teachings handed down from age to age to all, O 
Lord with (sixfold) divine properties, You are (eventually) attained by them in the form of final 
beatitude. (40) Even Brahma and others (the rulers of the heavenly regions) could not reach 
Your limit (farthest end), nor even You, because of Your being limitless—You, in whom, 
indeed, driven by time, float together, like particles of dust in the air, multitudes of cosmic 
eggs alongwith their (seven) sheaths ( viz., earth and so on, each of which is ten times as 
large as the one enclosed by it)! That is why we, Srutis, finding our end (goal) in You, become 
fruitful in You, (describing You indirectly as we do) by negating everything other than You 


(including ourselves). (41) 
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The Lord (the divine Sage Narayana) continued : Having heard in this way the 
aforesaid exposition regarding the Self (in the shape of the eulogy uttered by the Vedas in 
their living form) and realized the (true) nature of the Self, and (thereby) achieved their end 
(as itwere), Sanaka and others (the celebrated mind-born sons of Brahma, who were already 
accomplished of their purpose) now paid their homage to Sanandana (their preceptor for the 
time being). (42) In this way was churned out by the exalted souls (Sanaka and others)—who 
are the earliest born (among the entire creation) and course through the air (unconcerned 
as they are with everything)—the essence of all the Vedas (their earlier portion, consisting 
of the Samhitas and their exegesis, the Brahmanas), the Puranas and the Upanisads (the 
later portion and the crown of the Vedas). (43) Cherishing with faith, O Narada (son of 
Brahma), this exposition relating to the Self—(which is) capable of burning out (all) the 
desires of men—perambulate you at will the globe (as well as the other spheres typified by 


it). (44) 
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Sri Suka went on : Receiving thus with reverence what was imparted by the divine 
Seer (Narayana), the sage (Narada)—who had (full) control over his self, who was (fully) 
accomplished of his purpose, (nay,) who (ever) bears in mind the teachings of the 
scriptures and observes the heroic vow of perpetual celibacy, submitted (to Him), O king! 
(as follows):—(45) 
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Narada prayed : Hail to the celebrated Lord Sri Krsna of stainless glory (in You), who 
assumes charming forms for putting an end to the (repeated) birth of all created beings. (46) 
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Bowing low in this way to the Sage Narayana (the most ancient seer) as well as to His 
high-souled disciples, Narada proceeded from that place to the hermitage of my father, the 
sage Dwaipayana, (who was) directly present there (at that time). (47) Welcomed by the 
divine sage (Vyasa) and having taken his seat, Narada reproduced to him the aforesaid 
hymn (chanted by the Vedas in living form) as heard from the lips of the sage Narayana. (48) 
In this way has this hymn (sung by the Vedas) been reproduced by me, O Pariksit, describing 
how the mind (as well as the Veda) could penetrate Brahma even though the latter was 
indetinable and untouched by the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), which (precisely) was the 
question that had been put to us by you. (49) One should constantly meditate on Sri Hari, 
the Dispeller of (all) fears, who in His absolute state keeps Maya (the prime cause) at a 
distance; who plans this universe and continues at the beginning, middle and end of it; who 
is the Ruler of both the Unmanifest (Prakrti) and the Jiva (embodied soul); who, having 
created this universe and entered it forthwith alongwith the Jiva, evolves bodigs (for the 
Jivas) and controls (maintains) them; and having attained to whom the Jiva sheds ignorance 
(that has no beginning) in the same way as a man fast asleep loses consciousness of his 
body. (50) 


Thus ends the eighty-seventh discourse intitled "A Song of Praise uttered by the Vedas 
(in their living form)," forming the theme of a dialogue between Narada and 
the divine Sage Narayana, in the latter half of Book Ten of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PIS Sirs 
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Discourse LXXXVIII 


Lord Rudra rescued (from trouble) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : Those among the gods, demons and men that worship 
} Lord Siva, who has spurned all enjoyments, are generally found to be wealthy and enjoying 
the pleasures of sense; but not so those who are devoted to Lord Visnu (the Spouse of the 
goddess of wealth and consequently endowed with all enjoyments). (1) We are (according) 
eager to know how itis that the lot of those worshipping the two (Lord Siva and Lord Visnu) 
of contrary disposition is (quite) the opposite (of what might be expected). Great indeed is 
our doubt on this point. (2) 
ai Sara 
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Sri Suka replied : (Pariksit!) Lord Siva ever remains united with His Sakti (Energy). He 
is invested with the three Gunas andis the deity presiding over Ahankara (the Cosmic Ego), 
which is threefold (in character), viz., Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika. (3) Out of these three 
varieties of Ahankara are evolved the sixteen final evolutes (viz., the mind from the Sattvika 
type, the ten Indriyas from Rajasika and the five gross elements from the amasika). He 
who worships the deity presiding over anyone of these obtains access to all forms of (earthly) 
prosperity. (4) Lord Visnu, on the other hand, is the Supreme Person Himself, (far) beyond 
Prakrti and devoid of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti); He is omniscient and the witness 
(of all hearts). Anyone worshipping Him is rid of the (three) Gunas. (5) (Pariksit !) at the 
conclusion of the ASwamedha sacrifices your grandfather, King Yudhisthira, while listening 
from (the lips of) the Lord to an exposition of (the various types of) sacred duties put this (very) 
question to Sri Krsna. (6) (Pariksit!) Sri Krsna, the almighty Lord, who appeared in the race 
of Yadu for ensuring the highest good of men, felt (much) pleased (to hear the question) and 
spoke to the king, who was eager to listen (in the following strain).(7) 


MATA TAT 
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The glorious Lord said : Him on whom | shower My grace | gradually deprive of wealth. 
His own people thereupon forsake him when he is (thus) reduced to penury and stricken with 
sorrow. (8) When, striving (once more) with intent to acquire wealth, he finds all his attempts 
abortive (through my grace) and, getting disappointed, makes friends with My devotees, that 
is the time | show My (special) grace to him, whereby he attains (oneness with) that supreme 
infinite Brahma which is (very) subtle (and therefore difficult to comprehend) and consists of 
pure consciousness and Truth. That is why people turn their back on Me as one very difficult 
to please and (proceed to) worship other deities. (9-10)Elated through the royal fortune 
obtained (through such worship) from gods who are quickly propitiated, they get intoxicated 
(with pride) and go astray. Forgetting the very gods that conferred boons on them, they 


neglect them. (11) 
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Sri Suka continued : Dear Pariksit! Brahma, Visnu, Siva and the other gods have the 
power to curse as well as to bless. (Of these again,) Lord Siva as well as Brahma (get 
propitiated and angry soon and) are (therefore) very prompt in blessing as well as in cursing, 
(but) not so Visnu. (12) In order to illustrate this truth, the wise relate an ancient anecdote 
showing how by conferring a boon on the demon Vrka Lord Siva (who has His abode on 
Mount Kailasa) got into trouble. (13) (Pariksit!) meeting (the celestial sage) Narada on the 
way, this evil-minded demon, Vrka by name, son of Sakuni, inquired (of him) which of the 
three gods (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) was quick to propitiate. (14) The sage replied, "Betake 
yourself to Lord Siva. You will (thereby) gain your object very soon; He it is who is soon 
Pleased with a small measure of merit and gets angry equally quickly through a slight 
offence. (15) pleased with Ravana (the ten-headed monster) and Bana (the demon), who 
(simply) glorified Him like bards, He conferred (on them) immense wealth and power, and 
courted serious trouble thereby (in that Ravana uprooted His very home, Mount Kailasa, 
while Bana secured from Him a boon that He should ever guard his city)." (16) 
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Instructed thus (by Narada), the demon worshipped Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the 
universe), propitiating Him by means of (oblations of) his own flesh out of his body through 
the mouth of fire at the sacred spot of)Kedara (a summit of the Himalayas). (17) Unable to 
gain the sight of the Lord (even after worshipping Him in this way for six days) he proceeded 
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out of despair, on the seventh day, to lop off with his sword his (very) head, the hair on which 
were wetted through a dip in the holy waters of that place, (and offer it as an oblation to Lord 
Siva). (18) (O King!) the highly merciful Lord Siva (who wears matted locks on His head) rose 
out of the flames, (brilliant) like the god of fire, and, holding Vrka by the arms with His own, 
deterred the latter (from that terrible act) even as we would deter a friend from committing 
suicide. Through His blessed touch the demon was whole again. (19) The Lord said to him, 
"O dear one, enough of this, no more of this. Ask of Me any boon of your choice, (and) | shall 
grant it to you. | should be pleased with (a little) water offered by men who resort to Me. Oh, 
in vain is this body tormented by you (so) cruelly." (20) The highly wicked demon (thereupon) 
sought from the Lard a boon which was terrifying to all beings. (He said,) "On whosesoever 
head | should place my hand, let him die." (21) Hearing that request, O scion of Bharata, Lord 
Rudra looked grave as it were (for a moment), and (then) laughingly said, " Amen!" He thus 
conferred on him a boon, which was as good as giving milk to a serpent. (22) 
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Thus assured (by the Lord), the said demon was as a matter of fact possessed with the 
desire of laying his hands on (Goddess) Parvati; and in order to test (the efficacy of) the 
boon, the demon, it is said, proceeded to place his hand on the head of Lord Sankara 
(Himself). The all-blissful Lord (now) got dismayed at His own act (of granting that boon). (23) 
Trembling in great fear, He fled before the Asura, who now pursued Him. He covered the 
whole length of the earth and heavens and reached the very end of the cardinal points; but 
(finding the Asura still pursuing Him) ran (further) in a northerly direction. (24) Finding no 
remedy for the trouble, all the great gods kept quiet. Finally Bhagavan Sankara went to the 
shining region of Vaikuntha, lying beyond the sphere of Prakrti. (25) It is the realm of 
Bhagavan Narayana, the supreme resort of recluses who, having taken a vow of complete 
non-violence have attained perfect tranquillity of mind. On reaching this region one does not 
return to mundane life. (26) Seeing Siva in that miserable plight, from a distance, Bhagavan 
Narayana, who removes all affliction, assumed the form of a young Brahmacani (religious 
student) by dint of His Yogamaya (wonderful creative power) and appeared before 
Vrkasura.(27) Adorned with a girdle made of Mufija grass, (black) deer-skin, a staff anda 
rosary of Rudraksa beads, He shone by His lustre like the fire. Holding a (bunch of) Kusa 
grass in His hand, He hailed the Asura like a humble student. (28) 
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The Lord (disguised as a Brahmacari) said : O Vrkasura, evidently you are (much) 
fatigued. Have you covered a long distance? Rest Yourself awhile. This body is the source 
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of all blessings. (Why do you put it to unnecessary exertion ?) (29) Mighty as you are, please 
tell me, if the matter is fit for our ears, what you have set your mind upon. For people generally 
seek to accomplish their object through persons choosen for their help. (30) 
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Sri Suka went on : (Pariksit !) thus questioned by the Lord in words raining nectar (as 
it were) the Asura felt refreshed and related to Him in order of sequence all that he had 
done.(31) 
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The Lord said : "If itis so, then we do not believe his words. Do you not know that under 
the curse of Daksa He has adopted the ways of Pisacas (evil spirits)? He is now the ruler of 
Pretas (genii) and Pisacas. (32) O lord of demons, if you still repose faith in Sankara as the 
Teacher of the world, the truth may be verified (by you) this very instant, O dear friend, by 
placing your hand on your own head. (33) O chief of Asuras, if the words of Sankara are found 
to deviate from truth in any wise, you had better do away with that liar so that he may not (live 
to) utter a falsehood again." (34) The words spoken by the Lord were so very sweet and cast 
such a magic spell on him that he lost his reasoning power, and the wicked Asura in utter 
forgetfulness placed his hand on his own head. (35) Instantaneously he fell down with his 
head split as if by a stroke of lightning; and shouts of triumph, salutations and applause were 
raised (by the gods) in heaven. (36) On the sinful Vrkasura rained having been killed, gods, 
manes and Gandharvas showers of flowers, and Bhagavan Sankara was redeemed froma 
precarious situation. (37) The almighty Lord Visnu (thereupon) said to Sankara, who was 
(now) free, "© Lord ! O supreme Deity, this wicked Asura has been killed by his own sins. 
OLord, having actually sinned against the great who can possibly be happy? Much less could 
he be happy who did wrong to You the Lord and preceptor of the universe". (38-39) 


a Tareaesa: a Tea | 
fifortet metus oat faq aafafretenfefH: iso! 


ofa steerer verge oes Blea ea STH exe TEETH TTATSHATA: 122 | 


Sti Hari is an ocean of powers, which are both incomprehensible and beyond the range 
of speech. He is no other than the Supreme Spirit beyond Prakrti. He who relates or listens 
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\o this story of His rescuing Lord Sankara (from trouble) gets completely freed from(the cycle 
of) births and deaths and is rid of the fear of enemies. (40) 


Thus ends the eighty-eighth discourse entitled "Lord Rudra rescued (from trouble)," 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse LXXXIX 
(The three chief gods put to test by the sage Bhrgu;) the 
Lord brings back the (dead) sons of a Brahmana 
SRT SAT 
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Sri Suka began again : O king, (on one occasion) great sages assembled on the bank 

of the Saraswati (for exchange of views on the object of life and the means of attaining the 
same). (In the course of their discussion) a question came up before the assemblage as to 
which of the three lords of creation (viz., Brahma, Visnu and Siva) was the greatest. (1) O 
king, the Rsis actually deputed Bhrgu, one of Brahma's sons, to ascertain the out of curiosity 
fact with intent to know this truth, Maharsi Bhrgu (first) visited the court of Brahma, and with 
a view to testing Brahma's forbearance and other qualities, did neither bow to him nor 
offer any praises. Brahma got angry with him and looked as if burning with his majestic 
glow. (2-3) But considering that the insult was offered by his own son, Brahma (the self-born) 
subdued the anger of his heart within his mind by force of reason, just as one extinguished 
fire by water, which is an evolute of fire itself. (4) 
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From Brahma's court the sage Bhrgu went to Kailasa (the home of Siva).Seeing that it 
was his own brother (Bhrgu, who had come ona visit to Him), the Lord Sankara (the supreme 
Deity) rose in (great) joy (from His seat) and proceeded to embrace the sage. (5) But Bhrgu 
avoided his touch saying, "I shall not touch you, since you have broken social conventions 
and flouted the injunctions of the Vedas." Siva lost His temper when He heard this. His eyes 
shot fire. Taking up His trident, He proceeded to strike the sage (with it.) (6) But Goddess 
Parvati, falling at Siva's feet, pacified Him by soothing words. Thereafter Bhrgu went to 
Vaikuntha, the realm of Bhagavan Visnu. (7) He found the Lord reposing (with His head) on 
the lap of Laksmi (the goddess of prosperity). (Breaking into His room unceremoniously) the 
sage suddenly kicked Him on the chest. The almighty Lord, the (sole) refuge of the virtuous, 
thereupon (quickly) rose with Laksmi alighted from His bed and, bowing His head 
(in reverence) to the sage said, " O sage, you are welcome. Make yourself comfortable on 
this seat and rest awhile. Unaware of your arrival, we could not offer you welcome in time. 
Pray, forgive us this omission.(8-9) O great one ! great sage, your feet are so soft, O dear 
one!" Saying this, the Lord began to knead the feet of the sage with His own hands, and again 
said:—(10) "O sage, the water touched by your feet lends sanctity even to the sacred waters. 
(Pray) sanctify Me, My realm (Vaikuntha) and the protectors of the world residing in Me, with 
the same. (11) O worshipful sage, all My sins have been washed off by the very touch of your 
feet. From this day | have become the sole abode of Sri Laksmi, the goddess of wealth. She 
will hereafter (constantly) dwell on My bosom (bearing the mark of your foot)." (12) 
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Sri Suka continued : Hearing these words of the Lord uttered in a deep low tone, the 
sage Bhrgu felt (highly) satisfied and happy. His voice got choked through (the rising tide 
of) Devotion and tears rushed to his eyes. He could not utter a word. (13) O king, returning 
to the assembly of sages, who were (all) expository of the Vedas, he narrated all that he 
had experienced (in the valms of Brahma, Sankara and Bhagavan Visnu). (14) Hearing his 
experiences, the sages in the assembly were filled with wonder and freed from all doubts. 
They were now convinced that Visnu was the Supreme Deity, the fountain-head of 
tranquillity and security. (15) From Visnu proceed virtue itself, wisdom, dispassion, united 
with it, the eight forms of supernatural powers and fame, which wipes out the impurities of 
the mind. (16) He is described as the supreme resort of saints and sages who are 
embodiments of peace, equanimity and detachment, and who have taken a vow of 
complete non-violence.(17) The quality of Sattva constitutes His beloved person, and the 
Brahmana is His favourite deity. Men possessed of disinterestedness, serenity (of mind) 
and subtle understanding take to His adoration. (18) It is his Maya, constituted of the three 
Gunas, which has evolved His three forms, viz., the Raksasas, the Asuras and the gods. 
Of these, only gods embodying the quality of Sattva are the means of His realization (He 
Himself being the end of all pursuit).(19) 
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Sri Suka went on: (Pariksit !) the sages assembled on the bank of the Saraswati arrived 
this conclusion (not for their own sake, but) for dispelling the doubts of men. Adoring the lotus- 
feet of the Supreme Person, they attained to His supreme state. (20) 


Yd sara 
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Sita said : (Saunaka and other sages !) this story, which brings out the glory of the 
Supreme Person, dispel the fear of transmigration (in the form of births and deaths). Like (a 
stream of) sweet-smelling nectar it has emanated from the lotus-like lips of Sri Suka, (the son 
of the sage Vyasa.) The traveller who, coursing through the circuitous paths of this world, 
constantly drinks of it through the cups of his ears gets rid of the fatigue of wandering through 


the world. (21) 
ATH SAT 
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Sri Suka resumed : Pariksit, once upon a time at Dwaraka the wife of a Brahmana gave 
birth to a child; but the moment it was born and touched the ground, they say, it died. (22) 
Taking the deceased child to the portal of the royal palace, the Brahmana laid it on the ground 
and with a heart full of grief began to weep (for it) piteously. He spoke thus:—"My child has 
died because of some vicious act of the ruler of this kingdom, (a base ksatriya) who is a 
Brahmana-hater, has a wicked disposition, is full of avarice and has set his mind on the 
pleasures of his sense. (23-24) The people depending on a ruler who takes delight in bloody 
acts, has a vicious character andis a slave of his senses, lead a miserable life and are always 
in distress for want of money." (25) The second and third child of the Brahmana sage also 
died under similar circumstances and the Brahmana brought their dead bodies in the same 
manner to the palace gate and repeating the same observation in a loud tone left the 
deceased children there. (26) (Thus as many as eight children of the Brahmana died one 
after another.) When he repeated the complaint at the loss of his ninth child, Arjuna was also 
sitting by the side of Lord Sri Krsna. Hearing the remarks of the Brahmana, he vauntingly 
said, " O venerable Brahmana, is there no Ksatriya who can wield a bow in this city of 
Dwaraka (where you reside)? It seems these Yadavas (who are unable to protect their 
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subjects) are no better than Brahmanas assembled for a sacrifice. (27-28) The rulers in 
whose kingdom a Brahmana grieves over the loss of his wealth, wife or children are (no 
Ksatriyas, but) mere actors playing the role of a Ksatriya only to fill their belly. (They live in 
vain.) (29) O Brahmana, | undertake to protect the child that may be born to you (hereafter), 
afflicted as you and your wife are (by the loss of your children) here. If | fail to carry out my 
promise, | shall jump into fire (and put an end to my life) and (thereby) atone for my sin." (30) 
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The Brahmana said : (Arjuna!) when Sri Balarama, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, Pradyumna, 
the foremost of archers, and the matchless warrior Aniruddha have failed to protect my 
children, how dare you undertake to do so ? Even those lords of the world find it an 
impossible task. It is simply childish on your part to brag like this. We cannot put any faith 
in your words. (31-32) 

SFT sara 
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Arjuna replied : | am neither Balarama, nor Sri Krsna, nor again Pradyumna. Surely | 
am Arjuna, the wielder of the famous Gandiva bow, O worshipful one! (33) Please do not 
make light of my prowess, with which | pleased the three-eyed Sankara (Himself). | shall 
conquer even the god of death in battle and bring back your child, my master. (34) 
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Pariksit, thus (comforted and) assured by Arjuna, the Brahmana returned to his place full 
of delight and eager to witness Arjuna's prowess.(35) As the period of confinement of his wife 
drew near, the exalted Brahmana approached Arjuna in great anxiety and entreated him 
saying, "Pray, protect my child from death." (36) (Hearing this), Arjuna sipped a little pure 
water and bowed to Bhagavan Sankara. Thereafter he invoked all his weapons of super- 
natural efficacy and took up his Gandiva bow having strung it properly. (87) He fenced on 
all sides, as well as above and below, the house of confinementwwith arrows charmed with 
the power of Mantras, thus encasing it in a cage of arrows as it were. (38) The wife of the 
Brahmana in due course gave birth to a child, which gave repeated cries; but presently it 
_bodily disappeared through the sky. (39) Now the Brahmana began to censure Arjuna in the 
presence of Sri Krsna. He said, “ Look at my folly. | put my faith in the futile boast of a 
eunuch.(40) Who else is powerful enough to save one whom neither Pradyumna nor 
Aniruddha, nor even Balarama and Sri Krsna could protect ? (41) Fie upon Arjuna, who made 
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empty boasts. Five upon the bow of Arjuna, who indulges in self-praise. Look at his dull- 
wittedness! The fool intends to bring back what has been snatched away from me by 
Providence.(42) 
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When the Brahmana sage began to reproach him thus, Arjuna, with the help of charms, 
at once went to the capital of Yama, where rules the god of retribution (43) Not finding the 
child of the Brahmana there, he thence proceeded, bow in hand, to the cities of Indra (the 
lord of immortals,), Agni (the god of fire), Nirrti (the god of death), Soma (the moon-god), 
Varuna (the god of water), Vayu (the wind-god), to the nether world known as Rasatala, to 
regions higher than Indra's paradise and other regions, but did not find the Brahmana child 
anywhere. Having thus failed to redeem his promise, he now decided to jump into blazing 
fire. But Bhagavan Sri Krsna deterred him, saying, "Brother Arjuna, do not make light of 


yourself in this way. | shall show you (all) the children of the Brahmana. The very men who 
reproach you now will then resuscitate our spotless glory." (44—46) 
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Thus consoling Arjuna, the almighty Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, took Arjuna with Him and, 
mounting His divine chariot, proceeded towards the west.(47) Crossing the seven Dwipas, 
each containing seven mountain ranges, the seven oceans (dividing those Dwipas from one 
another) and the Lokaloka mountain (situated beyond them all), He entered the region of 
thick darkness. (48) Pariksit! His (celestial) horses—Saibya, Sugriva, Meghapuspa and 
Balahaka—lost their way in that darkness (and could not proceed further). (49) Seeing them 
in that plight, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the Lord of all great masters of Yoga, sent ahead of Him 
(as a guide) His discus (Sudargana), which shone like a thousand suns (put together). (50) 
Quick as thought, Sudarsana made its way through that extensive thick and most terrible 
darkness created by the Lord Himself, piercing it by its enormous light. It appeared (at that 
time) like a shaft discharged from the bow string of Sri Rama penetrating the armies of 
Raksasas. (51) Following the path made by Sudargana, the chariot reached the end of the 
region of darkness. Beyond it shone the region of supreme, infinite and all-pervading Light. 
Dazed by that light, Arjuna had to shut both his eyes. (52) Crossing the region of light, the 
divine chariot entered the region of (supramundane) water, which looked most beautiful 
because of its huge waves created by a strong wind (which was blowing at that time). A 
wonderful and most luminous palace shining with thousands of columns of brilliant jewels 
appeared before them there. (53) Bhagavan Sesa, most terrible ahd wonderful to look at, 
was present there. Possessed of a thousand hoods, each radiant with many jewels on its top 
and two fearful eyes, He shone brightly like the white Kailasa mountain, and was blue at the 
neck and endowed with blue tongues. (54) (Pariksit! there) Arjuna saw the most exalted 
Supreme Person, the all-pervading Lord of infinite powers, reposing on Sesa, making the 
Coils of the latter His comfortable bed. His Form resembled in colour a cloud surcharged with 
humidity. He was clad in bright yellow, and His cheerful countenance and big eyes looked 
(most) charming. (55) The lustre of the ear-rings and of the crown on His head, containing 
many precious jewels, lighted up His profuse curly locks. He possessed eight long and lovely 
arms; the Kaustubha gem shone at His neck; His chest bore the mark of Srivatsa, and the 
garland of sylvan flowers hung up to His knees. (56) (Pariksit!) Arjuna saw that the Lord's 
attendants like Nanda and Sunanda, His discus (Sudargana) and other weapons endowed 
with personal forms, His four Potencies viz., Pusti (Grace), Sri (Splendour), Kirti (Fame) and 
Maya, and all the fortunes waited on Him, who is the Lord of Brahma and the other Rulers 
of the world. (57) (Pariksit!) Bhagavan Sri Krsna bowed to the infinite Lord, who was but 
Himself in another form. Arjuna was (somewhat) filled with awe at His sight: (but following 
Sri Krsna) he too bowed to Him and both of them stood (there) with joined palms. (Now) with 
a smile on His lips, and in a deep and sonorous voice the Perfect Person, who is the Lord 
of Brahma and other protectors of the world, said to them. (58) "(O Sri Krsna, O Arjuna), 
desirous of seeing You both, | had the sons of the Brahmana brought here. You have both 
appeared on earth with Your part manifestations for the vindication of virtue. Killing the 
Asuras, who have become a burden to the earth, soon return to Me. (59) You are the sages 
Nara and Narayana. Though sated in everyway and foremost of all, follow the path of virtue 
for maintaining the world order by setting an example before men." (60) 
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The said Sri Krsna and Arjuna accepted the mandate of the Supreme Person, 
bowed to Him and, supremely delighted, returned to Dwaraka with the sons of the 
Brahmana following the same route by which they had gone there. The sons of the 
Brahmana had grown up according to their respective age, but in appearance they were 
the same as at the time of their birth. Bhagavan Sri Krsna and Arjuna returned them to 
the Brahmana. (61-62) Seeing the glorious realms of Bhagavan Visnu, Arjuna felt much 
astonished. He realized that whatever prowess is possessed by men was due to the 
grace of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (63) (Pariksit!) exhibiting these and many other similar 
feats, Bhagavan Sri Krsna appeared to men as if enjoying worldly pleasures (like 
ordinary men of the world) and performed sacrifices on the highest scale (like the 
greatest of kings). (64) Just as Indra sends down timely showers, so He showered all 
boons on the Brahmanas and other subjects, adopting the conduct of an ideal king. (65) 
He Himself killed many an unrighteous king, and caused many others to be killed by 
Arjuna and others. In this way He easily re-established the rule of Dharma (throughout 
the world) with the help of Yudhisthira and other (righteous) kings. (66) 


Thus ends the eighty-ninth discourse entitled “The Lord brings back the (dead) sons 
of a Brahmana”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XC 
The Story of (the amorous sports of) Sri Krsna narrated 
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Sri Suka began again: (Pariksit! the splendour of Dwaraka was matchless.) Its roads 
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and streets were day and night thronged with young elephants in rut, richly adorned soldiers, 
horses and brilliant chariots plated with gold. On every side of the city there were gardens 
and parks containing rows of trees in blossom which were filled with the music of birds and 
humming bees. It was a city abounding in wealth of every description. The world's greatest 
heroes, the Yadus, considered it a privilege to live in it and enjoy its amenities. The women 
of that city possessed budding youth. When, while playing with balls etc., in their mansions, 
their gorgeous dress got unsettled exposing a part of their body, it flashed as a streak of 
lightning. The Lord of Laksmi (the goddess of prosperity) Himself lived in that city with great 
ease and comfort. It was His own (favourite) city. (1—4) Bhagavan Sri Krsna was the one 
beloved consort of (more than) sixteen thousand wives. Each of them possessed a mansion 
of surpassing wealth and splendour for her residence. Assuming as many charming forms 
as He had wives, He sported with them (severally) in their mansions. (5) All these mansions 
possessed beautiful tanks of their own. Their limpid water was ever fragrant with the pollen 
of lotuses of every description, (Swans, cranes and other beautiful) birds (continually) 
warbled in them. (6) The Lord of prosperity (Bhagavan Sri Krsna) sported (with His consorts) 
entering the water of the rivers, and the saffron on the breasts of these ladies transferred itself 
to His bosom as they embraced Him (in the course of these sports.) (7) The Gandharvas (at 
that time) sang His praises, while the SUtas, Magadhas and bards joyously sounded their 
clay tomtoms, kettledrums, tabors and lutes. (8) 
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The consorts of the Lord would (now and then) smilingly throw jets of water on Him 
through syringes, and He (too) sprinkled water on them and drenched them in return. 
Sporting thus with His wives, He would appear like Kubera (the king of Yaksas) sporting with 
Yaksa women.(9) The breasts and thighs of these ladies would appear through their wet 
clothes, and flowers stuck to their swollen braids would drop. Throwing water on Him 
(through their syringes), they would approach Him with intent to wrest the syringe from His 
hands, and make it an excuse for embracing their beloved Lord. Through His thrilling touch 
their love would grow all the more, which would make their face bloomin greatjoy. The beauty 
of the queens naturally increased on such occasions. (10) The garland of sylvan flowers 
hanging on Bhagavan Sri Krsna's bosom would get tinged with the saffron on their breasts. 
Through intense absorption in enjoyment the braid of His curly locks would get loosened and 
begin to wave free in the air. He would throw, again and again, jets of water on His consorts, 
who in their turn would drench Him in the same fashion. In this way the Lord sported with His 
consorts (even) as the leader of a herd of wild elephants would with their females. (11) (On 
the conclusion of this sport) Bhagavan Sri Krsna and His consorts would give away their 
clothes and ornaments used at the time of sport to male and female dancers and to those 
who subsisted by vocal and instrumental music. (12) (Pariksit!) that is how the Lord used to 
carry on His sports. His (charming) gait, (sweet) words, (endearing) glances, (enchanting) 
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smiles, (enlivening) jests and jokes and (loving) embraces captivated the heart of His 
consorts. (13) Bhagavan Sri Krsna was the be-all and end-all of theirlives, the sole possessor 
of their heart. Absorbed in the thought of their lotus-eyed Lord, they would remain speechless 
for a while, and would suddenly break out with incoherent talks in the manner of a lunatic. 
(In the intensity of their love) they would (now and then begin to experience excruciating pain 
of separation from the Lord even in His presence and) give way delirious talks. | shall 
reproduce these talks; (please) listen to them. (14) 


We HA: 
anft faoafa @ diate 3 a8 afafa sofa waited pater: | 
aafra afta cafe mefaftiada afeararerienctafaaa 1241 


The queens said : O she-osprey, we are in the depth of the night now, and the whole 
world appears to be one big void. The Lord Himself has buried His ever wakeful conscious- 
ness (for the time being), and has gone to sleep. But your eyes know no sleep. Why do you 
wail and lament thus, keeping awake for the whole night ? O friend, it seems your heart has 
been pierced, equally with that of ours, by the (sweet) smiles and gracious and sportive 
glances of the lotus-eyed Lord. Surely that is the reason why you do not get sleep. (15) 


7a fiiteafa ares indie aevt aq amate | 
qe wea aafrarqnaye fe ar a werd Hato are 24 
Ored goose, why have you closed your eyes during the night ? Is it because your partner 
has gone out of sight that you wail so piteously ? If so, we are really sorry for you. Oris it that 


you are possessed like us with the desire of waiting upon the Lord, and long to adorn your 
braid with the garland offered at the feet of the Lord ? (16) 


7 of: wa fea  seanosefsisiierasamm: | 
fe a qgremenenssa: wet at a a mat gram igyl 
O ocean, you constantly roar and thunder. Do you get no sleep at all ? Itseems you have 
developed the disease of insomnia.Or is it that our dear Lord has robbed you of the natural 
qualities of tranquillity and gravity etc.? That is why, like us, you have developed a disease 
which is so difficult to get rid of. (17) 
4 aaron aeaante Weta set aftorerat a fractferfata: faroirf 
arrgranent ae aa a frees at: wrfiritermerd a: 1901 
O moon, you have fallen a victim to the fell disease of consumption. Oh good gracious, 
you have got so attenuated that you cannot disperse the darkness by your rays. (No, no;) 


it seems the (sweet confidential) talks of our beloved Lord (Sri Krsna) have escaped out of 
your memory, as out of ours. That is why you have become mute. (18) 


‘(fe araftarenfitoante aster ciframngahia ehafe a: eeiee! 


O southern wind, what offence have we given you that you send impulses of love into our 
heart, which is already torn to pieces by the sidelong glances of the Lord ? (19) 
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O cloud, your colour is as lovely and beautiful as that of our beloved Lord. Surely you are 
very dear to our Lord, the crown-jewel of the race of Yadu. That is why, bound to Him with 
ties of love, you are absorbed in His thought like us. With a heart full of anxiety you always 
pine for Him like us and recollecting Him again and again shed profuse tears. Oh, the very 
contact with Him is painful. (20) 


frerraqarfa oma Wrasifanarar fit 1 
ara fem a fri aq a aferaus aif 12! 


O cuckoo, your voice is so sweet and melodious. It seems our beloved Lord has made 
it so sweet (by drilling it). You warble in notes as sweet as those of the honey-tongued Sri 
Krsna, Your songs bring life even to the dead. Please tell us what service we may render to 
you today. (21) 


qa uefa a aqenagg fata fanaa veraaei 
af aa aggaraefi aafta armada aided?! 


Oh, dear mountain, you possess a noble mind. It is you who support the earth by 
maintaining her balance. How is it that you neither move nor speak anything ? You seem to 
be mergedin some serious thought. Oris it that you long to place the lotus-feet of our beloved 
Lord on your breast-like peaks (even) as we. (22) 


qaaa: afin aa fequea: ameoaaei spud: | 
Tae aa TeTa: sOTaStHasTa ypee: yeni: 1231 
Orivers, consorts of the ocean, (it is summer now). Your beds are dry. The beauty of the 

lotus (full bloom) is no longer to be in found in you. You have become very lean and thin. (The 
reason is not far to seek.) (Just) as we have been robbed of our heart and have become much 
too emaciated, being deprived of the love-laden glances of (our beloved Consort,) the Lord 
of the Yadus, so have you been reduced to this wretched condition because the clouds no 
longer supply you with water from your beloved ocean. (23) 


oa arraareaat fra wet aay a: et ad at a fears afsefaa: RITA THT | 
fe arag@ate: ora d ene Va aa aitsronta ware frerqa Baenfapr fran 12% | 
O dear swan, you are welcome. Take your seat (here) and have a little milk. Please tell 
us something of our beloved Lord. We know you are His messenger. Is our dear Sri Krsna, 
whois under no body's control, hale and hearty ? O brother, He is very fickle in His friendship. 
Once He told us that we were the most beloved of Him. Does He remember that profession 
of His love ? However, letit go. (If He can afford to be indifferent to us, why should we languish 
for Him ?) (Vile) messenger of a treacherous lover! we do not care to go to Him. (Or if He calls 
us just in order to make friends with us,) you might (as well) bring Him here, (so that we may 
have a direct talk with Him); but take care not to bring Laksmi with Him. (If He cannot come 
here leaving Laksmi alone, we ask you one thing.) Of all women, does Laksmi alone boast 
of Her exclusive love for the Lord ? (Is there none among us, who can claim to possess such 
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love ?) (24) 


sdeet waa TT area | faa meet Sf ara af 124! 

aeamista a: eto seared wa: | seme al GRaaiat pa: Ga: 1261 

a: Ferd Sem oredareanfefiy SITS ade avai fer ava aa: 1201 

(Pariksit!) such was the (depth of) love and devotion which the consorts of Sri Krsna 

cherished for their husband, the Supreme Lord of great masters of Yoga; and through that 
they attained the supreme state. (25) The sports of the Lord have been sung in various ways 
through exquisite songs and poetry. (They are so sweet, so captivating that) they irresistibly 
draw the mind (and heart) of women when they hear them. How much greater, then, should 
be the attraction of those who (are privileged to) see Him (with their own eyes !) (26) And how 
could one form an estimate of the austerities performed by those (privileged) women who, 
regarding the (Supreme) Teacher of the world (Bhagavan Sri Krsna) as their husband, 
kneaded His feet, washed His body, fed Him and served Him with other kinds of loving - 
attentions. (27) 


Wa ated eninge act af ag amisferai Agata, a1 221 
oie vi ni gore TEAM | sa WSs Afeeasy matter 12¢ 1 
wat Siayarrast at: wreree: | efenuiteer THAT: 1301 
Were Se za POS | aaa aret arat ararenfatian: 1321 
aarqeedtatomarprest 


be attained by leading the life of ahouseholder. (28) Thatis why He had adopted the supreme 
way of life of a householder. (O king, | have already told you that) the number of Sri Krsna's 
consorts was sixteen thousand, one hundred and eight; the principal eight of those jewels 
among women, Rukmini and others, as well as their offspring have already been named in 
order of sequence. (29-30) The wives of Bhagavan Srikrsna (other than these eight too) bore 
Him ten sons each. This should cause on wonder; the Lord is Almighty and of unfailing 
resolution.(31) Of those sons of Sri Krsna, all of whom possessed unbounded valour, 
eighteen were warriors of foremost rank and possessed excellent renown. Hear their names 
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from Me. (32) They were Pradyumna and Aniruddha, Diptiman and Bhanu, Samba, Madhu 
Brhadbhanu, Citrabhanu, Vrka, Aruna. Puskara and Vedabahu, Srutadeva, Sunandana 
Citrabahu and Virapa, Kavi and Nyagrodha. (33-34) Pariksit, of these (eighteen) sons of Sr 
Krsna (again) Pradyumna, born of Rukmini, was the first and foremost. He was equal to his 
father (in every respect). (35) Pradyumna, a great car-warrior, married Rukmi's daughter, 
and out of that wedlock was born Aniruddha possessed of the strength of ten thousand 
elephants. (36) Aniruddha married the daughter of his own maternal uncle, Rukmi's son, 
Vajra was born out of this wedlock. He was the only survivor after the destruction (of Yadu's 
race) through the instrumentality of a piston (brought into existence by the curse of 
Brahmana sages). (37) Vajra's son was named Pratibahu, whose son was Subahu. 
Subahu's son was Santasena and his son was Satasena. (38) No one born in this race was 
destitute or weak, and none of them died early. All of them were devoted to the Brahmanas 
and possessed more sons than one. (39) O king, this race produced so many (famous and) 
distinguished men that it is not possible to enumerate them in tens of thousands of years. 
(40) | have heard that the number of teachers who taught the children of this race was three 
crore and eighty-eight lakh. (41) Who could tell the number of the high-souled Yadus in 
such circumstances? King Ugrasena alone was (always) accompanied by warriors 
numbering ten billions (10,000,000,000,000). (42) 


zarqueaem «Se A eTRT: 1 A eT TSG oT aT aarfet 1u31 
afaxera efter shat tat ad: Hei sradiot: qed aarti FI ex 
aati wat ama syeaMagh: 1a amafiteres agy: dara: 1x4! 
STATEATeAT OUTST ea, 1a fag: GT Gara: Forse: 145! 
(Pariksit, in days of yore) many a terrible Asura was slain in the encounter between the 
gods and the Asuras; they were reborn among men. These proud and arrogant Asuras 
(reborn as human beings) began to molest the people. (43) In order to chastise and subdue 
them the gods under the direction of the Supreme Lord were born in the race of Yadu, O King! 
This race was divided into one hundred and one families.(44) Bhagavan Sri Krsna was the 
sole guide and Lord of all the Yadus. All those Yadavas, who faithfully followed Him (and 
worked for Him) prospered (in everyway). (45) The mind of the Yadavas remained 
(constantly) fixed on Sri Krsna, so much so that they‘lost consciousness of their body while 
sleeping, resting, walking, chatting, sporting, bathing and performing other duties (of their 
daily routine).(They carried on these functions like so many automatons.) (46) 


fd Twat gy evaftencatd 


ferengia: afeasiiqes aaqratart ade armea isc! 

Pariksit |! the Ganga which washes the feet of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, is (certainly) very 
sacred. But, when the same Lord (the holiest of the holy) descended in'the race of Yadu, the 
glory of the Ganga naturally diminished as compared to the glory of His incomparable 

- fame.(How great, indeed, is the glory of the Lord's Form that) those who loved Him and those 
who hated Him, both attained His state. Goddess Laksmi, who is sought after by other gods, 
keeps Herself (constantly) engaged in His service. His (auspicious) Name (once) heard or 
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uttered destroys (all) evil. Of all forms of Dharma preached and practised by the descendants 
of (various) Rsis, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the founder (and fountain-head). He holds in His 
hand the discus (which is a symbol of the ever rotating wheel of Time, the all-destroyer). 
Under such circumstances, it is no wonder that He should relieve the burden of the earth 
(from time to time). (47) Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the (sole) asylum of (all) beings. (He is 
constantly present everywhere, and yet) they say He manifested Himself from the womb of 
Devaki. The Yadava heroes (always) waited on Him (with joined palms). By (the strength of) 
His arms He put down (all) unrighteousness. (By His very nature, O king,) the Lord wipes out 
the sufferings of all mobile and immobile creatures. By His charming countenance full of 
winning smiles He kindled love into the hearts of (the women) of Vraja as well as of the towns, 
He is the one conqueror of the whole world. (Victory to Him and Him alone !) (48) 


za oe araifarssaternireaqectasanta | 
anit adam gee serge veardafafres ie! 
elerarqeeatiarar TErestiaHastaurentapatatt | 
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(Pariksit !) the Supreme Person (who is beyond the realm of Prakrti) sportively assumed 
a (transcendental) Form with intent to vindicate the path of virtue chalked out by Himself, and 
enacted (many wondertul) sports appropriate to that Form. Everyone of His acts is capable 
of cutting asunder the bonds of Karma (of those who contemplate on it). He who'seeks to 
gain the privilege of serving the (lotus) feet of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the crown-jewel of Yadus, 
should (make it a point to) listen to the stories of His sports. (49) By listening to, chanting and 
contemplating on the charming stories of Bhagavan Sri Krsna every moment, man develops 
the devotion which leads him to the (supreme) sphere of the Lord. (True,) it is (most) difficult 
to reach beyond the jurisdiction of Time; but in the Lord's realm Time has no sway. Even 
rulers of the earth have left their kingdom and retired to the forest for (the performance of 
austerities with the object of) gaining that eternal realm. (Therefore, one should constantly 
engage oneself in hearing the stories of the Lord.) (50) 


Thus ends the ninetieth discourse entitled "The Story of (the amorous sports of) Sri Krsna 
narrated," in the latter half of Book ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahathsa-Samhita, composed by the 
sage Vedavyasa and consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 
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Srimad Bhagavata-Mahapurana 
Book Eleven 
Discourse | 


The curse of the Rsis invoking the destruction of Yadu's race 


HT RTCA A] 
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Sarm: uftadise waa wafers favatera Fea 
amiate aggre faera aurea afafra enfaqat ami | 
wd wafadt wr weage gat aera fas dag wae fay: 1 4 | 
mye oacavatiaen are or wife: eaeat fered Teeter fame: |e 
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Sri Suka (son of Vedavyasa) began again : Attended by Balarama and the Yadavas, 
Sri Krsna destroyed the demons and, creating violent discord (between the Pandavas and 
the Kauravas) relieved the earth of her burden. (1) Making His instrument the Pandavas, 
whose ire had been repeatedly provoked by their enemies (the Kauravas), through deceitful 
gambling, humiliating insult, dragging (Draupadi) by the hair and in other ways, the Lord 
caused destruction of the kings gathered on both sides and (thus) relieved the earth of her 
burden. (2) Having thus annihilated the kings and their armies, who were a burden to the 
earth, through the Yadavas, protected by His own arms, the Lord of inscrutable ways 
thought:—"Though the burden of the earth has been removed, yet | do not take it as 
(completely) removed so long as the unconquerable race of Yadu exists. (3) Having always 
been protected by Me, and grown uncontrollable through prosperity, this race of Yadu can 
by no means be vanquished by others (even by gods). (Therefore,) just as a bamboo grove 
is consumed by fire (produced by the friction of the bamboos themselves), | shall destroy the 
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Yadavas by creating internal strife among them, and (then) in peace shall return to My realm 
(Vaikuntha)." (4) O king (Pariksit) |! having thus resolved, the Lord of truthful resolution 
brought about the annihilation of His own race through the curse of the Brahmanas as a 
pretext (or obvious cause). (5) Having attracted the eyes of people by His (transcendent) 
personality, which disparaged beauty in others, and by His words the hearts of those wha 
remembered them; and suspending by (the sight of) His footprints the (movements and) 
actions of those who saw them; and having His fame spread in the world and sung in 
charming verses and thinking that through such renown (when heard or sung) people would 
easily emerge from darkness the Lord retired to His realm. (6-7) 


: astara 
Reva aeraet fe ggafaan fara: Hemaye quiet peratart i 2 | 
afafra: @ a ama areal fewer madera fe waa wd aca 813) 
The king (Pariksit) submitted : How did the curse of Brahmanas fall upon the Vrsnis, 
who were devoted to the Brahmanas, were liberal and always served their elders, and who 
had given their mind (in devotion) to Sri Krsna ? (8) O the best of Brahmanas ! what was the 


occasion of the curse, and what was its nature ? How did discord find place among those who 
were of one mind ? Do tell me all this. (9) 


ATR TATA 
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Sri Suka replied : Exhibiting a form embodying all graces in the world, performing most 
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auspicious actions with (all) His desires (ever) gratified, enjoying Himself in His city 
(Dwaraka), the Lord of widely established fame desired to destroy His race as that was the 
only work left unaccomplished (by Him). (10) The Lord had performed highly auspicious 
deeds, which (when sung) bring holiness and destroy the sins of the Kali age in those that 
sing them. Now He was residing in the house of Vasudeva as the Destroyer. He bade farewell 
to the sages—Viswamitra, Asita, Kanva, Durvasa, Bhrgu, Angira, KaSyapa, Vamadeva, Atri, 
Vasistha, Narada and others, and they went away to (the holy place of) Pindaraka (near 
Dwaraka). (11-12) The Yadava youths, while sporting (there), approached them and with 
mock humility clasped their feet and impudently asked them a question. (13) Having attired 
Jambavati's sons, Samba; as a woman, they said (to the Rsis); "O Brahmanas of unfailing 
vision, this pregnant woman of dafk eyes, soon to give birth to a child, and desiring to bring 
forth a son, wishes to know if she will give birth to a son or a daughter. She (however) feels 
shy to ask you directly." (14-15) O king, the sages, who were thus imposed upon, got angry 
and said to them: "O fools, she will give birth to a pestle which will destroy your race !" (16) 
Greatly terrified to hear that (curse), they at once bared the belly of Samba and actually found 
a pestle of iron there. (17) "What have we, unfortunate fellows, done ? What will people say 
(of us) ?" Thus perplexed, they returned home with the pestle. (18) With sad and pale faces 
they brought the pestle in the court, and in the presence of all the Yadavas narrated the 
(whole) incident to their king (Ugrasena). (19) O king, hearing about the unfailing curse of 
the sages and seeing the pestle (all) the inhabitants of Dwaraka were struck with wonder and 
got alarmed through fear. (20) Ahuka (Ugrasena), the said king of the Yadavas, got the pestle 
reduced to powder and thrown into the water of the sea. The remainingiron piece of the pestle 
(which could not be powdered) was also thrown (into the sea). (21) Some fish swallowed that 
iron piece, while the particles of the powder were borne by the waves to and deposited on 
the shore, where they grew into a kind of grass called Eraka. (22) The fish was caught in the 
net alongwith other fishes in the sea by some fisherman. The iron piece found in its stomach 
was fixed to the point of his arrow by a hunter. (23) The Lord knew the whole truth and (being 
almighty) had the power to nullify the curse of the sages; but He did not like to render it 
ineffectual. (On the other hand) He approved of it, being Himself the Destroyer. (24) 


Thus ends the first discourse, in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : O Pariksit (the best of the Kurus) ! eager to wait upon Sri Krsna, 
Narada very frequently stayed in Dwaraka, which was protected by the arms of Govinda. (1) 
O king ! what mortal man, possessing sound senses, would possibly neglect to worship the 
lotus-feet of Lord Mukunda, which are fit to be adored by the best of gods (Brahma and 
others) ? (2) On one occasion, when Narada (the divine sage) came to His house and had 
been worshipped and comfortably seated, Vasudeva greeted him and spoke thus:—(3) 

sat 
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Vasudeva submitted : O venerable sage, (just) as the movement of parents is 
conducive to the welfare of children, and that of pious persons treading the path of the 
glorious Lord is meant for the good of those bound by worldly attachments, your visit is a 
blessing to all creatures. (4) The conduct of the deities may conduce both to the happiness 
and misery of created beings; but the conduct of pious souls devoted to Lord Visnu like you 
promotes their happiness only. (5) The deities, acting like one's own shadow, serve their 
worshippers even as the latter worship them, following the course of their Karma. Saints 
(however) are compassionate towards the afflicted (irrespective of their Karma). (6) All the 
same, O holy Brahmana, we request you to tell us those Dharmas (righteous courses) which 
delight the Lord, and hearing of which with faith the mortal man is rid of all fear. (7) Indeed, 
in my previous birth in this world | worshipped the immortal Lord, who grants Liberation, for the 
sake of progeny, but not for (the boon of) emancipation, deluded as | was by His Maya. (8) O 
sage of noble vows, so instruct us that through you we may surely and easily be rid of (this) 
worldly existence full of manifold misery and beset with fear on all sides. (9) 


AR TATA 
wed pat aga = star steers aafidt: deni TM: 101 
Sri Suka continued : O king | questioned thus by the wise Vasudeva, and vividly 
reminded (thereby) of the Lord's qualities, the divine sage (Narada) felt (much) pleased and 


said to him (as follows). (10) 
ARG Sara 
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Narada replied : O Vasudeva (the foremost of the Yadavas) ! you have resolved well to 
have inquired me about the virtues and duties that delight the Lord and purify all. (11) Heard 
of or talked about, dwelt upon, accepted with reverence or (even) approved (when practised 
by others), this righteous course purifies at once without doubt even those who are hostile 
to the deities, nay, to all creatures. (12) | have been reminded by you today of the almighty 
Lord Narayana, who is most auspicious and whose name, when heard or sung, brings 
merit.(13) In this connection the wise narrate the following ancient legend embodying a 
conversation between the sons of Rsabha and the high-souled Janaka (the king of the 
Videhas).(14) Priyavrata, the well-known son of Swayambhuva Manu, had a son called 
Agnidhra—of whom was born Nabhi, whose son was known as Rsabha. (15) The wise 
declare that Rsabha descended (on earth) for popularizing the cult (of renunciation) leading 
to Liberation, and that he had an element of Lord Vasudeva in him, He had a hundred sons, 
who were (all) well-versed in the Vedas. (16) Of them the eldest son was Bharata. He was 
really a devotee of Lord Narayana. It is after him that this wonderful land (sub-continent) 
came to be known. (17) After enjoying the pleasures of this world he renounced it and left 
his home and, worshipping Lord Hari through askesis for three (consecutive) births, finally 
attained His state. (18) Out of those (ninety-nine younger brothers of Bharata), nine became 
the rulers of the nine Dwipas surrounding Bharatavarsa. And eighty-one became Brahmanas 
and authors of treatises on ritual acts, while (the remaining) nine became highly blessed 
sages. Having laboured in the domain of knowledge of Self, the latter propounded the highest 
truth and, living naked, became adepts in spiritual knowledge. (19-20) Their names are: Kavi, 
Hari, Antariksa, Prabuddha, Pippalayana, Avirhotra, Drumila, Camasa, and Karabhajana.(21) 
These sages beheld the universe, gross as well as subtle (the cause and its mutations) as 
identical with the Lord and without distinction from themselves, and wandered over the 
earth.(22) They go wherever they like as their path is unobstructed. They freely range over 
the regions of the gods, Siddhas, Sadhyas, Gandharvas, Yaksas, men, Kinnaras, Nagas, 
ascetics, Caranas, Bhairavas, Vidyadharas, Brahmanas and cows. (Being liberated souls), 
they had no attachment for any place or beings. (23) On one occasion they went of their own 
accord to attend a sacrificial performance of King Nimi, an enlightened soul, which was being 
conducted by Rsis in (that region of JambUdwipa called) Ajanabha (the old name of 
Bharatavarsa). (24) O king (Pariksit), seeing those sages, effulgent like the sun and (so) 
earnestly devoted to the Lord, the sacrificer (Nimi), the (sacred) fires and the Brahmanas 
(who were performing the rites) all rose to welcome them. (25) Knowing them to be (great) 
devotees of Lord Narayana, King Nimi felt (much) delighted (to see them). When they had 
been seated, he duly worshipped them in the order of their seniority. (26) The nine sages 
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were resplendent with their own lustre, like the sons of Brahma (Sanaka and others). King 
Nimi was greatly delighted to see them. Bent low with humility he put questions to them (as 


follows). (27) 
face sara 
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King Nimi said : | conclude you to be the direct attendants of Lord Visnu (the Destroyer 
of the demon Madhu); for (I know) His devotees go about the worlds to purify them. (28) The 
human body is a rare boon to embodied souls and that too is very transient. In the human 
life too it is very rarely that one meets the devotees of the Lord. (29) O pious souls, we, 
therefore, ask you what leads to everlasting bliss. In this world association with pious souls 
(like you) even for half a moment is (indeed) like a treasure to human beings. (30) If we are 


qualified to hear of them, (pray) tell us those righteous duties and observances sacred to the 
Lord, pleased with which that birthless Lord confers His very Self upon His votary. (31) 


ae Sara 
va & ff ge aga wenn: | ofaqeraat sien sacar yo 132! 
Narada continued : O Vasudeva, questioned thus by King Nimi, the worshipful sages 


complimented the king, his priests and the supervisors of the sacrifice, and gladly spoke (by 
turns as follows). (32) 
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Kavi said : | believe that, for the man whose mind is always agitated by mistaking this 
worthless body etc., for one's own self, worship of the Lord's lotus-feet is the safest course 
in that through such worship (all) fear completely disappears. (33) All those courses of 
conduct which were actually taught by the Lord Himself for His own Realization without much 
exertion even by the ignorant, surely know them as conducive to His pleasure. (34) O king, 
resorting to those courses a man would never go astray; even if he follows them running (in 
a desultory way) or with closed eyes (ignorantly), he would not stumble or take a false 
step.(35) Whatever he does with his body, tongue, mind or senses, reason or intellect or by 
the force of his inherited nature, he should consecrate all as an offering to the supreme Lord 
Narayana. (36) He who has turned away from the Lord loses the memory (of his real self), 
thanks to His Maya, and falls a prey to the erroneous belief that the body is one's own self, 
He is then seized with fear engendered by identification with the body (which is other than 
the self). Therefore, a discerning person should worship Him with exclusive devotion, looki ng 
upon his preceptor as the Deity as well as his own self. (37) Though duality has no (real) 
existence, it does appear like a dream or mental image to the mind of one who dwells upon 
it. Therefore, a wise man should control that mind from which proceed ideations and doubts. 
Fearlessness will follow fromit. (38) (Therefore) hearing of the most auspicious descents and 
deeds of Sri Hari (the Wielder of the discus) and singing His names denoting His descents 
and actions, well-known in the world, without any fear of being mocked at, one should move 
about free from attachment. (39) The man who, having adopted such a course of conduct, 
develops love for Him by singing the names of his beloved Lord, his heart melting in devotion, 
loudly laughs and weeps, screams, sings or dances like one possessed, transgressing 
conventions. (40) With exclusive devotion he bows to the sky, air, fire, water, earth, heavenly 
bodies, living beings cardinal points, trees and the like, rivers and seas and all created 
beings, considering them as the body of the Lord. (41) As one who eats (food) feels satisfied, 
gets nourishment and relief from hunger with every morsel, (similarly) in him who has 
resigned himself to the Lord, devotion, realization of the supreme Lord and aversion to other 
objects—all the three appear at once. (42) In the votary of God O king, who worships 
uninterruptedly as aforesaid the feet of Sri Hari (the immortal Lord) Devotion, a distaste for 
the enjoyments of the world and direct knowledge of God appear (simultaneously); and 
through them he directly attains (the state of) supreme peace. (43) 


waHarT 
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The king (Nimi) submitted : Now (kindly) describe the characteristics of the Lord's 
devotee among men, his disposition and course of conduct, how he behaves and what he 
speaks, and the distinctive traits which make him the favourite of the Lord. (44) 


aReara 
weg a: ea eae: | yea | aerate APTAAAA: 164 | 
ga mad atfesty fi ai sattagien a: aif a qem: 16) 
sata aaa a: Tega | TTY ST a AR: WIA: BA 1H! 


Dis. 2] BOOK ELEVEN 523 


YMRS ROR IH SIntOIOIniOISIEIiOi ta ninicintominionitottiinintniiininintototninintotot ici rcn nniciotosoio rng ining tranirtem tor grtototr anit 


Wranifsaraia, at a ae 3 me ete eee sel 


aanetfaqgan: 
a amepddtat ae aafe cera: | arq@aefea: 8 a amTadhm: 140! 
a ae srarhar a auismonfafa: | aarasferadaral 22 4 a wt: fra: 1421 
a ae @: 1 gfe fare am fran aay: a: A Oa APTadTA: 1421 
fayanfarraaraserpuaay factor retard, \ 
a defa wmacentraenatireredat a: 8 aera: 1431 
spTaa sefeemrefrranrraatirarsat fareraa | 
ae mequdiedt oa: a osMafa wax galfedscam: ius 
fagaft wa a ae mamgfitaenfatediseteara: | 
wore arate: A Wala AMTaAwe Se: 144! 
aia sirerrad Fen arene Sfecraereerersy fereanseaa: 12) 


Hari said : He is the foremost of the Lord's devotees, who sees himself established in 
all creatures as in the Lord (himself), and sees (all) creatures established in his own self as 
in the Divine Soul. (45) The votary who cherishes love for the Lord, is friendly to other 
devotees of the Lord, compassionate to the ignorant, and indifferent to his enemies, is a 
second-rate votary (because he discriminates among these classes, whereas the one 
described in the previous verse makes no discrimination). (46) He who does worship to the 
Lord with faith in an image only and does not serve His devotees and other beings is an 
ordinary devotee. (47) He who sees the universe as (a creation of) Visnu's Maya and, even 
though contacting the objects with his senses, neither experiences delight nor repulsion is 
indeed a devotee of the highest order. (48) He is the foremost devotee of the Lord, who by 
virtue of his (constant) remembrance of Sri Hari is never overwhelmed by mundane 
properties, (viz.,) birth and death, hunger (and thirst), fatigue, fear and ardent longing, which 
(really) belong to the body, vital air, senses, mind and intellect (and never to the Self). (49) 
He is undoubtedly the foremost devotee of the Lord, in whose mind the craving for enjoyment, 
the impulse for action and the seeds of future incarnation (in the shape of virtue and sin) never 
sprout, and to whom Lord Visnu is the only resort. (50) He is indeed beloved of the Lord, who 
never identifies himself with this body by virtue of his birth and pursuits, grade in society, race 
or stage of life. (51) He is the best among the devotees of the Lord, who makes no distinction 
between his own and that belonging to others in the matter of his possessions and body. He 
looks upon all created beings with an equal eye and is (always) calm. (52) He is the foremost 
of the votaries of Lord Visnu, whose memory of the Lord is ever fresh, and who even for the 
sovereignty of all the three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region) and even for 
half the time taken by the twinkling of an eye does not turn away from (the adoration of) the 

_ Lords's lotus-feet, which are sought after by the gods and others whose mind is fixed on the 
invincible Lord. (53) Just as with the rising ofthe moon the heat of the sun disappears, so 
the fever in the devotee's heart, (once) banished by the cool lustre shed by the gem-like nails 
of the Lord's feet taking long strides (while dancing with the devotee as during the Rasa 

_dance) can never appear again. (54) The name of the Lord is such that, even when uttered 
under constraint or unconsciously, it destroys multitudinous sins. That manis called the best 
of devotees, whose heart the Lord Himself does not leave as His lotus-feet are fastened by 
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the cord of Love. (55) 


Thus ends the second discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse III 
A Description of Maya and the means of transcending it; 


an exposition of Brahma and the Path of Action 
wart 
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The king (Nimi) submitted : We wish to know the (true nature of) Maya (the deluding 
potency) of the supreme Lord Visnu, which bewilders even those who are adepts in Maya 
(conjuring tricks). You revered sirs may (kindly) tell us of it. (1) | am a mortal sore afflicted 
by the sorrows of the world. Hearing your words narrating the nectar-like story of Sri Hari, 
which are the antidote for such afflictions, | do not feel satiated (desire to hear them again 


and again). (2) 
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Antariksa said : O mighty-armed one, Maya is that energy by which the most ancient 
Person, figuring as the Source of (the entire) creation, evolved with the help of these gross 
elements (all) forms of life, great and small, for the enjoyment and emancipation of embodied 
souls (His particles). (3) Having thus (for the good of the Jivas) entered (as the Inner 
Controller of) all forms of life evolved by means of the five gross elements, the Supreme 
Person splits Himself up (and appears first) as one (in the form of the mind) and (further) into 
ten (in the form of the ten Indriyas) and makes them (the Jivas) enjoy the (various) pleasures 
(through them). (4) Enjoying the (various) pleasures of sense by means of the senses 
illuminated by the (said) Inner Controller, the embodied soul identifies itself with this created 
body and gets attached to it. (5) Performing with the organs of action actions prompted by 
interested motives and reaping the agreeable and disagreeable consequences of his varied 
actions (of past lives), the embodied soul revolves in this whirligig (of mundane life). (6) Thus 
undergoing (various) forms of existence brought about by his (past) actions and carrying 
many evils (with them), the soul helplessly goes through (repeated) births and deaths till the 
final dissolution of creation. (7) When the dissolution of the (five gross) elements is imminent, 
the Time-Spirit, endless and without beginning, actually draws the manifest universe, 
consisting of gross and subtle matter, towards the Unmanifest (primordial Matter). (8) (Then) 
there appears on earth a dreadful drought lasting for a hundred years. The sun with its heat 
increased by the said Time-Spirit torments the three worlds. (9) A (huge and terrible) fire 
rising from the (thousand) mouths of Sankarsana (the serpent-god) and, burning everything 
from the bottom of the subterranean world, shoots up in high flames and, propelled by the 
wind, spreads in all directions. (10) The host of clouds charged with universal dissolution 
pour down showers, as thick as the trunk of an elephant, for one hundred years (without 
pause) with the result that the cosmos is submerged in water. (11) Then, leaving his cosmic 
body, O protector of men, Brahma (the cosmic person) gets merged in the Unmanifest 
(Brahma), just as fire enters its unmanifest state (gets extinguished) when divested of 
fuel.(12) Denuded of its (distinctive quality) smell by the wind, the earth is reconverted into 
the state of water; and, deprived by the same of taste, water is reduced to the state of fire.(13) 
Deprived of (its attribute, viz.,) colour by darkness, fire gets merged into the air; and, deprived 
of (its quality of) touch by ether, the air merges into the latter (ether, its cause). (14) Deprived 
of (its quality of) sound by God in the form of the Time-Spirit, ether gets merged into the 
(Tamasika) ego. The senses and the intellect, O king, merge in the ego of passion, and the 
mind with the deities born of the illuminated ego merges into the knowledge of the Self. The 
ego with its triple modification merges into the Mahat-tattva, which in its turn merges into 
Prakrti or the elemental Nature and this (ultimately) merges into Brahma. (15) We have 
described (for you) the Lord's triple Maya (comprising of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) which 
creates, sustains and annihilates (the creation). What else do you desire to hear ? (16) 


THAT 
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The king (Nimi) submitted : It may (kindly) be pointed out (to me now), O eminent sage, 
how men looking upon the gross body as their self may easily get over this divine Maya, (so) 
difficult to cross for those who have not been able to control their mind. (17) 
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Prabuddha replied : One must observe how human beings living in pairs (as husband 
and wife) striving to gain happiness and remove misery obtain only contrary results. (18) 
What happiness can be derived from wealth, which is (so) difficult to obtain and can be 
earned only by means of constantly painful effort and which leads to one's death ? Or, what 
joy can one get from the possession of houses, children. friends or relations and cattle, 
transient as they are, and the fruit of one's actions ? (19) Similarly one should realize that the 
heavenly regions are also transient (and full of misery), their attainment being the fruit of 
one's actions; (and there too as in this world) there is rivalry with the superior ones, mutual 
discord among the equals and hatred towards those inferior to one's own self and fear of a 
fall, as there is here among chieftains. (20) Therefore, one desirous of knowing the highest 
good should resort to a preceptor who is versed in the Vedas (which embody Brahma in the 
form of words), has realized the ultimate Reality and who is free from attachment and 
hatred.(21) Under the preceptor, whom one should love as one's own self and as the object 
of one's devotion, one should, by rendering devoted service to him, learn the ways of life of 
the Lord's devotees, by which Sri Hari is pleased—Sri Hari, who is the Soul of the universe 
and gives Himself away to His devotees. (22) First the disciple should learn detachment of 
the mind from all objects (body, children etc.), and attachment to the Lord's devotees. And 
he should also learn to cherish in all sincerity compassion, friendliness and humility towards 
one's inferiors, equals and superiors respectively. (23) He should (further) learn (to acquire) 
purity (external and internal), devotion to his religious duties, endurance, control over his 
speech, a habit to study the scriptures, sincerity, continence, non-violence and evenness of 
mind under the stress of dualities (like pleasure and pain, profit and loss). (24) He should 
learn to see the Atma (as the intelligent substance) and I$wara (the Ruling Principle) 
pervading all, live in solitude, without any sense of possession for any dwelling, wear pure 
clothing or rags (stitched together) and feel satisfied with whatever he could get for food. (25) 
He should (also) learn to have faith in the scriptures celebrating the Lord, without disparaging 
other scriptures, and curb his mind, speech and actions (through control of breath, tongue 
and activity respectively), and to be truthful and able to control the senses and mind. (26) He 
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should learn to hear, sing and dwell on the story of the advent, pastimes and excellences of 
Lord Sri Hari of wonderful deeds and to do everything for (pleasing) Him. (27) He should 
(further) learn to offer to the supreme Lord all his sacrificial activities, gifts, austerities, 
repetition of the sacred syllables, righteous conduct, and all that he likes for himself, (nay,) 
his wife, children, house and his very life. (28) He should also learn to love devotedly those 
persons who have realized Sri Krsna as their own Self and as the Lord of their life; to serve 
the mobile and immobile creatures (as the embodiments of the Lord); and (specially) to serve 
human beings and among them more specially those who adhere to their own duty and are 
devotees of the Lord. (29) He should (further) learn to expound and discuss among the 
devotees the sacred glory of the Lord, and in association with others find delight and 
Satisfaction resulting in the freedom of the mind from egotism. (30) (Thus) remembering and 
reminding one another of Sri Hari, who destroys innumerable sins (in an instant), their 
devotion turning into divine love, the devotees filled with rapture experience a thrill ofjoy.(31) 
Sometimes they weep due to the anguish of separation from Sri Hari, sometimes they laugh 
and rejoice and address Him (as if He were present by their side), indulge (joyfully) in dancing 
and singing, and sometimes thinking of the birthless Lord feel that they have reached the 
Supreme Person, and (thereby) become peaceful and silent. In this way their behaviour 
becomes altogether unconventional. (32) Thus learning (and following) the ways of life of the 
Lord's devotees and devoted to Him, his devotion developing into divine love, the devotee 
easily crosses the unfathomable Maya. (33) 


anaunfaeres =o mem: «= aa: | fpr at ath aa fe wafer: 13x! 
The king (Nimi) said : O sages, since you are foremost among those who have realized 
Brahma (the Ultimate Reality), pray, explain to us the real nature of Paramatma or Brahma, 
who is called by the name of Narayana. (34) 
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Pippalayana said : O ruler of men, know that to be the supreme Reality, which is 
responsible for the creation, sustenance and dissolution of this universe; and itself has no 
cause of its own; and that which exists in (all the three states of consciousness—) waking 
life, dream and deep sleep, as well as in the supra-conscious state. (beyond the aforesaid 
three states), and animated by which the body, senses, breath and the inner mind (exist and) 
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perform their functions. (35) Just as sparks cannot illumine, much less burn, fire (which is 
their origin), the mind, speech, eye, intellect, life-breath and senses cannot grasp or reach 
the ultimate Reality. The revealed word (Veda) too makes no positive assertion about Its 
though it is the (only) authority for Its existence. By denying itself the power to describe It, 
it speaks of It (merely) by import (inference). No negative description (however) would be 
possible if there were no Reality. (36) That which was one before creation became known 
as Pradhana (or Prakrti) of triple nature, consisting of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. Then by its 
active power it became known as the Sutratma and by its power of understanding it became 
known as the Mahat-tattva. (Again,) as a condition investing the Jiva or individual soul it 
became known as Ahankara (the,ego). The incomprehensible Brahma alone shines as the 
deities presiding over the senses, the senses and the objects of senses and the experience 
of pleasure and pain. The (gross) effect and the (subtle) cause are all Brahma, because It 
is the Cause of both. (37) This Atma (Brahma) was never born and will never die, It neither 
grows nor undergoes decay, because It is the witness of the different states of those objects 
which come into existence and die away. It is omnipresent and eternally abiding pure 
consciousness; yet like Prana (life-breath) It appears as many under the influence of the 
senses, (38) The vital air, as a matter of fact, follows everywhere the Jiva, whether born of 
egg, womb, sweat or sprung out of soil, and itself remains unchanged in the different bodies. 
(Even so) the Atma too remains unaffected (in the state of sound sleep) when the senses 
are oblivious and also when the ego is dormant, i.e., the subtle body has become 
functionless. (Its continuity even at that time is proved by the fact that) we remember the Atma 
(on waking as the witness of the enjoyment of sound sleep). (39) Just as the light of the sun 
shines to clear eyes, so the truth of the Self is directly revealed to the pure heart of the man 
who is earnestly devoted to the Lord and intensely desires to obtain His holy feet, and has 
thus freed his mind from the impurities born of qualities and actions. (40) 


waar 
adit aad 7: geet aa dena: | fagaerq aaifn jeeed fad omixe! 
wa ose oo ydages | faa rae IT: Ga OTSA. 142 | 
The king submitted : (Pray) describe for us that Yoga of action through which man in 
his present life soon destroys his Karma and, thus purified, attains that supreme knowledge 
which follows dissociation from all actions. (41) Formerly, in the presence of my father 
(Ikswaku) | put this question to the Rsis (Sanatkumara etc.); but those Rsis (sons of Brahma) 
did not answer it. (Pray,) tell me why they did not reply. (42) 
SME FAA 
aatadfaatia aca 3 cif: | ace Sener aa yah a: ive! 
Waa adisd gemma aintara amiftr fae ee aa xsi 
are aq aah wangisafea: | faerion wet qeinfadfa a: xu 
aerraa gato) sagisitariat tenat owe fate teerat meats: xe 
Avirhotra said : Actions enjoined by the scriptures, prohibitions as opposed to the 
former and transgressions of the prescribed ones are to be known only from the Vedas and 
are not (mere) secular affairs; and as the Vedas are the revelations of God, (even) the 
learned get confused in distinguishing the three kinds of actions. (If the Rsis did not reply to 


your question, obviously the reason was that at that time you were a mere lad and would net 
have understood the answer.) (43) The Veda has a deeper import than what the words 
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apparently convey. The real purpose of the Veda is to secure exemption from actions and 
their fruit but (obviously) temptations of gaining heaven through prescribed actions are held 
out to the ignorant, just as a boy is tempted with sweets to swallow a (bitter) medicine. (44) 
One whois himself ignorant and has no control over one's senses and fails to perform actions 
enjoined by the Vedas commits the sin of dereliction and passes from one death to another 
(that is, remains involved in the cycle of births and deaths). (45) One who performs only 
actions prescribed by the Vedas, without attachment to their fruits and surrendering them to 
the Lord, attains to that ultimate fulfilment, which means that knowledge which proceeds from 
freedom from actions. The promise of fruits (as mentioned in the Vedas) is meant only to 
create interest if actions (The prescribed actions and their fruits are described really for 
getting ultimately freedom from actions). (46) 
a oa weaahe fated: oe: | faferioate 8d aan a aera Is! 
ware areata, aa arefafarre: | cergernerhyeaifirrcansser: sel 
afa: aepaaria: srordererfefa: | faus fereter dererparattsetatgi se | 
arafat wea af aareaitgeara: | seafarers Prone stew ara | 4o | 
madre ofa aurea: | eafefa: qaet yer ara ue! 
aigragi wader at at fd earaa: | oremeaferrttera: waararayat: 1421 
TET aeaaefadaEnch: 1 arg aegea fafa a: Se ABI 43 | 
aa wa ae Ald aa: | tere feria aereqga AeA uy | 
varraddaraent «ma aoa: aadeeafeerd fea 144 
ofa sierra FeryTn GRR AeA GAAS: 13 | 
Whoever wishes to snap quickly the knot of heart (viz., egotism—the sense of | and 
mine—and mistaking the body for the soul) in the soul, who is no other than the Supreme, 
should with Vedic rites, accompanied by Tantric rites, worship Lord KeSava. (47) One who 
has obtained initiation (in the sacred texts) through the grace of a preceptor, and has learnt 
from him the mode of worship should worship the Lord in the image of his choice. (48) He 
should observe cleanliness and then, sitting in front of the image, purify his body by 
controlling his breath and other practices and fortify himself by duly assigning the various 
parts of the body to different deities and worship the Lord. (49) First he should purify the 
articles of worship (flowers etc., by removing insects and so on), the earth (by sweeping it), 
his own self (through calmness) and the image (by removing the coating of sandal-paste 
etc.), and thus make them fit for worship. Then he should sprinkle water on his seat, keep 
ready water for washing the hands and feet etc., of the Deity with and other articles. Then 
with a concentrated mind (he should) invoke the Deity (in the image) and, having installed 
the Deity in his heart and other parts of the body, adore the Lord, with the available articles 
of worship, in the image etc., or in the heart chanting the fundamental sacred formula or 
Mantra. (50-51) He should worship the image of the Deity including His (various) limbs as 
well as the emblems He wears (e. g., the discus Sudarsana etc.), and His retinue (Sunanda 
andothers), repeating the sacred syllables pertaining to that Deity, offering water for washing 
His hands and feet and rinsing His mouth, and so on, bathing the image, robing and 
decorating It with ornaments, offering Him sandal-paste, flowers, unbroken grains of rice (for 
adorning His forehead with), garland, incense, lightand food. Thus worshipping the Lord with 
His entourage well according to the prescribed rites, the devotee should sing hymns in praise 
of Lord Sri Hari and prostrate himself (before the image). (52-53) One should duly worship 
the image of Sri Hari while thinking himself as permeated by the Lord; and then, placing the 
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holy relic (offered flowers etc.), on his own head, (finish the worship and) deposit the 
worshipped image at its place and the Lord in his heart. (54) He who thus worships the Lord, 
the Universal Soul, in the fire, the sun, water etc., or in his guest or his own heart surely gets 
liberated very soon. (55) 


Thus ends the third discourse, in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PIRES 


BY Adasen: 
Discourse IV 


A description of the Lord's Descents 


waar 
am arte anifn ae: eerarafa: aa atta wat at eftenf gag a: 1 2 


King Nimi said : Pray, narrate to us those various deeds which Sri Hari performedin this 
world during His different incarnations, assumed according to His free will and tell us those 
deeds also which He is performing now or will perform (in future). (1) 

RRIe sara 
aoa sae quae a oq aeafe: | 
wife ora af ae AearRawariwera: | 2 | 
ade using: gt fei fare afer 
ae ofag: = gemrfernam = ane — afaga 1 2 | 
qe ow | 6(yaaafaast «= ae Paerqyarqeatsanin | 
We Ga: saad sents ger aera: ferfaextea anfewat i x 1 
arash were af fae: ferdt wqufafisertad: 1 
was Ta Yee: A ae sqeahulaen: Aad aT! & | 

The sage Drumila said : He who seeks (completely) to count the endless qualities of 
the infinite Lordis really a person of puerile understanding. One may (possibly) count anyhow 
in course of time the particles of dust on earth, but in no case the excellences of the 
omnipotent Lord. (2) When Lord Narayana the first and foremost Deity, created, with the five 
primary elements evolved by Himself, the universe as His body and entered into it by apart 
of His (as Its Inner Controller), then He acquired the name of Purusa. (3) The three worlds 
constitute His body; through His organs come into being the twofold organs (of action and 
knowledge) of all creatures, and by Himself He is Consciousness; His breath is the source 
of the bodily and organic strength and activity of the world; through Sattva and other qualities 
(Rajas and Tamas) He is the first author responsible for the creation, subsistence and 
destruction of universe. (4) United with Rajas, that most ancient Person appeared in the 


beginning as Brahma for the creation of this universe; in association with the quality of Sattva 
the same Lord appeared as God Visnu for the continuity of the universe and for the 
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maintenance of Dharma among the twice-born and for giving the fruit of sacrifices; endowed 
with Tamas He appeared as Rudra for the destruction of the universe. Through these 
(Brahma, Visnu and Rudra) proceed the creation, preservation and destruction of the 
creatures in each Kalpa. (5) 


ata eagfecdate yal anraot at aeferet: wart: | 
Fereloaurara want ad aisenft ara wafradafadeta: 1 5 | 
wat fase 9 ore fargardifa ard enn Erol a seer | 
Tas eaTA: wiangirtaaarated: | 9 | 
fagra wopaeea: ome see Tafa WAM! 
mm Sp at Wea aed taaeal Wa at afeaqetad gee c | 
He was born as the foremost of the Rsis, possessed of perfect tranquillity, viz., Narayana 
and Nara, of Murti, daughter of Daksa and wife of Dharma. They preached that kind of action 
(viz., worship of the Lord) which leads to the knowledge of the Self and themselves practised 
it. Their feet are worshipped by the best of Rsis and even today They (Nara-Narayana) are 
performing that (very) action. (6) Suspecting that the sage (Narayana) desired to take 
possession of his domain (heaven), Indra sent Kamadeva (the god of love) with his 
attendants to Badarikasrama (which owed its name to its grove of jujube trees). Kamadeva 
did not know His prowess and he went there with a bevy of celestial nymphs, soft breezes 
and the spring season, and tried to disturb His mind with the arrow-like amorous glances of 
the women. (7) Narayana, knowing that Indra had done that misdeed, loudly laughed and 
without astonishment or haughtiness said to the trembling visitors, "O (powerful) Kamadeva, 


O wind-god and celestial damsels ! do not be afraid. Accept our hospitality and fill this 
hermitage by your presence." (8) 


sa qaawae aa ta: adteqaiee: age aq: | 
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Oking! when Narayana made them fearless and spoke thus, (Kamadeva and) the (other) 
gods bent their heads with shame, and said to the merciful Lord, "If You remained unaffected 
(by the attacks of Kamadeva) it is no matter for surprise, as You are beyond Maya and subject 
to no change. Your lotus-feet are adored by hosts of sages who have conquered their senses 
and revel in the Self. (9) When persons worshipping You transcend the region of the gods 
and rise to Your supreme Abode, deities put many obstacles in their path. But the other one 
is not (So) obstructed—he who offers to the deities their shares in the form of oblations into 
the sacred fire. (Yet,) You being the Protector, the devotee tramples over all obstacles. (10) 
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Some people get over us in the guise of hunger and thirst, cold, heat and rain (the 
distinguishing features of the cold and the hot weather and the rains), control the air, the 
palate and the sexual urge, which are (so) difficult to cross like endless oceans; but they fall 
victims to futile anger and thus render useless their hard austerities. They are like persons 
who having crossed oceans get drowned in the hollow caused by a cow's hoof." (11) When 
Kamadeva, Spring etc., thus praised Him, the almighty Narayana (produced and) displayed 
women of wonderful beauty, fully adorned (with ornaments), waiting upon Himself (And thus 
the pride of Kamadeva and his retinue was humbled), (12) Those attendants of Indra saw 
these women, as beautiful as Goddess Laksmi, and got enchanted by the fragrance of their 
bodies; they found their own beauty faint when compared with their surpassing beauty. (13) 
Lord Narayana laughingly told the humbled Kamadeva and others that they might choose 
from among those women one like themselves who would be an ornament to heaven. (14) 
Obeying this command with the word "Amen !" Indra's attendants offered their respects to 
Narayana and choosing Urvasi, the best of those celestial damsels, returned to heaven 
following her. (15) They bowed to Indra in the court of the gods, and described to them, eager 
to hear, the prowess of Narayana, hearing which Indra was astonished and got dismayed.(16) 


wAaSaaeA sea ea: SAR BIA wa fa a: | 
fany: frava amat aearadteietaredt wefier stat Farr 1291 
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Appearing for the good of the worlds in (varying) digits as the divine Swan, Lord Dattatreya, 
the sages Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana and Sanatkumara, and our father, Lord Rsabha, the 
immortal Lord Visnu Himself taught the knowledge of the Self. In the form of Hayagriva He killed 
(the demon) Madhu and recovered the Vedas (from him). (17) In His descent in the form of the 
divine Fish the Lord rescued at the time of universal dissolution the Manu (named Satyavrata) 
and protected the earth as well as (the seeds of) the (different) foodgrains. Lifting the earth from 
(the bottom of) the ocean in His descent as the divine Boar, He killed the demon (Hiranyaksa). 
In the form of the divine Tortoise, He supported the mountain (called Mandara) on His back when 
the ocean was being churned for nectar, and rescued the distressed king of elephants from (the 
jaws of the) alligator when the former sought Him (for protection). (18) The Lord rescued the Rsis 
(known as the Valakhilyas) who (being of the size of a thumb and) having grown weak through 
austerities had fallen into a pit (as though into the sea) and had been duly praising Him. (Similarly) 


He saved Indra, who had incurred the sin of Brahmanicide by having killed Vrtra (a Brahmana 
by birth), and further rescued helpless celestial women who stood imprisoned in the houses of 
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Asuras. And during His descent as the Man-Lion (Lord Narasirnha) He killed, Hiranyakasipu 
(the ruler of the Asuras) in order to rid His devotees (like Prahlada) of fear. (19) And in the war 
between the gods and demons‘He killed the demon chiefs for the sake of the gods, and in 
different Manvantaras through (different) part manifestations protected the worlds. Assuming 
the form of the divine Dwarf (Vamana) He obtained on the pretext of asking for alms the earth 
from Bali and gave it to the gods (the sons of Aditi). (20) Descending as Parasurama, the fire 
born of the Bhargava race for the destruction of the Haihayas, He swept the Ksatriyas off the 
surface of the earth thrice seven times. And (in His descent) as Sri Rama (the Spouse of Sita) 
He bridged the ocean and killed the ten-headed demon (Ravana) and destroyed (his capital) 
Lanka. He is (always) victorious everywhere and His fame destroys the sins of the people.(21) 
Though birthless, the Lord will appear in the race of Yadu in order to remove the burden of the 
earth, and perform deeds which cannot easily be accomplished even by the gods. (Then 
appearing as Lord Buddha) He will bewilder (and confuse) by His arguments those who 
perform sacrificial rites though unqualified for them. And (appearing as Kalki) at the end of the 
Kali age, He will destroy the Sudra kings. (22) O king of mighty arms ! many such descents and 
deeds of the Lord of the universe, of immense glory have been recounted (by the wise). (23) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


PIERS 


Ia UAIseaa: 


Discourse V 
The Fate of non-devotees; different methods of the Lord's worship 
according to the different Yugas 
UsarA 
ana af sat a warareafadn: | dere a fenfafrareranti 2 | 
The king (Nimi) submitted : O jewels among those (sages) who have realized the Self! 


what will be the fate of those who do not generally adore Lord Sri Hari and whose desires 
have not been satiated and whose mind and senses are (yet) uncontrolled ? (1) 


aaa sara 
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Camasa replied : From the mouth, arms, thighs and feet of the Lord were (respectively) 
evolved the four Varnas or castes with the (four) ASramas or stages in life. And they were 
distinctly divided into Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras according to their Gunas 
(or qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas and their combinations). (2) Among these they who 
do not adore the Supreme Person though knowing Him to be their direct Originator and Ruler 
andignore Him, fall from their status and go down to hell. () Many women, Sudras and others 
are remote from (through neglect or distaste) hearing the Lord's stories or discourses on 
them and also from singing His praises, and deserve to be pitied by devotees like you. (It 
should be your duty to bring them to the right path). (4) Brahmanas, Ksatriyas and Vaigyas 
stand (very) near the feet of Sri Hari by virtue of their birth and Vedic Sarmmskaras (ceremonies 
for the twice-born). Yet they get misguided by the Vedas as they miss their real meaning and 
interpret them literally about the fruits of actions. (5) They do not know the secret of action; 
though foolish, they consider themselves learned and become conceited; they indulge in fine 
talk and are fascinated by the honeyed words describing the transient fruit of actions. (6) 
Being dominated by Rajas they resolve upon cruel deeds; their desire for pleasures is 
insatiable; their angeris like that of a serpent and they love ostentation and show pride. Such 
sinners laugh at the devotees of the Lord. (7) Living in homes where sexual pleasures 
predominate, they remain devoted to women and talk among themselves of the pleasures 
of sense (alone). They perform sacrifices without observing the rules and without distributing 
food and giving money to the Brahmanas and only kill animals for sustenance, not realizing 
the sin involved in destruction of life. (8) Blinded with pride born of their wealth and power, 
pedigree and learning, munificence, comeliness of form, physical strength and actions, 
those wicked men despise not only the saintly, who are beloved of Sri Hari, but the Lord 
Himself. (9) Those fools do not heed what the Vedas say about the Lord, viz., that like the sky 
Heis eternally presentin all creatures as their very Self and as the ultimate object of all human 
pursuits. They interpret the Vedas as discussing only the objects of desire. (10) Man is 
naturally inclined towards the enjoyment of sexual pleasure, flesh and wine. No rules enjoin 
him to indulge in them. A certain check is provided over these tendencies (by the Sastra) by 
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permitting sexual commerce with one's wedded wife, meat-eating at the end of an animal 
sacrifice, drinking of wine during a Sautramani sacrifice (in the case of those who are 
addicted to these); the (real) intention (of the Sastra) is to turn man away from them. (11) The 
only fruit (proper use) of wealth is Dharma or piety which gives knowledge and direct 
realization and forthwith leads to supreme peace or Liberation. Those who use wealth 
(solely) for their own comfort or of their family forget death, the formidable enemy of their 
body. (12) They do not understand the pure essence of their religion. Only the smelling of 
wine is sanctioned (ina Sautramani sacrifice) and animal sacrifice is allowed for the adoration 
of the deities and itis not permissible to kill them for meat. Similarly, sexual relation with one's 
wife is allowed withthe motive of getting an issue and not for the sake of enjoyment. (13) Those 
who are ignorant of this real Dharma and, though wicked and haughty, account themselves 
virtuous kill animals without any feeling of remorse or fear of punishment, and are devoured 
by those very animals in their next birth. (14) Those who hate others, in whom also dwells 
the same Self or Hari, hate Hari Himself and, being deeply attached to their mortal body 
and other relations, fall into hell. (15) Those who have not attained the knowledge of real 
truth but have passed the stage of utter ignorance, and are attached to the threefold objects 
of existence (Dharma, Artha and Kama), but have no time to pursue the path (of Liberation) 
are sure to bring about their ruin. (16) They kill their own self, and, being devoid of peace 
of mind, regard ignorance as knowledge (confuse action for knowledge). They do not 
experience fulfilment and, being frustrated in their aims and thwarted by the Time-Spirit, 
become miserable. (17) Those who are averse to the Lord are obliged against their will to 
forsake their home, wealth, children and friends, gained with great difficulty, and enter the 
dark hell. (18) 


THAT 
afer are a war fer aut: atest gfe: | ara at aba fafa goad afeetorar ee 


The king (Nimi) submitted : Pray, tell us now in which ages, assuming what forms and 
colours and by what names the Lordis known, and by what prescribed rites He is worshipped 
by men. (19) 
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The sage Karabhajana replied : Lord KeSava in the ages of Satya, Treta, Dwapara ani 
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Kali assumes different colours, names and forms and is worshipped in different modes. (20) 
In the Satya age the Lord is of white complexion, has four arms, wears matted locks and is clad 
in barks and deerskin. He puts on the sacred thread and carries a rosary of Rudraksa and a 
staff and a Kamandalu (water-pot made of wild cocoanut shell). (21) In that age men have as 
a matter of facta calm mind, entertain no feeling of animosity towards anybody and are friendly 
towards all creatures; they look upon all with an equal eye. They propitiate the Lord by their 
Tapas (in the form of contemplation) and by their control of mind and the senses.(22) (In the 
Satya age) the Lord is called by the names of Harhsa, Suparna, Vaikuntha, Dharma, 
Yogeswara, Amala, ISwara, Purusa, Avyakta and Paramatma. (23) Inthe age of Treta the Lord 
is of crimson hue; He has four arms, wears a triple cord about His loins and has golden locks. 
He appears in the form of sacrifices as described in the three Vedas and wields on His person 
a Sruk, Sruva (ladles for pouring ghee into the sacred fire) and other accessories used in the 
performance of sacrifices. (24) In that age pious men who are teachers of the Vedas worship 
through the Vedic lore Lord Sri Hari as an embodiment of all the deities. (25) (In that age of 
Treta) He is called by the names of Visnu, Yajfia, Prsnigarbha, Sarvadeva, Urukrama, Vrsakapi, 
Jayanta and Urugaya. (26) In the Dwapara age the Lords of a dark brown complexion, remains 
clad in yellow silk, wields (in His arms) His own weapons and emblems (viz., the conch, discus, 
mace and lotus), wears the Kaustubha gem and is distinguished by the marks of Srivatsa (a 
curl of white hair on the right side of His bosom) etc. (27) In that age, O king, men seeking to 
know the ultimate Reality worship the Supreme Person, who is characterized by the regalia 
proper to a monarch (such as the umbrella, fly-whisk etc.), as indicated in the Vedas and the 
Tantras. (28) Hail to You, Vasudeva; hail to Sankarsana and hail to You, the almighty Lord, as 
Pradyumna and Anirudha ! (29) Hail to the sage Narayana, the almighty, all-pervading, all- 
embodying Ruler of the universe, dwelling in the heart of all. (30) O king, it is thus that people 
adore and praise the Lord of the universe in the Dwapara age. (Now) hear how they worship 
Him with various rituals prescribed by the Tantras during the Kali age. (31) 
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Itis well-known that (in this age) wise men worship, through sacrifices mostly consisting 
of chanting the names of the Lord and singing His praises, the Lord who is of a dark colour, 
though bright by lustre, perfect in all limbs, adorned with ornaments, furnished with His 
weapons and waited upon by His attendants. (32) O the most exalted person, O the Protector 
of devotees, | bow to Your lotus-feet which are worthy of being constantly meditated upon, 
putan end to all discomfiture, yield all desired boons, which are the focus of all sacred places, 
are extolled by Siva and Brahma, afford shelter to all and dispel the distress of devotees and 
which serve as a bark for crossing the ocean of mundane existence. (33) O the most exalted 
and righteous Person, | bow to Thy lotus-feet, which ran after the illusory deer sought after 
by Thy beloved one (Sita). You resigned the royal fortune—which was coveted by the gods 
and was most difficult to forsake—(merely) at the word of your father and went away (in exile) 
to the forest. (34) 
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Thus, O king, Lord Sri Hari— the Bestower of (all) blessings (including Liberation)—is 
worshipped by men belonging to different Yugas under a name and in a form appropriate to 
the age. (35) Elderly and discriminating persons who appreciate the merits of the Kali age 
and choose the essence of things, extol this age, in which by merely chanting the names of 
the Lord one can attain all the desired objects (which could otherwise be had through many 
virtues only). (36) (Therefore,) for men lost in this world indeed there is no higher gain than 
the chanting of His names, whereby one attains to perfect peace and as a sequel to which 
the cycle of birth and death comes to an end. (37) (For this reason) O king, those living in 
the ages of Satya, Treta and Dwapara seek birth in the Kali age. O great king, in the Kali age 
(only) here and there men will be devoted to Lord Narayana; but their number will be large 
in the Dravida territory, wherein flow the rivers Tamraparni, Krtamala, Payaswini, the most 
sacred Kaveri, Mahanadi and Pratici. O great king, men who drink their waters generally 
become pure-minded devotees of Lord Vasudeva. (38—40) O king, renouncing all 
obligation (or the notion of separateness from the Lord), he who whole-heartedly and 
completely resorts for protection to the protecting Lord is no more a servant of or debtor to 
the deities, Rsis or other creatures, relations or other men (newcomers) and deceased 
ancestors, (Such a person discharges all his responsibilities merly by seeking refuge in the 
Lord.) (41) If a beloved devotee who has forsaken all other attachments and sought shelter 
in the soles of feet of the Lord incurs any sin for any reason (although as a rule he is incapable 
of sin), the Supreme Lord, Sri Hari, enshrined in his heart, washes off all that sin. (42) 
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The sage Narada resumed : Hearing (the exposition) of these courses of conduct 
pleasing to the Lord, Nimi (the king of Mithila) with his priests and preceptors delightedly 
* [565] B.M. Part II—46 | 
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adored the sons of Jayanti, the (nine) sages (mentioned before). (43) Then those accom- 
plished sages vanished out of sight while all the people stood looking on. Following the 
aforesaid courses of conduct, the king attained to the highest goal. (44) O Vasudeva (the best 
among fortunate persons)! following these righteous courses pleasing to the Lord, which you 
have (just) heard of, full of faith and free from attachment, you too will attain the highest 
goal.(45) The fame of you both, husband and wife, really fills the (whole) world because the 
almighty Lord Sri Hari has chosen to be your son. (46) Cherishing parental love for Sri 
Krsna, you have both purified your soul by His sight, embrace and conversation with Him, 
as well as by sitting, sleeping and eating with Him. (47) When (even) Sisupala, Paundraka, 
Salva and other kings, thinking of Him with the feeling of enmity while sleeping, sitting or 
eating, had His gait, graceful movements and glances etc., imprinted on their mind and 
(accordingly) attained similarity to His form, what to say of those whose mind is attached 
to Him. (48) Sri Krsna is the Universal Soul, the almighty Lord, though He has concealed 
His divinity by assuming a human personality as a matter of sport; He is above and beyond 
all and is immortal. You should not look upon Him as your son, (49) To destroy the devilish 
kings who had become a burden to the earth, and to protect the virtuous, Sri Krsna has 
appeared on earth. It is for the liberation of all men that He spreads His fame throughout 


the world. (50) 
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Sri Suka continued: Hearing this, the highly fortunate Vasudeva and Devaki felt much 
astonished and they overcame their infatuation (ceased to look upon Sri Krsna as a mortal 
or their son). (51) Whoever with a concentrated mind retains in his memory this sacred story 


shakes off his delusion during his life-time and becomes qualified for attaining oneness with 
Brahma (after death). (52) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 
The gods entreat the Lord to return to His divine realm and Uddhava 


approaches Him on the eve of the Yadus' departure for Prabhasa 
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Sri Suka began again: Now (when Narada had finished his discourse to Vasudeva and 
left Dwaraka), Brahma, surrounded by his sons (Sanaka and others), the gods and the lords 
of creation, arrived and so did Lord Siva, the Ruler of those that have gone by as well as those 
that are yet to come, accompanied by goblins. (1) (Similarly) the glorious Indra with the 
Maruts (the forty- nine wind- -gods), the Adityas (sons of Aditi), the (eight) Vasus, the (two) 
ASwins, the Rbhus, the Angiras, the (eleven) Rudras, the (class of) gods known as the 
ViSwedevas and the Sadhyas, Gandharvas, Apsaras, Nagas, Siddhas, Caranas and 
Guhyakas (Yaksas), Rsis as well as manes, accompanied by Vidyadharas and Kinnaras— 
all went to Dwaraka, eager to see Sri Krsna, who captivated the mind of the (entire) human 
race, in that (charming) form by which He spread in (all) the (three) worlds a glory that 
destroyed the sins of the whole universe. (2—4) In that brilliant city abounding in all kinds of 
superior wealth they saw Sri Krsna of wonderful beauty with unsatiated eyes. (5) Covering 
Sri Krsna, the foremost among the Yadus, with flowers that can be had in heaven (alone), 
they praised the Lord of the universe by means of (laudatory) hymns couched in charming 
words and full of charming ideas. (6) 
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The gods said : With our reason and senses, body, mind and speech, O Lord! we bow 
to Your lotus-feet, which are meditated upon in the heart by those who are full of devotion 
and seek to be freed from the stout shackles of Karma. (7) O invincible Lord ! presiding over 
the (three) Gunas born of Your Maya You create, preserve and destroy this manifest 
inconceivable universe in Yourself through Your Maya consisting of the three Gunas, and 
yet remain ever unaffected by these actions, being free from (all) blemish (in the form of likes 
and dislikes etc.), and since You remain completely absorbed in the unobscured Bliss which 
constitutes Your (very) nature. (8) O praiseworthy and supreme Lord! purification of men of 
impure mindis not so radically effected through worship, study of scriptures, (acts of) charity, 
austerities, ritual acts etc., as of pure-minded persons through mature and genuine faith, 
developed by (constant) hearing, in Your glory. (9) May Your feet serve as a fire to consume 
all our unholy cravings—the feet which are being contemplated upon with a heart moistened 
with love by ascetics for the sake of blessedness; which are worshipped by devotees through 
individual divine manifestations (Vasudeva and so on) for attaining a glory similar io that of 
the Lord; and by the wise (as many as) three times (a day) in order that they may transcend 
heaven (and ascend to Vaikuntha); (nay,) which are contemplated, O Lord, in the sacrificial 
fire (by those well-versed in sacrifices) taking in their outstretched hands the material for 
being consigned to that fire according to the procedure laid down by the three Vedas (Rk, 
Sama and Yajus); and which are contemplated in the course of their Yogic practite for the 
realization of the Self by strivers seeking to obtain an insight into the Maya that veils the true 
character of the Spirit, and are worshipped everywhere by the highest devotees of the 
Lord. (10-11) Like a co-wife this divine Sri (the goddess of fortune, appearing as a golden 
streak on Your bosom), O Lord, vies (even) with a faded garland of sylvan flowers (adorning 
Your bosom alongwith Hér). You (nonetheless) accept the worship duly offered (to You by 
Your loving devotees even) with such a garland. (So partial You are to Your devotees !) May 
Your feet serve as a fire to consume our evil tendencies. (12) O almighty and omnipresent 
Lord, may Your foot cleanse our sins, who worship You—the foot which took three strides 
(in order to measure the three worlds and thereby to oust Bali from heaven) and (on reaching 
Satyaloka, the highest heaven in its second stride) stood as a (tall triumphal) flag with the 
Ganga flowing through the three worlds as its streamer and (as such) inspired terror and 
instilled fearlessness into the titanic and the celestial armies respectively, and which, 
brought heaven to the righteous and spelt ruin to the unrighteous. (13) May the feet of the 
Supreme Person in You augment our joy—You who are superior (both) to Prakrti and Purusa. 
(Matter and the Spirit) and who are the Propeller of all (as the Time-Spirit) and subject to 
whose control, like bulls held by the nose-string, are Brahma (the creator) and other 
embodied souls who are being tormented by one another. (14) You are Purusottama (the 
Highest Person) in that You are responsible for the creation, continuance and destruction of 
this universe; the Vedas speak of You as the Controller of Prakrti, Purusa and the Mahat- 
tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence); and You are also Kala (the wheel of Time 


Dis. 6 BOOK ELEVEN 541 


SESSA CASESAEAAN THN TAAN TART RO NNO NTETT HATA AK TRAE RKTT eNENNAMAHEKEERRREREE OE en 


revolving in the form of a twelve-month) consisting of three navels (each of four months), 
engaged in the destruction of all and possessed of imperceptible speed. (15) Having derived 
its power from You and (thus) acquiring unfailing energy, the Purusa (Spirit) in conjunction 
with Maya deposited the Mahat-tattva, corresponding as it were to the seed of this (visible) 
universe. Equipped with that (very) power the Mahat produced out of itself the golden 
(effulgent) egg of the universe enveloped by its (seven) external sheaths (in the shape of the 
earth, water, fire, air, ether, ego and mind). (16) Therefore, O Propeller of the Indriyas, You 
are the suzerain Ruler of the immobile as well as the mobile Creation, because even though 
enjoying (in the form of the Jiva) the objects of the senses evolved through the modification 
of the Gunas brought about by Maya You remain unattached to them; while others (the Jivas) 
remain afraid of sense-enjoyments even when they have been renounced by them- 
selves.(17) (All) Your sixteen thousand (and odd) wives could not even shake Your mind by 
their shafts of Cupid and other charms skilled in conveying the message of love despatched 
by their arched eyebrows fascinating with the sentiment expressed by their suppressed 
smile and sidelong glances. (18) The streams (of Your glory) bearing the water of Your 
nectar-like stories and rivers (like the holy Ganga) that have washed Your feet are capable 
of destroying (all) the sins of the three worlds. Those who take pains for the purification of 
their self resort to both these types of holy waters—the former, in the form of Your glory sung 
in the Vedas, by means of their ears and the latter, emanating from Your feet, through the 


contact of their body. (19) 
TTA ATT 
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SriSuka resumed: Having thus extolled and bowed low to Sri Hari, alongwith the (other) 


gods, Brahma, accompanied by Lord Siva and Standing in the air (all the while), submitted 
to Sri Krsna (the Protector of cows):—(20) 
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Brahma said: Formerly You were entreated by us to remove the burden of the earth, O 
Lord ! That has been accomplished (by You) precisely as was desired by us, O Inner 
Controller of all ! (21) Righteousness has been firmly established by You among the virtuous 
pledged to truth and glory, which is capable of destroying the sins of all men, diffused on all 
sides. (22) Descending in the line of Yaduand manifesting a form unsurpassed (in elegance), 
You performed deeds of extraordinary valour for the good of the world. (23) Hearing of and 
celebrating, O Lord, those exploits of Yours that have been mentioned heretofore, pious men 
in the Kali age shall easily get through (the darkness of) ignorance. (24) Acentury and twenty- 
five years more have elapsed, O Lord, since You appeared in the race of Yadu, O Supreme 
Person ! (25) O Support of the universe, no part of the gods' purpose now remains to be 
accomplished; and this race of Yours (too) has become well-nigh extinct through the curse 
of the Brahmanas. (26) Therefore, return, if You please, O Visnu, to Your transcendent realm 
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(Vaikuntha), and bless us, Your servants, the guardians of the spheres, alongwith the 
spheres (by visiting our realms and accepting our homage). (27) 
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The glorious Lord replied : What you say has already been decided upon by Me, Oruler 
of the gods ! All your purpose has been accomplished and the burden of the earth 
removed.(28) Made insolent by prowess, heroism and fortune and inclined to take posses- 
sion of the (whole) world, this (celebrated) race of Yadu has been kept in check by Me as the 
ocean by its shore. (29) If | depart (from this world) without destroying the huge race of the 
Yadus, who have grown (so) insolent, this (entire) human race will meet its destruction 
through this ocean, that has (already) transgressed its limits. (30) The destruction of this race 
has (already) begun through the imprecation of the Brahmanas. When its destruction is 
complete, O sinless Brahma, | shall ascend to your realm (en route to My own realm). (31) 
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Sri Suka continued : Told thus by the Lord of the universe, god Brahma (the self-born) 
fell prostrate before Him and duly returned to his realm alongwith the host of (other) gods.(32) 
Presently noticing grave portents appearing over the aforesaid (city of) Dwaraka, the Lord 
spoke to the elderly among the Yadus, that had assembled (there). (33) 
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The Lord said : These exceptionally grave portents are particularly appearing on all 
sides here, and acurse from the Brahmanas, that cannot be easily overcome, has overtaken 
our race. (34) We should no longer stay here, if we wish to live on, O respected ones ! We 
shall (accordingly) shift this very day to Prabhasa, a most sacred place. Let there be no 
delay.(35) Having bathed there, the moon-god (the ruler of the stars), who had been seized 
with tuberculosis due to a curse pronounced by Daksa, was at-once rid of his trouble and 
began to enjoy once more the waxing of his digits (as before). (36) Having bathed (in the 
sacred waters) there and gratified the manes and gods (with offerings of water), fed good 
Brahmanas with (delicious) food of various tastes and bestowed valuable gifts on those 
worthy ones, we shall through those gifts get over our sins (even) as people cross the ocean 
with the help of ships, (37-38) 
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Sri Suka went on: Thus directed by the Lord, O delight of your race, the Yadavas made 
up their mind to undertake a journey to the sacred place (Prabhasa) and began to get ready 
their chariots, (39) Seeing this and overhearing the utterance of the Lord and observing the 
fearful portents, Uddhava, who was ever devoted to Sri Krsna, approached the suzerain Lord 
of the universe in seclusion and, touching His feet with his head, submitted to Him with joined 
palms (as follows). (40-41) 
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Uddhava said : O Ruler (even) of the adored of gods, O Master of Yoga, the very hearing 
and chanting of whose names and praises makes one sacred, having exterminated this race 
You are surely going to leave this world for good as (is evident from the fact that) You did not 
(choose to) counteract the Brahmanas curse, though able to do so, almighty as You are.(42) 
| cannot bear to abandon Your lotus-feet even for half a second, O Ruler (even) of Brahma 
and Lord Siva! (Kindly, therefore,) take me as well to Your (divine) realm, O Lord! (43) Having 
enjoyed (with their ears) the story of Your extraordinary pastimes, which is most auspicious 
to hear and is (sweet as) nectar to the ear, people give up the craving for other objects. (44) 
How (then) could we do without You, our beloved One, (nay,) our very self—we, who have 
(constantly) waited on You, while You lay in bed, sat or rambled, (with us), stood (beside us), 
bathed (in our company), were engaged in (some) sport or dined (with us) and so on ? (45) 
We are Your servants who have been adorned with garlands, sandal-paste, raiments and 
ornaments etc., used (and given up) by You, and ate the remnants of Your food. (As such) 
we shall conquer Your Maya (We are not afraid of Your Maya but of separation from You).(46) 
Sages who have (absolutely) no covering on their body beyond the belt of air about their loins, 
have taken great pains on devotions, are lifelong and perfect celibates (lit., have directed the 
flow of their generative fluid upwards or stopped its downward flow for all time to come), are 
free from passion, have renounced (all) enjoyments, and have no (trace of) impurity left (in 
their mind)—they (alone) attain to Your glorious state known by the name of Brahma. (47) 
We, however, O supreme Yogi, even though we are revolving in the alleys of Karma in this 
world, shall get over the darkness of ignorance, which is (so) difficult to surmount, through 
talks about You carried on with Your devotees, dwelling upon and celebrating Your doings 
and utterances, Your gait, smiles, glances and jokes and whatever You did in imitation of 
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human beings. (48-49) 
ATR Sara 
va fagfad wear am tacntga: ua fe oyeed  aAUTAA Iho! 
ofa Srerrad Fer oRAeeH SearS SA TENSE: 16 | 
Sri Suka said : Entreated thus, O king, Lord Sri Krsna (the Son of Devaki) spoke (as 
follows) to His beloved servant and absolute devotee, Uddhava. (50) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VII 
The Legend of an Ascetic—the Story of eight (out of twenty-four) 
preceptors (from the earth to the pigeon) recognized by him 
STATA 
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The glorious Lord began again : That alone which you have asked Me (to do), O highly 
blessed one, (in verse 42 of Discourse VI above) is intended by Me. Brahma (the creator), 
Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) and the (other) guardians of the spheres (too) long 
for My presence in heaven. (1) Indeed | have wholly accomplished the purpose of the gods 
(viz., the removal of the earth's burden) for which, as requested by Brahma, | descended on 
this earth with My part manifestation (Balarama). (2) This race (of Yadu), which (is the only 
surviving burden on the earth and) has (already) been consumed by the curse (of the 


Brahmanas) will surely perish through mutual strife; (and) on the seventh day the sea will 
overflow and submerge this city (of Dwaraka). (3) The moment this (mortal) world is forsaken 
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by Me it will be assailed by Kali (the Dark Age) and before long, O pious one, all its 
auspiciousness will be gone. (4) You should in no case live on this terrestrial globe when 
abandoned by Me; for the Kali age having set in (then), O good Uddhava, people will 
conceive a liking for unrighteous ways. (5) Completely shaking off all attachment for your own 
people and kinsmen and fully concentrating your mind on Me, for your part, go you about the 
earth looking upon all with an equal eye. (6) Whatever is being apprehended with the mind, 
speech, eyes, ears etc., know it to be a creation of the mind and therefore (merely) illusory 
and transient. (7) A man with an unsteady (wandering) mind falls a prey to misapprehension 
consisting in the perception of diversity, which (in its turn) leads to the sense of good and evil; 
and in the eyes of an individual having the notion of good and evil there exists the distinction 
of prescribed action, inaction and prohibited action. (8) Therefore, having controlled your 
mind and senses, visualize this world (of senses) as projected in the Self and see your own 
self existing in Me, the Supreme Lord (as one with Me). (9) Possessed of knowledge (of the 
meaning of the Vedas) and realization (of what has been taught by them) and with your mind 
sated through Self-Realization and becoming one with the self of (all) embodied beings, you 
will no longer be baulked by (any) impediments. (10) He who has transcended the sense of 
good and evil does not refrain from wrong-doing because he perceives any evil in it; nor does 
he perform prescribed duties because he thinks well of it; he (merely) acts (by force of habit) 
like a child (whose actions are never premeditated). (11) He who has gained certitude about 
the Self through knowledge (of the true spirit of the Vedas) coupled with realization (of the 
Truth), whois a friend to all created beings, whois full of peace, and who beholds the universe 
as one with Me, never undergoes suffering (in the form of transmigration). (12) 


ay sara 
: Fearfewt wrat oneadt «qui sea: «= afooee «= arafetargrega 1231 
Sri Suka resumed: Thus instructed by the Lord, Uddhava, the great devotee of the Lord, 
O protector of men, fell prostrate before Him and, being eager to know the truth, spoke to Him 
(as follows). (13) 
SEF SAT 
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Uddhava submitted : O Lord (Rewarder) of Yoga, O the ultimate end and support of 
Yoga, O the embodiment of Yoga ! O the Fountainhead of Yoga! (it is) for my highest good 
that this cult of renunciation without any expectation of return has been preached by You.(14) 
O all-pervading and all-embracing Lord ! such renunciation of the pleasures of sense is 
difficult (nay, well-nigh impossible) for those attached to sense-enjoyment; and more so for 
those who are not devoted to You: such is my conviction. (15) | am ignorant, O Lord; for! am 


attached to this body and children, which are the creation of Your Maya. | am immersed in 
the notion of'l'and'Mine’. Therefore, instruct me, Your servant, that! may easily attain to that 
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renunciation which has been taught by You. (16) O Lord, I do not see, except You, anyone 
even among the celestials, who can give me instruction about the self-revealed Atma, the 
only Truth. (Even) Brahma andall these beings are deluded by Your Maya as they look upon 
external things as real. (17) Therefore, afflicted as | am with sorrows and with my mind turned 
away from the world, O Lord, |, seek refuge in You, who are (no other than) Lord Narayana, 
the friend of (all) living beings, devoid of (all) defects, eternal and infinite, omniscient, the 
supreme Ruler of all, whose abode is the eternal Vaikuntha | (18) 


waar AST we Genaraferaaron: | aapaeha MIATA ATTA 1.23 | 
ae Tera ger fasted: | aa saat TAsaraqfaradt 120 | 
geet aout ht: areas: | snfaent sosata adaraquafeay 122 | 
wenfatragearet weer: | Tea: Aa Ue: YETTA A ute fear 1221 
aa at arterera ar aafirierent qenonfetfeiscremara 1231 
saTeerdatatrert Wi say are afta: 121 
way fest ashram | aa iter veo ag: uD emifea 124 


The Lord replied : In this world those who are engaged in investigating the true nature 
of this world often lift themselves up by their own efforts and rid themselves of the craving 
for the pleasures of sense. (19) The Atma itself is indeed the (infallible) guide of one's own 
self, especially in the case of man, inasmuch as by direct perception and inference he can 
work out his own good. (20) In their human birth persons of ripe judgment and knowing the 
secret of Sarhkhya and Yoga (the paths of Knowledge and Action) directly and clearly 
perceive Me as their own Self endowed with all faculties. (21) Numerous forms of living 
beings with one foot, with two, three, four or many feet and also without feet stand evolved 
by Me. Of them (all) the human body is (most) dear to Me. (22) (And) here (in the human body) 
those who are ever vigilant directly discover Me, the Supreme Ruler—who cannot be 
perceived (by ordinary means of perception)—through assumption’ based on evidences in 
the shape of material instruments (such as the intellect), which are (themselves) open to 
perception, as well as through inference on the same grounds. (23) By way of an illustration 
on this subject they narrate the following ancient legend in the form of a dialogue between 
an ascetic of a high order and Yadu of great prowess and intelligence. (24) Perceiving a 
youthful Brahmanaft with an unclean body, though full of wisdom, roaming about fearlessly, 
Yadu, who knew what is Dharma (piety), put (the following) questions to him. (25) 


Agta 

eq aff «marred:  afeemar) arrare waiectcn fasianha SIAL 1261 
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* The assumption is that material instruments such as the intellect cannot lead to perception of objects unless they are 
themselves illumined by some self-effulgent principle such as the Self or God. And the form of the inference is that just as 


appliances like a hatchet can be wielded only by an active agent, so the intellect etc., too are being used by some intelligent 
agent 


tA reference to II, vii. 4 leads us to conclude that the Brahmana was no other than Lord Dattatreya 
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Yadu said : Remaining inactive, O Brahmana sage, whence did you get this highly 
penetrating wisdom, obtaining which you, though enlightened, go about the world like an 
(innocent) boy ? (26) Generally men strive after religious merit, riches and enjoyment, as well as 
after self-enquiry only from the motive of acquiring longevity, renown and fortune. (27) You for 
yourself are able-bodied, learned, skilful, good-looking and sweet-tongued; (nevertheless) you 
do nothing, covet nothing, and behave like a dunce, a maniac ora devil. (28) In the midst of people 
burning with the wild fire of concupiscence and greed, you remain unscathed by that fire, and 
do not get scorched by it (even) like an elephant standing in the water of the Ganga. (29) (Pray,) 
tell us, who are making this enquiry, O Brahmana, the cause of the joy abiding in your mind, 
even though you are living singly and are devoid of enjoyment (of the pleasures of sense). (30) 


aT 
agit Wee |= wea AAT oe: aunfta: wre soa fa: 1321 


The glorious Lord said: Thus honoured and questioned by Yadu, who was exceptionally 
intelligent and devoted to the Brahmanas, the highly blessed Brahmana sage addressed (in 
the following words) Yadu, who stood bent low with humility. (31) 
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The Brahmana said: Many are my preceptors, O king, selected by my keen sense, 
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acquiring wisdom from whom | wander in the world free (from all turmoil and worry). Please 
hear about them. (32) The earth, the air, the sky, water, fire, the moon and the sun, the dove, 
the boa-constrictor, the sea, the moth, the honey-bee, the elephant, the honey-gatherer, the 
deer, the fish, Pingala (a courtesan), the osprey, the infant, the maiden, the forger of arrows, 
the serpent, the spider and the Bhrnga (a kind of wasp)—these twenty-four have been 
accepted, O king, by me as preceptors. From the conduct of these have | learnt all that | had 
tolearnin this life for my good. (33—35) | (presently) tell you, O tiger among men, what learnt 
from whom and how, O son of Yayati (Nahusa's son); (please) hear it. (36) | imbibed from 
the earth her vow, viz., that remaining unperturbed even while being oppressed by beings 
following the will of Providence, a man should not deviate from his course (of righteousness), 
conscious of the fact (of their being subject to the will of Providence). (37) Apious man should 
learn from the mountain (a modification of the earth itself) that (like a mountain) all his 
movements should ever be guided by altruism and that his (very) birth is solely intended for 
(the service of) others. (Similarly) as a disciple of the tree (another modification of the earth) 
he should learn (complete) submission to the will of others. (38) An ascetic should remain 
fully gratified with bare sustenance after the manner of the life-breath (a form of the air, which 
is sustained by mere subsistence) and should not pamper his senses by means of articles 
which are delightful to them. He should (only) so manage that his cognitive faculty may not 
be lost (through starvation), nor should he indulge himself in such a manner that his speech 
and mind may be diverted. (39) Though moving (freely) among (and enjoying) all (sorts of) 
objects (of the senses) possessing diverse characteristics, a Yogi should not get particularly 
attached, to them any more than the (external) air, his to mind remaining unaffected by their 
merits or demerits. (40) Although clothed in earthly bodies in this (mortal) plane and 
(appearing as though) endowed with their characteristics (plumpness, slimness and so on), 
an ascetic who has his eyes fixed on the Self is not (actually) endowed with those 
characteristics any more than the air is with the odours (of various kinds, which really belong 
to the particles of earth wafted by the air and not to the air itself). (41) Though clothed in a 
body, the ascetic should, by identifying himself with Brahma (the Infinite), visualize the affinity 
of his all-pervading soul with the sky in the shape of freedom from (all) limitations and 
absence of attachment because of its interpenetrating all mobile and immobile organisms 
at once. (42) The soul is not touched by material adjuncts (like the body)—(which are) the 
creation of Kala (the Time-Spirit) and are constituted of fire, water and earth (in the form of 
its products,viz., food-grains)—any more than the sky is by phenomena like the clouds, 
tossed by the wind. (43) Bearing (close) affinity with water, an ascetic is transparent, soft by 
nature, sweet and a seat of purity and purifies people through (mere) sight, touch and 
utterance of his name. (44) Full of glory and made brighter by glow (in the shape of austerity), 
formidable and having no vessel other than his belly, the Yogi, like fire, does not imbibe any 
impurity (in the form of sin) even though consuming anything and everything (although he 
never consciously eats any impure substance). (45) (Like fire, again,) he remains hidden 
from view at times and becomes visible at others, (thereby) earning the respect of those who 
seek blessedness. And burning the past as well as the future sin of those who make an 
offering to him, he eats everywhere (only that which is offered by others). (46) (Again, even) 
as fire (though having no definite shape of its own) assumes the shape of the firewood 
through which it reveals itself, (so) having entered a particular body (viz., that of a divinity or 
a sub-human creature) possessed of noble or ignoble characteristics and evolved by His own 
Maya, the all-pervading Brahma appears endowed with that (very) form. (47) The (various) 
states beginning with birth and ending with death, brought about by (the passage of) Time, 
whose course cannot be perceived, belong to the body alone and not to the soul, just as 
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appearance and disappearance etc., occur only to the digits of the moon (and not to the 
moon itself). (48) Though taking place every moment by force of Time, which flits with the 
rapidity of a stream (of water), the birth and death of bodies assumed by the Spirit are 
not perceived any more than the rising and going out of the flames of fire (which likewise 
take place every moment). (49) Like the sun sucking the moisture (in summer) and 
releasing it (during the monsoons) by its rays, a Yogi (engaged in the quest of the Spirit) 
enjoys with his senses the objects of the senses and parts with them according to the 
needs of the moment but is not affected (by the act of enjoyment or gift).(50) (Even) as 
the sun reflected in a reflecting substance (e.g., a vessel full of water), is perceived by 
men of gross understanding differently (though one and the same) as though existing in 
the vessel etc., so is the (one) self clothed in a vesture (like the body) understood 
differently by those who recognize the physical body as their self, though one by itself. (51) 
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Excessive fondness or attachment should never be conceived for any person or object by 
anyone. The mind of a man who does so becomes unhappy and he comes to grief like the 
(famous) dove (of the legend). (52) Having built a nest on a tree, a certain dove lived in 


a forest with its mate, the female dove, for some years. (53) With their hearts bound through 
love and enjoying the pleasures of copulation, the pair knit their understanding with 
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understanding, eye with eye and body with body. (54) Free from fear or reserve (in relation 
to one another), they slept, sat, flew about, stood, chatted, sported and ate together in the 
rows of trees of that forest. (55) The male dove, whose senses were out of its control, 
procured even with (great) hardship whatever enjoyment its mate craved for, inasmuch as 
the latter gratified it (in every way) and was (in turn) treated with (great) sympathy. (56) 
Conceiving for the first time, the female bird, who was devoted to the male, laid eggs, when 
the time came, in the nest by the side of its mate. (57) At the proper time there emerged from 
the eggs fledglings with delicate limbs (fully) evolved by the inconceivable potencies of Lord 
Sri Hari (in the form of the Time-Spirit, destiny, nature and so on), and covered with soft 
down.(58) Hearing their cooing and delighted by their sweet chirping, the pair, fond as they 
were of their offsprings, nourished them with (great) affection. (59) The parents derived 
(great) joy through (the touch of) the feathers, (so) pleasant to touch, (sweet) chirps and 
charming movements of their happy youngs and their coming forth to meet them. (60) With 
their hearts knit together by mutual affection and deluded by the Maya (enchanting potency) 
of Lord Visnu, the parent birds brought up their young brood with their mind (ever) distracted 
(through solicitude for them). (61) Desiring food for their offsprings, the pair, that now had 
a (large) family (to support) went out in search of it, and wandered all about the forest for 
long.(62) A fowler,who roamed about in the forest, appeared there by chance and, seeing 
the little birds sporting near their own nest, spread his net and caught them. (63) (Meanwhile) 
the male and the female doves, which were always anxious to nourish their progeny and had 
gone out (in search of nourishment), returned to their nest with the nourishment. (64) 
Perceiving its young brood caught in the net and wailing, the female dove felt extremely 
miserable and flew to them screaming. (65) Bound by (ties of) affection bestowed (on them) 
more than once through the Maya of the birthless Lord, the female dove, afflicted in mind as 
she was, forgot that it might likewise be caught in the trap and (even though) seeing the little 
ones entangled, was caughtin the trap itself. (66) Sore distressed to find its offsprings, dearer 
than itself, caught alongwith its mate, which was as dear (to it) as its own self, the male dove 
helplessly wailed (as follows):—(67) "Oh ! behold my ruin, scanty of virtue and evil-minded 
aslam. Though! am (still) unsatiated (with the pleasures of sense) andam yet unaccomplished 
of purpose, my household life, which was the (only) means of realizing the threefold object 
of life has been brought to an (abrupt) end. (68) My mate—that looked upon me as it$ object 
of veneration, was agreeable (to me in everyway) and was a match for me (in every 
respect)—is going to heaven with its innocent (guileless) offsprings, leaving me once for all 
in this desolate dwelling. (69) Such as | am, whose mate and progeny are no more, what for 
should | seek to survive as a wretched widower leading a miserable life in my deserted 
habitat ?" (70) Seeing them entangled in the net and struggling in the jaws of death, the 
foolish and feebleminded dove likewise fell into the trap of its own accord. (71) Having (thus) 
secured the male dove, the master of its household, as well as its mate and progeny (the 
young doves), and accomplished of purpose, the cruel fowler returned home. (72) Maintain- 
ing his family in the aforesaid manner, any householder of unquiet mind, revelling in the pairs 
of opposites (such as joys and sorrows) and attached to the pleasures of sense comes to 
grief, like the aforesaid dove, with (all) those connected with him (viz., his wife and 
children).(73) The wise recognize him as having fallen from a height on (once) climbing up 
to it, who, having attained a human body, which is an open door (as it were) to (the mansion 
of) final beatitude, remains attached, like the (aforesaid) dove, to his household. (74) 
Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purdna, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
What the Avadhita learnt from the nine preceptors 
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The Brahmana said : O king ! pleasure and pain which come through the senses are 
experienced in heaven as well as in hell by embodied beings; therefore a wise man should 
not seek them. (1) Like a python one should eat food, obtained without effort, whether it be 
more or less and sweet or bitter. (2) If no food reaches one, (then) like the python let one go 
without it and make no effort to obtain it. Let one sleep for many days patiently believing that 
it is Fate which provides food. (3) Bearing one's body actionless even when one is strong of 
body, mind and senses, and lying down, though sleepless, one should do nothing, though 
having the strength to exercise senses. (4) An ascetic should be quiet and grave like the calm 
deep sea. He should be inscrutable, dominated by none and unaffected by time and space 
and unperturbed by likes and dislikes. (5) An ascetic devoted to the Lord, whether he has 
or has not the desired objects, should feel neither elated nor depressed just as the ocean 
does not swell when rivers flow into it nor dries up when they do not. (6) When the man who 
has no control over his senses sees the Maya of the Lord in the shape of a woman, he is 
allured by her gestures and falls into the darkness of hell just as a moth falls into fire. (7) The 
ignorant man allured by the gold ornaments, clothes etc., of a woman for the sake of 
enjoyment of these objects, which are the creation of the Lord's Maya, loses his discrimina- 
tion and is destroyed like a moth. (8) An ascetic should take food in small quantities (from 
householders), without giving them any trouble, and barely enough to maintain his body, and 
thus adopt the course of the black bee. (9) Like the bee collecting honey from (many) flowers 
a discriminating person should gather the essence from all scriptures, great or small. (10) 
He should not keep in store for the evening or the following day the food collected by begging; 
his hands (alone) should be the vessel and belly, the receptacle for food. He should not be 
a hoarder like the bee. (11) Amendicant should keep nothing in store, either for the evening 
or the day following; he who does it perishes like a bee with that collection. (12) A begging 
ascetic should not touch even with his foot even the wooden figure of a youthful woman; if 
he touched it, he would be chained like the elephant brought in contact with a she- 
elephant.(13) A wise man should never seek a woman, who is his death (as it were); (for) 
he might be killed by other more powerful persons (after her) just as an elephant is killed by 
stronger tuskers. (14) Riches amassed with great pains by misers are neither enjoyed by 
them nor gifted away; they are enjoyed by some other person, who like the honey-gatherer 
discovers the hoard (and appropriates it). (15) Like the honey-gatherer, the ascetic really first 
enjoys the riches of householders who have amassed them with great pains and with a view 
to enjoying them. (16) An ascetic, living in a forest, should never hear vulgar songs. He 
should take this lesson from the deer, which attracted by the music of the hunter gets 
snared.(17) Enjoying the vulgar dance, instrumental music and songs of women, Rsyasrnga, 
born of a deer, became a plaything in the hands of women. (18) Enraptured by love of taste, 
a foolish person, through his uncontrollable tongue, is destroyed like the fish by the 
hooks.(19) Through fasting wise men can soon control their senses, except the tongue 
which becomes more powerful in the case of a fasting person. (20) One may have subdued 
all other senses; but, unless one conquers the sense of taste, one cannot be said to have 
gained self-control; all senses get subdued when the sense of taste is conquered. (21) Now 
hear O prince, what | learnt from Pingala, a courtesan, who at one time lived in the city of 
Videha (Mithila). (22) One day that courtesan decorated her person at night and in order to 
take her paramour in the pleasure-house she sat just outside the house at the door. (23) O 
the best of men, on seeing the passers-by she, desirous of money, took them as rich men 
seeking pleasure on payment of money. (24) Seeing the passers-by gone, she, who lived 
upon her solicitations, began to indulge in the hope that some other rich man would come 
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and give her plentiful money. (25) Waiting at the door thus frustrated, and having lost her ‘ 
sleep, she kept going inside and outside the house till it was midnight. (26) Her mouth was 
parched and she felt dejected through hope for earning money; but ultimately the sense of 
frustration leading to happiness dawned on her through thinking as mentioned below. (27) 
Now duly hear from me the song she sang in her utter disappointment; because for people 
dispassion is like a sword to cut asunder the noose of hope. (28) For no person, O King, who 
has not acquired this feeling of disgust for the world would snap the bodily ties any more than 
he who is devoid of discretion could give up the sense of my-ness. (29) 
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Pingala said: Alas ! how senseless and of uncontrolled mind am |! Behold the extent 
of my foolishness; ignorant as | am, | have expected the fulfilment of my desire from a trifling 
mean paramour! (30) Forsaking (the adoration of) the eternal and real Lord, who resides in 
the heart and gives joy and wealth forever, fondly have | sought a poor man who cannot 
satisfy my desires and who only gives grief, fear, worry, sorrow and infatuation. (31) Lo! how 
uselessly have | afflicted my soul by leading the life of a courtesan and living by sucha highly 
reproachful profession; | expected wealth and satisfaction from a lustful, greedy and 
lamentable person through my body sold to him ! (32) What female other than myself would 
find enjoyment through a (paramour's) body, which is like a house of which the framework 
is of bones, covered with skin, hair and nails, which is full of urine and excreta and has nine 
doors through which constantly flows foul matter ? (33) Among the (wise) citizens of Mithila 
| am the only foolish and wicked person in that | expect satisfaction from anybody else than 
the immortal Lord, who bestows his own Self. (34) He is the friend, most beloved Lord and 
Self of all embodied beings; to Him shall | offer myself as a price and find enjoyment in Him 
like Laksmi, who sports with Him. (35) To what extent have mortal men and even celestials, 


subject to the ravages of Time, been able to give satisfying pleasure or enjoyment to their 
wives ? (36) Forsooth, Lord Visnu has been pleased with me for some action of mine, as in 
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my heart, full of vicious hope, the feeling of disgust for the world has been engendered, which 
will lead to happiness. (37) Had | been unfortunate, | would not have met with miseries which 
have produced the feeling of disgust for the world. It is this despondency through which man 
attains peace by snapping the fetters of home etc. (38) Placing on my head the benefit 
rendered by Him and forsaking vicious hopes of sense-enjoyments, | shall seek refuge with 
the said Lord. (39) Feeling contented with whatever | get and living upon it, and trusting the 
Lord, who is my own Self, | shall now sport with Him as my husband. (40) My soul is fallen 
in the well of worldliness, the senses have deprived me of discrimination, and | stand 
devoured by the serpent of Time. Who else but the Lord can save me? (41) When one 
carefully sees the world devoured by the serpent of Time and feels disgusted with worldly 
objects, one realizes the fact that one's Self is the only protector. (42) 
Mem Sara 
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The Brahmana said : Thus determined, she abandoned the vicious hope born of lust 
and, resorting to peace, she (quietly) sought her bed. (43) Hope is the greatest misery and 


the absence of it is the greatest joy; for Pifgala, getting rid of the hope to get a paramour, 
enjoyed a peaceful sleep. (44) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse IX 
Story of the seven preceptors, the osprey and others; and the 
end of the Avadhita's discourse 
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The Brahmana said : The source of misery is indeed the acquisition of whatever men 
love most. One who knows this and desires no acquisition enjoys everlasting happiness. (1) 
The stronger ospreys which had no flesh attacked the osprey which had it. The latter then 
dropped the piece of flesh and felt happy. (2) | feel neither honour nor dishonour; | have no 
care which householders have for home and children. Like a child (free from care) | wander 
in the world sporting in the Self and devoted to it. (3) Only two are free from cares and 
anxieties and are immersed in supreme bliss—the ignorant and guileless child and he who 
has transcended the three Gunas (and realized the Supreme Being). (4) In a certain place, 
a maiden herself had to attend to the comforts of those who came to her house to choose 
her for a bride when her relations had gone away to some other place. (5) O king, while she 
was pounding paddy aside to provide them food, the bangles of shells on her wrists made 
a loud jingling sound. (6) The (wise) girl, feeling much ashamed of doing the humiliating task 
herself, broke the bangles one by one, and retained only two each on her wrists.(7) Even the 
two bangles produced sound as she pounded (the paddy), she again broke one each (so 
that) the remaining one each did not produce any sound. (8) And the following lesson | learnt 
from her, O subduer of enemies, as | wandered in this wide world to know what was desirable 
and what was to be shunned. (9) Where many dwell together quarrel would ensue; even 
between two living together there is talk. Therefore one should wander alone as the single 
bangle on the wrists of the maiden. (10) 
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One should steady the mind on one thing by controlling it as well as the breath, and 
by acquiring a steady pose and remaining vigilant practising dispassion and 
concentration. (11) The mind is to be steadied on That One, established in which it slowly 
renounce the desire for actions and, developing the Sattva Guna controls the Rajasika and 
Tamasika impulses and in their absence attains absorption in contemplation. (12) Just as 
the maker of arrows absorbed in his work did not see the king passing by him, so the man 
who has concentrated his mind on the Self does not know anything inside or outside. (13) 
Again, an ascetic should wander alone, have no fixed abode; and ever vigilant and living in 
a cave, unrecognized by obvious marks, he should be without any support and sparing of 
speech. (14) For man with his perishable body to build a house is useless and fraught with 
great misery. The serpent happily inhabits the hole borrowed by others. (15) The one almighty 
Lord, existing by Himself and the support of all, destroys this previously created universe 
through His Time-Energy at the end of a Kalpa. And then He remains One alone, quite 
undifferentiated. When by force of time, powerful in itself, all the energies in the shape of 
the three Gunas get merged in the Unmanifest (when the creation ends), the most ancient 
Person, the Lord of Matter and Spirit, attainable by Brahma and other liberated beings, 
exists. He remains the absolute and unconditioned, and self-manifest Bliss, fit to be 
called Liberation (itself). (16—18) O slayer of enemies, with His own unassisted power He 
agitates His Maya, consisting of the three Gunas and first creates Sutra or 
Mahattattva. (19) They say that Sutra is the manifestation of the three Gunas, capable of 
creating the universe of multifarious forms, through which it runs like a thread and the 
individual soul gets into the world. (20) Just as the spider projecting the web from its heart 
through mouth, sports with it and then swallows it, so does the Supreme Lord creates, 
preserves and destroys the universe. (21) On whatever the embodied being deliberately 
centres its mind in its entirety, through love, hatred or fear, it attains that very form. (22) O 
king, the larva confined by the wasp in a hole in the wall and contemplating on the wasp, 
without discarding its former body, transforms itself into the latter. (23) O king, | thus learnt 
this wisdom from these preceptors. Now hear as | tell You.what | have learnt from my own 
body. (24) This body, subject to birth and death and constantly and ultimately a source of 
afflictions, is my preceptor as it promotes renunciation and discrimination. Though it helps 
me to contemplate on realities, it really belongs to others (who devour it). Realizing this | 
wander renouncing all. (25) Man earns money with difficulty in order to enjoy pleasures 
and maintain the growing number of wives, children, possessions, cattle, servants, houses 
and relations and friends. Like a tree which when ultimately destroyed leaves behind 
seed for another tree to grow, he too dies leaving seeds for his next birth. (26) His tongue 
drags him to one side, thirst to another and the organ of generation to some other; so do the touch, 
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stomach and ear in some other directions; the sense of smell in another and the restless eye 
to something else; and every physical organ draws him in a different direction. Thus like the 
lord of the house torn up by co-wives, his senses and organs pull him on all sides. (27) Having 
created through His innate energy the bodies of the different species of living beings, such 
as trees, reptiles, animals, birds, gad-flies, fish etc., the Lord was not satisfied. He rejoiced 
(only) when He created the human body endowed with reason and capable of realizing the 
Supreme Deity. (28) Having after many births in this world acquired the rare human body, 
however frail, whichis still the means of attaining the object of life, awise man should speedily 
strive to attain Liberation, before this body, constantly subjected to annihilation, is not 
destroyed. The enjoyment of sense pleasures can of course be had in all species. (29) 
Having thus freed myself from all attachments and egotism and developed dispassion, and 
possessing the light of knowledge (acquired from several preceptors), | wander in this world 
established in the Self. (30) Stable and comprehensive knowledge cannot be acquired from 
one preceptor. This Brahma, without a second, has been variously sung by Rsis. (31) 
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The Lord said : The Brahmana of deep wisdom having thus spoken to King Yadu and 
greeted and adored by him, took leave and delightedly went his way. (32) Having listened 


to the discourse of the Avadhita (Dattatreya) our remote ancestor (King Yadu) rid himself 
of all attachments and gained the steady equilibrium of mind. (33) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse X 


The emptiness of earthly and other-worldly enjoyments exposed 
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The Lord said : Attentive to the righteous duties taught by Me, and depending upon Me, 
and forsaking all desires, man should follow the conduct prescribed for his caste, order and 
family. (1) Having thus purified his mind, he should observe how the actions of worldly men 
attached to sense-pleasures, who consider them to be real, producé contrary results (cause 
misery). (2) As the dreams of a sleeping person and the fancies of one drowned ina reverie 
are of no value, being of a diversified character, so is the notion of differences produced by 
the Gunas illusory. (3) One who is devoted to Me should perform all obligatory or occasional 
duties but should forsake all actions prompted by desire. If one is fully engaged in an inquiry 


into the Self, he need not attend even to his prescribed duties. (4) My votary should devoutly 
practise austerities and at times observe sacred vows (too); and he should wait upon his 
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preceptor of tranquil mind who has realized Me as identical with Myself. (5) He should be free 
from pride, jealousy, sloth and attachment; he should be firmly devoted to his preceptor and 
cool, and a seeker after Self-Knowledge he should not be fault-finding and one indulging in 
useless talk. (6) He should not feel attached to his wife, children, home, lands, relations and 
wealth etc., and should find his purpose equally in all. (7) As a burning fire, that shows things, 
is different from the piece of wood that is burnt and illumined, so is the self-manifest soul, the 
witness of all, distinct from the subtle and gross bodies. (8) Just as fire burning a piece of 
wood assumes its qualities of destructibility, coming into being, smallness or magnitude, and 
variety, so does the soul assume the attributes of the body when it enters it. (9) The subtle 
as wellas the gross body is constituted of the Gunas controlled by the Lord; and transmigration 
of the soul is the result of identifying it with the body. This misapprehension can be dispelled 
only by the real knowledge of the Self. (10) Therefore, through inquiry one should gradually 
realize the transcendent and absolute Self, permeating the body etc., and the latter as unreal 
and different from the Self. (11) The preceptor is the piece of wood underneath, the disciple 
is the upper one and the instruction is the middle one or churning rod; and (Self-)knowledge 
is the delightful fire produced by friction. (12) The perfectly purified wisdom obtained from an 
efficient preceptor dispels Maya, the product of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and these 
Gunas too; and ultimately the intellect itself becomes quiescent as fire with its fuel 
consumed.(13) If you admit the variety of souls, the agents of actions, subject to happiness 
and misery; if you maintain that the regions, time, the Vedas and the soul are eternal; and 
if you hold that all objects while constantly changing are eternal and that the whole sense of 
perception is engendered by the objects perceived and then changes with the objects; then, 
O Uddhava, you will have to admit that all souls associated with a body are subject to time 
and repeatedly to the states of birth and death etc. Then it is evident from your.standpoint 
that the doer of actions is surely subject to pleasure and pain and for one so dependent there 
can be little happiness. (14—17) Even learned persons, because they have bodies, enjoy 
no happiness, and even fools are not necessarily unhappy. Therefore egotism on the part 
of both is simply vain. (18) Even if they know how to win happiness and overcome misery, 
they surely have not been able to discover means of averting death. (19) What happiness 
can wealth or any sense-enjoyment bring to man when the nearness of death gives him no 
satisfaction, just as a victim being escorted to the place of execution cannot enjoy any 
pleasure ? (20) Like the worldly pleasures, the bliss of heaven is also vitiated by envy, 
jealousy, evanescence and decay. There are many impediments in attaining to that bliss and 
it is fruitless (at times) like cultivation. (21) You should also hear how one attains the region 
through the successful performance of religious duties unbalked by interrruptions. (22) One 
who performs sacrifices in this world and propitiates the gods through them goes to heaven 
and enjoys there heavenly pleasures, gained through his actions, and feels happy like the 
deities. (23) He assumes a beautiful form and flying in a celestial car earned through his 
meritorious deeds and surrounded by heavenly damsels and sung by heavenly singers he 
goes about blissfully. (24) But while merrily sporting with the celestial damsels in heavenly 
pleasances and flying in a celestial car, adorned with small bells and whose speed is 
controlled by the will of the rider, he does not notice his impending fall. (25) He enjoys heaven 
so long as his meritorious deeds bear fruit; but when his merit is exhausted, driven by time, 
though reluctant, he has to take birth in the lower regions. (26) If a person associates with 
the wicked and delights in impiety, or losing control over his senses indulges in low worldly 
pleasures and becomes mean, avaricious, lustful and oppressive to living creatures, and 
(misled by the wicked) kills animals ignoring religious sanction, and worships ghosts and 
goblins, he inevitably goes to hell and assumes bodies of low ignorant creatures. (27-28) 
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Clothed in a body man performs actions which result in misery. In consequence of those 
actions he assumes another body and thus living in the world the mortal man enjoys little 
happiness. (29) The regions of the universe and their rulers who live till the end of a Kalpa 
are afraid of Me; even Brahma who lives for two Parardhas only is afraid of Me. (30) The 
senses bring about actions and the Gunas prompt the senses to act, and the said Jiva, being 
invested with bodies and senses and identifying itself with them, reaps the fruit of 
actions.(31) So longas the diversity of the Gunas prevails the Atma will appear manifold. And 
so long as the manifoldness of Atma lasts dependent state will continue. (32) So long as the 
State of dependence of the Jiva continues there is fear from the Lord. Therefore, those who 
take to these Gunas get deluded, and come to grief. (33) Time, Atma, Sastra, the world, 
Nature and Dharma are the various names by which | am called when the equilibrium of the 
three (illusive) qualities is disturbed or they are agitated. (34) 


SEF SAT 
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Uddhava said : O Lord, though associated with a body ete., why should not the Jiva be 
bound by actions begotten of body ? Or having no connection with them, how does the soul 
get tied to them ? (35) How does a person liberated or bound behave or sport and by what 
characteristics is he to be known ? How does he eat, ease nature, sleep, sit or walk ? (36) 
O Acyuta, the foremost of those expert in answering questions ! (pray) answer this question 


My mistaken notion is as to whether the same Atmais (both) ever bound and ever liberated 
(too). (37) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse forming part of the Dialogue between the Lord and Uddhava, 
in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XI 
The characteristics of bound and liberated souls as well as of devotees 
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The glorious Lord began again : The characterization ofa Jiva as bound or emancipated 
is determined by its being subject or not to (the influence of) the (three) Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti) controlled by Me, and has nothing to do with its essential nature. And the Gunas 
being rooted in Maya (which is under My control), there is neither emancipation nor bondage 
for Me. (1) (Even) as dream is an illusory aspect of the mind, grief and infatuation, joy and 
sorrow and embodiment (or the loss of one's body) are falsely attributed to the Self. (Hence 
even) transmigration (of the soul) is not real (but is ascribed to it through ignorance alone).(2) 
Know that Saving Knowledge and Ignorance are My potencies, specially brought into being 
by My Maya, and have existed without beginning, and make for release and bondage 
(respectively of the Jiva), O Uddhava ! (3) Though | am one, O highly intelligent one, it is in 
relation to the Jivaalone, a reflection of Mine, that bondage has existed from time immemorial 
through ignorance; anditis in relation to the Jiva alone that the other state (release) is brought 
about through Knowledge (in the form of Self-Realization vouchsafed by Me). (4) Next | 
(proceed to) tell you the distinction between the one in bondage (viz., the Jiva or the individual 
soul) and the other who is liberated (viz., God), characterized by contrary properties (viz., 
sorrow and joy respectively), though (co-) existing in one and the same individual, O dear 
Uddhave! (5) The two (viz., the Jiva and God, the Inner Controller of the Jiva) are (distinct 
from the body like) a pair of birds (dwelling on a tree yet apart from it), kindred (in character 
as being spiritual in substance) and settled as (constant) companions in the same nest (of 
the heart) on the tree (of the body) by force’of Maya (the divine Will). One of them (viz., the 
Jiva) partakes of the fruit (in the shape of joy and sorrow to be experienced) in the peepul 
tree of the body (as a result of past good and evil deeds); while the other (viz., God), though 
going without food (in the shape of those pleasurable and painful experiences) is (always) 
superior (to the former) in strength (the strength of wisdom etc.).” (6) (Of the two 
aforementioned,) the enlightened one (viz., God), who does not partake of the fruit of the 
peepul tree, knows Himself as well as the other (the Jiva); but not so the one who partakes 
of the fruit of the peepul tree. Again, the one who is characterized by ignorance (viz., the Jiva) 
has been in bondage from eternity; while He who is all Knowledge (viz., God) is ever free.(7) 
Anenlightened soul (a Jivanmukta) is not tied to the body even though he remains in the body 
(by force of his past Sarnskaras), any more than one who has awoke from a dream (remains 
tied to the dream body, though continuing in that body in thought). A man of perverted intellect 
(who looks upon the body alone as his self) remains identified (on the contrary) with his body, 
though not (essentially) confined within it, (even) as one who is (actually) seeing a dream is 
identified with his dream body, though not (actually) present in it. (8) Remaining unaffected 


* This very idea finds expression in the following Sruti text:— 
aaa aaa ware aad gai viens | aaitea: fered cage aaa sfrarasits 
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while the objects of sense—which are no other than mddifications of the three Gunas are being 
apprehended by the senses, (which are) modifications of the (same) Gunas, he who is 
enlightened does not feel that he is apprehending them. *(On the other hand he feels that 
itis the Gunas themselves in the form of the senses that apprehend their objects, which are 
made up of the same substance). (9) Functioning in this body controlled by his Prarabdha 
(destiny), the ignorant Jiva, (however) remains tied to it through the (egotistic) notion that he 
is the agent, as a result of actions which are (actually) being performed by the Indriyas (which 
are the modifications of the three Gunas and as such identical with them).t(10) 


wa faa: ea arererner | aitenireortsrsaunieg Rel 
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Thus remaining free from passion while (lying) in bed, sitting, moving about, bathing, 
seeing, touching, smelling, eating and hearing etc., and allowing the (three) Gunas (in the 
form of the senses) to enjoy the various objects of the senses, the enlightened soul does not 
get bound (by such actions) like the ignorant man. Though continuing in his psycho-physical 
organism (which is a modification of Prakrti) he remains unattached to it like the sky, the sun 
(which remains unattached to the water in which it is reflected) or the wind (which remains 
unattached even though blowing everywhere). (11-12) With (all) his doubts resolved by (the 
sword of) his penetrating intellect whetted by (all-round) detachment he turns away from the 
sense of diversity, even as one who has woke up from a dream turns away from it. (13) He 
whose vital, organic, mental and intellectual functions are absolutely free from deliberate 
thought remains as a matter of fact altogether unfettered by the three Gunas operating 
through his body, though dwelling in it. (14) A wise man is he who is not (adversely or 
agreeably) affected when his body is tormented by mischievous persons or by chance 
treated somewhat with honour by someone at some place. (15) The sage who has 
transcended (the sense of) good and evil and sees equality (everywhere) would neither 
praise those that do or say (anything) good nor censure those who do or say (anything) 
evil.(16) Revelling in his self, a man given to contemplation should neither do nor contem- 
plate nor speak anything good or evil and should roam about like a stupid fellow and live in 
the aforesaid manner. (17) 


areas Fendt a Pera ot ae see Ae «maa tata: 1201 


*Compare Srimad Bhagavadgita III. 28:— 

aeatay Ferarel Treerfaara: | on wo aed Sf Heat A AST Ii 

" He however, who has true insight into the respective spheres of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and their actions 
holding (as he does) that it is the Gunas (in the shape of the senses. mind etc,,) that move among the Gunas (objects of 
perception), does not get attached to them, Arjuna !" 

+Ct. Srimad Bhagavadgita II! 27;— 

ware: feasts Th: ain aa: | reeertaeren aeatefats wT I 

* All actions are being performed by the modes of Prakrti (primordial Matter). The fool (however), whose mind, is deluded 
by egotism, thinks: "| am the doer" 
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If one, though well-versed in the Veda (the Supreme revealed in the form of word), has 
not attained perfection in the Knowledge (realization) of the supreme (Brahma), his labour 
(on the study of the Vedas) has ended in labour alone like that of a man who tends a dry 
cow.(18) The man who maintains a cow that has been milked for good (offers no more 
prospect of yielding milk), a false wife, a body depending (for its support) on another and 
an unworthy son, nay, who guards wealth which is not bestowed on worthy recipients and 
cuitivates, O dear Uddhava ! speech which does not glorify Me reaps misery after 
misery.(19) A wise man ought not to cultivate such barren speech as does not glorify, O 
dear Uddhava, My purifying activity responsible for the appearance, continuance and 
exiinction of this universe and does not describe My advent (in the form) of Sri Rama, Sri 
Krsna and so on), which is so dear to the world, among My (numerous) descents taken for 
the sake of sport.(20) 


wa) fared «= aaa sorta farsi Tee} adi 1221 
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Having cast aside, through inquiry on the lines indicated in the foregoing verses, the 
mistaken notion of diversity with respect to the soul, and focussed one's mind, free from (all) 
impurities, on Me, the omnipresent Lord, one should retire (from all activity). (21) If (however) 
you are unable to fix your mind irrevocably on Brahma, do all your (allotted) duties efficiently 
ina disinterested spirit for My sake. (22) Hearing with reverence My stories, which bring merit 
(to the hearer) and purify the worlds, chanting them (if there is someone to hear) and 
constantly recalling them (even when there is none to chant or hear them), arranging 
dramatic representation of My advent and pastimes again and again, (nay,) pursuing 
righteousness, enjoyment and wealth for My sake and depending on Me, O Uddhava ! one 
develops unflinching devotion to Me, the Eternal. (23-24) Equipped with Devotion acquired 
through the fellowship of saints, he becomes My worshipper. (And) such a worshipper 
undoubtedly attains with ease to My state as shown by the righteous. (25) 

TEI FAT 
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Uddhava submitted : What kind of maf is considered by You to be a pious soul, O 
illustrious Lord ? And what kind of devotion has been esteemed by the righteous and may 
be directed towards You ? (26) Let this be pointed out to me, bent low (before You), devoted 
(to You) and fallen at Your feet, O Ruler (even) of Brahma and others (the highest souls), the 
Controller of the spheres, the Lord of the (entire) creation ! (27) Youare the supreme Brahma, 


taintless like the sky, the Spirit beyond Prakrti; yet, O Lord ! You have descended (on this 
earth) having assumed a distinct (finite) personality at Your own (sweet) will. (28) 


564 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA * [ Dis. 11 


LOMCRPAHPAAECE AASHTO ENTARAEKEKEHENEHNKKHENKHE NN ENnEN KKK EKAeHENT eR EN eN RHEE 


MMTATTATA 
arorercgrctare fetter: Tae | AAANISASEN «AA: | WafaeRTHH: 121 
aaTereaeitaat We: Ufacfenara: | artiel frayqey ae: Ret wep AA: 1301 
aaa oomiten — yfenfsagener: | sraritare: weal aa: arrefiren: fa: 1321 
rare TOT aa FesseBa RT | TAR a: Ba AT aT AAA: 1321 
Weapeana 4 4 vi ar ashes area: | Ia A A RAT WaT: 1331 


The glorious Lord replied : A pious soul is compassionate to all embodied souls, harms 
none, is forbearing, has truthfulness for his strength, faultless of mind, equipoised (in joy and 
sorrow) and beneficent to all; his judgment is never clouded by (attachment to) the pleasures 
of sense; he is self-disciplined, soft (by nature), pure (perfectly moral in his dealings), 
resourceless and effortless, lives on a scanty meal, is free from passions and constant, solely 
depends on Me and is given to contemplation and vigilant, remains unexcited (even when 
there is room for excitement) and firm (even in adversity); he must have conquered the six 
waves (viz., cold and heat, greed and infatuation, hunger and thirst), does not seek honour, 
though bestowingit (on others) ,is capable of imparting knowledge to others, sincere altruistic 
and possessed of right knowledge. (29—31). He (too) is (likewise) the best of (all) virtuous 
men, who—having completely neglected all his duties, though prescribed by Me, while 
knowing full well the virtues (resulting from the performance of duty) and sins (incurred by 
neglecting them)—worships Me (alone). (32) They are considered by Me to be the foremost 
of (all) devotees, who worship Me with exclusive devotion, knowing in reality how great! am, 
what | am and what like | am, or (even) not knowing this. (33) 
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Devotion to Me consists, O Uddhava ! in beholding, touching and worshipping My 
representations of (in the form of images etc.,) and people devoted to Me, rendering (bodily) 
service to them (such as kneading their feet), extolling them, bowing to them and repeatedly 
recounting My excellences and exploits; developing reverence for hearing My stories, 
practising contemplation on Me, offering all one's gains to Me, offering one's body (to Me) 
for service; narrating the stories of My advent and recounting My deeds, celebrating festivals 
connected with Me (such as the Janmastami festival connected with My advent) and 
conducting festivities in My temples with vocal and instrumental music, dance and Puranic 
discourses; visiting holy places in procession and conducting (special) worship (with 
flowers etc.,) on all annual festive occasions (particularly on every Ekadasi during the four 
rainy months), initiating men into certain forms of Vedic and Tantrika worship etc., and 
undertaking vows sacred to Me (such as fasting on Ekadasi days); enthusiasm in installing 
My images (in temples specially built for the purpose) and individual as well as collective 
effort for laying out gardens, orchards and pleasances, erecting boundary walls round towns 
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and constructing temples, keeping my temples tidy and clean after the manner of a servant 
by removing their dust and plastering their floor with cowdung etc., washing their floor and 
decorating it with ornamental designs and diagrams in a guileless way (without any 
expectation of return); absence of pride and hypocrisy and refraining from making known 
one's own services.* One should not uset (for one's own benefit) even the light of a lamp 
offered (by oneself or anyone else) to Me (or, to interpret itin another way, one should not offer 
to Me even the light of a lamp (already) offered (to Me or to any other deity).+(34—40). One 
should (on the other hand) offer to Me whatever is most favoured with the world as well as 
whatever is most liked by himself; for such an offering is capable of yielding immortality. (41) 
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The sun, fire, the Brahmana cows, a votary of Lord Visnu, the sky, the air, water, earth, 
one's own body and all living beings are the media of My worship, O good one ! (42) In the 
sunone should worship Me by (waiting upon Me with) hymns forming part of the three Vedas; 
in (the sacred) fire, by (pouring) oblations; in a worthy Brahmana, through hospitality of 
course; and in cows, through green grass etc., O dear Uddhava; in a votary of Lord Visnu, 
through attentions due to a relation; in the cavity of one's heart, through fixity in meditation; 
in the air, through the thought that it is the life-giving principle running through the entire 
universe; in the water, through articles of worship followed by water (itself); ina raised ground 
me 

* A Smrti text says :- SH: arefa arta! 

"A virtue is spent by being made known through one's own lips.” 

+Itis for this reason that in order to quard against the offence of seeing things with the help of such lightit has been enjoined 
that a light offered to a deity should contain a double wick, Of course, this does not debar us from accepting for one's own use 
in a spirit of devotion the offerings made to a deity in the shape of eatables, sandal-paste, garland and scent etc., which has 
been extolled in the scriptures as conducive to Liberation. The scripture says:— 

wefaniiart, arr ufenidan | famitaafreda yd agai wet It 
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"In the Kali age the same virtue accrues from the food offered to Lord Visnu to those partaking of it as has been declared 
to result from a fast undertaken for a whole month as many as six times. He is identical with Lord Visnu, who carries a mental 
image of Lord Sri Hari in his heart, His name on his lips, the food offered to Him in his stomach, nay, the water in which His 
feet have been washed and flowers etc., offered to Him on the fead.” 

+The Smrti says :- 
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“One ought to propitiate other deities by means of food (already) offered to Lord Visnu (the Supreme Deity); nay, it should 
be offered to the manes as well (during the Sraddha ceremony), as such consecrated food (if offered to the manes) is capable 
of yielding an immortal fruit. In the case (however) of him who offers the food already offered to the manes to Lord Sri Hari, 
the Supreme Spirit, the manes who were responsible for his birth undergo (great) suffering.” 
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(duly) levelled and cleared (through consecration) by means of mystic formulas. In one's own 
body, one should propitiate the soul through amenities (permitted by the Sastras); and in all 
created beings one should worship Me as the conscious Self through undifferentiated 
vision. (43—45) Through these media one should contemplate and worship with a concen- 
trated mind in the aforesaid manner My serene and four-armed personality equipped with 
aconch, discus, mace and lotus. (46) He who worships Me as aforesaid with a concentrated 
mind through (Vedic) sacrifices and acts of pious liberality (such as the gift of food; enjoined 
in the Smrtis) attains true devotion to Me and through service to the righteous follows My 
(constant) remembrance (or realization too). (47) Ordinarily there is no royal road (to My 
realization) other than the discipline of Devotion preceded by association with the righteous, 
O Uddhava; for | am the greatest resort of the righteous. (48) Therefore, hear this (following) 
sovereign secret, O scion of Yadu ! | shall tell you even that which deserves to be 
scrupulously guarded; (for) you are My servant and sincere friend. (49) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XIl 
The Glory of Satsanga; how to perform one's prescribed duty 
and how to relinquish it ? 
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The glorious Lord began again : Neither Yoga (consisting of eight limbs enumerated 
in the Yoga-Sitras of Patafijali) nor Sankhya (knowledge of the distinctive character of the 
different categories discussed in the Sankhya system of philosophy) nor righteousness 
(consisting of non-violence, benevolence etc.), study of the Vedas (or Japa of the Divine 
Name), austerity and renunciation nor pouring oblations into the sacred fire and works of 
public utility (such as the digging of wells and tanks and the laying out of gardens) nor (the 
bestowal of) gifts, (observing) fasts, worship of gods, muttering secret spells, resorting to holy 
waters and places of pilgrimage, (undertaking) sacred observances (such as purity of body 
and mind) and the (five) forms of self-abnegation (non-violence etc.,) gain Me over as does 
Satsanga capture Me—Satsanga, which actually puts an end to all (other) attachments. (1-2) 
For, thanks to the fellowship of saints, a number of Daityas (the sons of Diti), Yatudhanas 
(ogres), beasts and birds, Gandharvas and Apsaras, Nagas, Siddhas, Caranas and 
Guhyakas (Yaksas), Vidyadharas, and among human beings (even) Vaigyas and Sudras, 
womenfolk and the lowest born, possessed of a Rajasika and Tamasika disposition, such as 
Vrtrasura (son of the god Twasta through a Daitya mother), Prahrada (son of Kayadhd), 
Vrsaparva, Bali, Bana, Maya and Vibhisana, sub-human (beings like) Sugriva, Hanuman, 
Jambavan (a bear), the (celebrated) elephant (of the legend), Jatayu (a vulture), Tuladhara 
(a merchant), Dharmavyadha (a hunter by profession), Kubja (a hunch-backed damsel), the 
Gopis (cowherdesses) as well as the wives of Brahmanas (engaged in performing a 
sacrifice) of Vraja and others ascended to My realm in different Yugas, O sinless 
Uddhava ! (3—6) Although they had never studied the Sruti texts, had never waited upon the 
most exalted ones (for the said purpose), had not observed any sacred vows nor practised 
any austerities, they (nevertheless) attained to Me through the fellowship of saints (alone).(7) 
Through mere love indeed the cowherdesses and cows, (nay,) trees and antelopes, cobras 
and other dull-witted creatures accomplished the object of their life and easily attained to Me, 
whom one cannot reach (even) with (great) exertion through Yoga or Sankhya, liberality, 
sacred vows, austerities and sacrificial performances, exposition of sacred texts, study of the 
Vedas (or Japa of the Divine Name) and renunciation. (8-9) When | was taken to Mathura 
alongwith Balarama by Akrira (the son of Swaphalka), the Gopis—whose mind was 
attached to Me through intense devotion and who suffered acute pangs of separation (from 
Me)—did not look upon anyone else than Me as a source of delight. (10) Those very 
(autumnal) nights (of ineffable sweetness) which had (during the Rasa dance), been spent 
(by them) like half a second with Me, the highest object of their love when | was present (by 
their side) in (the woods of) Vrindavana, hung heavy on them like a Kalpa (a thousand 
revolutions of the four Yugas) now that they were bereft of Me, O loved one! (11) With their 
mind fastened on to Me with (chords of) love they were no longer conscious of their own 
people or (even) of their (own) self, much less of this world or the next—any more than 
sages lost in Yogic trance are conscious of (this world consisting of) names and forms— 
and merged into (become one with) Me like rivers that lose themselves in the waters of the 
ocean. (12) Full of passion for Me, thinking Me (only) as their lover, nay, paramour, women 
(of Vraja) in their hundreds and thousands, who did not know My essential (divine) 
character, attained to Me, the supreme Brahma, through the fellowship of the righteous. 
(13) Therefore, turning your back upon injunctions as well as upon interdictions, (nay,) 
renouncing worldly activity as well as cessation from activity, and rejecting that which has 
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been learnt and that which has (yet) to be learnt, O Uddhava, seek as your refuge Me alone, 
the one Self of all embodied creatures, with all your being; for with Me alone (as your 
Master) you can be rid of fear from all quarters. (14-15) 
SEF FIT 
are: wad art aa attataria Fada onered aq urea 8 oa: 1281 
Uddhava submitted : Even though | am hearing Your discourse, O Lord of (all) Masters 
of Yoga, the doubt in my mind (as to whether | should really abandon all activity or not) does 
not cease, so that my mind stands bewildered. (16) 


AMT TATA 
a ow ovat fang: sma dan qt fap: | 
Tm gaa sd um ai au sf wilag: ievl 
aur: SSeS ae avatar: | 
ay: saat gan afer ata a ofeftd fe anit ieci 
wa owe: at ofaffeanf aot wit ae wel: fag 
ageafaarraanfaar: wa THAT: 128 | 
aa fe osiafeqeertrerm wat amet a ate: | 
fakewatrdeta oomfa odtenf oat osfame 6 aa izol 
afafe 89 sree eT a aa: | 
a ww wane: Ga: wai: yee sad 122) 


io < We meet a & Gees 
wa [Soave  faenpor far at 
faqea Saree: ae TAL 2 
Se AMET FETT Ue Alea ST AMSHAMA: 122 | 
The glorious Lord replied : The aforesaid Supreme (who gives life to all) is self-evident 
in that He reveals Himself (as follows) in the (six) Cakras (spiritual centres existing in the 
human body). Having (first) entered the Adhara Cakra (located near the anus) alongwith the 
sonant Prana (known by the name of Para speech) and assumed the subtle forms composed 
of the mind-stuff (and known by the names of Pasyanti and Madhyama in the Manipura and 
Visuddhi Cakras located near the navel and throat respectively), He (finally) manifests 
Himself (within the mouth) in the grossest form (known by the name of Vaikhari speech and) 
consisting of Matra (measure of time taken in uttering a vowel sound ), accent (Udatta etc..,) 
and articulate sound. (17) Just as fire, existing in the form of (unmanifest) heat in the sky, 
appears in a minute form (as a spark) when being repeatedly churned with force out of (a 
block of) wood and (fanned by the wind and) growing larger (in course of time), blazes forth 
with the help of oblations (poured into it), even so | appear (by degrees), as a matter of fact, 
as (the Para, Pasyanti, Madhyama and Vaikhari forms of) this (Vedic) speech. (18) Likewise 
articulation, work done by the hands, locomotion, evacuation of the bowels and the bladder, 
perceiving smell and taste, vision, perceiving the touch and audition, conception, cognition 
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and intellection and self-identification with the body etc. (the function of the ego), permeating 
things (the function of Prakrti) and the entire range of objective existence (consisting of the 
Indriyas, the modifications of Rajas, the deities presiding over them, the modifications of 
Sattva, and the five gross elements, the modifications of Tamas) are My manifestations. (19) 
This God (the, life-giver of all) is indeed one and unmanifest (in the beginning); for He is the 
first to become the support of the three Gunas and the source of the lotus of the universe. 
Having by force of time purposively embraced His potency (in the form of Maya), He appears 
manifold as it were (even) as, having found a (suitable) soil, seeds assume diverse shapes 
(in the form of trees etc.). (20) This universe is in no way other than God, in whom it stands 
woven warp and woof like a piece of cloth, which owes its existence to the expanse of 
threads. (Just as threads exist even independently of the cloth, but not so the cloth, the 
universe owes its existence to God but God exists even independently of the universe.) This 
tree of mundane existence has no beginning, is characterized by activity and puts forth 
flowers and fruits (in the shape of enjoyment and final beatitude). (21) (Virtue and sin—) two 
are its seeds, innumerable are its roots (in the shape of cravings); (Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas—) three are its stalks; five (viz., the five elements) are its main boughs; it yields five 
(kinds of) saps (in the shape of the five objects of senses); ten and one are its secondary 
branches (in the shape of the ten Indriyas and the mind); it bears (on it) the nest of two birds 
(viz., God and the Jiva, the individual soul); three are the layers of its bark (in the shape of 
the three humours of the body, viz., wind, bile and phlegm); it bears two (varieties of) fruits 
(viz., joy and sorrow) and spreads as far as (the sphere of) the sun (there being no 
metempsychosis for those who have penetrated beyond the sphere of the sun). (22) Full of 
carnal desires (the vulture-like) men of the world partake of its one fruit (viz., misery, even 
heavenly enjoyment being ultimately productive of sorrow); while (the swan-like) men of 
wisdom dwelling in the woods (cut off from the world) eat the other (viz., the bliss of 
immortality). He (alone) knows (the true import of) the Vedas, who comes to realize through 
(his) preceptors (worthy of respect) the one God (Myself) appearing in multitudinous forms 
by dint of His Maya (in the shape of His will to become many). (23) Having thus subdued 
yourself and remaining alert (all the while), cut at the root of your astral body (the 
distinguishing appurtenance of a Jiva) with exclusive devotion (to Me) acquired by sitting at 
the feet of a preceptor or by means of the keen-edged axe of wisdom (in the form of Self- 
Realization); and, having (thereby) realized the Self, cast off forthwith (even) the weapon 
(with which you have rent the veil of ignorance in the form of your Jivahood), (24) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PII 
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ZIM Walaa seaya: 


Discourse XIll 
The teaching imparted by the Lord in the form of the Divine Swan to the 
sage Sanaka and his three brothers 


wa wen gf qm aad mer: | aaa em aed ae aa fe 2 | 
wae Taf wae Ger Gal Gahan: | aarorda aed aat ad: sada 2 | 
aati wet gad aegis: org asa aqet aed sea wai 3 
STAI: SST a: HTS: a a AT a aT Isa AHR aaa TUTeAa: |X | 
wae, Oaataet aq ae qa: waar raha armed ame werd agate 4 | 
wana fad GaN alaggd iad ahead aA aad Bfate! & | 
auagist afadear areata agai ud qoreqeast te: eat afer: 1 9 | 
The glorious Lord began again : Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—these are the modes of 
Buddhi (Prakrti) and not of the Self. By (developing) the quality of Sattva (therefore) one 
should control (the operation of) the other two (viz., Rajas and Tamas) and (then) Sattva itself 
(in the shape of Sattvika virtues like truthfulness and compassion) by Sattva (in the form of 
quietism). (1) As a result of Sattva grown predominant appears in man the virtue bearing the 
label of Devotion to Me. Sattva develops through the use of Sattvika things and thence 
proceeds righteousness (in the form of Devotion). (2) Righteousness (in the form of 
Devotion), which contributes to the predominance of Sattva and which is (therefore) the 
superlative virtue, curbs (the element of) Rajas and Tamas; and, when both these are 
subdued, unrighteousness, which has its root in these latter, soon disappears as a matter 
of course. (3) Scripture, water, the people (environment), place (surroundings), time, 
occupation and birth, (the object of) contemplation, Mantra (spell) and purificatory rites— 
these ten are contributory to the growth of a particular Guna. (4) Of these (latter) whatever 
men of mature judgment speak approvingly of is unquestionably Sattvika; that which they 
condemn is Tamasika and that which is looked upon by them with indifference is Rajasika. (5) 
For the predominance of Sattva a man should make use of Sattvika things alone. Thence will 
proceed righteousness (in the form of Devotion) and thence (again) will follow (the light of) 
wisdom culminating in Self-Realization and the extinction of darkness (in the form of the two 
bodies and their ultimate cause, (viz., the three Gunas). (6) The fire produced by the attrition 
of bamboo stalks subsides after consuming that thicket (by its flames); so the body born of 
unevenness of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and behaving like the (said) fire, ceases 
to be. (7) 


SEF SAA 
facha cat: sraor fava, venta aenfa yaa en aa Hea waa ¢ | 
Uddhava submitted : Men generally know the pleasures of sense to be the source of 


calamities; how is it (then) that, like the dog, the donkey and the goat, they still (doggedly 
pursue and) enjoy them, O Krsna ? (8) 
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EUCIGCliCk 
aefeamais: sere aa wel sedis wi at adt deft ma: 1 
Tigre waa: Agea: alaceos: | ad: IA TOTES g7He: Aes GHA: 10 | 
aif oamaem: 9 amivafatratsa: | ecateatin arse, wairerrferatfea: 191 
Tareas aefa faa fafamet: ga: | sahadt Gal qa creeied aordt 1221 
surristaata «= wat Wardases: | aifafdoutt aerenres farerarat farare: 1231 
Waar ait srfest wf: aera: | adel TA ae HeTgIssaeaA BAT 1g | 
The glorious Lord replied : The perverted notion of "I" (with reference to the body etc.) 
duly springs up in the heart of the deluded soul; due to such notion Rajas, which is the root 
of sorrow, pervades the mind, even though the latter is born of Sattva. (9) In the mind, 
coloured with Rajas, of a man of perverted judgment springs up (first of all) the notion about 
an object being worth enjoying and (then) as to how it can be enjoyed. Next arises in him, 
as a result of his dwelling on the excellent aspects of that object, a passion for it which is 
indeed difficult to arrest. (10) Having no control over his senses and overpowered by desire, 
the man embarks upon actions attended with sorrow) though clearly perceiving them to be 
such, deluded as he is by the impetuosity of Rajas. (11) The man of discrimination, though 
his mind (too) is (sometimes) distracted (and even infatuated) by Rajas and Tamas, collects 
his mind again with effort, alive as he is to the evil inherent in the pleasures of sense, and 
does not get attached to them. (12) Having controlled the breath and secured steadiness of 
posture, and remaining alert and not feeling bored (in the event of success not coming within 
sight soon) one should slowly compose the mind, concentrating it on Me at the appointed 
time (thrice a day). (13) Withdrawing the mind from everything (else), it should be duly and 
directly established in Me; this much comprises the Yoga taught (by Me) to Brahma 
accompanied by My disciples, the sages Sanaka and others. (14) 


IEA TATA 
za a waa a ein aaa armmfeparag woftrenfe afeq igh! 


Uddhava submitted : | wish to know about that form in which and when you taught 
the Yoga to Sanaka and his three brothers, O Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord 


Siva)! (15) 
MATA TAT 
gat fervent mre: | ere: | Ure: fat Gant arreenrireat afer 128 | 


The glorious Lord replied : Sanaka and his brothers mind-born sons of Brahma (the 
creator), questioned their father (once) about the unfailing and highest consummation of 
Yoga, so difficult to understand. (16) 


AIC. HY: 
gia at wnsae a whiner ygaifafadtat: igo! 


Sanaka and others submitted : The mind clings to the sense-objects (by virtue of its 
natural affinity to them) and the latter get imprinted on the mind (in the form of latencies), O 
Lord! How canitbe possible for the seeker of Liberation, whois keen to reach the other shore, 
to part them one from the other ? (17) 
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MTT GAA 

we yet wea: 9 waaysfaees: | area: yest aac areft: 1ec1 
a oamfewae @a: saonfadtdariaend faster warm aariee 
qa Ui a sas Heat Tew gaa: Heal uy: al warfata 1201 
see | aS: «= Qperafrafira i acdtamg «tate «ater Dee! 
ae aerate: sa dea: | He Bea at fam apal Aw sre: 1221 
Vaay Yay BARA Bo aed: | al Varfafa a: welt areas waele: 1231 
Wea aaa aN eased: | rete A usafefa qeaeamerar 12x 
Tega at qos a sen: isa ae sad Usa waa: 1241 
jy | oatfeaferrastest «= quae ns famswar agy sud e126! 
TER Se: WW A Word gequa: | arat facet sta: arfaraa fafa: 1291 
afé  dgftertsamert «= quigfve: | af aa feet wear ToraTAMy 1221 
wegnad aemrerisdfardan | faa fafa canterat gt Rerrease 128 | 
meade: gat a frada ahef: i amet auag: aa arr aM i301 
TRANSAT Wa Tepe feet aaa Frag yet Nee aa! 

at srt afeaamettoisata yer waeraitdfe aaa 

ma We sed a owe: Berfeafaaithsae: 1221 

va fae Tord wae waren ata qe sta Perera: 1 

Aiea awmdaqaeeedtensrfaat wat aRaererarfery 133 | 


The glorious Lord continued : Thus interrogated, Brahma (the great god), the self-born 
creator of beings, could not get, in spite of his deep thought, at the root of the question 
(ignorance about the Self), his mind being taken up with his duty (of creation). (18) The said 
god fixed his mind on Me with intent to get to the other side (the hidden meaning) of the 
question. Then | sought his presence in the form of a swan (in order to hint at His capacity 
to alienate the sense-objects from the mind just as the swan is credited with the virtue of 
separating water from milk when mixed together). (19) Beholding Me and placing Brahma 
at their head, they (Sanaka and others) came up to Me and, bowing at My feet, asked Me 
as to who | was. (20) In these words was | interrogated on the said occasion by the sages, 
keen as they were to know the Truth. (Now) hear from Me, O Uddhava, what | spoke to them 
(in reply). (21) If there is unity of the substance known as the Self (and If your question relates 
to the Selfin Me), how can such a question on your part (as you have asked Me, calling upon 
Me to specify Myself out of many) be relevant, O Brahmana sages ! Or (even) if | (proceed 
to) speak (in reply), what (distinctive quality) can be My basis (for an answer) ? (22) (If, on 
the other hand, it relates to My body, even then) your question as:to who | am is indeed a 
(mere) drill in words and (hence) meaningless, the bodies of living creatures being identical 
(in substance), constituted (as they are) of the five elements, and (also) from the point of view 
of ultimate reality. (23) Whatever is grasped by the mind, expressed through speech and 
perceived through the faculty of vision, nay, even with the other senses is but Myself, there 
is nothing other than Me; know this as a result of enquiry into the truth. (24) (True,) the mind 
cleaves to the sense-objects and the latter getimprinted on the mind, O My sons! The sense- 
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objects and the mind both (however) constitute the body (i.e., an adjunct and not the 
essence) of the Jiva, which is essentially the same as | (so that there is no real affinity 
between the Jiva, on the one hand, and the sense-objects and the mind, on the other, which 
can therefore be easily transcended by the Jiva by contemplating on its divine essence, its 
identity with Brahma. (25) Becoming one with Me (and thus realizing its own true nature), the 
Jiva should (therefore) give up both—viz., the mind clinging to the sense-objects as a result 
of repeatedly enjoying them and the sense-objects that get imprinted on it (in the form of 
latencies). (26) Wakefulness, the dream state and deep slumber are the (three) states of the 
mind (and not of the Jiva), following from (the preponderance of) the (three) Gunas, (Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas respectively). The Jiva, however, is conclusively known to be distinct from 
them as being their witness. (27) Since this identification of the soul with Buddhi (which is 
responsible for its transmigration) attributes to it the functions of the (three) Gunas, therefore, 
getting established in Me, the transcendent Brahma (which lies beyond the three states of 
wakefulness etc.), the Jiva should shake off this identification. Thereafter follows the 
(mutual) divorce of the sense-objects and the mind. (28) Realizing the bondage of the soul— 
occasioned by self-identification with one's psycho-physical organism—to be the source of 
evil (in the shape of obscuring one's blissful nature), and feeling disgusted with it, one should 
get established in the fourth (transcendent) principle and give up identification with the body 
etc., (which is responsible for the transmigration of the soul) and the resultant thought of 
gratifying the self. (29) So long as the sense of reality of diverse objects does not disappear 
from the mind of man through arguments, the fool continues to sleep even though he is 
awake, just like the man whois waking ina dream. (30) (Objective entities like the body) other 
than the Self having no existence, the differences (of Varna, ASrama and so on) occasioned 
by them, the (various) destinies (such as the enjoyments of heaven, to be attained by men 
after death and described in the Vedas) and their causes (in the shape of good and evil 
actions of various kinds) are (all) unreal with the Self as things seen by a dreaming man. (31) 
He who while waking perceives outside himself through all his senses objects having 
properties changing every moment, (nay,) who experiences within his heartin a dream things 
(shaped by his Vasanas or cravings and) similar to those perceived in the waking state and 
who in deep slumber withdraws them (all) is one and the same, connected as he is with all 
the states by memory as their witness and as the controller of the senses. (32) Pondering 
thus and arriving at the following conclusion about the nature of the Self that the three states 
of the mind (referred to heretofore and) traceable to the (three) Gunas (or modes of Prakrti) 
are superimposed on Me (appearing as the Jiva) by My deluding potency (veiling My true 
nature), cut at the root of egotism, the basis of all doubts (as to whether the soul is different 
from the body etc., or one with it, whether it is one or there is a plurality of souls and so on) 
with the sword of wisdom whetted by reasoning, the precepts of saints and the Sruti texts, 
and betake yourselves to Me seated in your (very) heart. (33) 


gaa fawafae und faerd ge farpnfactenenaam | 
faarraneea fafa art wafer qorfeetgat faceu: 13%! 
qe aa: sited Aoaqenquil wdereaqual fie: | 
Aged &  adenaee ah Wars A Vad Bpfrafaaar 1341 
aa Tamaferaghed at feet a wsafe adtserrag weTT | 
aaretaqa «eaaenedd art ae oof afaemarr: 1361 
ast tac: ae ad aad ares siete wa are: | 
7 wunfescamiam ami gd watt sfaqgaq: 1301 
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One should look upon this (objective) worldas an illusion in thatit is a creation of the mind, 
open to perception and evanescent as a dream and most unsteady like a revolving firebrand. 
Consciousness, though one, appears as many (through a freak of imagination) and this 
threefold division (in the shape of the body, the Indriyas and the mind), wrought by the 
Projection of the (three) Gunas (or modes of Prakrti) is a (mere) illusory appearance. (34) 
(Therefore,) diverting one's eye (mind) from the body etc., (which are all superimposed on 
the Self), one should remain absorbed in the realization of one's own blissful nature. His thirst 
for enjoyment having ceased (once for all), he should keep quiet and effortless. Even if this 
body etc., is perceived (as a distinct reality) at times (while taking one's meals, answering 
the calls of nature and so on), what has been dismissed as unreal (other than the Self) can 
no longer delude us, although its impression on the mind may continue till death. (35) Nay, 
a man established in the Self no longer cognizes (even) his perishable body, by means of 
which he realized his self, as risen (from his seat), or settled (again), gone out (to some other 
place) or come (back) by chance, any more than a man blinded by intoxication caused by 
wine cognizes the garment worn by him as (still) on his person or fallen therefrom. (36) The 
body too, including the Indriyas and the vital principle, functioning as it does under the control 
of Providence, undoubtedly and invariably survives till the Karma (the stock of merit and sin) 
which broughtit into existence stands (has not been reaped). He (however) who has climbed 
up to the highest ladder of Yoga (concentration of mind) known by the name of Samadhi 
(absorption of mind into the Universal Spirit) and realized the truth does not recapture (as 
his own self or its own) the body alongwith the world (directly connected with it in the shape 
of one's wife, children, house and other material possessions) any more than the man who 
has awoke from sleep does his dream-body. (37) This is the secret of Sankhya (the branch 
of knowledge which distinguishes Matter from Spirit) and Yoga (the system of philosophy 
founded by the sage Patajijali), which has been expounded by Me, to you, O Brahmana 
sages ! Know Me to be Yajfia (Lord Visnu Himself) arrived (here) with intent to expound 
(unfold) to you (the secret of) Dharmas (the righteous courses leading to Liberation). (38) | 
am the supreme goal of Yoga and Sankhya, virtue both in its ideal and practical form, glory 
and prosperity, celebrity and self-control, O jewels among the twice-born ! (39) All virtues like 
even-mindedness and non-attachment, which are not products of the three Gunas (and 
therefore eternal) find shelter in Me, transcendent and free from desire as | am, the beloved 
friend, (nay,) the (very) Self (of all). (40) 


git 8 fewer Waa: area: | ese cen aap aera: 1x21 
oe afta: eee aga: ovata: i setae ea oom oeaa: avai: 1x21 
Sf AITas He cree Alea vitae: | 23) 
Having (duly) worshipped Me with supreme devotion, the sages Sanaka and his (three) 
brothers—who had their doubts (as to the way in which the mind could be weaned from the 
objects of sense) thus resolved by Me (in the form of the divine Swan)—celebrated Me 


through songs of praise. (41) Honoured with due ceremony and glorified at length by the 
aforesaid great sages, | flew back to My (divine) realm, Brahma (the highest functionary of 
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the universe) looking on. (42) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


PELE et Fs 
PIERS 


VA ATeMSeATA: 


Discourse XIV 


Glory of the Path of Devotion and the Process of Meditation described 
SEF SAT 
aeha en Saif seta mearfea: aati feemeomeraqaret warped! 2 | 
waded: wifea aparisatiaa: | fea ada: ag aa aenfaetr: 1 2 | 
Uddhava submitted : Exponents of Veda speak of many a course of discipline leading 
to final beatitude, O Krsna ! Does their improtance vary according to the choice of the striver 
or does prominence attach to (only) one (of them)? (1) The discipline of Devotion—by 


recourse to which the mind, having shaken off attachment for all (others), gets fixed on You— 
has been declared by You as independent of other disciplines, my Master ! (2) 


AMT TATA 
area ABT Sea Arvid aaeifrar ensset wAIUl Sint emit Tea Harare: 1 3 | 
aa oe a gre waa qdara aia yaredisged GH Aaa: | x | 
aa: = fageraapr «= taaaeet: | aan: ferret: afaenecarom: | 4 | 
faeo: fara arn wa: faqeare: | agaedai wpa | Ta araaanya: | 6 | 
afainf fea yar saree aampfa adet feat ara: aata fel | 
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qalectertfae: aarra: Barfiar: 1221 
The glorious Lord replied : In course of time this word (of Mine), bearing the name of 
Veda, in which stands described the course of conduct helping one to fix one's mind on Me, 
disappeared during Pralaya (the period of final dissolution). At the beginning of (the next) 
creation (however) it was delivered by Me to Brahma. (3) By Brahma, again, it was taught 
to his eldest son, (Swayambhuva) Manu; and the seven great seers associated with the 
creation of the universe, Bhrgu and others, received it from (Swayambhuva) Manu. (4) From 
them, the fathers (of creation), their progeny, the gods, the Danavas and the Guhyakas 


(Yaksas), human beings, Siddhas and Gandharvas, including Vidyadharas and Caranas as 
well as men’ of the other Dwipas (divisions of the terrestrial globe other than Jambudwipa), 


* Being proof against fatigue,sweat and foul smell, they are so akin to the gods that when seen they give rise to a doubt 
in the mind of the looker-on whether they are gods or earthly beings. Hence they are referred to in the above verse as ‘fae.’ 
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Kinnaras* Nagas,Raksasas, Kirnpurusast and others received it. Diverse are the natural 
tendencies of the aforementioned, born as they are of (varied proportions of) Rajas, Sattva 
and Tamas, due to which created beings and their thoughts (too) differ; and in conformity with 
their nature indeed diverse interpretations of the Vedas flow from (the mouths of) them 
all. (5—7) In this way what with diversity of disposition and what with the oral teaching 
imparted from father to son the minds of some men get perverted, while others embrace 
heretic views.(8) With their judgment clouded by My deluding potency, O jewel among men, 
people speak of different ways to attain blessedness according to their own past Karma and 
taste. (9) Some (viz., the advocates of Karma-Mimamsa) declare it to be Dharma (religious 
merit); others (the poets) call it renown; (still) others (such as Vatsyayana) name it as sexual 
enjoyment; some (the advocates of Yoga) designate it as truthfulness, control of the senses 
and mind-control. Others (such as politicians) speak of wealth and power as their well- 
known end (and the policies of conciliation etc., as the means to that end). Advocates of 
renunciation declare it as renunciation, while hedonists call it sensuous enjoyment. (10) 
Some call it Yajfia (worship of gods); while others speak of it as austerity, liberality, sacred 
vows, observances and the five forms of self-abnegation. The rewards of these are indeed 
such as have a beginning and an end, fruits as they are of (human) endeavour. They bring 
sorrow in their train, culminate in ignorance, afford trivial delight and are attended with grief 
(even while they are being enjoyed). (11) 


Traftae: ae fre ada: imerssmar ge and he: Bar Pawar 1 821 
afer aes ve BAaaa: Ina GENTS: wat: Wana fest: 1231 
a uae a nesfewd a ardatd a wafeem 
a 0 oa@mfadgeoda = ot eaitertein fg el 
a an & fram aneted age 1a a agdon a sifaren a aan war 1g 
fat af oat fet anes Re qaaerefeofe: ee) 
fest waqurdas: ae emisfaesitaacen: | 
arama guet aq aaa a fae: qa aA ies! 

How could that happiness fall to the lot of thase who have set their mind on sense- 
delights—the happiness which is enjoyed with Me as his self, O noble one, by him who has 
fixed his mind on Me and expects no gratification from any (other) source ? (12) All the (four) 
quarters are full of joy to him who has nothing to call his own, has (fully) subdued his senses 
and mind, (nay,) whose mind is equipoised (free from likes and dislikes) and fully gratified 
with Me. (13) He who has bestowed his mind on Me no more aspires for the position of 
Brahma (the highest functionary in the administration of the universe), much less for the 
realm of the great Indra (the ruler of paradise), still less for sovereignty over the entire globe, 
rulers hip of the subterranean worlds or mystic powers acquired through the practice of 
Yoga, nor does he seek (even) final beatitude (lit., cessation of rebirth for all time to come) 
divorced from Me.(14) Neither Brahma (My own son) nor Lord Siva (who is My own Self) nor 
again Lord Balarama (My own elder brother) nor Goddess Sri (My better half) nor My own 
(divine) personality is so very dear to Me as (a devotee like) you. (15) | ever dog the footsteps 
of him who is free from (all) expectation, is given to contemplation (on Me), composed, free 
from animosity and sees unity everywhere, in order that | may be cleansed (absolved from 


*The Kinnaras (f#fat <4) are so-called because they partially resemble human beings in their form or facial structures. 
+ The Kirnpurusas (f#faq yeu Fa) are another class of semi-human beings parlly resembling human beings and partly 
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the stigma of not being able to repay My debt to him) by the dust of his feet (that is sure to 
fall on My person in that case). (16) Others cannot realize My all-blissful character which is 
apprehended by those exalted souls who have nothing to call their own, whose mind is 
devoted to Me, who have subdued their passions and are fond of all living beings and whose 
understanding is unclouded by desires; (for) this character of Mine can be known only by 
those who are free from wants. (17) 


araamista ona faedkirafea: ora: smece wae fawdtaiferea 9c 
aenfa: qaqa: aaeteifa vera aon niger aferegaaifea gee: 1881 
a maa at ari a are at agai a eee aa akerhitfsiar 1201 
aamretenal ora: siganssen fa: aan) aie: Gata afagT soreRaG AAT 122 | 
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Though attracted by objects of senses, My devotee, who has not (yet) been able to 
conquer his senses, is not generally overpowered by (such) objects, thanks to his powerful 
devotion (to Me). (18) (Even) as fire which has fully burst into flames reduces a pile of 
firewood to ashes, so does devotion directed towards Me (whatever its origin) burns one's 
sins in toto, O Uddhava ! (19) Neither Yoga nor Sankhya nor righteousness nor study of the 
Vedas (or Japa of the Divine Name), austerity or renunciation captivates Me (so thoroughly) 
as does intense Devotion. (20) |, the beloved Self of the righteous, can be captured (only) 
through exclusive Devotion coupled with reverence. Devotion concentrated on Me absolves 
even the pariahs (who cook and eat the flesh of dogs) from the stigma attaching to their 
birth.(21) Piety accompanied by veracity and compassion or (even) learning coupled with 
askesis indeed does not thoroughly and once for all cleanse a mind destitute of Devotion.(22) 
How can Devotion be known except through the hair standing on end or through one's heart 
melting or through tears of joy (trickling down one's cheeks) and how can one's mind be 
purified except through Devotion ? (23) Aman full of devotion to Me—who speaks in a voice 
choked with emotion, whose heart melts (through affection), who weeps incessantly (at the 
thought of his separation from Me) and sometimes laughs (when reminded of the inwardness 
of My pastimes), (nay,) who sings unabashed at the top of his voice and dances (out of joy)— 
purifies the (whole) world. (24) (Even) as gold sheds its dross and regains its purity (only) 
when heated with fire, so does the soul shake off the seeds of Karma through the discipline 
of Devotion and forthwith attains oneness with Me. (25) The more one's mind gets purified 
by listening to and recounting My auspicious stories the better able is the Jiva to discern the 
subtle reality (of the Self), even as the eye is better able to perceive a minute object (the 
clearer it becomes) when treated with a (medicated) pigment. (26) 


fra osaraafad fag fama aera «= vata ferctterd 1201 
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ain atafeat ag aera ara strerart aa fafern arrettafieadrarraaa: 128 | 
a qa wad aan Segara: | atieagie ae dat ae aeafsaga: 1301 


The mind of a man dwelling on the objects of sense gets attached to them. (Even so) the 
mind of one (engaged in) contemplating on Me gets absorbed in Me alone. (27) (Therefore), 
giving up the thought of the unreal and worthless objects (of the world) as things seen ina 
dream or fancied, concentrate your mind-purified through devotion to Me—on Me (alone).(28) 
Abandoning from a distance the company of women as well as of men delighting in the 
company of women, and having conquered one's mind, one should sit down in a secure and 
lonely place and unweariedly think of Me. (29) In the case of such a man no such affliction 
and no such bondage results from attachment to others as does from the company of women 
as well as of men delighting in the company of women. (30) 


SEF SMT 
ae amie ae at aa eae or a apie ie 
Uddhava submitted : (Now) be pleased to tell Me, O Lord with lotus-like eyes, the 


process of meditation indicated in the foregoing verses—as to how, in what form and as what 
a seeker of Liberation should contemplate on You. (31) 


WA Se Sei: GAT VATS STR SMT ATaTAATT: 1321 
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The glorious Lord replied : Seated on a seat of moderate height (neither very high nor 
very low) with his body erect in a comfortable posture placing both his hands (with palm 
upwards) on his lap and steadying his gaze on the tip of his nose, and having fully controlled 
his senses, one should cleanse the passages of the life-breath by (the three processes of 
breath-control (viz., Puraka (slow inhalation) Kumbhaka (retention of breath) and Recaka 
(slow exhalation) and should slowly practise this course in the reverse order (i. e., by doing 
Recaka first, Kumbhaka next and Puraka last of all) too. (32-33) Manifesting in mind through 
the instrumentality of the life-breath the sound of Pranava (the sacred syllable OM), as 
extending uninterruptedly, fine as a fibre of the lotus stalk, (from the Muladhara located near 
the anus up to the crown of the head) one should then follow it with a sharp nasal sound 
continuous as the ringing of a bell. (34) In this way he should exercise his breath, joining it 


with Pranava, thrice a day ten times each; within a month he will have attained control over 
his breath.(35) Visualizing the heart—existing within the body in the shape of a lotus bud 
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turned upside down with its stalk upwards (like the flower of a plantain)—(in an inverted 
position) with eight open petals and pericarp turned upwards, he should picture to his mind 
in succession the sun, the moon and fire as existing (in the form of circles) on the pericarp; 
in the centre of fire he should mentally behold My form as depicted hereafter, (so) happy to 
contemplate upon. (36-37) He should conceive It as symmetrical, gracious, having a 
charming countenance, with four long beautiful arms, a most shapely and graceful neck, 
lovely cheeks and bright smiles; with brilliant alligator-shaped ear-rings adorning well- 
matched ears, clad in golden raiment, dark-brown as a cloud, bearing (on the right and left 
side respectively of the chest) the marks of Srivatsa (a white curl of hair) and Sri (a golden 
streak); decked with a conch, discus, mace and lotus and a wreath of sylvan flowers, feet 
shining with anklets, (nay,) distinguished by the effulgence of the Kaustubha gem, graced 
all over with a glorious diadem, wristlets, girdle and armlets; charming of every limb, pleasing 
to the heart, with a countenance and eyes enlivened with grace and very soft to the touch. 
And he should concentrate the mind on each limb (individually as well). (8—41) 


sheonitfetieat aaesspe aA: | gaan nfo eit: sora waa: 1s! 
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Withdrawing the senses from their objects with the help of the mind, and weaning the said 
mind (too) from all (other) objects with the help of the intellect, the driver (of the chariot of the 
body), a wise man should focus it on Me. (42) Gathering that mind which takes in the entire 
personality (of the Lord), he should (learn to) concentrate it on one member (alone). He 
should no more think of other limbs and should fix his thought (exclusively) on the (Lord's) 
face wearing a winsome smile. (43) Diverting the mind once it has gained its firm hold on My 
countenance, he should fix it on My all-pervading Self, (the substratum of all and unattached 
to all like the sky); and, transcending that too, and becoming one with Me (the Absolute), 
should cease to think of anything else (not even of the distinction between the subject and 
the object). (44) With his intellect thus established (in Me) he sees Me in himself and himself 
actually merged in Me, the Universal Soul, like (an individual) light in (the element of) fire.(45) 
The misconception regarding Matter (in the form of the body etc., being his own self), 
knowledge (in the form of ascribing knowership to the Self) and action (in the form of 
attributing activity to the Self) will soon disappear from the mind of the striver who 
concentrates his mind through most intense meditation as aforesaid. (46) 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahafhsa-Samnhita. 
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BY UBM SeaA: 


Discourse XV 
Names and Characteristics of the various Siddhis 


(mystic powers) acquired through Yoga 


SATA TATA 
ffs gee frase aif: ia eaaasa sofrsia faa: 121 


The glorious Lord began again : Siddhis (mystic powers of various kinds) wait upon 
the Yogi of steady mind who has subdued his senses and controlled his breath (according 
to the procedure detailed in verses 32 to 35 of the foregoing discourse) and concentrates his 
mind on Me. (1) 


SEA SAT 
wal aR chiftad wefan fataraa | cafe a fagat ale ahr faker war! 2 | 
Uddhava submitted : Kindly say through what mode of concentration which and what 


kind of Siddhi can be acquired and how many Siddhis (in all) are there, since You are the 
Bestower of (such) Siddhis on the Yogis, O immortal Lord ! (2) 


ATTA 
fagaisore Sher erorimarct: | araest wate atta Raa: 1 3 
afore nfest yee onfafttsa: i sree | qaepy | afnaoniifrar 1 x 
Toyeg! = afr | aeareecrerfa | ust 8 ferga: dhe orpratate war: 1 | 
afr = tafe | rae: «9 ae cae «| 
eeayeaMi Penis | aaragerdfatgrarataearnta: 101 
frenrereaneg Rfemrafiga | smarahgfaardiat  sfapsitsomra: 1c | 
wasted: = Sit arrancones: | Fa MUA aT eA AT aT MATA 1 e | 
qvqereae af amet oeaam: afore aire ag 1201 
Tear out gare vat aad Bienes Ya A yeH yeH 1221 
Teed fet garni af we aegencdat ani RATAATYATL 122 | 
ore vara wat aenftashaen efor oft writ wT: 1231 
near a: ya emery Aa see oR fase: 19%! 
fat aefiet fai anda arefeeia shaman RATATAT 1 84 | 
arma qftaret  areepeqerfeaa i wat wemaaa anit went aerate 1261 
frit waft nfs ere fre wai qa aa amitsacitat 1901 
acorn fri qe oxi afsioresgat afi ugfittedt at: ec! 
Ree MT mae aeagE | aalTeN Yara gat ara: sued 12¢1 


Dis. 15 } BOOK ELEVEN 581 


FOREIOROR ROR ROROIOIOHOR ROR TERCERA MOR ICTR ROR RORO EMER REE RE RORC HORE RE RE MORENO ROH ARCA A AN AOROTOICAC BORE RT AE SORE A AE IEMA RC RCAC RED 


varash dara apraf safe at aa caer eae fad oat Gates 1201 

wi onfa quae 8 aad aA aeRUnqMrad mae aa a Fa: IR! 

weal wa soe aq ae eo quia ade = Maaed Weare: 1221 

creer faa fag sea aa aaa! fous fecanfasta son argue: weetiad | 231 

unvaissiter We sol zetcnuaysiq i ama mere wal AtareqenTyy 12%! 

face Grats ae ae fauada! faaeatafasha erage: aefera: 1241 

aa BETS FSM Fal a A: YAR ala wel AAT qs aa TANTRA IRI 

at a uganca gradi: gan adiaa fata wer aT aM AA IW! 

Tae Ysa aie aonfae ae sateat afaserpqugfen 12c1 

areanfehe ota paid aq: aenenafare «6 arearageh aT 1281 

nigh «— sttacarafayfea: | easraczen: «= ataueTfta: 1301 
The glorious Lord replied : Eighteen (in all) are the Siddhis as well as the modes of 
concentration (leading to them) taught by those that have attained perfection in Yoga (the 
minor ones, suchas insight into the past, present and future, being easily attainable by others 
too). Of the former, eight abide chiefly in Me (and in a lesser degree in those that have 
attained similarity of form with Me), (the other) ten being attainable through (mere development 
of) Sattvaguna. (3) 1-Anima (reducing one's body to the size of an atom), 2-Mahima 
(magnifying it to a gigantic size) and 3-Laghima (extreme lightness of body)—these three 
pertain to the body; 4-Prapti consists in establishing contact with the senses of the entire 
creation in form of the deities presiding over those senses. 5-Prakamya means the capacity 
to enjoy pleasures heard of (through the scriptures as enjoyable in the other world alone) and 
capable of being seen (though enjoyed only in the subterranean regions); while 6-Isita 
consists in the capacity to impel Maya and other subordinate potencies to function (according 
to one's will). (4) 7-Vasita means absence of attachment to the pleasures of sense; while the 
eighth Siddhi is Kamavasayita (according to which one is able to enjoy in the highest 
measure whatever pleasure one seeks to enjoy). These eight Siddhis, O gentle one, are 
considered as natural to Me (and unsurpassed). (5) The other ten Siddhis are:—1-absence 
of hunger and thirst, old age etc., in this (very) body, 2 & 3-the capacity to see and hear from 
an unusual distance; 4-locomotion at a speed which can be increased according to one's will; 
5-taking any form at will; 6-(leaving one's own body and) entering any other (untenanted) 
body; 7-giving up the ghost at will; 8-participation in the pastimes of gods (with the Apsaras 
or celestial nymphs); 9-attainment of one's desired ends; and 10-exercising authority 
unobstructed everywhere. (6-7) The minor Siddhis (hinted at in verse 3 above) are:—to know 
things relating to the past, present and future; to remain unaffected by pairs of opposites (like 
heat and cold, joy and sorrow, likes and dislikes, etc.); to read others’ mind etc; to neutralize 
the power of fire, the sun, water and poison etc., and to suffer no defeat (at the hands of 
anyone whatsoever). (8) These are the Siddhis following from Yogic concentration, typically 
mentioned by Me. (Now) hear from Me what Siddhi can be acquired through which mode of 
concentration and how. (9) He who focusses his mind, identified with the subtle elements, 
on Me as ensouling the subtle elements and worships (Me in) that form alone acquires My 
power of assuming an atomic size (and thereby attaining the capacity to enter even a slab 
of stone). (10) (Even so) concentrating his mind, identified with Mahat-tattva (the principle 
of cosmic intelligence), on Me, the Supreme ensouling the (said) Mahat-tattva, he acquires 
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the capacity to assume any magnitude (sought for by him); and, focussing his mind on Me 
as ensouling any of the (five gross) elements individually, he attains the magnitude (all- 
pervasive character) of that particular element. (11) (Similarly) concentrating his mind on Me 
as ensouling the atoms of the (four) elements (other than ether), a Yogi attains (extreme) 
lightness (of body), viz., the capacity to become as subtle as the subtlest division of time. (12) 
(Likewise) focussing his entire mind on Me as ensouling the (cosmic) Ego, born of 
Sattvaguna, the Yogi who has given his mind to Me attains the (Siddhi of) Prapti in the shape 
of control over the senses of all. (13) He who concentrates his mind on Me as ensouling the 
(SUtra, the active aspect of) Mahat-tattva attains (the Siddhi known as) Prakamya (easy 
access to all sorts of enjoyments of one's seeking), the highest Siddhi possessed by Me as 
presiding over the Sutra, which is born of the Unmanifest. (14) He who focusses his mind on 
(Me as) the all-pervading Witness, the Ruler of Maya (consisting of the three Gunas), attains 
(the Siddhi known as) Isitva, viz., control over all bodies and conscious selves. (15) The Yogi 
who concentrates his mind on Me as Lord Narayana, spoken of as the fourth or transcendent 
principle* (existing beyond the three states of 1. Virat or the Cosmic Person, presiding over 
the physical plane, 2. Hiranyagarbha, presiding over the astral plane, and 3. the Causal 
Principle, presiding over the causal plane) and called by the name of Bhagavan (embodying 
in Himself the six divine properties of universal dominion, righteousness, glory, prosperity, 
wisdom and dispassion each in its entirety) acquires My virtues and attains (the Siddhi or) 
Vasita (non-attachment to all material objects). (16) Focussing his pure mind (cleansed 
through Pranayama etc.), on Me as the transcendent Brahma, one attains supreme bliss 
(which is only another name for the Siddhi called Kamavasayita), in which all desire ceases 
(for good).(17) Concentrating his mind on Me as Lord Aniruddha (the Lord of Swetadwipa), 
who is (absolutely) pure (untainted by the three Gunas) and the embodiment of ( or Propeller 
of) virtue, man attains (absolute) purity (in the form of no longer being subject to the three 
Gunas or modes of Prakrti) and is rid of the six waves or changes (viz., hunger and thirst, 
old age and death, grief and infatuation). (18) Mentally perceiving the (unexpressed) sound 
in Me as conceived in the form of the cosmic breath, taintless and all pervading like the sky, 
the said Jivais able to hear (from a distance) the (diverse) sounds of living beings manifested 
therein.(19) Uniting the eye with the sun and the sun too with the eye, and contemplating on 
Me in the aforesaid (mutual) union (of the two), man is gifted with a penetrating vision and 
is (consequently) able to perceive the (whole) universe. (20) By virtue of the concentration 
(of mind) practised after uniting with Me the mind and thereafter the body (too) alongwith the 
breath (accompanying the body), (one attains the Siddhi called Manojava, as a result of 
which) the body surely finds itself wherever the mind goes. (21) The Yogi gets converted into 
the very form, sought for by his mind, that he would assume making the mind his material 
(for that form), the force of concentration of the mind on Me (whose potency is inconceivable 
and who appear in numerous forms) being the ground of all Siddhis. (22) Seeking to enter 
another (soulless) body, the Yogi who has controlled his breath as well as his Indriyas and 
mind should conceive himself as present in that body. (As a result of such contemplation) 
his vital air (the chief constituent of his astral body, which makes for his Jivahood) leaves his 
(own) body and becoming one with the cosmic air, enters (alongwith it) the other (through 
its nostrils) as a black bee passes from one flower to another. (23) Having blocked his rectum 
with his heel and pushed up the vital air (successfully to his heart, chest, throat and crown 
of head, and (mentally) forcing it upwards through the (aperture known as) Brahmarandhra 


* The scripture detines the Turiya or fourth principle as below :— 


froada ari Aepe: | Seed ateafaels qed seve fag: 1 
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to Brahma (or any other destination sought to be reached by him), the Yogi should shed the 
body (whenever he likes). (24) Seeking to sport in the sport ground of the gods (in heaven), 
one should contemplate on Sattva (unmixed with Rajas and Tamas and) constituting My 
personality, (As a sequel to this contemplation) Apsaras (celestial damsels), representing 
(so many) rays of Sattva, wait on him with aerial cars (ready to take him bodily to heaven).(25) 
Devoted to Me and focussing his mind on Me, true of resolve as | am, man duly attains that 
(very) object which he seeks with his intellect whenever and in whatever way he wants it. (26) 
The command of a man who has acquired My disposition is not flouted anywhere any more 
than Mine, the Ruler of all and (absolutely) self-dependent as | am. (27) (Direct) knowledge 
of the past, present and future, coupled with (that of) birth and death (etc., as well as of 
others' mind etc.), comes to that Yogi whose mind has been purified through devotion to 
Me and who knows how to concentrate his mind (on Me, the Knower of the past, present 
and future). (28) Seasoned by Yoga (in the form of concentration on My Personality, which 
is incapable of being damaged even slightly by fire etc.) the body of a sage whose mind 
has found its repose in concentration on Me cannot (likewise be damaged by fire and other 
elements, which cannot harm him any more than water can prove harmful to aquatic 
creatures. (29) Contemplating on My glorious manifestations (Avataras) graced with (the 
marks of) Srivatsa (etc.), and decked with My weapons (viz., conch etc.), and distinguished 
by anensign, umbrella and chowrie (etc.); the aforesaid sage turns out to be invincible.(30) 


see aT area qa: i ferga: §— yetenfray  safaprereraa: 138 | 

fae are fraser aA: | agro area: ar ar fae: ages 1321 

SARI, sea as SPT aT EAR TTA: 1331 

aaiaferaunarataditte faga: | atanifa a: gat arate aan 13% 

watarafa fad @q: ofa 94:1 ot are aera ater wararfeam 1341 

Beas a@isatga: adefeami ae yaa yag aferd: wa aaa) 
ofa sieerraa FEE GRAeeH Aiea TTS: 1241 


The aforesaid Siddhis in their entirety wait upon the sage who worships Me through Yogic 
concentration as detailed in the foregoing verses. (31) Whatis that (there is no) Siddhi which 
is very difficult to attain for the sage who, having conquered his senses, tamed his mind, and 
controlled his breath and body, practises concentration on Me ? (32) The wise (however) 
speak of these as obstacles in the path of the man whois practising the highest (form of) Yoga 
(such as JAanayoga or Bhaktiyoga) in that they cause delay in his getting united with Me (his 
true goal). (33) One attains here through concentration (as aforesaid on Me) all those Siddhis 
that follow from birth, (the use of) drugs, austerity and (the utterance of) spells.* One cannot 
(however) obtain the supreme reward (in the shape of residence in the divine realm of the 
Lord etc.), of Yoga (concentration on Me) by recourse to other means. (34) | am the Source 
(Bestower), | am the Custodian and Controller of all Siddhis, as well as of Yoga (union with 
God in the shape of final beatitude), Sankhya (Knowledge leading to such union), Dharma 
(piety as taught by the exponents of Veda), nay, of the teachers of Veda (themselves). (35) 
| am the Self of all embodied souls, being their Innér Controller as well as enclosing them 
(from without) though unenclosed Myself, (even) as the (gross) elements both permeate and 


* Cf. the following aphorism from the Yoga-Sutras of Patafjali:— 


sintered aan: Fass: | 
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enclose the bodies of living beings. (36) 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


“ oat. 
PII rr 


SIA Weanseara: 


Discourse XVI 


Glorious manifestations of the Lord enumerated 
SEF SATA 
a wa WH Matera ede wari amir: | 2 | 
saTaay, yaq 0 afaeepareafy: | sorad al waa, areata AAT: | 2 | 
ay ay a wag ween at ada: | sod: sued diate aq aga 4131 
esha yan Yat | Yau: | a ai oRaha yar osed oifeat Fx | 
ao: wig yat fee a carat fag fea verfaye | 
7 Terenas anf a dteuerefimers 4 | 
Uddhava submitted : You are actually the supreme Brahma, having no beginning or 
end, and unobscured (by Maya). You are responsible for the protection, subsistence, 
destruction and birth of all existences. (1) The knowers of the (real) import of the Vedas 
(alone) worship You, O Lord, in Your reality as abiding in (all) created beings, high and (low 
as their Cause), though You cannot be easily known (perceived) by those that have not been 
able to purify their mind. (2) (Therefore, pray.) point out to me those particular entities (by) 
contemplating on You through which with devotion men of supreme wisdom (are able to) 
attain highest perfection (in the form of true devotion or saving wisdom). (3) The Inner 
Controller of beings, You remain hidden from their view. O Life-giver of (all) created beings ! 
Deluded by You, living beings are unable to perceive You, even though You behold them 
(all). (4) Mention to me all those powerful manifestations of Yours, invested by You with Your 


own divine glory, that may be existing on earth, in the quarters, in heaven or in the 
subterranean region, O Lord of infinite prowess ! | bow to Your lotus-feet, which are the abode 


of (all) sanctuaries, (5) 
APTANA 
wataeé =oUB: ose osafael atiage fared aude ala 
wet wirad neler usaetdari ad fant ee adisatafa cif: 1 © | 
a aa Gere gan A sfaetfia: same wad ae a wei ci 
aeneigariat oo yarat yada: até wafer yor aut fereqeara: 1 ¢ | 
ae outed ae: Hea Toa are are Oferta AM: 1201 
qr ya Fea MeeM Gano sitet Glare Fa: 1281 
fewanat aarti wart sorafaga! sermons = varrapcarret 122 | 
saise weearmt agarafs gorares anfzearamé fawy earn steenfea: 1231 
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merit pe | uniforms ag: | Saft arise efaatafis aq ie! 
freer alas: quuifsé uafaomi saad aitsé fargorererreiar 1241 
at faeqga fami eerqtam at aantediat eet aareramt ea 
tad wa meet sect syR aaa gaat qa wae a yUfrT igo 
Svar = anqarafea SA aa: Saaat ore atone avai: 1921 
Asurrrmisé wre: edie arson af autat wanitsaa eet 
waist aivat ag wae: are argemt aq faqE qe 201 


The glorious Lord replied : In a like manner | was put this very question by Arjuna while 
just going to fight with his enemies at (the battle-field of) Kuruksetra, O chief of those 
possessing insight into the meaning of questions ! (6) Feeling like the common man that 
"lam the slayer and the other one is slain (by me)", and believing that slaying one's kinsfolk 
for the sake of kingdom is reproachful and unrighteous, he ceased from that act (at the 
beginning). (7) Disillusioned by My reasoning, that tiger among men then interrogated Me 
at the van of fight in the same way as you have done. (8) | am the Self, the Befriender and 
the Ruler of all these created beings, O Uddhava ! (in fact,) | am all the beings as well as 
responsible for their birth, life and death. (9) | am the motion of the mobile and Kala (the Time- 
Spirit) among those that bring others under their control. | am the state of equilibrium (in the 
shape of Prakrti) of the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and the property natural to a thing 
with attributes. (10) | am the Sutra (the active aspect of Mahat-tattva, the very first evolute 
of Prakrti) among the products constituted of the three Gunas; (nay,) | am Mahat-tattva (the 
principle of cosmic intelligence) among big things. Of subtle principles | am the Jiva (the 
embodied soul); and of those that are difficult to conquer | am the mind. (11) Of the Vedas 
| am their teacher, Brahma (who taught them for the first time to his mind-born sons); of 
Mantras (sacred texts) | am Pranava (the sacred syllable OM), consisting of three members 
(A,U,M). Of the letter-sounds | am the sound represented by the letter‘ 27'(A); of metres |am 
the metre Gayatri (consisting of three feet). (12) Of all the gods | am Indra (their chief); of the 
(eight) Vasus (a particular class of gods) | am the god of fire (who carries oblations to the 
gods). Of the (twelve) sons of Aditi] am Visnu (known by the name of Upendra, the youngest, 
who appeared in the court of the demon king Bali as a dwarf and robbed him of his dominion 
extending over the three worlds); of the (eleven) Rudras, | am Nila-Lohita (Lord Siva). (13) 
Of the nine Brahmana sages (born of Brahma's mind) | am Bhrgu (the foremost of them); of 
the royal sages | am (Swayambhuva) Manu. Of the celestial sages | am Narada; of cows | 
am Kamadhenu (lit., the storehouse of milk and its products used as oblations for the gods). (14) 
Of the lords of Siddhas | am Lord Kapila; of birds | am Garuda (the king of birds, the carrier 
of Lord Visnu). Of Prajapatis (the gods presiding over creation) | am Daksa (the foremost of 
them); of the manes | am Aryama (their head). (15) Of Daityas (the sons of Diti) know Me to 
be Prahrada, the ruler of the demons. Of the stars and annual plants know Me to be (their 
ruler,) the moon-god; of Yaksas and Raksasas know Me to be (their chief) Kubera (the lord 
of treasures), O Uddhava! (16) Of the lords of elephants know Me to be Airavata (the carrier 
of Indra); of aquatic creatures know Me to be their lord, Varuna (the god presiding over the 
waters). Of those emitting heat and light know Me to be the sun; and know Me to be the king 
among men. (17) | am Uccaihsrava among horses; of metals | am gold. Of those that 
punish, | am Yama (the god of retribution); and of serpents | am Vasuki (the chief of 
serpents). (18) Of the rulers of snakes | am Lord Ananta (the serpent-god); of all animals 
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having horns or large teeth | am the lion (the king of beasts). Of the (four) stages of life | am 
Samnyasa (the fourth and the last); of the (four) grades of society | am the (very) first (viz., 
the Brahmana class), O sinless Uddhava ! (19) Of (all) holy steams | am the (holy) Ganga; 
(while) of (all) stationary waters | am the ocean. Of weapons | am the bow; of the wielders 
of bow | am Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the three cities). (20) 


fewarmead tetera feaea: | areriamaer = streams aa: 1221 
qteat afasisé afar gemfa: | a@eRisé adearareal amar: 1221 
amt |= wereagsé = aaTarafafeean ararcenhgarnean aelarmerd ata: 1221 
areata ceaishea fafsritean. | sredifarat ater faerea: warferarfeary 2% | 
aio gq Wereue Gat yet aq: ano aii a Hat ware 1241 
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yfaet arr smal vaifaré wer. fae: yediserh wi: Ud qa: WAL I301 
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at a crenadt were fen afa: | ae ad aa ad Baerga x31 
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| am Mount Meru (the abode of Brahma) among (all) abodes: of (all) spots difficult of 
access | am the Himalaya. Of trees | am the Aswattha (the holy fig-tree); of annual plants | 
am barley. (21) Of family priests | am the sage Vasistha (the priest of the ancient solar 
dynasty of kings); of those devoted to the spirit of the Vedas | am the sage Brhaspati (the 
preceptor of the gods). Of (all) leaders of armies | am Skanda (the generalissimo of the gods); 


of those that lead men on the right path | am the glorious Brahma (the birthless one). (22) 
Of (all) sacrificial performances | am Brahmayajfia (the daily recitation of the Vedas); of (all) 
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sacred vows | am (the vow of) harmlessness. Of purifying agencies, again, | am the purifying 
agency (par excellence) in the shape of the air, fire, the sun, water and the word (of a 
Brahmana who is the only man qualified to judge and pronounce the purity or otherwise of 
a substance or living being).(23) Of all the limbs of Yoga (self-discipline) |am Samadhi (total 
absorption of the mind into the Spirit); !am political wisdom in those thatiseek victory. Of (all) 
scientific courses of correct understanding | am the science by which the distinction between 
Matter and Spirit is known; | am the (unending) doubt of those debating on the theory of 
Perception. (24) Of the fair sex | am Satarupa (the wife of Swayambhuva Manu and the first 
female offspring of Brahma); of menlam Swayambhuva Manu (the first human male creation 
of Brahma). Of ascetics | am the sage Narayana; and of celibates, Sanatkumara. (25) Of (all) 
virtues | am the vow of causing no fear to anyone; of all factors conducive to fearlessness 
| am thought withdrawn from without (and directed towards one's own self). Of (all) means 
of maintaining secrecy | am kind speech and silence (both of which help a man to conceal 
what exists in his mind); of pairs, again, | am Brahma (the birthless one, who assumed two 
forms, the first part becoming a man and the other a woman).* (26) Of those that (ever) keep 
awake (without even winking) | am the (ever-revolving wheel of) time (represented by a 
twelvemonth); of the (six) seasons (constituting a year) | am (the two months of) Caitra and 
Vaisakha (constituting the vernal season). Of the (twelve) months (of a year) |am (the month 
of) Margasirsa; and of the (twenty-seven) lunar mansions | am Abhijit.+(27) Of the (four) 
Yugas or aeons) | am the Krta (Satyayuga) and of the self-controlled | am the sages Asita 
and Devala. Of the compillers and arrangers of the Vedas | am the sage (Krsna) Dwaipayana; 
of more of wisdom | am the self-possessed Sukracarya (the preceptor of the demon 
kings).(28) Of divine personages+! am Lord Vasudeva (the first and foremost of the four 
Vyuhas or manifestations of the Godhead, the Deity presiding over the intellect or Citta); and 
of the votaries of the Lord | am you (Uddhava). Of Kimpurusas (a species of semi-divine 
beings resembling a monkey in shape) | am Hanuman (the monkey-god); of Vidyadharas 
(heavenly artistes) | am Sudarganas (29) Of precious stones | am the ruby; of lovely objects 
!am a lotus bud. Of the (many) varieties of Darbha grass (such as Kuga and Durva) | am (the 
variety known by the name of) Kuéa; of offerings thrown into the sacred fire lam cow's ghee. (30) 
Of those engaged in any business (and seeking to amass wealth) | am the wealth; in those 
engaged in practising trickery | am gambling. | am the endurance in those practising 
endurance; | am the courage of the courageous. (31) | am the organic strength as well as 
the strength of mind of the strong; (and) know that!am the action (done by way of an offering 
to Me) of the devotees of the Lord. Of the nine forms (viz., Vasudeva, Sankarsna, 
Pradyumna, Aniruddha, Narayana, Hayagriva, Varaha, Nrsirnha, and Vamana) worshipped 
by the Satvatas (followers of the Paficaratra Agama) | am the first and the highest (of them, 
viz., Vasudeva). (32) | am Vigwavasu of the Gandharvas (celestial songsters) and Purvacitti 


_—_ SsSSSSSSSSSSSsss 


* Vide Ill xii, 52-53. The Sruti says:—Het & Al Ua SAT Berita | 
+ Abhijit represents the last quarter of the asterism Uttarasadha and one-fifteenth of the constellation Sravana Says the 


Sruti:— 
afufsars qearyiercrrermesarssra: | 
+ A Bhagavan or divine personage is defined as below:— 
serra werd aa yaramia afr | aha faerafaent aa Set mente 
He (alone) should be recognized as a divine being, who possesses knowledge relating to the creation and destruction 
of life. the life and death of individual beings and of knowledge and nescience.” 
4 A reference to this Sudarsana has already been made in X. xxxiv, 12—18 
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of the Apsaras (celestial nymphs). | am the firmness of mountains (and) the (pure) odour 
(characteristic) of the earth. (33) | am the sweet taste (characteristic) of water; of the most 
glorious | am (the god of) fire. | am the brilliant light in the sun, the moon and the stars; |am 
sound, the distinguishing property of ether. (34) | am Bali among those devoted to the 
Brahmanas; of the valiant, | am Arjuna. | am the genesis, existence and final dissolution of 
created beings. (35) | am (the functions of) locomotion, speech, defecation, grasping and 
enjoyment (of the organs of action) and touching, seeing, tasting, hearing and smelling (of 
the senses of perception), as well as the faculty (of perceiving the sense-objects) inhering 
in all the senses of perception. (36) | am (the seven categories which are both of the nature 
of cause and effect, viz., the subtle elements of) earth, the air, ether, water, fire; the (cosmic) 
Ego and Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence); (sixteen categories which are) 
modifications (alone, viz., the five gross elements and the eleven Indriyas), the soul (which 
is neither a cause nor an effect), the Unmanifest (primordial Matter*, which is a cause alone), 
(the three modes of Prakrti, viz.,) Rajas, Sattva and Tamas as well as Brahma (the Absolute). 
(37) (Nay,) | am the numbering of these categories, their (distinguishing) knowledge (by 
means of their characteristics) and the (resultant) Realization of Truth. Nothing exists 
anywhere apart from Me, who am God as well as Jiva (the individual soul), the (three) Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti) as well as the categories made up of the (three) Gunas (viz., the Mahat- 
tattva and so on), (nay,) who am the Inner Controller of all as well as all. (88) The reckoning 
of atoms can be done by Me in course of time, but not so of My glorious manifestations (which 
are endless) as | evoive universes in tens of millions. (39) Wherever there is glory, affluence, 
renown, authority, modesty, liberality, elegance, good luck, valour, endurance and knowl- 
edge of Truth, that is (indeed) My part manifestation. (40) These are all My glorious 
manifestations made known to you in brief. They are (however) mere caprices of the mind 
(and not real); they are like something merely expressed in words. (41) (Therefore,) restrain 
(your) speech, curb (your) mind, control (your) breath, tame (your) senses and conquer your _ 
intellect with your (Sattvika) intellect and you will no longer be liable to return to the path of * 
transmigration. (42) The sacred vows, austerities and liberality of the Yogi who does not duly 
subdue his speech and mind with his reason leak out (unnoticed) as water from an unbaked 
jar. (43) Therefore, keeping his eyes fixed on Me as his goal, a man should control his mind, 
speech and breath by means of his intellect full of devotion to Me; thereby he will have 
reached the end of his journey. (44) 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahmsa-Samhita. 


set ocak Fit fy 
LODE EIEIO 


*Cf. Sankhya-Karika of iswara Krsna, which says:— 


apicdearn: watatanaa: 4H | deer frat a wafetfaaia: get: 
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BA AeA Seaa: 


Discourse XVII 


The duties pertaining to the four Varnas and four ASramas 
SEF ST 
aaafaer: yd oteaaieoan: aniseed adat fee e | 
aap af oafefot wai seduce ad waren i 2 | 
qa fee neat a amb satian geet aaisme weal 3 | 
a ogee oqaen | areata a oral ufaa aeiet seated: | x | 
ae ardifaat are enharga a yfa aurarata afisal aa after: amen 1 4 | 
aalfaa See A ae Rage a Mla ea faa aw: yaesf i 6 | 
aa oF: weds ofeaeieoem: ae ae fata an ava a yt © | 
Uddhava submitted : The righteous course expressive of and engendering devotion to 
You and open to those observing the rules of conduct laid down for the (four) Varnas (grades 
of society) and Asramas, nay, to all human beings was taught by You in the foregoing Kalpa 
(cycle). (1) (Now) be pleased to tell me in detail, O lotus-eyed One, how Devotion is 
engendered (in man) through one's own (allotted) duty being (duly) followed. (2) The 
supreme and blissful course of conduct, O Lord of mighty arms, which You taught, it is said, 
to Brahma in the former days in the form of the divine Swan mentioned before (in Discourse 
XIIl), O Lord of Laksmi ! has now disappeared after a very long time, O Chastiser of foes ! 
and will not ordinarily survive on this mortal plane, even though it was taught (by You) long 
ago. (3-4) Other than You, O immortal Lord, there is none to teach, institute or defend this 
righteous course on earth, (nay) not even in Brahma's court, where (all) sciences (in the form 
of the Vedas etc.) are in attendance in a personal form. (5) When the terrestrial soil is 
deserted, O Slayer of the demon Madhu ! by You—who institute, maintain and teach this 
righteous course—O Lord ! who will expound this extinct Dharma ? (6) Therefore, O Knower 
of (the secret of) all righteous courses, (pray,) tell me, O Lord, how and on whom among us 
the Dharma engendering Devotion to You has been enjoined. (7) 


SR FAA 
sa Bye Ye: a wa aft: iste: aa wala sale waar! ¢ | 


Sri Suka continued : Thus interrogated by Uddhava (the foremost of His servants), the 
celebrated Lord Sri Hari (Sri Krsna) felt (much) delighted and taught (as follows) for the 
welfare of mortals the courses of conduct which are binding for all times. (8) 


ATTA TAT 
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areal Bag awit yo sa sla Ba: | HAM: MAT He Te FTTH fag: 1201 
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The glorious Lord began again: This question of yours is full of righteousness in that 
it leads to Devotion (which is conducive to the highest good of men). (Now) hear from Me 
(something) about the righteous course followed by those observing the rules prescribed for 
the (four) Varnas (grades of society) and Asramas (stages in life). (9) In the (very) first Satya 
Yuga (of the present Kalpa) the caste of men was (only one and) known by the name of 
Harnsa. People had their object (of life) accomplished by virtue of their (very) birth; hence 
they understood it by the name of Krtayuga (the aeon of blessedness). (10) In the beginning 
Pranava (the mystic syllable OM) alone formed (the text of) the Veda; while | (alone as 
existing in their thought) constituted their piety appearing in the form of a bull (standing on 
all its four feet). Firm in askesis (in the shape of one-pointedness* of mind and senses) and 
free from sin they contemplated on Me, the immaculate Lord. (11) At the beginning of (the 
next Yuga known by the name of) Treta (after the expiry of Krtayuga), O highly blessed 
Uddhava, was revealed from My heart through My respiration the threefold Veda (knowledge 
cosisting of three limbs in the shape of Rk, Sama and Yajus); (and) from the latter appeared 
| as (the institution of) sacrificet with its triple functions (of a Hota, Adhwaryu and 
Udgata).(12) (Again) from Brahma (born of the Cosmic Person) appeared the (four grades 
of society under the names of) Brahmanas, the Ksatriyas, the Vaisyas and the Sudras, 
evolved (respectively) from His mouth, arms, thighs and feet and distinguished by their own 
(respective) conduct. (13) The householder's order appeared from My hips and loins; the 
order of (lifelong) celibates, from My heart; forest-life (the order of anchorites) from My chest 
(below the heart); while the order of recluses (Samnyasa) was located in (sprang from the) 
crown of My head. (14) The nature of men belonging to the (different) Varnas and Asramas 
developed according to the character of their place of origin (the limb of the cosmic body from 
which they sprang up)—low in the case of those of a low origin and lofty in the case of those 
sprung of high origin. (15) Control of mind and the senses, meditation, (external as well as 
internal) purity, contentment, forgiveness, straightforwardness, devotion to Me, compassion 
and truthfulness—these are the natural traits of a Brahmana.(16) Majesty, strength, 
fortitude, valour, forbearance, liberality, industry, firmness, devotion to the Brahmanas and 
rulership—these are the (distinguishing) traits of a Ksatriya. (17) Faith (in the scriptures as 
well as in the words of one's preceptor), firm adherence to liberality, sincerity (absence of 
hypocrisy) service to the Brahmanas and remaining dissatisfied with hoards of money— 
these are the inborn characteristics of a Vaisya. (18) Sincere (guileless) service to the 
Brahmana, the cow and the gods too and contentment with whatever is obtained through 
such service—these are the inborn characteristics of a Sudra. (19) Impurity, mendacity, thieving, 


*aaadteami a tara Has 
+ The Sruti says *-' 4a 4 fay: |" 
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want of faith, quarrelling without cause, concupiscence, anger and cupidity are the inborn 
characteristics of the casteless.(20) Non-violence, truthfulness, abstaining from theft, 
freedom from lust, anger and greed and doing what is pleasing and good to living beings— 
this constitutes the sacred duty of all the Varnas (grades of society). (21) 
fafa srerqyeateraioret = fas: | ae Tepe ae wensitetta aaa: 1221 
traenfsreaus ase a US, | Sfetisataegraiscmais: aa ZI 1231 
arasry adr ao araa:ia freed qeitaerarafa ex! 
Ta wrafetend «mee: © en sraatifsarey aargraadt AI 1241 
ararptariifasmtaqayegta: laurfed sordid wea a aaary WO 126 | 
area at fastiamraneta afffei a negara «adda «TR: 1201 
aa ooeearia fei a de cerreeaaquaaita Waa: 1221 
ara area adtardta tera arrerearerertatfag? Barats: 1221 
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Having undergone in due course (viz., after the purificatory rites relating to birth etc., have 
been gone through) a second birth in the shape of investiture with the sacred thread, and 
dwelling in the house of a preceptor with his senses (duly) controlled, the twice-born (male 
child) should (learn to) recite the Vedas (with due intonation) and reflect on their meaning 
(with the help of the guru) when called upon (to do so). (22) A Brahmacari (religious student) 
should wear a girdle (of Mufja grass) and deerskin (round his loins), a string of Rudraksa 
beads (about his neck) and the sacred thread (baldric-wise across his left shoulder), should 
carry a staff (of the Palasa tree) and a water-pot (made of the shell of a wild cocoanut or 
gourd) and a bunch of Kusa grass (in the palm of his hand) and grow matted locks (for want 
of proper care). He should never scrub his teeth (with a brush etc.) nor apply soap etc., to 
his clothes and should never use a coloured seat. (23) He should remain silent while bathing, 
taking his meals, pouring oblations into the sacred fire, doing Japa (muttering a prayer) and 
answering the calls of nature. He should never pare his nails nor remove the hair even in his 
arm-pits and on his private parts. (24) Observing a (strict) vow of celibacy,) he should never 
voluntarily allow his seed to escape; and if it (ever) escapes anyhow (in spite of himself in 
a dream etc.), he should (proceed to) take a plunge bath and, going through a course of 
Pranayama (inhaling the air through his right nostril, holding it as long as one can and 
exhaling it through the left), should repeat the Gayatri-Mantra (at least 108 times on his 
rosary).(25) Pure of body and calm of mind he should (both morning and evening) worship 
the fire (by pouring oblations into it), the sun-god (by offering Arghya or oblations of water 
to him), the Acarya (who has invested him with the sacred thread and taught him the Gayatri), 
the cow (by offering handfuls of grass to her), the Brahmanas, the preceptor (who has merely 
instructed him in the Sastras), the elders and the gods and should wait upon both the 
twilights, silently muttering the Gayatri-Mantra.(26) He should know the Acarya to be (no 
other than) Myself (the Supreme Lord) and should never disregard him nor should he pry into 
his faults taking him to be a mortal; for the preceptor represents all the gods (in his 
person).(27) Bringing alms (from other houses) (both) morning and evening, he should offer 
it to the preceptor as also whatever else he might have recived and make use of only what 
is permitted (by the preceptor) keeping himself fully under control.(28) Doing service to the 
preceptor, the student should always wait upon him with joined palms like a menial by 
following him (wherever he goes), lying down (full of vigilance when he is asleep), sitting 
(when he is taking rest after being relieved of his fatigue by kneading his feet etc.) and 
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standing (when he is comfortably seated) not far from him.(29) Conducting himself as 
aforesaid and maintaining his vow (of celibacy uninterrupted till his course of learning is 
completed, he should (continue to) live in the preceptor's house, completely weaned from 
all luxuries. (30) 
areal eel aaa welfapori aa fase a werent geaaa: 1321 
wat quae a adyaq ai um aygeriteareia §=—- walacherenere: 1321 
a = dauresiderasdeatear afte | faeptiyqaryeeiswarasia 1331 
aera = aeatoressfanl defer aatsepraruearearerasiar 13% | 
wabmorarist «= fem: pee eta: «aya Were: 1341 
wa geet maotsfa vedi nameiaare =| aeemnferdisnm: 1361 
If the student seeks to ascend (after death) to (the highest heaven, viz..) Satyaloka (the 
realm of Brahma),” the home of the Vedas (living in a personal form), he should completely 
dedicate his body (life) to the preceptor for (further) study of the Vedas (as well as to repay 
his debt to the preceptor), observing the vow of lifelong celibacy. (31) Full of splendour born 
of a study of the Vedas and devoid of (all) sin, the Brahmacari should have no sense of 
diversity (left in him) and should worship Me, the Supreme, (alone) in (the sacred) fire, the 
preceptor, his own self and in all created beings. (32) He who is not a householder (a 
Brahmacari, an anchorite or a recluse) should give up the sight and touch of womankind, 
conversation and joking etc., with them and should (even) avoid coming face to face with 
living beings sexually united. (33) Purity (of body and mind), rinsing one's mouth with water 
(after answering the calls of nature and taking one's meals or refreshment and sipping water 
before commencing a sacred rite or devotions or taking one's meals etc.), bathing (after 
passing stool and shaving oneself and on ceremonial occasions as well as on touching an 
untouchable person or object, and on the expiry of a period of impurity caused by birth or 
death in one's family and so on), saying the Sandhya prayers (both morning and evening as 
well as at midday), straightforwardness, resorting to holy places and sacred waters, 
muttering sacred texts (such as the Gayatri) and keeping aloof from untouchable persons 
and objects, prohibited food (and drink) and people who are not worth speaking to, looking 
upon all created beings as (no other than) Myself and control of mind, speech and body— 
this constitutes the Dharma (sacred duty) prescribed for all the Agramas (stages of life 
pertaining to the first three Varnas), O Uddhava (the delight of your race )! (34-35) Having 
mastered the Vedas and with the seeds of his Karma burnt by intense Tapas (askesis), the 
Brahmacari observing the vow of perpetual celibacy and resplendent like fire becomes My 
devotee (and attains to Me) if he is devoid of impurity (in the shape of interested motives).(36) 


area ae faenfaarm: | aa afar erat errare, equated: 1291 
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* Vide verse 5 above. 
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He who, having duly investigated the purport of the Vedas, forthwith seeks to enter the 
next Agrama (stage of life, viz., the life of a householder) should after offering Daksina (a 
parting present by way of gratitude) to the preceptor perform the ceremony known as the 
Samavartana-Samskara (marking the completion of his studies and coming back home from 
the preceptor's house) with the approval of the preceptor. (37) A Brahmacari may enter the 
life of a householder (if he has the sexual urge) or the life of an anchorite (if he is keen on 
self-purification) or (if he is pure-minded already and), if he is a Brahmana (the foremost of 
the twice-born classes), he may (even) renounce the world and go about as a mendicant 
recluse. (Or) he should (in the regular course) pass from one stage to another. He who is 
devoted to Me* should in no case act otherwise (i.e.,remain without embracing any ASrama 
or return from a higher Asrama to a lower one). (38) A Brahmacari desiring to enter the life 
of a householder should take a wife belonging to his own Varna (grade of society); 
Unblemished (in point of pedigree and bodily and other characteristics), and younger (than 
himself) in age. If, however, he takes a wife belonging to a Varna different from his own, he 
should marry her after he has espoused a girl belonging to the same Varna as his won and 
that too in the proper order. (39) Performance of sacrifices, study of the Vedas and bestowal 
of gifts are the duties of all the twice-born; whereas to accept gifts, to teach the Vedas and 
to officiate as a priest in sacrifices constitute the vocation of a Brahmana alone. (40) Looking 
upon acceptance of gifts as (something) detracting from his austerity, (Brahmanical) glory 
and renown, a Brahmana should live by the other two (vocations) alone or, perceiving the 
drawbacks of those vocations (too), should live by (gleaning) the food-grains left by the 
owner of a field after reaping the crop. (41) This body of a Brahmana is surely not intended 
for trivial enjoyment but for (undergoing) hardship and investigation of truth in this life and 
for (attaining) everlasting happiness (in the shape of final beatitude) after death. (42) With 
his mind fully satisfied by living on the food-grains gleaned (partly) from the fields and (partly) 
from the grain market (when the stock has been removed or sold at the end of a day), and 
with his soul dedicated to Me, nay, following his noble duty (of a householder in the shape 
of entertaning a newcomer and so on) ina disinterested spirit and continuing to live at home, 
though never deeply attached (to its inmates or things), a Brahmana duly attains (abiding) 
peace. (43) (Even) as a vessel rescues a drowning man from the sea, | deliver without delay 
from straits those who duly redeem a Brahmana or (for that matter) anyone (solely) depending 
on Me and suffering hardship. (44) (Just) as a father would save his progeny from woes (of 


* According to another interpretation the words 3241 47: should be split up as 3-4! srcT: taking the intervening ‘3 
as dropped according to the rules of Sandhi. That would mean that the interdiction is binding only on these who are not devotees, 
uevotees being exempted from this rule 
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every kind) or (just) as a king elephant would lift up (fellow) elephants as well as himself (from 
a pit into which they have fallen), a sagacious king should deliver all (classes of) people from 
calamities (of every description) and save himself (too) by himself (his own efforts). (45) 
Shaking off all sin (that he might have incurred in his past lives) in this (very) life, such a 
(benevolent) king ascends to heaven (after death) in an aerial car, brilliant like the sun, and 
revels in the company of Indra (the lord of paradise). (46) A Brahmana in distress may (try 
to) get over it by taking to the calling of a merchant, dealing in such goods only as are worth 
selling (and not in prohibited articles such as spirituous liquor, salt etc.) or (as a third 
alternative), when overwhelmed with adversity, he may live even by the sword’, but under 
no circumstance by service to a man of lower grade. (47) A Ksatriya too may live by the trade 
of a Vaisya or (even) by hunting in (times of) adversity or he may live by teaching etc., (the 
pursuit of a Brahmana), but in no case by menial service. (48) (Even so) a Vaisya (in 
adversity) may adopt the calling of a Sudra and the latter, the craft of an artisan +, such as 
making mats and so on. When rid of adversity (of course) aman belonging to a higher caste 
should no longer seek his living by a reproachful pursuit (prescribed for men of a lower 
grade). (49) A householder (belonging to the twice-born classes) should according to his 
means daily worship the gods, the Rsis, the manes and (other) living beings (including men) 
as My (own) manifestations, through oblations into the secred fire, recitation of the sacred 
texts (technically known by the name of Brahmayajfia), Sraddha and Tarpana, Bali or 
Bhutayajna (offering before the daily meals morsels of cooked food to birds andanimals, nay, 
all other creatures including lifeless objects) and offering food and water etc., to newcomers 
respectively. (50) With the wealth got without effort or earned (by pursuing one's own 
avocation) and (therefore) free from blemish he should perform sacrifices with due ceremony 
alone without putting his dependents to hardship. (51) 


Seay a astd a were eeeata i faufast = oetegwafe | awa 1421, 
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A sane householder too should not get attached to the members of his family nor should 
he be unmindful of his goal (i.e., Myself). (Nay,) he should realize even the invisible (worlds) 
to be (as) perishable as the visible. (52) Association with one's sons, wife, friends and 


relations is no better than the coming together of travellers (in a rest-house). With every 
change of body they vanish like a dream seen during sleep. (53) Pondering thus and living 


* Although the law-giver Gautama enjoins a Brahmana in straitened circumstances to take to the military profession in 
preterence to trade, the Lord permits him to do so only as a third alternative and gives preference to trade obviously because 
it is a peaceful pursuit and does not involve destruction of life 

+ Lord Manu classifies Karus or artisans under the following five heads:- 

dal a aaa Ae Trae | aes ara: fare aA: 


"The five varieties of Karus are—carpenters, weavers, barbers. washermen and shoemakers or tariners of leather.’ 
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(unattached) in his house like a stranger and having no sense of "I" and "mine" (with regard 
to the body and those connected with it), he does not get bound by his household but remains 
free (from all bondage). (54) Worshipping Me alone through his household duties, a devotee 
may stay in his house (continue to be a householder) or retire into the forest (enter the order 
of an anchorite) or renounce the world and go about as a mendicant recluse if he has a male 
issue. (55) The fool whose mind is attached to the house and who is afflicted with the 
hankering for progeny and wealth, (nay,) who is domineered over by his wife and whose 
intellect is (ever) bewildered by the notion of "I" and "mine" gets bound. (56) He remains 
engrossed in thought as follows:—"Alas ! my aged parents, my wife, whose children are (yet) 
very young, and my children (too) (—all these) will be left without a protector and will feel 
(very) miserable and afflicted without me. How will they survive 2" (57) With his mind wholly 
distracted thus through excessive attachment to his household and his judgment clouded, 
(nay,) unsated with the pleasures of sense and thinking of them all the time, this fellow, when 
dead, descends into (the) blinding darkness (of hell). (58) 


Thus ends the seventeenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XVIII 


The Duties of anchorites and recluses 
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The glorious Lord began again : Committing his wife to the care of his sons, the 
householder who is keen to retire into the woods (enter the life of an anchorite) should spend 
the third part of his life in the forest alone or even with his wife with his senses fully 
controlled.(1) He should subsist on wild bulbs, roots and fruits which are fit for being offered 
into the sacrificial fire and should wear as his apparel the bark of trees or matting etc., made 
of grass or leaves or deerskin. (2) He should allow the hair of his head as well as on his body, 
nails, moustaches and beard as well as the dirt on his body to grow and should not (even) 
scrub his teeth (with a brush etc.), should take a plunge bath (after the manner of a pestle 
without rubbing his body) three times (daily, viz., in the morning and evening as well as at 
midday) and should sleep on the ground (covered with grass etc.). (3) In summer he should 
allow himself to be heated by five fires (one placed in each quarter about himself and the fifth 
in the form of the sun blazing overhead); during the rains he should expose’ himself to 
showers while in the closing months (Magha and Phalguna) of winter (comprising what is 
known as the Sigira Rtu and roughly corresponding to January and February of the English 
calender) he should remain immersed up to the neck in water.tHe should practise 
austerities, following this mode of life. (4) He is permitted to eat (only) what is roasted in fire 
or gets ripened by (process of) time. He can thrash (wild corn) in a mortar (with a pestle) and 
pound hard substances with a stone or may use the teeth alone for a mortar (and pestle).(5) 
Fully aware of the place and time where and when a certain thing could be had as well as 
of his own (digestive) power he should personally get together (all) the means of his 
subsistence and should never use what was got at another time ¢ (and laid by for future 
use).(6) An ascetic should perform rites (such as the Agrayana) enjoined at particular periods 
of time with oblations prepared out of wild products; but he should on no account propitiate 
Me through (the sacrifice of) an animal as enjoined by the Vedas. (7) Agnihotra (offering to 
the sacred fire an oblation consisting chiefly of milk, oil and sour gruel), Darga (half-monthly 
sacrifice performed on every Amavasya or the new moon) Purnamasa (the half-monthly 
sacrifice performed on every full moon) and the (three) sacrifices performed at the beginning 
of the three seasons of four months each (under the names of Vaiswadeva, Varunapraghasa 


* This is technically known by the name of Abhravakasa-Vrata 

+ This has been mentioned in the Smrti-texts under the name of Udaka-vasa-Vrata 

# Cf. Vil, xii. 19, where an anchorite has been called upon to reject the old stock each time a fresh (natural) supply of cereals 
and other eatables is obtained 
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and Sakamedha) have been enjoined on an anchorite as in the case of a householder by the 
exponents of the Vedas. (8) Having propitiated Me, the embodiment of wisdom, through 
austerities undergone by him thus, a hermit reduced to a (mere) skeleton (lit., spread all over 
with protruding veins for want of flesh) comes to Me (through successive stages) from 
Maharloka‘ (the realm of the Rsis, to which he ascends in the ordinary course after death).(9) 
Who could be more stupid than him who would divert such great Tapas, performed with 
(great) hardship and calculated to secure the highest good, to the fulfilment of a paltry desire 
(viz., the desire for any material or ethereal fruit up to the attainment of Brahmaloka) ? (10) 
When the ascetic, shaking with old age, is incapable of observing any longer the sacred vow 
(to which he has pledged himself), he may withdraw the (three) sacred fires (known by the 
names of Ahavaniya, Garhapatya and Daksina, thathe has been maintaining and worshipping) 
into himself and, with his mind fixed on Me, enter + the fire (burn himself to death). (11) When 
(however) he develops a thorough distaste for the higher worlds (upto the realm of Brahma, 
the creator) as a reward of pious acts (done from an interested motive), though (as a matter 
of fact) no better than hell (abounding as they do in sorrows), he may, on the sacred fires 
having been withdrawn (into himself), renounce the world and go about as a mendicant 
recluse from the very Asrama in which he may be stationed. + (12) Having propitiated Me 
according to precept (through the Prajapatya sacrifice after performing the eight types of 
Sraddha incumbent on him who is going to renounce the world), ifhe is free from (all) desires, 
and given everything to the officiating priest and having withdrawn the sacred fire into his own 
breath, the hermit may enter the order of recluses. (13) In the way of a Brahmana who is 
actually going to renounce the world the gods in the garb (through the agency) of his wife and 
so on place obstacles, for fear lest he should outstrip them and attain to the Supreme. (One 
who is bent on attaining final beatitude should not, however, be deterred by such obstacles). 
(14) If at all a recluse would have a covering (for his body), he should wear a piece of cloth 
barely enough to cover the strip of cloth used by him to hide his private parts with. Nor should 
he retain (in his possession) anything renounced by him (at the time of entering the order of 
Sarnnyasa) other than a staff (used as a token of Samnyasa) and a Kamandalu (a water-pot 
made of the shell of a wild cocoanut) otherwise than in a critical plight. (15) He should take 
(every) step (only) after the ground he is going to tread has been scanned with his eyes (lest 
he should unwittingly trample any creature); he should drink water strained with (a piece of) 
cloth, utter words tested on the touchstone of truth and do that which has been found correct 
by reference to his conscience. (16) Silence is the cudgel to control one's speech; abstinence 
from interested action, the one to control one's body; and Pranayama (breath-control) is the 
cudgel to curb one's mind. He who does not wield these (cudgels) cannot be (held to be) a 
recluse by (mere) bamboo-staves carried on his person. (17) Arecluse should resort for alms 
to the four types of Brahmanas alone (those living by gifts received, teaching, officiating at 
sacrifices and gleaning food-grains from fields and grain-markets), avoiding those of 
reproachful conduct and visit only seven houses not specified before, and should remain 


a 


* As regards the devotee whose mind has been thoroughly purified through the disinterested practice of devotion, he gets 
liberated even before death “ 

+ An ascetic who prosecutes his austerities till the end of his life is sure to attain Moksa; while he who observes the rules 
laid down for an anchorite till the end of the third stage of his life earns the title to enter the order of Sarhnyasa even if he has 
not developed full Vairagya. The course recommended in this verse is only intended for him wha is unable to carry on his 
austerities till the end of the third stage on account of a weak constitution and has not the requisite Vairagya to qualify him for 
Samnyasa 

+ The Sruti lays down that a Brahmana may turn out to be a recluse whenever true Vairagya appears in him, in whatever 
stage of life he may be— ‘qeeva farsrrceta yaa’. 
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contented with the food got from those houses (alone). (18) Going to a reservoir of water 
(such as a pond or tank) outside the town or village, he should rinse his mouth there and, 
allotting a (due) share to those deserving it (viz., Lord Visnu, Brahma, the sun-god and all 
created beings) once it has been consecrated (by sprinkling with water and so on), he should 
silently consume all the rest that was brought (by him—neither bringing more than was 
required nor laying by anything for another time). (19) With his senses fully controlled he 
should perambulate this earth (all) alone and free from attachment, finding recreation and 
delightin the Self, self-possessed and viewing all alike. (20) Dwelling in a lonely yet secure 
abode and keeping his mind pure through devotion to Me, the sage should contemplate 
on the Self as one and undistinguishable from Me. (21) By inquiring into the truth (of things) 
he should investigate the true nature of bondage and liberation of the Self. Bondage 
consists in the distraction of the senses and Liberation in their full control. (22) Therefore, 
keeping in check the six senses (the five external senses and the mind, the internal sense) 
and averse to the trifling pleasures of sense, and finding abundant joy in the Self, the 
recluse should go about the world contemplating on Me. (23) He should perambulate the 
earth full of holy tracts, rivers, mountains, woodlands and hermitages, entering towns 
and villages, cowherd stations and caravanserais (only) for the sake of alms. (24) He 
should often beg alms from the hermitages of anchorites; for, his mind being purified by 
the (hemit's) food obtained by gleaning grains from the fields, he is rid of infatuation and 
attains the goal of his life soon. (25) 
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He should not regard this visible world as real because it is perishable. (Therefore,) with 
his mind unattached to this world as well as to the next he should cease from every activity 
intended (to secure the objects of senses). (26) Realizing by force of reasoning (on the 
analogy of a dream) that all that exists (apart from the Self) viz., this (objective) universe 
(regarded as "mine") as well as the body (and referred to as "I") conjoined with the mind, 
speech and the vital air (alongwith the delights of sense) as a (mere) mental illusion 
superimposed on the Self, and (therefore) turning his back on it, he should think no more of 
it and remain established in the Self. (27) No longer governed by the scriptural ordinance, 
he who is established in Self-Knowledge, though (outwardly) appearing as a seeker of 
Liberation (averse to the pleasures of sense) or a devotee of Mine, seeking nothing (not even 
Liberation), may do as he likes, renouncing (attachment to the duties of) the four Asramas 
(stages of life) alongwith their distinguishing marks (such as the triple staff in the case of a 
recluse). (28) Though sound of judgment, he should sport like a child (bereft of the sense of 
honour and ignominy); though clever, he should behave like a dullard. Though learned he 
should rave like a madman (inasmuch) as he has none to please by his speech); though 
devoted to the intention of the Vedas, he should behave like an animal (observing no 
consistency in his behaviour). (29) He should not take delight in expounding the section of 
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the Vedas treating of ritual acts, nor should he observe any rules of conduct opposed to the 
injunctions of the Vedas and the Smrti texts, nor should he be devoted to (empty) 
ratiocination, nor again should he take any side in a fruitless discussion. (30) He should not 
be annoyed with anyone nor should he annoy anyone with his mind (fully) controlled he 
should put up with abuses and should never show disrespect to anyone, nor should he for 
the sake of his body make enemies with anyone like a brute. (31) For, (just) as the same moon 
gets reflected in (a number of) vessels holding water, the same transcendent Self is present 
in (all) created beings as well as in one's own body (so that there is no ground for enmity 
whatsoever from the point of view of the spirit) and the bodies (too) are essentially one 
constituted as they are of the same gross elements (so that enmity with any being 
whatsoever is enmity with one's own Self). (32) 
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Full of fortitude a Sarhnyasi should not get dejected on not getting food in time on any 
occasion nor should he feel rejoiced to get it; (for) both (his getting and not getting it) lie in 
the hands of Providence. (33) (This should not lead one to think that a Samnyasi need not 
even go out to beg food.) He must exert himself to procure food; for an attempt on his part 
to sustain life would be (quite) justified; (for) by sustaining life truth is investigated by him and 
realizing the truth thereby he will get liberated for all time to come. (34) A recluse should eat 
the food, whether excellent or of the worst type, obtained by the will of Providence and (also) 
accept whatever clothing and bed is got (by him). (35) Aman of wisdom should cultivate the 
habits of cleanliness, rinsing the mouth (after answering the calls of nature, taking food or 
even light refreshment such as milk and fruits and sipping water before meals etc.), and 
bathing (thrice everyday) and observe other rules of conduct (mentioned heretofore) by way 
of sport, as I, the almighty Lord, do, but not in compliance with scriptural ordinance (which 
is no longer binding on him). (36) For there is no longer any perception of difference in him; 
whatever there was has been uprooted by My realization (as the Self of all). What does 
appear (in him) at times (e.g., at the time of begging alms and taking meals etc., even now 
as a recurrence of what has already been set aside) will continue (by force of Prarabdha) till 
death. Thereafter he will get (indissolubly) united with Me. (37) 
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A man of self-control who has got disgusted with the pleasures of sense, which are 
(invariably) attended with sorrow, but who has not (yet) been instructed in the duties that 
enable one to realize Me should betake himself to a teacher given to contemplation. (38) Full 
of reverence and devotion and free from censoriousness he should do service to the 
preceptor in a respectful mood, knowing him really to be Myself, till he realizes Brahma. (39) 
He, however, who has not (yet) been able to control his six senses (including the mind, the 
internal sense); whose intellect, the controller of his senses, (too) is intensely fond of the 
pleasures of sense; who is destitute of wisdom and dispassion and (simply) makes his living 
by the triple staff (the emblem of a recluse); the impurities of whose heart have not yet been 
fully burnt and who has (thus) violated the duties of a Sarnnyasi and is deceiving the gods 
(by his ceasing to propitiate them through sacrificial performances which he would have 
otherwise done), his own self (by depriving himself of luxuries which he would have freely 
enjoyed as a householder) as well as Myself, dwelling in his heart, (by failing to realize Me) 
is deprived of this world as well as of the next. (40-41) (To sum up.) control of the mind and 
he senses and harmlessness (mainly) constitute the righteous course of a mendicant 
(recluse); enduring hardships prescribed by the Sastras and inquiry into the truth, of an 
anchorite (dewelling in the woods); protection of living beings and performance of (the five 
great) sacrifices, ofa householder; and rendering service to the preceptor, that of the celibate 
(who has gone through a second birth by being invested with the sacred thread and taught 
the Gayatri). (42) Observing chastity (during the nights other than those in which he is 
permitted to copulate with his wedded wife), enduring hardships involved in the discharge 
of his rightful duties, purity (of body and mind), contentment and kindness to (all) created 
beings (—these) constitute the sacred duty even of a householder who seeks the bed of his 
wife (only) during the period following the courses favourable for conception (sixteen nights 
after their appearance); (whereas) My worship is the pious duty common to all. (43) He who 
constantly worships Me through the performance of his duty as aforesaid, seeking no other 
reward (beyond My pleasure) begins to look upon all created beings as Myself and attains 
firm devotion to Me. (44) Through unceasing Devotion, O Uddhava, he attains to Me, the 
supreme Ruler of all the worlds, responsible for the creation and destruction of all, the Source 
of the Vedas. (45) He whose mind has thus been purified through the performance of his own 
duty and who has fully realized My divine character is equipped with (both) indirect and direct 
knowledge concerning Me and (eventually) attains to Me before long. (46) This is the 
righteous course of those affiliated to a particular Varna (grade of society) and Asrama (stage 
in life), consisting of certain (definite) rules of conduct. The same Dharma, when characterized 
by devotion to Me (i.e., pursued as an offering to Me) proves to be of supreme value as a 
means to final beatitude. (47) (Thus) | have told you, O good one, how a man wedded to his 
righteous course turns out to be a devotee and duly attains to Me, the Supreme. And this is 
what you asked Me (in particular). (48) 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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aan Searea: 


Discourse XIX 
A Dissertation on Devotion, Spiritual Enlightenment and Yogic disciplines 
in the form of the five Yamas, the (five) Niyamas and so on 
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The glorious Lord began again: He who is equipped with learning culminating in 
intuition, (nay,) who has realized the Self and does not take his stand on (mere) logical 
reasoning should know this world of differences (as well as the means of sublating it) to be 
a mere phantom appearing in Me and (eventually) relinquish this knowledge too. (This is 
what is technically known by the name of Vidwat-Samnyasa.) (1) To aman of wisdom | am 
the only beloved; | am recognized to be his purpose (goal) as well as the means of 
accomplishing it; |am his heaven (highest joy) and Moksa (release) too; no object other than 
Me is dear to him. (2) (Only) those whose mind has been thoroughly purified through 
knowledge and realization (of the Self) are able to know My supreme state (glory). The man 
of wisdom bears Me up with his knowledge, hence he is most beloved of Me. (3) Askesis, 
resorting to sacred places or holy waters, the muttering of prayers, charity and other purifying 
agencies do not consummately bring about that perfection which is wrought by a ray of 
Knowledge. (4) Therefore, knowing your own self up to the stage of realization, O Uddhava, 
and equipped with (such) knowledge and realization and full of Devotion worship Me (alone, 
rejecting everything else). (5) Having worshipped Me, their Inner Controller and Bestower 
of the fruit of all sacrifices, in their own self (heart), sages have attained to Me alone in the 
form of highest perfection (final beatitude). (6) This threefold modification (of Prakrti, in the 
form of the body, the senses and the mind) that crops up in you, O Uddhava, is (only) an 
illusion (and not real) in that it appears in the middle (like the serpent in a rope), and does 
not exist in the beginning or at the end. (Hence) when these (six) states—in the shape of birth 
etc.,(viz., birth, existence, growth, transformation, decay and death)— befall (by turns) this 
psychophysical organism, nothing happens (no chang comes) to you, the substratum 
(beyond and unaffected by these states). (Reverting to the illustration of the serpent and the 
rope) what (the rope) persists before (the appearance of) and after (the disappearance of) 
a phantom (viz., the serpent) also exists in the middle. (Just as the states through which a 
serpent passes do not affectits substratum, viz., the rope, the states of the body do not affect 
you, the substratum of the body). (7) 
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Uddhava submitted : (Pray,) expourid in a thorough (conclusive) way, O Lord of the 
universe, which is Your own form! this purifying and most ancient (because embodied in the 
dateless Vedas) wisdom, coupled with dispassion and intuition, as well as the path of 
Devotion, sought after (even) by the great (Brahma and others). (8) Fora man tormented on 
all sides with the threefold agony (viz., 1—that brought about by divine agencies in the form 
of natural calamities, 2—that inflicted by other living beings and 3—that arising out of bodily 
distemper or mental disturbance) and undergoing intense suffering in the fearful path of 
metempsychosis, O Lord, | find no shelter other than the umbrella of Your feet, which (not 
only affords protection against the scorching sunshine but also) rains nectar on all sides.(9) 
Kindly lift up once for all this creature fallen deep into this abyss (of transmigration) and bitten 
by the snake of Death, (yet) seized by the great thirst for trifling delights (of sense), and 
soothe me with (nectar-like) words showing the way to Liberation, O Lord possessed of 
immense glory ! (10) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Thus did King Yudhisthira (who bore no enmity to any 
creature whatsoever) ask this (very) question in the former days of Bhisma, the foremost of 
those devoted to the righteous course (pleasing to the Lord), while all of us listened. (11) 
Having heard the exposition of many righteous courses—when the (internecine) war 
between the Bharatas had come to an end—Yudhisthira, distressed over the death of his 
kinsmen, subsequently asked Bhisma about the courses of conduct conducive to 
emancipation. (12) | shall reproduce to you the exposition of those righteous courses which 
was heard (by Me) from the lips of Bhisma (of heavenly vows), and which is full of precepts 
on spiritual enlightenment, dispassion, intuition, faith and Devotion. (13) JAana (spiritual 
enlightenment) has been concluded by Me to be that by which one is enabled to perceive 
the nine (viz., Prakrti or primordial Matter, Purusa or the Spirit, Mahat-tattva or the principle 
of cosmic intelligence, Ahankara or the cosmic Ego and the five Tanmatras or subtle elements), 
the eleven (viz., the five senses of perception, the five organs of action and the mind), the five 
(viz., the gross elements), and the three categories (namely, the three Gunas or modes of 
Prakrti, viz., Sattva or the principle of harmony, Rajas or the principle of activity and Tamas 
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or the principle of ignorance and inertia) as permeating (all) created beings (from Brahma, 
the earliest and foremost of all, down to the merest blade of grass) and further perceives 
the one (intelligent principle, viz., the Supreme Spirit) running through them. (14) When 
(however) a man no longer perceives as he did before the many (phenomena) as 
permeated by the one (reality, viz., Brahma) but sees that one reality only, that alone is 
Vijfana to be sure. (In order to perceive this one reality (alone), he should ponder the 
coming into existence, continuance and dissolution (i.e., the transitoriness and hence 
unreality) of (the many) existences constituted of the three Gunas. (15) That alone should 
be concluded to be real, which abides at the beginning as well as at the end (of creation) 
and follows from one evolute to another in the middle, and again which remains (as the 
residue) in the process of their involution (return to original state). (16) Of the (many) 
Pramanas (means of cognition) Sruti texts (negating plurality), direct perception (of an 
effect being invariably produced by a cause), tradition and inference—these four are the 
most authoritative. Plurality of substances not finding support in the light of these; a 
discerning man (realizes the spiritual substance permeating all phenomena to be the only 
reality and) recoils from diversity (in the form of this world of matter). (17) Since (all) ritual 
acts (which are rewarded with heaven) are transient, a wise man should look upon even 
the invisible world, including the realm of Brahma (the creator), as full of misery and 
perishable like the visible. (18) 
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The path of Devotion has already been delineated by Me. | shall, however, tell you once 

more the royal road to Devotion, since you have developed a liking for it, O sinless one ! (19) 
Keenness to hear My nectar-like stories, repeated exposition of My stories when they have 
been (duly) heard, intense devotion to (My) worship, and glorifying Me with songs of praise, 
enthusiasm in doing service to Me (in the form of sweeping My temple and so on), saluting 
Me with all the eight limbs (viz., the head, breast, hands, knees and feet), offering much more 
devoted worship to My devotees and looking upon all created beings as Myself; directing (all) 
the movements of one's body to pursuits intended to propitiate Me (e.g., plucking basil leaves 
and flowers etc., for My worship), to utter My praises (alone) with one's speech, resigning the 
mind to Me, and giving up all (one's) desires; spurning for My sake (in order to be able to carry 
on My adoration uninterruptedly) wealth as well as the means of enjoyment (luxuries) and 
self-gratification, (all of which generally interfere with Devotion) and undertaking sacrificial 
performances, practising charity, offering oblations into the sacred fire, muttering prayers, 
observing fasts and other sacred vows and (other) austerities (in the form of undergoing 
hardships sanctioned by the Sastras) done for My sake—all these are stepping-stones to 
Devotion. (20—23) Devotion (consisting in all-absorbing Love for Me, the reward of all 
spiritual endeavours) to Me develops, by (following) such righteous courses, in the heart of 
men who dedicate (to My service) their (very) self (in the shape of their psychophysical 
organism as well as all that is connected with it), O Uddhava ! What other objected remains 
for such a devotee to be accomplished ? (In other words, all his objects are accomplished 
as a matter of course through Devotion alone.) (24) 
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When the mind, equipped with Sattva and (therefore) tranquil, is devoted to Me, man 
(automatically) acquires piety, wisdom coupled with dispassion and divine powers. (25) 
When (however) the aforesaid mind is set on various objects (tho body, dwelling etc.), it 
wanders alongwith the senses and gets all the more stained with Rajas and addicted to evil 
and then know it (for certain) that a man develops the reverse of piety etc., (viz., 
unrighteousness, ignorance, passion and lack of divinity). (26) That (alone) which engenders 
devotion to Me is extolled (in the scriptures) as Dharma (piety); that (alone) which enables 
one to perceive unity (everywhere) is glorified as wisdom; a distaste for the pleasures of 
sense is spoken highly of as dispassion and mystic powers (such as the capacity to assume 
the size of an atom) are extolled as divine powers. (27) 
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Uddhava submitted : Of how many varieties is Yama (self-control) declared to consist 
and of how many types is Niyama (self-discipline) declared to be, O Chastiser of foes ? 
What is Sama ? What does Dama consist in, O Enchanter of beings ? Whatis (the definition 
of) Titiksa (and) what is firmness, O Lord ? (28) What is charity ? What is Tapas ? What 
is valour ? What is truthfulness and what is called (by the name of) Rta ? What is (known as) 
Tyaga ? What is the esteemed wealth ? What is Yajfa and what goes by the name of 
Daksina ? (29) What is the strength of men, O glorious One ? What is fortune and what is 
the gain, O Ruler (even) of Brahma and Siva? What is supreme Wisdom ? Whatis Hri ? What 
is adornment? What is happiness and what is misery ? (30) Who is a man of erudition and 
whois a fool ? Whatis the path (of virtue) and what is the wrong way ? Whatis heaven ? What 
is hell ? Who is a friend and what is the home ? (31) Who is opulent and who is a destitute? 
Who is pitiable and who is the master of his self ? (Pray,) answer these questions of mine 
and (also) define the contraries (of what has been asked), O Protector of the virtuous ? (32) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Harmlessness, uttering only that which is wholesome, 
agreeable and true, non-thieving, absence of attachment, modesty, non-accumulation of 
possessions, faith, chastity, silence, firmness (of resolve), forgiveness and fearlessness, 
bodily cleanliness and mental purity, muttering the Gayatri and other sacred texts, austerity, 
pouring oblations into the sacred fire, reverence (for true religion), hospitality and offering 
worship to Me; visiting sacred places, working for the benefit of others, contentment and 
service to the preceptor—these have been declared to be the twelve Yamas and the twelve 
Niyamas divided in two (separate) verses.Carried into practice they positively yield fruit (in 
the shape of final beatitude or worldly prosperity) according to the desire of men, O dear 
one ! (33—35) Sama is dependence of the intellect on Me; Dama consists in control of the 
senses. Titiksa consists in (calmly) enduring, suffering and firmness in completely controlling 
the palate and the sex. (36) Forswearing enmity towards (the entire) creation is the highest 
form of charity; Tapas has been declared to consist in abandoning luxuries (of all kind). 
Valour consists in curbing one's natural propensities or cravings and truthfulness consists 
in perceiving unity (in the form of Brahma) everywhere. (37) Rta has been declared by the 
wise as consisting in truthful and agreeable speech. Sauca (whichis a variety of Tyaga when 
construed in the sense of shaking off impurity) consists in absence of attachment to one's 
actions; while Tyaga is declared as consisting in (renouncing the world and) entering the 
order of Sammnyasa. (38) Righteousness is the esteemed wealth of men; Myself, the supreme 
Lord, am the Yajfia (which should accordingly be performed as identical with Myself and not 
as a dry ritual). Daksina (or gift made ata sacrifice) consists in service to the preceptor (which 
induces the preceptor to impart wisdom). Pranayama (control of breath) is the supreme 
strength (inasmuch as it is helpful in curbing the mind, which is so difficult to curb). (39) My 
divine state (consisting in the six attributes of lordship, piety, glory, affluence, wisdom and 
dispassion, each in its fullest measure) is (real) fortune and Devotion to Me is the highest 
gain. Wisdom consists in sublating diversity (appearing) in the Self and Hari is shrinking from 
prohibited acts. (40) Adornment consists in virtues like desirelessness; happiness consists 
in rising above joys and sorrows and misery lies in seeking gratification through enjoyment; 
a man of erudition is he who knows what is bondage and what is liberation. (41) The fool is 
he who looks upon the body as his self and that connected with it as his; that which leads 
to My realization (the path of renunciation) has been declared to be the path (of virtue) and 
the path of worldly activity (which distracts the mind) is the wrong one; predominance of 
Sattvaguna is heaven. (42) Preponderance of Tamogunais hell. The preceptoris one's (true) 
friend and he is no other than Me (the teacher of the entire universe), O friend! The human 
body is the (true) habitation (place of enjoyment). He alone who abounds in virtues is said 
tobe opulent. (43) Destitute is he who is discontented; he (alone) is pitiable, who has not been 
able to control his senses. He is the master (of his self), whose mind is not attached to the 
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objects of sense; and he who is attached to the pleasures of sense is the opposite of a master 
(i.e., a slave). (44) These questions of yours have all been duly answered. What is to be 
gained by elaborate discussion ? The definition of good and evil (in a nutshell) is as follows. 
To direct one's eyes to the virtues and faults (of others) is evil, while virtues lies in 
developing a disposition entirely free from the habit of seeing the merits and demerits of 
others, O Uddhava ! (45) 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Uddhava submitted : The command of the almighty Lord, viz., Yourself, (which goes 
by the name of Veda) consists of (both) injunctions and interdictions, and (thus) takes into 
account the good and evil nature of actions (as determined by their good and evil 
consequences), O lotus-eyed One ! (1) The Veda further cognizes the distinction of the 
Varnas and Asramas (based on their virtues and faults); the merits and demerits of those 
born in the irregular course (of the union of a man of a lower order with a woman of a higher 
grade) and those regularly born (of the union of a man of a higher order with a woman of lower 
grade); the substance, place, age and time (suitable or otherwise for a sacrifice) as well as 
(the existence of) heaven and hell (attained as a result of virtuous and sinful actions). (2) How 
can Your word (in the form of the Vedas), consisting as it does of injunctions and interdictions, 
lead to final beatitude without taking into consideration the distinction of good and bad 
(actions)? (3) Your word in the form of Veda is the (one) excellent eye possessed by the 
manes, gods and human beings, enabling them to obtain insight into the unseen purpose (of 
life, viz., final beatitude, heavenly bliss and so on) as well as into the end (to be attained in 
this very life) and the means (of attaining it), O almighty Lord ! (4) Khowledge of the distinction 
between good and evil is derived from Your command (the Veda), and not by itself. And it 
is by Your word (alone) that this distinction is negatived. This obviously causes bewilderment 
(in my mind). (Be pleased to set it at rest). (5) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Three Yogas (disciplines or paths) in the shape of (spiritual) 
enlightenment, (disinterested) action and Devotion have been taught by Me (in the sections 
of the Veda treating of Brahma, ritual acts and worship of gods respectively) with intent to 
ensure the highest good of men (in the shape of Liberation). No other way is found anywhere 
(in the scriptures). (6) Out of these the path of Jnana is efficacious for those who have lost 
(all) charm for (the fruit of) ritual acts (considering it to be full of sorrow) and (accordingly) 
abandoned such acts; whereas the path of Action is effectual for those who hanker after their 
fruit and whose mind has not (therefore) recoiled from such acts (as full of sorrow). (7) To 
the man, however, in whom has sprouted by (some) stroke of (good) fortune a zeal for 
(hearing) My stories (and chanting My name) etc., and who is neither disgusted with the 
pleasures of sense nor deeply attached to them, the path of Devotion brings success (in the 
form of God-Realization). (8) A man should (continue to) do his duties (enjoined upon him 
by the Sastras—whether of an obligatory nature or those of an occasional type) so long as 
he does not get disgusted with the pleasures of sense or so long as keenness does not 
appear in him for listening to My stories etc. (9) A man adhering to his course of conduct 
and propitiating Me through sacrificial performances, but never hankering for their fruit, 
O Uddhava, neither ascends to heaven nor goes down to perdition unless he perpetrates a 
prohibited act. (10) (Nay,) continuing in this body and sticking to his own righteous course, 
abstaining from sin and (thus) purged of (all) impurities (in the shape of attachment etc.), he 
automatically attains pure wisdom (in the form of Self-Realization) or (even) devotion to Me 
(which is superior to Self-Realization) by My grace. (11) In the same way as the denizens of 
hell heavenly beings too covet (an abode in) this world, which is favourable for the attainment 
of wisdom and Devotion (both), whereas both the aforesaid realms are unhelpful to it. (12) 
A wise man should not long for heaven any more than he should for hell; nor should he long 
even for (being reborn in) this world (as a human being). (For) through attachment to a 
particular body one (generally) neglects one's (true) interests. (13) Alive to this truth he 
should diligently strive for Liberation (lit, cessation of transmigration) before death (over- 
takes him), knowing this body to be mortal, though helpful to the attainment of his goal. (14) 
A bird which is unattached (to its abode) surely attains happiness on abandoning its abode 
in the form of the tree on which it has built its nest, which is being cut down by these agents 
of Death. (15) Shuddering with fear to perceive his life being cut short by (the passage of) 
days and nights, and free from attachment, the man who has no desire (likewise) attains 
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(everlasting) peace on realizing the Supreme. (16) That man (undoubtedly) kills his soul 
(brings about his own spiritual degradation), who—having secured the exceptionally fit 
vessel of a human body, the source of all blessings and (therefore) a most rare boon, yet 
easily obtained (without any effort by the grace of God) and piloted by (an expert helmsman 
in the form of) a preceptor and propelled by a favourable wind in the shape of Myself— 
(nevertheless) fails to cross the ocean of mundane existence. (17) 
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When (however) a man feels averse to (all) actions (realizing their being attended with 
evils of various kinds) and disgusted (with their fruit as a source of attachment and 
consequently of misery), a Yogi should after fully controlling his senses (try to) concentrate 
his mind so as to make it steady through repeated effort (at turning it towards the Self). (18) 
When, (even) while it is being focussed (on the Self), it soon begins to wander (due to its 
habitual vagrancy) and becomes unsteady (again), one should be on his alert and bring it 
(back) under his control by recourse to the method of conciliation (in the form of granting it 
a little freedom). (19) (Once it has been brought under control again) he should never allow 
its movements to go unnoticed and, having controlled his breath and conquered his senses, 
should reduce his mind to subjection by means of his intellect enriched with Sattva. (20) 
(Just) as he who seeks (to secure) the obedience of a horse that has yet to be broken 
succeeds in taming it (only) by following its will to some extent in the beginning, repeatedly 
winning over the mind (by recourse to the method of conciliation) as aforesaid has been 
declared to be (a ladder to) the highest Yoga. (21) With a clear knowledge of the ultimate 
principles (enumerated by the Sankhya system of philosophy), he should constantly 
contemplate in the order of creation the evolution, and in the reverse order the involution, of 
all categories (from Mahat-tattva down to his own body) till his mind becomes still. (22) The 
mind of a man averse to worldly activity of various kinds disgusted with the pleasures of this 
world as well as of the next and ruminating on what has been taught by his preceptor gives 
up its wickedness (in the form of attachmentto the pleasures of sense) by repeatedly dwelling 
upon what has (already) been ruminated upon (by him viz., the teachings of his preceptor).(23) 
The mind should dwell on the Supreme Spirit (the only object worthy of thought) through 
Yama (self-control) and other Yogic processes, through right knowledge in the form of an 
inquiry into the essential unity of the individual soul and the Supreme Spirit or through 
worship of My image or other representation (worthy of adoration), but never by other 
methods. (24) 
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Ifa Yogi (ever) commits through error a reproachful act (although ordinarily there is little 
chance of his doing so), he should burn that sin by recourse to Yoga alone (in the form of 
repeated effort at Self-Realization, contemplation on Me or chanting of the Divine Name etc.) 
and should never resort to any other act (such as penance) in such circumstances. (25) That 
(alone) which is known as strict adherence to one's own individual course has been extolled 
as a virtue. By making such demarcation of virtue and fault, restriction has been imposed on 
actions, which are (all) impure by origin (and that too) with the intention of enabling one to 
shake off attachments (to the pleasures of sense). (26) He who has reverence for My stories 
developed (in his heart) and has lost (every) charm for all activities (but not for their rewards) 
and, though recognizing the pleasures of sense to consist of sorrow (alone) is yet unable to 
relinquish them should therefore lovingly worship Me (by means of hearing:and chanting My 
names and stories etc.), full of faith and firm in his conviction (that everything will be 
accomplished through Devotion alone) and enjoying those pleasures while condemning 
them as attended with misery. (27-28) All the cravings embedded in the heart of the sage 
constantly worshipping Me through the discipline of Devotion as (already) taught (in 
verses 20—23 of Discourse XIX above) disappear, | being present in his heart. (29) The knot 
(in the shape of the ego-sense) in his heart is broken, all his doubts get resolved and the 
(entire) stock of his Karma is exhausted the moment |, the Soul of the universe, am 
realized.(30) Therefore, for the Yogi who is full of devotion to Me and has his mind fixed on 
Me, neither Jnana (spiritual enlightenment) nor even Vairagya (dispassion) is generally 
conducive to blessedness in this world. (31) By recourse to the discipline of devotion to Me 
My devotee easily attains all that can be had through actions (enjoined by the Vedas), that 
which is obtained through askesis, nay, that which is secured by means of spiritual 
enlightenment and dispassion, (practice of) Yoga, piety in the form of liberality as well as by 
recourse to other means of attaining blesssedness (such as undertaking a pilgrimage to 
sacred places and observing fasts etc.)—heaven, final beatitude or (residence in) My realm 
if he so desires on any account. (32-33) As a matter of fact, pious men of wisdom exclusively 
devoted to Me seek nothing, not even final beatitude characterized by freedom from rebirth, 
though conferred by Me. (34) The wise declare.desirelessness to be the greatest and most 
efficacious way to final beatitude. Therefore, devotion to Me falls to his lot (alone) who does 
not seek—much less solicit—anything (else). (35) Virtue and sin, resulting from good and 
evil, do not attach to pious souls (free from likes and dislikes) that are even-minded and 
exclusively devoted to Me and have (accordingly) attained to Me, who stand beyond 
reason,(36) Those who follow in the aforesaid manner the paths shown by Me as leading to 
Me attain to My realm, which is free from fear (of death etc.), and realize that which is known 
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as the supreme Brahma. (37) 


Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The glorious Lord began again : Abandoning the aforesaid paths leading to Me, 
consisting of Devotion, spiritual enlightenment and (disinterested) action, they who enjoy the 
trifling pleasures of sense with their fickle senses undergo transmigration. (1) What goes by 
the name of devotion to one's own duty has been proclaimed to be a virtue. The contrary of 
it (viz., devotion to another's duty), however, is a fault. Such is the conclusion about the nature 
of both (viz., virtue and fault). (2) Purity and impurity (fitness for use or otherwise), virtue and 
fault (goodness or otherwise) and good and evil consequences are determined in regard to 
homogeneous substances in order to regulate one's natural proneness to betake oneself to 
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a particular substance, by creating a doubt (in one's mind) about it. (3) (Of these) purity and 
impurity are determined for the purpose of knowing the righteous way as distinguished from 
the unrighteous; virtue and fault are defined in order to regulate usage (what is intrinsically 
good is used in exceptional cases notwithstanding its impurity); and good and evil conse- 
quences are determined in order to enable one to make one's living (one is permitted to use 
an impure substance in exceptional circumstances only to the extentnecessary for maintain- 
ing one's existence), O sinless one ! Such a course of conduct has been shown by Me (in 
the form of Manu and other divine Law-givers) for men bearing the responsibility of upholding 
the cause of virtue. (4) Earth, water, fire, the air and etherthese five elements coupled with 
the Self (Spirit) enter into the constitution of the bodies of all created beings from Brahma (the 
foremost of created beings) down to the immobile creation (the plant or vegetable kingdom, 
the lowest species of life). (That is to say, all created beings are one in point of the material 
stuff of which they are constituted as well as in point of their Jivahood or spiritual essence).(5) 
(Yet) in order to enable these creatures (by regulating their activity) to attain their purpose 
(of life in the form of Dharma or religious merit, Artha or material possessions, Kama or 
gratification of the senses and Moksa or final beatitude) diverse names and forms (viz., 
Brahmana, Ksatriya and so on) are invented by the Vedas with reference to the bodies 
though made up of the same substance, O Uddhava! (6) In order (however) to regulate the 
activities (of created beings) goodness and otherwise are attributed by Me (in the form of the 
Vedas) even to entities like space and time (including the fruit and motive of actions, as well 
as those qualified for various types of actions), nay, to substances, O most noble one! (7) 
Of (all) tracts of land, that which is untrodden by the black deer is unholy, more so that which 
is lacking in devotion to the Brahmanas. Even that which is hallowed by the presence of the 
black deer is unholy if destitute of righteous men. The tract known by the name of Kikata 
(comprising the territories of Anga, Vanga and Kalinga*, roughly corresponding to the 
modern district of Bhagalpur in Bihar and the states of Bengal and Utkala) is unholy if not 
inhabited by good men.+The land mostly inhabited by Mlecchas + and barren land (too) is 
likewise) unholy. (8) (A period of) time which is fit for the performance of righteous actions 
from the point of view of (adequate supply of) requisite articles or by itself is valuable (from 
that point of view); whereas ( a period of) time in which a (sacred) rite (already commenced) 
has to be abandoned (for scarcity of requisite materials or political upheaval) and (even so) 
that which is declared as unifit for any (religious) rite (due to impurity occasioned by the death 
of a blood relation or other near relative or childbirth in one's own house or family) is 
impure.(9) The purity and impurity of a substance are brought about by another substance 
as well as by the word of mouth (of a Brahmana), by a purificatory process (and otherwise), 
nay, by (flux of) time§ and by largeness and smaliness of area respectively (as in the case 


* A Smrti text says:— 
ayaqategy array a | dda faa cen ya: deere 
“One travelling in the territories of Anga, Vanga and Kalinga, Saurastra and Magadha except on a pilgrimage deserves 
to undergo the rite of investiture with the sacred thread once more." 
‘aa pram aa: eri aa fare 
“ That land indeed is most holy where :esides a noble and deserving person !" 
¢ In the Baudhayana-Smrti a Mleccha has been characterized as follows :— 
Teta eq faery ae ua | Habaniedras reas eafyeaa i 
"He Is called a Mieccha, who eats the bovine flesh, speaks much that is self-contradictory and is destitute of all good 
conduct.” 
§ A Smrti text says:— 
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of a tank polluted by the touch of a low-born person), by physical fitness and otherwise or 
by knowledge and the affluent circumstances (or otherwise) of the individual concerned. 
(Nay,) the sin which the aforementioned agencies (of pollution) bring to a soul (by polluting 
a substance) really do so (only) according to the local conditions and other circumstances 
of the individual concerned. (10-11) The purity of food-grains, (articles of) wood, bones (such 
as ivory) and textiles, savoury substances (such as milk, ghee and honey), metals (especially 
gold), hides and skins and earthen substances is brought about by (passage of) time, the air, 
fire, earth and water jointly or severally. (12) That by recourse to which an article (such as 
a stool, household utensil or cloth) smeared with an impure substance sheds its (foul) smell 
and (impure) coating and returns to its natural state is intended to be its purifier. (13) The 
purity of a doer prompted by the ego-sense is brought about by bathing, munificence, 
askesis, age (prescribed fora certain act), strength, purificatory rites (such as investiture with 
the sacred thread) and righteous acts (like the saying of Sandhya prayers) and (above all) 
by remembering Me. A member of the twice-born classes (or even a Sudra for that matter) 
should (proceed to) do his duty (only) when purified (by these). (14) The purity of a Mantra 
(sacred formula) is brought about by learning it (properly from a qualified man) and the purity 
of an act lies in dedicating it to Me. Religious merit is acquired through (the purity of) the 
aforesaid factors (place, time, substance, agent, sacred formula and righteous act enumer- 
ated in the foregoing verses); while the reverse (their impurity) (makes for) 
unrighteousness.(15) In some cases even a virtue turns out to be a fault and vice versa in 
the light of a scriptural ordinance. (In this way) the scriptural ordinance determining the 
goodness or otherwise of a particular object cuts at the root of the distinction (of good and 
bad) itself. (16) In the case of those (already) fallen (in social rank or morals) the perpetration 
of an act similar to that which is sinful for others (not so fallen) is not (further) degrading. 
(Similarly) sexual intercourse (whith one's lawfully wedded wife during the days permitted* 
by the Sastras) when already afreed upon is a virtue (although it is a sin in the case of a 
recluse); (for) a person (already) lying (on the ground) has no chance of a (further) fall. (17) 
Aman is rid of attachment for each of those objects and actions from which he desists. This 
righteous course (in the shape of detachment) is salutary for men and dispels their grief, 
infatuation and fear. (18) 
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From (our) misconception regarding the goodness (agreeability) of an object springs up 
attachment to it in man. From attachment follows the desire to possess it and from desire 
alone ensues quarrel among men (as a sequel to such desire being thwarted by some- 
one).(19) From quarrel proceeds anger which is difficult to restrain; infatuation follows anger 
and by infatuation is soon obscured man's all-penetrating judgment (distinguishing right 
from wrong). (20) Deprived of judgment, O good one, a living being (man) is as good as 
a I cia iRieoearaee a A  -  aaNee LEIS 


“Rain water collected ina reservoir such asa tank during the rains can be used (for drinking and other purposes). Of course 
it should be avoided for three days (so that the impurities that may have flowed into it from the catchment area may settle down 
in the meantime). At other times one should wait for ten days; then (only) purity is ordained to have been brought about." 


* A Sruti text says -— 
“saat aratyien i" 


“One should copulate with one's wedded wife during the sixteen nights following the period of menstruation." 
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anon-entity. The (very) purpose (of life) of such an (almost) unconscious and dead man is 
consequently defeated. (21) Due to excessive attachment (and longing) for the pleasures of 
sense he who knows neither himself nor the Supreme lives in vain (as if unconscious) like 
a tree and breathes like the bellows (is as good as dead for all practical purposes). (22) 
woafata yo a sat tee ae setfaaern she am dunt i231 
seta fe arty wy eq aiaremea vet SAAS, 12% 1 
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Such a promise of reward (in the shape of heaven etc., contained in the Vedas as for 
example’ safari as11'— One aspiring for heaven should perform sacrifices like Aswamedha) 
does not point out the way to blessedness butis put forward only in order to create in the mind 
of men (externally inclined) a taste (for ritual acts) as introductory to an exposition of final 
beatitude, even as before administering a (dose of) bitter medicine (to a stubborn child) a 
sweet promise is made (by parents justin order to prevail upon the child to take the dose).(23) 
Indeed mortals naturally have their mind attached to objects of desire (such as wealth, cattle 
etc.), to their life (including their sense-organs, vitality, virility etc.), as well as to their own 
people (progeny, wife and so on), even though they are (ultimately) sources of misery 
(bondage) to the Self. (24) How could the (all-knowing) Veda direct such men—blind to their 
(real) interests and yet devout (convinced about the infallibility of the Vedas) and wandering 
(as a reward of their sacrificial performances) in the path of enjoyment (the superhuman 
species of life—the state of gods and other heavenly beings) and (then) entering (as a 
punishment for their cruelty to animals in the course of those sacrificial performances) the 
inanimate forms of life (such as the plant kingdom)—once more to those (very) enjoyments 
(through such texts as ‘wy aaa’, ‘arafttsaani asa ', ‘qafearit aa'— One desirous of cattle, 
one desirous of longevity,sound organs etc., and one desirous of progeny, wife and so on 
should undertake sacrificial performances) ? (25) Not knowing such intention (of the Vedas), 
some misguided people (the advocates of Karma or ritual acts) interpret the promises 
(contained in the Vedas) of fruit (in the shape of final beatitude) as offering blossoms (alone 
in the shape of heavenly enjoyment). (But) not so the knowers of (the real import of) the 
Vedas (sages Vyasa and others) indeed. (26) Men seeking pleasures of sense and 
(therefore ever) miserable, grasping, mistaking the enjoyments of heaven (which are like so 
many flowers) as the (supreme) fruit (of human endeavour) confounded by their excessive 
attachment to ritual acts (in which the sacred fire plays a prominent part) and finding the Path 
of Smoke at the end (of their life) are not able to realize their own self. (27) With ritual acts 
as the only theme of their talks and intent on gratifying their flesh, they are unable to know 
Me, though present in their heart—Me, who am this universe and from whom this universe 
has sprung up—any more than those whose eyes are bedimmed by mist are able to 
recognize even that which is close at hand, O dear Uddhava ! (28) Not knowing My opinion— 
which is not quite apparent, and which is to the effect that ifone hasa passion for destruction 
of life, it should be restricted to sacrificial performances only, and that there is no scriptural 
ordinance making it obligatory on us—those wicked men indulging in destruction of life as 
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a pastime and with their mind set on the pleasures of sense worship the gods as well as the 
manes and the rulers of evil spirits through sacrificial performances carried on by means of 
animals slaughtered with the desire of gratifying themselves. (29-30) 
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Picturing to their mind the other world—which is evanescent like the objects seen ina 
dream and a source of misery, though delightful to the ear—and the blessings sought for 
(in this world), they part with their earnings (expend them on sacrificial performance etc.), 
even as a merchant would stake his (hard-earned) fortune (in the hope of gaining 
more).(31) Rooted in Rajas, Sattva and Tamas, they worship gods etc., Indra being the 
chief of them—who (likewise) take delight in Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—and not so 
(devotedly) Myself (who stand beyond the three Gunas). (32) They indulge in the (fond) 
hope that, having worshipped the gods through sacrifices in their earthly career, they will 
ascend to heaven and revel (there), and at the end of such enjoyment (in heaven) will be 
born (again) in the terrestrial region of a high pedigree and be great householders (living 
in stately mansions). (33) Even the talk bearing on Me does not find favour with the egotistic 
and highly arrogant men who have their mind distracted thus by (seemingly) flowery 
promises (contained in the Vedas). (34) 
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These Vedas dealing with the three departments (viz., ritual acts, the worship of gods and 
Brahma-Realization) teach (as a matter of fact) the truth that Brahma (alone) constitutes the 
Self of (us) all. The Vedic texts, however, (as well as their seers) convey their meaning (only) 
indirectly (and hence itis not manifest to all at first sight) and (such indirect mode of) teaching 
(alone) is dear to Me as well (inasmuch as the pure-hearted alond can grasp the real spirit, 
the generality of men being liable to misunderstand it and be led astray). (35) (The meaning 
of) the Veda (which is Brahma manifested in the form of word) is most difficult to understand, 
consisting as it does of the vital air (the Para stage of speech), the mind (the Pasyanti stage 


residing in the Anahata Cakra, including the Madhyama stage, consisting of Buddhi or the 
intellect and residing in the Manipura Cakra located in the heart) and the organ of speech 
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(the Vaikhari state). (As consisting of the Cosmic Prana) it is endless (in point of time) and 
limitless (in space), profound (obscure) and difficult to fathom like the ocean. (36) Presided 
over by Me—the infinite Brahma, possessed of endless potencies—the said Veda is 
perceived (by the wise) in the form of the Anahata sound in (all) created beings as the fibre 
in a lotus stalk. (37) (Even) as a spider sends forth the cobweb from its heart through its 
mouth, (the Lord in the form of Hiranyagarbha working through) the vital air, essentially 
blissful, and appearing in the form of Veda, with the material of Anahata sound evolves from 
the cavity of the heart through the mind, which conceives the (various) sounds represented 
by the letters of the alphabet, the Vaikhari form of speech—flowing in a thousand channels 
and embellished with (the articulate sounds represented by the letters of the alphabet* 
classified (in Indian phonetics) as sibilants, vowels, aspirants and semi-vowels (so-called 
because they stand between the vowels, on the one hand, and consonants on the other), 
manifested out of the (sacred sound) OM (heard in a subtle form within the heart)— 
elaborated by various languages (Vedic as well as secular) and characterized by (a number 
of) metres successively consisting of four more letters than the preceding and having no limit 
or end; and Himself withdraws it. (88—40) Some of these metres are (respectively known 
by the names of) Gayatri+, Usnik, Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh, Jagati, Aticchanda, 
Atyasti, Atijagati and Ativirat. (41) None in the world other than Me knows the heart (hidden 
meaning) of this (sacred) speech (in the form of Veda)—as to what it lays down (in the section 
dealing with ritual acts), what it reveals (through the various Mantras or sacred texts in the 
section dealing with the worship of gods) and what it puts forward by way of hypothesis and 
(then) calls it in question (in the section dealing with spiritual knowledge). (42) Me (alone in 
the form of Yajiia) it enjoins (in the Karmakanda); Me (alone in the form of various deities) 
it names (in the Devatakanda); (nay,) whatever (objective existence such as ether) is 
superimposed on Me (first) and (then) negatived (in the JAanakanda) is also Myself. Taking 
its stand on Me (as the Cause of all causes and the highest Reality) the Veda posits diversity 
as amere illusion and (then), denying it, ultimately becomes quiet. This much is the import 
of all the Vedas. (43) 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 
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* The twenty-five consonants,viz., ¥,@, 7, ¥, % 4%, B, 9, %, 4, 2, 2, SZ, %, 4, 4, & 4,4, 5, #4, Yand4are collectively known 
as the sibilants. 3, 3, 3.% 4. , 2, 37 and fare known as vowels; 7, 9, ®, and ® are called the aspirants; while 4, %, aand aare 
known as the Antahsthas, 

+ Of these the Gayatri consists of 24 letters, Usnik, of 28; Anustubh, of 32 and so on. 
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Discourse XXiIl 


Categories enumerated; Distinction between Prakrti and Purusa 
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Uddhava submitted : How many are the categories or fundamental principles enumerated 
by the seers, O Ruler of the universe ? You (for your part) have referred (in Discourse XIX 
above) to nine, eleven, five and three—twenty-eight categories (in all), O Lord, as we have 
heard. (1) Some (however) speak of twenty-six categories; others, of twenty-five. Some 
(more) declare seven, nine, six and four respectively; while others mention eleven. (2) Some 
(again) declare seventeen; others, sixteen and (still) others, thirteen. With what intention do 
the sages severally declare such a (large) variety of numbers ? Be pleased O eterna! Lord, 


to tell us this. (3) sierra 
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The glorious Lord replied : Whatever the Brahmanas (well-versed in the Vedas) 
declare is but right; (for) all categories stand included in all (others). What is there hard to 
establish for those who make their assertion accepting the potency of My Maya ? (4) My 
potencies (in the form of the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas appearing as so many 
modifications of the mind)—which are (so) difficult to overcome—are at the back of those 
wrangling over the cause (of the universe) in the following strain; "It is not quite as you say ; 
what | say is correct." (5) Diversity (in the form of this universe), which is the subject of 
controversy among the disputants, follows from the disturbance of equilibrium of these 
potencies. When control of the mind and subjugation of the senses are attained, the diversity 
disappears and the controversy (also) is set at rest as a sequel to it. (6) The categories being 
comprised in one another, O jewel among men, they are enumerated as more or less 
according to the viewpoint of the speakere (by including effects ina cause and vice versa).(7) 
In a single category, whether it is a cause or an effect, are found comprised all other 
categories (viz., effects in a cause and vice versa). (8) Therefore, we accept as conclusive 
whatever is stated according to one's own viewpoint by anyone of those (disputants) seeking 


to establish the relation as cause and effect or a definite number of categories, there being 
a cogent reason behind every such assertion. (9) 
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Self-Realization in the case of the Jiva (individual soul), (who is) characterized by 
ignorance that has no beginning, cannot take place by itself (and is possible only through 
instructions imparted by another omniscient being) there must be another (being) who knows 
the truth and is able to impart His Knowledge (to the Jiva). (That is the argument advanced 
in favour of their contention by those who recognize an additional category, viz., God as apart 
from the soul and thus raise the number of categories to twenty-six.) (10) There is not the 
least difference in this body between the individual soul and God (both being of the nature 
of consciousness). (Therefore) the assumption that they are distinct from one another is 
meaningless. And knowledge (or Self-Realization) is (but) a function of Sattvaguna (a 
constituent of Prakrti). (Hence it is not necessary to recognize a twenty-sixth category in the 
shape of God in order to rationalize the possibility of Self-Realization. This is the stand taken 
by those who recognize only twenty-five principles.) (11) Prakrti (primordial Matter) is (only 
another name for) the (state of) equilibrium of the (three) Gunas. Therefore, Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas—which are (severally) responsible for the continuance, appearance and 
disappearance of the universe—are the adjuncts of Prakrti and not of the Spirit (who is anon- 
doer and hence cannot be accepted as the ground of the three Gunas responsible for the 
continuance etc., of the universe). (12) Knowledge, according to this (latter) classification, 
is spoken of as (but) a modification of Sattva ; action, of Rajas; and ignorance, of Tamas (all 
the three of which are comprised in Prakrti; hence action and ignorance too are included in 
Prakrti). (Again,) Time is (no other than) God (who is responsible for the disturbance of 
equilibrium of the Gunas or modes of Prakrti) and Swabhava (nature) is the Mahat-tattva (the 
principle of cosmic intelligence, which is all-powerful (Hence it is not necessary to multiply 
categories in both these classifications).(13) 
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(Of the twenty-eight categories mentioned in verse | above, in four groups of nine, eleven, 
five and three respectively, the last, three viz., the three Gunas, which are included by others 
in Prakrti have thus been enumerated. Of the remaining twenty-five) Purusa (the Spirit, 
comprising God as wellas the individual soul, both of which are conscious by nature), Prakrti 
(primordial Matter), Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), Ahankara (the cosmic 
Ego), ether, the air, fire, water and earth (in their gross form)—these are the nine categories 
(already) referred to by Me (in verse 1 above). (14) The (five) faculties (senses) of cognition 
(perception), viz., the senses of hearing, touch, sight, smell and taste; the (five) organs of 
action, viz., the organ of speech, hands, the organ of generation, the organ of defecation and 
feet, and the mind, the controller of both (the senses of preception and the organs of action); 
the (five) varieties of sense-objects, viz., sound, touch, taste, smell and colour—these are 
the other eleven and five categories mentioned in verse 1 supra. Locomotion and speech, 
urination and defecation and handicraft are the (five) functions of the organs of actions (and 
no separate categories). (15-16) Appearing in the form of (the sixteen) evolutes (viz., the five 
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gross elements, the ten Indriyas and the mind) and the (seven) causal principles (viz., the 
Mahat-tattva, Ahankara and the five objects of sense) indeed, Prakrti (being the material 
cause) undergoes the state of being created etc., through Sattva and the other (two) Gunas 
(or modes of Prakrti) at the time of creation etc., of this (visible) universe; whereas the 
immutable Purusa (being the efficient cause) looks on (as a mere witness). (17) Energized 
by aglance from the Purusa and united with one another, fundamental principles like Mahat- 
tattva (which enter into the constitution of the universe), undergoing transformation, bring 
forth the cosmic egg with the help of Prakrti (their source). (18) 
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According to the view that the fundamental principles are (only) seven (vide verse 2 
above), the five elements beginning with ether, (the principle of) consciousness (viz., the 
subject or Jiva) and the (universal) Spirit, the Ground of both (the subject and the object), 
these are the (seven) categories (Prakrti etc., the causal principles, being included in their 
evolutes); from the above-named (seven categories) spring up the body, the Indriyas (the 
five senses of perception and the five organs of action) as well as the vital airs (comprising 
the evolutes, all of which are likewise included in their causes). (19) (Similarly) even 
according to the view (also referred to in verse 2 above) that the fundamental principles are 
six (only), they are the five elements, the sixth being the Supreme Person. Having evolved 
this (objective) universe in conjunction with the former (viz., the elements), sprung from 
Himself, He enters it (as its Inner Controller). (According to this view all objective existences 
should be taken as covered by the five elements and the individual soul by the Universal 
Spirit.) (20) Even according to the view (also mentioned in verse 2 above) that the categories 
are four only, they are fire, water and earth (the source of and as such no other than food), 
evolved from the Spirit (the fourth principle). (Prakrti and the other causal principles should 
be recognized here as included in their three evolutes enumerated in this verse and the other 
two elements, viz., ether and the air too likewise included in them or rejected as superfluous.) 
By means of the aforesaid (four) categories indeed has this evolution of the universe (which 
is made up of so many parts) taken place. (21) According to the view (referred to in verse 
3 above) which enumerates seventeen principles, they are the five elements, the five 
Tanmatras (objects of senses) and the five senses of perception alongwith the one mind, and 
the Atma (or the Spirit, which includes the individual soul as well as the Universal Spirit) being 
recognized as the seventeenth. (22) Likewise, according to the view (also mentioned in verse 
3) which enumerates sixteen categories, the Atma itself (in its thinking aspect) is spoken of 
as the mind. (Again, according to the view, finding mention in verse 3 above, which 
recognizes only thirteen categories) the five elements (including the five Tanmatras) and the 
same number of senses (that reveal them), the mind and the twofold Spirit (viz., the individual 
soul and the Universal Spirit) constitute the thirteen principles. (23) According to the view 
(referred to in verse 2) restricting the number of categories to eleven (only), they comprise 
the aforesaid Atma (which includes the individual soul as well as the mind), the (five) gross 
elements and the (five) senses (of perception). (Similarly according to the view, also 
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mentioned in verse 2, recognizing nine categories only) the eight causal principles* (viz, the 
five elements, the mind, the intellect and the ego) and Purusa (the Spirit)—these are the nine 
categories (the evolutes being included in the causal principles). (24) Thus the fundamental 
principles have been reckoned in different ways by the seers. All that reckoning is justified 
supported, as it is by reason. What is there unbecoming on the part éf the wise ? (25) 
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Uddhava submitted : Although both Prakrti (Primordial Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit) 
are essentially distinct (one from the other), their diversity is not perceived, O Krsna, because 
of their inter-relation. (26) The Spirit is seen in (and through) the body (a product of Matter) 
alone and Prakrti (body) too is seen in (as identical with) the Self. Be pleased (therefore), O 
lotus-eyed One, to resolve the grave doubt in my mind in this matter by Your clever words 
supported with reason, O omniscient Lord ! (27) Since enlightenment in this world comes to 
the Jivas (embodied souls) through You (alone), and the obscuration of knowledge (too) 


follows from Your energy (in the shape of Avidya or Nescience), therefore You alone know 
the course of Your own Maya, and none else. (28) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Prakrti (the body) and Purusa (the soul)—there is radical 
difference between the two, O jewel among men! This psycho-physical organism (which is 
a product of Prakrti) undergoes numerous changes (in the course of its existence) inasmuch 
as it owes its existence to a disturbance in the equilibrium of the three Gunas (while the soul 
is absolutely changeless). (29) My Maya (enchanting potency), O loved one, consisting as 
it does of the three Gunas, creates by means of those (very) Gunas differences as well as 
the manifold notions difference. (Though limitless in variety) this changeable universe is 
(broadly speaking) threefold (in character); one (such) variety is Adhyatma; the next (in 


order) is Adhidaiva and the other is Adhibhuta. (30) The sense of sight (for example) falls 
under the category of Adhyatma; colour (its object) is Adhibhuta and the solar element 


* Cf Bhagavadgita Vil, 4 
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existing in the organ of sight (which enables it to perceive light) is Adhidaiva. Everyone of 
these (three) depends for its existence on the other two. That which exists in the sky (viz., 
the orb of the sun, however), being self-existent, is independent of these three. (Similarly) 
since the Atma—being the cause of all these (Adhyatma etc.)—is (their witness and 
therefore) different from them, (therefore) by virtue of its own (self-existent) conscious nature 
illumines all illuminating agents (Adhyatma etc.). (Just as the eye has been shown above to 
have three aspects,) the tactile sense, the auditory sense, the palate, the olfactory sense as 
well as the intellect, the mind, the ego and the faculty of reason (also) should be (similarly) 
understood to possess a threefold character. (31) The modification evolved out of the Mahat- 
tattva—which has its root in Prakrti—through the instrumentality of Kala (the Time-Spirit) or 
God, whois responsible for disturbing the equilibrium of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), 
viz., Ahankara (the cosmic ego), and which is of three kinds, viz., Vaikarika (Sattvika), 
Tamasika and Aindriya (Rajasika), lies at the root of the notion of difference brought into 
being by ignorance about the Self. (32) The controversy whether the Self as distinguished 
from the body exists or not is the result of not realizing the Self. Though meaningless 
(inasmuch as it is capable of being set at rest by Self-Realization) it does not cease in the 
case of men whose mind is turned away from Me, their real Self. (33) 
TET SAT 
wa: wigefia: wpa: ania: sat serra am tem Jara fagaia a ia! 
ararenfe afere  efferermareafa: | a daa saat witch fasta: aha afar: 1341 

Uddhava submitted : Tell me, O Protector of cows ! how men whose mind is turned 
away from You take and (then) give up corporeal forms, high and low, in conformity with 
actions performed by themselves, O Lord! (in other words) how the omnipresent Self could 
pass from one body to another, how actions could be ascribed to the actionless, and how 
birth and death could be attributed to that which is beyond birth and death. Itis a thing which 
cannot be easily conceived by men of poor understanding; for, generally speaking there 
are none in the world who are conversant with this topic, deluded as people are (by Your 


Maya). (34-35) 
MT TATAT 
ma: and gonfafed: wefan creer sored omen aaqada 136! 
wae TAS fara, ser, aaa | see, dled, atest epfted areata 1301 
farnfares ae a et isd =| Hefasdrdarerafaesia: 1321 
wa aia ya: adres yftei fawadigit = osreder | aa: 13¢1 
wi wind det med a ereatiaa oo yafwarenangd = arqasafa xo! 
shergee «afaed ofa | agi) afecaftiaashtisasrare, aa 1g 
fea ag ya vata a vata al areamerai yeaa aad 142! 
aafeiat aitat a wert al awd: | ada Ady aaisaenea: gar: 1431 
ast auistetat aad ataai ated Hem atsad gerfafa gor yer titeiferery ie | 
Wwe addisa ard aise gar fra art wre aanfaetedaa: iu 
The glorious Lord replied : United with the five senses (as well as with the five organs 
of action and the five subtle elements), the mind of the Jivas, consisting as it does of latencies 


of Karma, travels from one body to another; and the soul, though distinct from it, follows it 
(identified as it is with that mind). (36) Being under the sway of Karma (destiny which 
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determines the nature of future existence), the mind contemplates (at the dying moment) 
objects (actually) seen or heard of (promised in the Vedas and brought to the forefront by the 
said destiny) and, being reborn in the midst of those (contemplated) objects, gets insensible 
to his present surroundings. The memory (too of his present life) ceases thereafter. (37) 
When through deep attachment for (identification with) a new body 'the mind no longer 
remembers the previous body, this complete forgetfulness of a Jiva (about the body with 
which he was identified till the last moment), brought about by some reason (or other in the 
shape of the Prarabdha which kept him tied down to the previous body having been 
exhausted) constitutes his death (in relation to that body). (38) And the wise declare the birth 
of a Jiva to consist in completely identifying himself with a particular body just as a dream 
and a reverie consist in one's identifying oneself with the body appearing in a dream or a 
reverie, O giver of plenty ! (39) Just as the Jiva identified with the present body no longer 
remembers the preceding one, the dreaming soul or the soul drowned ina reverie no longer 
remembers (the body of) a preceding dream or a preceding reverie; nay, he visualizes his 
self, though old (existing from before) as if it had newly come into existence. (40) Due to the 
coming into existence of a body (the seat of the ten Indriyas) or due to the appearance in 
another setting of the mind (which forms the background of the ten Indriyas) a threefold 
distinction (in the form of the mind, senses and body) appears in the (one) Self (the only 
reality), as a result of which the Self becomes the occasion for internal and external 
differences, just as a Jiva assumes a number of undesirable bodies in the course of adream 
and appears manifold or just as a man begetting a number of wicked children, though one, 
assumes different relations with reference to the friends and enemies etc., of those children 
and appears diversified. (41) As a matter of fact, O dear Uddhava, (the bodies of) created 
beings come into existence and perish every moment by action of Time, whose velocity is 
too subtle to be perceived; and it is due to this subtlety that their appearance and 
disappearance in quick succession every momentare not seen. (42) Asin the case of flames 
of lamps, the currents of streams and the fruits of a tree, so in the case of all created beings 
their age, condition etc., are determined (by Time). (43) (Just) as the notion (entertained) and 
assertion (made) about (a series of) flames (arising and disappearing in place of one 
another) that this is the same flame, or about the particles of water following one after another 
in a stream that this is the same water are false, so it is the unwise alone (whose life is spent 
in vain) that entertain the notion and make the assertion about bodies arising and 
disappearing in place of one another at the same spot that this is the same body. (44) Even 
such (an ignorant) Jiva is neither born nor dies as a result of its Karma continuing in the form 
of a seed. Yet through illusion (in the form of false identification with the body etc.), it appears 
to be born (though really unborn) and also dies as it were (though immortal), (just) as fire 
(though abiding in the form of an element till the end of the Kalpa) appears to come into 
existence and die through illusion (as a result of contact with fire-wood and the cessation of 
such contact respectively). (45) 


fraanisrants aaa cae qaiftaaemena 16 | 
ual Tanenriigirereraarey: | qurageued afer, aafarerarta a Isl 
ae: fiqaeaetat wore waTeeqaefas = game: xc! 
aiefsfearenrat «at fag avtfeerot apr wed ger ad: gare ie! 
septanrarntataenae: WAM area wetaeye: «deat ofa uo! 
weagat tar eTeTAS! asa Yatadacd oft anf aria: 1ue 1 
Fa waa: we adargets aM ws ata weaatiserarda 1421 
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am wires fasnqual yuri asepis aed am wan aiar: iux! 
af afasmmst deft fraddi aed fava aasairat aa yu 
wae oo yeaa fawarmafetsa: | aremmenfaatd cpa aaa wa 14s! 
fadisamfadisate: seeitsgfadisaar | asa: afaagt at gen at afterfaa: 1401 
fafeat afacdt  argtedgdta anf: | Seren: apTa STAMISSHATTSML 1 4C | 


Entry into the womb (in the form of seed), gestation and birth, infancy (extending up to 
the age of five), boyhood (extending up to the age of sixteen), youth (extending up to the age 
of forty-five), middle age (extending up to the age of sixty), old age and death—these are the 
nine states of the body. (46) These states, high and low—brought about by one's own desire 
of course—of a body (which is other than the Self) a certain individual soul accepts as one's 
own through false identification with Matter; while another with great difficulty disowns them 
(by grace of God). (47) One's own birth (including the preceding two states, which cannot be 
directly known by oneself) can be inferred from the birth of one's son and death from that of 
one's father. The knower of things subject to birth and death can never be subject to birth and 
death (himself). (48) He who comes to know the birth (sprouting) of an annual plant from its 
seed andits end fromits being shrivelled up after yielding its fruit (in the shape of food-grains), 
sucha seeris distinct from the plant. Even so the seer of a body (viz., the soul) is distinct from 
the body. (Therefore, he who knows these states of the body is not affected by them though 
dwelling in the body.) (49) Failing to distinguish the Spirit from Matter in the aforesaid manner 
and getting deeply attached to the pleasures of sense as the only reality, the ignorant Jiva 
undergoes transmigration. (50) Made to revolve (in the whirligig of metempsychosis) by his 
actions, a man attains to the regions of gods and Asis through application to virtues (born 
of Sattvaguna), like control of the mind and the senses to the realm of demons (the 
subterranean regions) and human beings (the terrestrial plane) through devotion to lust etc., 
(born of Rajoguna) and descends to the realm of spirits and to the scale of sub-human 
creatures (and even immobile creation) through close application to grief and infatuation etc., 
(born of Tamoguna). (51) Justas aman whosees others dancing and singing (naturally) tries 
to imitate them, so the soul, though actionless, is made to follow the movements of the body 
etc., prompted by the intellect, when it sees them (and takes them to be its own). (52) (Just) 
as by the side of moving water the trees also appear as though moving, the activity etc., of 
the body are reflected in the Self. And (just) as when the eye is made to revolve (alongwith 
our body) the earth (around us too) is seen as though revolving (alongwith us), the 
excellences attributed to the objects of senses by the perceiving mind appear to existin them, 
though not actually existing. (53) (Again) just like the experiences of a reverie or those of a 
dream our sense-experiences as well as our identification with the body etc., are false, O 
scion of Dasarha ! (54) Even though pleasurable and painful experiences do not belong to 
the soul, (suffering entailed by) metempsychosis does not cease for him who dwells on the 
pleasures of sense (as something enjoyed by the Self), any more than calamities (which are 
anything but real) cease to befall a dreaming man (till he is fully awake). (55) Therefore, 
Uddhava, do not enjoy (any more) the pleasures of sense with your vile senses (which are 
so difficult to gratify and are sure to lead you to perdition if indulged without restraint). Look 
upon the varied experiences (both of the pleasurable and painful type) as illusory and as 
reflected in the soul (only) because of our ignorance about its true nature (as the ground of 
all experiences). (56) Whether reproached or insulted, ridiculed or belittled, beaten or tightly 
bound (with ropes) etc., or deprived of one's means of livelihood, literally spat or urinated 
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upon by the wicked and thus shaken in many ways from one's fixity in the Self by the ignorant, 
and even when reduced to straits, a seeker of blessedness should (try to) redeem oneself 
by recourse to reason. (57-58) 


TET FAT e 
adage aq to aaah at again a ararmefm 14 
faqerafa faa spied acted at asada aaa acme igo! 
fa Sierras HE IRA Hearsay gases: 1221 

Uddhava submitted : (Pray,) tell us (all seekers of blessedness), O Jewel among 
speakers, how! should get enlightened thus (so as to be able to put up with all such outrages). 
| regard such outrage to oneself by the wicked as most difficult to bear even for the knowing, 
except (of course) those who are engaged in duties pleasing to You (such as chanting and 
hearing Your names and glories) and have found shelter in Your feet and whose passions 
have (accordingly) been stilled; for nature (in the form of tendency to revolt against 


ill-treatment) is (indeed) very powerful (and therefore hard to conquer), O Soul of the 
universe ! (59-60) 


Thus ends the twenty-second discourse in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 


ZY Walfaanseara: 


Discourse XXIII 


The Episode of a forbearing Brahmana 


RTO AT 
a owarifaa saat oo amaage creeper: | 
aur, yaaa TPR aya sauirrard: 1 2 1 
Sri Suka (the son of Vedavyasa) began again : Thus prayed to by Uddhava, the 
foremost of the Lord's devotees, and welcoming the words of His servant (Uddhava), Lord 


Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) the Jewel of the Dasarhas, the story of whose exploits 
is worth listening to, addressed him (as follows). (1) 


ama a a aa aed giate: | geben oa: amrengitar 1 2 
a aan mad fag: aR amt: gett: ae qefa aren wedi oaaea: | 3 | 
mera Tequatafceratterga | ae auifrenty frat: qamfea: i x | 
aafaq faa wd ofa ait: ena gf faa fairs 4 | 


The glorious Lord said : Indeed, there is scarcely any pious soul in this world, O pupil 
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of the sage Brhaspati, who isseally able to compose his mind agitated by the abusive words 
uttered by a wicked fellow. (2) A man is not so (severely) pained when pierced by shafts that 
have deeply entered his vital parts as indeed by the shaft-like pungent words of the wicked, 
that wrankle in his heart and torment him. (3) In this connection the wise narrate, O Uddhava, 
a most sacred story (of his despondency) told by some mendicant, who was subjected to 
indignity by wicked people and (yet) remained full of composure, recongnizing it to be the 
consequence of his own (evil) deeds. | shall (presently) relate it to you; please hear it with 
a fully concentrated mind. (4-5) 


satay faa: afserdiqrers: frer aright: aadkg art qalishrantas: 1 6 
armashererea aeaunfa aria: | qenaaa arenfa are artes: | 0 | 
qaiiee meter aA Gaara: | are sfeat gem fawoun ara fe! < | 
aad oo wafer «6 etaetena: iodide awe; seit: |< | 
Aaa aaa afte | safsenrestarert agrareaahara: 1201 
araat rye: frfaa, fafa cera Sega | daa: sere: fanfare werreirfarisiard | <2 | 
a wa gad ap enferafaafsia: | sifaas =aortiaraara | grea R21 
aad oad ai apoeeofes: | feet arruse fre: gery 122! 


In the principality of Avanti (Malwa) there lived a certain Brahmana richly endowed with 
wealth, though parsimonious’, lascivious, greedy and most irascible, and pursued the 
vocation of agriculture and trade. (6) Neither relatives nor guests were (ever) honoured by 
him even with bare words. (Nay,) living in a house devoid of piety and ritual acts, even his 
own person was never gratified with pleasures when there was time for it. (7) The relations 
and servants, (nay, even) the wife and sons as well as the daughters of that ill-behaved and 
stingy fellow felt disgusted (with him) and not only did not do what was liked by him but 
(actually) bore ill-will to him. (8) The five claimants (viz., the gods, the manes, the subhuman 
species, human beings, i.e., newcomers and the Brahmana seers, to whom offerings are 
made during the five great sacrifices) got angry at that Brahmana, who (simply) guarded his 
wealth like a Yaksa (a species of demigods) as aforesaid, was destitute of piety and 
enjoyment (both) and (as such) had fallen from this world as well as from the next. (9) Even 
the wealth—that had cost him so much (fruitless) exertion through pursuits (like agriculture) 
which entailed untold hardships—of that Brahmana, whose (residual) stock of merit had run 
out through his neglect of the said (five) claimants, O liberal-minded Uddhava, met with 
destruction. (10) The relations seized a portion of the wealth of that unworthy Brahmana, 
robbers laid their hands on anfgher, O Uddhava; while the rest was lost through the agency 
of Providence (in the shape of fire etc., time, the king and other human beings. (11) His wealth 
having been lostin the aforesaid manner, the Brahmana, who was destitute of (all) piety and 
enjoyment and was neglected by his own people, gave way to anxiety that was hard to 
overcome. (12) A very great despondency overtook the Brahmana, who, having lost his 
wealth, had been reduced to a pitiable condition and had thus lorig been brooding over his 
lot and sorrowing with his throat choked with tears. (13) 


* A Kadarya (miser) has been defined in a Smrti text as follows:— 
arn iged 4 qaenia treaq 1 tanfatyaia a aed oft aya: 
“He is spoken of as a miser, who allows his own self (body), sons and wife, deities guests and servants and (even) his. 
sacred duties to suffer (on account of his stinginess)." 
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And he said (to himself) as follows:— "Oh, what a pity ! In vain has this body been 
subjected to suffering by me, who took such (great) pains over (the acquisition of) wealth 
neither for religious merit nor for self-gratification ! (14) Generally the riches of misers never 
contribute to their (bodily) comfort (or happiness). In this life, on the other hand, they conduce 
to the agony of their soul; and when a miser is no more (in this world) they lead him to hell 
(as a result of neglect of his obligatory and other duties). (15) Just as white leprosy spoils an 
exterior worth coveting, even a little greed mars the immaculate glory of the glorious and the 
laudable qualities that exist in those possessing merit. (16) Bodily exertion, apprehension, 
anxiety and delusion fall to the lot of men engaged in the acquisition of wealth, in augmenting 
and preserving it once it has been acquired, and anxiety (grief alone) is involved in its 
expenditure, loss and enjoyment. (17) (Moreover) since the tendency to misappropriate 
others' property, violence, mendacity, hypocrisy, covetousness and anger, pride, arrogance, 
discord, animosity, distrust, a spirit of rivalry and fondness for women in general, love of 
gambling and addiction to wine—these fifteen evils found in men are believed to have their 
source in wealth; therefore, a seeker of (final) beatitude should abandon from a distance the 
evil going by the name of wealth (lit., that which is solicited). (18-19) (One's own) brothers, 
wife, parents and uncles as well as one's near and dear ones, who were (once) full of love, 
nay, had identity of interest, are all estranged in no time by #single shell and converted into 
enemies. (20) Agitated and incensed over the question of the least wealth, these people cast 
at once (all) affection to the winds and, full of jealousy, forsake in no time and (even) take 
the life of their rival. (21) They who, having secured a human birth—worthy of being solicited 
even by immortals—and there too the status of a Brahmana, the foremost of the twice-born, 
and yetignoring it, mar (fail to achieve) their self-interest (in the shape of final beatitude) meet 
with an evil destiny (go down to hell as a result of their addiction to the evils enumerated in 
verse 18 above). (22) Having obtained this (human) body, the gateway to heaven as well as 
to final beatitude, what mortal man would get attached to wealth, the abode of (all) evil ? (23) 
He who guards his wealth like a Yaksa, neither propitiates (by means of it) the gods, the Rsis, 
the manes and (other) living beings kinsmen, relatives and other claimants nor himself and 
goes down (to perdition). (24) My fortune, lifetime and strength, through which men of 
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understanding achieve perfection, have (all) been carelessly spent, occupied as | have 
been with My fruitless endeavours in the cause of (amassing) wealth. What can | possibly 
accomplish now, as | have grown old ? (25) Wherefore does a man alive to the evil 
repeatedly allow himself to be troubled so much by his futile endeavours for (the acquisition 
of) wealth ? To be sure this world stands fully enchanted by the deluding potency of some 
(unknown and unseen) agency. (26) What purpose of a man whois (already in the process 
of) being devoured by Death could be served by riches or by those that confer wealth (on 
him) and what is to be gained (by him) through enjoyments sought after by the world or 
those that cater for (such) enjoyments or (for that matter) through actions that are 
conducive to rebirth ? (27) 


TR ownage: adeama aft: 1 a4 at eater fdesra: ga: 1221 
aise crrevastior | aafaelssare: | araritshaerara afe er fag srr 1291 
wma OTe tafe: | qed wae Wealg: AMATI 1301 
“Surely Lord Sri Hari, who embodies in His person all the gods, by whom | have been 
reduced to this predicament, is pleased with me, and (it is through His pleasure alone that) 
despondency has come over me, which will serve (me) as a bark (to cross the ocean of 
metempsychosis). (28) Complacent of mind and (wide) awake to all my interests, |, who 
have (luckily enough) been reduced to such a (pitiable) plight, shall during what (little) 
time—if any—is left (at my disposal) attenuate my body (through askesis). (29) Let the 
gods who are the rulers of the three worlds (earth, heaven and the intermediate region) 
shower their grace on me in the aforesaid state. (1 feel reassured by the thought that) 
Khatwanga (an ancient king) attained in no time Vaikuntha (the realm of Lord Visnu, which 
is a manifestation of Brahma)" (30) 


STATA 
sara wae mere farawe: | ser eeersiia ait fara: 1321 
a var weiter saat: i feared = areoraagisofardistaard 1321 
a a yaad = faamagaqasen: | apr wea we agifa: oftafafe: 1331 
fafa ay oo ase dis aciserga a aut chain dea 13x) 
waa Oren oaftfareegda: ior a Mere yar aftr 1341 
Tara a ufos: see a yf adared arate areata a af aa 1a6l 
were afta: erisafafa aries: | cata mar a Afae aearat aerate 13191 
faotasarra wa asa: ae: afufaa sat afrraéia aorta: 13¢! 
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sae feet cacao aad aeateeecion aterm fem ivol 
Wa alfa ad Ata Ae a a amore fe om wAqeaa xe! 
ufiy = sat Tarrmad | aera: | orate: ented gfrarera ara se | 
The glorious Lord continued : Having thus resolved in his mind, the Brahmana (the 


foremost of the twice-born classes) who belonged to Avanti undid the knots (in the shape of 


the ego-sense and the feeling of myness) existing in his heart and turned out to be a peacefu 
escotic subsisting on atins. (Ft) With ts mad, senses and breath fully controlled he 
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traversed this globe and entered towns villages (only) for (begging) alms (and that too) 
incognito and unattached. (32) Seeing that aged mendicant untidy (in appearance), wicked 
people ill-treated him in numerous insulting ways, O good Uddhava ! (33) Some snatched 
away his triple bamboo staff (carried as a symbol of complete renunciation); others, his 
(begging) bowl and Kamandalu (vessel made of cocoanut shell for carrying water); some 
took away his seat and string of Rudraksa beads and still others, his quilt of rags and even 
strips of cloth. (34) Returning them (once) or (simply) showing them (as if offering them back) 
they would snatch them from the ascetic once more; nay, while he partook on the riverside 
of the food got by way of alms, they would snatch away that (too). (35) People who were 
extremely vile (even) spat and urinated on his head; they forced him to speak while he was 
silent and would thrash him if he did not. (36) Calling him a thief, others threatened him with 
words: while others tied him with a rope, exclaiming "Let him be bound, let him be bound !" (37) 
Some would insultingly taunt him, saying "He is (in the heart of his hearts) a rogue, though 
(outwardly) carrying a (triple) staff as an emblem of piety. Deserted by his own people on his 
wealth having been depleted, he has adopted this course of life (as a means of livelihood 
rather than in a spirit of renunciation)." (38) Others would ridicule him saying "Oh, this most 
robust fellow is firm as a huge mountain.Strong of resolution like a heron he seeks to gain 
his end through (a vow of) silence !" while others broke wind at him. (Nay,) people (even) tied 
and restrained that Brahmana (even) as a bird kept for diversion. (39-40) Whatever 
affliction—caused by any living being, brought about by Providence, or having its source in 
his own body—thus came to him he took each as his own lot to be worked out by him (and 
reconciled himself with it).(41) Ill-treated (as aforesaid) by the basest of men benton bringing 
about his downfall (by forcing him to abandon his course of conduct befitting a recluse), and 
(yet) adhering to his duty and resorting to firmness of a Sattvika type (as depicted in Gita, 
XVIII. 33), the mendicant sang the following song. (42) 
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The Brahmana said : Neither these people nor any deity nor the self nor the stars nor 
Karma nor the Time-Spirit is responsible for my joys and sorrows. The Sruti texts declare 
the mind alone to be the cause (of our joys and sorrows)—the (same) mind which sets 
going the course of worldly existence. (43) The powerful mind indeed sets into operation 
the three Gunas (by giving rise to attachment and aversion etc.), and from the latter 
proceed actions of various kinds—immaculate (Sattvika or virtuous), black (Tamasika or 
sinful) and bright (Rajasika or of a mixed type—virtuous as well as sinful); thence crop up 
(the various) states of existence conforming to the colour (character) of those actions. (44) 
Co-existing with the thinking mind (as the Inner Controller), yet unattached to its 
operations, and full of wisdom, God, who is a friend (director) of mine (the Jiva), merely 
looks on with His unclouded vision. Accepting as its own self the mind, which unfolds the 
universe within itself, and enjoying the objects of the senses through attachment with the 
three Gunas, the Jiva (individual soul) gets bound. (45) Liberality (to the poor), devotion 
to one's allotted duty, observance of the five Niyamas (viz., 1-external purity, 2-content- 
ment, 3-austerity, 4-study of the scriptures and chanting of the Divine Name and 5-self- 
surrender to God) and the five Yamas (viz., 1-non-violence, 2-truthfulness, 3-non- 
thieving, 4-continence and 5-non-acquisition of property), learning, meritorious acts and 
noble vows—all find their culmination in control of the mind; for subjugation of the mind 
(alone) constitutes the highest Yoga (wisdom). (46) Say whatis there to be accomplished 
through charitable gifts etc., by him whose mind is perfectly calm and collected ? And 
what other object can be achieved through these gifts etc., by him whose mind is 
uncontrolled or inert (through languor etc.) ? (47) Indeed others, i.e., the senses (or even 
the gods presiding over them—viz., Brahma and others) are under the control of the 
mind. But the mind does not readily come under the control of anyone else; for the god 
(of a mind) is redoubtable (being the cause of the manifold worldly sufferings) and more 
powerful than the powerful, so that he who is able to bring it under control is adorable 
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even to the gods.*(48) Unable to conquer that enemy (in the guise of the mind), of irresistible 
tempo, which is (so) difficult to conquer (otherwise than by the Lord's grace), and which 
torments the (very) vitals, some deluded persons thereupon make friends, neutrals and 
enemies of men and wage a wicked warfare in this world. (49) Taking this body (of their 
own)—a creation of their mind (alone)—as their very self and the body of their son, wife etc., 
as theirs, men of clouded judgment, labouring under the misapprehension that this is my own 
self and he is another, revolve in the world of matter (enveloped in the darkness of 
ignorance), the end of which is difficult to reach. (50) If, however, an individual is (held to be) 
responsible for our joy and sorrow, even in this case what does it matter to the soul (which is 
neither the giver nor the experiencer of joy and sorrow) ? The capacity to give and experience 
joy and sorrow indeed belongs to two earthly bodies (and not to the soul, which is devoid of 
action and as such incapable of giving or experiencing sorrow). If ever a man (unwittingly) 
bites his own tongue with his own teeth, with which of them should he get angry on his 
experiencing pain through such biting ? (51) If any god (presiding over any particular Indriya) 
is held to be responsible for (our) sorrow (or joy), let it be so. Even then what does it matter 
to the soul (which neither inflicts nor suffers pain) ? The capacity to inflict and suffer pain 
belongs to the two gods inflicting and suffering pain (through the organs presided over by 
them and not to the soul, which is devoid of form and beyond all change).When a (particular) 
limb (presided over by one deity) in one's own body is (ever) smitten by another (presided 
over by a differeent god) at which of the two limbs (or gods) should the man get angry ? (52) 
If the sould is responsible (for our joys and sorrows) (even) then what blame attaches to 
another, one's own intrinsic nature being responsible for one's joys and sorrows ? (If, 
however, it is argued that others becomes instrumental in such modification of the soul, my 
reply is that) there is no entity other than the soul (which is all comprehensive—‘w4 afeaé 
wei'as the Sruti says); if there is (or appears to be), itis illusory. Hene their is neither joy nor 
sorrow. Wherefore (then) should one feel angry (at all) ? (53) If the stars (are held to be) 
responsible for (one's) joys and sorrows, what responsibility attaches to the soul, which is 
birthless? They exert their influence only on a body which is subject to birth (and death). 
(Moreover) the astrologers declare the evil (or good) influence exerted by the stars as falling 
directly on a (fellow) star (the star which happened to be at the ascendant at the birth of a 
man and only indirectly on the personality born at that particular time because of the deity 
presiding over that star identifying itself with the said personality). At whom (then) should the 
soul, which is other than the star as well as from the body born under its influence, get angry 
? (54) If Karma (action done in a previous or even the present life) is (held to be) responsible 
for (one's) joys and sorrows, let it be (so). (Even in that case) what responsibility attaches 
to the soul ? For, action is possible only in the event of the being a substance (both) material 
and conscious. (That alone which is material is subject to change and no one who is not 
conscious can engage in a pursuit conducive to one's own interests.) The body, however, 
is material (and is not alive to its own interests); while the soul consists of pure wisdom (and 
is therefore never liable to change). Hence Karma, which is the root of joy and sorrow, does 
not exist (at all). At whom (then) should one feel angry ? (55) If, however, Kala (the Time- 
Spirit) is (believed to be) responsible for one's joy and sorrow, (even) in that case what 
responsibility attaches to the soul ? (For) the soul (being a fragment of Brahma) is the same 
as Kala (which is identical with Brahma). No suffering can come to a part from the whole any 
more than the heat of fire could burn an individual flame or the coldness of ice could benumb 
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a particle of it. (Nay, the soul is the same as the Supreme and) there can be no pair of 
contraries (€.g.,joy and sorrow) to the Supreme. (Such being the case,) at whom should one 
be angry ? (56) Through (the agency or instrumentality of) none and at no place or time and 
on no account can there be any connection of the Self—which lies beyond Prakrti (the ultimate 
cause of the universe)—with the pairs of opposites (such as joy and sorrow) as there is in 
the case of Ahankara (the ego-sense), which reveals the world (even though it does not exist 
in the Self). (Hence) he who has awakened to this truth has no fear from (other) created 
beings. (57) Embracing the aforesaid conclusion regarding the Supreme Spirit, adopted by 
the most ancient and eminent seers, I, such as | am, shall get over this mundane existence 
(having its root in the darkness of ignorance—which is (so) difficult to cross—through 
worship of the feet of Sri Krsna (the Bestower of Liberation) alone. (58) 


MATA TATA 
fide oapefaot naga: sar oni wien gem 
Prremisatata = wemfegafindisg «= ye) meu 
wags ara: qewerefawn: | fieteniiaftva: «Waren: Fa: 1601 
wea watered ara yen wat fire wenaferra a WaTaRL arrae: 1621 
a Unt fran sist wats aenfea: | eresgresgu «= -_gatarfieya ge) 
gfe oirerrad Fer Rae Stearate safeties: 123 | 


The glorious Lord went on: Getting disgusted with the pleasures of sense and leaving 
his home and wandering over the earth, the ascetic—whose depression of spirits was gone 
even though he had lost his fortune, and who did not budge from his righteous course of 
conduct though ill-treated as aforesaid by the wicked—chanted the foregoing song. (59) 
None other brings joy or sorrow to the Jiva (embodied soul). Friends, neutrals and foes, nay, 
the (whole) world is an illusion of the mind, engendered by ignorance (about the Self). (60) 
Endowed with an intelleet focussed on Me, therefore, O dear Uddhava, control the mind by 
all means; such is the highest consummation of Yoga (wisdom). (61) He who hears or 
repeats (to others) or remembers with a concentrated mind this song chanted by the 
(aforesaid) mendicant, bearing as it does on absorption in Brahma, is never overpowered 
by pairs of opposites (such as joy and sorrow). (62) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIV 


A Dissertation on Sankhya-Yoga 
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The glorious Lord began again:! shall now fully expound before you the truth 
underlying the doctrine of Sankhya as conclusively ascertained by the ancient seers (Kapila 
and others), realizing which a man bids fair to shed at once the delusion (in the shape of 
varied experiences such as joy and sorrow etc.), occasioned by the notion of difference (as 
between oneself and others). (1) During the period of final dissolution (before the Yugas 
began to run their course), in the very first Satya Yuga (at the beginning of creation) and 
whenever there are men shrewd of judgment, (in their eyes too) the subjective consciousness 
(in the shape of the seer) as well as the entire objective existence was one absolutely 
undifferentiated substance (Brahma) indeed. (2) That absolute undifferentiated reality, 
Brahma (the Infinite), which is beyond the ken of speech and the mind, became dual (as it 
were) in the shape of Maya (objective existence) and that which is reflected in it (viz., the Jiva 
or the seer). (3) Of the said two (halves), one substance indeed is the well-known Prakrti, 
consisting of two aspects (viz., cause and effect); while the other entity is consciousness 
(itself), and that is called Purusa (the Spirit). (4) Out of (this) Prakrti—(even) while its 
equilibrium was being disturbed by Me (in the form of the Time-Spirit) as motivated by the 
Jivas (whose Karma is ultimately responsible for creation)—there appeared the three 
Gunas —Tamas, Rajas and Sattva. (5) Out of the aforesaid (three Gunas) was evolved the 
Sutra (the principle of cosmic activity) as well as Mahat (the principle of cosmic intelligence), 
which is (ever) accompanied by the Sutra (of which it is a counterpart and in conjunction with 
it forms one composite whole). From Mahat, even as it underwent modification, there 
appeared Ahankara (the cosmic ego), which deluded the Jiva (by bringing about its 
identification with the body etc.). (6) (This) Ahankara is of three kinds, viz., Sattvika, Rajasika 
and Tamasika. Itis the cause of the five Tanmatras (the subtle elements), the eleven Indriyas 
(the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) and the mind (including the 
deities presiding over the Indriyas and the mind) and (though material or non-spiritual in 
substance it is a sort of connecting link between Spirit and Matter inasmuch as it is 
interpenetrated by a reflection of the Spirit and) is (therefore considered to be both) spiritual 
and material. (7) From the Tamasika type of Ahankara, which is the source of the (five) 
Tanmatras, came into being (through the Tanmatras) the (five gross) elements (ether, the 
air, fire, water and earth), from the Rajasika type sprang up the (ten) Indriyas; and from the 
Sattvika type were evolved the eleven deities (presiding over the Indriyas and the mind, viz., 
the deities presiding over the quarters, the wind-god, the sun-god, Varuna, the god of water, 
the Aswinikumaras, the god of fire, Indra, the lord of paradise, Lord Visnu, Mitra and 
Prajapati, the deity presiding over procreation, and the moon-god), as well as the mind. (8) 
Impelled (energized) by Me, and rendered operative in conjunction with one another, all the 
(aforementioned) categories evolved the cosmic egg, (which served as) My excellent 
Sporting-ground (when | entered it as its Inner Controller). (9) In that egg as it lay on the waters 
(that constituted a support for the egg and are referred to in the Vaisnava literature by the 
name of Garbhoda) appeared | (in the form of Garbhodasayi Narayana, the second Cosmic 
Person). From My navel sprang up the lotus that (brought forth the universe and as such) 
bore the name of the universe; and on that lotus appeared Brahma (the self-born, another 
manifestation of the Cosmic Person with four faces and invested with a body evolved as a 
result of past meritorious deeds). (10) Characterized by Rajas (the principle of activity) and 
equipped with askesis, the aforesaid Brahma (the creator of the universe) evolved by My 
grace the three spheres—viz., Bhurloka (the terrestrial globe including the seven subterranean 
regions, viz., Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, Mahatala, Rasatala and Patala), Bhuvarloka (the 
aerial region) and Swarloka (understood in its wider sense as comprising the five celestial 
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worlds— Swarloka or paradise, Maharloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka)—with their 
guardian deities. (11) (Of these three spheres), Swarloka (construed in the narrow sense of 
paradise) constituted the home of the gods; Bhuvarloka, of spirits and Bhurloka, of men and 
other living beings (constituting the sub-human species—animals, birds, reptiles, insects 
and moths etc.); while the (ethereal) region extending beyond the three (aforesaid) worlds 
constituted the home of the Siddhas (eminent Brahmana sages like Bhrgu). (12) Brahma (the 
ruler of the universe) created a home for the Asuras (demons) and the Nagas (serpent- 
demons) underground (in the subterranean regions known by the name of Atala and so on). 
In the aforesaid three spheres, are worked out all the destinies of those prompted by the three 
Gunas (Sattva etc.). (13) Maharloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka and Satyaloka, (Brahmaloka) are 
the (successively higher) goals—free from (all) impurities (in the shape of attachment, greed 
etc.)—to be reached through Yoga (as propounded by the sage Patajjali), askesis (as 
practised by those belonging to the third stage of life, viz., Vanaprastha) and Sarnnyasa 
(renunciation as practised by recluses, that have renounced their home as wellas family life); 
(whereas) My realm (Vaikuntha) is the objective to be reached through the discipline of 
Devotion. (14) With Me, having Kala (the Time-Spirit) for My energy, as the Dispenser of the 
fruit of actions, this (living) creation, yoked to Karma, rises higher (upto the Brahmaloka) and 
descends (to the level of the plant kingdom in the scale of spiritual evolution according to the 
nature of his actions) in this world (of matter), which is (nothing but) a stream of the three 
Gunas. (15) Minute or large, lean or stout, whatever entity has come into being is pervaded 
by (made up of) Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa (Spirit) both. (16) That which really constitutes 
the beginning as well as the end of a thing represents its middle too and that alone is real 
(inasmuch as it pervades all its states). Its modifications have only a practical value even as 
the modifications (ornaments etc.), of gold or those of clay (viz., earthenware). (17) That 
alone is real, adopting which as its material an earlier existence (e.g., the Mahat-tattva) 
produces a later existence (e.g., Ahankara). That which is intended in a particular instance 
to be mentioned as the beginning and end of some effect is spoken of as real. (18) The well- 
known material cause of this (visible) universe, viz., Prakrti (Primordial Matter), He who 
presides over this Prakrti, viz., the Supreme Person, and the Time-Spirit, which manifests 
the universe (by disturbing the equilibrium of Prakrti)— all these three are as a matter of fact 
the same as |, the Infinite. (19) The elaborate process of creation ever continues in (due) 
order of succession (from father to son) forthe sake of (enjoyment of) the embodied soul (that 
undergoes birth in various species of life made up of the three Gunas) until the life of the 
universe comes to a Close, or (in other words) until the Lord (Myself) so wills it. (20) When 
contacted (gazed on) by Me (as the Time-Spirit, the Destroyer of created beings), the cosmic 
egg, in which the creation and dissolution of the worlds alternately take place, becomes fit 
alongwith the (various) worlds (comprised in it) for disintegration into the five (gross) 
elements. (21) (Consequent on the total failure of crops occasioned by a prolonged drought 
extending over a hundred years) the mortal body (of human beings and other living 
creatures) is withdrawn into the food (on which it subsisted); the food is reduced to seeds 
(persists in the form of seeds alone); the seeds get merged into the soil (no longer take root); 
while the earth (on being dried by the sun and burnt by the flames emanating from the mouths 
of Lord Sankarsana) is reduced to (the subtle state of) odour (the cause of the earth). (22) 
Odour gets merged into (its cause, the element of) water and water is reduced to its own 
(essential property, viz., the quality of) taste. Taste gets merged into (its cause, the element 
of) fire, and fire is withdrawn into (its own essential property of) colour. (23) Colour gets 
merged into (its cause,) the air and the latter is reduced to (its subtle state, viz., the quality 
of) touch while that too gets merged into (its cause, the element of) ether. Ether (on being 
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swallowed by Ahankara) is reduced to (its subtle state, viz.,) the quality of sound. (Even so) 
the Indriyas (the products of Rajasika Ahankara) are merged in their (respective) causes 
(viz., the deities presiding over them and ultimately into the Rajasika Ahankara). (24) The 
causes (viz., the gods), O gentle one, are merged in their controller, the mind, which is a 
product of Sattvika Ahankara (and ultimately into the Sattvika Ahankara alongwith the gods). 
(Even) sound returns to (the state of) the Tamasika Ahankara (the cause of the elements) 
and the mighty Tamasika Ahankara (as well as the Sattvika and Rajasika types of Ahankara) 
is merged in Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence). (25) The most powerful 
Mahat-tattva (which is endowed with the potency of JAana or knowledge and the potency of 
Karma or activity) is reduced to its causes, the (three) Gunas. The latter get dissolved into 
the Unmanifest (Primordial Matter) and the Unmanifest is merged in the Time-Spirit, which 
has (now) ceased to operate. (26) The Time-Spirit is merged in the Cosmic Person (the 
Creator of the universe), the Director of Maya; and the latter, in Me, the birthless (eternal) 
Spirit. The Spirit, which is absolute (unconditioned) and is inferred by the (processes of) 
creation and dissolution (of the universe as their background), stands by Itself (and does not 
get merged in any other entity). (27) How could there arise any misconception, engendered 
by the notion of difference, in the mind of one investigating into the Spirit as aforesaid; and 
(if it ever arose) how could it persist any more than darkness would on the appearance of the 
sun in the sky ? (28) This is the process of differentiating the Spirit from Matter, which cuts 
the knot of doubt and which has been set forth by me, the Knower of (the truth relating to both) 
the cause and the effect, from the standpoint of evolution and involution. (29) 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXV 
The operation of the three Gunas described 
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The glorious Lord began again: (Now) learn from Me, O jewel among men, as | tell you, 
how and by which of the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti), working independently of one 
another, is man affected. (1) Control of the mind and the senses, forbearance, sound 
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judgment, askesis (in the form of strict adherence to one's prescribed course of conduct), 
truthfulness, compassion, retentive power, contentment, self-abnegation, absence of thirst 
for the pleasures of sense, belief in God, life after death and so on, modesty and shrinking 
from unrighteous acts, liberality etc., and remaining delighted in the self (forming the first 
group); hankering after the pleasures of sense, (self-centred) activity, arrogance, insatiability, 
inflexibility, seeking after blessings (from gods etc.), differentiation (between one's own self 
and others), self-gratification, bellicosity through arrogance, love of praise, jocularity, display 
of valour and exertion through might (forming the second group); and intolerance, stinginess, 
mendacity, malevolence, mendicancy, hypocrisy, languor, discord, grief and delusion, 
gloom and wretchedness, drowsiness, expectation, fear and indolence (forming the third 
group);— these are severally the effects of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, enumerated (by Me) 
almost exhaustively, Now hear (from Me) the combined effect (of the three Gunas). (2—5) 
The notion which is expressed in the words "I am (tranquil, passionate or angry)" and "These 
(traits such as tranquillity, lust and anger) belong to me" is as a matter of fact a combined 
effect (of the three Gunas); and whatever is done with the mind, the objects of the senses 
(viz., sound, touch, sight, taste and smell), the senses (themselves) and the vital airs 
(conjointly) is also a combined effect of the three Gunas (since all these instruments are 
themselves a product of the three Gunas and all.action is preceded by the feeling of |-ness 
and my-ness). (6) When a manis keenly devoted to religious merit, material possessions and 
sense-gratification, this (keen devotion of his also) is a combined effect of the three Gunas 
(inasmuch as Dharma etc., are themselves a product of the three Gunas) and conduce to 
reverence, wealth and sense-gratification respectively. (7) When a man is devoted to holy 
rites performed with interested motives and when he sticks to the life of a householder and 
later on adheres to his (obligatory and occasional) duty, such devotion etc., (as well) on his 
part is indeed a combined effect of the three Gunas (inasmuch as devotion to holy rites 
performed with interested motives, attachment to the household and devotion to one's 
allotted duty are products of Rajas, Tamas and Sattva respectively). (8) 
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From virtues like self-control one should conclude a man to be endowed (predominantly) 
with Sattva; from passion etc., one should know him to be (principally) full of Rajas and from 
anger and other characteristics he should infer him to be full of Tamas. (9) When a person 
worships Me disinterestedly with devotion through (the performance of) his duties one 
should know that man or woman too to be endowed with a Sattvika disposition.(10) When 
a man seeking the pleasures of sense worships Me through his actions, one should know 
him to be of Rajasika disposition; and when he does so expecting injury to others (his 
adversaries etc.), one should know him to be Tamasika (by nature). (11) The Gunas (modes 
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of Prakrti), viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, affect the Jiva (embodied soul) alone and not Me, 
inasmuch as they appear (only) in the mind of the former and because itis the Jiva alone that 
is bound (to this mundane existence) through them, getting attached to the elements (in the 
form of the body, senses, mind and the objects of the senses). (12) When Sattva, which is 
illuminating, transparent and tranquil, prevails over the other two Gunas (viz., Rajas and 
Tamas), a man is characterized by wisdom, piety and happiness etc., respectively. (13) 
When (on the other hand) Rajas—which gives rise to attachment and the notion of diversity 
and spurs one to activity—gets the better of Tamas and Sattva, then one is sized with a 
craving for glory and fortune and is characterized by unhappiness and activity. (14) When 
(however) Tamas—which perverts one's judgment, clouds one's vision and induces 
dullness—dominates Rajas and Sattva, a man is characterized by grief, infatuation and 
violence (as a result of perverted judgment), (excessive) sleep (through obscurity of the 
mind) and by expectation of help from others (through indolence caused by dullness).(15) 
When the mind is lucid and the senses recoil from their objects, (nay,) when there is 
fearlessness in relation to the body and the mind is free from (all) attachment, know that 
Sattva, which is conducive to My realization, is predominant at that time. (16) When, getting 
agitated through activity a man finds his intellect distracted on all sides, (nay,) his senses 
know no rest, the organs of action are not quite at ease and the mind is confused, conclude 
from these symptoms that Rajas holds sway. (17) When, getting obscured and (therefore) 
in capable of being moulded into the spiritual substance, the faculty of reason ceases to 
function and the mind (too) has its activity suspended, and when ignorance and gloom 
prevail, know that Tamas is in the ascendant. (18) 
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When Sattvaguna is on the increase, the strength of the gods increases; that of the 
Asuras, when Rajas is in the ascendant; and that of the Raksasas} when Tamas is 
predominant, O Uddhava ! (19) One should trace the waking state of a man from Sattva, 
attribute his dream state to Rajas and deep slumber to Tamas and declare the fourth 
(transcendent) state (which is no other than the Self) as (uniformly) running through (all) the 
three (aforementioned) states (of consciousness). (20) Men following the courses of 


conduct prescribed in the Vedas go higher and (still) higher through Sattva by recourse to 
Tamas they descend lower and (still) lower, embracing even inanimate life; while by recourse 


* itis the indriyas given over to other-worldliness, worldly activity and infatuation respectively that are referred to here by 
the appellation of gods, Asuras (demons) and Raksasas (ogres) 
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to Rajas they (continue to) move in the intermediate state (as human beings). (21) Those who 
died when Sattva was in the ascendant ascend to heaven; those whose death occured at 
a time when Rajas was predominant return to the human world; those whose death took 
place at a time when Tamas was in the ascendant go down to hell; while they who have 
transcended the three Gunas attain to Me alone (even when they are still alive). (22) One's 
own (allotted) duty (whether of an obligatory or occasional type) performed with the intention 
of propitiating Me or without seeking any reward, is of a Sattvika character (has the element 
of Sattva predominating in it). That which is performed with the expectation of a reward is 
Rajasika (in character); while that which is performed with intent to harm others and is full 
of violence etc., is Tamasika (in character).(23) Knowledge concerning the absolute Self 
(without reference to the body etc.) is of a Sattvika type; while that which relates to the Self 
notunconnected with the body etc., has (the element of) Rajas prevailing init. The knowledge 
possessed by the uncultured (e.g., children or the deaf and dumb) or that relating to natural 
acts such as eating and drinking is Tamasika (in character); while that relating to Me (the 
Supreme Divinity) is beyond (the realm of) the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti). (24) The 
forest, as a matter of fact, is a Sattvika place of abode (inasmuch as it is solitary and 
undefiled); while the countryside is spoken of as Rajasika. The gambling house is a 
Tamasika dwelling, while My temple (which is hallowed by My constant presence in the form 
of an image) is beyond the (three) Gunas.(25) An unattached doer is Sattvika; he who is 
blinded.with passion (i.e., keenly intent on its fruit has been declared to be a Rajasika agent. 
He who-has lost his judgment (the notion of right and wrong) is a Tamasika agent; while a 
doer who (solely) depends on Me is unaffected by the (three) Gunas. (26) Faith in things 
Spiritual is Sattvika, while that in ritual acts and other (worldly) duties is Rajasika. Faith in 
unrighteousness (as though it were righteousness, is Tamasika) while that in My worship is 
beyond the realm of the (three) Gunas. (27) Food which is wholesome, pure and obtained 
without taking pains (for it) has been declared to be Sattvika; that which is most agreeable 
to the palate is Rajasika; while that which is unwholesome (conducive to suffering inthe form 
of a malady) and impure (that which corrupts the mind) is Tamasika. Again, that which has 
been offered to Me is beyond the three Gunas. (28) The joy springing from (the realization 
of) the Self is Sattvika; while that which proceeds from the objects of sense is Rajasika. 
(Again,) that which proceeds from infatuation (caused by intoxicating drugs and drinks) and 
cajolery (practised towards one's own wife and children) is Tamasika; while that arising from 
thought etc., of Me is beyond the sphere of the (three) Gunas.(29) 
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(In this way) substance (food as classified in verse 28 above), place of abode (as 


mentioned in verse 25), fruit (in the shape of joy referred to in verse 29), time (as indicated 
In verses 13 to 16), knowledge (referred to in verse 24), action (classified in verse 23), the 
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agent (as mentioned in verse 26), faith (referred to in verse 27), state of consciousness (as 
told in verse 20), form (state of existence as classified in verse 21) and final destiny (as 
referred to in verse 22)—everything is as a matter of fact constituted of the three Gunas 
alone. (30) (In fact) all entities pervaded by the Spirit and Matter—whatever is seen, heard 
of or pondered by the intellect—are constituted of the three Gunas, O jewel among men! (31) 
(All) these states of existence of the embodied soul are brought about by the three Gunas 
(holding sway over it) and the actions performed by it. That embodied soul (however) by 
which these Gunas (modes of Prakrti) appearing in the mind have been thoroughly brought 
under control, O gentle one, and which stands firmly established in Me by treading the path 
of Devotion gets qualified for becoming one with Me. (32) Therefore, having obtained this 
(human) body, in which (alone) Knowledge and Realization (of Truth) can be had, and 
completely shaking off (all) attachment to the (three) Gunas, let the wise worship (take refuge 
in) Me. (33) Free from attachment (to the pleasures of sense) and with his senses brought 
under control a wise man should carefully worship Me and, given over to contemplation, 
should get the better of Rajas and Tamas by duly cultivating Sattva. (34) And, possessed of 
a tranquil mind and united with Me (through contemplation), he should thoroughly subdue 
Sattva (too) by means of Sattva (itself in the shape of desirelessness). Rid (in this way) of 
the (three) Gunas, the embodied soul disowns the subtle body (constituting its Jivahood) and 
attains to (becomes one with) Me. (35) Completely disunited from its Jivahood (in the shape 
of the subtle body) as well as from the (three) Gunas appearing in the mind, and full of Me 
(consisting of perfect bliss) the Jiva neither goes out (to enjoy the external objects) nor turns 
inward (to enjoy them mentally). (In other words, he gets liberated during his very lifetime.) (36) 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth discourse in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXVI 


The Utterance of Purtrava bearing on Aversion for the pleasures of Sense 
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The glorious Lord began again : Having obtained this (human) body, the (sole) medium 
of perceiving My true nature, he who has betaken himself to the course of conduct pleasing 
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to Me (viz., the path of Devotion) duly attains to Me, his very Self, the embodiment of supreme 
Bliss, dwelling in his own heart. (1) (Once) completely freed, by means of firm devotion to 
the path of Knowledge, from the bondage of Matter (which conditions the embodied soul) the 
Jiva does not get attached to the unreal objects of senses, though living in the midst of such 
objects, which are mere creations of Maya (My deluding potency) and are being falsely 
perceived (as one's own self or possession). (2) One should on no account cultivate the 
fellowship of unworthy men given to the gratification of their sexual urge and satisfaction of 
their hunger (alone); (for) the follower of (even) one such sensualist falls into (the) blinding 
darkness (of hell) like a blind man following another blind man. (3) Falling a prey to infatuation 
due to separation from Urvasi (in the first instance) and (eventually) disgusted (with the 
pleasures of sense) on his grief having been overcome as a result of his meeting her once 
more at Kuruksetra and attaining to her realm in heaven by offering oblations to the 
sacred fire entrusted to him by the Gandharvas and thereby propitiating the gods (vide 
IX. xiv. 32—47), Emperor Pururava (the son of lla) of extensive fame sang the following 
song (concerning himself, reproduced in verses 7 to 24 below). (4) As she went leaving him 
(alone in the bed), the monarch felt (greatly) perturbed and followed her in a state of nature 
like a madman, crying: "Tarry (awhile), my cruel wife !" (5) Deprived of his reason by Urvasi, 
he was aware neither of the nights that passed nor of the coming ones for years together 
while repeatedly enjoying the trivial pleasures without satiety. (6) 
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Purdrava sang : Astounding (indeed) is the magnitude of my infatuation, my judgment 


having been clouded by passion, inasmuch as (all) these years of my life have passed 
unnoticed by me while my neck remained clasped (in embrace) by my celestial wife \(7) 
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Charmed by her alas ! | did not perceive when the sun set or when it rose, nor did | know of 
the days, totalling numbers of years, that rolled by ! (8) How greatis the infatuation of my soul 
by which myself, a universal monarch, the crest-jewel of kings, was made a toy deer of in the 
hands of women! (9) Crying like a madman, all naked, | followed the woman (even) as she 
went away deserting me, a ruler of men, including my kingdom, like a straw. (10) Whence 
could there be any glory, majesty or lordship in me, who followed a departing woman (even) 
like a donkey kicked by a she-ass ? (11) What will be gained through worship of gods, 
renunciation, askesis, study of scriptures, solitary life or observing silence by him whose 
heart has been stolen by women ? (12) Fie upon me, a (veritable) fool, though fancying 
myself to be alearned man, who, blind as | am to my own (real) interests, have been enslaved 
by women just like a bull or a donkey, even after attaining sovereignty.(13) Although | have 
been enjoying the inebriating nectar of Urvasi's lips for multitudes of years, my hankering, 
mind-born as it is, knows no satiety any more than fire could be quenched by (pouring) 
oblations (into it).(14) Who else than Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception), the ruler 
of those revelling in the Self, can possibly succeed in reclaiming a mind captivated by a lewd 
woman ? (15) Even though | was admonished by that celestial woman in truthful words 
(finding place in a Vedic hymn), the great infatuation lurking in my mind, perverse of intellect 
and uncontrolled of mind as | am, does not depart. (16) Or what offence could have been 
done by her against us any more than by a rope against a man who, being ignorant of its 
reality, (erroneously) conceived it to be a serpent ? For, (in reality) itis |, whose senses are 
(still) uncontrolled, that stand to blame. (17) How incompatible are this dirty body (of a 
woman), full of bad smell etc., and impure, and the excellences (attributed to it) such as 
fragrance, purity and delicacy etc., (which are generally associated with a flower). It was 
through ignorance as a matter of fact that the aforesaid virtues were wrongly attributed (by 
me) to her body. (18) It cannot be definitely ascertained whether the body (of a human being) 
is the property of one's parents, wife (who provides amenities and enjoyment for it), master 
(employer, if one happens to be a servant) , fire (to which it is ultimately and ordinarily 
consigned at the time of cremation), the dog and the vulture (by which it is consumed in the 
event of its being left undisposed of after death), the soul (tenanting it, which reaps the fruit 
of its actiqns) or its near and dear ones (who befriend and render good offices to it). (19) Man 
gets attached to such an impure body, which has a contemptible end (in that it resolves itself 
into worms if interred, into excreta if devoured by animals and into ashes if cremated), and 
lavishes praise on it in the words "Oh, how delightful is the face of this woman with a shapely 
nose and full of charming smiles !" (20) How little difference is there between those who take 
delight in the body of a woman (which is no more than a mass of skin, flesh, blood, nerves, 
fat, marrow and bones), (on the one hand) and the worms wallowing in ordure, urine and pus 
(on the other)? (21) Therefore, he who is alive to his (own) interests should on no account 
associate even through sight with the fair sex nor with slaves of woman; (for) it is through 
contact of the senses with their objects that the mind is agitated, not otherwise. (22) No (such) 
agitation follows from an unseen or unheard of object; (hence) the mind of a man who does 
not direct his senses towards their objects becomes still and (eventually) gets composed.(23) 
Therefore, one should not associate through the senses with the fair sex nor with those 
devoted to woman; (for) the five senses and the mind do not deserve to be trusted even by 
the wise, much less by (indiscreet) men like me. (24) 


STATA 
wa osm yeaa: a sdsiterenat = fae 
AAT ai a SORTA: 124 | 


Dis. 26 } BOOK ELEVEN 641 


EERE OER ANNO RECO T CON TOON NNO TNO RETA NERED EMCO NERO NOONAN eee 


ad GaSe aa asta afer aa wre fecha wateragufefe: 1261 

arisen afm: sara: aaefeta: fei Preset fader freaftmer: 1201 

aq fre Ream weary weRe: | waha feat Zo AeA sq RCI 

a a spat maha @asteha area: | mer: seeria aie fea a fa 121 

uhh oerad: aren: faeces | wear FAVA AAT 130 | 

aaa ae faa aid wat aaiseifa area, Waar 1321 

freee at ware ame Gail welfae: aM atéearg asta 1321 

ara fe sofort sro anaiai aot ae sat fad qo ea asa favaaiscory 1331 

aa feafa aif afech: aafera: | gan area: aa: wa seneta aay! 

aceaedisaaqaear wre ge: | aag «Wea z 1841 

sfa aitrertad Fer oe Gfearmtareal oefrMseAra: 126 | 

The glorious Lord continued : Singing thus at the top of his voice, the celebrated 
Pururava (the object of veneration of kings and gods alike) left the realm of Urvasi and, having 
realized Me as his very self (dwelling) in his (own) heart and shaken off, by dint of that 
realization, his delusion (in the shape of identification with the body etc.), retired forthwith 
from the world. (25) Therefore, eschewing evil company, a prudent man should associate 
with the righteous; (for) the latter cut asunder the deep attachment of his mind (for the 
pleasures of sense) by their precepts. (26) The righteous are free from craving (for the 
pleasures of sense), have their mind fixed on Me, are perfectly serene (free from passion), 
view everything alike (as an embodiment of Brahma), are free from the senses of mineness 
as well as from the ego-sense (identification from the body etc.), are unaffected by the pairs 
of opposites and own no property.(27) In the midst of those exceedingly fortunate people, 
O highly blessed Uddhava, My stories are always told—stories that are salutary to mankind 
and eradicate the sin of those that take delight in them. (28) They who listen to them, sing 
them and as a matter of fact heartily approve of them and are respectful towards Me, nay, 
exclusively devoted to Me (expecting no other return) and are full of reverence acquire 
devotion to Me. (29) What else remains to be achieved by the pious soul who has attained 
devotion to Me, endowed with endless virtues (potencies),the (ultimate) Cause of all, the 
embodiment of (Truth,) Consciousness and Bliss? (30) (Even) as cold, dismay and darkness 
disappear in the case of a man who betakes himself to the glorious Agni (the god of fire), so 
do the rigidity and obtuseness (born of stern devotion to duty), the fear of future births and 
its root, ignorance, get dissolved in the case of the man who renders loving service to pious 
souls. (31) Just as a strong bark is the supreme resort to those that are being drowned in 
water, noble souls who have realized Brahma and have attained (perfect) peace of mind are 
the highest resort to those who having sunk (once) to the lowest depths are coming (once 
more) to the surface in the ocean of mundane existence. (32) (Just as) food is life itself to 
those that breathe, (as) | am the only shelter to the afflcted, and (even as) piety is the (only) 
wealth for men (to depend upon) in the other world (after death), (so) saints are the (only) 
resort to him who is afraid of being born (again and again) on this (mortal) plane. (33) (Even) 
having fully risen, the sun bestows (on us) the external eye (alone), whereas holy men confer 
(on those enjoying their fellowship) inner eyes (in the shape of knowledge relating to the 
Saguna and Nirguna aspects of Brahma). Holy men (theref@re) are (veritable) gods as well 
as one's near and dear ones. They are one's (very) soul (nay,) Myself. (34) Rid in this way 
of longing for Urvasi's realm (or sight), and free from (all) attachment due to the fellowship 
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of saints, PurUrava (the son of Sudyumna, who had attained a feminine form under the name 
of Ila alongwith his retinue due to the curse of Goddess Parvati) went about this globe 
revelling in the Self: so the tradition goes. (35) 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The Yoga of Formal Worship 
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Uddhava submitted : (Pray,) explain (to me) the course of discipline consisting of formal 
worship intended to propitiate You, O Lord, (and) also what type of devotees worship You 
in what manner and from what motive, O Protector of devotees ! (1) Sages such as Narada, 
the divine Vyasa and Brhaspati (Angira's son), the preceptor (of the gods) repeatedly declare 
this (course) as conducive to the highest good of men. (2) It emanated (for the first time) from 
Your lotus-like lips; and (receiving it from You) the divine Brahma taught it to his sons, the 
foremost of whom is Bhrgu, and Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) imparteditto his divine 
Spouse (Goddess Parvati). (3) It is higly commendable for all the (higher) grades of society 
and stages of life and | consider it to be the best of all the courses of discipline conducive to 
blessedness even for womenfolk and Sudras, O Bestower of honour! (4) Explain this course, 
untying (as it does) once for all the bonds of Karma, O lotus-eyed Lord, to me, who stand 
devoted and attached to You, O suzerain Lord (even) of the Rulers of the universe (Brahma, 


Siva and so on). (5) 
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The glorious Lord began again: Since there is no end to the branch of the Vedas 
dealing with ritual acts, which is unlimited in scope and infinite in volume, O Uddhava! | shall 
(accordingly) discuss this topic (of Kriyayoga) in a nutshell in order of sequence in its true 
perspective. (6) The procedure of My worship is threefold, viz.,Vedic, Tantika and mixed 
(consisting of both elements). Of the three, one should duly worship Me according to that 
procedure alone which is liked by him. (7) Hear from Me the way in which, having (first) 
attained the status of the twice-born (by getting himself invested with the sacred thread) as 
enjoined by (the part of) the Veda prescribing his duties— when the worshipper happens to 
be a member of the twice-born classes—a man should worship Me with devotion and 
reverence. (8) Full of Devotion he should worship Me, his teacher and father, with the 
requisite material (flowers etc.), with sincerity (lit., guilelessness in the shape of entertaining 
no hope for its reward) in (through the medium of) an image, a raised ground (levelled, 
squared and prepared for a sacrifice) or the sacred fire, the sun, water, (the cavity of) the 
heart or a Brahmana . (9) Having cleansed his teeth (with the end of a small green twig 
crushed with the teeth and converted into a brush), he should first (of all) perform his 
ablutions for the purification of his body. The bath should be repeated with (the utterance of) 
both types of Mantras (Vedic as well as Tantric) after (first) daubing the (whole) body with 
clay (as well as with fresh cowdung, sacrificial ashes and so on) and going through other 
preliminaries (such as invoking the presence of the Ganga and other sacred waters, offering 
Arghya to them and seeking their permission for a bath). (10) Undertaking a noble vow (of 
propitiating Myself), he should perform My worship, which wipes out (all) Karmas, side by 
side with (not neglecting) duties (of a binding nature) such as saying the Sandhya prayers, 
(that have been) enjoined by the Veda. (11) Animage has been declared to be of eight kinds 
according as it is carved out of (a block of) stone or wood, made of (molten) metal (such as 
brass or bronze), clay or sandal-paste etc., painted (on a wall etc.), made of sand or carved 
out of a precious stone or conceived by the mind. (12) Animage, whichis a temple of the Lord, 
is (again) of two varieties, movable and immovable. (The ceremonies of) invoking the 
presence of or bidding farewell to a deity are not necessary in worship done through the 
medium of an immovable one, O Uddhava ! (13) There is option in the matter of invocation 
etc., in the case of a movable image (other than a Salagrama stone, where no invocation etc., 
is needed); while both must be done in the worship through the medium of a raised ground 
(or through an image of sand). Only an image other than a painted one or that made of clay 
or sandal-paste etc., should be (invariably) bathed; in (all) other cases (mere) sprinkling all 
round with water is enough. (14) My worship through images etc., should be done with 
excellent articles. In the case, however, of a devotee (who is) free from wiles (in the shape 
of a selfish motive) it may be conducted with articles that are (easily) available. In (the cavity 
of) the heart, of course, worship is offered with love alone. (15) (Worship in the form of) bathing 
and (decoration with) ornaments is highly desirable only in an image, O Uddhava; in a raised 
ground (of course) the (conceptual) installation of the various deities (viz., the principal Deity 
and His entourage) in their respective place (with the uttering of formulas sacred to each); 
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inasacredfire, (the offering of) oblations soaked in ghee; in the sun, respect shown (to the sun- 
god in the form of offering Arghya and waiting upon Him with prayers) and in water, worship 
through (gratification by offering) water etc., is considered most desirable. Even water offered 
with reverence by a devotee is most pleasing to Me; how much more, then, are sandal-paste, 
incense, flowers, light and food etc., dear to Me ? On the other hand, anything offered by one 
-who is not a devotee does not contribute to My pleasure even if it is abundant. (16—18) 
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Having got together (all) requisites (articles of worship etc.), and prepared a seat with 
blades of Darbha grass pointing to the east, and sitting (on it) with his face turned towards 
the east or the north orin front of the image (to be worshipped) in the event of the latter being 
immovable, and himself pure, the votary should commence worshipping (Me). (19) Having 
consecrated himself (by assigning the various syllables of the Mantra to be used in the 
worship to the different parts of his hand as well as to the limbs of his body), he should gently 
rub the image (with a view to wiping of the coat of sandle-paste etc., on it) when it has been 
similarly consecrated and (then) duly adorn (with sandal-paste and flowers etc.), the pitcher 
(full of water to be used for worship from the’beginning to the end) and the vessel containing 
water for sprinkling (and thereby consecrating) the utensils and articles of worship etc., 
with (20) Consecrating with that water the temple, the articles of worship as well as himself, 
the votary should get ready three vessels (filling them with water taken from the pitcher, and 
providing them) with (necessary) accessories* (for offering Padya, Arghya and Acamaniya, i.e., 
water for washing the feet and hands and rinsing the mouth of the Deity respectively). (21) The 
worshipper should (then) consecrate the said three vessels (containing water) for washing 


the feet and hands and rinsing the mouth of the deity by breathing into them the sacred 
formulas connected with the heart, the head and the tuft of hair on the crown (viz., 'S% 7A’, 


*The scriptures dealing with the details of worship lay down that the following accessories should be used alongwith water 
when washing the feet and hands and rinsing the mouth of the deity respectively:— a 
wa varnranqataafamraranfenren’ 1 reugenenrrag arsrerre st: 
zi af areeixormayciion widteragang eataarraT Tar Il 
“Grains ot Syamaka rice (which are very small as compared to ordinary rice), blades of Durva (panic grass), lotus flowers, 
akind of herb called Visnukranta etc., are approved for use with the water intended for washing the feet of the Lord with. Sandal- 
paste, flowers unbroken grains of rice, grains of barley, blades of the sacred KuSa grass, sesamum seeds, mustard seeds and 
blades of panic grass—these eight substances have heen prescribed for being used with the water intended for washing the 
hands of the Deity with; while the water intended for rinsing the mouth of the deity should he accompanied by the nutmeg, cloves, 
berries of Kankola plant etc.” 
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‘ yiteit zaner', ‘ferara agz') respectively and lastly the Gayatri-Mantra (into all). (22) (Then) within 
his (own) body conceived as dried up by the gastric wind and (then) consumed by the fire 
at the navel and (ultimately revived by nectar flowing from the moon located in the forehead 
and thus) thoroughly sublimated, he should meditate on My supreme and subtle form (the form 
of Lord Narayana), of which the Jiva is but a particle, installed on the lotus of the heart and 
contemplated by accomplished souls at the end of Nada (the fifth part of the sound of Pranava 
consisting of 1,3, 3, fgor the nasal sound and=r or the echo).(23) On his body being permeated 
(as a house by the light emanating from a lamp) by that subtle form contemplated as his own 
being, he should (first) worship Me in that form(with conceptual articles) and, full of that 
presence, should (then) invoke My presence in the image etc., and, having installed Me there 
and assigned the syllables of the Mantra to the (various) limbs of the image, proceed with 
My worship. (24) Having (mentally) prepared a (high) seat for Me with Dharma etc. (viz., 
Dharma or Righteousness, Jana or Wisdom, Vairagya or Dispassion and Aiswarya or 
Supremacy for its four feet; Adharma or Unrighteousness, Ajfiana or Ignorance, Avairagya or 
Absence of Dispassion and Anaiswarya or Lack of Supremacy for its four sides; and Sattva, 

Rajas and Tamas for the three planks constituting its base) and the nine Saktis or potencies 
(viz., Vimala, Utkarsini, Jana, Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, Satya, Igana and Anugraha or Purity, 

Exaltation, Wisdom, Activity, Supernatural Power, Humility, Truthfulness, Rulership and 
Graciousness mounted on it) and (mentally) spread on it a lotus of eight petals shining bright 
with its pericarp and filaments (and with the orbs of the sun and other luminaries fixed on it), 
he should (instal Me on it and) Offer to Me (various) articles of worship such as water for washing 
My feetand hands and rinsing My mouth with according to the spirit of the Vedas and the Tantras 
both and with a view to securing both (worldly enjoyment and final beatitude). (25-26) He should 
(further) worship in their order of sequence (the discus) Sudarsana, (the conch named) 
Pafcajanya, the mace (Kaumodaki), the sword, the bow and the arrows as well as (the 
emblems of Lord Sankarsana, viz.,) the plough and the pestle in the eight directions and the 
Kaustubha (gem), the (Vaijayanti)garland and (the mark of) Srivatsa (all the three on the 
bosom of the Lord in their respective position).(27) He should (likewise) worship (the eight 
attendants of the Lord, viz.,) Nanda, Sunanda, Pracanda as well as Canda, Mahabala and 
Bala; Kumuda and Kumudeksana (as standing around the Lord in the eight directions) and 
(His carrier) Garuda (as facing the Lord). (28) He should (also) worship, by offering them 
water to wash their hands with and so on, (Goddess) Durga, Vinayaka (Lord Ganesa), (the 
sage) Vyasa and Viswaksena (all these four as surrounding the Lord in the four corners 
intervening the four quarters), his own preceptor (as standing to-His left) and the gods (viz., 
the eight guardians of the spheres) each in his relative position (according to the direction 
in which their spheres are located), (all) of course facing the Lord. (29) 
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The votary should, if there is (sufficient) wealth, daily bathe Me with water made fragrant 
by sandal-paste, Usira (a kind of aromatic grass), camphor, saffron and aloe- wood, chanting 
(allthe while) sacred texts such as the Suvarnagharmanuvaka (or Rgveda, commencing with 


646 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 27 


RP esses sss esses sess tis isis sess ssi sii sis sisi ti sii iiititiisit iii i teeth te ed 


the words yi #44 etc.), the Mahapurusavidya” (a sacred text sacred to Lord Visnu, the 

_ Supreme Person), the Purusa-Suktat and the texts of Samaveda such as the Rajana Sama 
and the Rauhina Sama. (30-31) My devotee should (also) lovingly set Me off in the proper 

’ way with raiments, the sacred thread, jewels, wreaths of basil leaves, scents and sandal- 
paste. (32) The worshipper should (then) reverently offer to Me water to wash My feet and 
rinse My mouth with, sandal-paste flowers and grains of unbroken rice (for decoration), 
incense, light and articles of food. (33) Ifthere be wealth, one should offer as food (to Me daily 
or at least on festive occasions) jaggery (or sugar), rice boiled in milk and sweetened with 
sugar, ghee; large round cakes of ground rice, sugar and sesamum seeds and cooked in 
oil; piles of sweet cakes made of meal and sugar and fried in ghee; lumps of sweets 
composed of meal cooked in ghee; a kind of porridge made of wheat flour with ghee, milk 
and molasses; curds and seasoned soup of pulses.(34) Offering a brush (made of a small 
green twig with one of its ends crushed) for cleansing My teeth, perfumed oil for anointing 
My body with, a paste (of saffron and camphor powder) for being rubbed on the various parts 
of My body in order to free it from dirt; (bathing My image with.a preparation composed of 
milk, curds, ghee, honey and sugar as well as with scented water; clothing Me with costly silk 
and adorning Me with jewels, sandal-paste and wreaths etc.), and putting a mirror before Me 
(in order to show Me how | look); offering Me food which could be (easily) swallowed (without 
mastication) as well as that needing mastication (together with fragrant water, betel leaves, 
a bed of flowers etc.), and (also) singing songs and dancing etc., should be arranged (at 
least) on a sacred day (e.g., Ekadasi or the full moon), and preferably everyday (if one's 
means allow it). (35) 


fafern fafet gus teernddfefi: | afimrera ofa: agg urforifer ial 
ufteftata «= aeterarera «= qurferfir | starwensserer zearfin staarsit areata ary 13001 
TES aaTeT TgeaTarga: | oaeast MA wafensenarga 1321 
aptiatiemenafeqaangen, istewraerd orig aamrfer 13¢1 
ara graft efanfigah a Sraaarnarant sat aeagd fa: 1¥ol 
wevataara: | cnteeit gerard wa: fapga ae: xe! 
Depositing fire in a sacrificial pit, dug and constructed with due ceremony alongwith 
(three) zone-like constructions, a hollow and a raised ground, one should collect and 
concentrate it with the hand once it has been kindled (by fanning it).(36) Then enclosing it 
on all sides with twenty blades of KuSa grass, one should sprinkle water on the Kuga blades 
all round and, duly replenishing it with fuel while uttering the Vyahrtis (4:, ya: and so on) and 
placing (to the north of the sacred fire) articles to be offered to the fire and sprinkling them 
with water taken from the consecrating vessel, should contemplate Me in the fire as shining 
brightly like molten gold, distinguished by four arms resplendent with a conch, discus, mace 
and lotus, calm (and composed), clad in silk possessing the (golden) hue of the filaments of 
a lotus, adorned with a brilliant diadem, bangles, a girdle (round My waist) and excellent 
armlets, bearing the mark of Srivatsa on My bosom, distinguished with the lustrous 
Kaustubha gem and.with a garland of sylvan flowers. (37—39) Visualizing and worshipping 
Me (as such) and casting (into the fire) sacrificial sticks soaked in:ghee and having made 
the two offerings of ghee known by the name of Agharas (and consisting of sprinkling ghee 
across the sacrificial pit from the northern to the southern end and from the southern to the 
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northern end, uttering the formulas‘ warqa zara ‘and ' s74zaTe1') and two (more) offerings known 
by the name of Ajyabhagas (and consisting of pouring ghee into the sacred fire uttering the 
formulas ‘3774 zaret’ and ‘att =aret’ respectively), should offer oblations soaked in ghee, 
uttering the fundamental Mantra (3% 74 arma) and then the hymn known by the name of 
Purusa-Sukta (consisting of sixteen Mantras); taking a fresh oblation (in a limited quantity 
with every utterance). The knowing devotee should (further) offer oblations (through the fire) 
to Dharma and others in the order mentioned before (in verse 25 above), uttering the name 
of the deity with the indeclinable "Swaha" added to it and (then) the oblation known as 
"Swistakrt" (which is offered at the end of a sacrifice with the formula ‘34 frazya =are1’ and 
is so-called because it is believed to turn the sacrifice into a success). (40-41) 
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Having worshipped Me (as indwelling the fire) and saluted Me, the votary should offer 

oblations (in the eight directions) to My attendants (Nanda and others, mentioned in verse 
28 above) and (then returning to the place of worship and taking his seat before Me), should 
repeat the Mula (principal) Mantra (as long as possible), contemplating (all the while) on the 
Infinite in the form of Lord Narayana. (42)(Then, visualizing Me as having finished My dinner 
in the meantime,) he should offer water (to Me) for rinsing My mouth with and (again inviting 
Me back to My seat) should make over the remnants to Viswaksena (the foremost attendant 
to the Lord). (Again,) offering betel-leaves etc., containing aromatic substances, intended to 
perfume the mouth, he should then conclude the worship (by showering on Me flowers 
placed in the hollow of one's joined palms). (43) (Then) celebrating, recounting and 
dramatically representing My exploits, dancing (out of joy while doing so) and narrating or 
listening to My stories, one should remain immersed in joy awhile. (44) Glorifying Me through 
long or short hymns found in ancient works (such as the Vedas and Puranas) as well as 
through those composed by human beings, and praying in the words "Be pleased, O Lord !" 
he should salute Me falling flat (on the ground) like alog, placing his head at My feet and with 
his arms joined together (at his back after the fashion of a criminal) and saying, "O Lord, 
protect me, afraid (as | am) of the ocean of worldly existence rendered all the more fearful 
by the presence of the alligator in the shape of death, and (as such) come to You (for 
protection)." (45-46) Praying thus he should respectfully place on his head as if given by Me 
the flowers etc., offered to Me and in case he must send back the deity (from the image in 
the event of its being intended for temporary worship); the (divine) effulgence invoked into 
the image should be drawn back (from it and merged) into the (divine) flame burning in the 
lotus of the heart (and the image deposited into some holy tank or river).(47) One can worship 
Me through whichever of the media (enumerated in verse 9 above), e. g., an image, he 
conceives a reverence for on a particular occasion; for, being the Soul of the universe. | dwell 
in all created beings as well as in the self (of the worshipper himself). (48) 
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Worshipping Me as aforesaid in accordance with the courses of worship taught in the 
Vedas as also in the Tantras, a man secures at My hands success of the kind coveted by 
him both here and hereafter. (49) One (who can afford to do so) should cause a strong 
(enduring) house of worship to be built and, having duly installed My image (in it), should 
(further) cause beautiful flower-gardens to be laid out and make a (formal) grant (in favour 
of the temple) of fields, markets, towns or villages helpful for the (daily) worship, (occasional) 
congregations (on sacred days) and festivals. Granting these for the regular (and uninterrupted) 
conduct of worship etc., from day to day as well as on specially sacred days, one bids fair 
to enjoy a fortune as great as Mine. (50-51) Through installation (of an image) one bids fair 
to acquire sovereignty of the entire globe; by erecting a temple he is sure to attain dominion 
of (all) the three worlds; through worship etc., one can hope to reach the realm of Brahma 
and through all these three (combined) one can attain a state of equality with Me. (52) He 
who worships Me as aforesaid secures union (in thought with Me) through Devotion and 
through (such) course of disinterested Devotion one attains to Me alone. (53) He who takes 
away the endowment made either by himself or by others in favour of (the image of) a deity or 
a Brahmana continues for ten crores of years to be born as a creature living on ordure. (54) 
Such a destiny (whether good or bad as depicted in verses 49 to 54 above) awaits hereafter 
the agent as well as his assistant, prompter and supporter too, since each (of them) is a 
partner in the act; and the reward or punishment is greater according as the action is more 
dignified or atrocious.(55) 


Thus ends the twenty-seventh discourse in Book Eleven of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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The glorious Lord began again: Visualizing the universe—though brought about by 
(the co-operation of) Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa (the Spirit)—as one in substance (asa 
manifestation of Brahma or the Absolute), one should neither praise nor condemn the 
(tranquil, vehement or torpid) nature and (corresponding) actions of others. (1) He who 
eulogizes or denounces the natural bent of mind and actions of others quickly strays from 
his (real) purpose (of Self-Knowledge) on account of his clinging to duality (which is 
unreal).(2) On the senses (evolved from the Rajasika ego) being overpowered with sleep the 
soul imprisoned in the body enters the realm of Maya (illusion in the shape of the dream state 
in the event of the mind continuing to function) and having lost its consciousness (of the body 
and its surroundings later on when the mind too becomes torpid) reaches the state of deep 
sleep (which has been likened to death). So does the man perceiving many things (instead 
of the one real substance) experience distraction on coming in contact with the pleasures of 
sense and later on finds himself sunk into the depths of ignorance). (3) In the midst of duality, 
which is unreal (the question does not arise) what is good (praiseworthy) and what is evil 
(deprecable) and to what extent a (particular) thing is good or bad; (for) whatever is 
expressed through word (i.e., whatever is grasped through the senses) as well as whatever 
is contemplated with the mind is false. (4) A reflection, an echo and an illusory object (such 
as a mother of pearl presenting the appearance of silver), though unreal, react on us (as 
though they were real). So do the body and other entities (continue to) inspire fear till they 
disappear (into their one substratum, viz., Brahma). (5) Therefore, this universe is (no other 
than) the (Supreme) Spirit, inasmuch as It is capable of assuming all forms and almighty 
(capable of evolving everything). It is that (Universal) Spirit (alone) which creates and is 
created, protects and is protected, destroys and is destroyed. (It is both the subject and the 
object). (6) Therefore, no entity other than the Self existing apart from that which is created 
and so on has been posited (by the Vedas).This threefold appearance (in the shape of 
creation, continuance and destruction of the universe) in the Self has been declared (by the 
wise) as baseless. Know the threefold existence (in the shape of the perceiver, the perceived 
and the act of perception), being a product of the three Gunas, as brought about by Maya 
(My deluding potency) . (7) He who comes to know (what is meant by) this ripeness of JAana 
and Vijnana as taught by Me would neither extol nor revile anyone and would move about 
in the world (free from partiality and prejudice) as the sun. (8) Realizing this world as having 
a beginning and an end and (therefore) unreal (when conceived as apart from the Spirit) by 
means of perception, inference, the authority«of the scriptures and one's own direct 
experience, one should move about in this world unattached.(9) 


650 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA [ Dis. 28 


SERMON TERENCE HATECANK TKK K KK A eK HKRehenKK Ae hKAKNCKKAKeHKeKNKNKMKEHE NNN KKEENeKNEne 


Uddhava submitted : Transmigration (or in other words, the experience of pleasure and 
pain etc.), is undergone neither by the soul, who is the perceiver and therefore self-luminous, 
nor by the body, which is the object of perception and therefore other than the Self. (All the 
same) itis experienced, O Lord! (The question, therefore, arises:) by whomisit undergone ? (10) 
The soul is undecaying, unqualified, free from impurities, self-effulgent like fire and 
unobscured (by the evil of Avidya or nescience) while the body is material like wood. 
(Therefore,) which (of the two) undergoes transmigration ? (11) 
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The glorious Lord replied: So long as there is contact of the undiscriminating soul with 
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the body, senses and vital airs metempsychosis continues to bear fruit (in the shape of 
pleasure and pain), even though it has no reality. (12) Even though phenomena (in the shape 
of the various bodies) do not exist (in the Self), metempsychosis (consisting in the experience 
of pleasure and pain) does not cease in the case of the embodied soul continuing to think 
of the objects of senses, even as calamities do not cease to afflict a man in the dream state 
so long as the dream is not broken, although the objects seen in it (including the body 
appearing in the dream) do not (actually) exist. (13) Just as the dream experience brings 
many a woe to aman who has not yet woken—while the same surely does not infatuate him 
who has woken up—so what brings sorrow to the ignorant does not afflict a wise man. (14) 
Grief, delight, fear, anger, greed, infatuation, craving and other moods as well as birth and 
death are seen in relation to the ego and not to the Self. (15) The spirit hidden behind the 
body, the senses, the vital airs and the mind and identifying itself with them is called the Jiva. 
The subtle body (constituted of the Gunas and Karmas) is its material manifestation and is 
variously known as the Sutratma or the Mahat-tattva. Controlled by God (in the form of the 
Time-Spirit), it revolves in Sarnsara (the whirligig of metempsychosis). (16) Cutting down 
with the sword of wisdom, whetted by worship (of God), this (tree of the) ego-sense—which 
has no root and (yet) stands revealed in multitudinous forms (such as those of gods, human 
beings etc.), and is entertained in relation to the mind, speech, vital airs and body—a 
contemplative soul roams about on the globe destitute of (all) thirst-(for the pleasures of 
sense). (17) Wisdom consists in distinguishing the Self from the non-Self. (Study of) the 
Vedas and askesis (in the shape of discharging one's own sacred obligations), the teachings 
of exalted souls, ratiocination (consistent with those teachings) and one's own realization 
(which does not contradict the two) constitute the means to (the attainment of) such 
discriminating knowledge. And such discrimination results in the conviction that what alone 
existed at the beginning of creation and will survive at the end of it exists in the middle as well 
and that is (Brahma,) the revealer as well as the cause of the universe. (18) (Even) as gold 
not (yet) wrought into various beautiful shapes (as ornaments), which existed before as well 
as after all tnat is made ofit, is the same even at the middle, while itis being called by different 
names (ear-ring, bangle and so on), so do | (the Cause of the universe) exist before and after 
the universe and am designated by different names even at the middle. (In other words, the 
creation is in no way other than Me.)(19) That (one substance, viz., Brahma) alone is real, 
because of which—the fourth principle (consisting of absolute Consciousness) —O dear 
uddhava, this mind subject to its three states (viz., waking, dream and deep slumber), the 
three Gunas or modes of Prakrti (which bring about the three states) as well as the threefold 
universe (consisting of the cause, viz., the Adhyatma or the senses, the effect, viz., the 
Adhibhuta or the five elements —earth etc., and the agent, viz., the Adhidaiva or the gods 
presiding over the Indriyas) appear through invariable concomitance, and which substance 
(equally) persists even when this threefold distinction disappears (viz., during Samadhi or 
the state of absorption).(20) That (on the other hand) which neither existed before nor will 
persist after (viz.,the manifest creation) does not (really) exist even in the middle except in 
name alone. An effect is the same as that other substance (viz., the cause) through which 
it came into being and by which it stands revealed: such is My conviction.(21) This world of 
modifications, though it did not exist (before), has evolved from Brahma through Rajas and 
is revealed (also) by Brahma, which (on the other hand) is the cause of all by itself (and not 
the effect of any other cause) and the revealer (too). (Therefore) it is Brahma (alone) which 
appears as this diversified universe, consisting (as it does) of the senses and their objects 
(the subtle elements), the mind (including the gods presiding over the senses and the mind) 
and the five gross elements. (22) Resolving one's doubts concerning the Self by the 
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aforesaid means of clearly distinguishing Brahma (vide verse 18 above) and by rejecting the 
possibility of the body etc., (which are other than the Self) being recognized as the Self and 
by the grace of a wise preceptor, and sated with the bliss of Self-Realization, one should 
dissociate oneself from all the senses etc., (thirsting after enjoyment). (23) Indeed the body, 
(which is) a product of the earth, the senses, the deities presiding over them, life-breath, the 
air, water, fire and the mind, which is sustained by food, reason and the intellect, the ego, 
ether, earth, the (five) objects of the senses and Prakrti (the state of equilibrium of the three 
Gunas) are not the Self (since they are all material). (24) What gain can there be to him who 
has fully realized My Truth through his senses, made up of the three Gunas, being composed 
or, say, what harm can befall him through his senses being tossed about ? What gain or loss 
can accrue to the sun through the clouds having gathered about it or dispersed ? (25) (Even) 
as the sky is not affected by the (drying, burning, drenching and soiling) properties of the air, 
fire, water and earth or by the peculiarities, that come and go, of the various seasons, so the 
transcendent Indestructible is never contaminated by the impurities (impure tendencies and 
actions) of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, which bring about the transmigration of one who looks 
upon the body as his self. (26) All the same attachment to the pleasures of sense, which are 
the creations of Maya (Prakrti) should be completely eschewed until the impurity attaching 
to the mind in the form of passion is shaken off through the intense practice of Devotion. (27) 
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(Just) as a disease in men sprouts again and again, if treated improperly, and causes much 
pain, so does the mind whose passions and (the latencies of) Karma to which they are traceable 
have not been burnt and which has conceived an attachment for all (wealth, sons, wife and so 
On) brings about the fall of one who has not attained perfection in Yoga (wisdom). (28) Those 
imperfect Yogis who are (thus) frustrated by (living) impediments in the form of human 
beings (such as wife and sons, kinsfolk and disciples) placed by the gods take once more 
to (the practice of) Yoga, by force of the habit acquired in previous births, but never to the 
elaborate course of action. (29) Impelled by some agency (the Inner Controller or force of 
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destiny etc.), the ignorant man performs actions till his death and is subjected to joy and 
sorrow (undergoes transmigration thereby).The enlightened soul (however) is not so 
subjected, though seated in the body (a product of Matter), his thirst (for the pleasures of 
sense) having ceased due to his enjoying the bliss of Self-Realization (and hence does not 
undergo transmigation through performing actions all his life). (30) He whose mind is fixed 
on the Self is not aware of the body whether it is standing or sitting, walking or lying down, 
answering the calls of nature or masticating food or pursuing any other natural activity. (31) 
If at all a man of wisdom perceives the various objects of his extroverted senses, he does 
not recognize as real anything other than the Self—for such a thing would be contrary to 
reason —any more than aman rising from sleep recognizes as real an object seen inadream 
and as such vanishing. (32) This psycho-physical organism (a product of ignorance), 
wonderfully wrought by the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and Karmas (conforming to those 
Gunas), which was formerly (in the state of bondage) perceived as non-distinct from the Self, 
O dear Uddhava, now disappears in the light of Self-Knowledge. The Self (however) can 
neither be apprehended nor rejected. (33) Just as the emergence of the sun (only) disperses 
the darkness screening the human eyes, but does not create (anew) what has already been 
there, so My consummate and true realization dispels the darkness enveloping the mind of 
man. (34) The Self is never hidden from our view (but ever directly perceptible). It is self- 
luminous, beyond birth (and death etc.), beyond all proof, unlimited in pdint of time and space 
etc. (and therefore beyond all change), comprising all sorts of experiences, and remaining 
one (without a second) when all words cease to describe it. Speech and the senses function 
(only) when impelled by It.(35) 
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The notion of difference in the absolute Self is entirely a delusion of the mind; for other 
than one's own self there is no ground for this difference. (36) The view of some self- 
conceited men that the duality (in the form of the body etc.), perceptible (with the senses) in 


the form of (so many) names and forms and consisting of the five (gross) elements cannot 
be refuted is a meaningless tall talk. (37) 
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If the body of a Yogi who has not yet achieved perfection in Yoga and who is still striving 
is visited by (some) calamities (ailments etc.), appearing all of a sudden, the following is 
prescribed as a remedy. (38) One should get rid of some obstacles (such as heat and cold) 


through Yogic concentration (severally on the moon and the sun), others (viz., flatulence and 
other ailments) by means of Yogic postures accompanied by concentration on the air and 
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still others (viz., those brought about by evil stars and snakes etc.), through askesis (self- 
denial), spells and drugs (as required). (39) Some obstacles (such as lust and anger) yielding 
evil results one should gradually get over through continued contemplation on Me, by loudly 
chanting the Divine Names and so on, and still others (such as hypocrisy and pride) by 
waiting upon masters of Yoga. (40) Some men, having controlled their senses and made 
their living body exceptionally strong (proof against disease and old age) and ever young by 
various means, take to the practice of Yoga for the attainment of mystic powers (such as 
transferring one's soul to a dead body and tenanting it). (41) That is (however) not to be made 
much of by the wise; for the pains taken over such a consummation are futile inasmuch as 
the body (after all) is perishable like the fruit of a tree (and might drop any moment). (42) 
(Even) if the body of a man ever diligently practising Yoga attains exceptional fitness, a wise 
man should not lay much store by such fitness, discontinuing the (practice of) Yoga; he 
should (on the other hand) remain devoted to Me.(43) The Yogi who, depending on Me, 
diligently carries on the aforesaid practice of Yoga is not baffled by obstacles; he is (on the 
other hand) rid of all hankerings and enjoys the bliss of Self-Realization. (44) 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth discourse in Book Eleven of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse XXIX 


Courses of conduct pleasing to the Lord; Uddhava's 
departure for Badarikasrama 
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Uddhava submitted: | consider this Yogic discipline extremely hard to practise for one 
who has not been able to control his mind. (Therefore, pray) tell me explicitly, O immortal 


Lord, the means by which a man may easily attain perfection.(1) Yogis (strivers) trying to curb 
their mind, O lotus-eyed Lord, get tired in their attempt to control it and often feel frustrated 
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because of their not being able to compose it. (2) It is for this very reason that men who are 
capable of distinguishing the substantial from the unsubstantial easily and definitely resort 
to Your lotus-feet, yielding (the nectar of) supreme bliss, O lotus-eyed Lord of the universe! 
Handicapped (however) are they by Your Maya (deluding potency), who, being proud of their 
Self-Knowledge and (knowledge of) ritual acts, do not (so) resort to You! (3) That You should 
be subject to the will of Your servants (devotees) that are exclusively devoted to You, O 
Befriender of all, is no wonder for You, O immortal Lord ! who found delight in the company 
of animals (monkeys etc.,in Your descent as Sri Rama as well as in Your infantile sports at 
Vrindabana), even though Your very footstool is (ever and anon) rubbed by the end of the 
brilliant diadems of Brahma and others (the rulers of the world)! (4) What man who is 
conscious of good offices done (by you) to Your devotees (in the past) can possibly turn his 
back on You as aforesaid, the Ruler and the Beloved, (nay,) the very Self of the entire 
creation, who bestow all desired boons upon those that have sought shelter with You ? What 
(knowing) man will as a matter of fact go in for something (other than You, even though gifted 
by You,) which is conducive to good fortune (alone) and later on, to forgetfulness (about You) ? 
What good fortune will not attend on us, who take delight in the dust of Your feet ? (5) (Even) 
enlightened souls cannot get square with You, O Lord! even through the span of life allotted 
to Brahma (viz., 31,10,40,00,00,00,000 years) and feel overjoyed while recalling Your 
obligations; for (they know that) appearing in the form of the preceptor outside andin the form 
of the Inner Controller within (their heart) it is You who drive away the sin (and impurities) of 
embodied souls and reveal Your true nature (to them).(6) 
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Sri Suka began again: Questioned thus by Uddhava, whose mind was excessively 
devoted to Him, Sri Krsna (the suzerain Lord even of Brahma and others, the rulers of the 
universe), who, having assumed three forms (under the names of Brahma, Visnu and Siva) 
through His own potencies (in the shape of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas), toys with the world, 
lovingly spoke (as follows) with a soul-ravishing smile (on His lips). (7) 
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The glorious Lord said : Hullo ! | shall tell you the most auspicious courses of conduct 
pleasing to Me, following which with reverence a mortal conquers death, which is so difficult 
to conquer.(8) With mind and intellect dedicated to Me and his mind and soul finding delight 
in the courses of conduct pleasing to Me, aman should gradually (learn to) perform all actions 
for My sake, remembering Me (all the while). (9) He should take up his abode in holy lands 
inhabited by pious men devoted to Me and follow the conduct of my devotees among the 
gods, demons and human beings. (10) He should arrange (either) individually or collectively 
in My honour on sacred days (such as Ekadasi) processions and great festivities alongwith 
songs, dances etc., spending large sums of money on a monarchical scale. (11) Pure of 
mind, he should behold Me alone, the Supreme Self, as pervading within as well as without 
and unconditioned as the sky in all created beings as also in his own self. (12) He who, 
embracing thus the point of view of Self-Knowledge alone, regards all created beings as 
identical with Me, O highly enlightened one, and honours them as such, (nay,) who looks with 
an equal eye upon a Brahmana and a low-born individual, a thief and a devotee of 
Brahmanas, the sun and a spark, a tender-hearted and a cruel man is accounted wise. (13-14) 
(The spirit of) rivalry (withequals), fault-finding (with one's superiors) and contempt (for one's 
inferiors) coupled with self-conceit surely disappear before long from the mind of a man 
incessantly (engaged in) looking upon men and women as (no other than) Myself. (15) 
Ignoring his own people (even) if they laugh at him and giving up the body-consciousness 
(as a result of which one comes to regard oneself as superior and the low-born and animals 
etc., as inferior to one's own self) and casting to the winds (all sense of) shame, he should 
bow low to all down to a dog, a pariah, a cow and a donkey, falling flat on the ground like a 
log of wood. (16) Until the conviction about all created beings being identical with Myself gets 
rooted in him, he should worship Me in the aforesaid manner through the active agency of 
his speech, mind and body. (17) Everything is reduced to Brahma (the Absolute) in his eyes. 
(And) seeing Brahma (and Brahma alone) everywhere by virtue of knowledge (raised to the 
level of realization) gained by looking upon everything as Brahma, and freed from all doubts, 
he should cease from all activity. (18) Looking upon all created beings as Myself through the 
active agency of mind, speech and body—this indeed is considered by Me to be the best of 
all disciplines (conducive to My realization). (19) There is no (fear of) loss in the least degree 
of this course of conduct in the form of My worship, O dear Uddhava, once it has been taken 
up (in right earnest), because it is free from (all) craving and since it has been deliberately 
determined by Me, unaffected as it is by the (three) Gunas. (20) (Nay,) whatever worldly 
exertion, though fruitless (e.g., the act of fleeing and crying through fear etc.), yet dedicated 
inadisinterested spirit to Me, the Supreme, is exalted to the level of Dharma (righteousness), 
O most pious Uddhava ! (21) Here lies the wisdom of the wise, (nay,) the cleverness of the 
clever consists in this (alone) that one attains in this (very) life to Me, the (only) immortal and 
real substance, through this bogus and mortal frame. (22) 
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The aforesaid teaching covers the entire range of Vedantic teaching, which has been 
taught by Me to you in a nutshell or in extenso, (as necessary) and which is (so) difficult to 
grasp even for the gods. (23) Repeatedly has this Knowledge (of Truth) been expounded by 
Me in a very lucid and reasoned way. Having grasped it fully a man will have (all) his doubts 
dispelled and bids fair to get liberated. (24) (Nay,) he who treasures (in his mind) this question 
of yours as well as this discourse containing my reply (to it) will realize the everlasting 
transcendent Brahma, that lies hidden in the Vedas.(25) (Again,) | shall voluntarily confer My 
own Self on that teacher of Brahma who imparts this knowledge to My devotees most 
extensively. (26) He who repeats aloud in an intelligent way this most sacred teaching (of 
Mine). which is capable of sanctifying others (too), will get purified in that he will be revealing 
Me day to day (to others) by the lamp of wisdom.(27) A man who attentively listens to this 
(dialogue) with reverence from day to day will be practising (in effect) supreme devotion to 
Me and will not be bound by actions. (28) | hope, O Uddhava, my friend, (the true nature of) 
Brahma has been fully understood by you; | presume also that your mind-born infatuation 
and grief too has totally disappeared. (29) Let this teaching (of Mine) not be imparted by you 
to a hypocrite, an unbeliever, a cheat, an irreverent listener, one who is not a devotee and 
to an insolent person. (30) One should speak about it to him who is utterly devoid of the 
aforementioned faults, to a devotee of the Brahmanas, to one's (own) favourite, to a pious 
and holy man, (nay, even) to the Sudras and womenfolk if there is Devotion in them. (31) 
Nothing remains to be known by a seeker of Knowledge after knowing this, (just as) nothing 
remains to be quaffed after taking a draught of the immortalizing nectar. (32) To (devotees 
like) you, O dear Uddhava, | (Myself) cover the entire range of the fourfold object (of human 
pursuit), which is (partially) attained by men (in the shape of, say, final beatitude) through self- 
knowledge, (Dharma or religious merit) through (the performance of prescribed) duty, 
(mystic powers included under the category of Kama or enjoyment) through (the practice of) 
Yoga, (wealth) through (the pursuit of) agriculture etc., (the vocation of a Vaisya), and 
(dominion, also included in the category of enjoyment) through the wielding of a sceptre (a 
symbol of ruling power). (33) When, having relinquished all duties, a mortal dedicates himself 
to Me, he is chosen by Me as an object of special favour; and, attaining immortality, he then 
gets qualified in reality for becoming one with Me (or acquiring divine powers). (34) 
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Sri Suka went on: Hearing the discourse of Sri Krsna of excellent renown, Uddhava, 
who had thus been shown the path of Yoga (union with the Lord), stood with joined palms, 
his eyes overflowing with tears, and could not at that time utter a word (in return) as his 
throat was choked with emotion. (35) Controlling his mind, agitated through affection, by 
firmness, O king, and accounting himself blessed, he (now) replied (as follows) to Sri 
Krsna (the greatest hero among the Yadus) with joined palms, touching His lotus- feet with 
his head. (36) 
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Uddhava submitted : The thick darkness of ignorance that had been hugged by me 
has been dispersed by Your teaching. Can cold and darkness or the fear born of these 
possibly prevail against a man who has sought the presence of fire, O Creator (even) of 
Brahma ? (37) The lamp of wisdom (that had been snatched away by Your Maya) has been 
restored to me, Your servant, by You, compassionate as You are. Leaving the soles of Your 
feet, what grateful man would seek any other asylum ? (38) Nay, the most tough snare of my 
Affection for the Dasarhas, the Vrsnis, the Andhakas and the Satvatas, that had been spread 
by You through Your deluding potency for the propagation of species, has actually been torn 
asunder by You with the sword of Self-Realization, (39) (My) salutation be to You, O Supreme 
Master of Yoga! (Pray,) instruct me, who have come to You for protection, so that unceasing 
love for Your lotus-feet may abide in my heart. (40) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Enjoined by Me, O Uddhava ! proceed to My hermitage, 
called by the name of Badarikasrama. Hallowed there by bathing in and drinking the water 
of the (holy) Ganga (which has washed My feet and acquired sanctity thereby), nay, purged 
of all impurities by the (very) sight of the Alakananda (a tributary of the Ganga), wearing the 
bark of trees, O dear one! living on wild fruits and free from (all) hankering for pleasure, 
enduring all experiences in the form of pairs of opposites (such as cold and heat), amiable 
of disposition, with your senses fully controlled, calm and possessed of a collected mind, 
endowed with wisdom and Self-Realization, ruminating most thoughtfully upon whatever you 
have learnt from Me and devoting your speech and mind to Me, remain assiduously engaged 
in duties pleasing to Me. Transcending the three courses of destiny, (viz., ascent to heaven 
in a celestial form, rebirth as a human being and being cast into the womb of any subhuman 
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creature, according to the predominance of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas respectively), you will 
then attain to Me. (41—44) 
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Sri Suka resumed : Instructed thus by Sri Krsna (devotion to whom puts an end to 
metempsychosis), Uddhava went round the Lord keeping Him always to his right (so as to 
ensure His constant goodwill) and, placing his head on His feet while departing, bathed them 
with drops of tears, his mind (too) being moistened with emotion, even though he had 
transcended the pairs of opposites (in the form of joy and sorrow etc., as a result of the Lord's 
teaching). (45) Alarmed at his (impending) separation from Sri Krsna— whose affection was 
most difficult to turn one's back upon— and unable to leave Him, Uddhava felt ill at ease and 
suffered (great) agony. (Then) bearing on his head the pair of wooden sandals belonging to 
his Master (and gifted by Himself as a token of His pleasure) and bowing to Him again and 
again, he departed. (46) Having firmly installed the Lord in the inmost of his heart, the great 
votary of the Lord then reached Visala (another name of Badarikasrama); and, practising 
austerities according to rules, attained to the state of Sri Hari as taught by Sri Krsna” (the sole 
Befriender of the universe). (47) He who tastes ever so little with real reverence this nectar 
of wisdom, churned out of the ocean of bliss (in the shape of the Upanisads, so-called 
because they reveal the nature of Brahma, which is all bliss) and taught to Uddhava (a great 
devotee of the Lord) by (no less a personage than) Sri Krsna, whose (lotus) feet are resorted 
to (even) by masters of Yoga (like Lord Siva), is not only liberated himself but the world (at 
large) gets liberated (through his fellowship). (48) | bow to the Supreme Person known by 
the name of Sri Krsna, the First Cause, the Author of the Vedas, who in order to put an end 
to rebirth (in the case of devotees that have turned their face from the world) and the fear of 
old age and disease etc., (in the case of those following the ways of the world) extracted like 
a bee (the twofold) nectar, viz., 1-the quintessence of the Vedas in the form of Jfiana (Self- 
Knowledge) and Vijfiana (God-Realization)— which are the only valuable things (in life)— 
and 2-the immortalizing beverage of the gods (churned) out of the ocean, and gave the 
(twofold) nectar to the (aforementioned two) classes of His devotees to drink. (49) 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth discourse in Book Eleven of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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Discourse XXX 


Holocaust of Yadu's Race 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : Uddhava, a great devotee of the Lord, having 
proceeded to the woodland (of Badarikasrama), what did the Lord, the father of (all) created 
beings, do next in Dwaraka ? (1) His (own) race having been wiped out through the curse 
of Brahmanas, how did Sri Krsna (the foremost of the Yadus) cast off His body, the most 
beloved of the eyes of all, from which ladies could not withdraw their eyes (once) riveted on 
it; which, having (once) entered the ears of the virtuous and (then) clung to their mind 
(through the passage of the ears), never departs from it; whose splendour (when glorified 
by poets) gives a delightful character to their speech and what goes without saying, brings 


honour to them, and looking on which, (when) seated in the car of (the all-victorious) Arjuna, 
warriors (who fell in battle) attained similarity to it ! (2-3) 
WTA 
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The sage (Sri Suka) replied : Seeing evil portents of a grave nature manifest in the 
heavens and on earth as wellas in the air, Sri Krsna spoke thus to the Yadus sitting (together) 
in (the assembly hall known by the name of) Sudharma. (4) "These grave portents ofa terrible 
nature appearing in Dwaraka are indications of a holocaust. We should not (therefore) stay 
here even for an hour, O leaders of the Yadus ! (5) Let the womenfolk, infants and aged men 
move from this place to (the sacred spot called) Sankhoddhara, while we shall proceed to 
Prabhasa, where the river Saraswati flows towards the west (and joins the sea). (6) Having 
bathed in that river and (thus) purified, and remaining without food, we shall (all) worship the 
(images of) gods with a fully concentrated mind by bathing them, daubing them with sandal- 
paste and offering (other) articles of worship. (7) Having been blessed (by the Brahmanas) 
through the recitation of benedictory Mantras (sacred texts) and offering of flowers etc., we 
shall also honour the highly blessed Brahmanas by gifting them cows, lands, gold and 
raiments as well as elephants, horses, chariots and dwellings.(8) That is the surest way of 
dispersing evil and the best means of securing happiness. Worship of gods, the Brahmanas 
and cows brings supreme exaltation to men." (9) 
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Attentively hearing this speech of Sri Krsna (the enemy of the demon Madhu) and saying 
"Amen !", the elderly among the Yadus all proceeded to Prabhasa in chariots after crossing the 
sea by means of barks. (10) There the scions of Yadu performed with supreme Devotion 
whatever was enjoined by the Lord alongwith all (other) means of ensuring prosperity. (11) 
Then, their judgment having been vitiated by (an evil) destiny, they drank there a highly 
intoxicating and delicious drink known by the name of Maireyaka, by the filtrates of which the 
intellect is perverted. (12) There ensued a very bitter clash between the heroes, who were 
(all) proud at heart and were hard drunk with the strong beverage and were (further) deluded 
by the enchanting potency of Sri Krsna. (13) Inflamed with anger and equipped with arms 
they contended (with one another) on the seashore by means of bows, swords, spears, 
maces, bludgeons and lances.(14) Closing with one another in chariots and on elephants 
etc., as well as on (the back of) donkeys, camels, bulls, buffaloes and mules and men, bearing 
ensigns that fluttered in the breeze, the highly intoxicated warriors hit one another with arrows 
even as elephants in a forest would strike one another with their tusks.(15) Pradyumna closed 
on the battle-field with Samba, Akrura with Bhoja, Aniruddha with Satyaki, Subhadra with 
Sangramajit, Gada (Sri Krsna's brother) with Sri Krsna's son of the same name and Sumitra 
with Asuretha. All the pairs looked very fierce, their rancour having grown very intense. (16) 
Blinded by intoxication and utterly infatuated by (the enchanting potency of) Sri Krsna (the 
Bestower of Liberation), others too, viz., Nisatha, Ulmuka and so on, the chief of whom were 
Sahasrajit, Satajit and Bhanu, met and struck one another (at close quarters). (17) Casting (all) 
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affection to the winds, then, the DaSarhas, Vrsnis, Andhakas, Bhojas and Satvatas, the Madhus 
and the Arbudas, the Mathuras and the Surasenas, the Visarjanas, the Kukuras and the Kuntis— 
these contended with one another. (18) Sons fought with their fathers and brothers with brothers; 
while maternal uncles, maternal grandfathers, nephews and sister's sons severally crossed 
their swords with their sister's sons, daughter's sons, uncles and maternal uncles. (Likewise) 
friends contended with friends, and relations with relations; while kinsmen killed kinsmen, 
deluded as they (all) were. (19) When (the stocks of) arrows began to be exhausted, bows 
began to be broken (when used as cudgels) and (the stocks of) weapons began to be 
depleted, they tore up with their clenched hands blades of Eraka* grass. (20) Held by the 
clenched hand they turned into (so many) clubs studded with iron, (which were) almost as 
hard as adamant. They (now) began to strike their ememies with them, and, being checked 
by Sri Krsna, they took Him as well as Balabhadra to be their adversary, deluded as they 
were. (Nay,) resolved to kill Them, the desperadoes came up (before Them), O king ! (21-22) 
Highly irritated, They too took up handfuls of Eraka grass, (presently) converted into 
clubs, O delight of the Kurus, and struck them (in return with those clubs) moving (from one 
place to another).(23) The fury, engendered by rivalry, of those warriors, who were 
possessed (as it were) by the curse of the Brahmanas and whose judgment had been 
obscured by the deluding potency of Sri Krsna, brought about their destruction (even) as 
fire (produced by the friction) of bamboos would consume a (whole) forest. (24) All His own 
people as well as clans having thus perished, Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva) 
concluded that the remaining burden of the earth was (also) removed.(25) 
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Resorting at the seashore to Yoga in the form of concentration of mind on the Supreme 
Person, i.e., (in other words) identifying his self with the (Supreme) Spirit Balarama cast off 
the human semblance. (26) Perceiving the ascent of Balarama (to His own realm Patala), 
Lord Sri Krsna (Son of Devaki) went up to a peepul (the sacred fig tree) and sat down quietly 
on the ground (resting His back against its trunk). (27) He revealed His resplendent four- 
armed form and, like a smokeless fire, dispelled by His own effulgence the gloom of (all) the 
quarters. (28) It bore the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of white hair on the breast), was dark-brown 
(of hue) like a (rainy) cloud, was wrapped in a pair of silk pieces and (thereby) shone like 
burnished gold and was most auspicious (to look at). (29) Ithad a lotus-like countenance with 
a lovely smile playing on it, was graced with dark hair, had a pair of delightful lotus-like eyes 
and was adorned with a shining pair of alligator-shaped ear-rings. (30) It was decked with 
a girdle, the sacred thread, a diadem, a pair of bracelets and armlets as well as witha pearl 
necklace, a pair of anklets and rings and the Kaustubha gem. (31) Its limbs were encircled 
by a garland of sylvan flowers; (nay,) It was waited upon by His own weapons (discus, mace 
and the Sarnga bow etc.), in a living form and was seated placing the left-foot, (with its sole) 


ruddy as a lotus, on the right thigh. (32) 
eee 

* It will be remembered that when the steel pestle generated by the curse of Brahmanas had been crushed into powder 
and cast into the sea, the particles of the powder were borne by the waves to and deposited on the shore, where they grew into 
a grass named Eraka (vide verses 21 and 22 of Discourse | above) 
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Jara, a hunter, who had forged (the head of) his arrow out of the iron piece that had been 
left after pulverizing the (steel) pestle (generated by the execration of Brahmanas), pierced 

(as it were) His (aforesaid) foot, that resembled in shape the mouth ofa deer, suspecting Him 

to be an antelope. (33) Discovering (his quarry to be an other than) a four-armed personage, 

the hunter, who was frightened on account of his having committed an offence (against the 

Lord), fell (prostrate) at the feet of Sri Krsna (a sworn enemy of the demons) touching them 

with his head. (34) (He submitted:) "Be pleased, O Slayer of the demon Madhu, to forgive 

this transgression of mine, sinful as | am, O Sinless One, in that it has been perpetuated by 
this sinner unwittingly, O Lord of excellent renown ! (35) Offence has been done by me to 

You, O Lord Visnu, whose remembrance, they say, is capable of dispersing the darkness of 

men's ignorance. (36) Therefore, speedily kill me, a sinful hunter of (innocent) deer, O Lord 

of Vaikuntha, lest | should commit offence against noble souls any more as | have done (this 
time). (37) How can we of impious birth make any observation directly about this gesture (in 
the shape of the wholesale destruction of Yadu's race) of Gours as Sri Krsna, the work of 


whose handmaid (Maya) even Brahma (the creator), his sons, Rudra and others, and the 
seers of Veda whose vision has been obscured by Your Maya, are unable to know. (38) 
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The glorious Lord said : Don't you be afraid, O Jara, get up; indeed this part (of making 
Me the target of your arrow) has been played by you as desired by Me. Ascend you as 
permitted by Me to heaven, the abode of the virtuous. (39) 
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Commanded thus by Lord Sri Krsna, who takes a form atwill, the hunter thrice walked round 
Him clockwise (so as to keep Him ever to his right and thus ensure His benignity) and, bowing 
to Him, ascended to heaven in an aerial car Pde by His attendants to take him). (40) Hunting 
up and tracking out the whereabouts of Sri Krsna by inhaling the breeze charged with the 
fragrance of Tulasi, Daruka (the Lord's own charioteer) sought His presence. (41) Seeing his 
Master actually seated there at the base of an Agwattha (the sacred fig tree) and surrounded 
by weapons (appearingin a living form) possessing a dazzling brilliance, the charioteer jumped 
down from (his box in) the chariot and fell prostrate at His feet, with eyes full of tears, his mind 
overwhelmed with affection. (42) (He said,) "O Lord, my vision has completely gone and stands 
envelopedin darkness (opacity) ever since | have ceased to behold Your lotus-feet. (Even now) 
| fail to recognize the (four) quarters and find no peace (of mind) any more than a traveller on 
the moon having set at night." (43) While the charioteer was speaking thus, the (Lord's) chariot, 
which was distinguished by the emblem of Garuda (on its banner), rose to the sky, horses, 
banner andall, O king of kings, while Daruka stood looking up. (44) The transcendent weapons 
of Lord Visnu (Sri Krsna) too followed the chariot, Sri Krsna (who is solicited by all men) said 
to the charioteer, who felt much astonished at heart at the aforesaid occurrence:— (45) 
"Proceed, O charioteer, to Dwaraka and communicate to My kinsfolk (there) the destruction 
of their relations at the hands of one another, (nay,) the departure (for His own divine realm) 
of Lord Sankarsana (Balarama) as well as My own predicament. (46) (Tell them on My behalf:) 
“You should no longer stay at Dwaraka with your relations inasmuch as the sea will submerge 
the capital of the Yadus (now thatit has been) forsaken by Me. (47) Taking (with you) each your 
own family and possessions as well as Our parents (Devaki and Vasudeva) and guarded by 
Arjuna, you should all leave for Indraprastha without exception." (48) As for yourself, follow the 
course of conduct (the path of Devotion) which is dear to Me, get established in the knowledge 
of your being one with Brahma, cultivate an attitude of nonchalance (towards the world) and, 
realizing this (visible) universe to be a creation of My Maya (enchanting potency), acquire 
calmness (of mind)." (49) Instructed thus (by the Lord), Daruka went round the Lord (clockwise 
so as to keep Him always to his right), bowed to Him again and again and, placing His feet on 
his head (and then removing them) proceeded to Dwaraka, sad at heart. (50) 


Thus ends the thirtieth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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SriSuka began again: Now (after the departure of Daruka) there appeared on the scene 
Brahma (the creator) as well as Lord Siva (the Source of the universe) alongwith His (divine) 
Spouse (Goddess Parvati), (other) gods led by the great Indra (the ruler of the gods), sages 
accompanied by the lords of creation, manes, Siddhas and Gandharvas, Vidyadharas and 
great Nagas, Caranas, Yaksas and Raksasas, Kinnaras and Apsaras and Brahmanas (like 
Maitreya or birds belonging to the realm of Garuda), full of great longing and keen to witness 
the Lord's Ascent (to His realm), and celebrating and narrating the exploits as well as the 
story of the advent of Lord Sri Krsna (a scion of Surasena). (1 —3) Full of highest 
devotion, they rained showers of flowers, crowding the heavens with their rows of aerial 
cars, O Pariksit ! (4) Casting His glance on Brahma (the grandfather or forbear of the entire 
creation, the sages Marici and others being its fathers) as well as on the (other) gods (His 
own glorious manifestations) and fixing His mind on His own (divine) essence, the all- 
pervading Lord closed His lotus-eyes. (5) Not consuming, through concentration of mind on 
the element of fire, His own (divine) body, which sustains the (entire) universe and is the all- 
blissful object of meditation and concentration, He (bodily) ascended to His own (divine) 
realm. (6) Kettledrums sounded in heaven and flowers rained from the sky. Truth, piety, 
fortitude, glory and prosperity departed from the earth alongwith Him. (7) Gods and others, 
Brahma being the foremost of them, did not behold Sri Krsna, whose ways are unknown (to 
all), entering His own (divine) realm; while some of them (who were more fortunate than the 
rest) did perceive Him and felt much astonished. (8) The movements of Sri Krsna cannot be 
perceived by the gods any more than those of lightning disappearing into the sky leaving a. 
mass of clouds. (9) Amazed to witness the aforesaid disappearance of Sri Hari by dint of His 
(wonderful) Yogic power, and extolling it, the said: gods, Brahma, Siva and others, for their 
part, presently withdrew each to his own realm. (10) 
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Know the advent, sports and disappearance of the Supreme Lord among embodied 
(human) beings, O king, to be a (mere) acting by dint of His Maya (deluding potency) as that 
of a dramatic performer. Having created this universe by Himself (unaided by others and with 
no material other than His own volition) and then entered it (as its Inner Controller), sported 
(in it) and withdrawn it (into Himself) at the end (at the time of final dissolution) and retired 
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(from all activity). He remains established in His own glory. (11) Could He have been 
incapable of protecting Himself (preserving intact His own divine Personality)—He, who 
brought back in his mortal frame the son of His (own) teacher (Sandipani), that had been 
taken to the realm of Death, and revived you (O Pariksit), that had been burnt to death (within 
your mother's womb) by the supreme missile (presided over by Brahma and discharged by 
ASwatthama, the son of Dronacarya), and (thereby) gave relief (to your mother, who had 
sought refuge with Him), (nay,) who conquered even Lord Siva (the Destroyer of Death 
himself), and bodily transferred to heaven the hunter (Jara by name, that had struck the Lord 
with a shaft in the sole of His foot) ?* (12) Though being the independent Cause of the 
evolution, continuance and destruction of the whole universe, wielding as He does all 
powers, the Lord did not, however, choose to retain His body here (on earth) demonstrating 
thereby (to the world) the sublimity of the ways of those established in the Self and showing 
their unconcernedness about the mortal body. (13) He who, rising (from his bed) in the 
morning, sings, with devotion and full of self-control, the story of the aforesaid transcendent 
voyage of Sri Krsna (to His own divine realm) will attain to the same highest destiny. (14) 
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Returning to Dwaraka and falling at the feet of Vasudeva and Ugrasena (the king of 
Dwaraka), Daruka (the charioteer of Lord Sri Krsna), (now) bereft of Sri Krsna, bathed their 
feet with (his) tears.(15) He narrated the story of the wholesale destruction of the Vrsnis,O 
Pariksit. Grieved at heart to hear of it, the people (of Dwaraka) fainted with grief. (16) Upset 
at (the news of) their separation from Sri Krsna, they hastened, beating their heads (all the 
way), to the spot where their kinsmen had been lying (dead). (17) Stricken with grief not to 
perceive their Sons, Sri Krsna and Balarama, Devaki (Sri Krsna's mother) and Rohini 
(Balarama's mother) as well as (Their father) Vasudeva lost their consciousness. (18) Nay, 
afflicted at their separation from the Lord, they gave up the ghost on that (very) spot. The 
womenfolk ascended the funeral pile and, hugging each her own husband, entered the 
fire.(19) The wives of Balarama entered the fire, embracing the (dead) body of Balarama; the 
wives of Vasudeva followed suit, hugging the latter's body, and the daughters-in-law of Sri 
Krsna did the same, clasping to their bosom Pradyumna and others (the sons of the Lord). 
Similarly Rukmini and others, the Spouses of SriKrsna, entered the fire with their mind fixed 
on the latter. (20) 


ont: Seve: weg: omer fared: | sna arcana Honita: aafeHea: 128 | 
api ates: aroofei eat | aaa aaaeayear: 1221 
Bhan ehton eal AyBISMIaad, ao! Asif ERT sites 1231 
fea oafafere Ta WER: | eset PAA MA ROA 12% | 


* Vide verse 33 of Discourse XXX above 
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Distressed at his separation from Sri Krsna, his beloved friend, Arjuna comforted himself 
with the utterances of Sri Krsna (contained in the Bhagavadgita), full of veracious state- 
ments. (21) Arjuna (then) duly caused to be performed in order of seniority (by competent 
priests) funeral rites for the welfare in the other world of (those of) his kinsmen that had been 
slain (on the battle-field) and whose progeny (too) had perished (in the war). (22) The ocean 
drownedin an instant (the city of) Dwaraka, forsaken (as it was) by SriKrsna, barring, O great 
king, the palace of the Lord, which wipes out all evils (in the forms of sins and calamities) and 
is the most auspicious of all auspicious things in that Lord Sri Krsna (the Slayer of the demon 
Madhu) is ever (bodily) present there. (23-24) Taking (with him) to Indraprastha (the former 
capital of the Pandavas) the womenfolk, infants and aged men that had survived’ the slain, 
and having settled them, Arjuna crowned as king Vajra (the surviving son of Aniruddha) 
there. (25) Hearing from (the mouth of) Arjuna of the destruction of their kinsfolk (the Yadus), 
Oking, your grandfathers (the Pandavas) all proceeded (in a body) to the Himalaya mountain 
(on their voyage to the other world), appointing you of course as their successor (on the 
throne of Hastinapura). (26) The man who celebrates with reverence the aforesaid advent 
and exploits of Lord Visnu, the adored of the gods (themselves), is completely absolved from 
all sins. (27) A man recounting as aforesaid the most auspicious infantile and other sports, 
full of delightful divine feats, of the almighty Lord Sri Krsna (the Dispeller of the agony of His 
devotees), heard of here (in Srimad Bhagavata) as well as in the other scriptures, bids fair 
to attain supreme devotion to Sri Krsna, the goal of ascetics of the highest order. (28) 


Thus ends the thirty-first discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by Bhagavan Vedavyasa and consisting 
of eighteen thousand Siokas. 


END OF BOOK ELEVEN 
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* The survivors must have presumably been other than the Yadus, inasmuch as the curse of the Rsis embraced the entire 


race of Yadu—women, children and the aged not excepted; for it is stated elsewhere that Vajra was the only exception that had 
escaped destruction. 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted: When Sri Krsna, the Jewel of Yadu's line, had left for 
His own realm in Heaven, whose dynasty ruled over the earth ? (Pray) tell me this, O 


(revered) sage ! (1) 
aye Sara 
asa: WHat ar wren areal qa Teen We! aT STATA | 2 | 
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Sri Suka replied: O Pariksit ! Purafjaya, who has been spoken of as the last-named 
(king) in the line of Brhadratha’, is yet to come. His minister Sunaka, for his part, will 
assassinate his master and instal as king his own son, named Pradyota, whose son will be 
(called) Palaka. His son will be (known by the name of) Visakhyupa and from him will follow 


Rajaka. (2-3) His son will be (called) Nandivardhana.These five kings, (collectively known 
as) the Pradyotanas, will rule over the earth for a hundred and thirty-eight years. (4) 
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* Vide IX. xxii. 49, where Purafjaya has been referred to under the name of Ripunjaya 
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Sigunaga will come next and his son will be Kakavarna. The latter's son will be 
Ksemadharma and Ksetrajfia will be the son of Ksemadharma. (5) His son will be Vidhisara 
and Vidhisara's son will be Ajatasatru. Darbhaka will be his son and Darbhaka's son has 
been namedas Ajaya. (6) Nandivardhana will be the son of Ajaya and Mahanandi will be the 
son sprung from the loins of Nandivardhana. These ten kings, (collectively known as) the 
Sisunagas, alone will rule over the earth for three hundred and sixty years during the age of 
Kali, © jewel among the Kurus ! Mahanandi's mighty son, who will be born of Stidra woman, 
Oking, will be a certain Nanda, who will own a huge army or untold riches and will bring about 
the ruin of the Ksatriya race, Thenceforward the rulers of men will be mostly Sudras and 
unrighteous. (7—9) 
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Like another Parasgurama (a scion of the sage Bhrgu) the said Mahapadma will bring the 
(entire) gobe under one sceptre and nobody will (dare) violate his commands. Eight sons with 
Sumalya as the eldest will be born to him; they will rule over this globe as kings for a hundred 
years (all told): so the tradition goes. (10-11) A certain Brahmana (Canakya or Kautalya by 
name and also nicknamed as Vatsyayana) will uproot (all) the nine Nandas (Mahapadma 
and his eight sons) who will be at heomercy. On their destruction it is the Mauryas that will 
rule the earth during the Kali age. (12) That very Brahmana will instal Candragupta on the 
throne. His son indeed will be Varisara and Agokavardhana will be born to the latter. (13) His 
son will be Suyasa and Suyasa's, Sarngata. Salisuka will be born to him and his son will be 
Somasgarma. (14) Satadhanva will be born to Somasarma and to him, Brhadratha. Indeed, 
these ten* Maurya kings will hold sway over the earth for a hundred and thirty-seven years 
in the Kali age, O jewel of Kuru's line | (15) Assassinating Brhadratha, the Maurya his 
generallissimo, Pusyamitra, bearing the surname of Sunga, will assume the reins of 
government himself.t Agnimitra will be born to Pusyamitra and to him again, will be born 
Sujyestha. (16) His son will be Vasumitra and Vasumitra's Bhadraka; to him will be born 
Pulinda. Ghosa will be born as a son to Pulinda and from Ghosa will follow Vajramitra. (17) 
To him will be born Bhagavata and to Bhagavata, a son known by the name of Devabhuti. 


* The number of Maurya kings: including Empesror Candragupta, is ten only. The list given in the Visnu and other Puranas 
includes the name of Dagaratha as the fifth in order from Candragupta. His name should theretore be taken as included in the 
list in order to complete the number ten 

t The first two lines of verse 16 have not been recognized by Sridhara and some other commentators too. 
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These ten Sungas will rule the earth for more than a century. (18) 
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Then this earth will pass on to the Kanva Kings, though they will be possessed of poor 
merit, O protector of men ! Having assassinated the lewd Devabhuti of the Sunga clan, his 
very clever minister, Vasudeva of the Kanva dynasty, will, as a matter of fact, assume the 
reins of government himself. Again, Bhumitra will be his son and Bhumitra's son will be 
Narayana. (And) Narayana's son will be widely known by the name of Susarma.(19-20) 
These kings of Kanva's race will rule the earth for three hundred and forty-five years in the 

Kali age. (21) Assassinating Susarma of Kanva's line, his (own) servant, Bali, a vile Sudra 
of the Andhra race will hold away on the earth for some time. (22) His (own) brother, Krsna 
by name, will succeed him as the ruler of the earth. His son will be Sri Santakarna and the 
latter's son, Paurnamasa. (23) His son will be Lambodara and Cibilaka will succeed him 
as king. Meghaswati will succeed Cibilaka and Meghaswati's son will be Atamana. (24) 
Anistakarma and Haleya will come next and Haleya's son will be Talaka. His son will be 
Purisabhiru and Sunandana will succeed him as king. (25) Cakora will come next and then 
(by turn) his (eight) sons, (collectively) known as the Bahus, the last of whom will be 
Sivaswati, a chastiser of his foes. His son, again, will be Gomatiputra and Puriman will 
come next. (26) Medassira and Sivaskanda will come next and Sivaskanda's son will be 
Yajfiasri, Vijaya will follow Yajfiasri and his sons will be Candravijna and Lomadhi. (27) 
These thirty princes will (successively) rule over the earth for four hundred and fifty-six 
pears, O delight of the Kurus ! (28) 

wait srayen a nef Aur: | mg: Steer Yoren vfeeafacirem: 121 
aatset Gaal Mensag Teena: | Ya sa TRUST WAT warewta 71301 
wa Meata yfedt aereadee ai aarfient a vata star wares ferry 1321 
Geraserarag aif a: aie aa: | fefefeerat qa yareise ate: 1321 
frapfes aay aaah: sdtee: | gaa a ade ufftrafire 92133! 
ast water am alas agen: | gaftisa aan afisise ada aay 


Teme SA TT: AAT: AA BrAeM: | fagearat aren fama wa fe i34i 
Seven Abhira princes having their capital at Avabhrti, ten Gardabhis and sixteen of the 
Kanka dynasty, (all) most rapacious, will hold sway (one after another) as kings. (29) Then 
will follow eight Yavanas, fourteen Turuskakas; again, ten Gurundas and then Maunas 
numbering eleven only. (30) These (Thirty-two) kings (excluding the Maunas) will rule over 
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the earth for one thousand and ninety-nine years, while the eleven Maunas will hold sway 
over the earth for (another) three hundred years, O dear Pariksit ! When they cease to be, 
Bhutananda and (his son) Vangiri, the latter's (younger) brother, Sisunandi, (his son) 
YaSonandi and (grandson) Praviraka—(all) these will actually reign at (their capital) Kilikila 
for a hundred and six years only. (31—33) They will leave thirteen sons, (collectively) known 
as the Bahlikas. Again, there will be Puspamitra, a Ksatriya, and even so his son 
Durmitra.(34) (All) these will hold sway (over different territories) at one and the same time. 
Seven (of these) will be kings of Andhra and seven of Kosala. The rulers of Vidura and 
Nisadha indeed will also come out of these (the Bahlikas).(35) 
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Among the rulers of Magadha there will be one Viswasphurji, (also) known as Purafjaya 
the second, who will convert the higher castes into Pulindas, Yadus and Madrakas (tribes that 
will be no better than Mlecchas).(36) Being evil-minded and powertul, he will exterminate the 
Ksatriya race and settle in the city of Padmavati (his capital) a population consisting mostly of 
casteless people, ruling over the well-quarded tract of land extending along the banks of the 
Ganga up to Prayaga (from Haridwara). (37) (As Kaliyuga advances) the Brahmanas of 
Saurastra, Avanti, the Abhira territory and (the principalities of Sura, Arbuda and Malawa will 
become Vratyas or fallen men (because of their giving up the Sarnskaras or purificatory rites, 
especially the ceremony of investiture with the sacred thread), and the rulers will be mostly of 
the Sudra class. (38) Stdras, fallen Brahmanas and members of other higher castes who have 
given up the Vedic courses of conduct and Mlecchas will rule over the banks of the Indus and 
Chandrabhaga, rivers the city of Kaunti and the territory of Kasmira. (39) 
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These kings, O Pariksit, who will (all) be contemporaries, will be no better than Mlecchas 
(in their course of conduct) and will be given over to unrighteousness and mendacity, illiberal 
and furious. (40) They will kill women, children, cows and Brahmans, covet—others' wives 
and wealth, experience vicissitudes of fortune in quick succession and will be poor of 
strength and courage and shortlived (too). (41) They will cease to perform purificatory rites, 
will be devoid of righteous actions, and dominated by Rajas and Tamas and, being Mlecchas 
in the garb of Ksatriyas, will suck the blood of théir (own) people. (42) The people ruled over 


by them too will acquire their habits, ways of life and mode of speech and, oppressed by one 
another as well as by their rulers, will go to ruin. (43) 


Thus ends the first discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Sri Suka began again : Thenceforward, day after day, by force of the all-powerful Time, 
Oking, righteousness, veracity, purity (of mind and body), forgiveness, compassion, length 
of life, bodily strength and keenness of memory will decline. (1) In the Kali age wealth alone 
will be the criterion of pedigree, morality and merit. Again, might will be the only factor 
determining righteousness and fairness. (2) (Personal) liking will be the deciding factor in 
making the choice of a partner in life, and trickery alone will be the motive force in business 
dealings. Capability of affording sexual delight will be the (only) criterion of masculine or 
feminine excellence and the sacred thread will be the only mark of Brahmanhood. (3) 
External marks will be the only means of knowing the Asrama or stage in life (of an individual) 
and the (only) guide in determining the mode of greeting which people should adopt when 
meeting one another. Justice will have every chance of being vitiated because of one's 
inability to gratify those administering it, and voluble speech will be the (only) criterion of 
scholarship. (4) Want of riches will be the sole test of impiety and hypocrisy will be the only 
touchstone of goodness. (Mutual) consent will be the sole determining factor in marriage and 
toilet alone will be regarded as a sign of bath. (5) A distant tank or pond will be the (only) holy 
resort for bath etc., and wearing (long) hair will be regarded as the (only) sign of beauty, Filling 
one's belly will be the (only) end of human pursuit and audacity of speech will be the only 
criterion of veracity. (6) Skill will consist in supporting one's family; virtuous deeds will be 
performed (only) with the object of gaining fame; and when in this way the terrestrial globe 
will be overrun by wicked people, the person who would prove to be the most powerful 
amongst the Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras will become the ruler Robbed of 
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their wealth and women by greedy and merciless Ksatriyas, behaving like robbers, people 
will resort to mountains and forests and subsist on leaves, roots, meat, honey, fruits, flowers 
and seeds. (7—9) (Already) oppressed by famine and (heavy) taxation, people will perish 
through drought, (excessive) cold, storms, (scorching) sunshine,(heavy) rain, snowfall and 
mutual conflict. (10) In the age of Kali men will be tormented by hunger and thirst, ailments 
and worry and their maximum age will be only twenty to thirty years. (11) When through the 
evil effect of Kali the bodies of men get reduced in size and emaciated, the righteous course 
chalked out by the Vedas for men following the system of Varnas (grades of society) and 
Asramas (stages in life) gets lost, when religion is replaced by heresy to a large extent and 
rulers mostly turn out to be thieves, when men take to various pursuits like theft, mendacity, 
wanton destruction of life and so on; when members of the three (higher) castes are mostly 
converted into Sudras and cows are reduced to the size of she-goats and begin to yield as 
much milk; when people belonging to the four ASramas mostly become householders and 
the conotation of relationship will extend only to the relatives of one's wife; annual plants get 
stunted in growth and trees are mostly reduced to the size of a Sami (a small tree); clouds 
will mostly end in flashes of lightning (rather than pour rain) and dwellings will mostly look 
desolate (for want of hospitality to strangers); in this way when the Kali age, whose career 
is so severe to the people, is well-nigh past, the Lord will appear in His divine form (consisting 
of Sattva alone) for the protection of virtue. (12—16) 
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Lord Visnu, adored of the whole animate and inanimate creation, and the Soul of the 
universe, appears (in this world of matter) for protecting the virtue of the righteous and 
wiping out (the entire stock of) their Karma (and thereby liberating them), (17) The Lord will 
appear under the name of Kalki in the house of the high-souled Visnuyasa—the foremost 
Brahmana of the village of Sambhala. (18) Riding a fleet horse named Devadatta 
(obviously because it will be presented to Him by the gods) and capable of subduing the 
wicked, the Lord of the universe, wielding (the well-known) eight divine powers (Anima and 
$0 on) and possessed of (endless) virtues and matchless splendour, will traverse the globe 
on that swift horse and exterminate with His sword in tens of millions robbers wearing the 
insignia of royalty. (19-20) 
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Now when all the robbers are (thus) exterminated, the minds of the people of the cities 
and the countryside will become pure indeed because of their enjoying the breezes wafting 
the most sacred fragrance of pigments on the person of Lord Vasudeva. (21) With Lord 
Vasudeva, the embodiment of strength, in their heart their progeny will grow exceedingly 
strong (as before).(22) When Lord Sri Hari, the Protector of Dharma, appears as Kalki, 
Satyayuga will prevail (once more) at that time and the progeny of the people will be of a 
Sattvika (virtuous) disposition. (23) When the moon, the sun and the Jupiter rise together 
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in one zodiacal house and the Pusya constellation is in the ascendant, then it will be (known 
as) Satyayuga. (24) 
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Those kings of the solar and lunar dynasties who are no more; who are present and who 

are (yet) to come have been briefly mentioned to you.(25) The period commencing from your 
birth and ending with the coronation of Nanda would come to one thousand one hundred 
and fifteen years. (26) When constellations comprising the Great Bear rise in the heavens, 
two of them become visible first. Midway between (in the north-western line,) appears at night 
one of the constellations (from among Aswini and others). (27) The stars of the Great Bear 
remain united with that constellation for one hundred human years. The said stars now 
appear near the constellation known by the name of Magha during your regime. (28) 
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The all-effulgent personality (consisting of pure Sattva) of Lord Visnu (Himself) appeared 

under the name of Sri Krsna. The moment He ascended to (His divine abode in) Heaven the 
Kali age entered the world, when people take delightin sin. (29) Solongas the aforesaid Lord 
of Laksmi touched the earth, Kali could not prevail over it. (30) When the seven stars 
constituting the Great Bear enter the constellation of Magha Kaliyuga embarks on its career 
of twelve hundred celestial years (or 432,000) human years). (31) When from the Maghas 
the stars of the Great Bear pass on to the constellation of Purvasadha, then from the time 
of King (Mahapadma) Nanda onwards Kali will gain ascendancy. (32) Persons learned in 
ancient history maintain that the age of Kali set in on the very day, (nay,) the very moment 
Sri Krsna ascended to (His abode in) heaven. (33) (Pariksit !) at the end of one thousand 
celestial years and of the fourth Yuga (Kaliyuga) Krtayuga will prevail again, when the mind 
of men will reveal (to them the true nature of) the Self.(34) 


yaa aat aet ae dearad afer aan facggfasnont are Fear aA a 1341 
weet aTafeerai year Teer! Haarakert aiffta frat yfa i361 
aaa: amma negearpdaa: | meme arrara nerimaenfadt 131 
wera send  argeardfafadt antag eh dad wafer: ac 
ad am gat a afesia aghmisea aire afan orforg ada 13el 
Tad Fa SRT Aare ph ae ara feat ed AAT: 1vo 
piafrererard weal ae ai yap apa ware fe ae fret aa: ive! 
wa Fares y: gai ystfari nae a dae agal dere: ar ixe! 
Wisner ard ydtenssemeraqen: | nét maa ate fRaraiseta wa: 1% 1 


Dis. 3] BOOK TWELVE 675 


ERA RE CIRC OR IOC RO NI IDR Ot RCI OREN ORR ORR I EURO OI IOI ROI ISIE SOI STOR IOIOR ROI IR IDIOR ROR NONONO RE ROR RRO RENE RENO RO RT HEAT eT tet TORT SH 


a a qo wr yaha yada aren a Ha: we Ha: Har a sx! 
afa aitrerrad FEM one Sfeara sresreRey farseaa: 121 

(Even) as the career of Manu's race on earth has been described (with its ups and downs) 
the rise and fall, from age to age, of the Vaisyas, Sudras and Brahmanas (too) should be 
similarly understood. (35) Of the high-souled men mentioned heretofore, who are (now) 
known (merely) by their names and who survive in the form of (their) stories (only), glory alone 
remains on earth. (36) Devapi, brother of Santanu, and Maru of Ikswaku's line, both of whom 
are possessed of great powers of Yoga, are (still) alive in the village of Kalapa. (37) Instructed 
(and commanded) by Lord Vasudeva (Kalki), both will appear (once more) on earth at the 
close of the Kali age, and propagate virtue as before alongwith the institution of Varnas 
(grades of society) and Asramas (stages of life). (8) The round of the four Yugas, viz., Satya, 
Treta, Dwapara and Kali, runs its course in this order of sequence for (all) living beings on 
earth. (39) These rulers of men mentioned by me as also others claimed this earth as their 
own, but they had to leave it in the end and died, O king ! (40) He who perpetrates violence 
against living beings for the sake of this body, which will be ultimately called by the name of 
‘worm’, ‘excrement or 'ashes', no matter if it enjoys the title of 'king' (now), is not alive to his 
own interests; for such violence (surely) paves the way to hell. (41) "How may this earth, held 
(in sovereignty) entirely by my forbears and now enjoyed by me, continue to be in the 
possession of my son and grandson and posterity ?" Indulging in such (anxious) thoughts 
rulers wanting in wisdom and looking upon the body, (which is) a product of fire, water and 
food, as their own self and the earth as their possession, have eventually quitted both and 
vanished (into nothing). (42-43) All those rulers, O king, who by force of their might enjoyed 
the sovereignty of the globe have been converted into mere themes of stories narrated in 
discourses. (44) 


Thus ends the second discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sti Suka began again: Seeing the kings (so) impatient to conquer her, this earth 
laughs at them (and says):—" How surprising it is that these kings, (mere) playthings (in 
the hands) of Death, wish to conquer me thoroughly ! (1) Fruitless is this ambition of the 
kings, by which these rulers of men have been led to repose utter faith in the (human) body, 
which is (evanescent) like a bubble of water, even though they are aware of this fact. (2) 
(They say to themselves:—) ‘Having at the outset conquered the six Indriyas (the five 
senses of perception and the mind), we shall then reduce to submission the counsellors 
and ministers of (hostile) kings as well as their relations and friends, the citizens and drivers 
of elephants (in fact, the entire army of the enemy); and having removed (all) thorns (in the 
form of thieves and robbers), we shall thus by degrees bring under subjection the (whole) 
earth with the oceans as its girdle.’ With their hearts held fast by such aspirations they fail 
to see Death standing at hand. (3-4) Having conquered by their might one Dwipa 
surrounded by the ocean, they embark on a sea-voyage (in order to conquer other 
continents). What a poor reward it is for their conquest of the mind and senses (since all 
this is transient) ! Liberation is the (true) recompense for subduing the self." (5) "These 
stupid fellows", Mother Earth goes on, O jewel among the Kurus, "hope to conquer through 
war me, whom (even) the Manus and their sons had only to leave (in the end) and departed 
as they came ! (6) For my sake indeed springs up a conflict between father and sons as 
well as between brothers of evil intent, whose mind is held fast by the notion of myness with 
respect to their kingdom. (7) Contending with one another in the words. This entire globe 
is mine and not yours, O foo! !' rulers of men strike one another and die on my account. (8) 
Prthu, Pururava, Gadhi, Nahusa, Bharata, (the thousand-armed) Arjuna, Mandhata, 
Sagara, Rama, Khatwanga, Dhundhumara. Raghu, Trnabinduand Yayati, Saryati, Santanu, 
Gaya, Bhagiratha, Kuvalayaswa, Kakutstha, Nala (king of the Nisadhas), Nrga, 
Hiranyakasipu, (the demon) Vrtra, Ravana who caused people to cry (in terror), Namuci, 
Sambara, the demon Naraka (son of Earth), Hiranyaksa and Taraka, and many other 
demons and kings, who were suzerain rulers (of the world), who understood everything 
and were all brave and conquerors of all, and were invincible (themselves), claimed me 
as their own and led an exalted life; but mortal as they were by nature, they were actually 
converted into (mere) themes of a story by (the cruel hands of) Death, their object 
remaining unaccomplished." So concluded Mother Earth, O Pariksit ! (9—13) 
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nature of worldly enjoyments and teach you how to develop a distaste for them, O lord! They 
are (however) a mere display of words and have no bearing on the highest truth. (14) The 
exposition, on the other hand, of the virtues of Lord Visnu (of excellent renown), which is 
constantly extolled (by the righteous), puts an end to (all) evil. One eager to attain pure 
devotion to Sri Krsna should repeatedly hear it everyday. (15) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted: (Pray,) tell me in detail, O divine sage, the way in which 
men will (be able to)shake off the accumulated evils of the Kali age in the Kali age (itself).(16) 
(Also) tell me (something) about the Yugas (aeons), the courses of conduct prescribed for 
each Yuga, the duration of life of the cosmos as well as of the period of its final dissolution 
and the course of Kala (the Time-Spirit),a potency of Lord Visnu, the Supreme Spirit, the 
Director (even) of the Rulers of the universe (Brahma, Siva and so on). (17) 
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Sri Suka replied: In the Satyayuga, O protector of men, Dharma (virtue) runs its course 
on (all) its four feet, and is held fast by the people of the age. Truth, compassion, asceticism 
and affording protection to all are the (four) feet (of virtue in its integrat form). (18) People 
of that age are mostly contented, compassionate, friendly (to all living beings), tranquil and 


forbearing. They practise self-control, take delight in the Self, look upon all with an equal eye 
and take pains for Self-Realization. (19) In the Treta age a quarter of all the (four) feet of 
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Dharma (virtue) gets gradually encroached upon by falsehood, violence, discontent and 
discord— the (four) feet of Adharma (unrighteousness).(20) In that age (of Treta) people 
remain devoted to the performance of Vedic rites and austerities. They are not given to much 
violence nor lewd. They pursue the three objects of human endeavour (viz., religious merit, 
worldly possessions and sense-enjoyment). People are advanced in Vedic rites and among 
(the four) grades of society the Brahmanas form a majority, O protector of men! (21) Assailed 
by the four feet of Adharma, violence, discontent, falsehood and hatred, those of Dharma— 
compassion, austerity, truthfulness and a charitable disposition — diminish by one half each 
in the Dwapara age. (22) The people of that age are fond of glory and given to the 
performance of great sacrifices, take delight in learning the Vedas, are affluent and happy, 
and maintain big families. Among the (four) grades of society the Brahmanas and Ksatriyas 
are predominant. (23) In the Kali age, however, a quarter (alone) of the (four) feet of Dharma 
remains. (Nay,) due to the feet of Adharma gaining ground that too steadily declines and 
ultimately disappears altogether. (24) People in that age turn out to be greedy, immoral and 
merciless, enter into hostility without cause and are unlucky and extremely covetous. The 
Studras, fishermen and the like take the lead. (25) The qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas 
are seen (manifested) in men; impelled by force of time they wax or wane in the mind. (26) 
When the mind, intellect and senses abound in Sattva, and when people are interested in 
practising asceticism and acquiring wisdom, then one should understand that Satyayuga 
prevails. (27) When people are fond of religious merit, earthly possessions and worldly 
enjoyment, then know that there is Tretayuga, when Rajas is active, O intelligent one ! (28) 
When, however, greed, discontent, pride, hypocrisy and jealousy prevail and man is fond of 
actions prompted by desire, know that it is Dwapara, when (both) Rajas and Tamas 
predominate. (29) When duplicity, mendacity, drowsiness, excessive sleep, violence, 
dejection, grief, infatuation, fear and wretchedness prevail, that is recognized as the age of 
Kali, characterized by (the predominance of Tamas, as a result of which people become dull- 
witted (viz., unable to judge things in their proper perspective) and are unlucky but voracious, 
voluptuous and destitute. And women (too) turn out to be profligate. And unchaste. (30-31) 
Countries are infested with robbers; the Vedas stand condemned by heretics; rulers exploit 
the people; and the Brahmanas remain devoted to the gratification of sexual desires and 
intent on filling their belly. (32) Religious students will give up the course of conduct 
prescribed for them and fail to observe purity, and householders will take to begging; hermits 
will take up their residence in villages and recluses will be seized with an ardent longing for 
wealth. (33) Women will be short-statured but voracious, prolific and destitute of modesty. 
They will always speak harsh words and will be given to thieving and wiles and very daring. 
(34) Low-minded traders will carry on business transactions and practise fraud, Even when 
they are not in distress people will favour pursuits which are condemned. (35) Servants will 
leave their masters when reduced to penury, though superior in every (other) respect; and 
masters too will discharge their servant, when incapacitated for service (through ailment 
etc.)., even though he may be hereditary. (Even so) people will cease to maintain cows when 
they no longer yield milk. (36) 
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In the age of Kali men will become slaves of women and miserable. Sexual pleasure 
being the (only) ground of their affection, they will forsake their parents, brothers and (other) 
relations and kinsfolk and take counsel with their sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law (alone). (37) 
Sudras will make their living by putting on the garb of hermits and receive charitable gifts. 
Those who have no knowledge of religion will occupy high seats and preach religion.(38) 
Oppressed with famine and (heavy) taxation—land being divested of food-grains—and 
stricken with fear of droughts, people in the Kali age will ever remain perturbed in mind. 
Destitute of clothes and ornaments, (nay, even) food and drink, bed and sexual enjoyment, 
they will go even without a bath and put on the appearance of a fiend. (39-40) Quarrelling 
even fora very small sum of money equivalent to 20 cowries, having cast (all) goodwill to the 
winds, people in Kaliyuga will kill even their own people and part with their own dear life.(41) 
Mean-minded fellows will concern themselves only with the gratification of their lust and 
satisfaction of their hunger and fail to maintain even their aged parents; while parents will 
disown their sons, though clever in all matters. (42) With their mind perverted by heretics, 
O king, mortals in Kaliyuga will not generally worship Visnu (the immortal Lord), the highest 
object of adoration for the (whole) universe, whose lotus-feet are bowed to by the rulers of 
the three worlds.(43) People in Kaliyuga will not worship Him by uttering whose name (even) 
helplessly while dying or afflicted, toppling down or stumbling, man is freed from (all) 
impediment in the shape of Karma and reaches the highest goal. (44) Enthroned in the mind 
of men Lord Sri Hari (the Supreme Person) drives away all evils occasioned by the Kali age 
and arising from substances, place and mind. (48) Heard of or glorified (by chanting His name 
or singing His praises), meditated upon and worshipped or even honoured, the Lord stays 
in men’s heart and drives away (all) their sins committed in thousands of lives. (46) Dwelling 
in the mind of Yogis (strivers) Lord Visnu wipes out the seeds of their evil Karma in the same 
way as fire applied to gold burns all its impurities caused by (its admixture with other) metals. (47) 
The mind (of aman) does not attain absolute purity through worship of gods, asceticism, control 
of breath, friendliness (towards all), a bath in sacred waters, observance of sacred vows, 
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charitable gifts and muttering of prayers as it does when tke infinite Lord is enthroned in the 
heart.(48) Therefore, with all your being O king, instal Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of 
Brahma and Siva) in your heart, thinking of Him with a concentrated mind while dying; You 
will thereby attain the supreme goal. (49) The Lord, who is the Supreme Ruler (of the 
universe), the Soul and Shelter of all, deserves to be meditated upon at all times; (for) those 
who are about to die meditate upon Him (as a result of practice incessantly carried on while 
living) He leads them to the state of oneness with Him, O dear Pariksit ! (50) Indeed there 
is one great virtue possessed by the Kali age, the storehouse of (all) evils, O Pariksit ! By 
merely chanting the names and glories of Sri Krsna one is freed from (all) attachments and 
reaches the Supreme. (51) What is attained in the Satyayuga by one contemplating on Lord 
Visnu, in Treta by one who propitiates Him through sacrifices, and in Dwapara through 
worship (of the Lord), is attained in the Kali age (merely) by chanting the name and singing 
the praises of Sri Hari.(52) 


Thus ends the third discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Sri Suka began again: The divisions of Time commencing from a Paramanu (its 


minutest division) and ending with two Parardhas (comprising the life-time of Brahma) have 
already been described to you, as also the duration of the four Yugas (in Discourse XI of Book 
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Three). Now hear also the extent of a Kalpa (one round of creation) and Laya (the period of 
final dissolution), O king ! (1) One thousand revolutions of the four Yugas (Satya, Treta, 
Dwapara and Kali) are spoken of as a day of Brahma. This constitutes a Kalpa, in the course 
of which fourteen Manus (successively) hold sway, O king ! (2) At the end of a Kalpa an 
equally long period of Pralaya (Dissolution) follows; it is spoken of as one night of Brahma; 
for during that period these three worlds (heaven, earth and the intermediate region) remain 
dissolved. (3) This is called Naimittika (occasional!) Pralaya (because it is occasioned by 
Brahma's going to bed and is different from the Mahapralaya or Final Dissolution when 
Brahma's career comes to a close). During this Pralaya Lord Narayana (the Maker of the 
universe) withdraws the whole universe into Himself and remains asleep on His couch of 
Ananta (the serpent-god) and Brahma (the self-born) follows suit. (4) When the lifetime of 
Brahma, the greatest of all (the Jivas), consisting of two Parardhas, has expired, all the seven 
causal principles (viz., Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence, Ahankara or the 
cosmic Ego and the five Tanmatras or subtle elements) actually get dissolved (in Prakrti or 
Primordial Matter). (5) This constitutes, O king, the Prakrtika Pralaya, as in this, the occasion 
for final dissolution having been reached, the aggregate of (all) the (twenty-four) fundamental 
principles in the form of the cosmic egg gets (finally) dissolved. (6) For one hundred years, 
Oking, the god of rain does not send down any shower on earth. Then, tormented by hunger, 
the earth being divested of food—grains, people actually begin to eat one another and, 
persecuted by time, gradually perish. Rendered much brighter by the ‘period of final 
dissolution, the sun sucks up by its fearful rays all the water in the seas, on the earth and in 
the human bodies, and does not release it.Sprung from the mouth of Lord Sankarsana (the 
serpent-god) and rising in flames by the force of the wind, the fire characteristic of the period 
of dissolution then burns the subterranean regions, already desolate (all their inhabitants 
having been burnt long before due to their moisture having been sucked up by the rays of 
the sun).Being burnt above and below as well as on all sides by the rays of the sun and the 
flames of fire, the cosmic egg now looks like a burnt ball of cowdung. Then a strong and 
violent wind characteristic of the period of final dissolution blows for (a little) more than a 
hundred years, so that the sky gets enveloped in dust and assumes a smoky appearance. 
Next, O dear one, numerous hosts of clouds of various colours pour down showers for a 
hundred years roaring with violent peals of thunder. Then the universe within the cosmic egg 
is swept by a single sheet of water. (7—13) 
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Everything being submerged in water, the latter absorbs the (essential) property of the 
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earth, viz., smell; denuded of its smell, the earth then gets dissolved (in water). (14) Fire then 
absorbs the property of water, viz., taste; and deprived of its taste, the water (too) is forthwith 
dissolved (in the fire). Then the air absorbs the property of fire, viz., colour; and, divested of 
colour it loses itself into the air. (Likewise) ether absorbs the property of the air (viz., touch) 
and gets dissolved'(in ether), O Pariksit ! Then the Tamasika aspect of the Cosmic Ego 
absorbs the property of ether, viz., sound; alongwith it ether (too) gets dissolved (in the 
Tamasika Ahankara); and the Rajasika type of Ahankara absorbs the Indriyas alongwith their 
functions. (Similarly) the Sattvika type of Ahankara absorbs the gods (presiding over them), 
O dear Pariksit ! (15—17) The Mahat-tattva absorbs the (triple) Ahankara; while the (three) 
Gunas (modes of Prakrti), viz., Sattva etc., absorb Mahat. Impelled by Time, the Unmanifest 
(Prakrti) reduces the (three) modes of Prakrti to the state of equilibrium, O king ! (18) Prakrti 
is not subject to the (six) states* such as modification, brought about by the divisions of time 
(even as they pass).,. it is without beginning or end, unmanifest, constant, the cause (of all) 
and not subject to decay. (19) In that state, there is no speech, no mind, no (modes of 
Prakrti, viz.,) Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, no Mahat and other products of Matter, no breath, 
no intellect, no senses nor the deities (presiding over them) and no conception, much less 
location of Lokas (spheres). (20) (Again,) there is no dream nor waking life nor deep slumber; 
no ether, water, earth, air, fire or sun. It is something like deep sleep or vacuity; nay, beyond 
conception. The Vedas speak of it as a state which is the root of the universe. (21) This is 
(what is known as) Prakrtika Pralaya (the Dissolution of everything into Prakrti or Primordial 
Matter), when, impelled by Time, the potencies of the Supreme Person as well as of the 
Unmanifest (Prakrti) are completely and helplessly withdrawn (into their substratum) .(22) 
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In the form of the intellect, the senses and their objects it is consciousness alone, their 
ground or substratum, which shines forth. Whatever has a beginning and an end is unreal, 
because it is open to perception and has no existence apart from its cause. (23) Light, the 
eye and colour (which are all modifications of fire) are not distinct from fire. Similarly the 
intellect, senses and their objects are not distinct from Brahma (the only Reality),which is 
quite different from them (inasmuch as It exists even when they cease to be, while the reverse 
is not true). (24) Wakefulness, dream and deep slumber, it is said, are so many states of 
Buddhi (intellect); the plurality attributed to the pure Self (in the form of ViSwa, Taijasa and 
Prajfia, as severally presiding over these states), is mere illusion, O Pariksit ! (25) (Just) as 
clouds appear and disappear in the sky, this universe (too)—because it has a beginning and 
an end and since it is made up of parts, sometimes appears and sometimes disappears in 
Brahma. (26) In this world, of all objects consisting of parts, the part alone has been declared 
(in the Sruti texts) to be real; for the parts are seen to exist (even) in the absence of a 
composite just as the threads of a cloth can be seen even when the cloth is not there, O dear 

* The six states are (1) birth, (2) existence, (3) growth. (4) modification, (5) decay and (6) death 
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one ! (27) Whatever is perceived as a cause or an effect is an illusion, because a cause and 
an effect are correlated to one another. Therefore, all that has a beginning and an end is 
unreal. (28) Though manifest (to us), the phenomenal world cannot be explained in the least 
degree independently of the Self. Ifit were (at all) capable of being so explained, it would turn 
out to be (self-effulgent) like the conscious Self and (as such) unitary aé the Self. (29) There 
can be no diversity in that which is real. If anignorant man were to recognize (such) diversity, 
it would be (unreal) like the distinction between the space enclosed by a pitcher and the 
infinite (expanse of the) sky, between the sun and its reflection in water, or between the air 
outside and inside the body. (30) 


am fad agen atta aie: ferenftredoeraciy | 
wa oaatfieinardtiast «creat = ilfencnafechst: 131 
am | aishowcishaftint «omer TNT: | 
Wa ae eorenifardt «eterna STATE: 1321 
wt aad fadda va: wed datad aa 
wel Weg sofia | fee ae meget 1331 
aaa faaereferr ATTEN | 
forrarereangquarsataga aaTgTaraE wayay 131 


Even as in practical use gold is foufid by men wrought in numerous forms (ornaments) 
according to various processes, so the Lord, who is above sense-perception, is described 
by (egotistic) men (in different ways) in secular as well as Vedic parlance. (31) (Just) as a 
cloud, though born of the sun and revealed by (the light of) the sun, prevents the eye, which 
is apart of the sun, from beholding the sun, so does the ego, which has its source in Brahma 
and is illumined by Brahma, stand in the way of the Jiva, a particle of Brahma, realizing 
Brahma; which is the same as the Jiva. (32) As soon as the cloud born of the sun is scattered 
the eye sees the sun, which is its own self. (Similarly) the moment the ego, which veils (the 
true nature of) the soul, yields to inquiry (about the Self), the soul realizes its identity with 
Brahma. (33) When, having torn—in the aforesaid manner with this dagger of wisdom, 
Ahankara, a product of Maya, which veils (the true nature of) the soul, and realized the all- 
perfect Self, the Jiva stands fulfilled, they call such a state the everlasting Dissolution, O dear 
Pariksit ! (34) 
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Some men, knowing the subtle state of things, O tormentor of foes | declare the creation 
and dissolution of all created beings from Brahma downward as going on all the time (every 
moment). (35) The successive stages that are gone through by (all) changing things (such 
as a stream or the flame of a lamp) serve as afi index of the constant appearance and 
dissolution of the body etc., (of a created being), which are being rapidly worn away (every 
moment) by force of the stream of Time. (36) The (successive) stages (of growth and decay 
etc., of created beings) brought about by the aforementioned Time, a manifestation of the 
Almighty, which has no beginning or end, are certainly not perceived (even) as the stages 
of movement of luminaries (coursing) in the heavens. (37) (In this way) the Nitya (constant) 
as well as the Naimittika (occasional), nay, the Prakrtika (or final) and Atyantika (everlasting) 
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types of Dissolution have been described (by me). Such is the course of Time. (38) 
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In this way, O jewel among the Kurus ! have been narrated (by Me) in brief the stories 
of the sportful activities of Lord Narayana, the Maker of the universe and the abode ofall living 
beings as well as of all strength and goodness; (for) not even Brahma (the birthless creator) 
is capable of relating them in all their details and entirety. (89) To a man tormented by the 
wild fire of manifold miseries and seeking to cross the ocean of metempsychosis, (which is) 
most difficult to cross! there is no vessel other than constantly enjoying the nectar-like stories 
of the sportful activities of Lord Purusottama (the Supreme Person). (40) Of yore (at the 
beginning of creation) the omniscient and immortal Lord Narayana taught the compilation in 
the form of this (Bhagavata) Purana (in four verses’) to the sage Narada (through Brahmat) 
and the latter to (my father,) the sage Krsnadwaipayana (Vedavyasa). (41) Full of delight, 
O great king, the said divine sage Vedavyasa (who lives in a grove of jujube trees) actually 
taught me this compilation (consisting of 18000 Slokas), which is equal (in worth) to the 
Vedas. (42) Requested by the sage Saunaka and others, Ojewelamong the Kurus! that Suta 
(sitting over there) will expound it to the (eighty-eight thousand) Rsis (going to be assembled) 
in a lengthy sacrificial session at Naimisaranya. (43) 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse V 
The (Final) Teaching (of Sukadeva) concerning Brahma 
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* Vide Il. ix. 31—34. 
t Vide Il. ix. 43-44. 
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Sri Suka began again : In this (Bhagavata-Mahapurana) stands celebrated every now 

and then Lord Sri Hari, the Soul (Controller) of the universe, of whose exultation and anger 
were (severally) born Brahma (the creator) and Rudra (the god of destruction). (1) You for 
your part, O king, give up this (foolish) notion, characteristic of a brute, that you will die. Unlike 
the body—which is born at a’particular moment while it was non-existent before and, 
therefore, perishes—you (the soul that you are) were not so born and (therefore) will not 
die.(2) You were never born (as a father) nor will you be born in the form of a son and again 
in that of a grandson, and so on as the tree from a seed and (again) a seed from the tree; 
(for) you are (quite) distinct from the body etc., just as fire (is distinct from the firewood). (3) 
Since—just as in the dream state a man himself sees his head lopped off—one witnesses 
the death etc., of one's body (alone, and not of the self, which is the seer and different from 
those states), the self (within you) is as a matter of fact undying and unborn. (4) (Just) as when 
an earthen pot is broken the space enclosed by it is (once more) the same as it was before 
(the pot came into existence), so when the body is (finally) dissolved (as a result of Self- 
Realization) the individual soul becomes one with Brahma again. (5) The mind alone creates 
bodies, objects of senses and actions for the soul. Itis Maya that creates the aforesaid mind; 
and from Maya proceeds the transmigration of the Jiva. (6) A light maintains its character as 
light (only) so long as there is found the combination of oil, that which holds the oil, a wick 
and fire. Even so itis through the action of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas that a body appears and 
ceases; while transmigration has its root in mistaking the body as one's own self. (7) (Just 
as with the going out of a light the element of fire does not perish, so) the soul encased in 
a body does not perish (with the body)—the soul which is self-effulgent and lies beyond the 
physical no less than the astral body, inasmuch as it is the support of all, immutable and all- 
pervasive, (nay,) endless and unparalleled like the sky. (8) 
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Full of constant thought of Lord Vasudeva, O king, investigate thus (the truth of) the Self 
encased in your psychophysical organism, by your own effort with the help of syllogistic 
reasoning. (9) Urged by the curse of a Brahmana, the serpent Taksaka will not be able to burn 
you (the soul within your body, even though it may burn the body). (All) the agents of Death 
(combined) cannot burn you, who are (no other than) the Death of deaths, the almighty Lord 
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(Himself). (10) "I am Brahma, the supreme support, and Brahma, the highest goal am | !" 
Thus identifying yourself with the Absolute (your very Self), and realizing your true nature, 
you will behold neither the serpent Taksaka biting you at your feet with its poisonous fangs 
nor your body nor the universe as apart from you. (11-12) (All) this has been narrated to you 
(by me), O dear Pariksit ! in response to what you, my very self, inquired concerning the 
pastimes of Lord Sri Hari, the Soul of the universe, O protector of men ! What more do you 
desire to hear ? (13) 


Thus ends the fifth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VI 
(Pariksit attains the supreme goal and Janamejaya commences a snake- 


sacrifice;) Classification of the Vedas into so many Sakhas or schools 
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Siita began again : Having heard this discourse of the sage Suka (the son of Vyasa), 
who beheld the universe within himself and looked upon all with an equal eye, the said 


Pariksit, who had been granted his life by the Lord, approached the soles of the sage's feet 
and with bent head and joined palms spoke thus. (1) 
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The king (Pariksit) submitted : | stand accomplished of purpose and have been 
favoured by your gracious self in that | have been directly told of Sri Hari, who has no 
beginning or end, as well as of the means of attaining Him. (2) | do not consider it surprising 
that the grace of exalted souls, who have given their mind to Sri Hari (the immortal Lord), 
descends on the ignorant creatures tormented by agonies. (3) We have heard from you the 
compilation in the form of this Purana, in which the most illustrious Lord has been described 


as a matter of fact. (4) Lord ! | am afraid neither of Taksaka nor of other agencies of death, 
since | have (now) entered the fearless and all-blissful state of oneness with Brahma (the 
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Absolute) as shown by you. (5) (Now) give me permission, O Brahmana sage ! | shall control 
(all my senses including) speech and, having established my mind, which is free from (all) 
cravings, in (the thought of) Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception), give up the 
ghost. (6) My ignorance (nescience) including its seed has been eradicated by firmness in 
Jfiana (the knowledge of truth) and Vijhana (its Realization) since theisupreme state of the 
Lord, which rids (one) of all fear, has been revealed (to me) by you. (7) 
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Sita resumed: Thus addressed and worshipped by the king, the divine Sri Suka (son 
of Vedavyasa) took leave of him and departed alongwith (other) ascetics. (8) Uniting his mind 
by force of reason with the Self, the royal sage Pariksit for his part contemplated on the 
Supreme Spirit, remaining breathless like (the trunk of) a tree. (9) With (all) his doubts 
resolved, (nay,) identified with Brahma (the Absolute) and free from attachment, the great 
Yogi sat down on the bank of the (holy) Ganga facing the north on blades of Kuga grass, the 
ends of which pointed to the east. (10) 
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Directed by the infuritated son of a Brahmana and going to (see) the king with the 
intention of bitting him to death, O Brahmanas ! Taksaka met on the way (a Brahmana 
named) Kagyapa. (11) Having gratified Kasyapa, who knew how to counteract the effect of 
poison, with gifts of money and sent him back, the serpent, who was capable of assuming 
any form at will, and came disguised as a Brahmana (approached and) bit the king. (12) By 
the action of fire produced by the poison of the snake the body of the royal sage, who had 
become one with Brahma, was instantly reduced to ashes, while all men looked on. (13) 
There arose a terrible outcry on earth as well as in the heavens and in all the quarters; while 
gods and demons as well as men and all others were really struck with wonder. (14) Celestial 
kettle-drums sounded (of their own accord), Gandharvas and Apsaras (celestial musicians 
and dancing girls) sang praises; while gods sent down showers of flowers, raising shouts of 
applause. (15) 
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Enraged to hear of his father having been consumed by Taksaka, Janamejaya with the 
help of Brahmana priests started in the course ofa sacrifice offering snakes in the prescribed 
manner into the sacrificial fire. (16) Agitated with fear to see great serpents burning in blazing 
fire at the snake-sacrifice, Taksaka sought (the presence of) Indra for protection. (17) Not 
seeing Taksaka there, King Janamejaya (son of Pariksit) inquired of the Brahmanas as to 
why Taksaka, the vilest of all snakes, was not being burnt. (18) (They replied,) "Indra, O ruler 
of kings, protects him as the latter has sought him for protection. The snake has been held 
back by Indra, hence he does not fall into the fire." (19) Hearing this, Janamejaya (son of 
Pariksit), highly intelligent as he was, said to the priests, "Why should Taksaka not be invoked 
by you, O Brahmanas, alongwith Indra to fall into the sacrificial fire ?" (20) Hearing this the 
Brahmanas invoked (the presence of) Taksaka alongwith Indra in the sacrifice thus: 
"Taksaka ! soon fall down here with Indra, who has the (forty-nine) Maruts (wind-gods) for 
his followers." (21) Indra alongwith his aerial car, Taksaka and all, was made to move from 
his abode by the maledictions uttered by the Brahmanas and felt greatly agitated in mind.(22) 
Brhaspati, the son of Angira, expostulated (thus) with the said king (Janamejaya) when he 
saw Indra falling from the heavens alongwith Taksaka and the celestial car:—(23) "This king 
of serpents cannot be killed by you, O ruler of men; for he has drunk of nectar and is therefore 
unquestionably immortal and immune from old age. (24) Life and death of a living being as 
well as its existence in the other world is determined by its own doing, O king ! None else can 
bring happiness or misery to another than the latter's own doing. (25) When a living being 
meets (its) death through the medium of a snake, thief, fire or lightning, or through hunger, 
thirst, disease and the like, O protector of men, it (only) reaps thereby the fruit of such Karma 
as has begun to bear fruit. (26) Therefore, let this sacrifice, actuated as it is by a malevolent 
purpose, O king ! be stopped, as serpents burnt through it were (all) innocent. (But you too 
are not to blame; for) as a matter of fact, itis the fruit of one's own (past) doings that is reaped 
by living beings." (27) 
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Sita resumed : Thus advised, King Janamejaya said "Amen !" (Nay.,) respecting the 
remonstrance of the great sage, he desisted from the snake-sacrifice, and (duly) worshipped 
Brhaspati (the master of eloquence). (28) Such is the well-known, though inconceivable, 
great Maya (enchanting potency) of Lord Visnu. Due to this Maya, which cannot be (easily) 
set aside, living beings, that are His (own) particles, fall foul of their fellow-beings under the 
force of passions (such as anger, which are the outcome of the three Gunas). (29) Maya, 
which repeatedly flashes on the mind through the notion, ‘A is a wily man’, does not boldly 
reveal itself in God when (the nature of) the Self is being inquired into by the exponents of 
the Self (but is shown to exist somehow like one in great fear without discharging its function 
of enchanting others). (Nay,) in relation to Him there is no room for wordy warfare of various 
description originating from Maya nor does the mind with its functions of ideation and doubt 
operate with regard to Him. (30) In relation to Him there does not exist any Karma (belonging 
to the category of virtue or sin) with factors responsible for it nor the fruit (in the shape of joy 
or sorrow) to be attained through both nor the ego, the adjunct of a Jiva, accompanied by the 
three above-named (viz., Karma, the factors responsible for it and the fruit of it). Such is the 
nature of God, who is neither capable of being opposed by nor of opposing anyone. 
(Therefore) renouncing the ego etc., (which are like so many waves of Maya), a sage should 
himself specifically revel in the Self. (31) Yogis who have given up (false) identification with 
the body and the feeling of meum with regard to those connected with it and are exclusively 
‘devoted to God, and who are (therefore) keen to reject everything other than God as “not 
that"; "not that", declare the aforesaid to be the supreme essence of the all-pervading Lord. 
(Nay,) it has been concluded to be such by those who, having embraced it with their heart 
(through meditation), have been able to control their mind, senses and body. (32) They 
(alone) are able to attain this supreme state of Lord Visnu, who are free from the evil notion 
of 'I' and 'mine' with regard to their body and home (etc., respectively). (33) One should put 
up with abusive words, and show disrespect to none, nor should one enter into hostility with 
anyone for the sake of this (perishable) body. (34) Salutation to the illustrious Lord Sri Krsna 
of infinite intelligence, through meditation on whose lotus feet | learnt this compilation (in the 
form of Srimad Bhagavata) ! (35) 
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Sita replied : From the cavity in the heart of Brahma (the creator), who occupies the 
highest position (in the universe), while his mind was composed (through meditation), O 


Saunaka ! there arose a sound, which can be distinctly perceived (by all) through control of 
the function of hearing (by closing one's ears), and by focussing one's mind on which, O 
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Brahmana sage, Yogis shake off the impurities of the mind—occasioned by the Adhibhuta 
(the body), Adhyatma (the organs of action) and Adhidaiva (the senses of perception)—and 
attain Liberation (cessation of birth and death). (37-38) From that sound emanated (the 
sacred syllable) OM—consisting of three parts ( A, U, M),—whose origin is unmanifest, 
(nay,) which flashes (in the heart) by itself. It is this syllable which reveals (the true nature 
of) the almighty and infinite Supreme Spirit—that hears this unmanifest (inarticulate 
humming) sound (even) when the sense of hearing has ceased to function (due to the ears 
having been shut) and whose cognition is intact (even) when all the senses are inoperative 
(asin sound sleep or Samadhi)—by which (sacred syllable) speech (in the form of the Vedas) 
is manifested and which owes its manifestation in the cavity of the heart to the (Supreme) 
Spirit. (39-40) That syllable (again) is directly expressive of its origin, the infinite Supreme 
Spirit; it is the hidden meaning of all Mantras (sacred texts), the eternal seed of the Vedas 
(being no other than Brahma Itself). (41) 
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The syllable (OM), O jewel of the Bhrgus ! comprised three letter-sounds— &, 3, and 
4, which (severally) hold (in the form of a seed) sets of three entities (viz.,) the (three) 
Gunas (modes of Prakrti—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas), the (three) names (Rk. Yajus and 
Sama), the (three) substances (spheres, viz., Bhuh—the terrestrial globe, Bhuvah—the 
aerial region and Swah—heaven) and the (three) states of consciousness (viz., wakefulness, 
dream and sound sleep). (42) Out of the aforesaid (three letters) the almighty Brahma (the 
birthless creator) evolved the alphabet, comprising Antahsthas (semi-vowels), Usmas 
(aspirants), Swaras (vowels), SparSas (sibilants) and the short, long and prolated measures 
of sounds. (43) With this alphabet the (mighty) Brahma gave expression through his four 
mouths to the four Vedas—alongwith the (three) Vyahrtis (Bhuh, Bhuvah and Swah) and 
OM (prefixed to the Gayatri-Mantra while reciting it)—with the intention of pointing out the 
duties of the four priests (officiating at a sacrifice, viz, Hota, Adhwaryu, Udgata and 
Brahma). (44) He then taught them to his (mind-born) sons (Marici and others), who were 
(all) Brahmana sages and (accordingly) expertin reciting the Vedas (with proper intonation 
etc.). The latter in their turn proved to be the promulgators of righteousness and taught the 
Vedas to their sons (KaSyapa and others). (45) Received from generation to generation in 
the course of the four Yugas by the pupils of the various sages—pupils who observed the 
vow of (lifelong) celibacy (in order to retain them in their memory)—the aforesaid Vedas 
were later on divided by great seers (into Sarhhitas, Brahmanas and so on) at the end of 
the Dwapara age (lit., the period preceded by the Dwapara age). (46) Perceiving the men 
to be shortlived, deficient in energy and dull-witted due to the action of Time (in the form . 
of unrighteousness prevailing in it), the Brahmana seers rearranged the Vedas as directed 
by the immortal Lord residing in their heart. (47) 
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Descended from (the loins of) the sage Parasara through Satyavati in the form of 
Vedavyasa (representing a ray of Sattva, forming part of Maya, the divine potency) as prayed 
to by Brahma, Sankara and other guardians of the spheres, for the vindication of righteous- 
ness, O Brahmana sage, in the current Manvantara too, The almighty Lord, the Life-giver of 
the universe, divided the Veda, O highly blessed one! into four parts. (48-49) Picking out and 
classifying in four (distinct) groups the multitudes of Mantras belonging to the categories of 
Rk, Atharva, Yajus and Sama, (even) as various kinds of gems are assorted into so many 
groups, the said Maharsi compiled four Sarnhitas or collections out of those Mantras. (50) 
Summoning in his presence four (of his foremost) pupils (Paila and others), the powerful 
Vyasa of mighty intellect imparted one of those collections to each, O Saunaka ! (51) He 
taught, they say, the very first Sarnhita under the name of Bahvrca-Samhita (because 
consisting of a collection of Rks or psalms) to Paila and the body of sacred texts in prose, 
recited during sacrifices and bearing the name of Nigada (prose), to another named 
VaiSampayana. (52) (Even) so he taught the body of Samas or songs, going by the name 
of Chandoga-Sarmhita (because sung in various metres) to Jaimini and (the fourth called) 
Atharvangirasi, to his (fourth) pupil Sumantu. (53) The sage Paila taught his own (Bahvrcha-) 
Samhita (in two parts) one each to Indrapramiti and Baskala; the latter too divided his branch 
into four parts and taught (one each), O scion of Bhrgu, to the disciples Bodhya, Yajhavalkya, 
Parasgara and Agnimitra. Indrapramiti, a man of selfcontrol, taught his collection to the 
learned sage Mandukeya; and his pupil was Devamitra, who (in his turn) imparted its 
knowledge to the sages Saubhari and others. (54—56) Mandukeya's son was Sakalya, who 
for his part divided his collection into five branches and taught them to (his pupils) Vatsya, 
Mudgala, Saliya, Gokhalya and Sigira. (57) The sage Jatakarnya, another pupil of Sakalya, 
imparted the knowledge of his own collection (in three parts), as well as of its Nirukta 
(explanation of obscure words), to his (four) pupils, Balaka, Paija, Vaitala and Viraja. (58) 
Baskala's son, Baskali, made out of all the (aforesaid) branches the collection bearing the 
name of Valakhilya-Samhita. (His pupils) Balayani, Bhajya and Kasara (learnt and) 
memorized it. (59) By these Brahmana sages were (learnt and) preserved the Samhitas 
forming part of Rgveda. Hearing of the calssification of these Mantras of the Veda one is 
completely absolved from all sins. (60) 
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As is well-known, some pupils of Vaisampayana were known as Carakadhwaryus 
because they went through on behalf of their teacher a course of penance to expiate the 
sin of Brahmanicide. (61) (Thereupon) Yajfiavalkya, another disciple of Vaisampayana, 
submitted (to his preceptor), "Oh, of what account, venerable sir, will be the reward 
obtained through the penance of these pupils (of yours) of poor strength ! | shall undergo 
a course of penance very difficult to practise." (62) Offended, when addressed thus, the 
preceptor retorted, "Get away (from here). | have nothing more to do with you, a pupil 
contemning Brahmanas. Give up at once all that you have learnt from me." (63) Vomiting 
the portions of Yajurveda (which he had learnt from his preceptor), Yajhavalkya, son of 
Devarata, too immediately left the place. Sages beheld those portions of Yajurveda and, 
greatly enamoured of them, assumed the form of partridges and picked them up. 
(Thenceforward) that most attractive branch of Yajurveda came to be known by the name 
of Taittiriya (connected with partridges). (64-65) Seeking to obtain additional Srutis not 
known even to his preceptor, Yajhavalkya, O Brahmana sage, thereupon duly extolled the 
Sun-god, the Master of the Vedas (as follows). (66) 
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_ Yajnavalkya prayed : Hail to the almighty Sun-god, denoted by the sacred syllable 
OM! Dwelling as the very Soul of the universe in the heart of multitudes of created beings— 
falling under four categories (viz., mammals, oviparous creatures, the sweet-born and 
those sprouting from the soil), from Brahma down to a clump of grass—and outside too as 
(the wheel of) Time revolving in the form of years made up of (minute) parts like an instant, 
a moment and the twinkling of an eye, yet unlimited by any condition, like the sky, You 
maintain the progress of the world all alone by sucking (in the hot season) and releasing 
the moisture (during the monsoon). (This passage explains the meaning of the first foot of 
the Gayatri-Mantra.) (67) We duly and devoutly contemplate on that well-known orb of 
Your venerable Self, O Jewel among the gods, which is burning over there, O Father (of 


the universe), who burn away all the sins and miseries (resulting from them) as well as their 
seed (viz., ignorance) of those who wait upon You (with prayers etc.) in the manner 


Dis. 6'] BOOK TWELVE 693 


SMBH RB ARK R AR AAR RAR AAAI AAI ALAA AAR ASAAAAAAASAIAA IIA IAL IAAI AAAI A AAAI ASIA ALAA A DEAL 


prescribed by the Vedas thrice everyday (morning-and evening as well as at midday). (This 
passage explains the meaning of the second foot of the Gayatri-Mantra. (68) As the Inner 
Controller of the multitudes of immobile and mobile creatures in this (visible) universe, which, 
as is well-known,constitute Your own bodies, You being their very Self, You direct their mind, 
senses and vital airs, which are (all) material (and therefore inert). (This explains the meaning 
of the third and last foot of the Gayatri-Mantra.) (69) Seeing this world swallowed by the 
diabolical python bearing the name of darkness and wearing a most dreadful aspect, and 
(therefore) lying unconscious as though dead, You a lone rouse it by Your mere glance out 
of compassion, supremely compassionate as You are, and direct it thrice everyday to the 
adoration of the Supreme Spirit, leading to the highest good under the name of their own 
sacred duty. Like a king You go about instilling fear in (the heart of) the wicked and waited 
upon at every point by the guardians of the quarters with offerings of water and lotus buds 
in their joined palms. (70-71) Obviously for the same reason, O Lord, do | resort to Your 
lotus-feet, bowed to by those (Indra and others) adored in all the three worlds, desirous as 
lam of receiving knowledge of the portions of Yajurveda (hitherto) unknown by anyone 
else. That is all. (72) 
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Sita continued : Extolled thus, the celebrated and glarious Sun-god felt (highly) 
propitiated and, assuming the form of a horse, taught the sage such portions of the 
Yajurveda as were (hitherto) unknown to anyone else. (73) Out of the countless Mantras 
of Yajurveda (revealed to him by the Sun-god) the powerful Yajhavalkya compiled (as 
many as) fifteen Sakhas known by the name of Vajasani. Sages Kanva, Madhyandina and 
others learntthem. (74) Sage Sumantu was the son of Jaimini, the chanter of Samaveda (as 
taught to him by Vedavyasa—vide verse 53 above) and Sunvan was the son of Sumantu. 
Jaimini taught one collection to each of them. Then Sukarma another Brahmana pupil of 
Jaimini, who had a mighty intellect, divided the tree of Samaveda into a thousand 
collections of psalms. (75-76) Hiranyanabha of'Kosala, and Pausyafji, the two pupils of 
Sukarma; and a third pupil, Avantya (by name), the foremost of the knowers of Brahma, 

‘learnt them. (77) Pausyafji and Avantya as well as Hiranyanabha had, it is said, five 
hundred pupils, who hailed from the north (and learnt as many Sakhas of Samaveda). 
(Yet) antiquarians call them Pracyas (perhaps construing this word in the sense of the 
ancient and not in the sense of easterners). (78) Laugaksi, Mangali, Kulya, Kusida and 
Kuksi, (other) pupils of Pausyafji, learnt a hundred collections each.(79) Krta, another 
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pupil of Hiranyanabha, taught twenty-four collections to his (own) pupils; while Avantya, 
(who was) a man of self-control, taught the rest to his. (80) 


Thus ends the six discourse entitled "The classification of the Vedas into (so many) 
Sakhas schools", in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Te 


BIA APASeATA: 


Discourse VII 


Different Schools of Atharvaveda and the Characteristics of the Puranas 
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Sita began again : Sumantu versed in Atharva-Veda, taught his collection to his pupil 
(Kabandha’*) who in his turn taught it (in two parts) to (his pupils) Pathya and Vedadarsa. 
(1) Sauklayani, Brahmabali, Modosa and Pippalayani were the pupils of Vedadarga (who 
taught them his collection in four parts); now hear the names of Pathya's pupils: Kumuda, 
Sunaka and Jajali, a master of Atharvaveda, O Brahmana sage! (were the pupils of Pathya, 
from whom they received his collection in three parts). Babhru, a pupil of Sunaka (born in 
the line of Angira), and Saindhavayana (another pupil) studied two (separate) collections 
(at the feet of their master); (while) Savarnya and others were the pupils of Babhru and 
Saindhavayana. Even so there were others, e. g., Naksatrakalpa and Santi (the authors 
of Kalpas or tretises of these very names on ritual acts, giving rules for them), KaSyapa and 
Angirasa. These were the teachers of Atharva-Veda; (now) hear of.the teachers of the 
Puranas, O Saunaka ! (2—4) 
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Trayyaruni, KaSyapa, Savarni, Akrtavrana, Vaisampayana and Harita—these, as a 
matter of fact, are the six teachers of the Puranas. (5) They learnt one collection each from 


* Vide Visnu-Purana, which says:- 
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the mouth of my father (Romaharsana), the pupil of Vedavyasa; while |, as their pupil, studied 

all the collections. (6) KaSyapa, Savarni, Parasgurama's pupil Akrtavrana and myself 

(Ugrasrava) learnt four (more) original collections from (my father) Romaharsana (pupil of 

Vyasa). 
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(Now) hear, O Brahmana sage | with a clear mind, the characteristics of the Puranas as 
determined by Brahmana seers according to (the viewpoint of) the Vedas and Sastras. (8) 
Those well-versed in the Puranas declare the Puranas as distinguished by ten features 
(discussing the following ten topics), viz., Sarga (creation) of the universe, Visarga, Vrtti, 
Raksa, the Manvantaras, Varhsas (dynasties of kings), Varnsanucarita, Sarmstha, Hetu and 
Apasraya.” Some teachers recognize the features of the Puranas as fivefold (only), O 
Saunaka! side by side with the distinction of great and small (according as they deal with ten 
topics or fivet only). (9-10) The evolution of Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence) 
through the disturbance in the equilibrium of the three Gunas constituting the Unmanifest 
(Primordial Matter), of the threefold Ahankara (from the Mahat-tattva) and (from the threefold 
Ahankara) of the five subtle elements, the (eleven) Indriyas (the five senses of perception 
and the five organs or action and the mina), and their objects (viz., the five gross elements 
as well as of the deities presiding over the senses) is called Sarga or creation. (11) Visarga 
is (the name of) this collective creation, both mobile and immobile, of the aforesaid (causal 
principles) fecundated by the Supreme Person (God), and brought about by the latencies of 
(past) Karma (of the countless Jivas), proceeding from seed to seed (as acountinuum). (1 2) 


* These terms have already been mentioned with some variations in Il. x. 3—7. The words ‘Vrtt' and 'Raksa’ should be 
taken as synonymous with ‘Sthana’ and 'Posana’ occurring in that text: what has been referred to here under the name of 
‘Varnganucarita’ should be taken to mean ‘anukatha’ the word Saffistha should be understood in the sense of 'Nirodha, and 
also as covering the idea of ‘Mukti’; and the word 'Hetu should be construed to mean ‘Uti a ‘Apasraya’ of course is the same 
as Asraya’. 

+The five features are:—Sarga and Pratisarga, Varngas and the Manvantaras and Vaméanucaritas, as the following 
couplet shows:— 

pig varia den seer a | aergated aia qo vse 

The other five are understood as included in these 
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Immobile creatures (e.g., annual plants and trees etc.) and (in some cases) the mobile too 
constitute the Vriti (means of subsistence) of mobile creatures. There (again) the sustenance 
of human beings has been determined 1—by their nature, 2—desire or 3—even by scriptural 
ordinance. (A description contained in Book Five of Srimad Bhagavata, of the terrestrial 
globe, as the support of the entire creation, both mobile and immobile, thus falls under the 
category of 'Vrtti'.) (13) The exploits of the Avataras of Bhagavan Visnu (the immortal Lord), 
appearing from age to age according to the needs of every age among birds and beasts, 
human beings, Rsis and gods—by whom the enemies of the Vedas (such as the demons) 
are put an end to (for the protection of the righteous)—constitute (what is known as) the 
“Raksa" (protection) of the universe. (14) The period over which (the following six, viz.,) a 
Manu, the gods, the sons of the Manu, Indra (the ruler of the gods), the (seven) Rsis and the 
partial manifestation of the Lord preside is what goes by the name of a Manvantara 
characterized by six elements. (15) "Varnsa" denotes the line, extending over (all) the three 
divisions of time (viz., the past, present and future), of king of pure descent (as sprung from 
Brahma). A connected account of such kings as also of their descendants (upholding the 
honour and prestige of the line) is (what has been referred to by the name of) 
Varnsanucarita.(16) The fourfold dissolution of this (visible) universe, manifested by Maya, 
viz., 1-occasional, 2-Prakritika, 3-constant and 4-radical, has been spoken of by the sage as 
"Sarnstha".(17) The "Hetu" (cause) of creation etc., of this (phenomenal) universe is the Jiva 
(the individual soul), the doer of actions prompted by ignorance, which some people (who 
stress its spiritual nature) characterize as having to its credit a stock of unrequited Karma; 
while others (who emphasize its conditioned existence) declare it as nameless and 
formless.(18) 'Apasraya’ stands for Brahma (the Absolute), which is present in (all) the 
(three) states undergone by a Jiva (individual soul), viz., wakefulness, dream and deep 
slumber, as well asin all substances which are products of Maya (as their cause), andis also 
distinct from them, (nay,) which actually runs through all the (nine) states undergone by a 
living organism, from entry into the womb in the form of a seed to death (as their ground or 
substratum), and is also distinct from them (as their witness) even like the material of which 
substances are made or as bare existence underlying names and forms. (19-20) When the 
mind becomes still of its own accord (through realization of the illusoriness of Sarga etc., as 
in the case of Vamadeva and other sages) or through concentration (practised in one's 
current life, as in the case of mother Devahuti and others), then one realizes the Self 
(consequent on the cessation of ignorance due to absence of distraction) and, transcending 
the three states (of consciousness), withdraws from (worldly) activity. (21) 
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Sages well-versed in the antiquities tell us of eighteen Puranas, big and small (in 
volume), distinguished by the aforesaid characteristics. (22) The eighteen Puranas go by 
the names of Brahma, Padma, Visnu, Siva, Liga, Garuda, Narada, Bhagavata, Agni, 
Skanda, Bhavisya, Brahmavaivarta, Markandeya, Vamana, Varaha, Matsya, Kurma and 


Brahmanda. (23-24) In this way has been duly narrated (by me), O Brahmana sage, the story 
as to how the sage Vedavyasa and his pupils, their own pupils and pupils of their pupils 
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classified the Vedas into (so many) branches—a story which intensifies to a great extent the 
Brahmanical (spiritual) glory (of those who listen to it). (25) 


Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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Discourse VIII 
The sage Markandeya embarks on a course of austerities 


and receives a boon 
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Saunaka said : O Sita, O good one, may you live long ! (Pray,) tell us one thing, O jewel 
among speakers ! You (alone) are able to show the way out to men wandering in endless 
darkness (in the shape of mundane existence). (1) People speak of Markandeya (the son 
of Mrkanda) as a seer blessed with a long life, who remained alive even at the time of Pralaya 
(marking the close of a day of Brahma), by which (the whole of) this (visible) universe was 
swallowed up. (2) The said Markandeya (the foremost of the scions of Bhrgu), however, was 
born in this (very) Kalpa and in our own race and (so far as we know) no wholesale 
destruction of created beings has taken place (during the present Kalpa) even to this day.(3) 
It is (further) said that while drifting all alone in the single sheet of water (with which the entire 
world was flooded), he beheld the Supreme Person lying as a matter of fact in the form of 
an uncommon babe on a leaf of a banyan tree, formed in the shape of a cup. (4) O Sita, 
this is a matter for great doubt to us, due to which there is (great) curiosity (in our mind). 
(Pray,) resolve the aforesaid doubt, O great Yogi, esteemed as you are even for your 
knowledge of the Puranas. (5) 
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Sita replied: This inquiry made by you, O great sage, is (surely) intended to dispel a 
(great) misapprehension lurking in the mind of the people. (Moreover) in replying to this will 
have to be told the story of Sri Narayana, which (when sung) washes off the impurities of the 
Kali age. (6) Having gone through at the hands of his father in due course the sacred rite of 
investiture with the sacred thread (which constitutes the second birth of a boy of the twice- 
born classes) and studied the Vedas in the righteous way (according to the scriptural 
ordinance), Markandeya was equipped (in course of time) with asceticism and knowledge 
of the Veda. (7) Observing the vow of lifelong celibacy, and free from passions, he wore 
matted locks (on his head) and the sacred thread and a girdle of Mifja grass (about his 
person) and used the bark for his clothing. He carried (in his hands) a staff, a handful of (the 
sacred) Kua grass, a Kamandalu (a vessel made from the shell of a wild cocoanut) and the 
skin of a black buck and a rosary of Rudraksa beads (on his person). For the enhancement 
of his virtue he worshipped Sri Hari both morning and evening through the medium of the 
sacred fire, the sun, the preceptor and (other) Brahmanas, as well as by identifying himself 
with Him. (8-9) Bringing food by way of alms morning and evening for the sake of his 
preceptor, he silently partook of it (only) when allowed by his teacher and at times remained 
without food if not (so) permitted (due to the sudden appearance of an unexpected guest). (10) 
Remaining devoted to austerities and study of the Vedas as aforesaid and worshipping Sri 
Hari (the Ruler of the senses of all) for a crore of years, he conquered death, which is most 
difficult to conquer. (11) Brahma (the creator), Lord Siva (the Source of the universe), Bhrgu, 
Daksa and all the other sons of Brahma, (nay,) men, gods, manes and other created beings 
were much astonished at that (extraordinary achievement of Markandeya). (12) Observing 
thus the vow of lifelong celibacy and equipped with asceticism, study of the Vedas and self- 
control, the Yogi (Markandeya) contemplated on Lord Sri Hari (who is above sense- 
perception) with a mind that had turned inward due to (all) hindrances (in the shape of 
ignorance, egotism, likes and dislikes and fear of death) standing in its way having been 
completely destroyed. (13) (Even) as the said Yogi was (busy) concentrating his mind 
through the great Yoga (of meditation on the Lord), a very long period, covering six 
Manvantaras, elapsed. (14) Coming to know of.this and alarmed at (the magnitude of) his 
askesis, Indra the lord of paradise), itis said, started interrupting itin this seventh Manvantara 
(for fear of losing his throne), O Saunaka ! (15) 
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(In order to bring about the sage's downfall) he sent to the sage Gandharvas (heavenly 
musicians) and Apsaras (celestial nymphs), Kama (the god of love), (the deities presiding 
over) the vernal season and the south wind (lit., a breeze blowing from the Malaya mountain), 
as well as greed (the pet child of Rajas) and pride. (16) They all repaired, O powerful sage ! 
to the hermitage of the sage along the northern slopes of the Himalayas, where flows the river 
Puspabhadra and the rock named Citra stands. (17) The hallowed site of that hermitage was 
aciorned with sacred trees and creepers, crowded with families of holy Brahmana sages and 
studded with sacred pools full of pellucid water. (18) The hermitage was full of the melodious 
humming of (honey-) intoxicated bees and the notes of joyous cuckoos. It was marked with 
the ecstasy of dance of blithesome peacocks and teemed with flocks of joyous birds. (19) 
A breeze bearing the cool spray from waterfalls and embraced by (fragrant) flowers entered 
the hermitage and (gently) played on it, kindling love (in the hearts of men). (20) There 
appeared the vernal season with its evenings made charming by the rising moon and with 
rows of young leaves and bunches of flowers, and trees and creepers in close embrace. (21) 
The god of love, followed by Gandharvas with bands of musicians expert both in vocal and 
instrumental music, and leading troops of Apsaras, was (also) seen (there) with bow and 
arrows in hand. (22) 
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The servants (emissaries) of Indra saw the sage comfortably seated with closed eyes 
near the sacred fire after pouring oblations into it and formidable like fire in human form. (23) 
The damsels danced and the songsters sang, while other Gandharvas played charmingly 
on clay tomtoms, lutes and small drums before him. (24) Then Love set the five-pointed arrow 
to his bow; while Spring, Greed (the son of Rajas) and other servants of Indra tried to agitate 
the sage's mind. (25) (Even) as Pufijikasthali (the chief of the Apsaras) was sporting with (a 
number of) balls (in front of the sage) and running after them, her (slender) waist getting very 
unstable under the weight of her (full) breasts, wreaths of flowers dropping from her braid, 
and eyes moving this way and that, the breeze blew away the fine garment (about her loins), 
the waist-band (that held it fast) having given way. (26-27) Taking the sage as won by himself, 
Love darted his shaft that (very) moment; but, like the undertaking of an unlucky man, all his 
effort proved futile against the sage. (28) Thus offending against the sage, but being 
scorched by his glory, O sage, they withdrew like children that would run away after rousing 
-a snake. (29) Though assailed as aforesaid by the servants of Indra, O Brahmana sage, the 
great sage (Markandeya) did not fall a prey to egotism. It is indeed no matter for wonder in 
the case of exalted souls. (30) The glorious Indra (the lord of paradise) was seized with great 
wonder to see Love and his entourage cheerless and to hear (from their lips) of the glory of 
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the Brahmana sage. (31) 
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To shower His grace on the sage, who was thus concentrating his mind (on the Lord) 
through asceticism, study of the Vedas and self-control, Lord Sri Hari appeared before him 
in the form of (the divine sages) Nara and Narayana. (32) Lords Nara and Narayana, the 
adored (even) of the chief of the gods (Brahma and others), were (severally) fair and dark- 
brown of complexion with eyes resembling fresh-blown lotuses, possessed of four arms 
each and clad in the skin of a black buck and bark (respectively). They wore rings of (the 
sacred) KuSa grass and the sacred threefold thread (each consisting of three strands) as well 
as a string of lotus seeds and carried a Kamandalu, straight bamboo staff and a broom (made 
of yarns) for sweeping the ground and clearing it of insects (without killing them) as well as 
a handful of KuSa. They were tall (of stature) and by the golden lustre (of Their body) 
resembling the bright flashes of lightning looked like two direct embodiments of asceticism 
itself. (33-34) Markandeya rose on seeing the sages Nara and Narayana, the two well-known 
manifestations of the almighty Lord, and greeted Them with great reverence by his body 
fallen flat like a log (on the ground). (35) With his body, senses and mind exhilarated through 
joy occasioned by Their sight at close quarters, hair standing on end and eyes filled with 
tears, the sage could not look at them. (36) With joined palms he stood bent low, as though 
embracing Them out of longing, and said to the two almighty Lords in faltering tones, "Hail, 
hail (to You both) !" (37) Fetching Them a seat and washing Their feet, he worshipped Them 
by offering Them water to wash Their hands with, sandal-paste, incense and garlands. (38) 
When the two most exalted sages were comfortably seated and looked favourably disposed, 
the sage bowed at Their feet once more and spoke as follows. (39) 
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Markandeya prayed : O Lord ! how can | extol You ? For, propelled by You (alone) 
function the vital air and following it the speech, mind and Indriyas (the senses of perception 
and the organs of action), not only of (all) embodied beings but even of Brahma (the birthless 
creator) and Lord Siva (the god of destruction) as well as of myself; yet You behave as a friend 
of the soul (and not only of the body as the parents and others do) of those who worship You 
(with these) ! (40) These two forms of Your omnipotent Self, O Lord ! stand revealed for the 
well-being, (nay,) for putting a stop to the (threefold) suffering and for the liberation (lit., 
subduing the death) of (the denizens of) the three worlds. (But) just as You assume many 
other forms (such as that of the divine Fish) in order to protect this universe, so (too) do You 
swallow everything after evolving it (just) like the spider (which produces a web and then 
swallows it). (41) The impurities incident to actions, the (three) Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and 
Time (and the aforesaid agonies etc.), can never contaminate him who takes refuge in the 
soles of feet of that Saviour (of the world) and Ruler of the immobile as well as the mobile 
creation (in You). (Nay,) in order to attain to those feet, as is well-known, sages that have 
treasured up (the spirit of) the Vedas in their heart extol, devoutly bow to, worship and 
constantly meditate on them. | resort to those (very) soles. (42) We know no safe retreat, O 
Lord ! for the Jiva, beset with fear on all sides, other than resorting to the feet of the Lord in 
You, the Embodiment of final beatitude. (Even) Brahma, whose realm endures for two 
Parardhas, is immensely afraid of Kala (the Time-Spirit), which is a (mere) play of Your 
eyebrows; what wonder, then, that it inspires fear in the heart of living beings created by 
him ? (43) Therefore, turning my back upon (giving up all attachment to) this body and all that 
is connected with it—which obscures the Self and serves no (real) purpose, is unsubstantial 
and transient, and (really) no other than the (conscious) Self—! actually take refuge in the 
soles of feet of the Supreme in You, the Embodiment of true wisdom, the Director of the soul; 
for if aman resorts to those feet, he bids fair to secure from You every object sought for (by 
him). (44) Although Rajas, Sattva, and Tamas, O Lord, which are products of Maya (Prakrti) 
and (severally) responsible for the appearance, continuance and dissolution of this (visible) 
universe, O Befriender of the soul ! have been laid hold of by Yourself for (carrying on) Your 
pastimes (of creation etc.), Your Sattvika form (alone) is conducive to everlasting peace (in 
the form of final beatitude) and not the other two, from which proceed suffering, infatuation 
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and fear to men. (45) Therefore, on realizing this truth, O Lord, men of wisdom in this world 
worship Your manifestation in the form of Lord Narayana, (which is made up of Sattva 
unmixed with Rajas and Tamas and) which is (so) dear to (the heart of) Your devotees; for 
the followers of the Paficaratra school recognize Sattva (alone) and no other Guna to be the 
manifestation of the Supreme Person and through Sattva (alone) is attained (by them) the 
Lord's realm as well as (the state of) fearlessness and the bliss of Self-Realization. (46) Hail 
to You, the aforesaid Lord, the Inner Controller (of all), all-pervading as well as existing in the 
form of the universe, the Preceptor of the universe, the Supreme Deity appearing in the forms 
of the immaculate Sage Narayana and Nara (the foremost of all the Jivas), who have 
controlled Your speech and promoted the cult of the Vedas. (47) He whose judgment is 
clouded by Your Maya (deluding potency) and whose intellect is bewildered in following the 
paths of the misguiding senses does not, as is well-known, cognize You, even though 
present in his own senses, vital airs and heart, as well asin the objects of the senses (as the 
Inner Controller of all). The selfsame man, though ignorant only at the beginning, directly 
cognizes You on obtaining an insight into the Veda revealed by You, the Preceptor of all !(48) 
| bow to the Supreme Person (in You), whose vision, that reveals the secret of the Self, can 
be, obtained (only) through the Veda and about whose true nature (even) sages —the 
foremost of whom is Brahma (the birthless creator), feel bewildered, though striving (to 
realize it through Sankhya and Yoga etc.)—(nay) who assumes (presents Himself in) a 
character conforming to the conception of all (the various) schools of thought, and whose 
light (in the form of the Self) is screened by the body (and other limitations). (49) 


Thus ends the eighth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnita. 
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Lord Narayana, accompanied by Nara, felt (highly) pleased and spoke to that jewel among 
the Bhrgus (as follows). (1) 
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The glorious Lord replied : Hullo ! you have attained perfection, O jewel among the 


Brahmana seers | through concentration of mind, through unceasing devotion to Me as well 
as through asceticism, study of the Vedas and self-control. (2) We are highly pleased with 
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you on account of your observing the vow of lifelong celibacy. May all be well with you ! 
(Therefore) receive your coveted boon from (Me,) the Ruler of all those who are capable of 
granting boons. (3) 
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The sage submitted : Your (own) exalted nature has been testified to by You, O Ruler 
(even) of Brahma, Siva and others (the adored of the gods), in that You have been directly 
perceived by us, O Dispeller of the agony of those that have taken refuge in You! This much 
of favour (shown by You) is enough (for us), O immortal Lord ! (4) Brahma (the unborn 
creator) and others have felt perfectly gratified (even) on obtaining a vision of Your glorious 
lotus-like feet (only) in their mind purified through (the practice of) Yoga (concentration). The 
selfsame Lord in You has come within the range of my senses. (What greater boon than this 
could | have ?) (5) Nevertheless, O Lord with eyes resembling the petals of a lotus ! | would 
have a vision of Your Maya, under the influence of which the world including the guardians 
of the spheres perceives diversity (in the form of this manifold creation) in the (one) Reality 
(viz., Yourself), O crest-jewel of those enjoying sacred renown ! (6) 
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Sita continued: Extolled in these words and worshipped by the sage according to his 
wishes, O Saunaka ! the said almighty Lord replied, "So shall it be !" and withdrew to 
Badarikasrama smiling. (7) Thinking (every moment) of the same object (the promised 
vision of the Lord's Maya) and continuing in his own hermitage, Markandeya visualized Sri 
Hari in the (sacred) fire, the sun, the moon, water, earth, the air, ether and his own self, 
nay, everywhere (else) and worshipped Him with articles conceived by the mind. At times 
(however), when overwhelmed with an outburst of emotion, he forgot worshipping the 
Lord. (8-9) 
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One day, at eventide, O jewel among the Bhrgus | while the sage was worshipping the 
Lord on the bank of the river Puspabhadra, O Brahmana sage ! a furious wind sprang up.(10) 
Following close upon the blast, thatmade a terrible noise, appeared frightful clouds attended 
with flashes of lightning, and poured all round volleys of rain as thick as the axle of a chariot, 
loudly rumbling. (11) Then there were seen the oceans in the four quarters with most terrible 
whirlpools, fearful crocodiles and a loud roar, engulfing the earth on all sides with their waves 
tossed by the fury of the storm. (12) The sage felt perturbed at heart and was dismayed to 
behold the fourfold creation (as consisting of mammals, oviparous creatures, the sweat-born 
and those sprouting from the soil) alongwith himself tormented inside as well as outside by 
waves that rose to the skies as well as by severe blasts and strokes of lightning, and the earth 
deluged with water. (13) While he was thus looking on, the boundless ocean—that looked 
terrible with its waves and with its waters tossed about by a violent wind, and was being 
flooded by the raining clouds—submerged the earth alongwith its Dwipas (broad divisions) 
and Varsas (subdivisions) and mountains. (14) The whole universe, comprising the earth 
and the aerial region and including heaven and the hosts of luminaries, was deluged 
alongwith the (four) quarters (and the entire living creation). The great sage Markandeya, 
who was the only living being left alive, drifted along like a stupid and blind creature tossing 
about his matted looks. (15) Oppressed with hunger and thirst, assailed by alligators and 
whales, beaten by storm and waves, enveloped in endless darkness and overcome with 
exhaustion, the sage, while drifting along, could not make out the directions, nor the sky and 
earth. (16) Now fallen into a great whirlpool, and now buffeted by waves, he was sometimes 
bitten by the aquatic creatures, themselves killing one another (in their attempt to seize 
him).(17) Now he fell a prey to grief and now to infatuation; now he experienced sorrow and 
at other times joy; now he fell a victim to fear and now he suffered death; while at other times 
he was afflicted with diseases and so on. (18) Millions upon millions of years rolled away in 
the eyes of the sage, (even) as he remained drifting along in that deluge, his judgment having 
been clouded by the enchanting potency of Lord Visnu.(1 9) 
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Rolling about in that deluge, the said Brahmana once beheld on an elevation of eartha 
young (and tender) banyan tree adorned with leaves and fruits. (20) On a branch of the tree 
located in the north-east he saw a babe as well lying in a hollow leaf and swallowing up the 
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darkness by its splendour. Markandeya (the foremost of the Brahmanas) was amazed to 
behold the babe, which possessed the dark-green hue of a precious emeraled, had a 
beautiful lotus-like countenance, a conch-shaped neck, a broad chest, a shapely nose and 
charming eyebrows, and was graced with locks waving under the impact of its breaths. Its 
ears, shaped like the opening of a conch, were decked with the blossoms of pomegranate; 
its milk-like bright smiles were rendered rosy by the (crimson) lustre ofits coral-hued lips. The 
ends of its eyes were reddish like the interior of a lotus; its glances were enlivened witha smile 
that captivated one's heart; its deep navei throbbed alongwith the folds of its belly—shaped 
like a leaf of the sacred fig-tree—that heaved with its breaths. The babe had placed its lotus- 
like foot into its mouth, lifting it up with its hands, that had charming fingers, and was sucking 


it. (21—25) 
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Atthe (very) sight of the babe the fatigue of the sage altogether disappeared, the lotuses 
of his heart and eyes opened for (very) joy, the hair of his body stood on end and the sage 
headed towards the babe in order to make inquiries of it, though filled with awe at the sight 
of its wonderful form. (26) Meanwhile, (even) like a mosquito, Markandeya (a scion of Bhrgu) 
entered into the body of the babe alongwith its breath. There (inside the belly of the babe) 
too he saw the universe in its entirety (systematically) arranged as before (the deluge) and 
felt astonished and perplexed. (27) He saw (there) the aerial region, heaven and earth, the 
hosts of luminaries, the mountains and seas, the broad divisions of the earth including their 
subdivisions, the quarters, the gods and the demons, forests, countries and rivers, towns and 
mines, residences of peasants and farmers, stations of herdsmen, the (four) Varnas (grades 
_ of society) and Asramas (stages in life) as well as their functions; the five gross elements as 
wellas their products, Time with the various (divisions such as) Yugas and Kalpas conceived 
init, nay, whatever else makes worldly life possible, in short, the whole universe, presented 


as though real. (28-29) He (further) saw the Himalaya mountain, the same river Puspabhadra, 
his own hermitage (on its bank) and the sages dwelling there. (Even) while he was perceiving 
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(thus) the (whole) universe, he was thrown out of the belly of the babe through its breath and 
fell back, as is well-known, into the sea of deluge. (30) Perceiving there (once more) the 
banyan tree growing on an elevation of earth and the babe too lying in a hollow leaf, and 
gazed at (by the babe) with a sidelong glance accompanied by a smile full of the nectar of 
love, the sage, who was much too afflicted, proceeded to embrace the babe—who was no 
other than Lord Visnu, and had (already) entered his heart through (the door of) his eyes and 
taken His seat there. (31-32) That very moment the babe—who was the almighty Lord 
Himself, the Master of Yoga, Who dwells in the hearts of al—suddenly disappeared, and the 
effort of the sage (to hug the babe) met the same fate as the undertaking of an unlucky 
person. (33) Following the Lord, O Brahmana sage ! the banyan tree, the (deluge) water and 
the dissolution of the universe (also) disappeared in an instant from the sight of the sage, who 
stood in his hermitage as before. (34) 


Thus ends the ninth discourse entitled "Markandeya witnesses 
(the Lord's) Maya," in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIA SRTANSAATA: 


Discourse X 


Lord Siva confers a boon on Markandeya 


YI sara 
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Sita began again : Realizing in this way the aforesaid glory of Yogamaya (creative 


energy) displayed by Lord Narayana, the sage Markandeya sought Him alone for protection 
(in the following words). (1) 
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Markandeya submitted : | have resorted to the soles of Your feet, which grant 
Security to those who seek them (for protection), O Hari ! under the influence of whose 
Maya (deluding potency), which assumes the (false) appearance of enlightenment, even 
the learned fall a prey to delusion (in the shape of egotism, mistaking themselves to be 
wise). (2) 
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Sita continued : While journeying through the skies on (the back of) His bull with His 


Spouse (Goddess Uma), accompanied by His attendants, Lord Rudra (the god of destruction) 
saw the sage with his mind thus composed and collected. (3) Perceiving the sage in that 
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condition, Uma spoke (as fallows) to Lord Siva (who has His abode on Mount Kailasa — 
"(Kindly) look at this Brahmana, O Lord, whose body, senses and mind have been stilled and 
who can (as such) be (easily) compared to a sea whose waters and fishes have become 
motionless due to a storm having passed. (Pray,) manifest the fruit of his asceticism, since 
You are the Bestower of fruit. (4-5) 

MT TATAT 
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The glorious Lord replied : This Brahmana sage would not have any blessing under 
any circumstance, not even final beatitude, inasmuch as he has attained supreme devotion 
to the immortal Lord, the Indweller of all hearts. (6) Even then we shall discourse with the 
saint, O Bhavani; for it is the greatest gain to meet a pious soul. (7) 
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Sita went on : Having thus observed (to Parvati), the aforesaid Lord, the resort of the 
righteous, the Master of all sciences, the Ruler of all embodied souls, approached the 
sage. (8) Markandeya (however), who had all his mental faculties suspended, was 
conscious neither of his own body nor of the (outside) world and (as such) did not perceive 
(even) the advent of the very Sovereigns of the universe (Sankara and Parvati), the Inner 
Controllers of (all) creation. (9) Knowing his mental condition full well, the almighty Lord Siva 
(the Ruler of Kailasa) entered the cavity of his heart by virtue of His Yogamaya (wonderful 
divine power), (even) as the air enters an opening. (10) The sage felt amazed to perceive 
as having entered into his very being and flashed all of a sudden in his heart Lord Siva—a 
tall figure with three eyes and ten arms, wearing matted locks—reddish-brown like streaks 
of lightning—and effulgent like the rising sun, wrapping a tiger's skin for His loin-cloth and 
carrying (in His hands) a rosary of Rudraksa beads, a Damard (a sort of small drum shaped 
like an hour-glass), a begging-bow! (made of skull), a sword and a bow with a trident, a club 
shaped like the foot of a bedstead and a shield—and, wondering what the vision was and 
whence, woke up from his trance. (11—13) Opening his eyes, Markandeya beheld Lord 
Rudra, the one Preceptor of (all) the three worlds, arrived (in his hermitage) alongwith (His 
Divine Spouse) Uma and His entourage, and saluted Him with his head bent low. (14) He 
did worship to the Lord alongwith Uma and His attendants—by according them (a hearty) 
welcome, offering seats, water to wash their feet and hands with, sandal paste and garlands, 
and burning incense and lights—and submitted (as follows):—"What (service) can | do to 
You, O omnipresent Lord ! who are sated through realization of Your own blissful nature, and 
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because, of whom the (whole) world feels satisfied ? (15-16) Hail to You, the all-propitious 
and all-tranquil Lord, the embodiment of Sattva, and (as such) the Delighter of all ! Hail to 
You, who are never frightful though assuming Rajas, and are never deluded though 
assuming Tamas ! (17) 
Yd ST 
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Sita continued : Highly pleased, when extolled thus, the aforesaid Lord, the foremost 

of the gods and the resort of the righteous, heartily laughed, and with a cheerful mind replied 


to the sage (as follows). (18) 
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The glorious Lord said : Ask of Us a boon of your choice, since We three (viz., Brahma, 
Visnu and Myself) are Masters of those who are capable of granting boons. Our sight can 
never go in vain; it is through us that a mortal can attain immortality. (19) Not only the 
guardians of the spheres including (the denizens of) those spheres but Myself, the glorious 
Brahma and the almighty Sri Hari Himself salute, worship and wait upon Brahmanas who are 
pious (by nature), tranquil (free from envy etc.), devoid of attachment, yet affectionate 
towards (all) created beings, are exclusively devoted to Us and (as such) free from animosity, 
and look upon all with an equal eye. (20-21) They do not perceive the least difference 
between Me, Lord Visnu and Brahma (the birthless creator), nor between themselves and 
another living being; therefore, We resort to you. (22) Sacred places do not consist of holy 
waters (alone) nor do lifeless idols alone represent the gods. They (the sacred waters and 
lifeless idols) purify a man through a long process of time, whereas (saints like) you purify 
through mere sight. (23) We bow to the Brahmanas, who cherish our (verbal) manifestation 
in the form of the three Vedas through concentration of the mind, reflection, study and self- 
control. (24) By merely hearing about you or seeing (people like) you even great sinners and 
the lowest born too get purified; what wonder, then, that people should get purified by 
conversing with you and so on, (25) 


Yd sara 
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Suta took up the thread again : The sage did not feel sated while drinking in the words 
of Lord Siva (who wears the crescent as an ornament on His head), which were full of the 
secret of Dharma (virtue) and the (very) abode of nectar (as it were) to the ears. (26) Having 
been made to revolve for long by the Maya (deluding potency) of Lord Visnu, and subjected 
to a severe trial, the sage was relieved of all his afflictions by the nectar-like words of Lord 
Siva and spoke to Him (as follows). (27) 
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The sage submitted: Oh, this pastime of the almighty Lord is difficult to conceive for 
embodied creatures (like us), following which Rulers of the universe bow to and glorify those 
who deserve to be commanded (by Them) ! (28) In order to teach righteous conduct (to the 
people at large) those teachers of embodied beings as general rule not only practise such 
conduct (themselves) but also express approbation of and applaud it when practised (by 
others). (29) The glory of the almighty Lord (in You) is not (however) marred by such 
(exemplary) conduct—in the shape of those actions (such as bowing to us), which are (but) 
the operation of Your Maya (enchanting potency)—any more than the enchanting power of 
an enchanter by his conjuring tricks. (30) Hail to that almighty Lord (in You), who, having 
evolved the universe by His thought (alone) and (then) entered it in the form of the Jiva 
(individual soul), appears, like a dreaming man, as the doer through the (three) Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti)—which are the (real) agents—and who, though (appearing as) endowed 
with the three Gunas, is (yet) their Controller absolute and one without a second, and the 
Preceptor (of all) in the form of the Veda ! (31-32) What greater boon shall | ask (of You), O 
Perfect One, than Yourself, whose (very) sight is blessed (nay,) through whose sight man 
bids fair to get sated and become true of resolve ? (33) Nonetheless | ask one boon of You— 
who are not only self-sufficient (Yourself) but shower blessings (on Your devotees)—viz., 
unfailing devotion to the almighty Lord (Visnu), and those devoted to Him, as well as to 
Yourself. (34) 
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Siita further said : Thus worshipped and glorified by the sage in sweet words, Lord Siva 
(the Destroyer of the universe), supported by His Consort too, addressed him (thus):—(35) 
"Full of Devotion as you are to Lord Visnu (who is above sense-perception), O great sage, 
let all this desire (of yours) be fulfilled; let your fame endure till the end of the Kalpa; let 
religious merit and immunity from old age and death be enjoyed by you and let knowledge 
relating to the past, present and future and Self-Realization coupled with dispassion and 
the teachership of a Purana fall to your lot, invested as you are with Brahmanical (spiritual) 
glory." (36-37) 
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Sita went on : Having thus granted boons to Markandeya, the three-eyed Lord 
withdrew, telling His Consort of the sage's deeds (in the form of austerities) as well as what 
had been experienced by him before. (38) Having realized the glory of Mahayoga (the Yoga 
of Jana), Markandeya (the foremost of the scions of Bhrgu) for his part goes) about the world 
at will even now, exclusively devoted as he is to Sri Hari. (39) This story of the wise 
Markandeya, as well as the wonderful glory of the Lord's Maya as experienced by him has 
been narrated to you. (40) This (glory of the Lord's Maya, experienced by the sage 
Markandeya as extending over a period of seven Kalpas according to ancient tradition) was 
(as a matter of fact but) accidental (and a purely personal experience attributable to Divine 
Grace and not universal). Some (however), not knowing the appearance and disappearance 
of men (in the shape of evolution and dissolution) as (nothing but) the Maya of the Supreme 
Spirit, declare this experience as (no other than the ordinary process of evolution and 
dissolution) taking place from time without beginning and repeated (seven times at the end 
of every thousand revolutions of the four Yugas during the lifetime of Markandeya him- 
self).(41) Both he who duly narrates (to others) and he who attentively hears, O jewel among 
the Bhrgus ! this story (of Markandeya), recounted as aforesaid and enriched with the glory 
of Lord Visnu (who wields the wheel of Time in the shape of the discus in His hands), are rid 
of transmigration, brought about by the latencies of Karma. (42) 


Thus ends the tenth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


aI Qonreaseayrea: 


Discourse XI 
The significance of the Lord's own limbs, attendants and weapons 
and a description of the retinue of the Sun-god (changing 


every month in the course of a solar year) 
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Saunaka submitted : Now | refer to the following point to you, the foremost among 
those knowing many subjects, (since) you know the true meaning of the conclusions of all 
the scriptures dealing with the worship of deities, O (great) devotee of the Lord ! (1) May 
good betide you ! (Pray,) tell us—who are keen to know the course of active worship, 
through proficiency in which a mortal bids fair to attain immortality (in the shape of final 
beatitude)—how those well-versed in the Tantras maditate in the course of worship on the 
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limbs, attendants, weapons and ornaments of Lord Visnu (the Lord of Sri, the goddess of 
fortune), who is absolute Consciousness, and of what principles do they conceive them 
as constituted. (2-3) 
We sara 
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Sita resumed : Bowing to (the feet of) my preceptors, | shall speak (to you all) about the 

glorious manifestations even of Lord Visnu (which are so difficult to comprehend and) which 
have been discussed at some length by Brahma (the lotus-born creator of the universe) and 
other teachers in the light of the Vedas and the Tantras. (4) The well-known cosmic egg is 
made up of nine fundamental principles, Maya (Prakrti) and (eight) others (viz., Mahat-tattva 
or the principle of cosmic intelligence, Sutra or the active aspect of Mahat-tattva, Ahankara 
or the cosmic ego, and the five Tanmatras or subtle elements), as well as of the (sixteen) 
Vikaras (or modifications, viz., the mind, the ten Indriyas and the five gross elements). In that 
cosmic form as presided over by the Spirit appears the three worlds (viz., heaven, earth and 
the intervening space). (5) This as a matter of fact constitutes the Purusa (Cosmic) form of 
the Lord. The earth represents His feet; heaven the head; the mid-air region, His navel; the 
sun, His eyes; the air, His nostrils; the quarters, His ears; Prajapati (the god presiding over 
creation), His generative organ; Death constitutes the Lord's anus; the guardians of the 
spheres, His arms; the moon, His mind and Yama (the god of retribution), His eyebrows; Lajja 
(the goddess presiding over modesty), His upper and Lobha (Greed), His lower lip; 
moonlight, (the brightness of) His teeth; Maya (the deluding potency), His smile; the trees, 
the hair on the body of the infinite Lord and clouds, the locks on the head of the Supreme 
Person. (6—8) Measured with reference to the disposition of the (various) spheres, the said 
Cosmic Person to actually bears the same proportion as this (mortal) man does when 
measured with reference to the disposition of his own limbs. (9) 
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_ The birthless Lord carries (on His Person) the (pure) consciousness of the Jiva, His own 

particle, in the form of the Kaustubha gem and itis the diffusive splendour of the latter which 

the Lord actually wears on His (right) breast as (the mark of) Srivatsa. (10) Carrying (on His 


person) His own Maya, consisting of various Gunas (or modes of Prakrti) in the form of 
Vanamala (a garland of sylvan flowers); a golden piece of linen, consisting of the Vedas, 
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(about His loins) and the (sacred) syllable OM (consisting of three parts #1 + 3+ 4) in the triple 
sacred thread. The Lord wears (the philosophical systems of) Sankhya and Yoga as a pair 
of alligator-shaped ear-rings and the realm of Brahma (the highest functionary of this ” 
universe), promising fearlessness to all its inhabitants, as His diadem. (11-12) The 
Unmanifest (Primordial Matter) is the seat (couch), going by the name of Sesa (the serpent- 
god), which He remains nestled in; and Sattvaguna (the principle of harmony or goodness), 
characterized by (the six divine) properties such as Dharma (righteousness) and JAana 
(wisdom), (the other four being Aigwarya or universal dominion, Yaga or glory, Sri or 
affluence and Vairagya or dispassion, as well as by the divine potencies known by the names 
of Vimala, Utkarsini, Jana, Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, Satya, ISana and Anugraha)—is spoken of 
as the lotus spread on this (seat). (13) He wields Prana or the vital air (the foremost of the 
five airs existing in the body under the names of Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and 
Samana)—accompanied by organic, mental and bodily strength— in the form of a mace 
(bearing the name of Kaumodaki); the principle of water, in the form of an excellent conch 
(Paficajanya by name); the principle of fire, as (the discus) Sudarsana; the principle of ether 
as a sword, clear as the sky; a shield consisting of Tamas (the principle of inertia and 
ignorance); a bow, made of horns, as representing Kala (the Time-Spirit) and a quiver 
consisting of Karma (the principle of activity). (14-15) Knowing persons declare the (ten 
cosmic) Indriyas (the five senses of perception and the five organs of action) to be His shafts, 
the (cosmic) mind (characterized by the power of action) to be His chariot, and the (five) 
Tanmatras (subtle elements) to be the exterior of the chariot; and He exhibits His service- 
ability (to His devotees in the shape of conferring boons on and assuring protection to them) 
through Mudras (positions of the hands such as Vara and Abhaya). (16) The spot where the 
deity is worshipped should be visualized as the orb of the sun; the ceremony of initiation (by 
a Guru) into a certain Mantra (sacred text) should be contemplated as the act of self- 
consecration (which makes one eligible for the worship of a particular deity) and the worship 
of the Lord should be concieved as the eradication of (all) one's sins. (17) 
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Wielding ‘in one of His four hands) His six distinguishing attributes (viz., lordship, 
righteousness, renown, affluence, wisdom and dispassion each in its entirety (denoted by 
the term 'Bhaga’*) in the form of a lotus carried for the sake of diversion, and thus justifying 
the name of Bhagavan, the Lord (also) maintains (by His side in the hands of two of His divine 
attendants) righteousness and renown (two of the aforesaid six attributes) as a chowrie and 
a fan (respectively). (18) He further bears (over His head) as an umbrella, O Brahmanas ! 


His (own divine) realm, viz., Vaikuntha, which has no fear from any quarter. The Vedat , with 
its three divisions (Rk, Yajus and Sama) figures (as His carrier) under the name of Garuda 
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and supports Yajfia* (the institution of sacrifice) as the Supreme Person (Himself). (19) Sri 
Hari's own inseparable energy itself appears as Goddess Sri (the goddess of fortune). The 
well-known Viswaksena, the chief of His attendants, embodies (in His person) the Tantras 
(such as the Paficaratra Agama, detailing the procedure of His worship). The (eight) 
celebrated attributes of Sri Hari, Anima (the capacity to assume an atomic form) etc., stand 
(at His portals) as the eight porters, Nanda and others. (20) The Supreme Person (Lord 
Narayana) Himself, O Brahmana sage, is spoken of as manifested in the four (adorable) 
forms of Vasudeva, Sarikarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. (21) The (same) Lord is 
(philosophically) contemplated upon under the names of Vigwa, Taijasa, Prajia and Turlya 
(respectively) when associated with the (four) states of (individual) consiousness, viz., 1— 
Wakefulness (in which the objects of sense are perceived through the senses), 2—the dream 
state (in which the mind alone—the sense par excellence—functions, the other senses 
remaining dormant), 3—the state of deep sleep (or complete forgetfulness marked by the 
latent impressions of the states of wakefulness and dream) and 4—the state of Self- 
Realization (in which the Self stands as the witness of all the three preceding states). (22) 
Distinguished by His (aforesaid) limbs, attendants (constituting His auxiliary limbs as it were) 
weapons and ornaments, (nay,) possessing His six distinguishing attributes (collectively 
denoted by the term "Bhaga") and appearing in the four (adorable) forms (Vasudeva and so 
on), the almighty Lord Sri Hari (Himself) assumes these four aspects (Viswa etc.). (23) 
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O jewel among the twice-born ! the aforesaid Lord is the Source of the Vedas, self- 
effulgent and perfect in His own glory (all-blissful Self); yet He creates, preserves and 
destroys this (objective) universe by His own Maya (deluding potency consisting of the three 
Gunas) under differentnames (Brahma, Visnu and Siva respectively), though His conscious- 
ness remains uncircumscribed (thereby). Though spoken of (in the Sastras) as differentiated 
(in this sense), He is (really one inasmuch as He is) realized by His devotees as their own 
self. (24) "Friend of Arjuna, jewel among the Vrsnis, O glorious Krsna! who are fire (asit were) 
to burn the whole race of Ksatriyas, that are proving hostile to the earth O Govinda (Protector 
of cows), whose, prowess is (ever) undiminished, whose sanctifying glory is sung by hosts 
of cowherd women as well as by devotees (like Narada), and whose names and praises are 
auspicious to hear, (pray,) protect (us,) Your votaries." (25) 
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He who, rising (early) in the morning and getting clean (through a bath etc.), repeats this 
description of the Lord with his mind fixed on Him realizes Brahma enshrined in the heart (of 
all), by (merely) repeating it. (26) 

ae sara 
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Saunaka submitted : As the divine Suka spoke to the listening Pariksit (the protege 
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of Lord Visnu), a different batch presided over by the Sun-god, consisting of seven” 
remains on duty month after month. (27) (Pray,) tell us, who are full of reverence, about 
the (said) entourage of Lord Sri Hari, appearing in the form of the Sun-god—in other words, 
the names and functions of those groups (of six pairs) combined with the deities presiding 
over them. (28) 5 

Yt sare 
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Brought into existence by the dateless Maya of Lord Visnu, the Inner Controller of (all) 
embodied souls, this (visible) sun, which keeps the world going on, courses through the 
spheres. (29) Though one without a second, the Sun-god—who is really the same as Sri 
Hari, the Soul and first Cause (of the worlds)—has been spoken of by the seers under diverse 
names inasmuch as He is the source of all Vedic rites. (30) Because of His Maya (which has 
no beginning) Sri Hari has been called, O Brahmana sage, by nine names as time, place, 
activity, the doer, an instrument, duty, a sacred text, material substance (rice etc.), and the 
fruit (heaven etc.). (31) Assuming the form of Time (out of the aforesaid nine), in order to keep 
the world going on, the Lord (as the Sun-god) runs His course through the twelve months 
beginning from Caitra, alongwith His twelve different batches of attendants. (32) 


am get trata werpigeergaehtft aga aad iaat 
adm geaisdisn: séfa: aerarreti ane: wearer waa a tea 1361 
feist: oteteiser aerat trent ee iwaed sft Ga Wea wert a4 
afest aac wn wear El aaede gfe aererit igi 
sa famaq: ster unaeenige: i ecter card caf aaa arent 1301 
Paes a SIRO Wy: | spe B_Uet aweMel THE 3c! 
ye eset ara: wae: Ferri gat was add aarait 13¢1 
aia og: wie: «aah fas wweaada dere werent xo! 
aq: aed maaaeeidat feeateg: werd are ive! 
am: upaishetivect args cam: mepien: yefafa: gerard were 1x2! 
we! cedtaeqa: arog fret wertdisa weft game gM: 1¥31 
fora wa geass wala faenfied wea sia aererit ive 


The Sun-god (under the name of Dhata), Krtasthali (the Apsara), Heti (the ogre), Vasuki 
(the Naga), Rathakrt (the Yaksa), Pulastya (the sage) and Tumburu (the Gandharva)—these 
(seven) run the month of Caitra. (83) Aryama, Pufjikasthali, Praheti, Kacchanira, Athauja, 
Pulaha and Narada—these run the month of Vaisakha.f (34) Mitra, Menaka, Pauruseya, 
Taksaka, Rathaswana, Atri and Haha—these run the month of Jestha. (35) Varuna, 
Rambha, Citraswana, Sukra, Sahajanya, Vasistha and Huhu—these run the month of 


* The group of seven already referred to in Book Five consists of a pair each of sages, Gandharvas, Apsaras, Nagas, 
Yaksas, Raksasas, and the sun-god himself as the sevenih—Vide V.xx.|. 18. 
+ The names of the sun-god, Apsara etc., in verse 34 ef eq have been arranged in the order followed in verse 33. 
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Asadha. (36) Indra, Pramloca, Varya, Elapatra, Srota, Angira and Viswavasu—these run the 
month of Sravana. (37) Vivaswan, Anumloca, Vyaghra, Sankhapala, Asarana, Bhrgu and 
Ugrasena—these run the month called Bhadrapada. (38) Plsa, Ghrtaci, Vata, Dnanafijaya, 
Suruci, Gautama and Susena—these run the month of Magha. (39) Parjanya, Senajit, 
Varcea, Airavata, Kratu, Bharadwaja and Viswa—these run the month named Phalguna. (40) 
Again, Arnsu, Urvasi, Vidyucchatru, Mahagankha, Tarksya, Kagyapa and Rtasena—these 
run the month of Margasirsa. (41) Bhaga, Purvacitti, Sphurja, Karkotaka, Urna, Ayu and 
Aristanemi—these run the month of Pausa. (42) Again, Twasta, Tilottama, Brahmapeta, 
Kambala, Satajit, Jamadagni and Dhrtarastra are the guardians of the month of Agwina. (43) 
Visnu, Rambha, Makhapeta, Aswatara, Satyajit, Viswamitra and Sdryavarca—these run the 
month of Kartika. (44) 
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These constitute the glory of the Sun-god, who is none other than Lord Visnu. They take 
away the sin of those who remember them morning and evening both day after day. (45) 
Coursing round (the universe) all the twelve months (of a year) alongwith His six attendants 
(enumerated in the foregoing verses) the said Deity unquestionably awakens good sense 
in the mind of His votary both here and hereafter. (46) The sages (forming the entourage of 
the Sun-god) duly extol Him through hymns, of Samaveda, Rgveda and Yajurveda revealing 
His glory; the Gandharvas sing His praises, while the Apsaras dance before him. (47) The 
Nagas serve the purpose of keeping the parts of the chariot together; the Yaksas make his 
chariot ready for service, while the mighty Raksasas push the chariot from behind. (48) Sixty 
thousand pure-minded Brahmana sages, (collectively) known as the Valakhilyas, walk 
ahead facing the Sun-god (all the twelve months) and celebrate the Deity through laudatory 
Mantras. (49) Dividing Himself (into twelve, each form presiding over the sun for one month), 
the almighty Lord Sri Hari, who is without beginning or end, and is (therefore) birthless, 
protects the worlds as aforesaid in every Kalpa. (50) 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse entitled "A description of the Sun-god 
(presiding under different names over the twelve months of a year) 
with His entourage" in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramaharhsa-Samhita. 
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i¢ Discourse XIl 
A Synopsis of (all) the twelve Skandhas (of Srimad Bhagavata) 
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Sita began again : Hail to the exalted virtue in the shape of devotion to Sri Hari ! Hail 
to Sri Krsna, the Maker of the universe ! Bowing (again) to the Brahmanas (as well), | shall 
expound the eternal verities (discussed in Srimad Bhagavata). (1) (So) have | narrated to 
you, O Brahmana sages ! this wonderful (sublime) story (in the form of Srimad Bhagavata) 
of Lord Visnu, about which you asked me and which is worth hearing for men in whom there 
is (any) trace of humanity (left). (2) Here stands duly celebrated Lord Narayana Himself, 
the Ruler of (our) senses, the Protector of devotees, (also) known as Sri Hari, the Dispeller 
of all sins. (3) In this has been discussed the mysterious transcendent Brahma, the source 
and end of (all) creation, (the topic of) spiritual enlightenment cum Realization and the 
means of awakening them. (4) (In addition to this) there has been discussed at length the 
discipline of Devotion (both as a means and an end itself) as well as Vairagya (freedom 
from passion) hinging on the latter. (Now hear the contents of the twelve Skandhas in a 
more or less serial order.) The narrative of (the birth etc., of) Pariksit and (as a prelude to 
it) the story of (the previous incarnation of) the (celestial) sage Narada. (5) The vow of the 
royal sage Pariksit as a sequel to the curse of a Brahmana (boy) to fast till death and (the 
opening of) the dialogue between Pariksit and Suka, the foremost of Brahmanas. (6) (Here 
ends the theme of Book One.) 


arene: tae anes: sami a et: srenfretsaa: 10 1 


The (process of) ascent (to the higher regions of a departing soul) through Yogic 
concentration; the dialogue between Narada and (his father) Brahma (the birthless creator); 
an account of the Lord's descents in the order of sequence and (a description of) the cosmic 
evolution from Prakrti (Primordial Matter) from the (very) beginning. (7) (Here ends the theme 
of Book Two.) 
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The dialogue between Vidura and Uddhava and then between Vidura and Maitreya; an 
inquiry regarding the (Bhagavata-) Purana; the dormantstate of the Supreme Person (during 
the period of Final Dissolution). (8) Then follows a description of the flowering of Prakrti (in 
the form of disturbance caused in the equilibrium of the three Gunas) and the coming into 
being of the seven categories which are both of the nature of a cause and an effect (viz., of 
the Mahat-tattva into the cosmic ego and of the latter into the five Tanmatras or subtle 
elements) and the (gradual) crystallization of the (five) Tanmatras into the (five) gross 
elements and the eleven Indriyas (viz., the five senses of perception, the five organs of action 
and the mind, which are all of the nature of an effect only since they do not give rise to any 
further modification). Then ensues a description of the evolution of the cosmic egg, from 
which appears Brahma (the offspring of the Cosmic Person). (9) (Then) follows a description 
of Time in its subtle and gross states; the sprouting of the fourteen worlds (in the form of a 
lotus from the navel of the Cosmic Person) and how Hiranyaksa was killed (by the Lord in 
the form of the divine Boar) in the course of His attempt to lift up the earth from (the bottom 
of) the ocean. (10) The evolution of the higher (heavenly and aerial), subhuman and 
subterranean(Asurika) orders of created beings and the appearance ‘of Rudra (the god of 
destruction) and subsequently the division of Brahma in two halves, one constituting a male 
and the other a female, from which sprang up the Manu named Swayambhuva (because 
born of Brahma, the self-born) and Satariipa, the first and foremost pattern of womanhood. 
(Then) follows the description of the progeny (in the shape of nine daughters) of the revered 
wife (Devahiti) of the sage Kardama, a lord of creation. (11-12) The descent of the Supreme 
Spirit as Lord Kapila and the dialogue of Devahtti with Kapila, the embodiment of wisdom. (13) 
(Here ends the theme of Book Three.) 
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The progeny (through the nine daughters of Kardama) of the nine lords of creation (Marici 
and others); the destruction of the sacrificial performance undertaken by Daksa (the tenth 
lord of creation); the narrative of (the devotee) Dhruva and then of King Prthu; the dialogue 
between King Pracinabarhi and the (celestial) sage Narada and next follows the narrative 
of King Priyavrata, O Brahmanas ! Then follow the stories of Kings Nabhi, Rsabha and 
Bharata. (14-15) A description of the Dwipas (the nine broad divisions of the terrestrial 
plane), Varsas (subdivisions of the Dwipas) and the oceans (dividing the Dwipas) and (then) 
of the (principal) mountains and rivers (forming part of the Dwipas); the disposition of the 
stellar sphere and the location of the (seven) subterranean worlds and the infernal regions 
(closely followed by the story of Ajamila, illustrating the means of averting descent into hell, 
in Book Six). (16) (Here ends the theme of Books Four and Five.) 
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The descent of Daksa from the Pracetas; the progeny of his daughters, from whose 


womb appeared the gods, human beings and demons, animals, the immobile creation (the 
vegetable kingdom), birds and so on. (17) Then follows an account, O Brahmana sages, of 


718 SRIMAD BHAGAVATA Dis. 12 


ROR RRERE RE RARER RR RRR RE REBAR RRB RELEASE RBA BIA LAH DEERE AA RR AER SESE SESE 


the birth and fall of the demon Vrtra (son of Twasta, the architect of the gods) as well as of 
Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa (the two sons of Diti) and the narrative of the high-soulec 
Prahrada, the ruler of the Daityas. (18) (This sums up the contents of Books Six and Seven.) 
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Aconnected account of the (fourteen) Manvantaras (divisions of a Kalpa, each presided over 
by a separate Manu); the deliverance of the king of elephants; the descents of Lord Visnu, the 
Ruler of the universe, in the form of the divine Tortoise, Lord Dhanvantari, the divine Fish, the 
divine Dwarf, Hayagriva (who bore the head of a horse); and others, one in each Manvantara; 
the churning of the ocean of milk for the sake of nectar by the denizens of heaven (both gods and 
demons) is likewise told. (19-20) the great war between the gods and the demons; a description 
of the genealogy of kings; the birth of King Ikswaku and his genealogy; the narrative of the high- 
minded Sudyumna. (21) Inthis connection is told the story of (Sudyumna having been transformed! 
into) lla as well as the narrative of Tara (wife of the sage Brhaspati); an account of the solar 
dynasty; the story of kings such as Sasada and Nrga etc.; the narrative of Sukanya (daughter of 
Saryati) as well as the stories of kings Saryati and the wise Kakutstha as also of Khatwariga and 
Mandhata, the sage Saubhari and King Sagara. (22-23) The narrative, which eradicates sin, of 
Lord Sri Rama, the Ruler of (the kingdom of) Kosala; how King Nimi cast off his body and the origin 
of the line of the Janakas. (24) How Lord Parasurama, the foremost of the scions of Bhrgu, swept 
the Ksatriya race off the earth; the stories of King Pururava (the son of Ila), the first of the lunar 
line, as well as of Yayati and (his father) Nahusa. (25) The stories of King Bharata, the son cf 
Dusyanta, as well as of Santanu and his son (Bhisma) and then is delineated the posterity cf 
Yadu, the eldest son of Yayati. (26) (Here ends the theme of Books Eight and Nine.) 
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, _ [twas in this line that the almighty Lord of the universe took His descent under the name of 
SriKrsna. His appearance in the house of Vasudeva and then how He was broughtu)p in Gokula. (27) 
Here are recounted the (many) exploits of that Enemy of the Asuras—which are as a matter of 
fact) endless (in number as well as in extent)—how He (even) as a babe drank away the (very) 
life of the demoness Putana alongwith the milk of her breasts and upturned a cart (and destroyed 
the demon Utkaca who had entered the cart in a disembodied state). (28) How (the demon). 
Trnavarta (who appeared in the form of a whirlwind) was crushed to death as well as the death 
of (the demons) Baka and Vatsa (who remained disguised as a heron and a calf respectively) and 
the destruction of Dhenuka (who had assumed the guise of a donkey) alongwith his kindred and 
that of Pralamba (who came disguised as a cowherd boy). (29) Deliverance of the cowherds from 
a forest conflagration that came rushing from all sides; subjugation of the serpent Kaliya and the 
rescue of Nanda (the Lord's own father) from (the grip of) a boa-constrictor. (30) How the maidens 
(of Vraja) observed a sacred vow (of bathing in the Yamuna in winter and worshipping Goddess 
Katyayani on its sandy bank fora month in order to scoure the Lord for their husband), in the course 
of which the immortal Lord was pleased with their observances (and conferred on them a boon); 
the Lord's grace on the wives of certain Brahmanas engaged in a sacrifice and the remorse of 
the Brahmanas (for their failure to recognize the Lord and pay their homage to Him). (31) The 
uplifting of Mount Govardhana (in order to save Vraja from the fury of Indra, who sent devastating 
showers with intent to submerge the tract of Vraja) and how later on (on recognizing His divinity) 
Indra (the rain-god) and the cow of plenty worshipped the Lord and bathed Him (with milk); His 
pastimes with the damsels (of Vraja) through (many) nights. (32) The destruction of the evil-minded 
(Yaksa) Sankhactida (who carried away a number of damsels in the midst of their pastimes with 
the Lord), as well as of (the demons) Arista and Kesi (that had assumed the disguise of a bull and 
a horse respectively); Akrura's visit (to Vraja to take Sri Krsna and Balarama to Mathura under 
Karnsa's invitation) and the subsequent departure of Balarama and Sri Krsna (for Mathura). (33) 
The wailing of the women of Vraja (over their separation from Sri Krsna) and then how the two 
(divine) Brothers saw Mathura and killed (at the bow-sacrifice) the elephant (Kuvalayapida) as well 
as (the wrestlers) Mustika and Cantra and (finally) Karnsa (the wicked king of Mathura himself) 
and others (his eight brothers). (84) How He brought back the dead son of His teacher Sandipani 
and the good offices that were rendered to the Yadava clan by Sri Krsna while staying at Mathura 
accompanied by Uddhava and Balarama, O Brahmana sages ! (35) Extermination of the armies 
led by Jarasandha (Kamsa's father-in-law and ally) many (seventeen) times; and how the Lord 
caused the destruction of the king of Yavanas (through Mucukunda) and founded (the city of) 
Kusasthall (Dwaraka). (36) How Sri Hari brought a Parijata (a celestial tree) as well as (the 
council-chamber named) Sudharma from paradise (the realm of the gods) and carried off 
Rukmini (the princess of Vidarbha) after crushing the enemies in battle. (37) How, when Lord Siva 
(the god of destruction and the protector of Banasura) began to yawn in battle (when assailed by 
the Lord with a Jrmbhanastra during the invasion of Sonitapura, the capital of Banasura, by the Lord 
consequent on the capture of His grandson, Aniruddha, at the hands of the demon), the Lord 
lopped off the arms of Banasura (thus left unprotected) and, having made shortwork of the demon 
Naraka (the ruler of Pragjyotisapura in Assam), took away (and married) the (sixteen thousand 
and odd) maidens (detained in his palace by the demon). (38) A description of the (redoubtable) 
might and destruction of King Sisupala, Paundraka and Salva, of the evil-minded Dantavaktra, 
as well as of Dwivida (amonkey) and the demons Sambara (who stole away the Lord's eldest son, 
Pradyumna, as soon as born, from the very lying-in-chamber), Pitha, Mura, Paficajana and 
others and how the Lord set (the city of) Varanasi on fire and (further) relieved the earth's 
burden, making the sons of Pandu His instruments. (39-40) (Here ends the theme of Book Ten.) 
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(In Book Eleven we are told) how the destruction of His own race was brought about (by 
the Lord) under the pretext of the Brahmanas' curse, and the wonderful dialogue between 
Uddhava and Sri Krsna (Son of Vasudeva), in which has been taught as a matter of fact the 
entire (range of) Self-Knowledge as also the final conclusion about the duties of the various 
Varnas and Asramas given and later on is told the story of the Lord's concealing His mortal 
semblance by dint of His own Yogic power. (41-42) The characteristics of the (four) Yugas 
and the conduct (of people) conforming to them, and the perversity of men in the Kali age, 
as well as the fourfold Pralaya (Dissolution) and the threefold creation (viz., Sattvika, 
Rajasika and Tamasika). (43) How the wise and saintly King Pariksit (the favoured of Lord 
Visnu) cast off his body; classification of the Vedas into (so many) Sakhas (branches or 
schools); the holy narrative of the sage Markandeya; the disposition of the limbs and 
weapons etc., of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person) and the entourage of the Sun-god, the 
Soul of the universe (during the twelve months of a year). (44) In this way has been stated 
(by me) in this discourse, O jewel among the Brahmanas ! whatever | was asked by you and 
something more (too). (And what is more valuable) the exploits of the (various) Avataras, 
which are nothing but Their pastimes, have (also) been narrated in all their bearing. (45) 
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Uttering at the top of his voice the formula "a@49:"'— 'Hail to Sri Hari !' (even) involuntarily 
(without any conscious effort on his part) when fallen (in a welletc.), stumbled (while ascending 
a staircase), afflicted or after sneezing a man is absolved from all sin. (46) Entering the mind 
of men (even) while His name or praise is being loudly chanted or when His glory is heard of 
(by them), the infinite Lord, the wise declare, puts an end to all their misfortune in the same way 
as the sun dispels darkness anda tempestuous gale disperses the clouds.(47) They are indeed 
false and ignoble utterances and contain stories of the unrighteous, of which Lord Visnu (who 
is above sense-perception) does not form a theme. That utterance alone (on the other hand) 
is true, that alone huzza ! is blessed, that alone is sacred and is the fountainhead of divine 
excellences, (nay,) that alone is pleasant, that alone gives newer and newer delight, that alone 
is a perennial source of great rejoicing to the mind, and (finally) that is the only means of drying 
up the ocean of grief of men, through which the glory of Lord Visnu (of sacred renown) is 
constantly sung. (48-49) That speech which, though full of figurative expressions, never utters 
the praises of Sri Hari—that are capable of sanctifying the (whole) world—is the delight of 
voluptuous men (who wallow in the pleasures of sense like crows, that feed upon the dirty 
leavings of food). Itis never resorted to by the swan-like wise men; for pure-minded saints take 
delight only where the (immortal) Lord Visnu is sung. (50) On the other hand, that composition 
(alone) which, though faulty in diction; consists of verses each of which contains the names of 
the immortal Lord, bearing the impress of His glory, wipes out the sins of the people; it is such 
composition that pious men (love to) hear, sing and repeat (to an audience). (51) That wisdom 
too which is free from blemish in that it is a direct means to the attainment of Liberation does 
not adorn one's soul so much if it is destitute of devotion to (the immortal) Lord Sri Hari. How, 
then, can action which has not been consecrated to God, no matter if it is of the noblest type, 
heighten the beauty of the soul, rooted as it is in sorrow at every stage (both while it is being 
performed and when it yields its fruit). (652) The great pains taken over discharging the duties 
pertaining to one's Varna (grade in society) and Asrama (stage in life), austerities and learning 
etc., culminate only in glory and prosperity. Through the utterance and hearing etc., of the 
praises of Sri Hari (however) is secured unceasing remembrance of the lotus-feet of that 
Spouse of Sri (the goddess of fortune). (53) Ceaseless thought of the lotus-like feet of Sri Krsna 
puts an end to all evils and increases tranquillity (of the mind), enhances purity of the intellect, 
stimulates devotion to the Supreme Spirit and promotes spiritual enlightenment coupled with 
Self-Realization and dispassion. (64) Oh, you are highly blessed, O jewels among the 
Brahmanas'! in that, having installed in your mind Lord Narayana, who is the adored of all, and 
(as such) has no other object of adoration, and who is the Inner Controller of all, constantly 
worship Him, full of ceaseless Devotion (as you are) ! (55) |am also blessed in that | have been 
reminded (by you) of the exposition of the true nature of the Supreme Spirit (contained in this 
Purana), which | listened to the other day from the lips of Sri Suka (the great seer) in the 
assembly of eminent sages, who also listened to it, while King Pariksit sat (on the bank of the 
Ganga) with a vow to fast unto death. (56) 
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In this way has been recounted to you, O Brahmana sages, the glory—that is capable of 
uprooting all evil—of Lord Vasudeva, whose great exploits are worth narrating. (57) He who 
repeats this Purana (to others) everyday with an undivided mind (say,) for three hours or (for 
that matter even) for a second and (in the same way) he who listens to it repeatedly with 
reverence purifies his very soul. (58) Listening to it on the twelfth or eleventh day of either 
fortnight of a lunar month, one enjoys a long life; while he who reads it devoutly while remaining 
without food is thereby rid of (all) sin. (69) Reading this compilation with a calm and collected 
mind at Puskara, Mathura or Dwaraka while abstaining from food, one is rid of fear (of 
rebirth). (60) (Pleased) as a result of chanting this Purana, gods, sages, Siddhas,manes, 
Manus and kings confer desired boons on the man repeating or listening toit. (61) A Brahmana 
who reads this Purana attains the same reward which he gets by studying (all the three Vedas, ) 
Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda, viz., streams of honey, streams of ghee and streams of 
milk (i.e., all kinds of blessings). (62) Having devoutly studied this collection of verses in the 
form of a Purana, a member of the twice-born classes attains to that highest goal which has 
as a matter of fact been extolled by the Lord (on many an occasion in the past). (63) Having 
studied this Purana a Brahmana bids fair to attain true insight (into the truth); a Ksatriya, 
sovereignty over the (whole) earth with the oceans for its girdle; a Vaisya, the position of 
Kubera (the lord of treasures); while a Sidra is absolved from (all) sins. (64) 
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Sri Hari, the Ruler of all, who is capable of destroying the (entire) mass of impurities of the 
Kali age, is not certainly sung elsewhere so frequently. In this work, however, that Lord 
appearing in all forms stands celebrated at every step through relevant episodes. (65) | bow 
to that birthless and infinite Lord Visnu, the (true) principle of consciousness, whose own 
potencies (in the form of Rajas, Sativa and Tamas) are responsible for the appearance, 
continuance and dissolution of the universe and whose glorification is hardly known (even) to 
the lords of spheres like Brahma (the birthless creator), Indra and Lord Siva ! (66) Hail to the 
eternal Lord, the foremost of (all) the gods, whose true nature consists of absolute consciousness 
and who has evolved in His own Self—through the instrumentality of His nine potencies (in the 
shape of Prakrti, Purusa, the Mahat-tattva, Ahankara and the five Tanmatras), strengthened 
by Himself—an abode (for Himself) in the form of the inanimate and animate creation. (67) 
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| bow to the (celebrated) sage Suka the son of Vyasa, whose mind is (ever) full in 
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(the realization of) his own blissful character and who has thereby abandoned the thought 
of another (the notion of diversity), nevertheless whose firmness was shaken by the 
charming stories of the invincible Lord (Visnu) and who graciously dilated upon the 
Bhagavata-Purana connected with Him, which reveals the (highest) truth, and (as such) 
wiping out the suffering of all. (68) 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled "A Synopsis of (all) the twelve 
Skandhas," in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samnhita. 
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Siita began again : Hail to the glorious Lord, whom Brahma (the creator), Varuna (the god 
presiding over the waters), Indra (the chief of gods), Rudra (the god of destruction), the Maruts 
(the wind-gods) extol through heavenly hymns; whom the chanters of the Samaveda glorify 
by means of the Vedas including the Angas or branches of knowledge auxilary to the study of 
the Vedas (viz., phonetics, grammar prosody, astronomy, etymology and Kalpa or the branch 
of knowledge prescribing the ritual and giving rules for ceremonial and sacrificial acts), their 
analysis into word marking their sequence and the Upanisads; whom the Yogis perceive with 
their mind fixed on Him through meditation; yet whose whole truth neither the hosts of gods nor 
of the demons are able to know ! (1) May the (incoming and outgoing breaths of the almighty 
Lord assuming the form of the divine Tortoise—who felt sleepy as a result of His being 
scratched (and thereby soothed) by the ends of the rocks (forming part) of the colossal Mount 
Mandara revalving on His back (while the ocean was being conjointly churned by the gods and 
the demons for the sake of nectar)—protect you | Responding tothe subtle impetus 
communicated by those breaths in the guise of the flow-tide and ebb-tide, the constant rise and 
fall of the waters of the ocean know no rest till now ! (2) 
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(Now) hear (from me) the number of Slokas comprised in each Purana as well as their 
aggregate, the theme and object of this work (Srimad Bhagavata), the procedure to be followed 
in gifting (a copy of) it, the value of giving it away as well as of reading itand so on. (3) The Brahma- 
Purana comprises ten thousand Slokas; the Padma-Purana, fifty-five thousand; the Srivisnu- 
Purana, twenty three thousand; the Siva-Purana, twenty-four thousand. (4) The Srimad 
Bhagavata consists of eighteen thousand; the Narada-Purana, of twenty-five thousand; the 
Markandeya-Purana, of nine thousand and the Agni-Purana, of fifteen thousand and four 
hundred. (5) (Even) so the Bhavisya-Purana consists of fourteen thousand and five hundred 
Slokas and Brahmavaivarta- Purana, of eighteen thousand; while the Linga-Purana comprises 
eleven thousand only. (6) The Varaha-Purana comprises twenty-four thousand Slokas; the 
Skanda-Purana, eighty-one thousand and one hundred; (and) the Vamana-Purana is reputed 
to consist of ten thousand Slokas. (7) The Kirma- Purana has been declared as consisting 
of seventeen thousand Slokas; the Matsya-Purana, of fourteen thousand; the Garuda-Purana 
of nineteen thousand; while the Brahmanda-Purana comprises only twelve thousand 
Slokas. (8) In this way the extent of (all) the Puranas taken together has been declared to be four 
hundred thousand Slokas. Of them (as has already been stated) Srimad Bhagavata is 
recognized as consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. (9) 


Beaty wey arf fees wavitara arava ae 1201 
srfenenraang, ATARI | Biter MATA ATA RTT, Iga 
wade «aa aA! aeafatt «aie | hada 221 


The Bhagavata-Purana was graciously revealed by the almighty Lord for the first time to 
Brahma (the creator), seated on the lotus sprung from His navel and afraid of transmigration 
(and hence earned the title of "Bhagavata").(10) It has been enriched at the beginning, in the 
middle and at the end with legends illustrating the glory of Dispassion and has been 
delighting the righteous as well as the gods with its nectar-like stories describing the 
pastimes of Lord Sri Hari. (11) It has for its theme that one reality without a second—which 
is the sum and substance of all the Upanisads (which are the culmination of the Vedas) and 
has been characterized as the oneness of Brahma (the Absolute) and the (individual) soul— 
and has detachment of the Spirit from Matter as its only object. (12) 
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He who, on the full moon of (the month of) Bhadrapada (roughly corresponding to August 
of the English calendar) gifts (a copy of) the Bhagavata, placed ona throne of gold, attains the 
highest goal (after death). (13) The other Puranas spread their lustre in an assemblage of the 
righteous (only) so long as the great and glorious Bhagavata is not directly visible. (14) The 
glorious Bhagavata is surely considered to be the cream of the Upanisads. A man sated with 
its nectarine flavour will not find delight anywhere else. (15) It occupies the same (pride of) 


place among the Puranas as the holy Ganga among the rivers, Visnu (the immortal Lord) 
among the gods, and Lord Siva (the Source of all blessings) among the votaries of Lord 
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Visnu.(16) Again, Srimad Bhagavata is-certrainly unexcelled among the Puranic collections in 
the same way, O Brahmana sages! as Kasiis really unsurpassed among holy places. (17) The 
glorious Bhagavata is a faultless Purana, which is beloved of the Vaisnavas, (nay,) in which 
Stands celebrated the one supreme Reality, which is all consciousness (as well as all truth and 
all bliss), free from (all) impurity (in the form of contact with Maya) and which is the goal of 
Paramaharhsas (ascetics of the highest order). In this Purana withdrawal from (all) activity, 
coupled with spiritual enlightenment, dispassion and Devotion, has been expounded. A man 
devoutly listening to it, carefully reading itand given to pondering it bids fair to get liberated.(18) 
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We meditate on that pure, taintless, immortal and highest Reality which is untouched by 
sorrow and by which (manifested in the form of Lord Narayana) was graciously brought to 
light at the beginning of creation this matchless lamp of wisdom to Brahma (the creator) and 
as Brahma to (the celestial sage) Narada, as Narada to the sage Krsna (Vedavyasa) and as 
the latter to the sage Suka (tke prince among the Yogis) and in the form of Suka, to King 
Pariksit (the favoured of the Lord). (19) Hail to the celebrated Lord Vasudeva, the Witness 
(of all), who (for the first time) taught this Purana out of grace to Brahma, who was keen to 
get liberated. (20) Hail to the sage Suka, that prince among the Yogis, the revealer of 
Brahma, who redeemed King Pariksit (the favoured of Lord Visnu), bitten by the serpent in 
the form of (fear of) rebirth. (21) (Pray,) so ordain, O Ruler of the gods ! that devotion to Your 
feet may sprout (in my heart) in every birth (that | may have to take); for You are our protector, 
O Lord | (22) | salute Sri Hari (the Dispeller of all fears and agony), the Supreme Lord, the 
loud chanting of whose Names is the (most efficacious and easiest) way to wipe out all sin 
and respectful salutation to whom alleviates (all) suffering. (23) 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by the sage Vedavyasa and consisting 
of eighteen thousand Siokas. 
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